




















































































































































APPENDIX 

I 	'age 
Number 

Clauses of Present Bill Amendments made at the meeting 

'age 5 Clause 2 "Amerindian Community" 

"Amerindian Community" has the meaning given to 
it by section 2 of the Amerindian Act 2006; 

Substitution of the word "village" for the 
word "community" in line 1. 

Page 6 

t 

Clause 2 "compliance history", in relation to any 
person — 

(b) includes — 
(i) any conviction for an offence; and 
(ii) any evidence that the person 

has committed an offence 

Substitution of the following paragraph for 
subsection (b), items (i) and (ii). 

"any conviction for or any evidence of a 
serious criminal offence; punishable by 
imprisonment." 

I 

Clause 2 "damage" 

"damage", in relation to forest produce includes tap, 
bleed, or injure 

■ 

Substitution of the words "or any action that 
may have a negative impact on the forest" for 
the word "injure". 

Page 8 Clause 2 "forest produce" includes 

Paragraph (d) 

Any other thing that the Commission, by public 
notice, declares to be forest 
Produce 

Insertion of the words "after public 
consultation" after the word "thing" in line 1. 

Page 9 Clause 2 

"Kaieteur National Park" means the Kaieteur 
National Park constituted by the Kaieteur National 
Park Act. 

In the marginal notes — insertion of the 
number for the Kaieteur National Park Act. 



Clause 2 
"manage", in relation to any forest, includes carrying 
out forest operations in or in relation to the forest; 

Deletion of the words "in or in relation to the 
forest" and the insertion of the words 
"including conservation activities;" after the 
word "operations". 

Page 10 Clause 2 

and "public notice" has a corresponding meaning; Deletion of the words "has a corresponding 
meaning;" and substitution of the words 
"means a publication in the official gazette;" 

(b) includes a sawpit; This subsection was deferred to another 
meeting pending a definition of "sawpit" 
from the GFC. 

Page 11 Clause 2 

"Village land" has the meaning given to it by section 
2 of the Amerindian Act 2006. 

Insertion of the word "Amerindian" before 
the word "Village land". 

Thereafter, the definition was removed and 
placed above to reflect its alphabetical 
change. 

Clause 2 was accepted as amended. 

Clause 3 
Subsection (1) 

The Minister may, by public notice make an order 
declaring any area of public land to be a State forest. 

Insertion of the word "forested" after the 
word "public" in line 2. 

Clause 3 
Subsection (4) 	. 

(a)Village lands Insertion of the word "Amerindian" before 
the words "Village lands" and 

Insertion of the words "as defined by Section 
2 of the Amerindian Act 2006;" at the end. 

2 



Clause 3 was then accepted as amended 

Page 12 Clause 4 Insertion of a new subsection (c) to read as 
follows:- 

"Recommendations arising from a public 
consultation process". 

Clause 4 was then accepted as amended 

Clause 5 
Paragraph (a) "enter a State forest;" Insertion of the words "provided that a person 

may travel through a state forest in the course 
of his journey and may reasonably occupy or 
use the forest for the purpose of his journey" 
at the end of paragraph (a). 

Clause 5, subsection(2), paragraph (e) 

"held 	by 	any 	Amerindian 	Community 
under 	custom 	immediately 	before 	the 
commencement 	of 	this 	Act, 	if 	the 	right, 
power, 	duty, 	or 	privilege 	(as 	the 	case 	may 
be) 	is 	exercised 	or 	performed 	sustainable 
in 	accordance 	with 	the 	spiritual 
relationship of the group with the land." 

Substitution of the word "sustainable none 
commercial practice" for the word "custom" 
after the word "under" in line 2. 

Clause 5 was then accepted as amended 

Page 14 Clause 6 
Subsection (7) 

On application made by the holder of a concession no 
later than 3 months before expiry of the forest 
concession agreement concerned, the Commission 
may renew that concession on any conditions it thinks 
fit. 

This section is to be redrafted by the GFC in 
consultation with the CPC. 

Clause 7 
Subsection (1) 

"Before granting or renewing any concession over an 
area of State forest 8047 hectares or smaller, the 
Commission shall —" 

Substitution of the figure "8097" for "8047" 
in the paragraph and all subsequent areas 
where it maybe occur thereafter. 
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Clause 7 was then accepted as amended. 

Clause 8 
Subsection (1), paragraph (b) 

"on application by a reputable person (including any Deletion of the word "reputable" after the 
duly constituted local or international environmental 
non-governmental organization) for the right to carry 
out forest conservation operations in that area." 

words "by a" in line 1; and 

Insertion of the words "who satisfies the 
compliance, and other requirements" after the 
word "organization" in line 3. 

Clause 8 
Subsection (2), paragraph (a) 

"after the Commission has approved, a forest Insertion of the words "of at least 5 years 
management plan and an annual operations plan for duration" after the words "management plan" 
the concession area; and" in line2. 

Clause 8 was then accepted as amended. 

Clause 9 
Subsection (2), paragraph (b) 

"to cut and take specified kinds and quantities Insertion of the words "testing, research and 
of forest produce from the exploratory area for 
commercial purposes to the extent necessary to 
recoup no more than the appointed percentage of the 
costs and expenses (excluding capital expenditure) 
incurred in the exploratory operations during the life 
of the permit." 

limited" after the word "for" in the line 2. 

