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STAND ING ORDERS OF THE SENATE 

SENATORS AND OFFICERS DP THE SENATE 

1. OATH OF ALLEX:aANCE 

(1) Except for the purpose of electing a 
President and Vice-President after the appointment of 
a new Senate no Senator shall ·take part in the proceed­
ings of the Senate until he has made and subscribed the 
oath or affirmation of allegiance in the fonn set out in 
the Appendix to these Orders. 

(2) Immediately following the election of a 
President and Vice-President after the .appointment of a 
new Senate, the Clerk shall administer the oath first to 
the President and Vice-President and then to the other 
Senators. 

(3) At any other time~ the oath shall be 
administered by the Clerk immediately after Prayers. 

. . 

2. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 

(1) Whenever it is necessary for the Senate to 
elect a Senator to be President, the procedure for _the · 
election shall be as provided :in this Order. 

(2) .Any Senator, having first ascertained that the 
Senator .to be proposed is willing to serve if elected, 
may, addressing himself to the Clerk, propose any other 
Senator (not being a l'lfinister or a Parliamentary 
Secretary) to the Senate as President. The proposal 
shall require to be seconded but no debat e shall be 
allowed. 

7 

(3) If only one Senator is so proposed, he shall be 
declared by the Clerk to have been elected. 
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(4) If more than one Senator is so proposed, the 
Senate shall -proceed to elect a President by ballot. 

(5) The procedure for the holding of a ballot shall 
be as follows:-

- ...... ~ 

{a) Every Senator present _shall, if he desires, 
wri. te upon a ballot-paper t_o be supplied 
to him by the Clerk the name of the person 
so proposed whom he desires to be 
President. 

{b) The Clerk shall then call the names of all 
the Senators and each Senator who so 
desires shall, as his name is call ed, come 
to the Table and drop his ballot-paper 
into a glass thereon in such a manner as 
not to disclose how he is voting. 

(c) When all Senators who wish to do so have 
dropped their ballot-paper in the glass, 
the Clerk shall examine the ballot-papers 
and report the result of the ballot. 

(d) If no Senator receives a majority of votes, 
but two or more Senators receive the same 
number of votes, and that number of votes 
exceeds the number of votes received by aey 

.z • 

other Senator, a second ballot shall be taken, 
in the manner prescribed in the three 
preceding sub-paragraphs save that no vote 
shall be cast for any Senator except one or 
other of the Senators who received an equal 
number of votes. 

(e) If upon the holding of the second ballot, 
referred to in sub-paragraph (d) of this 
paragraph, two or more Senators receive an 
equal number of votes, subsequent ballots 
shall be held unt il one Senator has been 
duly elected. 

(f) A Senator shall not drop aey ballot-paper 
into the glass save his own. 

I' 
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(g) A Senator who arrives after the names of 
the Senators have been called and before 
the Clerk has begun his examination of the 
ballot-papers, shall be entitled to record 
his vote in the manner prescribed in this 
Stand:i]lg Order. 

3o ELECTION OF VIC~PRESIDENT 

(1) Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of 
Vice-President the Senate shall, in accordance with · 
.Article 52 of the Constitution, proceed to elect a 
Senator to be Vice-Presidento 

(2) The election of the Vice-President shall be 
conducted in a similar manner to the election of the 
President save that the President, if present, shall 
preside. 

4. PRESIDING IN THE SENATE AND IN COMMITTEE 

(1) The President or, in his absence, the Vice­
President or, if they are both absent, a Senator (not 
being a_Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected 
by the Senate for that sitting shall preside at each 
sitting of the Senate and shall act as Chairman of 
Committees of the whole Senate. 

·c 2) Save as otherwise provided in these Standing 
Orders, the Vice-President, .or other Senator presiding, 
shall have all the authority and power of the President 
when presiding or otherwise performing the function of 
the President. 

( 3) The President may, without any formal 
communication to the Senate or to the Committee, 
request the Vice-President to take the Chair. 

(4) The President in the Senate and the Chairman 
in Committee shall have power to regulate the conduct 
of business in all matters not provided for in these 
Standing Orders o 
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· 5. LANGUAGE 

(1) The proceedings and debates of the Senate shall 
be in the English l anguage. 

(2) Ever;r petition shall be in the English language. 

6. DUTIES OF THE CLERK 

(1) The Clerk shall be r esponsible for keeping· t he 
Minutes of Proceedings of the Senate and of Commi tt.ees of 
t~e whol e Senate, which shall record the names of Senators 
attending, all decisions taken and details of ever;r 
di vision held. · · 

(2) The Clerk shall submit the Minutes of the 
Proceedings of each sitting to the President for his 
signature and shall then circulate copies thereof to 
Senators before the commencement of the next sittiIJg. 

(3) At the end of each session, the Clerk shall 
cause to be prepared. and placed in the records of the 
Senate a bound volume containing the Mln.utes of Proceed­
ings of that session, marked with all such correct ions as 
the President may have directed to be made therei n. 

(4) The Clerk shall be responsible for preparing 
from day to day an Order Book sho,dng · all business 
appointed for any future day and any notices of questions 
or motions which have been set down for a future day 
whether for a day named or not given. The Order Book 
shall be open to the i nspection of Senators at all 
reasonable hours. 

(5) The Cl erk shall be responsible for preparing 
for each sitting:-

(a) an Order Paper containing the business for 
that si·tting, and 

(b) a Notice Paper cont.aining all notices 
entered in the Order Book on the previous 
day if the Senate then sat, or, in the 
case of the first si tting after an 

.. 
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adjournment over one _or more days, all 
notices entered in the Order Book since the 
Senate -last sat. 

(6) On any day on which the Senate sits, copies of 
both the Order Paper and the Noti ce Paper shall be ma.de 
availablj to Senators before the commencement of the 
sitting. During an adjournment of the Senate for more 
than seven days, a Notice Paper shall be published:-

(a) six clear days before the day on which the 
Senate is to meet, containing all noti ces 
entered in t he Order Book since the last 
sitting of the Senate; and 

. (b) thereafter on any day (not being a Sunciq) 
·following that on which any new notice shall 
have been · entered in the Order Bo.ok. 

(7) Whenever the Senate shall have adjourned for more 
than fourteen .days,· the Clerk shall, i f the President so 
direct, publish each week an Order Book showing all 
business so fax entered therein for:-

·(a) the day on which the _Senate is to meet, and 

(b) any day thereafter. 

· Such publication shall be in addition to those 
referred to in the previous paragraphs of this Order and 
shall be published on such day and' circulated to Senators 
under .such conditions as the President may direct. 

(8) The Clerk shall be responsibl e f or the custody 
of the votes, records, bills and other documents laid 
before the Senate, which shall be open to inspection by 
Senators and other persons under such arrangements as may 
be sanctioned by the President. 

(9) It shall be the responsibility of the Clerk to 
provide every Select_ Commit tee of the Senate with a clerk 
and, if so required by the Committee, a shorthand wri_ter. 
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7. QUORUM 

(1) The quorum of the Senate and of a Committee of 
the whole Senate shall consist of four Senators 
(excluding the Senator in the Chair). 

(2) If' any Senator draws the attention of the 
President in the Senate or of the Chainnan in Committee 
of the whole Senate to the fact that a quorum is not 
present, the President or Chainnan, as the case may be, 
shall direct Senators to be SUIIBlloned as if for a 
division. 

(3) When the order to summon Senators has been 
given in the Senate, the President shall, after t he 
expiration of five minut es, count the Senate. If a 
quorum is not then present, he shall adjourn the Senate 
without question put. 

(4) When the order to summon Senators has been 
given in Committee of t he whole Senate, the Chairman 
shall, after the expiration of two mnutes, count the 
Committee. If he ascertains that a quorum is not then 
pr esent, he shall leave the Cb.air, the Senate shall 
resume and the President shall count the Senate. If a 
quorum is then present, the Senate shall again resolve 
itself into Committee; but if -a quorum is not present, 
the President shall adjourn the Senate without question 
put. 

SITTI NGS DP THE SENATE 

8 . DAYS AND HOURS OF SITTING 

(1) The Senate shall meet on such days and at 
such times as i t may from time to t ime decide or, in 
default of such decision, as the President may direct. 

Provided, however, that if the President is 
satisfied that the publi c interest so requires, he shall 
summon the Senate to meet at a date earlier than that to 
which it stands adjourned. 

__.... - ~ 
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(2) The President may suspend a sitting at any time. 

9. ADJdUBNMENT OF THE SENATE 

(1) A sitting may be adjourned at any time if the 
Senate so decides. 

(2) · A-Minister may move "That the Senate do now 
adjourn" .at a:ny time a:fter the conclusion of questions at 
a:ny sitting and on such a motion b~ing made a debate may 
take place in which a:ny matter for which a Minister is 
responsible may be· raised by any Sen,ator who, in 
accordance with the next succeeding paragraph of· this 
Order, has obtained the right to raise a matter on the 
motion for the adjournment of the Senate on that day. 

(3) Any Senator who wishes to raise a matter tmder 
the foregoing paragra:ph of this Order shall give notice 
of that matter in writing to the Clerk not less than five 
clear days bef.ore the sitting concerned and the Clerk 
shall inform_the Ministry concerned of the Senator' s 
intention. Subject to the .giving of such notice the 
right to raise a matter shall be allotted for each 
sitting through such arrangements as the President may 
make. 

10. ADJOURNMEm - DEFINITE MATTER OF 
URGENT PUJ3LIC IMPORTANCE 

(1) No Senator other than a Minister may move the 
adjournment of. the Senate except in accordance with the 
following paragraphs ·of this Order. 

(2) -.A Senator who wishes so to ask leave to move 
the adjournment of the Senate shall, before the colllillence­
meht of the sitting, hand to the President a written 
notification of the matte_r which he wishes to discuss. 
The President shall refuse to allow the claim unless he 
is satisfied that the matter is definite, urgent and of 
public importance, and may properly be raised on a 
motion for the adjournment of the Senate. 
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(,) If the President is so sati sfied and either 

(a) leave of the Senate is given; or 

/6 

(b) if it is not given, at least four Senators 
rise in their places to support the request, 

the motion shall stand until such hour on the same day as 
the President may appoint, and at that hour any proceeding 
on which the Senate is engaged shall be postponed until 
the motion for the adjournment is disposed -of. 

