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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Report presents an overview of the activities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
over the period January to December 1999. it highlights the activities that were undertaken
by the Department of the Americas and Asia, the Economic Affairs Department, the Multilateral
and Global Affairs Department, the Administration and Finance Department and the Protocol
and Consular Aftairs Department. The major activities of Guyana's eleven overseas diplomatic
missions for 1999 are also included.

It was a year which featured changes in leadership at several levels. A new President
H.E. Bharrat Jagdeo assumed the reigns of leadership following the resignation of incumbent
President Janet Jagan in August. There were also leadership changes within the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs as a new Director General was appointed and new Heads of Mission were
assigned to Guyana's Embassies in Brazil and Cuba, the High Commission in Ottawa and
the Guyana Consulate in Toronto. A number of changes also occurred at the level of
representational staff at several of Guyana'’s overseas missions. It was against this background
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its overseas Missions endeavoured in 1999 to achieve
the objectives of the Ministry.

During the year under review former President Janet Jagan continued to pursue the
goal of strengthening Guyana'’s bilateral relations with its neighbouring countries. in this regard,
the President traveled to Venezuela in February to attend the inauguration of President Hugo
Chavez and in March Guyana welcomed Foreign Minister José Vicente Rangel who headed
a delegation for the inaugural meeting of the Guyana-Venezueia High Level Bilatera!
Commission. President Jagan undertook a State Visit to Brazil in May for high-level
discussions with President Femando Enrique Cardoso and also visited the State of Roraima
which was desirous of intensifying linkages with Guyana, mainly through the road to Brazil. In
June 1999, with the support of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Guyana concluded a
Memorandum of Understanding with MERCOSUR by which this country was granted
Associate Membership of that econumic grouping. Additionally, it was during this year that
Guyana received the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Suriname, Mr. Errol Snijders who led a
delegation to review the progress of the Guyana-Suriname Cooperation Council.
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of Eminent Persons which took place in December. This was also the year in which Guyana
commenced serving its three-year term on the Executive Board of UNICEF.

1999 was the year in which the 3 Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organisation took place in Seattle, Washington. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the
coordinator at the level of NACEN for Guyana’s participation in this activity, held from November
30-December 3. The Ministry was also chief coordinator for Guyana's participation in the
Fifth Ministerial Meeting of FTAA held in Toronto. There was careful monitoring of ACP-EU
trade relations for a successor arrangement for the Lomé |V agreement that was setto end in
February 2000. It was also the year when, for the second time in its history, ACP countries
participated in a Summit meeting in the Dominican Republic in November.

During the year under review the Ministry of Foreign Affairs continued to pursue its
mandate of coordinating donor assistance provided by the United Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Commonwealth Fund for Technical
Cooperation and similar organizations. T-2 Ministry also continued its coordinating role with
regard to international volunteer organizations, namely Voluntary Service Overseas, United
Nations Volunteers and Peace Corps. Additionally, the Ministry was successful during 1999
in attaining partial computerization and intemet access. ¢






The inaugural meeting of the Guyana/Brazil Working Committee on Drugs was not
convened. The establishment of the Working Committee was decided upon at the Inaugural
meeting of the Guyana/Brazil Group on Consular Cooperation held from November 24 — 25,
1994 (Georgetown). The Ministry is currently awaiting a response from Brazil with respect to
the convening of this meeting.

The meeting of the Guyana/Brazil Group on Consular Cooperation is also to be
convened.

Venezuela

The Tepartment assisted in the preparations for the visit of the Foreign Minister of
Venezuela for the establishment of the Guyana-Venezuela High Level Bilateral Commission
(HLBC) in March.

The Public Service strike in Guyana resulted in a stagnation of efforts to meet the
stipulated schedule of the Work Programme of tt HLBC. Domestic preoccupations in
Venezuela prevented the Govermment from paying particular attention to the implementation
of the Work Programme also. Foliowing the annual meeting between the Foreign Ministers
of Guyana and Venezuela in New York in September, it was agreed that every effort should be
made for the Sub-Committees to meet.

To that end, the Working Group on Drugs met from November 15— 16 in Georgetown.
Meetings of the Sub-Committees on Health and the Technical Working Group on Marine
Resources also met during the month of November.

The following Sub-Committee Meetings will have to be re-scheduled for 2000:

Consular Matters (Venezuela)

Agriculture, Livestock and Agro-industry (Guyana)
Trade and Economic Cooperation (Guyana)
Political Consultation (Venezuela)

Cuiture (Venezuela)






It should be noted that the Commonwealth Heads of Government al¢s mandated the
establishment of a Ministerial Group on Guyana to monitor the situation regarding the
controversy.

A Committee was established by the Honourable Minister to discuss ways in which
Guyana could mark the 100" Anniversary of the Arbitral Award.

Arising out of the recommendations, a Motion has been prepared and is to be debated
in the Pariament. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs involved all of the Palitical Parties represented
in Parliament in the formulation of the text.

Other recommendations to be acted upon in 2000 include the launching of a
commemorative stamp and the updating and reprinting of publications on the controversy.

The Department also monitored developments in Venezuetla relating to the drafting of
the new Constitution. The new Constitution contains an Article which states that Venezuela
will have the same territory as the Captaincy General in 1810 (prior to independence) “with
the resulting modifications of treaties and arbitral awards not marred by nullity”.

These political developments and their significance for Guyana will have to be more
closely monitored and analysed by the Department in 2000.

Suriname

The Department was involved in the preparations for the visit of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Suriname at the end of February to review the progress of the Cooperation Council.

At the political level, the domestic situation in Suriname precluded much movement in
the relations between the two countries.

The Guyana-Suriname National Border Corrmissions were unable to meet. In particular

for Guyana, a review will have to be undertaken of the decisions taken from the last meeting
and recommendations made for new membership of the National Commission before any
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United States of America

The Agreement on employment of the spouses of Members of Diplomatic Missions
and Consular Officers has been reviewed and the Govemment's response to the US proposals
will shortly be forwarded to the Embassy. It is hoped that this matter can be concluded early
in 2000.

An Agreement was signed between the two countries on cooperation in the fight
against drugs.

The Ministry was also involved in matters pertaining to the Caribbean Support Tender
of which the Government of Guyana has since agreed to be a participant.

The Department was also required to respond to centain requests made by the US
Embassy on Guyana’s position on particular issues.

Latin America

The Department assisted in the preparation of a paper on developing relations with
| atin America. This paper has been submitted to Cabinet for the consideration of a number
of recommendations for a strategic foreign policy approach to target those countries with
which Guyana already has a firm programme ot cooperation and those which have influence
in regional groups and the hemisphere as a whole; as well as to review and extend Guyana’s
diplomatic accreditation through the Latin American region.

It is expected that following Cabinet's ruling, the Department would be guided in terms
of its focus on relations with specific countries in iLatin America for 2000.

The Department also prepared for submission to Cabinet, a Memorandum on the
partial abolition of visas with countries in Latin America and the Dominican Republic.
Following a decision taken by Cabinet on this subject, the Department is now in the process
of preparing draft letters of Agreement to be sent to the Central American countries and the
Dominican Republic.
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A team is expected to arrive in Guyana for the Public Education Exercis« on the
Caribbean Court of Justice in 2000.

With the Consultancy for the design and construction of the CARICOM Pernanent
Headquarters Building soon to be awarded, the Ministry will continue to be closely involved in
the execution of this Project.

A number of applications were received in 1999 for the issuance of Certificz.tes of
Skilis Qualifications. With the Single Market and Economy becoming a reality in 2000/2001,
it would be necessary for the Ministry to address the question of revenue from the provis on of
this service. This matter has already been considered by the Honourable Minister of Foreign
Affairs and is to form part of the Department’s Work Programme for 2000.

Following the formation of the National Committee for the Council for Human «nd
Social Development (COHSOD) in March, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was given the
responsibility of coordinating the Committee. A number of meetings were convened to discuss
issues in preparation for the COHSOD and matters relating to the human resouice
development process.

The Ministry was represented on Guyana’s delegation to the Officials Meeting in
preparation for the Third Meeting of the COHSOD (October). The Ministerial Meeting did not
take place and is now scheduled for January 2000.

At the beginning of 1999, it was envisaged that as the Ministry endeavoured to
encourage partnership between the Government and the Social Partners in the conduct of
Community activities, particular attention would be paid to the establishmer't of a mechanism
at the national level, to monitor the recommendations of the Charter of Civil Society. Despite
its importance, it was not possible for the Department to address this particular subject in
1999.

It should be noted however, that while the mechanism has not yet been addressed,
elements of the Charter with regard to the involvement of the Social Pariners have been given
due recognition as evidenced by the Special Retreat held by HE the President with the Business
Community in October.
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The Ministry convened (May) at the request of Cabinet, a Seminar to assist in the
formulation of the Government'’s response to the ratification of the Inter-American Convention
against Corruption. A Gabinet Memorandum has been submitted.

After representation at several levels of Government, the OAS finally agreed to transfer
the 1998 iunds for the INSAP Project to the 1999 Budget. Meanwhile, discussions were
initial 1 :vith the Government of Colombia for technical assistance with regard to this Project.

-Four National Projects were submitted to the OAS for funding in 2000:
(i) Enhancing a better social and economic environment.
(i) Amerindian Community-base ourism development.

(iii) An integrated development plan for the Intermediate Savannahs of Guyana based
on agricultural and agro-ecotourism enterprises.

(iv) The development of a methodology for mitigating inter-cultural conflict.

The Govemment signalled its interest in participating in a number of multilateral projects
(approximately 24).

Amerindian Community-based tourism development was recommended for funding.
However it was not accepted. According to the Embassy’s report, in attempting to justify its
list of projects chosen for funding, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development indicated
that there were insufficient funds for the execution of all the projects recommended by the
CENPES and that the Secretariat chose projects for funding based on their order of
precedence as established by the percentage points given by the CENPES.

Further, the Ministry has sirce requested a re-evaluation of the project “Strengthening
the technical capability of the CCST lo promote technological development, technology transfer
and science and technology policy development for the Caribbean” and “Enhancing a better
social and economic environment”.
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between the Foreign Ministries of the two countries.

The Ministry was represented at a Seminar on Partnerships toward the Twenty-First
Century for the Latin American and Caribbean Countries in Seoul, South Korea (December
2 — 11). This Seminar provided an opportunity for a first hand knowledge of the current
policies being adopted by the Government of Korea at the political, economic and social
levels, particularly now that the country is reviving from the international financial crisis. . .1e
country is now looking to establish closer and more beneficial relations (trade and other
forms of cooperation) with other countries. While the Latin American and Caribbean countries
are being targetted, it should be noted that they are also exploring cooperation with the CIS
countries. Apart from capitalising on the overtures being made, there is also scope for
cooperation between the FSI and the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS).
(IFANS holds joint Conferences, Seminars with other institutes in the US, Japan and Russia
and is promoting exchanges/joint researches with other institutes in Egypt, Peru and Iran.)

The work of the Department suffered in this area due to the fact that only one officeris
currently assigned to the Asia desk.

COORDINATION IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ILLEGAL DRUGS

The Ministry convened a meeting of the International Relations Sub-Committee of the
Nationa! Anti-Narcotics Commission (August). The opportunity was taken to make
recommendations regarding the approach to be adopted by the Government in its involvement
in bilateral and regional activities.

It was agreed that a meeting would be convened underthe Chairmanship of the Minister
of Home Affairs to review all of the agreements signed at the bilateral level as well as the
decisions taken at the various meetings of the Working Groups convened to ascertain the
level of implementation.

18
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ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

MISSION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE EAD

The year 1999 was a very productive year for the =conomic Affairs Department, since
the department was able to accomplish a number of tasks assigned towards the improvement
of an enhanced economic relationship with a number of countries.

THE AMERICAS
BRAZIL

1999 was a very satisfactory year for Guyana-Brazil bilateral relations. The highlight
was the State Visit of Her Excellency Janet Jagan to Brazil in May. The Economic Affairs
Department was responsibie for coordinating, at the inter-agency and intra-Ministry level, the
Economic and Technical Cooperation briefs for this visit, including the background for
Associate Membership of MERCOSUR. The department also continued its coordinating
role with respect to preparations for the Guyana-Roraima Institutional meeting in Boa Vista
on the subject of the Guyana-Brazil Road Link. Several inter-agency meetings were convened
at the Ministerial and Officials level in preparation for this meeting which has since been
postponed by the Brazilians to the new year.

The Ministry also received the visit of an inter-disciplinary evaluation team from the
Brazilian Cooperation Agency during the period August 9-13, 1999. The team held meetings
with officials of the National Dairy Development Programme, the Crops and Fisheries Division
of the Ministry of Fisheries, Crops and Livestock as well as the Hydromet Division of the
Ministry of Agriculture.

Discussions were also held with the Ministry of Health, the Guyana Geology and Mines
Commiss n, the Guyana Forestry Commission and the INSAP programme. This mission
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the Ministry benefited from training in Chile during the year through the CARICOM/Chile
scholarship modality.

COLOMBIA

During the year the Ministry continued consuitations with the Colombian Embassy
with a view to identifying mutually convenient dates for the hosting of the Second Session of
the Guyana/Colombia Joint Commission. The Ministry is still awaiting a response from the
Colombian Embassy on possible dates.

FF~NCH GUIANA
During January the Ministry submitted for the consideration of the French authorities a

proposal for a Ministerial visit to the Department of Cayenne. Atthe end of the fiscal year the
Ministry was still awaiting a response from the French authorities on this proposed initiative.

THE CARIBBEAN
CUBA
The highlight of Guyana/Cuba activities during the year under review was the hosting
by Guyana of the XX Session of the Guyana-Cuba Joint Commission. This activity was a

success and also concluded withthe si¢  ng of a Bilateral Agreement on the Promotion and
Protection of Investments between the two countries.

The new Joint Commission Programme provides for an expanded Medical Brigade,
Cooperation in Fisheries, Crops and Livestock, Tourism, Education, Sports, Communication,
Trade Promotion and Housing.

1999 saw the retention of the services of the 17-member team of doctors and
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on 30th March. The Economic Affairs Department was responsible for the coordinating of
this meeting.

The High Level Bilateral Commission provides for the establishment of nine Sub-
committees in the areas of Health, Consular Matters, Agriculture, Livestock and Agro-industy,
Trade and Economic Cooperation, Political Consultations, Culture, Transportation,
Environment, Drugs and the Technical Working Group ori Marine Resources.

Following the inauguration of the High Level Bilateral Commission in March, three
Sub-committees have since convened meetings. The department also facilitated the hosting
of a team from Venezuela for the inaugural meeting of the Technical Working Group on Marine
Resources. The Sub-committees on Health and Drugs also held their inaugural meetings
during the period November 26 to December 3, 1999.

The Sub-committee on Health has agreed that the next meeting will take place during
the first quarter of 2000, the Sub-committee on Drugs during the first quarter of 2000 and the
Technical Working Group on Marine Resources during the first half of next year.

JAMAICA

Cooperation between the two sides during the year has been dormant. The department
is reviewing measures aimed at resuscitating the cooperation relationship between Guyana
and Jamaica. The department is also exploring the possibility of implementing a capacity
building project.

SURINAME

The department played a vital role in convening inter-agency consultations with a number
of Ministries/Agencies aimed at reviewing a draft Guyana/Suriname Fishing Agreement which
was submitted by the Government of Suriname for the Govemment of Guyana’s consideration.
It is anticipated that this dre:t Agreement would be transmitted to the Surinamese during e
first quarter of 2000.

24
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Hydropower Station was coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and took piace on
November 22, 1999.

An agreement was signed in October 1939 for an additional training course of nine
months for the Guyanese technicians and engineers to equip them to operate and maintain
the Hydro power Station.

JOINT COMMISSION

The Seventh Meeting of the Joint Commission on Economic and Trade Cooperation
between the Governments of Guyana and China took place in Georgetown during the period
March 14 -17, 1999. Among the significant matters discussed was the provision of Technical
Assistance by the Chinese Govemment for the development of an electronic village in Guyana.

Training

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs continued to facilitate training of Guyanese technicians
in China. Four trainees in rice cultivation, edible mushroom cultivation and vegetable
production benefitted from such training in 1999.
Polypropylene Bag Project

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs intensified its efforts to resolve the impassse between
Wray’s Enterprises Inc. and China National Complete Plant import and Export Corporation.

Arrangements were made for a joint inspection of the project by representatives of the
Guyanese and Chinese Governments in September 1999.

INDIA
The Guyana/India Joint Commission was rescheduled for the 2000 period because of

the hosting of National Elections in India. The department however, continued consultation
with the Indian High Commission towards the hosting of the next Guyana/India Joint

26







COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT GENERAL TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE SERVICE DIVISION

The year commenced with only the project at the National Drainage and Irrigation
Board under implementation. Indeed, this project was su.ieduled for completion in May 1999
after a one year extension which commenced in May 1998. However, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs successfully negotiated a cost sharing arrangement for further extension of this project
to May 2000.

