
. ~) 7 
Members of th:l Legi slative Assembly 

2nd Members of t he Sencte: 

History- making is a phrase whi ch comes ell too easily 

to the lips. Neverthelessj th is phrc. se may justifi 0bly be used 

today. For to you will f all the opportunity and task o f 

assisting at the birth of a new and independent nation wi th all 

the conselluences which t his ent:il§ils for your people and for the 

world. 

My Ministers are no t s a tisfied with p resent 

Co n stitutional arrangements. They have info r med me that they 

wi ll cause to be introduced shortly in both Chambers of the 

Legisla ture a motion seeking i mmediate indep(;)ndence of the. 

territory. My Ministers 8r'e convinced t t-rn t i nd ep endence ie fl' 

Ji1F111111•111i121mwi:l'l'l!i\V;r..pre-:requisi te fo:r• · t he r sp id economic and social 

progress which they conceive to be their main mandate . 

I 

In keeping with its policy of democratization, the 

Government intends to create a system in which people a t a l l 

levels have a s ay in the ~ane.g ement of their own affeirs. To 

this end the Government int ends to cr e2te strong and responsib l e 

local au thorities sharing in the administr a tion of their areas. 

In keeping wi ~h the degr ee of democratic control al ready achieved 

in central government, :Lt has been decided that the franchise 

for local t:'overnrnent elections based on property -will be aboli she d 

P 'l•l s frsni;~hi ae b es ed on .universal adult suffrage introduced. 

The Local Government Bo ard will be abolished ~nd its powers 

+-y,.cinsferred to the Minis ter of Home Affairs. An Advisory Body 

on Local Government Affe i rs will be set up to a.ssist the 

Minister. Finan ci al assistance b y way of ~rants and loans to 

local a uthorities will . Pe continued. In the ca se of the 

Municipalities, elections will be held as e arly a s possible 

on the basis of universal adult suffr age. In general, the 

Government's proposals a s embodied in Sessional Paper No . 5/58 

based on the recommendations of' Dr. Marshall will be pursued 

and the Georgetown and New Amsterdam urban councils and th e 

No . 52 - Mo l eson Creek District Council brought into being . 
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Land Registration to f aci lit8 te clear t itles in Local 

Government and other areas will be speeded up and speci al 

attention will be paid to removins the present legal difficu l ties 

rela ting to the control and use of common l Bnds. 

My Ministers are reviewing the current development 

pro gramme and considering proposals for its exp an!=i on to serve 

the primary airn o £ the Gov el:1trrnen t ' s e cohomi c po l:l cy, namely, t o 

end the scourge of unemp lo -ymen t and to :raise living s tand a:r as. 

In ol':'del" to a chieve these objectives, my gove:rnment 

feels t hat economic plenn1.:1g is essential . Such planning Wi ll 

be along sound theoretica l and practical lihes to ensure the 

soci alist objective of an e::~ ui t able dist:ribution of t h e nation's 

wealth ·and the ending of exploi tatio n of the human and n a tura l 

r esource s cif the country f or t h e benefit of a few. The Government 

proposes to establish a planning uni t and has sou gh t the help 

of inter nation al eJ~p erts in planning . The I nt erna t i onal 

Co - operation Admini s tratio n , the agency of the United St a tes 

Gov ernment t ha t ha s a lrea dy ::!' i ven such irriport c:nt technJ. cal h e l p 

to the Development Progr amme ha s been ~' sked for help of this 

kind. So too h as the Government of India., which has ha d sp ecial 

experience in the preparati on and carrying through of its own 

successive Plans. Professor Charles Bettelheim,· a distingui shed 

French economist, is at presen t !Y.'nferring with my Gov ernment 

and giving t he benefit of hi s experience with t h e Indian and 

other na tional Development Plans. We h&ve sou gh t help from the 

Unit ed Nations and from t he Government of n ei ghboUil'.'ing 

Venezuela; and we have had helpful advice from time to time 

from visiting economists on the staff of th e University 

Co lle-ge of the West Indies . 

