
COOPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA 

• 
• 

.. ,:,.#E'lq,4i9 · . �, ., .
:-.·· 't ' 

·�,.
�., 

' J ·, -�� . ""'·. 

SECOND REPORT 

ON THE 

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

ON 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

(Resolution No. 33 of 1999) 

January 31, 2000 



SECOND REPORT 

ON 

THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

1. This is the second monthly report to the National Assembly on the status of work of the
Oversight Committee on Constitutional Reform, pursuant to the instructions and
requirements of Resolution No. 33, passed by the Assembly on December 6, 1999. The first
report had been presented by the Hon. Reepu Daman Persaud OR, JP, MP, Minister of
Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs on December 20, 1999. That Report informed the
Assembly of the names of the persons who would constitute the Oversight Committee and
of the Tern1s of Reference of that Committee.

2. The members of the Oversight Committee (OSC) were all appointed formally by letters
dated December 31, 1999 with effect from January l, 2000.

3. The inaugural meeting of the OSC took place on January 14, 2000 in the Parliament
Chamber, Public Buildings. Appendix A to this report comprises the Minutes and related
documentation of that inaugural meeting. In summary, the meeting discussed and
detern1incd the main administrative and proeedural arrangements for the work of the OSC.
These comprised, mainly:
(a) The appointment of the Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo as the Chairman to preside over

the meetings of the OSC;
(b) The appointment of the Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo as Head - Project

implementation;
(c) The appointment of Mr. W. Haslyn Parris as Coordinator, Planning and Monitoring;
(d) Clarification of the Terms of Reference of the OSC;
( e) Presentation of: 

(i) the Job Descriptions of the Head - Project Implementation, and the
Coordinator, Planning and Monitoring;

(ii) The Organisation Chart of the activity of the OSC;
(iii) The Allocation of Categories ofrecommendations by the Select Committee

to Task Forces;
(iv) The Assignment of oversight responsibilities for individual Task Forces to

specific members of the Oversight Committee;
(v) Guidelines, comprising Terms of Reference and General Methodology, for

the work of Task Forces; and
(vi) The Role of the Legal Advisory Group.

(f) initial consideration of the modalities of keeping the public informed of the OSC's
work and of the method of dealing with the media.

All the items listed above were finalised, with the exception of items (e) (v ) and (f) which 
were deferred for finalisation at the next OSC meeting. 
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4. The second OSC meeting took place on January 26, 2000 in the Parliament Chamber.
Appendix B to this report comprises the Minutes and related documentation of that second
meeting. 

5. At that second meeting
1. the Guidelines for Task Forces were approved (refer to item 3(e)(v) above);
2. the Tenns of Reference for the Legal Advisory G,roup was adopted; and the Time

Bound Plan for the OSC's work was approved, including the timetables for the work 
of the non-drafting Task Forces; and 

3. the members of the non-drafting Task Forces were detennined in accord with the
results of consultations that Hon. Reepu Daman Persaud had conducted with 
individual members of the OSC; and it was agreed that fm1her additions of personnel 
to strengthen any task force could be made through consultation of the responsible 
supervising OSC member with the Chairman. 

6. With respect to matters dealing with the media, and with keeping the general public
infonned, the decision was made that: the press would be free to attend all plenary sessions 
of the OSC, but not the meetings of individual task forces; the OSC would make such press 
releases as it judged necessary; and that the press would be allowed access to the confirmed 
minutes of OSC meetings. It was observed that the OSC's monthly reports to the Assembly 
would be in the public domain once they had been laid. These arrangements were adjudged 
sufficient to facilitate transparency in the work of the OSC. 

7. This report of the OSC's work during January, 2000, together with its Appendices A and B,
bas been adopted and approved for transmittal to the National Assembly by the third plenary 
meeting of the OSC, which took place on Monday January 31, 2000. The time-bound plan 
for the drafting of Constitutional Revisions is being submitted separately to the Assembly
for its approval in keeping with the requirement of Resolution No. 33. 

Jr;, . . \ 
Signed:.��-��� 

Hon. Moses V. �rnootoo 
Chainnan, OSC on Constitutional Reform 
& Head - Pro'ect Implementation 

. arr1s 
Co-ordinator, Planning & Monitoring 
OSC on Constitutional Reform 
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OVERSIGHT COM�HTTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING 
OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE P ARLIA ME NT CHAMBER, 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEORGETO\VN, 

ON FIUDAY, I4'h JANUARY, 2000 
at 3.15 P.M. 

ATTENDANCE 

The Hon. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., J.P., h1.P., 
Minister of Agriculture & Parliamentary Affairs. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITIE.E11) 

CHAIRMAN_(!) - People's Progressivtl'J&r.tyLChlc 

The Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., 
Minister of Information - Head, Project Implementation. 

Other Members -

Dr. Roger F. Luncheon, 
Head of the Presidential Secretariat. 

Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 

F1J111L1he People's Na1ional CQJJgr�sJ..2)_ 

Mr. W. Haslyn Parris, C.C.H., 
Coordinator, Planning and lvfonitoring. 

Mr. Vincent Alexander 

From The United FocceJll 

Mr. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 

Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P. 



Ofjk.en_(3) 

Mr. Maurice B. Henry, 
Executive Secretary. 

Mr. Oscar E. Moore, 
Administrative Assistant 

Ms Debra H. Cadogan 
Administrative Assistant 

ITEM 1 CALL TO ORDER 

2 

1.1 At 3.10 p.m. the Hon. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., J.P., M.P., Minister of 
Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs, called the inaugural meeting of the Oversight 
Committee to order. 

1.2 He extended a wann welcome to Members of the Committee, other officials and 
members of the Press. 

1.3 Tribute to the late - Hon. Michael Shree Chan, former Minister of Trade, 
Tourism and Industry and a Member of Parliament 

l.3.1 Tributes were paid to the late Hon. Michael Shree Chan, former Minister of Trade,
Tourism and Industry who died on 1th January, 2000 by the Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture & Parliamentary Affairs, Mr. Parris, Mr. Nadir and Dr. Roopnarainc. 

l.3.2 As a mark of respect, Members stood in silence for one minute.

1.4 Introductory Remarks by the Hon. Minister of Agriculture & Parliamentary 
Affairs 

1.4.1 The Hon. Minister of Agriculture & Parliamentary Affairs in his introductory 
remarks traced the various phases of the Constitutional Reform process from the 
appointment of the Special Select Committee on Constitutional Review on 1 st

December, 1994 to the establishment of the Oversight Committee on Constitutional 
Refonn. For the purpose of the Record, he read the following Resolution which 
provided for the establishment of the Oversight Committee: 

WHEREAS the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana, on 
9•h August, 1999, approved of the establishment of a Special Select 
Committee to consider the Report of the Constitutional Reform Commission; 
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AND WHEREAS the Special Select Committee presented its Report 
to the National Assembly on 11 'h November, 1999: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana -

• Express its thanks to the Special Select Committee for its
Report, and

• Adopt the Report of the Committee; ·

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

• That the Government, in consultation with the Political
Parties represented in the National Assembly, and with civil
society as necessary, establish forthwith an Oversight
Committee with appropriate Tenns of Reference and
Authority, that is charged with the responsibilities of:

Preparing for the approval of the Assembly, a time­
bound plan for the drafting of Constitutional 
Revisions; 

Overseeing and guiding the implementation of the 
Recommendations of the Report of the Special Select 
Committee; and 

Submitting written monthly progress reports to the 
Assembly, the first such report being made not later 
than 3 I 51 December, 1999; 

• That the Oversight Committee be required to give priority
to the establishment and functioning of separate Task Forces
mandated to pursue, in accordance with the target dates of the
Herdmanston Accord, the implementation of the
recommendations pertaining to:

Reform of the Electoral System; and 

Establishment of the Ethnic Relations Commission. 