Proposed Projects

In 1998 Guyana submitted six (6) new project proposals for the consideration of the
GTASD. However, because of scarce resources the Division was not able to give financial
consideration to the projects until late 1999. Approval has been granted for the implementation

of the following projects from the list submitted in 1998:

- Adviserto the Foreign Service Institute; and Geographical iInformation Systems
Specialist{Ministry of Housing and Water).

Subsequent to the visit of the Director of the Division to Guyana in October 1999, the
following additional projects were approved for implementation:-

- Archival Researcher-Border Information.
- Legal Drafter-Industrial Property Legislation.

Except for the last for which implementation has begun, all the project proposals are in
the pre-implementation preparatory stage.

28
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states of the Andean Community should focus on increased trade, investment and economic
cooperation.

Latin American Integration Association (ALADI)

The Secretary General of ALADI made an official visit to Guyana in November 1999.
During this visit areas for cooperation and consultations were agreed upon.

At the meetings with H.E. President Bharrat Jagdeo the Honourable Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Private Sector Community, it was agreed that there was much scope for
cooperation in the areas of trade and investment.

CARIFORUM

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs continued its monitoring role of the Regional Projects
funded under the Caribbean Forum of the African, Caribbean and Pacific States. The
Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs represented Guyana at the Ninth Meeting of
CARIFORUM Ministers which was held in Jarnaica in October, 1983.

Peace Corps
Consultations between the Ministry and Peace Corps have not been as forthcoming

as in the case of VSO. The Ministry was however, advised of the attachment of ten (10)

Peace Corps volunteers in the areas of youth development and education during the third
quarter of 99.

Voluntary Service Overseas

The Ministry continues to monitor the valuable contribution made by VSO during the
year. Guyana has benefited from the deputation of thirty-one (31) volunteers for the year. The
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monitoring role in respect of the following projects I} Strengthening National Capacity for
Poverty Eradication (i) Building Capacity for Gender Equity in Governance (jii) Health Learning
Materials (iv) Integrated Health Sector Development (v) the Sustainable Development
Networking Programme and (vi) the Squatter Settlements and Depressed Areas Upgrading
Programme. In addition, the Unit effectively carried out its financial responsibilities for a
number of projects and provided advice and in-house training to others on the UNDP financial
procedures.

As part of on-going efforts to strengthen the capacity of the Unit to carry out its mandate,
three additional consultants were recruited to fill vacancies resulting from the loss of two of
the department’s Foreign Service Officers in January and July. Thus, by the end of the year,
the Unit was able to carry out its monitoring role in respect of all Government of Guyana/
UNDP projects particularly those for which the Ministry is not the direct executing agency.
These projects inciuded Integrated Health Sector Reform, Drug Demand Reduction, Enabling
Activities under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Enabling
Activities under the United Nations Bio-Diversity Convention, El Nifio Drought Emergency,
Poverty Eradication Programme for North Rupununi and Assistance for the Special Select
Committee for Constitution Reform inter alia.

Responsibility forimplementation of the Capacity Building project, TOKTEN and TCDC
remained with the Unit. A number of decisions were made in the course of 1999 with respect
to the future of these projects. The Unit and the UNDP constantly searched for solutions at
both the officials level and the High Level through which the programming of the country’s
resource allocation and project implementation could be accelerated in Guyana. Among the
more critical decisions was the broadening of the Capacity Building project to serve, in addition
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, other Government Departments. As part of this objective,
the Unit procured the services of Ms. Joyce Sinclair, Human Resource Consultant, to conduct
an assessr 3nt of a selected number of Ministries that are functionally a part of the social
sector with a view to determining their managerial and administrative needs in resp  :t of
more effectively implementing inter-agency projects. This is one of the inputs that wili feed
into a new Capacity Building project for the year 2000. 1939 also saw the reallocation of
TOKTEN funds and activities from the independent TOKTEN project to a newly created budget
line within the Capacity Building project. Three Tokten Consuitants were received -all during
the second half of 1999. The Guyana National Service and the University of Guyana were the
benefic vy institutions.






efforts have been renewed to secure the services of other qualified persons to as: tin this
process.

Throughout 1999 the Unit was also responsive to requests from the Ministry to explore
funding for various initiatives such as the CRNM/IDB Regional Technical Workshop on
Govemment Procurement.

UNICEF

The Government of Guyana/UNICEF Country Programme was originally programmed
to end on December 31, 1999. Guyana was successful in obtaining funds for a one-year
bridging programme to the end of the year 2000.

Following the departure of Mrs. D. Brady, Mr. Juan Carlos Espinola assumed the reigns
of Assistant Representative at UNICEF.

The second half of 1999 was devoted to building a more effective working relationship
with the organisation. The main issue under focus was the preparation of the new Master
Plan of Operations for the period 2001-2005. In this regard, the Ministry in collaboration with
UNICEF hosted a Strategy Meeting with counterparts on December 1 and 2 which was the
first in a process towards preparation of this document.

SELA/ECLAC/CDCC

Guyana continued to monitor developments within SELA and ECLAC/CDCC. Guyana
was represented by two participants at the SELA/ECLAC seminar on the Incorporation of
TCDC Focal Points into the Internet. The Ministry also facilitated the participation of the Civil
Defence Commission in SELA's initiative to set up a network of agencies responsible for
natural disasters. The Ministry was represented at the Ninth Meeting of the Monitoring
Committee of the CDCC in Port of Spain in May and at the XIV SELA meeting on intemational
Technical Cooperation in December.
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mission since assuming office in August. This was the President’s maiden address at this
important Organisation.

During his presentation, President Jadgeo called for cancellation of debts of some
poor countries to enable those countries to survive in the world economy. He also called for
strengthening democracy, government institutions and the rule of law, as well as rebuilding
the foundations for long-term development.

NEW GLOBAL HUMAN ORDER (NGHO)
Guyana, through its Embassies abroad, continued lobbying forthe New Global Human

Qrder with a view to possibly tabling a resolution on the item at the United Nations General
Assembly.

DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

The Department continued to monitor and follow-up issues relating to international
peace and security. This year also witnessed continued involvernent in negotiations for the
signing of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and the compliance of the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

Preparatory and follow-up activities were co-ordinated for the following events:

- Regional Seminar on the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention,
which was held in Paramaribo, Suriname, March 24-26, 1999,

- Regional Workshop on the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention,
which was held in Punta Arena, Chile May 31 to June 4, 1999,

- First Annual Meeting of Naticna! Authorities of the Chemical Weapons Convention,
which was convened in the Hague, the Netherlands, June 26—27, 1999.
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SOVEREIGN MILITARY ORDER OF MALTA

Guyana established diplomatic relations with the Sovereign Military Order of Malta
in March 16, 1999.

FRANCE

The French Ambassador H.E. Pierre Ariola paid a farewell visit to Guyana during the
month of February, 1999.

The Ministerial visit to French Guiana did not materialise. lts objective was to increase

bilateral relations with the French Department. A brief was prepared for bilateral discussions
with the French President at the EU/LA Summit.

KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

Documents were prepared for the accreditation of the Ambassador of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands on February 16, 1999.

AUSTRIA

The Ambassador of Austria paid a farewell visit to Guyana during the month of March.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

H.E Takhiv B. Durdyev the fc;imer Ambassador of the Fussian Federation was recalled

and documents were prepared for the accreditation of H.E. igov Prokopyev on June 18,
1999,

Russia/Guyana agreements were monitored for (a) visa abolition and (b) the mutual
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ITALY

A brief was prepared for bilateral discussions with the Italian President at the EU/LA
Summit.

GERMANY

A brief was prepared for bilateral discussions with the German President at the EU/
LA Summit.

SPAIN
A Spanish delegation including the Director General of Foreign Relations of Latin
America, Director General of the Spanish Institute of Cooperation among others visited

Guyana and held discussions with the Director General. A brief was prepared for the Spain/
CARICOM Summitin June.

SWEDEN

A brief was prepared for bilateral discussions at the EU/LA Summit.

UNITED KINGDOM

The Hon. Reepu Daman Persaud, Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs
attended a Parliamentary Con  -ence in the UK during the month of February. Through the
HIPC agreement, Guyana’s debt to the United Kingdom was reduced from US$72.2 million
to US$53.4 million at the end of 1999.

The Ministry in collaboration with the British High Commission commenced
preparations for the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in February 2000.
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CANDIDATURES

Guyana continued to lend its support to “friendly” countries particularly CARICOM
Member states, in their quest for election to regional and international organisations.

AFRICA (SUB SAHARAN)

During the course of the year, bilateral relations were maintained with the States of
this region primarily through the exchange of National Day Messages between the respective
Heads of State and Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

This was supplemented by bilateral discussions held during the Commonwealth Summit
in Durban in November, for which appropriate Briefs and Talking Points were prepared to

facilitate discussions with officials of specific countries e.g. South Africa, Nigeria, Zambia
and Ghana.

ACCREDITATIONS
In February, Her Excellency, Thandi Luthuli-Gcabashe presented credentials as Non
Resident gh Commissioner of South Africa to Guyana to Her Excellency the President,

Mrs. Janet Jagan. The High Commissioner is stationed in Caracas.

At the end of the year, the request for Agrement for the Nigerian High Commissioner
Designate, was still under consideration.

COMMONWEALTH/UNESCO/PAHO -WHO

: Given the importance of multilateralism to Guyana's foreign policy Guyana was able
to vis-a-vis:

Host the Heads of the Commonwealth & retariat and PAHO/WHO in May and July

42
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs played an important role in organising and facilitating a
number of activities related to the Treaty. These included:

- The Tarapoto Workshop (Guyana) on criteria and Indicators for Sustainable
Management of the Amazon Forests.

- Training in Geographic Information System (GIS) for Guyana Technicians

- Prize-giving ceremony for winners of ti.. Art and Essay competitions,
commenrorating the twentieth anniversary of the Amazon Co-operation Treaty.

- Spanish sessions at the Venezuelan Cultural Centre, for staff members of the
Permanent National Commission of the Amazon Co-operation Treaty.

- Meetings of the Permanent National Commission of the Amazon Co-operation -
Treaty PNC/ACT and its Sub Commissions.

- Initiating measures to have the Protocol amending Article 22 of the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty ratified.

ENVIRONMENT/OTHERS

The Ministry was also instrumental in organising the Third Joint Meeting of the
Association of Caribbean States, Special Committees on Protection and Conservation of
the Environment, Caribbean Sea and Natural Resources. Further, instruments of acceptance
of the amendments to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete the Ozone Layer
1990, 1692, 1997 were prepared to bring Guyana in line with existing intemational obligations
on the contro! of ozone depleting activities.

The Ministry also continued to play an active role on a number of national committees
including the National Bio-diversity Advisory Committee, National Climate Committee and
National Bio-Safety Committee.

LEGAL ADVISER

During 1999, the Legal Adviser provided advice to the Honourable Minister of Foreign
Affairs, the Director General and the Departments within the Ministry.
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MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EXTERNAL
NEGOTIATIONS (NACEN)

1999, from the beginning, promised to be an ev_ntful year in the areas of the key
negotiations with which the NACEN is duly concemed, namely the World Trade Organization
(WTO), Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and the ACP-EU Post-Lomé IV
Arrangements. These matters continued to attract increasing attention at both the regional
(Caricom) and national levels, not merely for the involved process of the respective negotiations,
but more importantly for the fact that in terms of internationai trade policy, these specific
areas underscore the major planks upon which our external trade policy will be defined in the
new millennium.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is properly established as the bulwark in the
global trading system and WTO-compatibility is a standard requirement for members
establishing trade relations. The WTO is also quickly acquiring a major role (with the IMF and
World Bank) in global economic policymaking. The FTAA, when concluded (in 2005 or
thereabout), willimpact extensively on trade in the Americas and particularly on Guyana and
the Caribbean Community in relation to non-traditional markets in the hemisphere. The ACP-
EU post-Lome IV negotiations (which were concluded in February 2000) will set in train
arrangements that will govern the Caribbean’s trade (and economic) relations with the
European Union for the next twenty-five years, at least.

1999 saw the consolidation of the role of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the area of
international trade policy and the external trade negotiations. This occurrence has been
impacted largely by regional and international trends and the special policy emphasis which
the Government of Guyana has placed on trade and economic diplomacy.
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the process and the issues as well as the national preparations for the Ministerial conference.

" Guyana's national preparations for the Conference were coordinated by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs at the level of the NACEN. The national preparatory process was also
linked to the regional preparations in Caricorn, involving the Caribbean Regional Negotiating
Machinery (CRNM), and the Group of 77 (in light of Guyana’s Chairmanship of that body in
1999).

NACEN members had the benefit of discussing the issues fully at the 6th NACEN
meeting which was held on November 19". The Secretariat had prepared a matrix, setting
out the issues against which proposals w ‘e being tabled by various countries or groups of
countries (including Caricom and Guyana) for agreement by the Conference. The Conference
endedincon Isively. Technical work has been scheduled to resume in Geneva in early 2000.

Hemiswoheric Relations
Free "rade Area of the Americas (FTAA)

Guyana's paticipation in the FTAA process has remained fairly consistent and
reasenably involved from the inception. In view of the principle of WTO-compatibility in
inter-ational trade negotiations, the hernispheric negotiations of the FTAA, in several instances,
mirror the negotiations in the WTO. The key eventin the FTAA calendar in 1999 was the Fifth
Miristerial Meeting which was held in Toronto, Canada on November 3-4. Guyana participated
ai fhis meeting, which was the first FTAA Ministerial since the negotiation stage commenced
in September 1998. The following activities were expedited by the Secretariat:

- Link-up with the FTAA confidential Document Distribution System (Secured
website) (May);

- Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a presentation to Cabinet entitled “External Trade
and Economic Negotiations: Guyana’s Participation in the FTAA — Institutional
Arrangements and Programme of Action”, outlined the institutional arrangements
goveming Guyand's preparation for and involvement in the FTAA negotiations (July);
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Assembly for the ACP’s Negotiating Mandate and Strategy in the Negotiaticns for a post-
Lome IV successor Agreement.

The second Summit of ACP Heads of State and Government was convened in the
Dominican Republic from November 25-26. The Secretariat prepared briefs, position papars
etc for Guyana's participation.

Following a Decision of the Seventieth Session of the ACP Council of Ministers in
November to restructure the ACP Secretariat, Guyana successfully lobbied the suppert of tha
Caribbean Group for a Guyanese naticnal in the person of Mr. Carl Greenidge, then ACP
Deputy Secretary General, to fifl the position of Director of the Technical Center for Agricultura!
and Rural Cooperation (CTA) in the new structure. This position was reserved for anomines
from the Caribbean Group in the first instance. '

CARICOM MATTERS

Matters involving the NACEN Secretariat with regard to the Caribbean Community
concerned mainly the Caricom Single Market and Econcrny (CSME) and the Caribbean
Regioneal Negotiating Machinery (CRNM).

Caricom Single Market and Economy (CSME)

The Secretariat collaborated with the Department of Americas and Asia (DAA) inthe
execution of a number of tasks relating to the CSME and Revision of the Treaty of
Chaguaramas.

NACEN Coordinator represenied Guyana at the 20" and 21 Meeting of the Inter-
Governmental Task Force (IGTF), held in Dominica (April 7-10) and Barbados (April 20-24),

respectively.

Preparation of Briefs and position papers for Guyana’s attendance at the Twentieth






January 2000. Guyana’s Foreign Minister, the Honourable Clement Rohee, served as the
designated Chair during this period. The country’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations, H.E. Ambassador Samuel R. Insanally, served as the Group’s Chair in New York.

Coordination of the task of the Chairman was conducted between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Georgetown and the Guyana Permanent Mission to the UN in New York. At
the Foreign Ministry an internal Task Force was set u,. "nd included officers of the NACEN
Secretariat. The NACEN Coordinator served as the main contact and resource person on
the trade and development matters.

Guyana’s contributions to and leadership of the G 77 in 1999 were noted in the following
activities:

* A Regional Consultation and Coordination Meeting of the Latin American and the
Caribbean countries prior to UNCTAD X, held in Santo Domingo on August 5-6.

* An Informal High Level Consultative Meeting, convened by the G-77 Chairman at
State House on September 7-8. The Consultations were aimed at assisting the
Chairman in the development of ideas and identification of key elements of a
possible strategic and visionary approach by the G 77 to issues of international
economic and social development.

* The Ninth Ministerial Conference of the G 77, held in Marrakesh, Morocco, on
September 14-16. The overriding position of developing countries regarding the
multilateral trading system and the World Trade Organization (WTO) was properly
articulated at this meeting by the Group’s Chairman, Honourabie Clement Rohee,
in his call for a “review, repair and reform” agenda for the WTO. This means a
review of the implementation problems that confront developing countries, repair
oramendment to the Uruguay Round Agreements, and refor— >f the WTO decision-
making process to make it more responsive and enabling to the developing
countries, which comprise over 75% of the Organization’'s membership.

* Meeting of Eminent Persons, convened by the G 77 Chairman in Georgetown on
December 6-7. Guyana assumed the Chairmanship of the G 77 at the point where
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Brussels. The Ambassador discussed with NACEN members the ACP-EU Negotiations
which were underway for a post-Lome IV successor Agreement.