My Ministers ar6., however , anxious that the people 

themselves shoulr' play a part in planni ng . There i s r,n ·~1 1 

s aying that he who wears the shoe 1,:nows where it pinches . 

Much thought ha s been given to this l:iuestion a nd it has been 
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rf decided that the Regional Development Corri.mittees, which have 

been functioning recently, mainly as an -adjunct of the Credit 

Corporation, should be ask ed to prepare plans for their areas. 

Citizens in the rural areas will also be asked to assist with 

the formulation and execution of such plans wt!~:rever possible 

on the basis of aided self-help projeot.P. !n the last four 

year.s aided self-help schemes have become an increasingly 

important element in social and economic development and the 

Government proposes to expand t h is movement to all rural 

comrntmi ti es. 

vlhen the planning unit b egins its work it wi 11 

urgently consider the present priori ties in the Development 

Programme and will doubtless advise changes tha t will take 

account of the finances that can be mobilized, but it is 

possible now to indicate the main features of the Development 

Pro gramme on M~ich my Government proposes to embarll. 

Agriculture 

..Agricultural development will fo:r some time be the 

mainstay of this country's economy. It is therefore proposed 

to pursue this development along three broad lines;: Firstly, 

to expand the production of crops, livestock and fishery 

products now being exported with due re~ard to external 
. ' 

)~7 

market ·possibilities and trade and price agreements . Secondly.1 

to produce new crops.l livestock and fishery products for 

· export; and thirdly, to encourag e for reasons of nu trition 

self-sufficiency, local production of foods which do not 

normally enter to any extent into international trade but 

which nevertheless L":i~ to reduce imports of food in 

addition to providing f .armers with a source of income. 

Sugar and rice remain our princi11Al crops. Fbr social · 

as well as economic reasons, the Government wishes to 

subs ti tu te in increasing r1easur e the growing of cane by 

co-operatives of local su gar- worlcers for the old system of 

growing sugar on p lantations. A start has already been made 



and the Government wel comes th e SU ;""'ar- pr oducers ' assurance of 

readin ess t o shar e in f ur ther devel opment of cane- farming . The 

Government proposes to negotiate with them fo r the use fo r this 
f IL 1• f) ~ - CCJ!J4;~.:1!~ 0f uncul tiva ted p lantati on lands and of furtl:-ler lands now 

und er cane. 

• 

In the case o f r i ce, i n add i t ion to existing po l icie s a 

new approach will be tried . I t is r e co gnised that t h e distr i bution 

of l arge tracts of land is not th e only way of solvi!l[s the n eeds 

of r i ce f ar mers. The fermer must secure t h e maximum output wh ich 

his lan d is capable ,o f p roduci n g . And having done s o he must 

o ':::l t ain the ma ximum share of the p r ice wh icb. the consumer pays for 

his r i ce. He must recover a l l ma teri a )$row going to wa ste and 

produ ce marketable b y- p roducts there f r om . He ~ us t a l ~o retain 

f or h i ms elf the profits an d i n ter est ch ar ges wh ic..h. ar e now e i t her 

b eing exported from the count ry or going into the pockets of 

mid d lemen . At present only 1 0% of the acreage of r i ce i s under 

pur e l i n e seed and fertilisers are h ardly used . The provi s ion of 

thes e materials under ti. schem e wh ereby the f ar mer will pay wh en h e 

li'el l s h i ~ rice to t he Rice Mar k eting Board, will be introduced. 

Oth er p roposals incl ude exten sive traini n g s chemes to t each 

•• farmers ho'w to get the be s t resu l ts from thei r t ractors, the 

intro duction o f cr op rc- ~Ation, plans for th e more efficient 

opera tion of t he Rice Mar ke ting Boar9 , and t h e erectio n ~r 

multi-s t a g e mills on a coop er a t i ve bas i s . 