(4) · Not more than one mo_tion for the adjournment of 
the Senate under this Order may be allowed at one sitting. 

ARRANGEMENT OF .BUSINESS 

11. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Unless the Senate otherwise directs, the business of 
each sitt ing day shall be transacted in the foll owing 
order:-

(a) Formal entry of President. : 

(b) Prayers. 

(c) Oath of allegiance of a new Senator. 

(d) Messages from the Govez:nor. 

(e) Announcements by the President. 

(f) Presentat ion of Petitions. 

(g) Presentation of Papers and Reports from 
Select Committees. 

(h) Questions to Ministers. 

(i) Statement s by Ministers. 

(j) Personal explanations:-

(k) Requests for leave to moV'e the adjournment 
of the Senate on matters of urgent public 
importance. 
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(1) Motions relating to the Business or 
Sittings of the Senate and moved by a 
Minister. 

(m) Introduction of oills. 

( n) Public Business. 

PETITIONS AND PAPERS 

12. PR&'3ENTATION OF PETITIONS 

(1) Every Petition intended to be presented to the 
Senate must conclude with a prayer setting forth the 
general object of the Petition. 

(2) A Petition shall not be presented to the Senate 
unless it shall have been endorsed by the Clerk as being 
in accordance with the rules in regard to Pet itions. 

(3) The Senator presenting a Petition may state 
concisely the purport of the Petition. 

(4) All Petitions shall be ordered to lie upon the 
Table without question put unless a Senator when present­
ing a Petition moves for 'it to be read_, printed or 
referred to a Select Committee and any such motion shall 
be dete:nnined without amendment or debate. 

(5) The Senate will not receive a:r:rr Petition:­

(a) which is not addressed to the Senate and 
which is not properly and respectfully 
worded; or 

(b) which has not at least one signature on the 
sheet on which the prayer of the Petition 
appears and which has not at least the 
prayer at the head of each subsequent sheet 
of signatures. 

13. PR&'3ENTATION OF PAPERS 

(1) Every paper shall be presented by a Minister 
and its presentation shall be recorded in the Minutes of 
Proceedi.?l88. 

)7 
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(2) J. lti.nister presenting a paper may make a short 
explanatory statement of its contents but no debate shall 
then take place upon any such statement. 

(3) All papers presented to the Senate shall be 
ordered to lie upon the Tabl e without question put and 
any motion for the printing thereof shall be determined 
without amendment or debate. 

OUESTIDNS 

14. NATURE OF QUESTIONS 

Questions may be put to Ministers relating to public 
affairs for which they are officially responsible. 

15. NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

(1) A question shall not be asked without notice, 
unless it is of an urgent character or relates to the 
business of the day, and the Senator has, before the 
commencement of the sitting, obtained the leave of the 
President to ask it. 

(2) Notice of a question may be handed by a Senator 
to the Clerk when the Senate is sitting, or may be sent 
to or left at the office of the Clerk at any time during 
the hours prescribed for the purpose. Every such notice 
must be signed by the Senator giving it. 

(3) A Senator who desires an oral answer to a 
question shall mark his notice with an asterisk and such 
a question shall be put down for a day to be named by 
the Senator being a day not earlier than fourteen clear 
days after the question has appeared on the Notice Paper. 
A question not so marked may be put down for the next 
sitting day of the Senate and the answer when received 
shall be circulated with the Minutes of Proceedings. 

16. CONTENTS OF QUl!STIONS 

(1) The right to ask a question shall be subject 

·---· 
.. . 
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to the following general rules, as to the interpretation 
of which t~e President shall be the sole judge:-

(a) Ti:le proper object of a question is to 
obtain information on a question of fact 
within the official cognisance of the 
·Minister to whom it is addressed, or to 
ask for official action. 

(b) A question shall not include the names of 
persons, or any statements of fact, unless 
they be necessary to render the question 
intelligible. 

(c) If a question contains a statement of fact, 
the Senator asking it shall make himself 
responsible for the accuracy of the state­
ment, and no question shall be based upon 
a newspaper report, or 11pon an unofficial 
publication. 

(d) No Senator shall address the Senate upon 
ar,y question, and a question shall not be 
made the pretext for a debate. 

(e) Not more than one subject shall be referred 
to in a:ny one question, and a question shall 
not be of excessive length. 

(f) A question shall not contain arguments, 
inferences, opinions, imputations, epithets, 
ironical expressions or hypothetical cases. 

(g) A question shall not be asked:-

(1) which raises an issue already decided 
in the Senate, or which has been 
answered fully during the current 
session, or to which an answer has 
been refused; 

(11) -seeking information about matters 
.which are in their nature secret; 

I 
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(iii) regarding proceedings in a 
COIIDli.ttee which have not been placed 
before the Senate by a report from 
the Committee; 

(iv) which deals with matters referred 
to a Commission of Enquiry or with­
in the jurisdiction of the Chairman 
of a Select Committee. 

(v) as to the character or conduct of 
any person except in his official 
or public capacity; 

( vi) about any matter then pending before 
any Court of Justice, or wh:ch re­
flects on the decision of a Court 
of Justice ; . ' ' 

(vii) reflecting on the character or 
conduct of any person whose conduct 
can only be challenged on a sub­
stantive motion under Standing 
Order 34 {Contents of Speeches); 

(viii) asking whether statements in the 
press, or of private individuals, 
or unoffi cial bodies are accurate; 

(ix) the answer to which can be found by 
reference to available official 
publicati ons; or 

(:x) referring discourteously to, or 
seeking information about, the 
internal affairs of any territory 
within the Commonwealth or of a 
friendly Foreign Country. 

(h) A question shall not solicit the expression 
of an opinion on t he solution of an abstract 
legal question, or of a hypothetical pro­
posit1on. 

..t ... 
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(2) If the President is of the opinion that any 
question of which a Senator has given notice to the Clerk 
infringes the provisions of any Standing Order or is in 
any way an, abuse of the right of questioning, he may 
direct:-

(a) that the Senator concerned be informed 
that the question is out of order; or 

(b) that the question be entered in the Order 
Book with 'such alterations as he may direct. 

17. MANNER OF ASKING AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS 

(1) At the time appointed for the oral asking and 
answering of questions under Standing Order No. 11 
(Order of Business) , the President shall call in turn 
upon each Senator in whose name a question stands upon 
·the Order Paper, in the order in which the questions are 
printed. Each Senator so called shall rise in his place 
and ask the question by reference to its number on the 
Order Paper, · and the Minister questioned shall give his 
reply • 

(2) After the answer to a question has been given 
supplementary questions may, at the discretion of the 
President, b~ put. for the purpose of elucidating the 
answer given orally, but the President may refuse any 
such question which in his opinion introduces matters 
not relative to the original question, or which infringes 
any of the provisions of Standing Order No. 16 (Contents 
of Questions), and may in that case dir ect that such 
question be not reported in the Official Report. 

(3) When all the questions for which an oral 
answer is required have been called, the President, if 
time permits, shall call again any question which has 
not been asked by reason of the absence of the Senator 
in' whose name it stands; in which case a Senator may 
ask a question for another Senator if deputed by him to 
do so. The President shall also call again any question 
which has not been answered by reason of the absence of 

... ~- ---·::rt:-C"-' r-n:> r-s1t1haa·rsc :e·w • 
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the Sena.tor to whom it is addressed. 

(4) A Minister may decline to answer a question, if 
the publicat ion of the ,answer would in his opinion be 
contrary to the public interest. 

(5) No question shall be asked later than three­
quarters of an hour after the opening of the sitting 
except any question which the President has allowed to 
be asked without notice under paragraph (1) of Standing 
Order No. 15 (Notice of Questions). 

(6) Questions which have not received an oral 
answer three-quarters of an hour after the opening of the 
sitting shall be answered in writing by the Minister to 
whom the question was addressed and copies of the answer 
shall be sent immediately after that hour to the Clerk, 
who shall send a copy to the Senator in whose name the 
question stood upon the Order Paper and cause the 
answer t o be circulated with the Minutes of Proceedings, 
unless at any time earlier than three-quarters of an hour 
after the opening of the sitting a Sena tor having a . ' ', 
question on the Order Paper but whose name has not yet 
been called by the President signifies to the Clerk at the 
Table his desire to postpone the question to a later 
sitting or to withdraw it. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

18. PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

With the leave of the President, a Senator may make 
a personal explanation at the time appointed under Stand.­
ing Order No. 11 (Order of Business) although there is no 
question before the Senate; but no controversial matter 
may be brought forward nor may debate arise upon the 

•~ explanation. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

19 • .ARRANGEMENT OF PUBLIC :BUSINESS 

(1) Public Business shall consist of orders of the 

-- -- ·-- ---t-:----
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day and notices of motion. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of these Standing 
Orders, Government Business shall have precedence on 
every day. 

(3) Government business shall consist of motions 
-proposed to be made and bills sponsored by Ministers and 
shall be set down in such order as the Government decides 
and communicates to the President. 

(4) Private Senators' business shall be set down on 
the Order Paper for a particular day in the order in which 
it was entered in the Order Book for that day, and 
business so entered shall take precedence over any private 
business postponed from the previous day. 

MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS THERETO 

20. QUESTIONS FOR DEBATE 

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution 
and of these Standing Orders, any Senator may introduce 
any bill other than a Money Bill or propose any motion 
for debate in, or may prese~t any petition to the Senate, 
and the same shall be disposed of according to these 
Standing Orders: 

Provided that, except on the recoD1111endation of 
the Governor signified by a Minister, the Senate shall 
not 

.. ,. i·-

proceed upon any bill (including any 
amendment to a bill) which, in the opinion 
of the person presiding, makes provision 
for any of the following purposes -

(i) for imposing or increasing any tax; 

(ii) for imposing or increasing any charge 
on the revenues or other funds of 
British Guiana or for altering any 
~ch charge otherwise than b,y reducing 
it; or 

-:.., r~ ··- ' rt•- t:':i .. d :lb t ·-se· - - - _...., 
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(iii) for compounding or remitting any debt 
due to British Guiana; 

(b) proceed upon a:n.y motion (including any 
amendment to a motion) the effect of which, 
in the opinion of the person presiding, 
would be to make provision for any of the 
purposes aforesaid. 