Other Matters

Guyana/China Trade Relations: The Secre.~riat examined a proposatl from the
People’s Republic of China for a bilateral trade agreement with Guyana. A counter-proposal
was set out in December for transmission to the Chinese. The matter is expected to be
concluded in the new year.

EU - Latin America and the Caribbean Relations: A first Summit of the European
Union (EU) and Latin America and the Caribbean was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on June
28-29. Guyana, as the Caribbean Community’s representative on the Rio Group, participated
in the joint preparatory meetings for the Summit. The President of Guyana delivered a
Statement on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group of countries on the subject
“Trade Negotiations and Liberalization.” The Ministry of Foreign Affairs was responsible for
the preparation of Guyana's participation at the Summit. The NACEN Secretariat collaborated
with the other departments in the Ministry in the preparation of the requisite briefs, statements
etc.

Training: Technical Officers in the Secretariat benefited from the following training
(which was held in the Caribbean):

- CRNM/IDB Workshop on Government Procurement, held in Georgetown on
September 1-4, 1999;

- WTO Training Workshop (for Guyana) on the use of the WTO website and secured
docurr it distribution facility (ddf) and the establishment of a WTO Reference

Center in Guyana (Georgetown, September 23-24);

- Commonwealth Caribbean Workshop on Trade in Services, held in St Kitts & Nevis
on September 30-October 2, 1999;
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Switzerland 1 - - - - - . . . . . ) 1
Suriname - 1 2 - 1 - - - . 1 1 . 6
St. Marten - 1 - - - - - - - - . . 1
India - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 2
Dominica - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
Berlin - - - - - . . . 1 . ) i 1
Antigua - - - - - - - 1 1 . . 3 5
French Guiana y
Brazil - - - - - - - - . . 1 . 1
Germany - - - - - - - . - . . 1 1
Total 15 16 7 g 10 3 8 20 12 11 24 24 15
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1
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It is noted that the principal areas of skilis/interest of persons granted the ‘Remigrant
Status’ are Businessmen, Engineers, Medical Doctors, Teachers, Accountants, Farmers,
Ministers of Religion and Craftsmen.

The remigration scheme is being handled in a business like manner and this
Department has strictly followed the given Guidelines.
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TELEVISION SERIES

The Unit also produced its television series “Towards the twenty-first Century”.
PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO MISSIONS AND THE PUBLIC AT

LARGE

The unit distributed information, responded to requests by fax and telephone and
distributed publications to local prominent individuals and organizations.

PROVISION OF POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
The unit arranged appointments for the Minister with members of the public, organized

public appearances of the Minister, invited media to official acttivities of the Minister, responded
to correspondence on behalf of the Minister, and provided status reports on various issues.

LIAISON WITH LOCAL AND OVERSEAS MEDIA

The unit responded to queries and requests for information regarding the work of the
Ministry, arranged visits to Guyana of personnel from overseas media establishments, and
provided of " ialinformation for use by media houses.

LIAISON WITH LOCAL DIPLOMATIC CORPS

The unit organized public appearances of members of diplomatic corps for public
awareness purposes and assisted in organizing receptions for the diplomatic corps.
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the financial operations of the Ministry during 1999 thereby ensuring that they were ¢  ried

out in accordance with the 1 wnancial Administration and Audit Act, Financial Regulations and
Circular Instructions.

Current Expenditure for the Ministry is divided into two programmes namely,
Programme 1 - Ministry’s Administration and Programme 2 - Foreign Relations.

Total Current Budget for the Ministry was B$1.072 with Revised Provision of B$1.102
and Capital Budget M$21.364.

Actual Current Expenditure for 1999 was B$1.083 and Capital Expenditure M$21.334.
Details are attached at appendices 1-3.

A total of M$7.888 was collected as Revenue at Head Office and Overseas Missions
and paid over to the Accountant General's Department.
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11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 1999

Agrement granted by the Government of Guyana for seven (7) Ambassadors/High

Commissioners from foreign countries;

Fourteen {14) Ambassadors/High Commissioners have presented their Letters of

Credence/Commission to the President of Guyana;

Four (4) Ambassadors/High Commissioners paid »fficial visits to Guyana

Four {(4) Ambassadors/High Commissioners paid farewell visits to the President of

Guyana and other Government officials;

Farewell receptions were hosted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs for resident

Ambassadors/High Commissioners;

H.E Mrs Cheryl Miles presented Credentials to the President of the Federative Republic

of Brazil

H.E. Dr Timothy Crichiow presented Credentials to the President of Cuba

H.E. Mr Rajnarine Singh presented Credentials to the Governor General of Canada

Mr Danny Doobay appointed Consul Genera! to Toronto, Canada '
Performed Protocol duties for Guyana’s Republic day and its Independence

Anniversary celebrations

Performed protocol duties at the Airport on several occasions for arrival and departure

of foreign officials, Ambassadors and High Commissioners

Performed protocol duties for Enmore Martyrs Day, Street Fair, Remembrance Day

and other official ceremonies and receptions

Receptions hosted by resident and non resident representatives on their respective

national day

Requested courtesies in connection with the visits of the President and Prime Minister

and other Ministers of the Government to foreign countries

Fulfilled requests from Guyana’s Missions and Honorary Consulates for passport books,

renewal forms, revenue stamps etc.

DOCUMENTS PROCESSED AND ISSUED

Diplomatic ID Cards issued - 90
Diplomatic Passports Issued - 35
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BEIJING

EMBASSY OF GUYANA

1999 was an important milestone for the host nation, which celebrated the 50" Anni-
versary of its founding. It was an opportune time to call 2th national and international atten-
tion, to China’s envied progress since 1949.

The Embassy was privileged to participate in some of the official activities held in
honour of the occasion.

It was noted at one of the Anniversary functions that China during these pa: 50 years
has been able to establish diplomatic relations with more than 160 countries. China also
used the occasion to reaffirm its continued support for the developing countries.

It was quite evident throughout the year that even as China continued to mak  signifi-
cant social and economic strides, it1  1ained committed to maintaining and fostering even
closer relations with developing countries like Guyana. Against this background, the Mission
endeavored during the year to be fully briefed on China’s developments, particularly ose
issues having relevance to our bilateral relations.

BILATERAL RELATIONS

The Embassy was actively involved during the year articulating Government of Guyana
views while at the same time listening to the concermns of the Chinese authorities. The unre-
solved issue of the Bag Factory surfaced at the onset of the year and threatened to cast an
unwelcome cloud over bilateral economic ties between the two countries. Both sides exer-
cised much patience as possible solutions were explored. However, in spite of these efforts,
a final solution was still pending at the close of the year.

Notwithstanding the Bag Factory issue, friendly and cordial relations were maintained
throughout the year. These relations were given ample opportunity to build through the ex-
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COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

In April the University of Guyana and the China Education Service Center concluded
an agreement appointing the latter as an Overseas Agent.

MFA DESK OFFICER VIS!TS CHINA

FSO Torrington attended a Workshop in May for Diplomats from Latin America & the
Caribbean sponsored by the Foreign Affairs College of China.

MISSION ACTIVITIES
Visits to other Cities & Provinces

The year under review did provide two opportunities for the Charge d' Affaires to
travel to other parts of China. The first was in response to an invitation from the Mayor of
Dalian City to participate in that city’s annual Chinese New Year Spring Festival, which was
held in February.

The second invitation came from the Vice-Minister of Foreign Afiairs, Mr. Yang Jiechi,
to participate along with the other GRULAC Heads in a trip to Hebei and Shanxi Provinces
during the month of May.

GUYANESE GET-TOGETHER’

In the month of May during FSO Torrington’s visit, the Charge d'Affaires hosted a get-
together of all the Guyanese in Beijing. Aiso present, was a student from the sister CARICOM
State of Dominica. During the visit of the Hon. Minister of Health a similar activity was hosted
at the Embassy.
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Leave returns for Home-based Staff for 1999 was as follows:
Leave Utilized in 1999

C. Pollydore NIl Nil Nil
J. Blackett 42 2 Nil

COMPUTERIZATION

The Mission’s work efficiency was given a significant boost during the year with a
capital allocation, which was used to purchase three computers and two printers. The om-
puters are networked with the capacity for expansion should the need ariseinthe futu  The
computers and its peripherals have also enabled the Mission to access information from the
internet which has now made it possible to keep abreast with developments taking pl ein
Guyana.

MAINT NANCE OF BUILDING & EQUIPMENT
Since the completion of the refurbishing works done to the Embassy Building in 1998,

the Residence has remained unoccuf * :d. Equipment including the Official car were ser-
viced on a regular basis in order to ensure their maximum output.

TUITION FEES
It was necessary during the year, to bring to the attention of the Ministry the situation
which has now developed in Beijing where the current ceiling paid for tuition fees has be-

come woefully inadequate and unrealistic.

At the close of the year the situation was still awaiting a favourable conclusion.
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PSM students in China. PSM-approved monthly allowances were disbursed to the students
accordingly.

In June, one of the students, FSO Ms. Bevon Mc Donald completed her studies and
returned to Headquarters to resume duty. This departure resulted in only a lone student re-
maining in China at the close of 1999. Despite the efforts of the Mission, Guyana utilized
none of the two scholarships offered by the Chinese C.>vernmentin 1999.

While the Mission has no precise mandate to look into the affairs of other CARICOM

students, it continued its traditional practice of keeping in contact with these students and
providing them with non-financial assistance whenever this was possible.

CONSULAR ACTIVITIES

The Mission’s consular functions during the year continued to be focused primarily on
the tasks of processing Guyanese passports and issuing visas.

During the year the Mission issued the following visas:

Countesy 3
Business 34
Tourist 4

The Mission issued three new passports and a similar number was renewed.
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Guyana still has a natural advantage because of the critical role we can play in the develop-
ment axis of northern Brazil. However, it is imperative that we seize the moment. And, to do
this, a necessary first step is to increase the human and financial resources of the Guyana
Embassy, Brazil.

Visits and Meetings

There were two high level visits during the year in review. During the period May 19 -
22, 1999, President Janet Jagan paid an Official State Visit during which she visited the
capital, Brasilia, and the northern states of Roraima and Amazonas. And in the following
month she led Guyana'’s delegation to the historic first Summit between the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean and the countries of the European Union which was held Rio
de Janeiro.

At a lower level, but of great importance to the programme of bilateral cooperation,
August saw the realization of the long awaited visit to Guyana of the Brazilian Inter Disciplin-
ary Evaluation Team with the objective of evaluating projects from Guyanese agencies that
could benefit from Brazilian technical cooperation. In November, after months of preparation
and correspondence, the Ministry of External Relations of Brazil gave the assurance that the
first institutional Meeting between Guyana and Brazil to discuss the interconnection of the
highway systems of both countries would definitely be convened in Boa Vista in the first
quarter of the year 2000. Inthe area of military collaboration, the high command of the Guyana
Defence Force visited Brazil on two occasions to attend first a Regional intelligence Meeting,
and subsequently a bilateral exchange on the same topic.

Agreements

1999 was a year when a number of Agreements were concluded with tt  potential to
facilitate more effective interchange between Guyana and Brazil, particularly in view of the
eventual road and bridge link. Both the Memorandum of Understanding with Mercosul con-
cluded during the LAC/EU Summit, and the Memorandum of Understanding betwe 1 the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and the Class Association of Amazonas signed  1ring
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Bilateral relations with other countries

In 1999, the countries of concurrent accreditation remained areas of unrealizc  op-
portunity for Guyana. Agreement forthe new Head of Mission was received from each of the
four:- Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and Uruguay:- the priorities in the year 2000 will be the presen-
tation of credentials and the compilation of a Work Programme for each country.

Denmark, Egypt, Italy and Malaysia are accredited to Guyana from Brazil. Mala iais
by far the most active of these countries in its relations with Guyana. The initiatives with italy
and Egypt which had sprung from visits paid by the late President Cheddi Jagan have been
slow to bear fruit, and may need to be recharged. Inthe case of Denmark, there are possibili-
ties for action in the areas of human rights and private investment that would have to be
explored.

It should be noted that a number of countries, mostly from Africa and the former East-
ern Europe, cover Guyana in a informal way. They have been added to the Embassy’s mzil-
ing list.

Consular Matters

In the final quarter of 1999, the Embassy liaised with the Ministry of External Rel: ons
of Brazil with regardto1 2 selection of an Honorary Consul for Guyana in the State of Roraima.
This is a matter of the most urgent priority which will be actively pursued in the year 2000.

Guyanese who found themselves stranded in Brasilia, and the issue of absco ling
Guyanese students are matters that caused difficulties in 1999, and will need to be addressed
as priorities in 2000.

In the former category, the number of Guyanese who will be tempted to seek fortunes
in Brazil, and in countries beyond, will inevitably increase as the road link becomes a reality.
A mechanism for dealing with those who are destitute and request financial assistat._ 2 in
order to return home needs to be put in place before a crisis occurs. The Embassy will
submit proposals for consideration by Headquarters.
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Embassy from the severe difficulties and financial constraints under which it had been: er-
ating in previous years. Nonetheless, the Embassy is functioning far below optimum be-
cause of the lack of human resources and equipment, and because of the inadequacy Ejf
Embassy premises. Furthermore, the analysis of Brazil's economic situation is that the Real
has stabilized but that inflation is on the rise, particularly with regard to consumer goods and
housing. Hence any financial relief to the Embassy is likely to be short fived. In this situation
it is sensible and desirable that the Embassy’s capital re., irements, which represent both an
accumulated need and new realities, be met as quickly as practicable to allow us to take
advantage of the present window of opportunity to make necessary purchases before prices
sky rocket again. Employment costs do not represent the true needs of the Embassy, but are
not expected to increase significantly in the year 2000. Adequate remittances for running
exf 1ses, including essential travel to other States in Brazil, are critical to the successful
operation of the Embassy, given its lack of human resources.

Conclusion

The Embassy performed creditably during 1999 despite may constraints.

A more wide ranging and ambitious Work Programme has been prepared for the
year 2000, in accordance with the increasing strategic importance of Brazil to Guyana.
Military Cooperation

The Embassy facilitated the collaboration between the Guyanese and Brazilian Mili-
tary. Lt. Trevor Bowman attended a jump Masters Course in Brazil during the period April 19-
June 5, 1999. The Guyana Defence Force attended the V Regional Meeting of Military Ex-
change and Intelligence, Brazil/Guyana during the period July 14-16, 1999. Major General

Joseph Singh and delegation attended the Third Military Intelligence Conference between
Guyana and Brazil during the period October 4-7, 1999.
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requests for clarification on matters from a number of the Embassies to which the Guyana
Ambassador is concurrently accredited.

The Embassy makes available to the Embassies of concurrent accreditation cc-ies
of the Takuba News and the Guyana Information Services Weekly News Bulletin.

Embassies Accredited to Guyana

Guyana/Malaysia Relations

The Mission transmitted to Headquarters the Brochure of the Malaysian Technical
Cooperation Programme (MTCP). This offered training opportunities to prospective Guyanese
in a number of areas. In relation to technical assistance to the Guyana Foreign Service Insti-
tute, the Embassy maintained liaison with the Embassy of Malaysia with regard to a visit to
the Malaysian Institute for Diplomacy and International Relations by two Guyanese Officials of
the Guyana Foreign Service Institute. It will be recalled that Dr. Mark Kirton of the University of
Guyana and Mr. Imtyaz Mochammed, Programme Manager of the Guyana Foreign Ser  ze
Institute visited Malaysia in August 1999.

The Embassy was represented at a Seminar on Palm Qil, Application and Nutrition
which was hosted by the Embassy of Malaysia in Brasilia in July 1999. Documentation was
forwarded to Head Office.

Request for Technical Assistance

The Government of Guyana is requesting technical assistance from the Government
of Malaysia in the area of the cultivation of the fruit Rambutan. The Embassy will be liaising
with the Embassy of Malaysia in this regard.

78






The Embassy has written the ltalian Embassy requesting a status report on the Agree-
ment on the Promotion and Protection of Investment between Guyana and Italy and the Agree-
ment of Friendship and Cooperation between Guyana and Italy. A response is beingaws :d.

Ambassador Miles paid Courtesy Call on the Ambassador of Italy.

Relations with CA ICOM States Accredited to Brazil

The Embassy was represented at a Luncheon which was hosted by the Ambassador
of Trinidad and Tobago, HE Robert M. Torry to discuss improved relations between Carib-

bean countries, the Federal University and the Secretariat for Science and Technolegy, both
in the State of Goias.

The Embassy received HE Sonja Welch, the newly accredited Ambassador of Bar-

bados to Brazil for a Courtesy Meeting when she presented her Credentials to the President
of Brazil. Ambassador Welch is resident in Caracas.

Ambassador Miles paid Courtesy Calls on the Ambassador of Trinidad & Tobago, the
Ambassador of Suriname and the Charge’d’ Affaires a. >f Haiti.

Requests for Government of Guyana Support - Candidatures

During the year under review, the Embassy served as intermediary in the transmis-
sion of requests for support of candidatures from a number of countries.