Gr o wing of b ananas on a large scale b y coop era tives 

ma y p rov ide a new export crop with gr eat po t ent ialitie s if 

p roposals that the Government is now expectin r from one of 

the best known A~er ican Companies in thi s trade ar e s uc cessfully 

carried Fcl"".' '~L.,.b . The ov ercoming with expert help o f former 

a gr i cultur al diffi culties for this crop woultl p rov i de a notabl e 

incr e ase t o our export tr ade a s well as rrovidine; 8 n ew means of 

l i v elihoo d fo r l arge n umber s o f Gui ane s e . 

• 



. 0 

r, 

5. 
L and Reclamation and Development • 

Agricultural development on the coast will re-iuire an 

3Ver increasing amount of land and the Government will do all 

it can to push ahead with larg e-sct:1le _land reclamati9n scheme s. 

I t is hoped to secure assistance soon to m.ak e a start on 

Stag e 1 of the Mahaica/Mahaicc'c:V/J,bary Scheme. This s ch eme Whi ch will 

cost $40 million should provide effective drainag e and irrigation 

for a 1-luarter o f a million acres o f land. In the mean time the . 

Government_ has secured financi al and technical assis t ance from 

the United Natic1.ns Special Fund t o carry out the pre-investment 

survey for the greater Canje Pro j ect. "While these schemes , which 

will t _ake several years to comp lete., are proceeding, the 

Government intends to carry out a l ar g e number of minor 

draina ge and irrigation works s o as to bring more -Ja,icl . ..:mdor 

cultivation. 

The present land development policy will be continued . 

The Government intendsto p ass the control and mana g ement of 

the land settlement areas to Local Authorities so that the 

settlers wiJ.l take a more active in t er e st in the ma i ntenance 

of their public utilities and t h e development of comm.unity 

life . I t i.s hop ed to complete within the next year the 

distribution of land in ·the pr e sent land set t lement areas and 

t.o give each satisfactory settler formal leaseho l d title to 

his land. TILe distribution of p ublicly- owne d l and will be 

vigorously continued and funds will b e ma de av~i 1 able throu gh 

the British Guiana Credit Corpor a tion to assist farmers to 

dev elop their land . Security of t en ure will be given to all 

who use their land beneficially . 

I ndus trialisation 

But 1rh i le a griculture and l and development on the 

coast must remain the primary economic objectives of 

government at this stage ofdevelopment., it has a l so been 

decided to embark as y_uickly as possible on industrialisati on 

and interior development . As in Ghana and Indi a , the 
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Government proposes to establish industries wherever possible. 

The Government has par ticulerly in mind a complex of industri es 

based on rice, on wood and on bauxite . Some ind us tries wi 11 

be organized p rivatel y, some co - oper a tivel y, some publicly 

and some by a combination of th'ese me thods . The Gov ernment 

• 
• 

hopes t ~2.a t just as the acquisition and expans ion of the Geor ~e town 

electrical undertaking were made possible by a package dea l 

with contractors, suppliers of 6'-Luipment and financiers that 

costs should be me t in lar ge part by profits earned after 

completion of the deal, so other industries may be finances 

in this way. There will continue to be room in British Guiro. a 

for private inves tors. The Gov ernme~t will make wise and 

proper use of the machinery of tariffs , licensinc and 

~uantitative restrictions to protect local products that are 

of good Y.uality and are reasonably p riced . A campaign will 

be launched to encourae e the use of lo ca l products . 

Trade and Mar ke ting 

One side of the coin is industry; the other is 

trade . Subject to any reaso nable need to protect local 

products the Government intends to liberalise trade to per mit 

i mpor ts from any source so that th e country can benefi t from 

purch asing in the cheapest market. The Govc.:rnment intends 

to seek n ew markets for our products particularly in the 

West Indies and ~0,uth American countries . To protect tbe 

consumer there will be control o f pri ces where it is 

considered desirable in the public interest and of hire 

pur cb.a s e and er ed i t sale arr an.fem en ts to ensure th at t h e 

rights of all parties are p rote cted . 