(Passed by the National Assembly on 6'h December, 1999). 
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1.4.2 He expressed confidence that the experience and ability of Members, would ensure 
that the Committee would be able to achieve its objectives. 

1.5 Administrative Arrangements for the OSC · 

1.5 .1 The Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs informed Members that 
while he was not a Member of the Oversight Committee, he was charged with the 
responsibility to provide guidance to it. He was also required to receive its monthly 
reports for onward transmission to the National Assembly. 

l .5.2 He announced that the following administrative arrangements were put in place to 
enable the Committee to function effectively within the ambit of its Terms of 
Reference:-

1. Chairman

The Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo would be the Member to preside
over the meetings of the Oversight Committee.

2. Head - Project Implementation

Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo had been appointed as Head - Project
Implementation.

3. Coordinator - Planning and Monitoring

Mr. W. Haslyn Parris had been appointed as Coordinator, Planning
and Monitoring.

4. Secretariat of the OSC

The Secretariat of the OSC would be the well established one which
had served previous Parliamentary Select Committees and would be
supervised by Mr. Maurice B. Henry with whom they were all
familiar.

1.5.3 He, thereafter, installed the Hon. Nagamootoo as Chairman, invited Mr. Parris to sit 
at the Head Table and congratulated them. 

1.5 .4 Mr. Nadir expressed his concern over the fact that the Oversight Committee was not 
involved in the decision making process in respect of the administrative 
arrangements outlined by the Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs. 
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1.5.5 The Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs in response stated that 
the arrangements were made in keeping with the responsibility imposed on the 
Government by the Resolution of the National Assembly. 

1.6 Assumption of Chairmanship by the Hon. Nagamootoo 

1.6.1 At 3.30 p.m. the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs handed over 
the chairmanship of the meeting to the Hon. Nagamootoo. 

1.6.2 On assuming the chairmanship of the meeting, the Hon. Nagamootoo expressed his 
gratitude to the Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs for bringing the 
process up to that stage. He welcomed Members and said that he looked forward to 
their full co-operation and support in the final phase of the Constitutional Reform 
process. He added that he considered it a privilege to be working again with Mr. 
Parris. 

ITEM 2 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

2.1 Members adopted the Agenda. 

ITEM 3 BUSINESS 

3.1 Organisation of the Work of the Oversight Committee (OSC) 

3.1.1 

3.1.1.l 

3. l. l.2

3.1.2 

3.1.2.1 

3.1.2.2 

(a) 

(b) 

Clarification of Terms of Reference of the OSC 

The Coordinator, Plarming and Monitoring presented Document No. 
1 - Terms of Reference of the OSC - which he explained was 
relevant to this item and had been previously circulated with the 
letters of appointment of Members. 

No questions were raised. 

Arrangements for Coordination of the work of the OSC, 
including specifically the roles of the Coordinator, Planning & 

Monitoring, and the Head - Project Implementation. 

The Coordinator, Planning and Monitoring presented Documents 
No. l and No: 3 - Job Descriptio11s of the Coordillator, Planning 
and Monitoring and Head - Project Implementatio11, respectively, 
and stated that they set out the responsibilities of each of the officials. 

There was no discussion on these documents. 



3.1.3 

3.1.3.1 

3.1.3.2 

3.2 

3.2. l 

3.2.1. I 

3.2. l.2 

3.2. l.3 

3.2.1.4 

3.2. l.5 

(c) 
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Organisation Chart of the activity of the OSC 

The Coordinator, Planning and Monitoring, presented Document No. 
4 - Organisational Chart of the OSC Activity - and explained the 
functions of and the relationship ·among its various components. In 
his explanation he emphasised that the main function of the Task 
Forces Al, A2, B, C and D, assisted by the Legal Advisory Group, 
was to produce drafting briefs for Task Force E whose main 
responsibility was to provide the Oversight Committee with the 
complete set of Constitutional Revisions for debate, amendment and 
approval. 

No discussion took place on this document. 

Task Forces of the OSC 

(i) Allocation of Tasks to Task Forces

The Coordinator presented Document No. 5 - Categories of Task
Forces - and explained that in this document the Task Forces were
categorised as Al, A2, B, C, D and E. A subset of the
Recommendations of the Constitution Refom1 Commission (9.1
through 9.23) was allocated to each Task Force, except to E, as
detailed in the document. Task Force E was concerned with the
revision and drafting of articles of the Constitution.

The membership of each Task Force would be between three and five
persons.

He also indicated that the selection of persons for appointment to the
Task Forces had not been concluded.

On a point of order Mr. Nadir queried whether it was not the function
of the Oversight Committee tQ select and appoint the members of the
Task Forces. The Chairman responded that that task could be done
under the guidance of the Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary
Affairs.

It was, thereafter, decided that the Chaimrnn would consult with the
Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs on the selection
and appointment of members of the Task Forces.



3.2.1.6 

3.3 (ii) 

3.3.l 

3.4 (iii) 

3.4. l 

3.4.2 

3.5 (iv) 

3.5.1 
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It was recognised that there was overlapping of categories. The 
Coordinator requested that wherever these occurred the Task Forces 
involved should bring these to the attention of the Head, Project 
Implementation and the Oversight Committee. A decision would 
then be made as to which Task Force would deal with what 
recommendation. 

Allocation to members of the OSC of Oversight Responsibilities 
for individual Task Forces 

The Coordinator presonted Document No. 6 - Initial Allocation of 
Task Force Rccomme11datio11s to OSC Members. He explained that 
Document No. 6 showed who was the OSC Member responsible for 
individual Task Forces. While each of the Task Force Categories Al, 
A2, C and D was allocated to Mr. Nadir, Mr. Roopnaraine and the 
Hon. Nagamootoo, respectively, Task Force Category B was 
allocated to Dr. Luncheon and Mr. Alexander. Task Force Category 
E would report to the whole OSC which would be coordinated by the 
Head - Project Implementation. 

Terms of Reference of Task Forces & General Methodolo� 

The Coordinator presented Document No. 7 - Guidelines for Task 
Forces. He drew Members' attention to the importance of paragraph 
A. l General Objectives and requested that they study the document
for discussion at the next meeting.

