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Sir, 

TP,.l\IIT SPORT & H.!\RB01'_1RS DEPlffiTivJEl·�T, 

48-49, Main Street,
Georgetown, ])emerara,
British Guiana.
30th May, 1960.

I ba ve the honour i..c �·L _;.n,r t on the Transport and Har­
bours Department for the year ending 1959.

The re port E:nc omp9..2 se s : 

The East Coast Railwa.y_ 62 miles of stan­
dard gauge (4 '�") 
single line. 

The West Coast R&.i h.ay ... 1 s½ miles of 3 1 6 11 

gau�--e sir.gle line. 

Coastal & River 3hi[l!'?_:!:Jl_g: 
and Ferry Services 

Passenger & Cargo Road 
Service from Bartica to 
Potaro and Issano. 

Harbour Servi�es 

EAST CO_iIBT RAIIHl AY: 

12 general purpose 
vessels, launches 
and cargo pontoons. 

6 diesel powered 
vehicles running 
125 miles into the 
interior. 

Pilotagc; Navigation 
Aids, Hydrographic 
Survey arrl Enactment 
cf River lfaviga tion 
Rogu 1a tions. 

Since 1953 cargo has been diverted as much as possi­
ble from the East Coast R9..ilway to the Department's coastal 
shipping service be· .. ween Georgetovm and New Amsterdam. This was 
done not only to out out expensive and cumbersome tr.cnshi pping 
across the Berbice River by ,;>on-+;oo-r P ·::-·. ·.�e 0

, but c-lso to pave 
the way for the eventua 1 r0phc r::n ', of the railwe.y by road 
transport services. 

Apart from l)adi and rice k«ffic to <:nd from the Gov­
ernment sponsored central ciJ.l at the hahaicony/Abary Scheme� 
a.pd some sugar and mol'"_sscs fro7.1 fscto1·ies at Enmore and La 
Bonne Intention, ihe raih·ay is almost solely a p<:ssenger carry­
ing line. Passenger traffic hc3 steadily increased year by year 
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during the pas t five years and the trend continues. Passenger 
journeys have risen by 500,0CO since 1955, the total for 1959 
was 1,576,348. This number would h2ve been greater but for a 
strike of Government employGes in 1.srhich the railways were in­
volved, in December; the raihrays were stopped for fifteen days. 

Increasi ng passenp:er traffic presents a problem be­
cause a.11 available rollin& stock and ·.otive ;)C\rer e.re in full 
use, there a.re no n.serve passenger coa.ches and s ome locomotives 
requi re replacement. 

WEST COAST RAILWAY: 

The West Coe.st H2.ilway has always been primarily a 
passenger carrying line� serving villages and settle ments on 
the coastal plai:1 between the Dernerara B nd Essequibo Rivers, 
but it also serves as a link with the Essequibo Islands and 
villages on the West si de of the :Essequibo, 

Passenger traffic has steadily increased on this line 
also; passenger journeys amounted to 1,283,595 in 1959 as op­
posed to 891,299 in 1955. Rolling stock and motive povrer ur­
gently require replacement� the si ha tion is even more acute 
than on the "�s.st Coast Railway. Reconstruction of the coastal 
roads has not kept pace with the growth of the population and 
industrial expansion, and a cha-ri€e-over to road passeriger ser­
vices j_s not yet possible. A decision '"'.S to ,,hother the road 
reconstruction programme can be accelerated or whether the rail­
ways should be rehabilitated fo r a few yee,rs more is UT@Bntly 
necessary. 

Financial results from the Railways are sh oiilrn bel ow. 
It is not possible to mak e the railways self supporting on pas­
senger traffic alone r-:r.d increased fares �rnuld not help. Fares 
were sharply increased in 1952 and hGa.vy losses to compe ti ti ve 
bus and taxi services reslllted; the sj_tuation was gra dually re­
stored by t he intro duction of reduced fa,res. Bus 8nd taxi com­
petition is ver y keen and higher pF.,ssenger fares would be offset 
by a diversi on of rc:.ilway ussrs to road services. In any event 
the present level of passenger fares does not leave much scope 
for incree..sC?s. The basis of s tandard fares is: 

1st Class 
3rd Class 

6¢ (3d) a 
4¢ (2d) 11 

3¢ ( 1½d ) 11 

mile 
11 up to 22 miles 

11 above 11 II 

In the United Kmgdom the BrHish Re..i lwe.ys have been 
empowered to increase fa.res to tbe maximum shown belovv but b.ave 
not yet introduced the maximum: 

1st Class 
3rd Class 

4-½tl ( 9¢) a mile 
3d (6¢) It II 

Financial Results: 

East 
West 

Revenue7 

1958 1959 Decrease 

Coast Railway . . . $752,690 $716,310 $36,380 
Coast Railwa.y . . . 403,311 399,065 4,246 

Decrcas0s caused by stoppage of the 
railways by a strike lesting 15 days in December. 