Marke ting facilities to assist producers to 

sell their products on the most profi table terms are being 

r eor gani zed and expanded t o include areas not now served. 

Measures will be taken to associate both p roducers and 

consumers with the business of Government marketing . 



Tourism 

The Government reco gnises that the development of 

tourism can be a valuable adjunct to trade and industry and a 

comprehensive pro gramme will be embar k ed upon. Special 

attention will be paid to dinternal tourismo Already concession 

fares for schoo l chi ldren travelli n g t o th e interior h ave b een 

approved., and such ooncessio n s will be extended. 

I nterior bev:,el opme;nt 

It was once pointed out tha t t h e density of population 

in the coastal areas as far as p r esent cultivable land goes., 

is already as high as in Englan d and Wales . We must t h erefo r e 

i ncreasin gly turn our though ts and our energies to t h e development 

of the interior. An interi or road is essential and of this I will 
hav e somethi ng 

/ t o say later on. The Governmen t int ends to develop suitable 
•. ,-: 

areas in the i nterior esp ecially in the North West., Kopinang 

and Rupununi Districts by establishing settlements of families 

from the coasta l areas . Development in thes e areas will be 

multi- directonal so as to utilise fully al l of the available 

resources - timber , minerals, agr iculture and hydro- e lect~i c 

power·. Lo ggers wi l l be e n cour aged to use modern and efficient 

methods of timber extraction an d will be given loans to 

@ssist them to buy equipment . A mar ~eting pool will a lso be se t 

up to assist loggers in grading and s e lling their timbers locally 

and overseas . At the other end of .the scale, the Government has 

in mind an industrial complex wh ich will mak e every possible use 

of our forest resources including t h e manufacture wh ere feasible 

of pulp and paper and of mod alcohol., chip-board and ch arcoal • 

• J. 
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The Mining laws of the 9oun try wi 11 be 

revi sed to take account o f modern mi ning practices 

and modern developm ents in other countries in the 

:te'egulation ?fmining and the secur i ng for 

the nation of prop er revenue and other benefits from 

the e::>..1)loitation of its n atural irrep laceable 

resources. Everythj_ng possible will be done to 

complete a thorou gh g eolo gical exploration of. 

the coun::t;ry and to s ecure the wisest development 

of its mineral 9ssetss particulBrl y b y e n s urin g that 

no lar ge areas _ are he ld exclusivel y by any one 

enterprise for long periods without reasonable 

development. 

Communications 

The execution of such a pro gramme of economic 

development depends on the s uccessful 

/ development of roads and ·other communications 

and of power. Althou gh during the p.?tflt four years 

much planning has been done in this field and as 

much work has been carried out as f inancial 

resources permi tted 9 F~~~•ious ne gl e ct me ons that 

large sums must b e sp ent on the maintenance and 

improvemen t of exi sting services and the development 

of new ones. Steady p ro gress with the p erman ent 

improvenient of t h e Bartica/Potaro Road has resulted 

. J ! 

in the completion of thirty miles of good motorable 

r 
1 

' ,.... ) • ' • I I 

road. Cons :ruction of the P arik a,iB ar t,i ca Rq ad is 

• 
• 
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~ about to beg in . 

Thanks to the Internrtional Co-oper fi tion 

Administration th ere h a s been an expert appraisal of the 

economic feasibility of an interior road from Atkinson 

through Mackenzie and Kurupukari to Lethem and of the 

compc1rative advantages of t h is ro u te ond the Bartica/ 

Potaro route . The Governmen t wil l give urgent 

consideration to these reports and hopes to base on them 

an early application for assis tance from the Development 

Loan Fund and further substEm ti al p rogress with the opening 

up of the Interior . 

The East Bank Ro ~d will be completed this year 

and men and ec.,;.uipment will t h en b e moved to the Cor entyne 

t o rebuild that road, which h a s badly deteriorated as the 

result of poor initial construct~.on. 