With regard to the setting of timeframes for the Task Forces it was 
agreed that since the timeframes were important inputs for the 
preparation and completion of the time-bound plan for the drafting 
and adoption of the Constitution, the Coordinator should proceed, in 
consultation with the Member/s responsible for a Task Force, to 
prepare the draft timeframes for consideration at the next meeting. 

Role of the Legal Advisory Group 

The Coordinator stated the role of the Legal Advisory Group was to 
assist Task Forc�s A!, A2, B, C and D to draft briefs comprising the 
drafting instructions for Task Force E. He undertook to present the 
Group's Terms of Reference for consideration at the next meeting. 
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS ITEM4 

4.1 Presence of the Press at Meetings of the OSC 

The question of the presence of the Press at meetings of the OSC was raised 
and discussed. It was, however, agreed that further discussions and a 
decision on the matter shot.Jld be defe1Ted to the next meeting. 

4.1.1 Date and Venue of next Meeting 

4.1.2 It was agreed that the date and venue of the next meeting of the OSC would 
be communicated to Members by the Secretariat. 

4.1.3 It was observed that for logistical reasons consideration should be given to 
the possibility of holding meetings of the OSC within the precincts of the 
Public Buildings. 

4.2 Acknowledgements 

4.2.1 The Chainnan acknowledged the presence of Mr. Frank Narain, Clerk of the 
National Assembly, Mr. Oscar Clarke, General Secretary of the People's 
National Congress, Mr. E. Lance Carbeny M.P., also of the People's National 
Congress and Mr. John Heffernan and Mr. Winston Cramer, Director and 
Assistant Director, respectively, of the National Democratic Institute. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 5.15 p.m. the meeting was adjourned sine die. 

���� ......... .
Hon. Moses�.,M.P., 
Minister of Information, 
Chainnan - Oversight Committee. 



TERMS OF REFERENCE 
of 

OVERSIGHT COl\ll\11TTEE 

Documenl # 1 

In general terms, the Oversight Committt:e will be responsible for planning, monitoring, and 
overseeing the implementation of the recommendations for Constitutional changes that have been 
made by the Constitution Reform Commission, reviewed and endorsed by the Special Select 
Committee. and approved and adopted by the National Assembly through the Motion passed in the 
National Assembly on Monday 6 Dt:cember, 1999 

In carrying out the tasks to lwnour this responsibility, the Oversight Committee shall repor1 to the 
Leader of Business in the National Asst:mbly, v,·ith whom it shall liaise closely, from ,vhom it shall 
acct:pt guidance, and through whom it shall �onvey its v,,;ritten repo11s to the National Assembly. 

The specific tasks which the Oversight Committee shall undenake shall include: 

l. 

') 

.) . 

4. 

S. 

Preparing for the approval of the National Assembly, a time-bound plan for the drafting and 
adoption by the Assembly of Constitutional Revisions, which plan shall observe the various 
target dates specifi1:d in the Herdmanston Accord; 

Establishing such Task Forces. together with clear terms uf reference, as it deems necessary 
for the implementation of the plcin approved by the Assembly, and as the Motion passed by 
the National Assembly has mandated, and monituring the work of those Task Forces; 

Identifying experts, together with their terms of reference, as it deems necessary for the 
execution of the tasks assigned to the Task Forces identified in paragraph 2 above. 

Preparing for the use of the Government a project-type document to facilitate the adequate 
financing of tht: time-bound plan mentioned in paragraph I above, suc.:h document being 
constrained to minimise the costs of imrlcmcntation by utilising maxi1rn1lly already existing 
and available resources and institutions under the control of the Government: 

Preparing and submitting writtt:n monthly repo11s to th� Leader of Business in the National 
Assembly, for onward submission to the Assembly, about tht: progress of the Constitution 
Reform Process, the first such report being due not latt:r than 31 December, 1999. 

16 December 1999 



TITLE: 

,JOB DtSCRIPTION 
COORDINATOR - Planning & Monitoring 

Coonlinalor, Planning & Mo11itoring 

Document # 2 

REPORTS TO: Jvlinister or Agriculture & Parliamentary Affairs (as tlh' J,euder of 
< io1·en1111L·111 B11s111e.,.,. 111 rhe NutirJ/lul .·h.,l'mh�l').

REPORTED TO DIRECTLY BY: Financi:il Administrator of the Oversight Committee 

RESPONSIBILl'[I ES: 
The respun�ihilities listed c1nd de:-:cribed h�reunder shall be undertaken in close liaison 
with, and under the guidance of the I.Lader of (iovernment Business in the Nc11ional 
Assembly, c111d in wllalwratinn \Vith the I fead - Project lmple1m:ntation 

( A) Proied Pla1111i11g 

A I Prep;uation, for tlw apµrnval of the National A:,sl.:111bly, L)fa time-bound plan 
fort he drn n i ng and adopt ion by the Assemhly of the C unst it ut in11al Revisions 
This pla11 shc11! ubsene the vc1rious t�uget oaks specitiect in the lkrdmanstnn 
AL'(\ 1rd 

A. 2 Preparation, for the us1.: nf the Govern111e111 and oft he Donor C ornmunity, of 
a prnjcct-t�1 pe ducurn1.:nt lll t'acilitale the adequc1te financing of the timL'-bound 
µla,: llll'nliuncd i11 par.igraph A. I above This dncurnent shall be nrnstructed 
to minimise the C()Sts ut·i111ple111e11t<1liL>t1 by utilising maximally already existing 
and c1 ,·ai la bk rl.'.sou rces and inst itut iu11s under the control u r the Government 

i\ J Preparing the framework. including Terms llfReference, for the establishment 
tif sul· h Task r orcl:'s as are deem�d necessc1 I)' for the implement at inn oft he 
plan approved by the ,.:l,ssl'J11bly. and as thl' l'vlntion p,1ssect by the National 
Ass.:1nbly un ;'vtonday (, DccLmhl'r, I CJ()() has mandakcJ. 

A.4 Preparing the fran1e\vork, including Terms of Ref'c:rcnce, fl.lr the identification 
and engagement of such experts as arc deemed necessary for the execution of 
the task:,; assigned lu the Task Fore cs ident i tied in accord \-v it h paragraph A. 3 
ahuve 

A :'i Liaising with the rcle,·ant Govcrnllll'nt and Du1]l)r Com111unity1 ofrlcials to 
ensure the adequati.:: and timely availability' uf li11ancial and other resottrl·es 
required for the 1.:.\Ll'lltiun uf the prnj1.:ct d�s<.:ribcd in paragraph A 2 a hove. 
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END 

.IOB l>ESCRIPTIO� (L·o11ti11ued) 
COORDll\ATOR - Planning & Monitoring 

Project 1\1011ilori11;.: 