Dissemination of Information

The Embassy continuesto forward an a regular basis to the Ministry of External Rela-
tions of the Federative Republic of Brazil and to relevant Embassies the Guyana Information
Services Weekly Bulletin and the Takuba News, the publication of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. \ne Embassy is preparinga Data Base to target States in Brazil and Organise  mns.
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Relations with Guyanese

Mr. Paulo do Vale Pereira Filho has written the Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressing
a desire to serve as Honorary Consul for Guyana in Boa Vista, State of Roraima. Following
a directive from Head Office the Embassy informally requested advice from ltamaraty. An
informal response was received and the details will shortly be submitted to Headquarters.

Public Service Management Students in 1999

During the year under review three Guyanese students completed their traini | in
Brazil. Mr. Lee Van de Santos completed training in Pharmacy at the Federal Univers /in
Rio Grande do Sul, Ms Elisabeth Sukhram in Statistics at the Federal University in Amazonas
and Mr. Pierce Paul at the Federal University in Minas Gerais. Mr Lee Van de Santos has
since returned home to fulfii his contractual obligation to the Government of Guyana.

There is one Guyanese student currently in training Ms Bernadette Headly at the Fed-
eral University in Minas Gerais, course of study Nutrition.

The problem of Foreign Students not retiurning to their respective countries on comple-
tion of their training in Brazil is also engaging the attention of the Ministry of Education of
Brazil and ltamaraty Officials. These two agencies are in the process of engaging in discus-
sions with the countries concerned in an effort to modify the terms of the Agreement to ensure
that students retumn to their respective countries.

Ambassador Miles, since her arrival and assumption of duty, has made a request for
a Courtesy Call on the Head of Department at ltamaraty to discuss, inter alia, this matier. A
response is being awaited from the Ministry of External Relations. Ambassador Miles raised

this matter during her Courtesy Call with the Federal Minister of Education Paulo Renato
Souza.

This is impeding Guyana’s use ¢ 3razilian scholarship offers. As such, its early reso-
lution is a high priority for this Mission.
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Requests from the latter countries were for visas as well as renewals and issuance of
new passports, since Guyana does not have consular representation in these countries.
Passports

Twenty - two passpotts were issued and eight -=newed for the year under review.
Compared with 1998, there has been a significant reduction in revenue collected from  ese
services.

Consular Inscription

A total of four Inscriptions were issued to Guyanese nationals. This document is used
to certify the individual’s identity.

In addition to the abovementioned service the Mission also rendered the service of
authentication of documents. A total of two were authenticated during the year.

Revenue Collected

Revenue collected by the Mission for 1999 reflected a significant reduction in 1 ition
to that of 1998. There were two major reasons for this:

* There were fewer requests for renewals and issuance of Passports as well as the
demands for other consular services.

* The depreciation of the Reais to the US Dollar. This resulted in a significant
reduction in the US dollar equivalent.

As a consequence the Mission after reviewing the situation has decided to use a US
dollar base for the collection of fees for services rendered. This system would take effect
from January 1, 2000.
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Finance and Accounting

The Mission during the year under review received allocation which was compara-
tively the same to that which was budgeted for under the various sub-heads. However; there
were a few sub-heads that were either inadequately funded or not funded. Those respective
heads that fell short of the budgeted amounts were brought to the Ministry’s attention in Octo-
ber‘99. They are as follows:

100-104 Clerical and Office Support

100-105 Semi Skilled and Unskilled Operatives (no funds allocated)
200-201 Other _.rect Labour Cost

200-203 Benefits and Allowances

The Mission, even though it was faced with increased costs for goods and services
during the year, was able to regulate its spending under various sub-heads. It should be
noted that the Mission was without an Ambassador for some months, as such there were less

expenses incurred under certain heads. This situation is expected to change in the new year
with the Head of Mission in place.

Monthly remittances continued throughout the year to be remitted late to the Embassy’s
account. As a consequence, there were delays in payment for certain goods and services. It
should also be highlighted that the allocation for the same was also late.

Stranded Guyanese

During the year under review nine Guyanese visited the Embassy and reported that
they were stranded. They all requested financiat assistance (some requests were for air tick-
ets to retum to Guyana) from the Embassy. These Guyanese citizens were advised that the
Embassy could not provide them with return airfares to Guyana. However, the following assis-
tance was provided: the Embassy could issue them with a declaration advising that they are
Guyanese nationals and that they had misptaced their identification; waiver the cost of the
Emergency Travel Document for their return home; request assistance from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in locating their relatives who could assist them with air tickets home. None of
the nationals were interested in this option. They stated that their relatives are not in a posi-
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BRUSSELS
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Throughout the year 1999, the Embassy was fully immersed in ACP-EU negotiations
for a successor agreement to the Lomé Convention, which commenced officially in late 1998.
The year was marked by an intensive schedule of preg.. -atory and negotiation meetings of
the four negotiating groups as well as various groups and sub-committees.

The major meetings included the ACP/ACP-EU Council of Ministers meetings and
Ministerial Negotiations in February in Dakar, Senegal and in July and December in Brus-
sels. Otherimportant meetings included the Meeting of Ministers of Mines in July, Ministers
of Trade in October and the 5th Meeting of National and Regional Authorising Officers in
September. There was also the 2nd ACP Summit in Santo Domingo in Novemriber.

The mission also participated in the meetings of the CARIFORUM group and contin-
ued to represent CARICOM in meetings of the LAC-EU and the Brussels Rio Group.

There were visits by Minister Clement Rohee and officials representing the rice and
rum industries in Guyana.

The complemnent of staff was augmented by the arrival of two officers, Counsellor Gale
Lee in January and First Secretary Monique Chuck-A-Sang in February.

ACP-EU Co-operation

The mission was actively involved in meetings at the ACP, CARIFORUM, Working
Group and sub-committee levels, leading up to the joint ACP-EU negotiating sessions.

Special attention was accorded to issues of major interest to Guyana including good

govemance, trade liberalisation, REPA's, sugar, rice and rum. Guyana was a member of the
Working Group on Good Governance.
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The Minsters examined the Draft Declaration on the 3rd WTO Ministerial Conference
prepared by the Senior Officials which was adopted thereafter. The main issue discussed
under the Future of ACP-EU Relations was the extension of the current waiver for the ACP-
EU trade preferences. Inthe Declaration, the ACP cailed on the EU to begin the process of
applying for the extension of the waiver inthe WTO.

It was firmly agreed at the meeting that the issue ¢t development should be an integral
part of the Seattle WTO Agenda and that priority should be accorded to implementation
issues par ularly relating to imbalances in many areas including agriculture.

ACP-EU Development Finance Cooperation Ministerial Committee

The meeting of the ACP-EU Development Finance Cooperation Ministerial Commit-
tee was held in Accra, Ghana on 11-13 November, 1999. Guyana was represented by Dr.
Gobin Ganga of the Bank of Guyana and First Secretary M. Chuck-A-Sang.

2nd ACP Summit

Guyana was represented by Minister Clement Rohee and Ambassador Havelock
Brewster at the Summit which took place in Santo Domingo on 25-26 November. This meet-

ing was proceeded by a Committee of Ambassadors meeting as well as an ACP Council of
Ministers Session.

5th Meeting of National and Regional Authorising Officers

The 5th Meeting of National and Regional Authorising Officers was held in Brussels
on September 20-22. No representative was sent from Guyana, however the Embassy par-
ticipated in the meetings. These meetings assessed the progress achieved in negotiations
on a successor agreement to Lome' and discussed strategies and the ACP position on
issues concerning investment, private sector and other development strategies, sectoral
policies, instruments and management systems and regional cooperation.
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was greatly enhanced by an attractive photographic display, posters and brochures as well
as Guyanese handicraft, food, drinks and liquor. The food and drinks were prepared by the
staff of the Embassy. The typical Guyanese snacks included channa, cassava pone, mettai,
pholourie as well as ginger beer, lemonade and sorrel.

The booth attracted a great deal of attention and interest in Guyana. The people were
fascinated by the natural beauty and wildlife of Guyana and many posters and brochures
were distributed. The posters depicting the wildlife of Guyana were particularly in demand.
This was the fourth time that the mission participated in the event,

General

In January, the Counsellor and First Secretary met with the outgoing and incoming
European Commission Desk Officers to be briefed on the status of Guyana/EU Coopera-
tion. Printed material on the European Union and ACP/EU Cooperation was sent to the
Foreign Service Institute.

The mission responded to numerous requests for information on tourism and doing
business in Guyana.

In March, Ambassador Brewster participated in meetings of the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank in Barbados as Guyana's Executive Director.

The mission pursued with the EC Energy Directorate a request from the Minister for
assistance in a number of small scale renewable energy projects. The EC subsequently
responded in July to advise that they were willing to finance a consultant but could not finance
any projects.

On 17-18 May, Ambassador Brewster represented Guyana at the 20th Meeting of the
Committee of the Board of Governors of Inter-American Corporation of the IDB in Paris.

The Ambassador represented the Honourable Minister at a NAM/G77-C and G8
Meeting of Fo "gn Ministers in Cologne on June 10. Discussions focussed on major giobal
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issues including economic and political issues such as debt, security and conflict resolution.
A proposal by South " ‘rican President Mandela for the establishment of a Joint Consultative
Mechanism on global issues was also discussed.

Consular Activiti 3

During the year, the mission collected i /enue amounting tc . 623 Belgian Francs.
The equivalent of Guy$359,8L. was paid to the Accountant General.

Consulars wvices deredw as follows:

Nor mpediment certificate 1

Renunciation of Citizenship 6
Certification o ocuments 29
Visas 8
New Passports 10
Renewals of Passports 23
Endorsement of marriage title in Passport 1

The mission also sold one tender document for the Water Supply Rehabilitation Project
on behalf of GUYWA.



CARACAS

EMBASSY OF GUYANA

INTRODUCTION

Beginning with the election of President Hugo Chavez Frias, events in Venezuela
unfolded at a rapid pace and at many levels of the political landscape, the economy and the
society, all requiring careful analysis and attention by the Embassy.

The Embassy crafted its day to day activities to ensure that all aspects of its reporting
and analysis were done in a timely fashion so as to keep pace with these developments.
Additionally, other aspects of its multifaceted functions at the economic, trade, consular and
community levels were given the full attention required.

This report seeks to highlight some of the main aspects of the Embassy’s work in
1999.

GUYANA - VENEZUELA BILATERAL RELATIONS

Nineteen ninety-nine marked the emergence of President Hugo Chavez Frias. Bring-
ing an astute reading of the mood of his people to the presidential office following his victory
at the polls in December, 1998, he mixed populism and purposefulness to lead an epic icono-
clastic backlash against Venezuela's political pillars. By the end of the year he had wiped out
Congress, initiated far-reaching judicial reform, promulgated his vaunted new constitution
and left the old political elite without a constituency. Criticised for not doing enough on the
economic front he also presided over a deteriorating economy further battered by the calami-
tous flooding of Vargas state in December. Nineteen ninety-nine also saw the 100th anniver-
sary of the Paris Award which set the present boundary betv  :n Guyana and Venezuela.

President Janet Jagan's visit to Venezuela for Chavez’ inauguration in February and
Foreign Minister José Vicente Rangel’s visit to Guyana at the end of March marked the two
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ances that Venezuela had no hostile intentions toward Guyana. By December the climate
had improved sufficiently enough for meetings of the three sub commissions of the HLBC to
take place successfully.

The flood disaster in December forced Venezuela's focus inward. The government
and people of Guyana magnanimously contributed relief supplies in their neighbour’s hour of
need which served to further relax the strains that atter.2'2d the 100th anniversary award.

Concurrent Accreditations

For reasons unknown, the scheduled meeting of the Guyana-Colombia Joint Com-
mission did not materialise in late 1999.

The Head of Missicn presented letters of credence to the president of Ecuador on
February 11th. Ecuador was preoccupied with its volatile politics/economic situation and is
yet to make good on its undertaking to respond to the draft bilateral cooperation Agreement

which the Mission submitted for the consideration of the Ecuadorean Foreign Ministry during
the midd!e of the year.

Bilateral Relations with Countries that Conducted Relations with
Guyana through their Missions in Caracas

Relations with Japan

Guyana/Japan relations were further advanced by the end of 1999.

Grant Aid

During the course of the yearthere was uncertainty regarding the lack of implementa-
tion of the projects which had qualiiied for Japanese Grant Aid in 1995. Also, there was little
movement in Fisheries Grant Aid, as well as in Cultural Grant Aid.
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- The Promotion of Small and Medium Scale Enterprises.
- Vegetable Seed Production.

- Urban Water Supply Systems.

- Television Production.

- Sustainable Tourism Development.

- Leaders of Persons with Disabilities.

- Sewerage Works Engineering.

- Fishing Resource Management.

The Embassy would also recommend Language training in Japanese as ancther area
for consideration. The Japanese Embassy in Caracas provided several booklets and cas-
settes for study of the Japanese language at the beginner level. Advance courses could also -
be requested.

Relations with other Countries

The status of relaticns with other countries is listed hereunder:

Switzerland

In January 1999 Cabinet approved the waiver of visa requirements for Swiss nation-
als wishing to travel to Guyana.

The visit to Guyana of the Swiss Chargé d'Affaires based in Caracas to attend the ~
important workshop on “Capacity Building Programme for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries:
Debt Analysis and Strategy”, also provided an opportunity for an exchange of information on
Guyana/Swiss relations. Also notable in this period was the Swiss offer of assistance to
Guyana in the Constitutional Reform process. Switzerland has also promised to speed up
consideration of an Investment Protection Agreement to help promote bilateral trade and
investment relations.
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Norway

There is scope for increased activity in these relations during 2000 to improve on
1999's performance.

With the accreditation of a new Ambassador of Poland to Guyana, H.E. Mr. Jacek
Perlin, there are indications that there will be further dev<! opment of bilateral relations. The
Polish invitation to Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs to attend an International Conference
on “The Community of Democracies” in June 2000 has been forwarded.

Israel

Israel offered Guyana a number of partial scholarships, which were taken un, in such
areas as Poultry Manay=ment and Dairy Cattle Production. Itis recommended however that
greater consideration be given to taking up more offers from Israel since these are usually
highly specialized courses.

Spain

Arising out of the Spain-Caricom Summit held in Trinidad and Tobago in July 1999 a
greater commitment to promote economic scientific and technical relations between Spain
and Caricom was affirmed by both Parties.

Guyana requested a draft agreement on technical cooperation from Spain as it de-

sired to enter into its own cooperation programme as was intended with Jamaica and Trinidad
and Tobago.

In the field of training, Spain offered research Scholarships for the year 2000 and also
training at the Spanish Diplomatic School for the year 1999/2000. The latter was not taken
up.

in the area of other contacts between Spain and Guyana, there were enquiries from a
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Algeria

Apart from the receipt of the CV of the new President of Algeria, H.E. Abdelaziz
Bonteflika in April 1999 there was not much contact with Algeria, through the Caracas post.
A response to a request by Algeria for information on Guyana’s accession to the Treaty for
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons was forwarded to the Embassy of Algeria early in
the year.

Panama

There was no appreciable growth in contacts during the year under report.

Czech Republic

A new non-resident Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Guyana, based in Caracas,
is to be accredited ir "100. With this it is anticipated that further contact with this country will
be advanced.

South Africa

Relations between Guyana and South Africa were further advanced in 1999. In her
accreditation speech in February 1999 the new South African Ambassador noted that South
Africa was cognizant of the fact that democratization in both Guyana and South Africa took a
long time, and was not without pain and sacrifice, where both countries went through unstable
and difficult times.

South Africa, in an effort to stimulate travel, business and tourism contacts with Guyana
waived visa requirements for Guyanese nationals. In spite of distances, there is potential for

increased contacts in these areas and also at the cultural level.

The attendance by the President of Guyana at the Commonwealth Head of Govern-
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year. The new Permanent Secretary, Mr. Otto Boye Soto, former Chilean Ambassador to
Caracas, was the only official candidate for the post of Permanent Secretary, and was elected
by acclamation.

The Mission continued to facilitate the transmission of documents between the Minis-
try and the Permanent Secretariat, and provided assistance in coordinating attendance at
Meetings and Seminars by representatives of Guyana.

The most important event this year was the XXV Regular Meeting of the Latin Ameri-
can Council which took place in Caracas, from October 26-28, 1999. The VII| Extraordinary
Meeting of the Latin American Council held in March primarily considered the financial situa-
tion of the Secretariat, a situation for which repeated calls were made to member states to
satisfy payment commitments.

Three meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Group took place during the year to deliberate
inter-alia the future shape of the organisation.

Guyana was represented by the Mission staff at all the above-mentioned meetings.

Treaty of Amazonian Cooperation

The Embassy participated in several meetings of the Treaty of Amazonian Coopera-
tion in Caracas.

The question of the slow pace of the ratification of the Protocol of Amendment to the
Treaty of Amazonian Cooperation remained of concern at year end particularly for Brazil
which was scheduled to take over the Permanent Secretariat early in 2000.

On the matter of the translation of documents to English, the Embassy made several
approaches to the Pro Tempore Secretary and there was a noticable improvement. There
were however, still large important technical documents which only appeared in Spanish.
Continuing efforts were made to obtain at least a summary.
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Mission attended a meeting convened by CONSECOMERCIO, a local trade bureau, to seek
means by which bi-lateral trade could be enhanced. That organisation expressed a firm inter-
est in strengthening ties with the Caribbean and informally proposed holding a round of meet-
ings in 2000 to work towards increasing commercial links.