(2) The signification of the recommendation of the 
Governor shall be recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

(3) When a question for debate has been proposed, 
debated and decided, it shall not be competent for any 
Senator to raise a question substantially identical thereto 
in the same session except upon a substantive motion for 
rescission. 

21. NOTICE OF MOTIONS OR AMENDMENTS ·"' 

(1) Where under any Standing Order notice is 
r equired such notice shall be given in writing, signed by 
the Senator and addressed to the Clerk. Such notice shall 
be handed to the Clerk when the Senate is sitting or sent 
to, or left at, the Clerk's Office during the hours 
prescribed for the purpose. 

(2) If the President is of opinion that any notice 
of motion which has been received by the Clerk infringes 
the provisions of any Standing Order or is in any other 
way out of order, he may direct:-

(a) that the Senator concerned be infonned that 
the notice of motion is out of order; or 

(b) that the notice of motion be entered in the 
Order Book with such alterations as he may 
direct. 

(3) Not more than three notices of motion in the 
name of the same Senator other than a Minister may be 
entered on the Order Paper of any sitting. 
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22. PERIOD OF NOTICE 

(1) Except as provided in the next succeeding 
paragraph a notice of a Government motion shall not be 
placed upon the Order Paper of any sitting earlier than 
the day following the day upon which it was published in 
the Notice Paper. 

(2) With the consent of the President, a notice of 
a Government motion may be placed upon the Order Paper 
for the sitting of the dey following that on which it 
was given to the Clerk. 

(3) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of 
Standing Order No. 65 (Reports from Select Committees) 
a notice of a Private Senator's motion shall not be 
entered in the Order Book, or placed upon the Order 
Paper, for a day earlier than fourteen clear days from 
the day on which the not ice was published in the Notice 
Paper. 

23. EXEMPTIONS FROM NOTICE 

Unless the Standing Orders otherwise provide, 
notice shall be given of any motion which it is proposed 

i 

to make, 'With the exception of the following:- j 
(a) a motion for the amendment of any motion; 

(b) a motion for the adjournment of the Senate 
or of a debate; 

(c) a motion for the election of a temporary 
presiding officer under paragraph (1) of 
Standing Order No. 4 (Presiding in the 
Senate and in Committee) ; 

(d) a motion for the suspension of Standing 
Orders put with the leave of the President ; 

(e) a motion for the withdrawal of straDgers; 

(f) a motion that the Senate resolve itself 
into Committee; 

- * ., .... ,t. . .j .- - ..w:...i 
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(g) a motion made in Committee of the whole 
Senate; 

(h) a motion for the suspension of a Senator; 

(i) a motion that a petition do lie upon the 
Tabl e and be read, printed or referred to 
a Select Committee; 

(j) a motion for the printing of a paper under 
paragraph (3) of Standing Order No. 13 
(Presentation of Papers); 

(k) a motion relating to a matter of privilege; 

(1) a motion arising out of any item of 
business made immediately after that item 
is disposed of and before the next i tem is 
entered upon; 

(m) a motion t o commit a bill to a Select 
Committee under paragraph (1) of Standil:lg 
Order No. 47 (C0111lil:i.ttal of Bill) 

(n) a motion t o recommit a bill under para­
graph (1) of Standing Order No. 52 
(Recommit t al of Bills reported from 
Committee of the Whole Senate); 

( o) a motion for the withdrawal of a bill under 
Standing Order No. 56 (Withdrawal of Bills); 

(p) a motion in respect of which notice bas been 
dispensed with under Standing Order No. 24 
(Dispensing with Notice). 

24. DISPENSING WITH NOTICE 

Notice shall not be dispensed with in the case of a 
motion or i n respect of any proceedings for which notice 
is required, except with the consent of the President and 
the unanimous assent of the Senators present at the time. 

25. PRIVILEnE MOTIONS 

(1) A motion directly concerning the privileges of 
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the Senate shall talce precedence of all other public 
business. 

(2) If during a sitting of the Senate a matter 
suddenly arises which appears to involve the privil~s 
of the Senate and which calls for the immediate inter­
vention of the Senate, the proceedings. may be 
interrupted, save during the progress of a division, by 
a motion based on such matter. 

26. MOVING OF MOTIONS 

(1) Subject to the Constitution and to these 
Standjng Orders, it shall be competent for any Senator 
to propose by _way of motion any matter for debate in 
the Senate. 

~-) 

(2) On a motion made and when necessary ~econded, 
the President shall propose the question to the Senate 
and after debate, if any, shall then put the question for 
the decision of the Senate. 

(3) If a motion embodies two or more separate 
propositions, the propositions may be proposed by the 
President as separate questio:as. 

(4) If a Senator desires to vary the terms of a 
motion standing in bis name, he may do so by gi. ving an 
amended notice of motion, provided that such amendment 
does not, in the opinion of the President, materially · 
alter any principle embodied in the original motion or 
the scope thereof. Such amended notice of motion shall 
run from the time at which the original notice of motion 
was given. 

'Z1. SFX!ONDIBG OF MOTIONS 

(1) In the Senate the question upon a motion or 
amendment shall not be proposed by the President unless 
such motion or amenmnent has been seconded: 

Provided that Government business shall not require 
seco~. 
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(2) In Committee a seconder shall not be required. 

28. MOTIONS NOT MOVED OR SECONDED 

(1) If a Senator does not move a motion or amend­
ment which stands in his name when he is called on, it 
shall be removed from the Order Paper unless some other 
Senat or, duly authorised by him in writing, move it in 
his stead: 

Provided that Government business may be moved by 
any Minister. 

(2) No question shall be proposed upon a motion or 
amendment, which under these Standing _Orders is . ·equired 
to be seconded, if it is not so seconded, and no record 
of proceedings upon the motion or -amendment shall be 
entered in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

29. WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS 

(1) A motion may be withdrawn, at the request of 
the mover, after it has been moved, by leave of the 
Senate or Committee, before the question is fully put 
thereon, provided there is no dissentient voice. 

(2) A motion so withdrawn may be made again 
provided that notice, as required by these Orders, is 
given. 

(3) If an amendment has been proposed to a 
question, the original motion cannot be withdrawn until 
the amendment has been disposed of. 

30. AMENDMENTS TO MOTIONS 

(1) When any motion is under consideration in the 
Senate or in a Committee thereof an amendment may be 
proposed to the motion if it is relevant thereto. 

( 2) An amendment may be proposed to any such 
amendment if it is ~elevant thereto. 
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(3) · An amendment to a motion may be moved and 
seconded at any time after the question upon the motion 
has been proposed by the President or Chairman, and 
before it has been put by the President or Chai.nnan at 
the conclusion of the debate upon the motion • . When 
every such amendment has been disposed of, the 
President or Chairman shall either again propose the 
question upon the motion or shall propose the question 
upon the _motion as amended, as the case may require, 
and af'ter any further debate which may arise thereon, 
shall put the question to the Senate or Committee for 
its decision. 

(4) (a) Upon any amendment to leave out any of 
the words of the motion, the question 
to be proposed shall be "That the words 
proposed to be left out be left out of 
the question". 

(b) Upon any amendment to insert words in, 
or add words at the end of, a motion, 
the question to be proposed shall be 
"That these words be there ·inserted" 
(or "added"). · 

(c) '(Jpon any amendment to leave out words 
and insert or add other words instead, 
a question shall first be proposed 
"That the words proposed to be left out be 
left out of the question", and only if 
that question is agreed to, shall the 
question then be proposed "That those 
words be there inserted" (or "added"). 

(d) When two or more amendments are proposed 
to be moved to the same motion, the 
President shall call upon the· movei:s in 
the orqer in which their amendments 
relate to the text of the motion, or in 
case of doubt in such order as he shall 
decide. 
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(e) Any amendment may be withdrawn at the 
request of the mover~ by leave· or the 
Senate or Committee, _before the question 
is fully put thereon, provided that there 
is no dissentient voice. 

(5) (a) A:ny amendment to an amendment which a 
Senator wishes to propose may be moved 
and seconded at any time after the 
question upon the original amendment has 
been proposed, and before it has been put 
at the conclusion of the debate on the 
original amendment. 

(b) The provisions of paragraph (4) of this 
Order shall apply to the discussion of 
amendments to amendments except that in 

' any question to be put, the words 
"original amendment" shall be substituted 
for the word "question". 

(c) When ·every such amendment to an amendment 
has been disposed of, the President shall 
either again ·propose the question upon 
the original amendment, or shall propose 
the ques·tion upon the otiginal amendment 
as amended, as the case may require. 

(G) Any amendment, whether in the Senate or in 
Committee of the whol e Senate shall be put i nto writing 
by the mover and deli vered to_ the Cler~ before the 
question is proposed thereon. · 

( 7) When the question upon. an amendment to a 
motion has been proposed by the President or Chairman 
an earlier part of the motion may not be amended unless 
t he amendment under discussion is withdrawn. 

(8) An amendment shall not raise any question 
which, by these Standing Orders, can only be raised by 
a substantive motion after notice. 
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RIJLES OF DEBATE 

;1. · TIME AND MANNER OF SPEAKING 

(1) A Senator desiring to speak shall rise in his 
place and if called upon shall address the Chair. No 
Senator shall speak unless called upon by the President 
or Chairman. 

(2) If two or more Senators rise at the same time, 
the President or Chairman shall call upon the Senator 
who first catches his eye. 

(3) Every Senator shall confine his· observations 
to the subject under consideration, and, · where·more than 
one question has been proposed, as by way of amendment, 
the debate must be relevant to the last question so 
proposed, until it has been disposed of. 

(4) No.Senator shall speak more than once on axry 
question except 

(a) in Committee; 

(b) in explanation as prescribed in paragraph 
(4) of this Order; or 

(c) in the case of the mover of a substantive 
motion or .the Senator in charge of a bill, 
in reply: · 

Provided that any Senator may, without prejudice 
to his right to speak at ·a later period of the debate, 
second a motion ~r amendment by rising in his place and 
stating that it is his intention to second the motion or 
amendment. 

(5) A Senator who has spoken on a question DJay 

again .be h~~ to offer explanation of sqme material 
·part of his speech loUlich he claims .has been mis­
represented; but he shall not introduce new matter. 

( 6) A Senator who has spoken mey speak again when 
a nev question has been proposed by the President or 

I 
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Chairman such as a proposed amendment or a motion for the 
adjournment of the debate. 