Considerable progress h a s been ma de with the 

rehabil i t ;· tion of the East Coast Road b etween Georgetown 

and Enmore and work will v i gorously continue until the 

whole ro a d to Rosignol is in good order. The effective 

improvement of the Vreed- en- Hoop to Farika road as a 

con t i nu ation of the Borticn/P ar i ka roed will 1Je carried 

out as a r r: sult o f the comple tion of t he survey o f the 

West Coast r a ilway route . :.in i re.medi a te task will be the 

improved maintenance of the West B2.YL"l{ Roa d . 

A third ferry ship j_ s under consturl_ction ( the second 

to be built locally by Sprosto ,1 s Ltd) and another is plan ::-, ed 

so that other vessels may b e r e l ea sed to give the Berbice 

River, the North-West and t he Pomeroon f a ster and more 

commodious services . 

I t is the Gov er nmen t ' s r olicy to improve and expand 
its civil avi a tion s ervi ces s o a s to i"asten r.:eneral development 

and pro v ide clJ.eaper air tr ansp ort. To this end addi t ional 
air strips will be b nilt and the Gov ernment hopes to find means 
of c ::_.,,t:r R11zing the oper a tio ns of B. 'J- . Airways n e sr to 

Geor pet:;own and to dev elop s uick ai r s ervices to Esse•~uibo and 
Berbi ce. 

Power The 
Hydro electric 
British Gui ana 

r eport of th e Uni ted Na tions Consultant on our 

potenti81 is awaite d but i n t h e mear: time the 
Electr i ci t ~r Co r poration h as comp lete d pl£ins 

) 
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for the expsnsion·of its undertakingo Additional e~~ uipment is Oll 

order and rur8 l e l ec trifi cat ion · .11 shortly commence. I t is hoped 
to start 1e10::-k on ·:;r~.:; h ydro-elect:i._., _;_c slchemes, i n time to permit a o 
C!hangeov o_: · t- ') chea~ er- p ower ., 

Sea De:fenc8
~--_) ____ -o~:r •:::ie a a::10 river d efences -:-rill be reviewed in the light 

of -~:-e report of the Da lft Hydrau:acs Laboratory whose ser vices 

it will be recalled we.re ma de available tb.nough the United Nations 

Special Fundo 

Monetary ar.o Fisca_l :;= ; l:L_cie s " 

Jul IJ.:. e.;.;e developments will re-auire the stimulus and 

support of spp:::opriate rr1one tary and fiscal policies. The 

Government p roposes to examine~ with expert help, the possibility 

of regulating the supply o f mone)y. in the public interest by 

mean s of a Centr a l Ben_l{ ar:.d cp::--ro_..,r-:J 1:1 te fiscal measures that 

will, while helping to Go cur e a mor e equitable distribution 

of income arnong th e peo r::i.e of this country, provide the 

national exche4 uer with a ddi tional funds for th:e public 

we lfareo ::::n.e::ceoec1 cgn:.i 'ilffl:?tion w-isB:. 111 Lur•n sttmiJ°!'5"ife=p-roelhlotion 

Elducat:ton 

Wnil 13 th e Cover-;.1ment i_ s con-vinced that the pre-s-ent 

emphasis in development mu s t be _p--:aced on pro jiects wh ich 

gen erate inco;:r: e and -r,r ovi d e n ew jobs, yet so cial development 

will not be n eg leck•(: ,, 'l1h e Government realises that our 

human resource s are our rnns t p r e cious nation al ass e ts and t ha t 

e duca tion can enhance the value of these assets. T'n e Government 

aims at dev e l o~yln g a n8c_e,na l s ystem of educ2tion wlil.ich will 

p rovide 81.:.uali t y of opp or cuni ty for ell Guianese children 

to achieve t hei.r cdc:,.::r:-~io:1.3]_ i::_-nbi tion and. to share the 

educati onal f sci1 L:;i'3S av ,-,i l abl e , irr e sp ective of position, 

race or cr e e d. I'., is prop o-.s3.:J to d evelop not only strictly 

a c a demi c edu c 8 t i o n b· .. ·:: V8 ca t~_ona~1.. and t e chnical educa tion and 
<. 

a bro a d stream o f cul tu:. 1J_ activities and adult educa tJnn. 