In line with improving infrastructure for trade and tourism, further assistance was pro-
vided to Venezuelan Airline PROMARDI in its attempts (> re-commence commercial flights
to Guyana through following up with the Civil Aviation w.epartment and by co-sponsoring a
Toast for the airline at the Mission. Conversations were also sustained with another small
airline in order to discuss establishing links with Guyana. To date however, direct flights to
Guyana are yet to be re-inaugurated.

Several members of the Venezuelan business community expressed interest in the
establishment of a Guyana-Venezuela Chamber of Commerce. A concrete proposal for such
a Chamber, submitted to the Mission by a Venezuelan poiitical activist, was discouraged
because this would have paralleled the Joint Business Council.

Trade

Trade and investment information on Guyana was provided to a local Web page which
specializes in commercial information.

The Embassy attempted to promote trade by meeting with, giving verbal and printed
country brit ;5 as well as facilitating visits to Guyana of the Mexican and Colombian Commer-
cial Counselors, and by holding conversations with the Argentine Embassy and a Japanese
Corporation on trade possibilities.

The cancelled GUYEXPO was also used as an occasion to send flyers and promo-

tional letters on trade, tourism and industry to a large number of Chambers of Commerce and
companies in Venezuela.
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Mining

Efforts were made to assist entry into the Venezuelan market of local Kaolin.

Energy Sectors

A few companies expressed an interest in supplying petroleum products including
diesel and gasoline to Guyana. These companies were provided with contact numbers for
the Guyana Energy Authority.
Sugar

The groundwork was set for the future exploitation of the natural Venezuelan market

for sugar, after discussions held between the Ambassador of Guyana in Caracas, the Ven-
ezuelan Ambassador in Georgetown and representatives of the Guyana Sugar Corporation.

Fishing Industry

Potential markets were informed of Guyanese exportable offer of fish and seafood
crops for Venezuela, upon requests made by Guyanese businesses.

Telecommunications

Interest was expressed by a Swedish telephone company in establishing a mobile
cellular telephone business in Guyana.

108

i






?

Visits to States

During this year consular visits were paid to the states of Anzoategui (February),
Carabobo (June) and Bolivar (August).

During these visits officers provided the usual consular services as follows:

Renewal of Passports

Extensions of Passports

Receipt of Birth Certificate Applications
Receipt of lost passport reports

in the case of Bolivar State, conversations regarding the situation of the resident
Guyanese colony were sustained with the Mayoress of Caroni Municipality (a zone in which
there is a large Guyanese community}, the Head of immigration Services of Puerto Ordaz
and Humanas Dignitas (a local Human Rights Organization). The meeting with the Immigra-
tion Office faciiitated the renewal of the “White Paper” given to Guyanese by local authorities;
a process which reports indicate had been inactive for a few months.

Conversations with the Mayors revealed a dire underlying necessity for improved rep-
resentation by and for the community, in particular, the need to have an official representative
in the State of Bolivar.

Guyanese in Distress

This year, the Mission attended to a number of Guyanese. In the majority of cases
financial assistance was provided, conditioned as loans, until such a time as the recipients
could repay.

The Mission attended to a national hospitalized with the AIDS virus and who later
passed away. In this instance iterrs for personal care were provided and a visit was paid to
tr patient at the hospital.
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PROTOCOL

During the year the Mission extended customary courtesy and hospitality to a number
of Guyanese visiting or transiting Venezuela. These included the Honourable Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Honourable Minister of Fisheries, Crops & Livestock and the Minister of
Education, our Ambassador to Brazil and her party, a delegation to a TAC meeting, a number
of journalists and a Guyanese Cricket team from Miam: . shich came to play a round of inde-
pendence cricket matches. The Head of Mission and Staff attended approximately 100
protocolar events during the course of the year.

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
Personnel Matters

The Embassy bid farewell to Principal Foreign Service Officer, Mr. Robert McKenzie
in March 1999 and welcomed Mrs. Jennifer Tiwari, Senior Foreign Service Officer |, who
arrived at the end of February 1999.

At the level of the locally recruited staff the Embassy lost the services of the typist/
receptionist and the messenger/driver. The post of typist/receptionist was filled along with
the recruitment of another bilingual typist. The post of messenger/driver is yet to be filled.

The Embassy’s previous recommendations regarding Spanish language training, for
both diplomatic and non-diplomatic staff are still relevant. Alsothe Embassy wishes to rec-
ommend that funds be made available for upgrading the computer skills of the clerical staff
as this would improve the productivity of the Embassy.

The Embassy was able to negotiate with proprietors of two rented buildings to have
the rental at a reasonably low cost as compared with the average prices paid because of the

rising demand on housing accommodation. (Sub-Head 141).

ycal official trips to perform Consular Services to the Guyanese Community outside
of Caracas were limited to three (Sub-Head 161).
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Expenditure Statement to period 31/12/99, showed that expenses incurred under many of its
subheads had exceeded their allocated amount.

The inflation rate at the close of the year has been estimated at 103% with a consider-
able rise in the first semester.

Throughout the year there was a continuous devz!'ation of the Bolivares and although
the US$ yielded more to the Bolivares the prices of commodities and services kept rising,
bringing the cost of all necessary expenditures incurred for the functioning of the Embassy to
at least twice as expected, although in many instances efforts were made to cut costs on
expenses incurred under Other Charges.

The Mission did not venture on producing its quarterly newsletter for the year although
there were plans to start producing monthly in-house copies as from September 1999. (Sub-
Head 124).

Supplementary Allocation

A request was made by the Mission for the provision of supplementary funds as early
as August, 1999 but to date no response or approval has been received.

Suggestions are that if Supplementary Provisions are to be provided, approval should
be granted as early as possible so that the Mission could have accomplished most of the
activities planned based on its Work Programme on or before the final day of the current
year.

Capital Expenditure

A memo was received stating that approval was given for the purchasing of one com-
puter. Estimates on the costs were sent to the Ministry. The Mission still awaits the funding
of this project, which is critical to the smooth execution of its functions.
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HAVANA

EMBASSY OF GUYANA

Mutual goodwill continued to characterize the relations between Guyana and Cuba in
1999. An obvious fillip to those relations was the appointment of Guyana’s first Ambassador
to Cuba since 1992. The Mission’s business, which th. ~ughout the period October 1992 to
September 1999 was handled at the level of a Charge ‘d’ Affaires, was raised more than a
notch with the Ambassador’s accreditation on September 8, 1999, and Cuban and Guyana
watchers lost no time conveying their pleasure with the appointment.

The task in the last quarter of the year, therefore, was to build on the evident goodwill,
and thereby continue to advance Guyana's interest in a country with which we have had dip-
lomatic relations for over twenty-five years. Ground had to be regained, too, from new
CARICOM comers like Jamaica and Belize which are treating relations with Cuba quite se-
riously. Indeed in the area of transportation, Jamaica has been established as a hub into
Cuba, effectively competing with the entrenched Panama connection.

If the appointment of the Ambassador may be seen as a pius, the concurrent increase
in the number of Guyanese students in Cuba added to the positive direction of Guyana -
Cuba relations. In October, seven Guyanese students arrived in Cuba to begin studies in
Higher Education under the CARICOM-CUBA Scholarship Programme. Their arrival brought
the number of Guyanese students in Cubato ten.* Had there not been the unfortunate prema-
ture departure from Cuba of two students, who found the reception arrangements not to their
liking, and the very late completion of arrangements by yet another, the number would have
been thirteen.

| am aware of the presence of an additional Guyanese student (born in Cuba of
Guyanese parents) who is on a scholarship here but has no contractual obligations with the
Guyana Government.
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to be held in Havana during April 2000, coincided with that of Ambassador S.R. Insanally,
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee of the South Summit.

The visit provided useful insights into the Cuban preparations for the Summit and their
expectations therefore.

Bilateral Cooperation

The XXth Session of the Cuba - Guyana Joint Commission was held in Guyana during
18 - 22 October. The Mission’s involvement was limited to providing inputs into the Minister’s
opening statement, establishing/contfirming the composition of the Cuban delegation, and
issuing the appropriate visas.

As a spin-off of this Joint Commission Meeting the Mission has begun interviewing
Cuban Medical Brigade selectees for proficiency in English. The exercise should continue
into the year-end 2000 as the Cubans strive to meet their commitment of 17 doctors and
medical technicians for the Guyanese health sector. The exercise was interrupted at year
end and when all attention was shifted to Venezuela following on the disastrous flood dam-
age there. MINSAP (the Cuban Ministry of Public Health} naturally found recruitment for the
Venezuelan emergency much easier than for Guyana since proficiency in a second language
was not a requirement.

As an additional spinoff, the Director of the Jose Manti School of Languages has
advised that two Spanish teachers have been identified from his institution for training of
teachers of Spanish in Guyana’s primary schools. But the exercise is on hold pending clari-
fication from Guyana on the general terms and conditions of employment which would govem
the Cuban contractees.

There was also Guyanese panticipation in the Havana Trade Fair (FIHAV=99), Octo-
ber 31 - November 5th, the exhibiting company being the food manufacturer ‘Chinelle’s’.
Participation was coordinated by the Caribbean Export Development Agency, and the
Mission’s involvement was not sought. There is some hope that the Company shouid be able
to market its products in Cuba. A hurdle, though, is certification by the Cuban Institute of
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Consular Affairs

Travel between Guyana and Cuba remained depressed during the year. In fact, the

number of requests for visas actually declined by some 26%, and continued to maintain a
downward trend.

Below, for the purposes of comparison, are the s. istics for visas issued over the last
ten years:

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Courtesy Visas 209 80 71 86 89 86 69 34 38 31
Diplomatic Visas 10 6 6 - 5 4 15 - 2 3
Tourist Visas 8 2 24 36 30 11 43 55 30 21
Business Visas 4 - - 2 - 1 12 2 4 0
Total 231 88 101 124 124 102 139 91 74 55

While the above figures do not include Cuban holders of diplomatic passports who do
not require visas to travel to Guyana, they indicate that Guyana was not an attractive destina-
tion for Cubans during 1999. That conclusion may further be strengthened by the realization

that a number of visa requests were from third-country nationals and not necessarily ali Cu-
bans.

Other consular activities were:

Overseeing the general welfare and administering funds as allowances to the PSM
students in Cuba.

Making weekly visits to the Guyanese Presidential Guard, Colbert Lancaster, who

continued to make commendable progress towards recovery in the Frank Pais
Orthopaedic Hospital.

Facilitating the child, Mas Saeed Ishack, who was in Cuba during 29 May, 1999 to
19 July, 1999 for open-heart surgery at the Children’s Hospital;

120






217

ing. For the national/domestic market there is need for a lower grade of rice, with 25to0 35 %
br..<en, which forms part of the subsidized food basket for Cubans and distributed via the
libreta. The current domination of the market by far-away Asian (largely Thai, Vietnamese
and Chinese) rice could be challenged.

Thirdly, the Cuban sewage system is old and crying for modernization. The Cubans,
however, are still using discredited pipes with old sewage sy:=*em but in the mushrooming
new buildings. But again the bottom line for the Cubans is actual cost and not necessarily
aesthetics.

The Caribbean Export Development Agency (CEDA) has established an office in
Havana and is prepared to lend as much assistance as possible to businessmen who would
want to tap into the Cuban market. Already mentioned in this regard is Chinelle's experience
at FIHAV ‘99.

The Jamaicans, too, have moved to established their EXIMBANK with a primary pur-
pose of providing credit to businessmen who are seeking market access beyond Jamaica
shores; and Trinidad’s Republic Bank has moved a step further to establish a clone in Ha-
vana called VISCA. Given the relationship between NBIC, Guyana and the Republic Bank of
Trinidad and Tobago, one would imagine that there could be positive spin-offs for Guyanese
businessmen. In the circumstances, there is need to give effect to the cliché new and innova-
tive ideas’, in doing business with the Cubans.

Some Negatives
Communication

A major bugbear is communication between Guyana and Cuba. Faxed transmis-
sions in either direction have often gone astray or for some reason were not received at the
intended destinations. A spin-off has been inaction on either end in those circumstances and
a consequent misconstruing of the reasons for such inaction. This realisation has led to the
costly supplementing of telfax transmissions with follow-up telephone calls to determine whether
the former had been received. Making those telephone calls has not been always easy






Cooperation between MINREX and MFA, Guyana

The Annual Meeting between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Cuba and Guyana
was not held in 1999 although there was the visit to Cuba by the Honourable Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Guyana. Perhaps advantages may be taken of Foreign Minister Felipe Perez
Roque’s proposed CARICOM visit in the first quarter of 2000 to hold such a meeting. Or, can
it be assumed that with the departure of former Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina there are
new imperatives occasioning changed structures?

Concurrent Accreditations
One wonders about the stage reached in the consideration of the issue of concurrent

accreditations from Havana. Guyana now enjoys diplomatic relations with all the Centrai
American Countries. Representation, as per recollection, goes a-begging.
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also requested. There were also several expressions of interest in investing in the i g
sector. Advice was also given throughout the year to visitors to the Mission and telephone
callers.

Information Package on Investment

The Registry was involved in the compilation of an investment package, which was
made available to persons interested in visiting in Guyana. Extensive work was also done to
create folders with information, which co " | be easily accessed for distribution when requests
were made.

The new system established was to facilitate the dissemination of literature and infor-
mation.

Advertisements and registration of interest forms for the privatisation of the following
Government entities:

Guyana Printers Limited (GPL})

Guyana Stores Limited (GSL.)

Linden Mining Enterprise (LINMINE)
BERBICE Mining Enterprise (BERMINE).

were circulated to forty (40) businessmen (including Guyanese) in the United King-
dom and the Netherlands and were also placed on the Mission’s notice board and in the
reception area.

Guyana Trade Fair

The invitation to Guyana'’s Trade Fair (GuyExpo '99) which was scheduled to take
place at the Sophia Exhibition Centre from 21-25 July and postponed to the 1st quarter of the
year 2000 were circulated to forty (40) businessmen (including Guyanese) in the United King-
dom and the Netherlands, twenty-three (23} Tour Operators that offer tours to Guyana from
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Tourism

In the Tourism Sector, two hundred and forty-one (241) requests were received and
information despatched on tourism. During the atter part of the year the Mission received
numerous requests for tourist information from persons desirous of spending Christmas and
the New Year in Guyana.

In April a special tourism supplement was prepared for distribution. A copy was for-
warded to the Ministry with the High Commissioner’s monthly report for that month.

The Mission continues to receive numerous request for posters, maps and photo-
graphs of Guyana.

Launching of Guyana World - Tourism and Cultural Festival

The High Commission organised a programme to promote the Cultural and Tourism
Festival of the Guianas, which was scheduled for 26th and 27th November at the Sophia
National Exhibition Park in Georgetown.

As partoftt awareness drive the High Commission, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Trade , Tourism and Industry held a two-day session to sensitise persons on the event. In
this regard, businessmen with links in Guyana, tour operators, and personnel from the news
media were invited to attend a meeting on Thursday, June 24th at the High Commission to be
briefed by consultant, Mr. Al Creighton +...0o was in London to promote the Festival.

Invitations were also issued to members of Guyanese organisations, selective indi-
viduals and the aforementioned groups to attend the Festival's launching on Friday, June
25th at the High Commission.

The 1998 Caribbean World Magazine Annual International Award

Guyana won the prestigious 1998 Caribbean World Magazine Annual International
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World Pool Championships

The Mission was instrumental in having the National Sports Commission of Guyana

support Mr. Ramesh Gokul in his bid to represent Guyana at the World Pool Championships
held in Blackpool from 27th May to 5th June.

Mr. Gohul is a Guyanese who migrated to the Uni*=d Kingdom. He was featured in the
Mission’s newsletter issued in May.

Miss Guyana UK Pageant

The reigning Miss UK Queen, Miss Angela Abrams departed London for Guyana on
Sunday, February 21, for two weeks.

The Mission notified Hon. Gail Teixeira, Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports and the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the arrival of Miss Abrams who was chaperoned by her sister,
Andrea Abrams.

The Mission arranged for Miss Angela Abrams and her sister to be met on arrival at
the Cheddi Jagan Timehri Intemational Airport and for the Ministry of Culture and the local
liaison officer for the organisers of the Miss Guyana UK Pageant, Ms Karen Nero, to prepare
a planned programme of activities for Miss Abrams.

Reception for Miss Guyana

Miss Indra Changa who was Guyana’s representative to the Miss World Pageant held
in London on 4th December was welcomed on arrival at Hearthrow Airport by Ms Marion
Herbenrt, First Secretary. The High Commission also maintained communication with the
Ministry of Culture during Miss Changa'’s participation in the contest.

The High Commissioner hosted a reception on 7th December for Miss Changa who

met with Guyanese resident in the United Kingdom who are involved in tourism, culture and
fashion. Discussions included the promotion of eco-tourism in Guyana.
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discussed at the Meeting. The Briefs contained views and recommendations,
which were useful for discussions.