Clause 9, subsection (2), paragraph (b) was 
accepted as amended. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA (2006 -2008) 

MINUTES OF THE 
11TH  MEETING OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

THE FOREST BILL 2007- BILL NO. 21 OF 2007 
HELD AT 3.15 P.M 

ON TUESDAY, 8' JULY, 2008 
IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, BRICKDAM, 

GEORGETOWN 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

Chairman PPP/C (1)  
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 29th  November. 2007) 
(Elected by the Committee on 156  January, 2008) 

The Hon. Robert M. Persaud, M.P. 	 (Excused) 
Minister of Agriculture 

Other Members 

From the People's Proaressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (5)  
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 29th  November. 2007) 

The Hon. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, M.P. 	 (Absent) 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

The Hon. B. H. Robeson Berm, M.P. 
Minister of Transport and Hydraulics 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P, M. P. 

Mr. Parmanand P. Persaud, J.P, M.P. 

(Absent) 

From the People's National Congress Reform —1 Guyana (PNCR — 1G) (3) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 29th  November, 2007)  

Mr. E. Lance Carberry, M. P. Chief Whip 

Mr. Anthony Vieira, M. P. 	 (Absent) 

Mr. Aubrey C. Norton, M.P. 	 (Absent) 



From the Alliance For Chan2e (AFC) (1)  
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 29th  November, 2007) 

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P 	 (Absent) 

Officers 

Ms Claudia Daniels - Greenidge 
Ms Tanzadell Bentinck 
Mr. Nickolai Pryce 

Also in Attendance 

Mr. Cecil Dhurjon 
Mr. Edward Goberdhan 

Mr. Jacy Archibald 

Clerk of Committee 
Assistant Clerk of Committee 
Assistant Clerk of Committee 

Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
Deputy Commissioner (Guyana Forestry 
Commission) 
Corporate Secretary (Guyana Forestry Commission) 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 3.15 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Excuses 

At the request of the substantive Chairman, the Hon. Minister 
Robert Persaud, the Hon. Minister Robeson Benn presided over 
the meeting. 

CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following documents were circulated prior to the Meeting: 

(i) Notice dated 2" July, 2008 to attend the 11 th  Meeting; 

(ii) Minutes of the 10th  Meeting held on the 
10th  June, 2008; and 

(iii) Matrix reflecting changes made to the Bill from pages 16-
22. 

ITEM 1: 

1.1 

ITEM 2: 

2.1 

2.1.1 

ITEM 3: 

3A 
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ITEM 4 	 CORRECTIONS AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
THE 10TH  MEETING HELD ON THE 10TH  JUNE, 2008 

4.1 	Correction 

4.1.1 	The Minutes were confirmed, without corrections, on a motion 
moved and seconded by Mr. Neendkumar and Mr. Parmanand 
Persaud respectively. 

ITEM 5: 	MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 	Re-committal of the following Clauses of the Bill to the meeting 

5.1.1 	Clause 10: 

5.1.1.1 	Subsections (1) and (2) were accepted as previously amended 

5.1.2 	Subsection (3): 

5.1.2.1 	The Chief Parliamentary Counsel, in response to a query, reported 
there was no difficulty with the language of the above subsection. 

5.1.2.2 	Subsection (3) was accepted as presented 

5.1.3 	Subsection (4) was accepted as presented. 

5.2 	Clause 11: 

5.2.1 	Subsection (1): 

5.2.1.1 	(i) 	Insertion of the words "persons living within and having 
strong ties with the community and includes (a), (b), (c) 
and (d) after the word "means" in line 1; 

(ii) Substitution of the following as (d) "and any other similar 
society; formed under any law within any within the 
community group". 

(iii) The subsection was then accepted as amended. 

5.2.2 	Subsections (2) to (5) were accepted as presented. 

5.3 	Clause 13: 

5.3.1 	Subsections (1) and (2) were accepted as previously amended. 

5.3.2 	Subsection 3: 
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5.3.2.1 	Substitution of the following amendment for the above subsection. 

"The Commission may forfeit a bond or any part of it for 
failure to comply with any matter specified in 
subsection (1) (a)." 

5.3.3 	Clause 13 was then accepted as amended 

5.4 	Clause 14: 

5.4.1 	Subsection (1): 

5.4.1.1 	The following amendment was made:- 

Insertion of the words "unless otherwise provided" after the word 
"area" at the end of the line. 

5.5 	Clause 14: Subsection (1) was then accepted as amended. 

5.5.1 	Thereafter, Clause 14 subsection (1), paragraphs (a) to (f) were 
accepted as previously amended. 

5.6 	Clause 16: Subsections (1) was accepted as previously amended. 

5.6.1 	Subsection 2: 

5.6.1.1 	The following amendment was made: 

Insertion of the following as a new subsection (c ): 

"enter into subcontracting or subletting arrangements". 

5.6.1.2 	Clause 16 was then accepted as amended 

ITEM 6 	TO CONTINUE CONSIDERATION OF THE FORESTS 
BILL 2007 — BILL NO. 21 OF 2007. 

6.1 	Matrix at appendix 1 of the Minutes reflects clauses 18 — 25 
(pages 22 - 25). 
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Hon. Robert M. Persaud, M.P. 
Minister of Agriculture 

Chairman 
7 i,‘„,t- 

6.1.1 	The Committee proceeded to continue consideration of the Bill 
Amendments made to the Bill have been appended to the Minutes. 

Adjournment 

At 4.30 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to 3:00 pm on Tuesday, 15th  July, 2008. 

Confirmed this 	..day of July, 2008 
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