(7) A SenatQr shall not read his speech except with 
the l eave of the President but he may read extracts from 
books or papers in support of his argument, and may 
refresh his memory by r eference to notes. 

(8) No Senator may speak on any question after it 
has been fully put to t he vote by t he President or Chair­
man, that is, after the voices of the Ayes and Noes have 
be.en collected. 

(9) No Senator may speak on any matter in which he 
has a direct personal. pecuniary interest, withou,:. 
discl osing the extent of that interest. 

,2. RIGHT OF REPLY 

(-1) The mover of a motion may reply after all the 
other Senat ors present have -had an opportunity of 
addressing the Senate and before the question is put, 
and after such r.eply no other Senator may speak, except 
as provided in p&ragraph (2) of this Order. 

(2) A Minister may conclude a debate on any motion 
which is critical of the Government , or reflects 
adve~ely on or is calculated to bring discredit upon, 
the Government or a Government Officer. 

'3. INTERHUP'l'IONS 

No Senator shall interrupt another Senator except: 

(a ) by rising to a point of order, when the 
Senator speaking shall resume his seat 
and the Senator interrupting shall simply 
direct at tention to the point which he 
desires t o bring to _notice_and.submit it 
to the-President or Chairman for decision; 
or 

....__, 
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(b) to -elucidate some matter raised by that 
Senator in the course of his speech, 
provided that the Senator speaking is 
willing to give way- and _resymes his seat 
and that the Senator wishing ·to interrupt 
is called by the Chair. 

34. CONTENTS OF -SP~ 

(1) Reference shall not be made to any matter which 
is sub judice, in such a way- as might in the opinion of 
the Chair prejudice the interests of parties thereto. 

(2) It shall be out of order to ·attempt to reconsider 
any specific question upon which the Senate has come to a 
_conclusion during the current session except upon a 
substantive motion for rescission. 

(3) It shall be out of order to use offensive and 
insultillg language about Members of either Chamber of the 
Legislature. 

(4) Senators may- be referred to by name. 

(5) No Senator shall impute imprc>per motives to any 
Member of either Chamber of the Legj,slature_;· 

(6) Her Majesty's or the·Governor ' s name shall not 
be used to influence the Senate.· 

( 7) The conduct of Her Maj-esty and Members of the 
Royal Family shall not be called in question. 

(8) The conduct of the Governor or Officer 
administering the Government; Members of either Chamb~r 
of .the Legislature, Judges of the Supreme Court· or other 
persons pe+'f orming judicial functio~ shall not be 
raised except upon a substantive motion mov~ for the 
_purpose. 

35. SCOPE OF DEBATE 

(1) · Debate upon any motion, bill or amendment 
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shall be -rel evant to such motion, bill or amendment , 
except in the case of a motion for the adjournment of 
the Senate. 

(2) When an amendment proposes to leave out words 
and to add or insert other words instead of them, debate 
upon the question "That the words proposed to be left 
out be left out of the question11 may include both the 
words proposed to be left out and those proposed to be 
added or inserted. 

(3) On an amendment proposing only to leave out 
words. or to add or insert words, debate shall be confined 
to the omissi on, addition or insert ion·of such w~rds 
respectively. 

(4) Debate upon~ motion "That the debate be now 
adjourned" , or "That t he Senate do now adjourn" if moved 
during any debate, or in Committee upon any motion "That 
the Cb.airman do report progress and ask leave to sit 
again", shall be confined to the matter of such motion; 
and a Senator who has made or seconded such motion shall 
not be entit led to move or second any similar motion 
during the same debate. 

36. ANTICIPATION 

(1) It shall be out of order to anticipate a bill 
by discussion upon a motion dealing with the subject 
matter of that bill. 

(2) _It shall be out of order to anticipate a bill 
or a notice of motion by discussion upon an amendment, 
or a motion for the adjournment of the Senate. 

(3) In detenoining whether discussion is out of 
order on th~ grounds of anticipation, re~ shall be 
had by the Chair to the _probability of the matt~ 
anticipated being brought before the Senate .within a 
reasonable time. 

~ .... ...-.. ...::!!:.:... a.- ... -- .. ...........-..-
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37. CLOSURE OF DEBATE 

(1) After a question has been proposed any Senator 
may at any time during the course of debate move "That 
the question be now put", and unless it appears to the 
President that that motion is an abuse of the Standing 
Orders of the Senate or an infringement of the rights of 
the minority, the question "That the question be now put" 
shall be put forthwith. No debate on this motion shall 
be allowed, and if the motion is carried, the debate then 
before the Senate shall cease and the question before the 
Senate shall be put forthwith. 

(2) When the motion "That the question be now put" 
has been carried, and the question consequent thereon 
has been decided, any Senator may move that any other 
question already proposed from the Chair be now put , 
and if the assent of the Chair is given such question 
shall be put forthwith and decided without amendment or 
debate. 

( 3) A motion under this Standing Order shall not be 
decided in the affirmative if it appears on a division 
that less than seven Senators voted in the majority in 
support of the motion. 

( 4) The provisions of this Order shall apply only 
when, in the Senate, the President himself, or in 
Committee, the Chairman is in the Chair. 

38. RULES FOR MEMBERS NOT SPEAKING 

A Senator present in the Senate during a debate 

(a) shall enter or leave the Senate wi'th 
decorum: . 

. (b) shall not read books, newspapers, letters 
or other documents save such as relate to 
the business before the Senate; 

(c) shall maintain ~ilenc~ while another 
Senator is speaking, and shall not 
interrupt, except in accordance with these 

_ Stan_ding Orders; and · 
(d) ~l otherwise conduct himself in a fit 

and proper mmmer. 
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RULES OP ORDER 

39. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ORDER IN THE S~ATE 
AND m COMMITrEE. 

)t 

(1) 'l'he President in t he Senate and the Chai:rman 
in Co.llllllittee shall be responsi ble for the observance of 
the rules of order in the Senate and Committee 
respectively and their decision upon any point of order 
shall not be open to appeal and shall not be reviewed 
by the Senate except upon a substantive motion made 
after notice. 

(2) When the President or Chairman rises, any 
Senator then speaking or wishing to speak shall .:.mmed­
iately resume his seat and the Senate, or the Committee, 
shall be silent. 

40. ORDER m THE SENATE AND ,m COMillTTEE 

(1) The President or t he Chairman, after having 
called t~e at tention of the Senate, or of the Committee, 
to 'the conduct of a Senator who persists in irrelevance, 
or tedious repetition either of his own arguments, or of 
the arguments used by other Senators in debate, may direct 
him to discontinue his speech and to resume his seat. 
· (2) The President or t he Chairman shall order any 
Senator whose conduct is grossly disorderly to withdraw 
immediately from the Senate during the remainder of that 
day's sitting, and may direct suc.h s t eps to be taken as 
are required t o enforce this order. But if, on any 
occasion, the President or ·the Chairman considers that his 
powers under the previous provisions of this Order are 
ir..:1dequate, t he President or Chairman may name such 
Senator for disregarding .the authority of the Chair under 
this Standing Order, in which event the procedure pre­
scribed in the next succeeding paragraph sho.uld be 
followed. 

(3) Whenever a Senator has been named by the Presi­
dent, or by the Chairman, then:-

(a) if the offence :1as been committed in the 
Senate, the Pr esident shall call upon a 
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Minister to move "'rbat Mr ••••••••••.•••• 
be suspended from the service of the 
Senate. " The President shall put the 
question on such motion forthwith, no 
seconder being required and no amend­
ment, adjournment -or debate being 
allowed; 

(b) if the offence has been committed in 
Committee, the Chairman shall forthwith 
suspend the proceedings of t he Committee 
and, as soon as the Senate has resumed, 
shall report the circumstances, where­
upon the procedure provided for in the 
preceding sub-paragraph shall be 
followed; · · 

(c) if any such motion be carried, and a 
Senator be .suspended, ·his suspension on 
the first occasion shall continue until 
the expiration of the fifth day, and on 
the second occasion until the expiration 
of the tenth day, on which the Senate 
sits after the day on which he was sus­
pended, and on the third or any subse­
quent occasion until the Senate resolves 
that such suspension be terminated. 

(4) Not more than one Senator shall be named at 
the same time, unless several Senators present together 
.have jointly committed the offence . 

(5) A Senator who is directed to withdraw or who 
is suspended under this Standing Order shall forthwith 
leave the Senate and its precincts. 

(6) If any Senator who bas be.en directed to with­
draw or who has been suspended under the Standing Order, 
refuses at any time to ~bey the direction of the Presi­
dent to withdraw from the Senate and its precincts, the 
President shall call th3 attention of the Senate to the 
fact that recourse to force is necessary in .order to 
compel obedience to his direction, and the Senator named 
by him as having so refused to obey his direction shall 

'"---• ' __..:r rtn h • 6 
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thereupon without further question be suspended from the 
service of the Senate during the remainder of the session. 

(7) If resort to for ce is necessary, the President 
may suspend the sitting during the removal of the Senator. 

(8) A Senator who i s directed to wit hdraw or who 
is suspended under this Standing Order shall not be enti­
tled to attend t he sitting from which he was directed to 
withdraw or in a case of suspension to attend any sitting 
or enter the precincts of t he Senate until the termina­
tion of his suspension. 

(9) In the case of grave disorder arising in the 
Senate, the President may, if he thinks it necessary to 
do so, adjourn the Senate without question put, or sus­
pend the sitting for a time to be named by him. 

(10) Nothing in this Order shall be taken to 
de.prive the Senate of the power of proceeding against any 
Senator according to any resolution of the Senate. 

VOTING 

41. DECISI ON OF QUESTIONS 

(1) Save as otherwise provi ded in the Consti­
tution or in these Standing Orders all questions proposed 
for decision in the Senate or in Committee shall be 
determined by.a majority of the votes of the Senators 
present and voting. 

(2) The President or other Senator presiding shall 
not vote unless on any ques tion the votes are equally 
divided, in which case be shall have and exercise a cast­
ing vote. 

42. COLLECTION OF VOICES 

(1) At the conclusion of a debate upon _any ques­
tion t he President or Chairman shall put that question 
for the decision of the Senate, and shall collect the 
voices of the Ayes and of the Noes, after which no 
f'u.rther debate may take place ··upon that question. 