- Prepared a Brief on the Guyana/Venezuela Border controversy, which was
despatched to all members of Commonweaith members states in the UK prior to
CHOGM to apprise them of the issue. This strategy was employed since a decision
was taken to ensure that the matter be placed on the agenda in an effort to garner
support from the Commonwealth states as well.

- Prepared official individual programme for President Jagdeo, Minster Rohee and
spouse with regard to CHOGM.

- Prepared speaking points for the President for official meetings with Queen etc.

- Submitted brief points to Minister Rohee with regard to CHOGM.

Pre-WHA Meeting of Commonwealth Heaith Ministers held in Geneva on May 16.

The High Commission was represented on June 25, at three Commonwealth meet-
ings, namely, the meeting of the Finance Committee; the Second Joint Body Meeting of the
Secretariat Finance Committee, the CFTC Board of Representatives, and the Chairpersons
of the Commonwealth Youth Programme and the Commonwealth Science Council; and the
Fifty-fourth meeting of the CFTC Board of Representatives.

First Joint Body Meeting of the Commonwealth Secretariat Finance Committee, the
Board of Representatives of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation (CFTC)
and the Chairpersons of the Commonweaith Youth Programme (CYP) and the Common-

wealth Science Council (CSC). This meeting was attended by the High Commission.

Commonwealth Consultative Group Meeting on Small States held in London on 16
September.

Commonwealth Finance Ministers and Senior Finance Officials meetings held from
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Commonwealth Foundation - $56,113.00
Commonwealth Institute - $ 4,500.00
Commonwealth Legal Advisory Science - $ 2,500.00

The High Commissioner met with Ms. Angela Strachan, Chief Programme Officer of
Export and Industrial Development of the Commonwealth Secretariat at the High Commis-
sion on 17 August.

Ms. Strachan indicated an absence of projects from Guyana, the last known being that
for a Trade Policy Consultant.

The Ministry’s attention was drawn to a letter copied to the High Commissioner from
the Chief Programme Officer informing of the Commonwealth Caribbean Workshop on Trade
in Services held in St Kitts from 30th December to 2nd November.

It was also brought to the Minstry’s attention that Ms. Strachan had urged Guyana’s
participation in the Workshop since it was expected that the output would prove beneficial in
discussions on hemispheric negotiations such as the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA).
Also the availability of funding from the Export and Industrial Development Division for a
representative from Guyana which included airfare, accommodation and meals was commu-
nicated.

The Ministry was informed of the appointment of the new Director of the Common-
wealth Foundation, Mr. Colin Ball.

Vacancies within the Commonwealth Secretariat, included those of Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General (Development Co-operation), Deputy Direc-
tor of the Commonwealth Foundation and Senior Executive Officer in the Joint Office for

Commonwealth Permanent Missions to the United Nations in New York.

The High Commissioner forwarded the foliowing information about the vacancy for the
post of Deputy Director of the Commonwealth Foundation:

The Ministry was informed that a Board of Governors Meeting held on 17 June, it was
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The High Commissioner succeeded Dr. John Radcliffe as Chairman of the Council in
the year 2000. The members of the Council of CABI have approved his nomination. This is
an important and significant appointment for Guyana.

IMO

Activities of the Intemational Maritime Organisation (IMO) continue to be monitored by
the High Commission.

The Mission despatched correspondence regarding requests for support for re-elec-
tion to category C of the IMO Council from Korea, Spain, Australia, Poland, Indonesia, Saudi
Arabia, Panama, Finland, Singapore, Philippines, Mexico and for election from Malta, the
Bahamas, South Africa and Morocco.

Elections were held during the 21st Regular Session of the IMO Assembly from 15to
26 November in London. Guyana was represented by Ms. Marion Herbert to support the
Bahamas candidature for election to category C of the IMO Council in keeping with a CARICOM
decision to support the Bahamas Candidature.

ISO

The Mission prepared and submitted two letters to the ISO authorising Mrs. Carolyn
Barry to attend the 15th and 16th Session of the ISO Council meetings during the reporting
period.

The High Commission continued to monitor the work of the World Trade Organisation.
Background papers on many issues were forwarded to Georgetown on a regular basis.
Requests for support from Sweden, Venezuela, Brazil, United Kingdom, Poland and France
for candidatures to fill one of the vacant positions of Deputy Director General of the W10
were forwarded to the Ministry.
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Relations with Britain

The Mission continued to monitor developments in the country of post but was se-
verely impeded in performing this important function due to a shortage of staff.

The Guyana High Commission was among the  ~ribbean High Commissions which
agreed to forward to the British Foreign Secretary, the Rt. Hon. Robin Cook, the statement by
CARICOM Heads of Government on plutonium shipments.

A Report of the UK Government Reshuffle and a list of the Cabinet was sent to the
Ministry on 8 August.

The High Commissioner was invited to address the Conservative Party’s Foreign and
Commonwealth Council Meeting at the Conservation Central Office on Monday 25th Janu-
ary. The address focused on the political development of Guyana from 1940 to present.

Relations with other European Countries

The High Commissioner is accredited to the French Republic, the Netherlands, the
Czeck Republic, the Russian Federation and the Holy See. As part of the Work Programme
of the Mission he is required to visit each of these countries once a year to pursue Guyana’s
interests. However, owing to the acute shortage of Funds the High Commissioner has been
unable to fulfill this function.

In a former Work Programme the High Commission had submitted a budget outlining
the sums need for periodic visits to these countries. So far, progress has not been made in
this area and more so, a response was never received.

Caribbean High Commissioners’ Meeting

The High Commissioner attended the Caribbean High Commissioners Meeting held

138






sensitise Mps, businessmen and other groups about EU-ACP negotic Jns and otherissues
in the Caribbean.

A report on the meeting was submitted to the last High Commissioner’s meeting held
at the Guyana High Commission on 14 September.

Shipment of Nuclear Waste through the Caribbean Sea

The High Commissioner in his capacity as Dean of the Caribbean High Commission-
ers headed a delegation of Caribbean High Commissioners to a meeting with Baroness
Symons at the Foreign and Commonweaith Office on 21 July.

The purpose of the meeting was to convey the concern of the Governments of the
Caribbean about the shipment of Nuclear Waste through the Caribbean Seas that could
result in human and environmental damage to the region.

it was reported that Baroness Symons advised that the shipments carryingthe nuc ar
waste were adhering to the laws of the sea and the nuclear waste was being transported in a
safe manner.

The Minister was nevertheless informed that Governments in the Caribbean were not
convinced of the safety of the ships using the Caribbean Sea for the transportation of nuclear
waste.

Meeting between Caribbean High Commissioners and the Caribbean
Advisory Group

As Dean of the Caribbean High Commissioners the High Commissioner for Guyana
was tasked with the responsibility of preparing the items for the agenda for discussion at the
above-mentioned meeting which was held at Cromwell House on 1st December. The High
Commissioner also chaired the meeting jointly with the Acting Chairman of the Caribbean
Advisory Group, Lady Hollick.
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The proposed agenda was also forwarded to the Minster of Foreign Affairs for his
comments.

HE Bharrat Jagdeo in his capacity at the time as Minister of Finance was accompa-
nied by the High Commissioner on 21st June to a Joint meeting with the British Treasury
Department and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. This meeting was prior to the Paris
club meeting.

Visit to Guyana of Mr. Bowen Wells, Conservative Member of
Parliament

Mr. Bowen Wells, Conservative Member of Parliament visited Guyana from 23rd to
28th September.

The High Commissioner arranged for the Ministry to prepare a programme which
included:

- Avisitto Iwokrama Rainforest Centre

- Visits to some British and World Bank Projects

- Meeting with the Acting President (since the President was in New York attending
the 54th Session of the UN General Assembly).

CARICOM Ministers/Ambassadors Meeting

The High Commissioner attended the above-mentioned meeting on February 4 atthe
Jamaica High Commission. The Meeting hosted by Sir Shridath Ramphal, CARICOM’s
Chief Negotiator, was a preparatory meeting of CARIFORUM Ministers travelling on to Dakar
for the ACP and the EU-ACP Ministerial meetings. The gathering discussed in detail, the
agendas for both meetings.
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Jagdeo, Minister of Finance visited London during the reporting period after attending the
35th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) in Paris.

While in London the High Commissioner set up a number of appointments as re-
quested by Minster Teixeira and accompanied her to all the engagements. A copy of the

programme prepared for the Hon. Minister was forwara.d to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
on 15th March.

The High Commissioner took the opportunity while Minister Teixeria and HE. Bharrat
Jagdeo were intransit in London to organise a meeting at the High Commission to update
members of the Guyanese community on the situation in Guyana. The meeting at the High
Commission was held on Tuesday, March 16.

The High Commissioner chaired the Session. The meeting was very well attended
and there was active participation in the form of questions from members of the audience.

The discussions included, inter alia, the current dialogue between the PPP/Civic and
the PNC and the Constitutional Review Commission.

The High Commission also set up a number of appointments as requested by Minster
Teixeira. A copy of the Hon. Minister's programme was forwarded to the Ministry.

Former President Mrs Janet Jagan’s Unofficial Visit to London

Former President Her Excellency Janet Jagan paid an unofficial visit to London from
4-10 May.

The High Commission hosted a reception in honour of the President on Saturday,

May 8, at the High Commission. It was the first opportunity the President had of meeting with
Guyanese nationals in London.

In her address to the gathering the President lauded the worthwhile support of the 42
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ACP London/Brussels Sugar Expert Group Meeting, 6-7 April

Ms. Herbert, First Secretary attached to the High Commission represented the Brus-
sels Mission at the ACP London Group/Brussels Sugar Expent Group Meeting hosted by the
London Commercial Group, Tate & Lyle Sugars (LS) at their Headquarters on 7th April.

The meeting focused on preparations for the Si;th Ministerial Conference on Sugar
held in Swaziland from 13 to 17 September; the intra-ACP cooperation workshop; transport
costs of sugar exports and other related issues.

A report on the meeting was faxed to the Ministry.
Attendance and Participation at the Bethlehem 2000 International

Conference held in Rome from 18-19 February 1999

The High Commissioner represented the Government of Guyana at the above-men-
tioned Conference held in Rome from 18 to 19 February 1299.

A copy of the High Commissioner's Report was faxed to the Minstry on 1st March
1999.

The Circle of Friends (UK) for the promotion of the New Global Human Order held its
meeting on debt relief on 23 May, at the High Commission.

Mr. Adrian Lovett, Deputy Director, Jubilee 2000 Coalition spoke on the Highly In-
debted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative.

The Meeting was chaired by the High Commissioner.

A copy of the press release emanating from the discussions of the meeting issued on
27 May was forwarded to the Ministry, the news media and other pertinent persons.
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Invitees to this session included all the Members and Friends of the Circle of Friends
for the Promotion of a New Global Human Order, Caribbean High Commissioners, selective
Members of Parliament, Guyanese organisations, business and selective individuals.

NGHO Meeting - 5 October

1 in-house meeting was held for members only on October 5. The meeting dis
cussed the following  atters:
1. EU-ACP Negotiations
2. The Modernisation of the Sugar Industry in Guyana
3. Future activities of the Circle of Friends

NGHO Meeting - 17 December

At a meeting of the Circle of Friends held on 17 December the following matters were
discussed:

1. World Trade Organisation talks in Seattle

- A nightmare or a prelude to a new dawn.
2. EU/ACP Negotiations

- Update by High Commissioner His Excellency Mr. Laleshwar Singh.
3. Debt Relief and Market Access

- Reflection on Mr Michael Camdessus’ address at the WTO meeting

in Seattle.

A detailed report of that meeting had been forwarded to the Ministry on 14 April,

Michelle Smith Appeal Fund

Michelle Smith, a sixteen-year old Guyanese girl who has been diagnosed with a
grade [V cancer of the shoulder and in urgent need of attention arrived in London on May 17.
Michelle’s grandmother who resides in London made an appeal for assistance to the High
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at Westminster Abbey on Tuesday 2nd March. The Guyanese community in Britain joined
the staff of the Mission for the event that was well attended.

Reception held in honour of UG’s 35th Anniversary

The Guyana High Commission and the University of Guyana Support Group in the
United Kingdom hosted a reception at the High Commission on Friday March 26, to mark the
35th Anniversary of the University of Guyana.

Because of the very busy schedule of the High Commissioner the reception which
was formerly planned to coincide with the 35th Anniversary of the University in 1998 had to be
postponed to the above date.

in attendance were the Hon. Moses Nagamootoo who was in London after attending
the IPDC Meeting at UNESCO in Paris, Guyanese academics, selected invitees and repre-
sentatives from several Guyanese based organisations in London.

The meeting was well attended. The High Commissioner give a brief history of the
University of Guyana which was followed by the Chairman of the Group Mr. Assanah's pre-
sentation on the role and function of the UG Support Group. This was followed by an address
by The Hon. Moses Nagamootoo on educational standards in Guyana and plans for the fu-
ture. Minister Nagamootoo ending by thanking the UGSG for their continued support towards
the development of education in Guyana. The programme for the evening ended with the
recital of poetry by Guyanese poet John Agard.

Donations
Civil Defence Commission

On 12th February, a cheque for the sum of eighty-one pounds and sixty pence (81.60)
payable to the Civil Defence Commission was forwarded to the Ministry for unward transmis-

sion to the Civil Defence Commission. The sum represented a late donation towards the
Drought Relief.
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The Association of Guyanese Nurses and Allied Professionals assisted the Mission

in sending the following items to their consignees in Guyana.

Quantity ltems Consignee
Four black cabs Ministry of Health
1 box books Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education
| box books The Headmaster,
Phillipi Primary School,
Phillipi, Corentyne
4 boxes books The Chief Librarian,
National Library
1 box books The Headmistress,
Grove Primary School
14 boxes braille books The Chief Librarian,
National Library
1 box clothing The Hon. Vibert De Souza M.P.,
Ministry of Amerindian Affairs
4 boxes Medical Supplies Mrs Sumintra Singh
1 boxes clothing Mr. Phillip Edwards
St Francis de Sales
Kamarang, Upper Mazaruni
1 box Medical Supplies The Hon. Dr. Henrey Jeffrey M.P.,
Minister of Health
one Walking Fame The Hon. Dr. Henrey Jeffrey MP

Minister of Health
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(two Eden Staff) and to make direct connections with key Guyanese government bodies
(Environment Depariment, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry Development etc.); research/con-
servation projects (lwokrama) and Biodiversity projects (Botanic Gardens, Environmental
Protection Agency, etc); and the British High Commission.

Included in the Eden Project’s budget is a 4,000 grant to assist a Guyanese student
from the University of Guyana to undertake a one-year r. ~earch project in London on a non-
timber forest products which commenced on 1st September.

Following a meeting with an official of the Eden Project the High Commission was
influential in expediting a visit to Guyana, which was reported to be successful and fruitful.
This project, which is in partnership with the European Union, aims to exhibit the interaction of
human with nature. The Mission was able to facilitate the project with contact points in Guyana.
The request from Gynheleek Productions for permission to film the project’s activities, was
communicated to the Ministry by the Mission.

The Mission also communicated with the Ministry of Education regarding the project’s
proposal to establish a school linking visit programme for the period 1999/2000 with a British
school and the Kurupukari Village Primary School. The school will benefit from books, statio-
nery and other materials.

The High Commission continues to be conduit through which the Eden project relates
regarding its proposed programme and activities in Guyana. One of the objectives of the
project is to establish Guyana'’s plant world and if possible, to secure some plant material or
products for show casing at Eden.

General
Re-establishment of Honorary Consulate of Ireland in Georgetown
The Mission forwarded to the Ministry a Note from the Embassy of Ireland requesting

assistance regarding the re-establishment of an Honorary Consulate of Ireland in Georgetown
and the appointment as its head, Dr. Deen Sharma, a Guyanese national as Honorary Con-

154






l

Following ratification, a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Organising Secretary and Assistant Organising Secre-
tary were elected.

Message of Sympathy

The Mission sent a letter of sympathy on behalf ¢’ the Government and people of
Guyana to the relatives of the late Michael Caine, former Chairman of Bookers plc who died
on Saturday 20 March.

Memorial Service

The High Cemmissioner attended the Memorial Service for the late Vere C Bird, formar
Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda at the Salvation Army Headquarters, Regent’s Hall
on 19 October.

Administration

During the reporting period the Registry was moved from the fourth floor to the base-
ment and an inventory of the Mission was prepared and forwarded to the Mission.
Mr.Orin Alexander’s Termination of Posting to the UK

Mr. Alexander, Secondary Secretary at the High Commission was recalled to
Georgetown, effective on July31st. The Mission has informed the Ministry of the need for an
urgent replacement.

Staff Meetings

During the reporting period the High Commissioner held a meeting with the staff to
discuss heaith and safety.
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Visit of Mr. Thomas Nestor, Assistant Auditor General of the Auditor
General’s Department, Guyana

Mr Thomas Nestor, Assistant Auditor General conducted an Audit at the High Com-
mission during the menth cf May.