Bl 

13 2 

l'vfonitori11!.!. the wnrk of the Task Forcl!S. and of the Oversi!.!.ht Clrn1mittee, to � . � 

cnsurL' conformity with the tillling and nlher aspects \lf the project plan, 
especially \\'ith rL·spect to early ickntitict1tion, nvoidance. and rnrrection of 
likelv de, iatinns fro111 the planned tinw fra111e f1.)r plan impleme11tati1.)ll 

l\.lonitn ri11g the adequacy and tran�p:m:ncy llC ,ind accountahility for, the 
receipts and dispens,itinn l>t' tina11L·ial resources assuciated \Vith the project. 
by overseeing anJ guiding the wurk of the Financial Administrator o[· the 
Oversight Committee 

Preparing and sublllilting written 1rn111thly reports to the Lt:ader of 
Guvernment Business i 11 t Ile Nat innal Assembly. for onward su hm ission t ll the 
/1..ssi:mbly (and the Dnnnr Community as ncct:ssary), about the progn:ss of the 
Constitution Reform Pruces� 

8 J anuarv 20f)() 
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Documenl # 3 

.JOB DESCRIPTION 
IIF:AD - Project Implement'ation 

TlTLE: IIEAD - ProjrC't lmple111entation 

REPORTS TO: Minister nf Agriculture & Parliamentary Affairs (us fire reuder rf 
( io1•a11111L'III lfos111css 111 1/ic Nu111J11al A.,.,L'111hly) 

REPORTED TO DIRECTLY BY: (al 

(b) 
(c) 

Other i\.krnbers of the Oversight Committee.: 
Leaders uf Task forces 
Adm in isl rati VL� 1-1 cad or the Sccretaria l servicing the 
Oversight Committee. 

RF:SPONSIBILITI ES: 

END 

The responsibilities listed and described hereunder shall be undertaken in cfosc liaison 
with, and under the guidance of the Leader nf Uovemrnent Business in the National 
Assembly, and m C(1llahoratio11 with the CoorJi11:1tor. Planning & f\1onitoring 

Pro jec f I 111p le 111 e 11 fat i o 11 

'l 

3 

4 

Overseeing, in accord with their Terms ufRelercnce and as the Motion passed by the 
Natinnal Assernhly on :'\,fond:iy (, DcL·ernbcr, 1999 has mandated, the functioning of 
the Task Forces deemed neces�ary fur the timely impkmcntation oft he plan apprnvcd 
by the Assembly 

(herscci11g. in aL·cord \\ ith their Terms of Relt.'rcncc. the ident1fication and 
c11gcigerne11t u 1· the ex perts di.:i.:111cd nece:-,sMy fur the exccut i 011 uf the tasks a ssigrn.:d 
to the Task Forces 

Overseeing the cullab,>ratiu11 between Task Forces and the Legal Ad\·isory Group in 

the preparati()n ufthe Dratting R1icC-, in aL·cord with the time schedule required by the 
plan 

F11�uri11g. in cnllahur;1lillll \\tlli ihc f\dministrati\'e He.id r)l'thc Sccret<1riat sen·icing 
thc Oversigln Cu111niit1ec, the adcl111:1cy of the physi,:al a11d other nccessary 
ar1:111gemrn1s !'i_1r tile Cummittl'l:·� wl1rJ.., t111d fnr the opcrati,lll nCthe Task Force� 

� January 20UO 
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Org Chart of OSC Activity 

· .- - Financial · ... - _,.­
. iActmihistiator,:

r I��� 

Document# 4 



I. Category ''A I"

Categories of Task Forces 

9.2 Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the lndivi_dual 

9.3 Indigenous Rights 
9.4 Rights of the Child 
9.5 Gender Rights 
9.14 Right to Education 
9.20 Religion 

2. Category "'A2"
9.1 Preamble To The Constitution 
9. 12 The Constitution as a Document 
9. 13 Land and Environment 
9. 15 The Economy

9.16 The Right and the Duty to Work 

9. 17 Finance 
9.22 The State and the Constitution 
9.23 Constitution Reform for the Future 

J. Category "Ir'

9. 8 Loca I Government 

9.10 Elections Commission 
9.11 Electoral System 

4. Category "C''

9.6 The Presidency 

9. 7 Parliament 

9. 18 National Security 

5. C'atego1y "D"
9. 9 The Judicature 
9.19 Commissions 
9.21 Race Relations 

6. Category "E"

Revision and Drafting of Clausi.:s of the Constitution 

Document# 5 

Fri 1-' Januar�· 2000 



Document# 6 

lnitfr1l Allocation of Task Force Recomme1ufations lo OSC Members 

Task Recommendation ID Numbers Responsible OSC Member/s 
Force 
Cate2ory 

Al 9.2: 9.3; 9.4; 9.5; 9.14: 9.20 Mr. M,mzoor Nadir 

--· 

A2 9.1; 9.12; 9.13; 9.15; 9.16; 9 17: 9.22; 9.23 Dr. Rupe11 Roopnarainc 

B 9.8; 9.10; 9.11 o·r. Roger F. Luncheon &
Mr. Vincent Alexander

C 9.6; 9.7; 9.18 Hou. Moses V. Nagamootoo 

D 9.9; 9.19; 9.21 Or. Leslie S. Ramsammy 

E Drafts & Revisions of Clauses Whole OSC coordinated by Head, Pl 

14 January 2000 



GUIDELiNES for TASK FORCES 

Document# 7 
14 January 2000 

A. RECOMMENDED GENERAL METHODOLOGY for TASK FORCES

A. l General Objectives 

The Terms of Reference of the Task Forces are provided below in Section C. These Terms 
of Reference are to be understood in the context of the work of the Task Forces being 
primarily focussed on the Recommendations that have been made by the Select Committee 
and adopted by the National Assembly on Monday 6 December, I 999. It is not the intention 
that Task Forces·should either derive new recommendations, or amend existing ones. 

Accordingly, whenever Task Forces perceive a need for interpretation of any 

recommendation, they should be strictly guich•d by the Report of the Constitution 

Reform Commission and the Report by the Sell·ct Committee referred to above. Should 
difficulties of interpretation persist despite reference to and study of those two documents, 
these difficulties should be referred to the member of the Oversight Committee overseeing the 
particular Task Force, who, in consultation with his Oversight Committee colleagues, will 
provide unambiguous instructions about how the Task Force should proceed. 

A.2 Basic Reference Documents 

In accord with the directives given in A. I above, the main documents on which Task Forces 
should rely for the conduct of their work arc: 

(i) This document of Guidelines;
(ii) The Terms of Reference c,f the Task Forces as set out in Section C and mentioned in

A. l above;
(iii) The existing Constitution;
(iv) Ti1e Report of the Constitution Reform Cor.rn1ission;
(v) The Report of the Select Com:11ittce which was adopted by the National Assembly on

Monday 6 December, 1999; and
( vi) The Terms of Reference of the Oversight C()mmittee.
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13. 

Oocume111 # 7 
1-' .lanuary 2000 

A 3 Necessary Spl·cilic Tasks to br prrformed h�' all Task Forrr i\kmht-rs 

Generation of the outputs defined in Section C ( /'ams oll<efen•11i.:e r!f" /'ask Forces). in a 
timely manner consistent with the time frame implied by the terms <f Neferem:e of the 
O,•c:rsight ( ·ommillee. requires that all Task Force Members complete the following tasks: 

(i) Scanning of the six(6) documents ddincd in section A.2 above to achieve an intense
familiarity with them, and in particular \,\ilh the specitic recommendations on which
each member's Task Force is heing required to deliberate.