3 '1 
31. 

· ( 2) The 1".esul t shall be declared by the President 
or Cbainnan stating "I think the Ayes have it" or "I 
think the Noes have it" as the case may be, but a:ny 
Senator may challenge the opinion of the Chair by claim­
ing a division. 

43. DMSIONS 

(1) A division shall be taken by the Clerk calling 
each Senator's name and asking each Senator separately 
how he desires to vote and recording the vote acco~d­
ingly. The Clerk shall then announce the number of those 
who have voted for, those who voted against the proposal 
and those who declined to vote and the President or 
Chairman shall declare the result of the division. 

(2) Every Senator present, unless he expressly 
says that he declines to vote, shall record his vote 
either for the Ayes or the Noes. The Clerk shall enter . 
in the Minutes of Proceedings the record of each 
Senator's vote, together with the names of Senators who 
declined to vote. 

(3) If a Senator states that he voted in error or 
that his vote bas_been counted wrongly, he· may-cla:i:lll to 
have his vote. altered provided that such claim is made 
as .soon as the Clerk has announced the numbers and before 
the Chair bas declared the result of the division. Upon 
such claim being made the President, or Chairman, at his 
sole discretion shall either direct the Clerk to alter 
that Senator's vote or direct that a fresh division be 
held. 

PROCEDURE ON BILLS 

44. INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING 

(a) Bill s i ntroduced without leave. 

(1) Subject .. to ·the provisions of the Constitution 
and these ·Standing Orders a Senator, on behalf of the 
Government may, after notice, present a bill without the 
leave of the Senate for its i.n't;-roduction and when a bill 
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has bee~ so presented the t i~le of the bill shall be 
read by the Clerk and t he bill shall then be deemed to 
have been read the first time, and if not previously 
printed and publ ished in the Gazett e, the bill shall be 
so published and shall be set down for second reading on 
a day to be named by the Senator in charge of the Bill. 

(2) Every bill presented under this Standing 
Order shall be accompanied by a memorandum stating the 
objects of and reasons for the bill. 

(3) Copies of the bill shall be made available 
to every Senator as soon as possible after its 
publication. 

{b) Bills introduced with leave 

(1) Except as provided in the preceeding Standing 
Order and subject to the.provisions of the Constitution 
any Senator desiring to introduce a bill shall apply 
t o the Senate for leave to do so, stating at the same 
time the obj ects of and reasons for the bill. 

(2) Every such application shall be made in the 
form of a motion and the Senator making such application 
shall, a t the same time, deliver to the Clerk a copy of 
t he motion containing the title of his proposed bill. 

(3) Leave being granted on a question put and 
carried, the bill shall be deemed to have. been read tne 
first time with questi,on put, and ordered to be printed 
and published, and a copy of the bill shall be delivered 
t o the Clerk. 

(4) The bill shall thereupon be printed and 
published in the Gazette and copies thereof made avail­
able to eveey Senator . 

(c) Bill$ £rom the Legisl ative Assembly. 

'When a bill has been brought from the ~gi.slative 
Assembly it shall~ printed and circuiated to all 



... 

33. 

Senators. At the first meeting thereafter the President 
shall inform the Senate of the receipt of the Bill and 
name the Senato~ who has expressed his willingness to 
take charge of the bill. The bill shail then be recorded 
in the Minutes of Proceedings as having been read the 
first time, and shall be put down for second reading on 
a day to be named by the Senator in charge of the bill. 

45. APPOINTMENT OF DAYS FOR STAGES OF BILLS. 

(l) Subject to this Order, at the conclusion of 
the proceedings on any stage of a bill, the Senator in 
charge of the bill may either name a day to be appointed 
for the next stage of the bill or move that the next 
stage be taken forthwith. 

(2) · An interval of not less than three days must 
elapse between the first and second reading of a bill, 
unless the Senate on motion made and question put, agree 
to proceed with the bill at an earlier date, or forthwith. 

(:;) No bill shall be read a second time before the 
expiration of seven days from the date of its publication 
in the Gazette and until it has been printed and circu­
lated to Senators. 

46. PRINTING AND CIRCULATION OF BIW. 

(1) The Clerk shall be responsible for the print-
_ing of bills from the draft handed to him by the Senator 
in charge of the bill or, in the case of a Government 
bill, from the draft received by him with the notice of 
the presentation of the Bill and, before any bill is 
printed·, he shall satisfy himself that -

+zCk«ct ~ ,-0, -\g•~ 

(a) the bill is divided into successive 
clauses numbered consecutively; 

(b) the bill bas in the margin a short ·SUIIIIDlU"1' 
of each ciause; and . 

(c) the provisions ·of ·the bill do not go 
beyond its title. 
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(2) As soon as possible after the printing of a 
bill the Clerk shall circulate a copy to every Senator. 
The bill~ be accompanied by a short explanatory 
statement of its objects. 

(3) The Clerk shall as soon as possible cause 
every bill to be published in the Gazette. 

47. SECOND READING OF BILLS. 

(1) _On the second reading of a bill a debate may 
arise covering the general merits and principles of the 
bill. 

(2) To the question "Tbat the bill be now read a 
second time" an amendment may be proposed to leave out 
the vord "now" and add at the end of the question "upon 
this day six months", or an amendment may be. moved to 
leave out all the words after the word "that" in order 
to add words stating the object and motive on which the 
opposition to the bill is bas·ed, but such words must be 
strictly relevant to the bill and not deal with its 
details. 

48. COMMITTAL OF BILL. 

(1) When a bill bas been read a second time it 
shall stand committed to a Committee of the whole Senate, 
unless the Senate on motion made. commits it to a Sel ect 
·committee. Such motion shall not require notice and must 
be made immediately after the bill has been read a second 
time, and the qu~stion thereon shall be put withou t 
amendment or debate. 

{2) When a bill has been committed to a Select 
Committee, no further proceedings shall be taken thereon 
until the Select Committee bas presented its report to 
the Senate. 

(3) A bill, while under consideration in Committee 
of the whole Senate, may, on motion made in the Senate, 
be withdrawn from that Commit tee and be referred to a 
Select Commit tee, and the ref erence to a Select Committee 

. may- be in respect of the bill as a whole, or to 
specified clauses. 



35 

49. FUNCTIONS OF COMMITTEES ON BILLS· 

(1) · Acy ·Committee to which a bill is committed 
shall not discuss the principle of the bill but only its 
details. 

(2) ,Any such Committee shall have power to make 
such amendments therein as they shall think fit, provided 
that the amendments, including new clauses and new sched­
ules, are relevant to the subject matter of the bill; but 
i:f any such amendments are not within the title of the 
bill, they shall amend the title accordingly, and shall 
report the same to the Senate. 

50. PROCEDURE IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
SENA~ ON A BILL .. 

(1) The Chail"man in Committee of the whole Senate 
shall call the number of each clause in succession. If 
no amendment is proposed thereto, or when all proposed 
amendments have been disposed of, he shall propose the 
question "That the clause (or the clause as amended) 
stand part of the bill'i and, when all Senators who wish 
to speak thereon have spoken, he shall put that question 
to~ Committee for its decision. 

(2) Any proposed SJ!l~ndinents.of which notice has 
not been given shall be handed to the Chainnan in 
¢ting. 

.' (3) The following provisions shall apply to ~end• 
men ts relating to bills:- I ' 

(a) An amendment ~t be relevant to the 
subject matter of the bill, and to the 
subject matter of the clause to which .it 
rel.ates. · 

(b) An amezi.dment must not .be inconsistent with 
any clause already agreed to or with any 

. previous decision of the Committee. 

(c) An amendment must not be such as to make 
the clause which it proposes to amend 
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unintelligible or ungrammatical. 

(d) If an amendment refers to, or is not 
intelligible without, a subsequent amend­
ment or schedule, notice of the subsequent 
ame.ndment or schedule must ·be given before 

· or when the first amendment is moved so as 
to make the series of amendments intelli­
gible as a whole. 

(e) In order to save time and repetition of 
arguments, the Chairman may allow a single 
discussion to cover a series of inter- · 
dependent amendments. 

(:r) The Chairman may refuse to allow ....n amend­
ment, which is, in his opinion, frivolous 
or meaningless , to be mov~d. 

(g) Except upon the recommendation of the 
Governor, to be singified by a Minister 
and recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings, 
the Committee shall not proceed upon any 
amendment which, in the opinion of the 
Chairman, would make provision for any of 
the purposes described in paragraph (3) 
of Standing Order No. 43 (Introduction and 
First Reading) . 

(h) The Chairman may at any time during the 
discussion of a proposed amendment with­
draw it from the consideration of the 
Committee if, in his opinion, the discus­
sion shall have shown that the amendment 
violates the provisions of this Standing 
Order. 

-(4) The provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5) of 
Standing Order No. 30 -(.Amendments to Motions) shall apply 
to the discussi_on of amendments to bills, . with the substi­
tution where appropriate of the word_ "clause" for the 
word "motion" or the word "question", and of the 
word "Chai:rman" for the word "President" and the word 
"Committee" for the word "Senate" throughout. 
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(5) A clause may be postponed, unle·ss a decision · 
has already been taken upon an amendment_ thereto. Post­
poned clauses shall be considered after_ the remaining 
clauses of the bill have been considered and before new 
clauses are brought up. 

(6) Any proposed new clause shall be considered 
after the clauses of the bill have been disposed of and 
before consideration of any schedule to the bill: 

Provided that a new clause proposed in substitution . 
for a clause which has been disagreed to may be consid­
ered immediately after such disagreement. 

( 7) On the title of any new .clause being read by 
the Clerk the clause shall be deemed to have been read a 
first time. The question shall then be proposed "That 
the clause be read a second time"; if this is agreed to, 
amendments may then be proposed to the new clause. The 
final question to be proposed shall be nThat the clause 
[or the clause as amended] be added to the bill". 

(8) Schedules shall be disposed of in the same way 
as clauses and any proposed new schedule shall be consid­
ered after the schedules to .the bill have been disposed 
of, and shall be treated in the same manner as a _new 
clause. 

( 9) "When every clause and schedule and proposed 
new clause or schedule has been dealt with, the preamble, 
if there is one, shall be considered and the question put 
"That this be the preamble to the bill". No _amendment to 
the preamble ·shall be considered which is not made neces­
sary QY a previous amendment to the bill. 