During thi ~ year 15, ooo more r l a ce s are being ~rov ided 

i n p rimar'y s cbools and fo u:- mo r e home economics and wood-working 

dep artments a r e b ein g buil t , Se cond ar y schools of the bi- lateral 

\ 
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type, in which instructior~ will be given in both academic and 

p r a ctical subjects, including agr iculture and animal husbandry, 

will be established in the rural Br e as. The Government has in 

mind t h e location of such schoo ls in the West Coast Berbice, 

East Coast Demerara and West Demerara ar eas. One such school has 

already been started at Anna Regina . A co - educa t ional secondary 

s ch.ool will also be p r ovided in the Greater Georgetown area . 

Tho technical I nstitute is being expanded and tbe aim is eventually 

to train our engineers to the level of the United King dom :ra·tional 

Certifica te . A start wi ll also soon be made at t~e Institu te in 

courses f or Commercial and BgR i ness Education while the courses 

in lan d surv e;sring wi 11 be co ntinued. Facilities for technical 

educat.i.on will be expanded in rural ar ~aa where it i s p roposed to 

set up in each county a rur al technica l schoo l to cater f o r p up ils 

who have completed their prima r y education but have not g a ::.. ne d 

or do not desire admission to secondary schools. Pup ils of such 

schools will do a combined trade and academic course . 

At the top of the educational pyramid university 

education will be made av ~ilable to an incr easin g number of 

Guianese b y the ex::-ansion of the l oan f:L·heme and by the local 

provision of co u r ses which, with the concurr ence and suppor t of 

University authorities, will facilitate the ob t a ining of External 

De grees in Arts l,y.. men '"'nr! w0men living in British G1; iana . 

:r:::i P'l-rr eX':' ansion o f the educationa l sys t erµ, tea cher 

tr aining is an essential e l ement . I ncreased f a cilities will be 

made av ailable for th e trBining o f mor e teachers at 811 levels. 

The Univ ersity .Co llege of the Wes t Indies will be re: ... uested to 

prov ide tr aining courses for secondary school teachers •and·.·loans 
will b e made available to t eachers in secondary schools t o · further 
their knowledge and their tra ining at overseas i nstitutions. 

As far a s possible all new primar y schoo ls will b e 

bui lt and co n troll ed by the Government . Th e ,'system of dual 

control of schools wi l l eventuall y be abo lished . Financia l e id 

to second ar y schools both capital ( for the extension of s choo ls 
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and the provision of science laboratories and so on) and 

recurrent for the payment of teachers salaries will be 

con t inued and improved. The aim is eventually to p rovide 

free secondary-education. 

The curricula of all schools, p rimary and post- prima ry 

0 

· will be fur th er adapted to suit lo cal conditions and lo cal 

writers will be encouraged to write text books and supplementary 

literature with a Guianese back~round . 

The activities of History and Culture Week will be 

ex-panded, increased fina_ncial surport given to the Arts, 

and Cultural 131Kcha_nges-promoted. It is proposed in cooperation 

with the agencies now in the field to develop adult education 

designed to foster a national consciousness and greater unity 

among our people. 

Housing 

Government will continue to press on with housing 

development . Construction of houses, for low income persons 

will be undertaken. The Government will continue to 

acquire more land for both rural and urban housing and will 

also consider the financing of low and middle income housing 

through investment and building companies which will be 

encouraged to develop such projec ts. Examination of such 

offers is being considered now. The Government will also 

encourage lo cal authorities to take resnonsibili ty for 

housing and will provide more funds for self- help housing . 