(ii) Preparing. for each Recommendation with which the Task Force has been asked to
deal, a list of the specific clauses in the existing Constitution that need amendment,
including new clauses thnt need to he added, and tither clauses that may be affected
by the amendments

(iii) Identifying, in keeping with the rules for amendment in the existing Constitution, the
mechanism that must be applied to each oft he clauses identified in (ii) ahove to effect
change, i e. referendum. two-thirds majurity, or simple majority in the Natinnal
Assembly

(iv) Determining whether the work ol'thc Task Force requires the engagement of specific
experts. and in the event that it docs. participating in cralting appropriate terms of
reference tor sud1 e,perts to facilitate their timely engagement

(v) Collaborating c1111nng themsclvt:s and with the Oversight Committee in setting a
timetable to be follnwcd in the execution of each Task ForL·e's work. This timetable
will be a pivotal input to the generation nf a time-bound plan for the dratting and
adoption by the Natinnal Assembly nf the Constitution revisions

RECO'.\l MENDED SPECIFIC M ETIIODOLOGI ES for TASK FORCES 

Since each Task Force will be dealing \\ ith different Recommendations, then in addition to 
the tasks and approaches detnilcd in section ,\ above, there will be the need for each 
Recommendcltinn to bt: associated with its nwn specific set of tasks for the accomplishment 
of each Task Force· s out put. The membcr/s of the Oversight Committee overseeing a Task 
Force's work shall be respunsiblc fur \•;nrking with th� Task Force to prepare, as quickly as 
possible, the List of Specitic Tash.s associated with each Reco111111�ndation 

It is to be understu od that the applicatiun uf this metl10dology (bLHh general and specific) is to he 
monitored by the Oversight Committee. 
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Donamrnt # 7 
I� .I a II uary 2000 

C. TERI\IS OF REFERE1'CE of T.-\S" FORCES

C. I (;rnrral Rrsponsihililil's of Task Fun:l's .. A I ''.._::..\1'.:_..__:B", ''( '", �� "I>". 

For each ofth� Task Forces "A 1 ··. "i\2". "B". ··c·. and "!Y'. the essential task is to prodm.·l' drafting 
hrirf s fort he suhscr n r reet 1mmendat io11s ! lJ I t hruugh () 23 l spcci ticallv assigm:d tu the Task Fnrce 
These dratling bricfs shall L'()lllprise tile dratting i11slrul·tinns on l he basis of v. hich Task Forl'L' "E., 
will conduct its work. 

C 1.1 !\lain Componrnts of l>rafti11g Briefs 

(i) l.111ambigul1us idl'.ntilicatiu11 Llf the Clauses Llr SL·rtinns ()f the existing Constitution
that rcquirl' draliin� or revi.'-i1111

(ii) For each Clause or SL'.L'tion identified for arnendmenL a ckar but brief statement of
thL· intention/ objL'L'll\e of thc change/s to bl' efr1..·L·ted

(iii) \Vhcrt'\'L'r apprnpriak and p\ls,ihlt-, suggt·:-.tl'd wording oftlw revision Ill hc made

( i,) Prcli111i11;1ry idl'ntilic.1tio11 ut' the list uf rl'lati..:d clauses m :-.c(tit111s that 111ight he
a ffL'L't L'd by t hl' t1e\\ addi ti< in-,_ lkkt ions, pr other ,:hang.es hL·ing prnp\lsnl: and that
may thL·reliirL' tlll'mselVL'S requirc- all1L'lldl11L'111

Sperilic Responsihilitil'S of T<1sk Forn.•s ":-\I", "A2", "8", "( .... "l>". 

') 

Tu pm, ide Task Foret' .. F ... ha,·i11g cullaborated \-\ith the Legal :\dvisory Group. with 
Drafting Rriefs for l'ad1 ,lfthe arl·:ts uf arne11d11wnt in the Task Force's Catc�l,ries of 
Constitution RL·li1r111 Rccon1111e11datiu11s 

Tn liaisc cl()St:h' \\itlt Task F,,rCL' .. r·· li.,r tliL· purpu�e of supplying such dariticati()ns 
or l)t her inst ruL·t i\\11s as Task F urL'L' ·· F" lllight rL·qu ire !11 produce t lw necl'ssa rv 
rt'\:isions ,ii' clausl'S ,1r SL'l.'li1111-. 

J. ·rll undertake the tasks identitied in paragr,tphs I & 2 abuve under th� guidance o(
and in close k1iSlll1 with. the Oversi!..!.hl Committee takin!..!. int\\ ronsic1cratinn the time

� 
' 

� 

fr,1111e tu be obsL'r\'ed for the drdtling. proress
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Document# 7 
14 J,11urnry 2000 

Specific Responsibilities of Task Fon.·e "E". 

J. 

4. 

5. 

To liaise clusely with Task Forces "'Al". ·'A2". ··H", ·'C', and "D'' to ensure the 

clarity and accuracy ot' drat-i.ing instructions 

To apprise continually the Task Forces "A 1 ··, "A2", ··8'', "('", and "fY', and through 

them the Oversiglil Commitret', of the progress uf the drafting process. with a view 
to observing the ptanned time fr:1111e requirements 

Tl) inform the Task Forces":\ 1 ··. --A�". "B", ··c·. and ··u··. and through them the 

Oversight Com111ittt:c, of the Parliamentary Procedures required and proposed for 
giving effect Ill the C'onsri1u1ional Revisions that have bel'n dratted, bearing in mind 
the time frame requirt'mcnts ul'the Herdrnanston Accurd 

In accl1rd ,,ith the preceding. three paragraphs, t1> provide the O,-crsight Committee. 
nnd through it the National Assernbly, with the complete set of Constitutional 
Revisi\lllS fr1r debate, arnendrnent, and approval 

To c1111end and linalisc the drafting, as dictated by the National Assembly's 
deliberations. of the complete set uf (\)nstitutinnal Revisions 

W.11.P. 1-l J;u1uar� 2000
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OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

MINUTES OF THE 2
ND MEETING 

OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEORGETOWN, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 26
1h 

JANUARY, 2000 

at 4.50 P.M. 

ATIENDAN.cE 

MEMBERS_QE_ _ _IHE._ CO MM.l.IIE.E_ (]_) 

The Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., 
Minister of Information - Head, Project Implementation. 

Other Members 

Dr. Roger F. Luncheon, 
Head of the Presidential Secretariat. 

Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 

Mr. W. Haslyn Parris, C.C.H., 
Coordinator, Planning and Monitoring. 

Mr. Vincent Alexander 

Ec1m11h11Jnited For.c.e._(1)_ 

Mr. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 

F...c.<J11l1/u_WJJddng J!.eflp.le.!s..Allianc.£ OJ. 

Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P. 