(10) If any amendment to the title of the bill is 
made necessary by an amendment to the bill, it shall be 
made at the conclusion of the proceedings detailed above, · 
but no question shall be put that the ti tie [ as amended] 
·stand part of the bill; nor shall any question be put 
upon the enacting formula. 

(11) At the conclusion of the proceedings in 
Committee on a bill, the Chairman shall put the question 
"That the bill [ or the bill as amended] be reported to 
the "Senate" which question shall be .decided without 
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amendment or debate. 

(12) If any Senator, before the conclusion of 
proceedings on a bill, moves to report progress and such 
motion is carried, or i f the proceedings in a Committee 
of the whol e Senate have not been finished at the moment 
of int erruption, the Cbainnan shall leave the Chair of 
the Committ ee and the Senator in charge of the bill shall 
report progress to the Senate and ask leave to sit again, 
and name a day for the resumption of the proceedings. 

( 13) A Committee having me•t to consider a bill 
shall proceed with its consideration, except that during 
the proceedings on a bill the Senat or in charge ,-..f the 
bill may, subject to the discretion of the Chairman, move 
a motion 11Tbat the Committee .do not proceed further with 
the bil.l ". If the motion is carried the Committee· shall 
t hen report the bi ll to the Senate as so far amended or 
without amendment as the case may be, and make a special 
report and the bill shal l be ordered to lie upon the 
Table without question put. · 

51. PROCEDURE IN SELECT COMMITTEE ON A BILL 

A Select Committee on a bill shall be subject to 
Standing Orders No. 62 (Procedure in Select Committees) 
and No ~63 (Divisions in Select Committees) .but before 
reporting the bill to the Senate, it shall go through 
t he bill as provided in Standing Order No. 49 (Proce-. 
dure in Committee of the whole Senate on a Bill). 

52. PROCEDURE ON REPORTING OF BILLS FROM 
COI-!MillTTEE OF THE WHOLE SENATE 

So s oon as a Committee of the whole Senate bas 
agreed that a bill be reported, the Chairman shall leave 
the ·Chair of the Committee and the Senate shall resume, 
and the .Senat or in charge of t he bill shall report it to 

· t he Senat e . 

·~ 
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53. fill:OMMITTAL OF BILLS REPORTED FROM 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SENATE 

(1) If' any Senator desires to delete or amend 
any provision contained in a bill as reported from a 
Committee of the whole Sem. te or to introduce any new 
provision therein he may at any time before a Senator 
rises to _move the third reading of the bill, move that 
the bill be recommitted either wholly or in respect only 
of some particular part. or parts of the bill or some 
proposed new clause or new schedule, no notice of such 
motion being required, and if the motion is agre_ed to 
the bill shall stand so recommitted. The S~nate may 
then, upon motion made, resolve itself into Committee to 
consider the business so recommitted either forthwith or 
upon a later day. 

(2) When the whole bill has been recommitted, the 
Committee shall go through the bill as provided in 
Standing Order No. 49 (Procedure in Committee of the 
Whole Senate on a BiU). 

(3) When the bill bas been recommitted in respect 
only of some partiClllar part or parts or of some proposed 
new clause or new schedule, the Committee shall consider 
only .the matter so _recommitted and any amendment which 
may be moved thereto. 

(4) At the. conclusion of the proceedings in 
Committee on a bill recommitted under the provisions of 
this Order, the Chairman shall put the question "That 
the bill or the bill as 8.I!lended on recommittal be 
reported to tm Senate" which question shall be decided 
without amendment or debate. So soon as the bill has · 
been reported the Senator -in charge of the bill may 
either name a future day for the third· reading of the 
bill or move that it be read a third ti.me forthwith. 

54. Ph:OCEDURE ON BILLS REPORTED 
FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

(1) When a Bill bas been reported f rom a Sel ect 
Committee the Senate may proceed to consider the bill as 
reported from the Select Committee upon a motion "That 

J 
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the report of the Select Committee oil the •••••••• Bill 
be adopted"• moved under paragraph. (5) of Stan<lillg Order 
No. 65 (Reports from. Sel ect Committees). 

(2) If' that motion is agreed to without amendment, 
the Senate may_.proce_ed to the third reading of the bill 
as reported from. the Sel ect Committee_. 

(3) Upon a motion to approve the report of the 
Select Committee on a bill, any _Senator may propose an 
amendment to add, at the end of the motion, the words 
"subjeQt to the recommit tal of the bill either wholly 
or in respect only of some particular part or parts of 
t he bill or of some proposed new clause or new schedule 
to a Committ ee of the whole Senate" and if that "lotion.. • 
is agreed to with such an amendment, the bill shall stand 
so recommitt ed. The Senate may then, upon moti9n made, 
resolve itself' into a Committee to consider the business 
so recommitt ed. 

(4) A Committee of the whole Senate upon a bill 
recommitt ed under the provisions of this Order shall 
p1-oceed i:l accordance with paragraph (2) or parag'raph 
(3) of Standing Order No. 52 (Recolll!llittal of Bills 
r eported from Committee of the Whole Seria te), and the 
conclusion of its proceedings and the remaining proceed­
ings on the bill shall be subj ect to· paragraph (4) of 
t hat Order. 

55. THIRD READmG 
"!, ~ 

(1) On the third reading of a bill amendments may 
be proposed to the quest ion "That the bill be now read a 
third time" similar to those which may be proposed on 
second reading; but the debat e shall be confined · to the 
contents of t he bill~ 

(2) .Amendments for the correction of errors or · 
oversights may, with t he Presi dent's permission, be made 

.before t he question for the third reading of the pill is 
put from t he Chair~ but no amendments of a -material 
character sha.11 be proposed. 

(;) When a bill originating in 'the Senate. has be~n 
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read a third time, a printed copy of' it signe_d by the 
Clerk and endorsed by the President, _ ~ll be forwarded 
.by the Clerk of the Senate to the Clerk of t he Legis­
la tive Assembly, together with a message desiring the 
concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

(4) When a bill which o~ted in. the Legis­
lative Assembly bas been read a third time, the Clerk 
shall either -

If 

_ (a) return the bill to t_he Legislative Assem-
bly, together with a message HTha, t the 

Senate bas agreed to the • ••• ••••••••• • •• 
Bill without amendment"; or 

-(b) cause any amendment or amendments that 
may have been ma.de to it by the SeI1B..te to 
be entered in the original copy of .the 
bill received from the Legislative .Assem­
bly, which copy, ~igned by the Clerk and 
endorsed by the President, shall then be ­
returned to the Legislative Assembly 
together with a message desiring_the 
concurrence o-f the Legislative Assembly 
· to the amendment or amendments made _by the 
Senate 

56_. PRIVATE BILLS, 

(1) Every bill (not being a Government bill) 
intended to affect or benefit some ~ticular person, 
association or corporate ·body, herein called a 'private_ 
bill', shall ·contain a clause saving the rights of Her 
Majesty the Queen, Her Heirs and Successors, all bodies 
politic and corporate· and ·all others, except such as are 
mentioned in the bill and those claiming by, from, or 
under them, and shall be introduced into the Senate under 
the provisions of ~s Standing Order. 

(2) Any bill (not being a Government bill) which, 
in the opinion of the President, appears t o affect 
directly private rights or property, shall be introduced 
into the Senate~ a private bill under the provisions 
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of this StandiJJg Order. 

(3) A private bill shall be introduced by a 
Senator only -

(a) on petition f'rom the promoters stat ing 
the objects of and reasons for the bill, 
and 

(b) after notice of the bill bas been given 
by not less than three successive publi­
cations of the bill at the expense of the 
promoters in the Gazette, and, in addition 
to such notice in the Gazette, after t hree 
notices have been inserted in a daily 
newspaper containing a statement of the 
objects of and the reasons for the bill, 
and 

(c ) where any particular premises are affec­
ted, after a copy of the bill pas been 
affixed by the promoters to the police 
station nearest to such property for not 
less thml th...-ee weeks. Proof that this 
requirement has been complied with shall 
be made by statutory declaration deposited 
with the Clerk. 

(4) The petition shall be presented by being 
l odged with t he Clerk, and shall be r ead at the firs t 
meeting of the Senate after it is lodged, and thereupon 
the President shall put the question that the promoter~ 
be allowed to proceed. 

( 5) (a) When leave to proceed .has been granted, a 

copy of t he bil l shall be lodged wi th t h8 
Clerk within six months next after such 
l eave has been grante~ : 

(b) U.pon lodging t he bill, the promoters 
sbal:l pay to the Accountant General the 
cost as ascertained by the Clerk of 
publicat ion in t he Gazette and in a daily 
newspaper toget her with the prescribed 
stamp duty except in such cases where the 
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Senate has remitted the stamp duty_. 

(c) In the case of a private bill authorising 
the construction of works, the promoters, 
in addition to the above, ~l deposit 
with the Clerk an estimate of the expen­
ses of the undertaking signed by the 
person making the same, and shall also 
deposit with the Accountant General a 
sum not less than four per centum of the 
amount of such estimate, and in every such_ 
bill there shall be inserted a clause to 
the effect that, if the wor~ authorised 
to be made are not completed previously 
to the expiration of a time to be limited 
by the bill for such completion, the sum 
deposited with the Accountant General 
under this paragraph shall be forfeited 
to Her Majesty: 

Provided that compliance with this 
sub-paragraph may be dispensed with under 
a certificate of the Accountant General 
that in his opinion the nature of .the 
works is such that ·compliance with the 
provisions of this sub-~ph may . be 
dispensed with. 

· ( d) The _Clerk shall cause the bill lodged 
with him to be printed as early as 
possible, . and, at the fiJ;-St sitting of 
the Senate· following the publication of 
notices of the bill in accordance with 
paragraph (3) of th.is Order, the Presi­
dent, if_ he is satisfied that the said 
notices have been published, sh.ail put 
the question that the bill be read a 
first time, upon which no discussion 
shall be allowed. After the bill is read 
a first time, it shall s:tand upon the 
Order Paper for second reading at the 
next sitting of the SeDB.te, and :the pro­
moters may propose .any amendments which 
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they think fit, but the President, if ·he 
considers such amendments beyond the 
scope of the bill, shall report his 
opinion to the Senate. 