Social Security and Social Welfare 

Much has already been achieved in the fie ld of social 

security. Old Age Pensions and Public Assistance allowan6es 

were increased this year at the cost of abo u t a million 

dollars. As a further step a comprehensive investi g ation 

will be made into the whole field of social security including 

a nationa l scheme for old age and invalidity. The Government 

recogni s es the valuable work being done by voluntcry groups. 
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.,, A national Council for voluntary Social S ervices will bo set 

up t o advise tl-J e Mini ster for Education and Social Dev0lo9ment . 

-
I n this regard, ·special attention wi l l be given to the needs of 

you th . 

L nbour Welfc.re Le.o·i s.la tion 

My Govern.m,~nt .r:e.cQi ni ses ttu:i t Etrone; nil;ita1,_ t · tr..:,de 

unions 8 F c _;es~ent~al if ·the r:i [:hts of the world n_,-:; ·, eople nre 

tQ_pe full y r rotec t ed and if !h oy 1;1r ~ to c bt2in fron t heir 

emp loyer~ just wo r:- es end workin::· co nditions . 

Ministers believ e that trade unions which have the confidence 

of the ma jbri t y of workers in an i f::dustry or ser vice should be 

recognised. It supports the principle of a poll in any i ndustr y 
. 
where more than one union is seeking reco gnition or where no 

union is reco gnised . The Government is v e,r y consci ous of t h e 

human and economic problems ' h a t r 0su lt from increased 

mech anisatt oh of the sugBr aYJd rice industri es and from the 

reorg anization of work on the waterfront and elsewh ere and has 

tal<: en steps to have them studied b y exp er ts .provided by the 

University Co l l eg e of the West I n dies . It is hoped that t h : s 

study will help to provide solutions to these problems . 

The Governmen t: wishes to i mprove and extend t h e 

present l abour l awsto give gr e ater pro t e ction to workers . I t will 

continu e t o en co ur a g~ the es.t g:ib l isl:Jmen t of s tro nr:, i nd er- e:Qd ent and 

democratic tr ade unions_,_fr-ee from o utsi d e control and will nlso 

cons ider th E: need for t hE establishmen t wher e necess ar ~- of wag es 

ao u:ccil s -·t:na adv.i sor ;,r commi t tees. The Gov er nment p r op o s e s to futroduce 

legislation wt ich will se ek a r ea so n able reconcilia tio n of 

the need for tr ade a:c.io~iats t o enter, for org FJ nizational 

purposes 3 the priva t e lands of emp loyers where employees live 

w1 th the proper rights of such anplo yer s in r espect of such 

lands. The Gov ernment also con t em· l a tes legisla tion th a t will 

better balance the publi c inter e st with the reasonable ri ghts 

,-
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of workers i n Essential Services end that will p r ovide for 

the better oo n tro 1 of trade uni on finances. 

Heal th 

With valuable hel p from the World Heal th Organisa t i on, 

much has already been done over .the List four years to improve health 

and hospital facilit i es. The present ne twork of cottage hospitsls 

and health centres will be extended to· include· s·till more rural 

communities. An environmental sanitation campaign has al ready 

begun. This programme aims at general sanitary improvement in 

the rural areas and i n narticular to provide sanit::J.ry facilit i es 

at rural schools and to •help with the train ing of Guianese in 

public health administra tion, heal th engineering , and other 

aspects of public heal th. These include l aboratory techniC.!.ues , 

p ur e water development, leprosy contro l, public heal th nursi ng 

and a number of related ma tters. 

It is intended to reorganise the p ub li c health serv ice 

and to revise hea lth legislation so that greater attention will 

be paid to the real public health issues of mi l k , water an d 

meat control. The control of housing wi l l be handed over to 

the lo cal au thori ti es . 

A new food and a.rug law to give better pro tection 

·- •- to •co.nsumers from inferior- and dangerous p roducts as well as 

false advertis ing i s in the p rocess of preparation. 