Mr. Maurice B. Henry, 
Executive Secretary. 

Mr. Oscar E. Moore, 
Administrative Assistant 

Ms Debra H. Cadogan 
Administrative Assistant 

ITEM 1 

1.1 

ITEM 2 

2.1 

ITEM 3 

3.1 

3.1.1 

3.2 

3.2. l 

3.2.2 

CALL TO ORDER 

At 4.50 p.m. the Chaim1an called the meeting to order. 

AGENDA 

Members adopted the Agenda. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome 

The Chainnan extended a wann welcome to Members of the Committee, 
Officials, and members of the Media. 

Press Release by the OSC 

The Co-ordinator, in response to the Chainnan's query as to whether he had 
any announcements to make, stated that recent articles appearing in the 
media led him to the conclusion that the public did not fully understand the 
functions of the OSC. He proposed that the Committee should consider 
issuing a press release clarifying the Committee's functions. He asked 
whether Members would wish to discuss the matter at that stage or when it 
proceeded to consider Item 4 (7) - Modules of keeping the public infonned 
and methods of dealing with the Media. 

On a proposal by Dr. Luncheon, Members agreed to amend the Agenda to 
enable the Committee to proceed with Item No. 4 (7) as the first item under 
BUSINESS. 
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3.3 Replies to Correspondence 

3.3.1 The Chai1man advised Members that in reply to his written requests -

3.3.2 

3.4 

3.4. l 

3.4.2 

3.4.3 

ITEM4 

4.1 

4.2 
4.2.l 

4.2.2 

4.2.3 

(a) he had received a letter from the Speaker of the National Assembly
granting the Committee permission for its Meetings to be held in the
Parliament Chamber and lhe Committee Room when their use was
not required by the National Assembly or its Committees.

(b) he had also received a letter from the Clerk of the National Assembly
advising him that he would be willing to make available to the
Committee the staff of the former Constitution Review Committee's
Secretariat and the requisite equipment. He also assured the
Committee of his full support.

It was ordered that copies of the letters from the Speaker and the Clerk to 
be circulated among Members. 

Meeting with European Commission's Ambassador 

The Chairman reported that on Wednesday, 191h January, 2000, the 
Coordinator and himself met with Ambassador Vincent De Visscher, Head 
of Delegation of the European Commission in Guyana and Suriname at the 
Ambassador's request and the behest of His Excellency, the President of 
Guyana and held exploratory talks on the work of the OSC. 

The Ambassador expressed the European Commission's desire to conduct a 
needs assessment study in Guyana to ascertain what financial and other 
resources would be required at the various stages of the electoral process. 

The Ambassador was advised that consideration would be given to proposals 
with respect to the work of the OSC and not the electoral process which was 
the responsibility of the State. 

Confirmation of Minutes 

Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of the Oversight Committee held on 

Friday, 141h January, 2000. 

Corrections 

Page 6 

Insertion of "and other Members of the OSC" after "Chairman". 
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4.2.4 

4.2.4. l 

4.2.3.2 

4.2.3.3 

4.3 

ITEM 5 

5.1 

5.1.l 

5.1.2 

Page 7 

Substitution of ''Dr. Roopnaraine" for "Mr. Roopnarainc". 

Paragraph 3.3JJiue__6 ... 

Insertion of "and Dr. Ramsammy" after "Hon. Nagamootoo". 

Paragrapb 3.4.2.Jines :1 Jtn.d 5 

Deletion of the words ",in consultation with Member(s) responsible for a 
Task Force,". 

The Minutes were confinned as corrected on a motion moved and seconded 
by Dr. Roopnarainc and Dr. Lun�heon respectively. 

BUSINESS 

Modalities of Keeping the Public Informed and Method of Dealing with 

the Media 

The Committee resumed consideration of the issue of the presence of the 
Media at the Plenary meetings of the OSC. Copies of the document "Points 
Proposed for /11clusio11 in t/,e OSC Press Release'' together with the 
following copies of newspaper clippings were circulated: 

(a) The Nation's business must not be done in secret, are we going to
have a "half-cooked Co11stitutio11" (Stahroek News, Saturday,
January 22, 2000. Page 6).

(b) Pollard voices concern about u1tresolved co11stitutio11 issues
- Questions if January 17, 2000 poll deadline can be met (Stabroek
News - Monday, January 24, 2000. Page 2)

(c) Is there enough time? (Stabroek News Editorial, Wed11esday,
January 26, 2000).
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5. l .3 The Coordinator referred to the articles, letters and comments appearing in 
the Media about the composition and work of the Oversight Committee 
which he observed had appeared to be informed by misunderstanding about 
the responsibilities of the Oversight Committee, and the nature of the process 

which it had been mandated to implement. He called attention to the above 
newspaper clippings in support of his observation and proposed that the 
Committee should issue a Press Release based on the seven points contained 
in the document Points proposed for Inclusion in OSC Press Release to 
provide clarification. 

5. l.4 With respect to the need for holding OSC plenary meetings in camera, he 
pointed out that at that stage of the reform process sensitive issues would 
have to be fully ventilated, and it would benefit the work of the Committee 
to exclude the Media from the plenary meetings. 

5.1.5 The Co-ordinator accordingly proposed that: 

5.1.6 

5. l.7

(i) between the monthly report to the National Assembly which would
automatically become a public document, Press Releases should be
issued from time to time by the OSC for the purpose of clarifying
issues which seemed in need of clarification.

(ii) the Committee should consider what other documentation or other
types of communication, other than Press Releases, might be
activated to ensure that there was no real or apparent hiatus of
information flow between one monthly report and another.

Mr. Nadir rejected the proposal to issue a Press Release in response
to the newspaper letters, articles and comments.. He supported the
presence of the Media at the OSC plenary meetings.

Dr. Roopnaraine made the following points in his argument in
support of the presence of the Media at the OSC plenary meetings -

(i) the presence of the Media at deliberations of the Constitution
Reform Commission and the Special Select Committee on
Constitution Reform did not cause any inconvenience or
embarrassment to the work of the two bodies;

(ii) sensitive issues with which those bodies were faced were
discussed out of hearing of the Media;

(iii) excluding the Media from the OSC plenary meetings would,
ipso facto, exclude the public including keen and interested
observers;
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5.1.8 

5.1.9 

5.1.10 

5.1.11 

5.l.12

(iv) infom1ation concerning the work of the Committee should not
be made available to the Media in a controlled form, that is,
through the Committee's monthly report and Press Releases.

Dr. Luncheon stated that since his pronouncements at the last 
meeting of the Committee in support of the proposals by the 
Coordinator he has had cause to .modify his views. He would support 
the middle position rather than the extremes of permitting Media 
presence or Media exclusion. The solution seemed to be in the 
proposals earlier made by the Coordinator. He would be inclined 
also to permit access to decisions taken at the OSC meetings. 