(6) Upon the day ordered for second reading, the 
President shall, unless the Se~te otherwise orders, 
propose the question that the bill be read a second time. 

(7) When the bill has been read a second time it 
shall stand committed to a Committee of the whole Senate, 
unless the Senate on motion made commits it to a Select 
Committee. Such motion shall not require notice and must 
be made immediately after the bill has been read a second 
time, and the questions thereon shall be put wi thout 
amendment or debate. 

(8) If such bill is referred to a Select Committee-

(a) every Select Committee on such a bill 
shall require pr .oof of the facts, and 
other allegations set forth in the bill as 
showing t hat it is expedient that the bill 
shouid be passed, and may take such oral 
or other evidence as i t may think requi­
site; and thereafter, if the Select 
Committee finds that the said fac t s and 
allegations are not proved, it shal l 
report to the Senate accordingly, and 
thereupon no further pr oceedings shall be 
taken with refer ence to the bill, unless 
the Senate makes a special order to the 
contrary; 

(b) if the Select Committee finds that t he 
said fact~ and allegations have been 
proved, the Committee shall consider the 
several clauses of the bill and may 
strike out clauses, add new clauses, and 
mak~ any other amendments which it shall 
deem necessary, and in respect of such 
new clauses and other amendments, shall 
describe their purport in a special 
report to the Senate. No new clauses or 
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emendments shall be allowed in such a 
bill which are foreign to .the objects of 
and reasons for the bill, or which are 
beyond its scope. 

(9) No person, other than a Sena.tor shall be 
heard in opposition to any private bill, unless he has 
previously lodged a ~etition with the Clerk showing the 
nature of his objections to the bill, and stating whether 
his objections extend to the whole or some pa.rt of the 
preamble, if a:ny, or to the clauses of the said bill, and 
praying that he may be heard by himself or his counsel 
against the bill. 

(10) Subject to the provisions of this Order, all 
petitions against a bill containing a prayer that the 
petitioners be heard by themselves or counsel, shall 
stand referred to the Select COllllD.ittee, and the Select 
Committee shall hear all such opposers who appear to 
have a ~ stand i. 

(11) When it is intended to examine any witnesses, 
the petitioner or Senator requiring such witnesses shall 
deliver to the Clerk two clear days at least before the 
day appointed for their e:x:Broination, a list containing 
the names, residence and occupation of such witnesses. 

(12) The evidence of every witness shall be taken 
down and read over to the witness who may then desire 
any correction to be made; and in case no such correction 
shall be ma.de, the evidence · shall stand as taken down and 
not be altered afterwards. 

(13) The Select Col!lllri.ttee shall examine the bill 
and make such amendments thereto as it t-hinks proper, 
and shall report to the Senate that it has examined the 
bill and (if the fact be so) make amendments the_reto, and 
shall make to the Senate such recommendations, if any, 
as it thinks fit. 

(14) After the report of the Select Committee has 
been presented to ·and adopted by the Senate, the Presi­
dent shall put the question without amendment or debate, 
that the bill be read a third time. 
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57. PROCEDUBE ON LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY AMENDMENTS 

(1) When a bill i s .returned from the Legislative 
Assembly with amendments the consideration oi such 
amendments shall be put down for such future day as the 
Senator in cbarge of the bill shall appoint. 

(2) Upon a motion being made "That the Legislative 
Assembly amendments t o the•• • ······ · ····· · · · ··• Bill be 
now considered" an amendment may be proposed to that 
question, to leave out the wor d "now", and add at the end· 
of the question "upon this day six months". 

(3) Wpen the Senate pr oceeds to the coru:iideration 
of legislative Assembly amendments, each amendment shall 
be read by the Clerk and may be agreed to with or :without 
amendment or disagreed to. Upon any such amendment being 
disagreed to, an amendment may be made to the bill in 
lieu thereof. 

(4) When the ·Senate has concluded the consideration 
of Legislative Assembly amendments, the Clerk shall -

(a) if' such amendments have been agreed to, 
retu:rn the bill to the Legislative Assem­
bfy, together with a message "That the 
Senate has agreed to the amendments to 
the • • .•...... . .......• Bill"; or 

(b) if' such amendments have been amended or 
disagreed to, the Clerk shall cause the 
appr opriate ent ries _to be made in the 
origi.Dal copy of the bill and return it 
to the Legislat ive Assembly, together 
with the appropriate message. 

(5) When the Senate has disagreed to -a Legis­
lative Assembly amendment if the Legislative Assembly 
return the bill witll a message that it insi.stst on the 
amendment the Senat e may either -

(a) agree, with or without amendment, . to the 
said amendment and make, if necessary, a 
consequential amendment to the bill, in 
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which case the Clett shall return the 

Bill to the Legislative Assembly together 
with an appropriate message; or 

(b) postpone_ the considerat:Lon of the Legis­
lative Assembly amendment for six months 
or order the withdrawal of the bill. 

58. WITBDRAVAL OF BILIB 

The Senator in -charge of a.bill may make a motion, 
Yithout notice,_ tor its withdrawal, · ei~r before the 
commencement of Pu.blic BusineS$ or when any stage of the 

· bill is reached . in the Order of Business. 

59. Bitr..s CONTAINING SUBSTANTIALLY 
TBE SAME PROVISIONS 

Once the second reading of any bill has been _agreed 
to or negatived, no question sllall be proposed during 
the sam:e session for the second reading .of any other bill 
contaiiting substantially the same provisions. 

QC). MONEY BILIB_ -

"When a money bill has been brought from the Legis­
lative Assembly endorsed ·nth the President's Certi­
ficate tbat it is a money bill the debate on the second 
reading thereof may cover the general merits and princi­
ples ·of the bill in the light of the economic and :fiDan­
cial situation of the country and the _general principles 
of Government_ policy and administration as indicated in 
the pill and in any Estimates presented to. the Senate in 
connection with the bill. At- the conclusion of that 
debate and when the question that -the bill be now read a 
second time has been agreed to the bill .shall not be 
·cOlllQlitted and the .Pr.esident_ shall put :forthwith the ques­
tion that t}?.e· bill be now read a third time and that 
question .shall be decided without amendment or debate. 

Mzz::frdKs ±ft +::: ... -=- M:Ca:a • - tC:ite rPrdtrtr 
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SELECT COMMITTEES , 

61. SESSION.AL SELEC'? COMMITTEE:3 

Committee ot Selection. 

(l) (a) There shall be a Committee to be known as the 
Committee of Selection appointed at the 
begiim:iDg of f!IVeey session to perfo:rm the 
i"anctions allotted to it by these Standing 
Orders, and for such other matters as the 
Senate mey from time to time refer to it. 

(b) The Committee of Selection shall consist of 
the President as Chairman and four Jenators 
to be nominated by the Senate. The Committee 
shall inform the Senate by means of a report 
when any Senator has been nominated to any 
Committee. 

(c) The Committee shall not have power to send 
for persons, papers and records. 

Standing Orders Committee. _ 

(2) (a) There shall be a Committee to be knm,n as the 
Standing Orders Committee to consist of the 
President as Chairman, and four Senators to 
be nomillated by the Committee of Selecti9n 
as soon as mey be after the beginning of each 
Session. It shall be the duty of the 
Committee to consider from time to time and 

' . 

report on all mat ters relating to the Stand-
ing Orders which are referred to it by the 
Senate. 

(b) The Committee shall not have power to send 
for persons, papers and records unless the 
Senate so resolves. 

House Committee. 

(3) There shall be a Committee to be 'known as the 

.. 
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Rouse Cammi ttee. to ~onsist of the President as Chair­
man and four Senato?'S to be nominated by the 
Committee of Selection as soo:n. ·as ·ma;y be .after the 
~eginn:ing of each session, to consider and advise .the 
President upon all matters com1ected ldth the comfort 
and convenience· of Senators. The Committee shall 
from time to t .ime report its minutes of proceedings 
to the Senate but .shall not have power to send for 
persons; papers and records unless the Senate so 
resolves. · · 

Committee of Privileges. 

(4) There shall·be a Committee to be know. as 
·the Committee of Privileges to cons1.st of the 
President as Chairman and four Senators to be 
nominated by :the Committee of Selection as soon as 
may be after the beginning · of each session. There 
shall be referred to this Comaii ttee any matter 
which appears to.affect the powers and privileges of 
the Senate • . It shall be the duty of the Committee 
to consider a:ey- such matters to them referred, and to 
report on them to the Senate. 

62. SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEES 

(1) A Select Committee other than a Sessional 
Select Committee shall be known as a Special Select 
Comnp.tte·e. It shall be appointed _by order of the 

. Senate _and shall consist . of such Sena.tors as may be 
nominated by the Conimi ttee of Selection. · 

(2) A.Speci.a.l Select Committee shall have power 
to elect its own Chaixmal:).. 

63. CONSTITUTION OF SELECT.COiilMITxEl!S 

. (1) · Every Sele~t Committee shall be so 
constituted as to ensure so far as is possible. that 
the balance of parties in the Senate is reflected ili 
the · Cammi tt·ee. · · 
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( 2) In the event of the death of a Senator 
nominated t o a Committee, or if his. seat becomes vacant 
for any other reason, the Senate, or the Committee of 
Selection, as the case ma;y require~ shall nominate 
another Senator in his place, and in so doing shall 
observe the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Order. 
Every such nomination by- the Committee of Selection 
shall be reported to the Senate. 

64. PROCEDURE _Ill SELECT COMMITTEES 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Standing Order 
No. 60 (Sessional. Select Committees) this Order shall 
apply to all Select Coimnittees. 

(2) I f the Chairman is unable to be present at any­
meeting, the Colilmi.ttee shall elect another Chainnan 
whose tenure of office shall be for the day of his 
election. · 

(3). A Select Committee shall have power to send 
for persons, papers· and records, and shall have leave 
to report its opinion and observations, together with 
the minutes of evidence taken before it to the Senate. 

(4) Unless the Senate otherwise directs, three 
Senators shall be the quorum. In ascertaining whether 
there is a quorum present the Senator in the Chair shall 
not be excl uded. _ 

(5) The deliberations of a Select c·ommittee shall 
be confined to the matter referred to it by the Senate 
and any extension or limitation thereof made by the 
Senate and, in the case of a Select Committee on-a bill, 
to the bill committed to it and relevant amendments. 