The Assistant Auditor General’s Report was forwarcc~ to the Ministry along with the
Mission’s response to the repont

CONSULAR SECTION

The foliowing revenue was collected for 1998~

MONTH AMOUNT COLLECTED
January 1245.32
February 1990.86
March 1968.64
April 2023.92
May 1523.85
June 1776.87
July 1738.83
August 1880.25
September 1548.63
Cctober 1672.42
Movember 1692.42
December 079.52
Total 20,091.95

MAIN REVENUE EARNERS

New Passports 8,477.00

Renewals 4,823.00

Shipping Documents 1,525.00

Total 14,7895.C0
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However, we have ascertained that a Guyanese citizen, who resides with her hus-
band in Barbados, was arrested on arrival in the UK for the importation of drugs. This infor-
mation was obtained fc wing a request from her husband for assistance in tracing he where-
abouts, since he had no communication from her after she left Barbados for a visit to the UK.

There are a number of Guyanese prisoners serving sentences in France, after having
been convicted of serious crimes in French Guiana (C~venne). The Mission is required to
issue Travel Documents to enable them to return to Guyana after their release from prison,
following verification by the immigration authorities ir Guyana of their Guyanese citizenship
and personal details.

The Netherlands Police have also requested the issue of Travel Documents for pris-
oners claiming to be Guyanese who are illegally in The Netherlands.
Caribbean Nationals refused entry into UK

The UK immigration authorities continue to send this High Commission maonthly fig-
ures for Guyanese, Barbadian, Jamaican and Trinidad & Tobago Nationals refused entry at

the three main airports.

The total figures for 1999 are as follows:-

Barbados 4
Guyana 14
Jamaica 2,526
Trinidad & Tobago 79

Deaths of Guyanese

Mr. Osman Hayes - The Metropolitan Police informed the Mission of Mr. Osman
Hayes, a Guyanese, who was found in a collapsed condition in the street on the night of 16th
October and taken to Brixton Police Station. According to the Paolice, Mr. Haynes appeared
to be under the influence of alcohol and following a series of events was taken to the police
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The above relates directly to the issue of meeting payments on time.

The Auditor General's Office carried out an audit inspection early in the year. The
Mission’s comments and observations on the Auditors’s Report were submitted to Head-
Office. The issue of concern here was primarily centred on administrative matters. Foreign
Service Officers posted to Missions are not trained in these areas but are expected to per-
formed in the capacity of Administrative Officer and are generally unable to function efficiently
and effectively.

It is recommended that staff identified for the performance of administrative duties be
given some “in-house” training before being posted to Missions. This would result in great
improvement in the handling of personnel issues and other related matters that affect staff at
Missions.

The following can be reported on the 1999 accounts:-

- The Sub-account's and Collectors Cash-books was written-up and balanced to
the end of December 1999.

- The Votes Ledger was written up and balanced to the end of December 1999.

- Revenue collected for the period January - November, 1992 was remitted to the
Accountant General's Department. Revenue collected for December is being sent
by Draft via the next diplomatic bag due to be despatched on Friday 21 January.

- Alibank accounts were reconciled to the end of December 1999.

Mention must be made of the issue of outstanding advances authorised by Head
Office. Refunds have not been forthcoming on a timely basis and in some instances are too
long overdue. This has put stress on the Mission’s finances. It would be greatly appreciated
if these outstanding amounts are refunded early in the new year.

The Accounts Section continued to assist with the financial management of the Michelie
Smith Appeal Fund which was set-up to raise funds to pay for cancer treatment in the UK.

To summarise the performance of the Accounts Section in 1999, it would only be fair
to say that it did well in accomplishing it objectives.
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OVERVIEW

Individual reports have already been submitted to the Ministry, highlighting the out-
comes of meetings held during the course of the year and the substantive issues on the
agenda of the Group of . .. This year, the Group piay=d an important role in negotiations
relating to the following:

- Preparations for the Conference on Financing for Development.

- The Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

- Economic and Social Council including its Substantive session in July.

- Review of the International Conference on Population and Development.
- Environment and Human Settlements.

- Review of the World Summit for Social Development.

- Review of the World Conference for the Advancement of Women.

- South Summit

- Millennium Assembly.

On January 12", Guyana formally assumed the Chairmanship of the Group when the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Clement Rohee attended the handover ceremony and
made a presentation, outlining the work programme for this year and Guyana’s plans for
implementing it.

During the course of the year, there was further ministerial representation by Guyana
at the one-day dialogue between ECOSOC and BWIs on April 29" (Minister of Finance), the
Ministerial segment of =20SOC in July as well as the Review of the Intemational Conference
on Population and Development at the end of June (Minister for Human Services and Social
Security). Advisers of H.E. the President of Guyana on Environment as well as Public Policy
and Planning also formed part of Guyana's delegation at the CSD-7 Session and the Ses-
sions of the Executive Board of UNICEF respectively.

In September, H.E. the President of Guyana delivered statements to the Plenary of the
General Assembly as well as the Special Session of the General Assembly to review and
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ties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (Cartagena), the Third Session of the Ad Hoc
Open-Ended Inter-governmental Session on Forests (Geneva), and the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (Bonn).

Growing recognition of the need to complement efforts for economic development
with initiatives for social development has led to increased emphasis being placed on prepa-
rations for the review Conferences in 2000 of the Worlc Summit for Social Development and
the International Conference for the Advancement of Women. This year, in addition to the
Regular Sessions of the Commission for Social Development as well as the Commission on
the Status of Women, there were additional meetings and intersessionals held by the prepa-
ratory committees to ensure that the outcome documents of the Special Sessions could be
agreed upon in good time.

With respect to administration, finance and administrative issues, the US indebted-
ness remains a serious problem for the United Nations Organization, since resources now
available are inadequate to the requirements of its mandates. Many of these relate to Peace
Keeping Operations which, because of ad hoc financing, are continuously in danger of col-
lapse. A major area of interest for the Group of 77 has been the Development Account estab-
lished on the presumption that savings on administrative costs could be applied to develoj
ment purposes.

A primary task for Guyana’s chairmanship were preparations for the South Summit.
Indeed Guyana’s responsibilities will extend beyond the expiration of it's office in January,
since as Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, Guyana will be in charge of the process
until the Summit is held in Havana, Cuba from Aprit 10-14, 2000. Thus far, two substantive
sessions have been organized to deal with both organizational issues and the substantive
agenda. In December, a High-Level Meeting in Georgetown also produced discussion pa-
pers for consideration by participants of the Summit,

In terms of the Millennium Assembly and Summit, Guyana has worked closely with the
Non-Aligned Movement to formulate common positions within the overall Working Group led
by the President of the General Assembly. Although general agreement has now been reached
on the overarching theme. “The United Nations in the Twenty-first Century,” some aspects
such as the format remain to be settled.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

First, it should be said that no report, however comprehensive, can adequately con-
vey the overwhelming demands placed on Guyana by the Chairmanship of the Gror . Unlike
most other years, 1999 can be deemed especially ar. "dus and difficult because of the re-
views of some of the major United Nations Summit Conferences held this year and the under-
taking of new processes such as the Financing for Development, the ECOSOC Sessions,
the preparations for the South Summit and the Millennium Assembly- and the host of other
routine and incidental responsibilities that is the stock of UN business.

It was certainly no easy task as Chairman of the Group of 77, to continuously forge
common positions from the often discordant views of the 135 Member countries of the Group,
on a very wide agenda of issues. Invariably, the Chair was caught between the hard-line
stance of the more powerful members of the Group and the interests of weaker ones who are
often not even there to speak for themselves. Nonetheless, it is truly astonishing that in the
end, a fair degree of consensus does emerge, mainly on fundamental principles and broad
areas of interest. Of course, our labours were doubled when after squeezing this limited
consensus, we were then obliged to go into negotiations with our developed partners who
were not only more cohesive but, invariably, technically better prepared.

Despite these constraints, however, it is fair to say that our delegation has acquitted
itself with success. This is not merely a personal assessment but one that was shared by
impartial observers. Some of these were patently surprised that despite our small number,
we are still able to satisfy our many obligations. Of course, little do they know at what human
cost-the reality was that if any one of the officers had fallen ill, the whole machinery may have
come to a halt. The possilility was not far-fetched, since on many occasions some officers
toil until 2-4 in the mormings. During the General Assembly, the fifth committee representative
negotiated for 72 hours. Such sacrifice should be suitably rewarded and some past Chair-
men have been known to offer their staff some form of compensation.

Our performance has also been greatly assisted by UNDP/TCDC's financial support,
allowing us to have the services of two consultants — Professors Benn and Thomas, and to
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
Mission

The highlights of the Mission's activities for 1999 included the arrival in July and ac-
creditation in September of the new High Commissioner, HE Rajnarine Singh; the visit to
Ottawa in late September of Mrs. Yvonne Hinds, wife of Prime Minister Samuel Hinds, and
changes in February in the representational staff of the Mission.

Changes to the representational staff occurred in February with the arrival of Mrs.
Paulette Cornette, Senior Foreign Service Officer 1 as replacement for Mrs. Jennifer Tiwari,
Sénior Foreign Service Officer 1, Acting High Commissioner, who departed for Caracas
laterthatr inth. Upon the departure of Mrs. Tiwari the duties of Acting High Commissioner
were performed by Mrs. Comette until the arrival in July of the new High Commissioner.,

Despite these changes and the absence of a High Commissioner for the earlier half
of the year, the High Commission did however, successfully discharge its responsibilities for
the year under review. The arrival of the new High Commissioner contributed significantly in
this regard.

Once the High Commissioner assumed duty on July 20, the ensuing months of August
and September were spent meeting Canadian Government officials from key departments
such as the Departments of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), and the Ministry of Transport. Meetings were also held with the
Secretary of State for Latin America and the Caribbean and the Speaker of the House of
Parliament. The opportunity was taken on all these occasions to provide an update on the
political and economic situation in Guyana, as well as on Guyana’s investment climate.

The discussions with CIDA focused on existing CIDA programmes in Guyana particu-
larly those that were nearing completion. Among other things the agency was urged to con-
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Trade and Investment

As a follow-up to the September Meeting held between High Commissioner Singh
and a group of businessmen while the High Commissioner was in Quebec City for his ac-
creditation, the Group headed by Mr. Clarence Marshall, visited the High Commission in
early October to discuss in detail further prospects for investing in Guyana. Discussions
focused inter alia on housing, mining, forestry and incir ~rator building.

As part of our efforts to promote matters relating to Trade and Tourism in Guyana, the
High Commissioner throughout the year maintained close contact with the Trade Facilitation
Office of Canada (TFOC) through meetings and exchange of information with its representa-
tives. During this period the High Commission began working to have businesses in Guyana
profiled in the Infodata of TFOC which is accessible to businesses throughout Canada.

From January - April the High Commission also worked with the New Guyana Market-
ing Corporation (NGMC) to facilitate the student Consultants who were conducting research
on a marketing strategy for Guyana'’s pineapples in Canada. The project was sponsored by
TFOC in collaboration with the University of Ottawa. The final report on this project was
presented to the High Commission and the sponsor of the research by the three researchers
at a special session convened in April at the University of Ottawa. Copies of this report were
forwarded to the New Guyana Marketing Corporation and the Ministry.

In March, the High Commission participated in a seminar or. .ade and Tourism which
was convened in Ottawa by the Trade Facilitation Office of Canada and in May, the Head of
Mission attended the Fifth Annual Conference of Montreal which focussed on trade issues
within the hemisphere. Information and material obtained at the Conference and the seminar
were forwarded to the Ministry for use as appropriate, and for dissemination to the relevant
Ministries/Agencies.

In other areas, information material received from the Ministry and Export Promotion

Council on GuyExpo ‘99 were distributed to individuals and organisations across Canada.
Notification regarding the postponement of GuyExpo ‘99 was also treated in like manner.
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rum arranged by the Department of Foreign Affairs for diplomats accredited to Canada which
was held in New Foundland and attended by approximately 90% of the Heads of Missions.
The programme which lasted from 4-8 November included seminars and workshops ses-
sions, which were addressed by senior Canadian officials. During the course of the seminar
the High Commissic - 2r also held discussions on Guyana’s Investment climate with a number
of private sector businessmen who were also in attendance.

CARICOM

In k~2ping with the spirit of regional integration, CARICOM Missions represented in
Ottawa maintained close collaboration at various levels throughout the year. Regular meet-
ings were held at the level of High Commissioners at which issues of regional importance
such as the FTAA, the Summit of the Americas, bananas, immigration and deportation, and
protocol matters were discussed. When necessary joint representation was made by the
High Commissioners to the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada.
One such representation in March focussed on Canada/Cuba relations.

The final meeting of the Group for 18989 was hosted by this High Commission. At that
meeting it was decided that Heads of Missions of Haiti, Cuba, and Dominican Republic
would be invited to future meetings of the Group.

Administrative Matters

During January and February, and again in July the necessary arrangements to facili-

tate the movement of Senior Officers to and from the Mission, as well as the arrival of the New

High Commissioner were effected in keeping with the Ministry's requirements.

In keeping with capital expenditure released in March, the necessary repairs were
completed in June on the walkway and the garage door of the residence.

Subsequent to the release of funds the purchase of a new car for the Head of Mission
was effected in December. Earlierin the year, the Mission also purchased and arranged for
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the issuance of new passports. In addition a limited amount of emergency certificates were
issued.

A number of Powers of Attorney, applications for Birth, Marriage, Death and Life Cer-
tificates, and Police Certificates of Character were also processed. On alesser scale, other
activities included the issuance of visas and certificates of legislation.

Revenue earned from our various consular activities in 1999 totalled $C7,306. The
full sum has been remitted to Georgetown.

Throughout the year every opportunity was taken in our interaction with the Guyanese
community to exchange views on Guyana as well as on other matters of concern to the com-
munity. The Mission provided on an ongoing basis information and other material on Guyana
to students, other individuals and organisations as these were requested. Copies of the New
Global Human Order were included in all such packages.

As was necessary for the effective execution of our duties, regular contact was main-

tained with our Consulate in Toronto. in December, High Commissioner Singh paid his first
Official visit to the Consulate.
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Suriname maintained a good relationship with its neighbours, especially Guyana, but
the main vehicle for strengthening bilateral ties, the Guyana/Suriname Cooperation Council,
failed to meet. However, senior officials met at several conferences which served to deepen
and expand economic, social, cultural, scientific and commercial relations.

POLITICAL P=VIEW

The advent of the year, the last in the millennium, had witnessed unrest among some
sections of the labour movement, especially the civil servants who called a truce over the
Christmas Holidays and the month of Ramadan. They resumed their protest actions early in
January and took to the streets in noisy demonstrations. After several rounds of negotiations,
the teachers accepted a package that included 20% increase in salary and a monthly allow-
ance of thirty thousand guilders for each worker.

The agreement was short-lived and by May, the Structured Cooperation unleased a
series of daily protests through the streets of Paramaribo and Nickerie. Unprecedentedly,
large crowds which crossed ethnic lines and estimated at approximately eighty thousand,
marched through the capital and converged on government buildings, especially the Office of
the President. The protestors also targeted a number of business entities, among which
were the premises of Dilip Sardjoe, a leading member of the Basic Party for Renewal and
Democracy (BVD).

On June 1, in the absence of President Wijdenbosch, the National Assembly voted on
an opposition motion of no-confidence with 27 votes in favour, 14 against requested the
President’s resignation but was rejected with 28 votes against and 21 in favour. However,
the Opposition motion was ineffective as it failed to win support by a two-thirds majority.

It became apparent that the president was not taking instructions, and in an unex-
pected move President Wijdenbosch dismissed Bouterse as State Advisor, thus paving the
way for the Dutch Government to pursue their request for Bouterse’s extradition and trial on

drug-related offences.

Bouterse kept up his scathing attacks against the Govemment and used diverse means

178






The Assembly also expressed concems about the intensification of criminal activities
had intensified throughout Suriname. To that end, the police special squad was thrown into
operation and was subsequently able to stem the tide. Additionally, there was a noticeable
increase in the number of drug interdictions at the John Adolf Pengel International Airport
where it was discovered that on nearly every flight bound for Helland drugs were intercepted.
The most widely-used method was swallowing cocaine balls. However, a significant bust
occurred at Schipol Airport in the Netherlands where 2 shipment of 700 kg of Cocaine was
intercepted and a number of persons arrested.

In its quest to improve surveillance in its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), Suriname
acquired eight new patrol and two aircraft. They were eventually deployed to Albina, Nickerie,
the Coppename River, for ocean-going patrois, whilst some remained in Paramaribo.

ECONOMIC REVIEW

The Wijbenbosch Administration considered a number of new initiatives which in-
cluded the introduction of a Sales Tax, an Emergency Plan to curb spiralling inflation and the
synchronization of the official and black market exchange rates. Additionally, in September,
the Government implemented a new system that eradicated trade barriers.

Since 1996, the Surinamese Guilder, previously overvalued, continued its consistent
decline and, at one period, was trading at SF2,000 - US$1. That had a serious effect on the
purchasing power of the ordinary Surinamese and raised tariffs on water, electricity and trans-
portation, resulting in debilitating effects on all sectors in the society.