With expert help from the In terna tion8l Cooperation 

Administration, improvements will continue to be made in the 

working of the presen t inadequ ate hospitals. A suitable site has 

been reserved for a new Hospital i n Georgetown, some preliminary 

planning has been done and the Government hopes to be able to 

get such professional advice and financial help as will enable 

it ~p-eedily to p rovide th e much- needed new Hospital in Geor g etown 

as well as effecting improvements in hospit~ls elsewhere • . ' · .. · '. 

Government p roposes to end fee co llec t ion of 

medical officers in due course and a start has been made with 

the creation of a new non-fee collecting district in the Esse(~uibo 

Islands. The ultimate aim of government is a national health s ervice 

patterned on the United King dom model. 
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Pure Wa ter 

P ure water is an important ele:nent in any heal t h 

progr amme . The annua.l expenditure on pure water supply is row 

ne ar l y trebl e tb,at of t he p re-1957 period and the government 

in tends that this pa.oe shou l d be mai ntained until the @)al has 

been a chieved o f a water tap in ever y home . My Government wi l l 

introduce legislation to enable the creation of a Corporation 

to co n t r ol the supp l y, distribu tion and conservBtion of pure 

water. 

The Public Service 

The Government must look to the Public Service for the 

successful carr ying- out of these p lans and it does so with 

c<lDnfidence, a lthough it appr-"i l'l tes that the execu tion of a 

development p ro gramme as here outlined will p ut a specially heavy 

burden on the whole Service . T> e Government is aware of the 

n eed, within the limit of the fi na nces at its dispo sal, t o 

improv e the remunera tion of public servan ts, i ncluding the Poli ce, 

and teac..riers in primary school s . Thi s has been t he sub j ec t of 

e!lCluir y b y the Guillebaud Commission and t he Government i s 

urgently considering the recen tly p ublished Report of tha t 

Commiss i on. My Min~sters are also sensible o f the urgent need 

to expand training facilities for Guianese so as t o comple te 

Gu 1-ani z o t io :p_ as... .qu i ck ly as po s s i ble • 

Conclusion 

These are the main f ea tures of the programme on which 

my Govermrent is no w embarking and Glthou ~h they a re no more 

t han i s necessary to make such an immedia t e improvement in the 

prosperity and well- being of Bri ti sh Guiana and ~ts p eople as 

all desire and as is reasonably p ossible, t h ey will re".._uir e f'! o r e 

money than can a t present be foreseen, even with t he help we have 

received from Britain t '-:i r oug.h. Coloni a l Development & Welfare pa yments 
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and Exchequer loans Bnd from the InternRtional Co-operation ·, 
Administration and from Specialized Agencies of the United 

Nations. 

We need large loans interes-t-fr' ee or at low r a tes 

of interest so that, if skilled staff can be p~ocured., we 

can begin a wide variety of projects simultaneously. The 

assault on poverty must be ori a mae,sive scale and on many 

fronts o It is only in that way that our eco!.1omy can begin 

to expand; at present we are barely keeping pace with the 

incr ease in our popu l ation. If we are to move forward into 

~ ' • t .. 

the phase of rapid and self-sustaining growth, it is essenti a l 

that subs tan ti a 1 funds be found fur th er II to pri me the pump 11 
• 

Tae interest of friends in North America has been aroused 

and the Premier has been inv ited by ':he President of t he 

United St...,~3s to call upon him d 1Jring the Premier 's forth­

coming visit. The Canad:'i.an Government has i~·-•~ +: ed the 

nr.~· .~-::.-· to make an official visit to Ottawa. It is to be 

hoped that from these contacts and from the presentation o f 

our circumstances, our needs and our aspir ations that will 

be made then and in the future, help wi 11 flow. 

I t will be the e2rnest aim of my Government in 

carrying out all its po li cie s to maintain for all peo TJ le the 

freedoms enshrined in the pres:en t Cons ti tu tion. 

•~ ~~-~r~i"O-ii"'1~-~~• f 