(6) The first meeting of a Select Co~ttee shall 
be hel d at such time and place as the Chairman in the 
case of a Sessional. Select Committee, or the President 
in the case of a Special Select Committee, shall · 
appoint. Subsequent me.etings shall be held at such 
time and place as the Committee may determine~ 

Provided that if' the Committee fail to do so the 
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Chairman shall, in consultation vith the Cl.erk of the 
Senate, .appoint such time and place~· 

(7) Except by leave of the Senate no Select 
Committee may sit while the Senate is sitting, but a 
Select Committee may sit at any time when the Senate 
is adjourned. 

{e) {a) When it is intended to examin~ ar,.y 
witnesses, the Senator requiri,ng 
such witnesses shall ·deliver to the 
Clerk of the Committee the name, . 
residence and occupation of any 
witness he ·desires to exam1nP.. 

{b) If the Committee desire to send for 
any witnesses, the Chail'Dl:BJl shall 
supply the name, residence and 
occupation of every such vi tness to 
the Cl.erk ot the ·sena:te at least­
seven .days before. bis evidence is 
required. The Clerk shall then send 

. for every such witness on bebalf" of 
the Senate. ·, 

( 9) The evidence of every vi tness shall be taken . ' ' 

d<>m verbat~ a¢ sent in proof to the witness. The 
witness shall be at lib~rty w:j.thin fourteen days from 
·that on which the Clerk sent out the proof to suggest 
corrections due to inaccurate reporting and the . 
evidence shall be printed with such of the corrections . ' 

as may be approved. by the Chaiman • 

(10) The Committee·may at its· discretion re:f'use to 
hear any irrelevant evidence c;,r any re~alcitrant 

. ~tness. · · 

(11) · (a) A:ny member of a Select Committee may 
bring up a report for its consideration, 
and all such reports shall .be entered in 
·full upon the minutes of proceedings of 
the Committee. When all the reports have 

. been brought up, the Chairman shall pro­
pose the reports in order until one is 



.. 

,. 
52• 

accepted. as a basis. for disc:ussion, 
beg;i nnf:ng vi th hi.a own report and 
proceeding with the remainder in the 
ord.lQ." in which they were brought up • . 
The question to be .proposed. by the 
Chaiman on &IQ' repor.t shall be "That 
the Chai1,11a11_• a ( or Mr ••••••••• ; ••• • s) 
report be read a second time para- . 
graph by paragraph". When this 
question has. been agreed to it shall 
not be proposed on any further reports, 
but any portions thereof' may be offered 
as amendments to the report under 
consideration, if' they.are relevant to it. 

( b) The Committee sball then proceed to go 
through the report paragraph by para­
graph and par&grapbs (1) to (7) of Stand­
ing Order Bo. 49 (Procedure in Committee 
of the Whole Senate on· a Bill) $all apply 
to such consideration as if' the report 
were a bill and the paragraphs thereof 
the clauses ·of ·the bill. 

(c) Upon the conclusion of' the consideration 
of the report paragraph by paragraph and 
when all proposed. new paragraphs have 
been considered_the Chairman shall put_the 
question that this report be the report of 
the Committee to the Senat&. 

65. DIVISIOBS DI SELECT COMMITTEES. 

(1) Every division in a Select Committee _·shall be 
taken by the clerk to the Committee asking each member 
of the Committee separately how he desires to vote and · 
recording the votes accordingly. 

(2) In tak:ing the division, the names of all 
members of the Con:mittee shall be called in alphabetical 
order. 

(3) · 'When_ a division. is claimed in a Select 
Committee every member of the Cormni:ttee present shall, 

it-• 
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unless he e:z:pressly states that he declines to 
vote record his vote either for Ayes or Noes. 
The clerk: to the Committee shall enter in the minutes 
of the proceedings a record of each member's vote 
together with the names of members who declined to 
vote. 

( 4) ' As soon as the clerk has collected the 
votes he shall .state the number of members .voting 
for Ayes and Noes respectively and the Chai1'man 
shall then declare the result of the division. The 
ciiai:rman shall not have an original vote but ··in the 
event of an equality of votes he shall give a cast­
ing vote. 

( 5) If a member. of the Cammi ttee states that 
he voted in error or that bis vote~ been wrongly 
counted.he may claim to have his vote altered, 
provided ·that such .request is _made as soon as the 
clerk has announced.' the mmibers and before the 

' . 

Chainnan has declared the ~sults of the division. 

66. PREMATURE PUBLICATION OF' EVIDENCE 

The evidence taken before aey Select Committee 
and any documents presented to such Committee shall 
not be published. by any member of such Committee or 
by any ·other person before the Committee have 
presented their Report to the Senate. 

67. REPORTS FROM SELECT COMM!~ 

(1) Every Select Committee shall make a report 
t .o the Senate upon the matters referred to them 
before the end of tl+e session in which the 

.Committee were appointed, but if a Committee find 
themselves unable to conclude their investigation 
before the end of the session, they may so report . 
to the Senate. 

. · ( 2) A Select Committee shall have leave to make 
a special report; relating to the powers, . f'unctiona 
and proceedings of the Committee on any matters which 
they may think fit to bring to the notice of the · 
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Senate. 

(:,) A report or special report together with the 
llinutes of proceedings of a Select Committee and the 
mimltes of any evidence taken before that Committee 
shall be presented to the Senate b.r the Chairman or 
other Senator depa.ted by the Committee and shall be 
ordered to lie upmi the Table and be printed without 
question pit. 

· ( 4) The mimtes of proceedings of a Committee 
shall record all proceedings upon the consideration 
of 81JY report or bill in .the Committee and upon every 
amendment proposed to ·such report or bill together 
vi th a note of 81JY di vision. taken in the Commi. ttee 
and of the names of Senators voting therein or 
declining to vote. 

(5) The report of a Select Coumittee mq be taken 
into consideration on a 110tion "That the report of the 
Select Committee on ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
••••••••··••~••••• be adopted•. Such a motion,nay be 
moved by azrr Senator a:t'ter mu, clear day's notice. 

68. Alf3EHCE OP BEPIBERS 

(1) Any Senato~ vho .is prevented from attendi?Jg a 
meeting of the S~te shall acquaint the Clerk as early 
as possible of his inability to attend. 

(2) If' withmit the leave of the President obtained 
in writing before the end of' the l~t of the sit tings 
referred to in this paragraph, any Senator is absent 
from the Senate for.more than ten consecutive s i ttings 
occurring duril:Jg the seme session and within a period 
of not longer than two calendar months, he shall vacate 
his seat in the Senate under Article 50 of the 
Constitution. 

69. EEPL0YMEN'l' OF SEN.A.TORS DI PR0FmSI0NAL .CAPACITY 

No Sena.tor shall appear before the Senate or any 
Committee thereof~ CQUDSel or Solicitor for any party 

-~----..:..,,j . .. 



55. 

pr in any capacity for which he is to receive a 
fee or revard. 

-70. REPORT OF DEB!fES 

(1) An o:f'f'icial ·report Qf all speeches made .in 
the Senate shall be prepared under :the supervision 
of the Clerk, acting under such instructions as the 
President 1118,7 give. 

(2) !he report shall be published in such form 
as the President may direct, and a ·copy thereof shall 
be sent to each Senator as soon as practicable._ 

71. STRABGEBS 

(1) Strangers shall be admitted to debates in 
the Senate under such l"llles as the President :may make 
from time to time for .that purpose. 

(2) If, ~t any sitting of the Senate,. any Sena.:tor 
shall niove that s~rs wi th~v, the President shall 
forthwith put the question "That strangers do withdraw" 

. without permitting any debate or amendment. 

(3) The President mt(Y, whenever he thi?Jb fit, 
order the vi thdrawal of strangers from any pat"t of the 
Chamber and its precincts, and may order the -doors of the 
Chambel"to be closed. · 

(4) ~trangers must withdraw from the Chamber and 
'its precincts when. called upon to do so by the President. 

72. PRESS 

The President W grant a general permission to the 
representative of any journal to attend the sittings of 
the Senate under such rules as he may DIBke from time to 
time for that purpos~. If such· rules are contravened, 
such pemission may be revoked. 

-r,. ~ OF ST.ANDDG ORDERS 

(1) lml:-ess the President shall otherwise direct, 
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not less than twelve~• notice of a motion to amend 
the Standing Orders shall be given, and the notice shall 
be accompanied by a draft of the proposed amendments. 

( 2) The motion shall be set down for the earliest 
sitting after the expiration of the notice. 

(3) When the motion is reached, the mover shall 
move the motion, and after it has, if necessary, been 
seconded, the motion shall be referred forthwith, with­
out any question being put thereon, to the Standing 
Orders Committee, and no .further proceedings shall be 
taken on any such motion until the Committee has 
reported thereon. 

74. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Any one or more of these Standing Orders mey, 
after notice, or with the leave of the President, be 
suspended on a motion made by a Senator at any S'itting. 

75. RULES · IN CASF.S NOT PROVIDED :FUR BY STANDING ORDERS 

(1) I n any matter not herein provided for, resort· 
shall be had to the usage and. practice of the Commons 
House of Parl iament of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, which shall be followed as far as the same 
mey be applicabHt to the Senate and not inconsistent 
with these Standing Orders nor with the practice of the 
Senate. 

(2) In cases of doubt the Standing Orders of the 
Senate shall be interpreted in the light o:f the. 
relevant usage and practice of the House of Commons, 
but no restrictions which the House of Commons has 
introduced by Standing Order shall be deemed to extend 
to the Senate or to Senators until the Senate has 
provided by s·tanding Order for such restriction. 
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APPEJIDII 

1) 

OATH 01' .ALLmI.ABCE 

I ......••.•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••.•. ••.•• • 
do swear that I will be faithful. and aear tru~ 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, 
Her Heirs and Successors, according to law. So help me 
God. 

AF.FIRMATIOlf OF .ALLE&IANCE 

I••••• ·• •••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••~ • • 

bS 

do solemnly and SlllCerel:, af'fiim ·and declare that I will 
be faith.fill and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth the SeCODd, Her Heirs and Successors, 
according to law. 

Made this ,It~ day of ~ ~ 1961. 

di!~ ------ Governor • 

.....:...ta. ~ • .... - :mt, , ...J ".J 