Government subtly bowed to the pressure exerted by the Intemational Monetary Fund
and other Multilateral Financial Institutions and raised the official rate so as to minimise the
gap with the parallel market but with little success. The General Bureau of Statistics pro-
jected an Annual Inflation rate of approximately 50% but figures released by the Central Bank
indicated that by year-end, the inflation rate was 104%.

In the production sector the bauxite industry maintained its position as the country’s
main foreign currency earner despite a number of set-backs. The two companies, Suralco
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Japan, South Ko 1and the United States of America.

The performance of the forestry sector, which was carefully monitored by the environ-
mentalists, did not register significant earning. However, the Government of Suriname took a
bold step in making available 1.6 million hectares of pristine forests for the establishment of
the Central Suriname Nature Reserve in conjunction with the Global Environment Facility and
Conservation International.

Guyana/Suriname

Guyana and Suriname maintained a warm, cordial and good neighbourly relationship
during 1999, despite the presence of a number of disruptive incidents that were effectively
dealt with through normal diplomatic channels. No state visits were undertaken but bilateral
meetings were conducted at several regional, hemispheric and international conferences.

The Guyana/Suriname Cooperation Council, the primary vehicle for steering the course
of bilateral relations, failed to function as expected. However, in February, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr Errol Snijders, paid a two-day visit to Guyana to discuss pertinent issues
with Minister Rohee and to set plans for the convening of the next meeting in Paramaribo.
Following the visit, information on the composition of the Working Groups and Agenda items
were exchanged but, despite strenuous efforts by Guyana, the Surinamese authorities could
not decide on convenient dates for the meeting.

The Border Issue was generally dormant until October when the Surinamese Govern-
ment expressed its concerns about a statement allegedly made by Guyana at a one-day
seminar on borders. The Government urgently summoned Ambassador Arjun who was in-
formed that President Wijbenbosch was requesting a meeting with President Jagdeo during
the 7th Special Meeting of Heads of Government of CARICOM in Trinidad and Tobago, to
discuss the matter and other important issues of mutual interest.

The Corentyne River also came into sharp focus in October when the Surinamese

military authorities arrested three (3) “back-track” boats which were not far from the Guyana
side of the river. In the process, several shots were fired and the boast were escorted to
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Guyana. © e Embassy provided answers to those queries and guided the i esrested parties
to the relevant agencies and departments for follow-up action.

A series of fruitful exchanges were undertaken at several levels outside of the official
ambit. A delegation from the Guyana Medical Association comprised of Doctors Hughley
Hanoman, Max Hanoman and Dr. Beckles visited Suriname in October for talks with their
counterparts at the Academisch Hospital in Paramari>n. Their deliberations resull 1 in a
cooperation pact that included treatment for Guyanese patients suffering from cancer and
heart ailments and post-graduate training for Guyanese doctors. Shortly afterwards, a del-
egation from Suriname paid a return visit to the Georgetown Hospital and advanced plans for
the training of Surinamese medics in Guyana.

The New Guyana Marketing Corporation and the Beharry Group of Companies par-
ticipated in an Agrarian Fair organised by the Chamber of Commerce in Suriname during
April, 1999. Both booths attracted a large patronage and the business entities networked
with their counterparts and laid the foundation for more Guyanese products to find a niche
market in Suriname.

Several visits were also undertaken at the economic, technical, social, cuftural and
sporting levels. A group of students from President’s College visited Suriname early in the
year and, at Easter were followed by a large group from St. Rose’s High School who were
preparing for the Caribbean Examination Council Examination. They used the opportunity to
research aspects of life in Suriname, especially the Bush Negroes, a requirement for the
CXC Examinations. Additionally, members from the Ancient Order of Forrestors (AOF) at-
tended the 75th Anniversary of the local Chapter. Notwithstanding, the crowning glory of the
sporting arena was the defeat of Suriname’s under 23 football team, not only in Guyana but
also on their match in Suriname, in August.

Consular Functions
The Embassy maintained its consular and notarial services to the best of its ability

during the reviewing period. It was estimated that approximately forty-five thousand Guyanese
nationals resided in Suriname during 1999. Some worked in the rice and banana districts of
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Visit to Nickerie

Ambassador Arjun paid an official visit to Nickerie, accompanied by Mr. Lester Boume,
the Executive Officer (Consular) and translator. He also met with businessmen, farmers and
officials of the government, including the Commissaris, the Heads of Customs, Police, Immi-
gration and the Military and discussed matters of interest to our nationals. He also took the
oppportunity to identify a suitable person to perform the -“uties of Honorary Consul in Nicker
but with no success.

Staffing

e Embassy was maned by the Ambassador with two First secretaries, Head of
Chancery and Consular, respectively, supported by home-based and locally recruited staff.
This complement of staff showed had responsibility for a wide spectrum of activities in the
realm of political, social, cultural, economic, commercial, administrative and consular affairs
controlled by the Ambassador.

Notwithstanding, the functioning of the Embassy was seriously affected by a high turn-
over of locally recruited semi-skilled and unskilled staff. Their resignations were mainly
prompted by personal considerations as they sought more lucrative areas of employment.
However, those who remained were seriously affected by the rising cost of living in Suriname
and active consideration should be given to increased emoluments within the limits of our
financiat resources.

EMBASSY ACTIVITIES
Commemoration Ceremony

On the occasion of the second anniversary of the death of the late Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
the Embassy arranged a special service on March 22, 1999, on the lawns of the Chancery.

The evening’s proceedings were addressed by Ambassador Arjun who shared the lead-
table with Pastor Cedric Singh, a long standing follower of the late president. The large
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Ladies Bazaar
The Embassy participated in the Annual Diplomatic Ladies Bazaar on November 29,

Apart from providing an opportunity for show-casing Guyanese products, the Embassy con-
tributed 150,000 Guilders to the charitable effort.

CONSULAR AND NOTARIAL FUNCTIONS

Issuance of Passports, Visas, Police Clearances, Marriage and Birth Certificate etc.
(January 1- December 31, 1999)

Blank Passports received (Jan-Dec. 1999) 1,035
Applications for new Passports 839
Applications for renewal of Passports 890
Requests for Emergency Certificates 139
Passport endorsements 176
Applications for Birth Certificates 156
Applications for Police Clearances 59
Applications for Marriage Certificates 35
Marriage Declarations 85
Declarations of Oath 6
Affidavits issued 45
Number of Deaths reported 7
Requests for General Assistance 120
Immigration prdblems (detained Guyanese) 40
Airline/Ferry prbblems (stranded Guyanese) 20
Foreigners requesting information on Guyana 85

Miscellaneous: purchasing of newspapers forms,
information on consular matter, domestic problems,
courtesy calls etc. 30
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end of August 1999,

- Ms. Seetram was posted as a PSM Student Affairs Officer but also assisted
the Consulate in the issue of passports.

- The employment of Mr. Arundel Rahubir, Office Assistant, ended on October 18,
1899.

Office Expansion

Office expansion of 250 ft., which was approved in May, was completed on June 5.
The office expansion provided for an additional office and an enlarged storage area.

Consulate’s Website

The Consulate established a website to provide information on trade, investment,
community and general information on Guyana. The site is located at Guyana consulate.
Com and averages about 17 hits per day. The site is regularly updated with current informa-
tion as well as consular information.

Economic Issues
Trade and Investment

Economic diplomacy continued to be the focus of the Consulate’s activities. Alarge
volume of information was circulated to persons interested in Guyana. The Consulate also
devoted much energy to Guy Expo ‘99, which unfortunately was postponed.

A comprehensive survey of existing trade and possible trade in agricultural produce
and fishery from Guyana to Canada was executed in January 1999. The findings and recom-
mendations were submitted to the Ministry of Trade, Tourism and Industry of Guyana. The
issues of concern hampering the sale of agricuitural produce in Toronto from Guyana con-
tinue to be the reliability and cost of transportation, and to a lesser extent, the reliability of
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supply, the quality and the cold storage facilities at the airport.

The Consulate continued to promote investment as a priority. The main areas of inter-
est during the year were agriculture, tourism, lumber, fishery, gold and diamond. Meetings
were conducted regularly with potential investors and gene ’trade and investment opportu-
nities were explained to interested persons. Summar'—2d below are the main investment
related cases for 1999. Many other persons wer asc’eted in importing items from Guyana
on a straightforward t sis.

Proposal for Light and Bed Manufacturing Facility in Guyana.

Mr. Kim Motiram of Ontario requested the Consula s assistanc in the establish-
ment of a Light and Bed Manufacturing Facility in Guyana. He visited Guyana and met with
Go-Invest Officials in March/April 1999. Mr. Motiram was advised by Go-Invest that his pro-
posal is under the active consideration of the Minis "of nance. Mr. Motiram has expressed
strong discontent about a bond of $800,000.00, which he was asked to pay to register his
Company at Customs and Excic  and about the delays encountered with his Project. Mr.
Motiram is at present working along with Go-Invest.

Proposal for Raising Red Tilapia in Guyana

Mr. Abdefa._.1 A. Awad, a Sudanese National, residing in Saudi Arabia, approached
the Consulate for guidance with reference to ¢« 1ting up a red tilapia farm in Guyana. The
Minister of Fisheries, Crops and Livestock, Mr. Satyadeo Sawh had agreed to meet with Mr.
Awad. However, Mr. Awad did not visit Guyana becauset was uncertain whether he could
adequately finance the venture. The Consulate needs to be informed precisely on the mini-
mum amount of money required for investment.

Fortisland Resort

Mr. and Mrs. Haniff, owners of the Fort Island Resort Resort, experienced delays in
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obtaining confirmation of approval from the Ministry of Finance for the final items to be shipped
for their resort. The Ministry of Finance has not responded to date to inquires made by the
Consulate on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Haniff.

Lumber

Mr. Chris Sanapi of Montreal, Canada visited Guyana in November 1999, to discuss
investment in Guyana in the Forestry Sector. The Consulate assisted Mr. Sanapi with re-
spect to this visit. He met with Go-Invest and discussions were held with businessmen con-
cerning the setting up a sawmill in Guyana. Mr. Sanapi is currently working on this project.
Other Promotional Issues
Reception for TAG

The Consulate hosted a reception in honour of tt Tourism Association of  1yana, the
Representatives of the Caribbean Tourism Organisation and local travel agents on April 23.
The event was a success and facilitated the exchange of information and the establishment
of contacts between tour operators and travel agents.
Launching of Guyana Business Association

Efforts are on-going with the representatives of the business Community to faunch a

Guyana Business Association to promote business in Guyana and to provide business in
Guyana and to provide networking opportunities between the Community and Guyana.

f’

Odessa David

The consulate facilitated Odessa David's visit go Trinidad for postoperative care.
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peace dividends from the absence of war would lift humanity from the drudgery of poverty. He
demonstrated a keen perception of macro economic policies and called for democracy, good
governance, debt relief and a war against all kinds of discrimination,

Launching of Book Project

During the second quarter of the year, the Consulate launched a Book Project with the
Alumni Organizations and the Ministry of Educ ion. This project will collect and ship one
forty-foot container of 55,000-65,000 books to schools in Guyana early in the New Year.

Guyana Independence Celebrations in Toronto

The Guyana Independence Committee comprising of the Guyana Consulate and the
Guyanese Community was pleased to once again host the grandest and biggest millennium
celebration of Guyana's 34th independence at the LAmoreaux Community Recreation Cen-
tre, 2000 Manically Avenue, during May 21-24, 1999.

The much hailed Guyanese Independence Festival in Toronto, a pride of the Guyanese
Community succeeded over the past year in uniting Guyanese from all walks of life. More
than 10,000 Guyanese and friends attended the event.

The celebrations commenced with a conference on May 21,1999, which focused on
issues affecting Guyanese in Canada. The conference was followed by a gala Independence
Dance, on May 21, at the L Amoreaux Centre.

On May 22, the festivities began with a flag raising ceremony and continued with a fun
filled day of various activities involving exotic Guyanese Cuisine, Arts and Crafts, a Domino
Competition and a Soccer Match. The highlight of the day was a spectacular cultural show
featuring top musicians, singers and dancer.

On Sunday 23, at the Centre there was an interfaith Service followed by a reception.
The eagerly awaited cricket took place in the afternoon with several top Guyanese players.
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Cooperation with Organisations and Individuals to Assist Guyana

The Consulate continued to assist organisations and individuals desirous of contrib-
uting to Guyana. Such organisations included the Peel Guyanese Organisation, which con-
tinued to ship medical items to Guyana and the Guyana Pioneer Group, which donates regu-
larly to several charitable institutions in Guyana.

The Consulate also assisted several groups, non-profit Organisations and individuals
in clearances of donations, especially medical supplies, for the needy in Guyana.
Matters of concern

The delay by the Ministry of Home Affairs in responding to visa requests forwarded by
the consulate continued to be a cause of concern at the Consulate.
Delays in Response from Trade and Related Agencies in Guyana

The Consulate received numerous complaints about the delay in response from the

trade and investment agencies in Guyana. The Consulate continued to make unsuccessful
efforts to obtain updated promotional information on Guyana.

Deportation

The deportation of Guyanese nationals by Canadian authorities continued to engage
the attention of the Consulate. In 1999, 17 Guyanese convicted of criminal offences in Canada
we deported. The last seven were deported to Guyana on two private aircrafts chartered
by Canadian Immigration without any documentation. The approval by the Ministry of Home
Affairs for the request for deportation of thirty six Guyanese nationals is currently being awaited.
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Passports

The following passports, travel documents and visas were issued for the year. The
third quarter is usually the peak period for the issuing of passports. There was a noticeble
reduction in the issuing of passports in the fourth quarter as compared to previous years.

Month New Passports Ren~wals
January 55 95
February 109 120
March 80 158
April 110 119
May 118 211
Jur~ 110 183
July 117 184
August 88 186
September 77 129
Qctober 68 101
November 62 136
December 61 138
Total 1055 1760
Emergency Travel Certificates 185
Visas issued

India 4
China 3
Venezuela 2
Total 9
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(m) 17th Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), Washington,

D.C.

ORGANISATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Guyana'’s Delegation was actively involved in tt, . -vork of the Organisation during the

past year particularly in the following Organs:

(@)
(b)
(©)

(d)
(e)
)

(9}
(9)

Permanent Council.

The Inter-American Council for integral Development (CiDI).

The Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral
Development (CEPCIDI).

Programme, Budget and Evaluation Committee.

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

Committee on Hemispheric Security.

CICAD.

Sub-Working Group on the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Devel-
opment.

PROJECTS SUBMITTED FOR OAS FUNDING

During the year under review the Mission succeeded in acquiring OAS approval to
extend the deadline for the expenditure of funds which were allocated to the Intermediate
Savannahs Project. Guyana now has until August, 2000 to utilise the remainder of funds
which, according to OAS Regulations, should have been retumed as at December 31, 1998.

The news was not so good for the new projects which were submitted in 1999. Of the
three projects submitted, only one was approved by the evaluating body (CENPES). This
however was put on an alternate list of projects in an order of precedence which is awaiting
the availability of funds.
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efforts of the Honorary Consul in Houston who was instrumental in mobilising a team of busi-
nessmen to participate in the Exposition. Itis anticipated that there would be early communi-
cation of the new date of this activity as well as the provision of adequate copies of promo-
tional material to assist the Embassy in contributing to the success of this Exposition.

The Embassy also participated in the Ambassadorial Breakfast Series which informs
of trade and investment opportunities in the region ard maintained close relations with the
Caribbean and Latin American Action group.

TOURISM

Despite several limitations, the Embassy utilised opportunities available to promote
Guyana as an eco-tourism destination. The concerns of prospective tourists regarding their
personal safety, vis-a-vis domestic disturbances mitigated against greater success.

Throughout the year, the Embassy worked closely with the Privatisation Unit in the
divestment of specific Government entities as well as with entrepreneurs in the USA. One
such effort resulted in the visit to Guyana in July of two (2) Officials of the Department of
Agriculture of the State of Maryland who expressed an interest in sheep farming in the Inter-
mediate Savannahs. Requests were also forwarded to Guyana with respect to investments
in the fisheries and telecommunication sectors.

CONCLUSIONS

The efforts of the Embassy in the promotion of trade, tourism and industry can best be
described as modest. While there is scope for improvement there is also the need for the
provision of the necessary infrastructure to facilitate such improvements.

The Mission has tried to keep up with demands for information in particular but there
is still a pressing need for quicker and easier access to Guyana'’s Laws and Reguiations in
this area. In this regard urgent action needs to be taken to establish an up-to-date data base
by the appropriate authorities in Guyana and for the Mission to be able to have access to
such a data base.
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MISSION AUDIT

The Mission’s Accounts were audited during the period August 3-8, 1999 by Mr. Lennie
Razac, Deputy Auditor General (ag.). The Audit Report was favourable and commended the
Mission for, inter alia, its up-to-date record-keeping. Nevertheless, there were some recom-
mendations regarding allocations for Sub-Heads which the Ministry of Foreign Affairs needs
to take into account.

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

The Mission's financial responsibilities, vis-a-vis other Missions were carried out with
despatch. Bank transfers were done in a timely manner after notification from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The Mission continued in maintaining records of expenditure which would
account for funds received and to submit timely and accurate financial statements to its vari-
ous accounting superiors.
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