The Chairrnan summed up the views expressed by Members and 
commented that his views were that it was not a matter of exclusion 
as against access. Exclusion would give the impression that the OSC 
was suspicious of the Media and would wish to exclude them. He 
interpreted the views of the Coordinator and Dr. Luncheon as not 
intending to deny the media access to information but that the 
information should be given periodically by the OSC as against 
having the media in attendance and reporting contemporaneously on 
the activities of the OSC. He regarded the proposals as simply 
endeavours to detcnninc what were the best methods for attaining the 
successful and sustained work of the OSC within the timeframe. 

He observed that the use of the word exclusion from time to time 
in the debate was unfortunate. The OSC had a responsibility to 
provide the Media with information, to be transparent and 
accountable to the public. As a consequence it would be wrong to 
regard the use of the word "exclusion" to mean banning. It should be 
made absolutely clear that the word had only to do with facilitating 
the critical work of the OSC at that the eleventh hour of the 
constitutional reform process. 

Dr. Ramsammy observed that the arguments for and against the 
presence of the Media were sound. He, however. supported the 
presence of the Media at the OSC' s plenary meetings. 

The Coordinator, thereafter, made the following specific proposals -

( 1) That the Media be allowed to attend the plenary sessions of
the OSC and not meetings of the Task Forces;

(2) That the OSC should from time to time issue Press Releases
as it saw fit;
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5.1.13 

5.1.14 

5.1.15 

5.1.16 

5.2 

5.2. l 

5.2.2 

(3) That the confirmed minutes of the OSC should be made
available to the Media.

The Committee adopted the proposals. 

Mr. Alexander enquired whether Members of the Committee would 
have the right to reply on occasions when the Media made inaccurate 
reports or comments on what Members might have said. 

The Committee agreed that Members had the right to reply which the 
Chairman explained was an abiding principle of journalism. 

It was agreed that the OSC should issue a Press Release based on the 
seven points submitted by the Coordinator. 

Consideration of Document No. 7 - Guidelines for Task Forces 

The Committee adopted the Guidelines for Task Forces 
(Recommended General Methodology for Task Forces) consisting of 
the following parts: 

A 
B 
C 

Recommended General Methodology for Task Forces 
Recommended Specific Methodology for Task Forces 
Terms of Reference of Task Forces 

5.2.3 The Coordinator informed Members that an effort had been made by 
the Secretariat to identify Overlapping Categories of 
Recommendations. As soon as the exercise was completed copies of 
the document would be made available to them. 

5.3 Terms of Reference of Legal Advisory Group 

5.3. l The Tern1s of Reference of the Legal Advisory Group as presented 
by the Coordinator was adopted by the Committee. 

5.4 Presentation of the First Draft of the Time-Bound Plan 

5.4. l The Coordinator presented the following d?.
cuments -

(ii) OSC Time-Bound Plan - Draft#
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(iii) Critical Tasks - OSC Time-Bound Plan - Draft #I

(iv) Number of Recommendations per Category of Task Forces

5.4.2 The Coordinator informed Members that the timeframes did not 
include Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

5.4.3 The view of Members was that the proposed Timeframes were not 
unreasonable. 

5.4.4 Dr. Roopnaraine suggested that the success or failure of the Task 
Forces depended on Members familiarising themselves with the 
Recommendations which were allotted to their respective Task 
Forces. He advised that in that regard the verbatim Minutes of the 
Constitution Reform Commission (CRC) and the Special Select 
Committee (SSC) could be helpful in understanding the intentions of 
the CRC and the SSC. 

5.4.5 It was agreed that Dr. Roopnaraine's suggestion was a helpful one. 

5.4.6 Thereafter the Committee adopted the draft Time-Bound Plan. 

5.5 Consideration of the Timetables for Task Forces 

5.5.1 The Committee noted that the above timetables were included in the 
Time-Bound Plan. 

5.6 Consideration of Composition of Membership of Task Forces 

5.6.1 The Chairman stated that the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and 
Parliamentary Affairs had consulted with individual Members of the 
OSC and submitted the following Initial List of Members of Task 
Forces A 1. A2, B, C, and D:-

Task Force Al 

Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Minister of Culture. Youth 
and Sports 

Mrs Deborah Backer, M.P. 
Ms Jean La Rose 
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Task Force A2 

Mrs. Philomena Sahoye-Shury, C.C.H., J.P., M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Local 

Government 

Task Force B 

Task Force C 

Task Force D 

Mr. Sherwood A. J. Lowe, M.P. 
Mr. Ramdial Bbookmohan 

Dr. Keshav "Bud" Mangal 
Mr. Deryck Bernard 
Mr. Aubrey Collins 

Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P. 
Mr. C.M. Llewellyn John 
Mr. Harrichand Mahadeo 

Mr. E. Lance Carberry, M.P. 
Mr. William Sampson 
Mr. Randolph Kirton 

5.5.2 The Chainnan and Dr. Roopnaraine thanked the Hon. Minister of Agriculture 
and Parliamentary Affairs for the prompt action he took in making the 
selection of the Task Forces' members. 

5.5.3 The Chainnan explained that the word ''Initial" in the title of the document 
was intended to indicate that the list could be adjusted to increase the 
membership of a Task Force or to remove a member if found necessary. He 
also explained that the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary 
Affairs would be fonnally advising the members of the Task Forces by letter 
of their appointments and the conditions which apply. 

5.5.4 Dr. Roopnaraine said he was satisfied with the composition of the Task 
Forces. He observed that fonner members of the Constitution Reform 
Commission (CRC) who had been drawn from Civil Society were included 
in their membership. The inclusion of those persons would bring experience 
and commitment to the work of the Task Forces. 
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5.6 Venues of Meetings of Task Forces 

5.6. l The Coordinator advised Members that the Chainnan and Dr. Luncheon 
would be holding the meetings of their respective Task Force in their offiees. 
The meetings of the other three Task Forces viz A 1, A2 and D would be held 
within the Public Buildings. Leaders of those Task Forces were requested 
to provide early notification to the Secretariat in respect of their proposed 
dates and times of meetings. 

5.7 Frequency of O"crsight Committee's Plenary Meetings and Venue 

5. 7 .1 The members agreed that the frequency of plenary sessions of the Committee 
would be dctcnnined on the basis of information received from the Task 
f'orccs. 

5. 7 .2 The Coordinator requested that the leader of each Task Force submit a 
programme of its activities by the end of the first week of February, 2000. 

5.8 Date of Next Meeting 

5.8. I It was decided that the Committee would meet on Monday 31 st January. to 
consider its second monthly report on the Oversight Committee which \-vas 
due on 31" January, 2000. 

5.8.2 In preparation for that meeting the Coordinator was requested to put up a 
draft of the Committee's Report for January, 2000. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Dr. Roopnaraine reported that he would be overseas for a short period but 
arrangements would be made in order that the business of his Task Force would not be 
inconvenienced. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 6.50p.m. the meeting was adjourned to 4.30p.m. on Monday, 31 "' January, 2000. 
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MAIN FEATURES OF OSC Time-Bound PLAN 

I. Project runs from 20 .Jan 2000 to 28 July 2000.

� i January 2000 

2. Preparation of Drnrtiug Briers by Task Force::; scheduled to be completed by:
(a) 28 March 2000 for Task Forces Al, A2, C, D (40 days each); c:;1d
(b) 13 April 201;0 for Task Force B (60 days).

3. Drafting by Task Force E runs from l March to 14 June 2000.

4. Five (5) Drnughts pcrsom' a,e required for Tusk Force E, since tasks are scheduled
concurrently for Categorie�· cf Revisions.

S. Dratting for each ofCakgorics Al, A2, C, Dis scheduled for the period from 1 l\farch to
11 April (30 days) 1

. 

6. Drafting for Category 13 is schedu:ed fol' the period from 31 March to 16 May (30 days)2 .

7. Task Force E collates. all revisions of clauses to ensure internal consistency dui :ng the period
from 31 March to 16 M:1y (JO days).

8. An implication ofparngraphs 2 through 7 is that the Legal Advisury Group will be required
mainly for the months of February 111d Mnrch 2000; but might be needed from time to time
up to mid June.

9. OSC in plenary is scheduled to review all drafted revisions done by Task Force E during the
period from L2 April to JO May (32 days) with Categories Al, A2, C, D being all done
during the IO day period from 12 April to 27 April; and Categury B during the IO day
period from 17 May to 30 May 2000.

10. The National Assembly is scheduled to deliberate and pronounce on tile Revisions during
the 35 day period fr ·Jm 9 J�rnc lo 28 July , spending 7 days succ.essi·,1ely on each of the
Cc1tegories B, Al, A2, C, D i11 that order.

l l. Accepting this Plan implies the CRITICAL TASKS listed in A.ppcr.dix I to this note.

END 

1 Bcgi 1111i11g 20 days before !he co1111.Mtio11 or all dral\lng briefs from each c;11c�ory.
) - Bcgi1111i11g 10 days before 1hc cornµlctiowif ull �rnning briefs b, Catcgof)' B



r --- ------------------------~-- ~~ 
OSC Time-bound Plan 20 Jan 2000 

~ 1sk Name ____ I Duration I Start I Finish I Predecessors Resource Names Ta 

:3 

2 IZ3 

3 l:D 

4 12:~ 

~El 
6 

Dr 

1ftBnefsTF-A1 40days j Tue2/1/00 1 Tue3/2Sl00: Manzoor 

1ft~~TF-A2 ------ --·.1 40day~r~Tue~1 T"'3128/00r----- - -
1

Rupert - -----

1ft Briefs TF-8 : 60 day;t" Thu 1/20/00 
1 

Thu 4/13/00 I P.ogerNlncent 

1!1 Bnefs TF-C - --- - -- -- - -- 40 da;t Tue 2/1/00 i Tue 3/28/j - --- - I Moses --

1ft Briefs TF-0 : 40 days .Tue 2/1/00 1 Tue 3/28/, I Leshe 

11isions by- TF-E --------~3 days Wed 3/1/00 Wed 6/14/00 
I 

I Dr 

t 
i Or 

-- /- ·-

Dr 
_,.__ 

i Re 

-
7 

-
A 1 Revisions 30 days Wed 3/1~ Tue 4/11 /00 1 FS-20 days j Oraughtsman#1 

8 

-
9 

! V1s1ons 
1 

30 days Wed 3/ 1/00 I Tue 4111/00 2FS-20 days Oraughtsman#2 

,1;;;=;- ------- 30days Fn3/31 /00 : Tue5/ 16/00 3FS-10days 1
1
· Draughsman#3 -

: I 
1(1 ,- - - --:---

-1-~ - - - ; -

,:.,~;,-;- , 30 days Wed 3/1/00 I Tue 4/11 /00 I 4FS-20 davs ---1 Oraughtsman#4 
1 

;is1ons ---i- 30days - Wed3/1 ·()ij / Tue4/11 /00 15FS-~days__ _ Oraughtsman#5 ·-

·--· - - r ·-
ton of Revisions 21 days Wed 5117/00 W~: 6i14/00 ' 7,8. 9.10, 11 All Draughtsmen I , 

Review o f Revised Clauses : 32 days j _ Wed 4/1~~e5/3-t--~~-.:~~----------ri---------1 

OSC Review of A 1 Clauses , 10 days : Wed 1/12/00 1 
. Thu 4/2"1/00~ . I OSC I 

OSC. R;;e; of A2 Clauses - - 10 days i Wed 4/12/00 Thu 4127100 i 8 i OSC I 

OSC rte~i~ of B Clauses -- - - -- 10 days WedS/ 17/00 Tue 5130100 ' 9 - : OSC · I 
' I 

. . I I 

,- -1~ --- -:-

[-·1·-· __ .J.. 13 OS 

I 14 - - -,-
~---_j ·- - -

15 I 
~ --1 -

17 oscR~~~~cci~~ ·------10~ Wed4112/00 . __ T_h_u_4_t_2_7_/_oo-+

1

-10--·--- -- - ; osc ----

18 --r-osc Review of D Clauses 1 1 O days I Wed 4/12/00 ' Thu 4/27/00 i 11 I OSC 

19 Re 

20 

I __,_I __ 

;on~ by Nat As:~ m~ly ~~-~-_ ~ _ - 35day--; I -- ~ r~/9/00 '. Fri 712-~ -___ _ ~----~ _ ~ __ I 
B Rev1s1ons 7 days Fn 6/9/00 Mon 6/19/00 I 9, 16FS+ 7 days I LGB/OSC 

LG8i0SC 21 

22~-

23 

24 

-- L 
I 

A 1 Rev1s1ons 

A2 Rev1s1ons 

C Rev1s1ons 

D Rev,s,ons 

·---- ------

- - - -· ------·· --- I -- - -- _j 
7 days Tue 6120/00 Wed 6128/00 ' 20, 12. 14F S + 7 days 

• I 

-_ 7 days l~~hu ~ /29/00 ~ _Mon 7~i-0/12-1-.1-2-.1-5_F_S+7 d~ys 

7days Tue7t11/00 Wed7/19/00 22, 12.17FS+7days 

----
i LGB/OSC 

T LGB/OSC -

-- - -
LGB/OSC 7 days , Thu 7/20/00 ' Fn 7128/00 23.12.1 SFS+ 7 days 

Page 1 
------- - ------------------------------------



APPENDIX I 

h 
-, 

CRITICAL TASKS - OSC Time-bound Plan 20 Jan 2000 

Duration I I I Predecessors ID 0 Task Name Start Finish Resource Names 

3 El Draft Briefs TF-B ----i 60 days i Thu 1/20/00 Thu 4/13/00 ' RogerN1ncent Must Finish by Sat. April 15 
·- I I ·----

5 [!'.] Draft Briefs TF-0 40 days I Tue 2/1/00 I Tue 3128100 I Leslie Must Start on Tues. Feb. I 
Wed l/1/00 I I --

6 Revisions by TF-E I 7l days I Wed 6/14/00 : 
I i ·-t- ' 

30 days I · I Fri 3/31/00 ! Tue 5116/00 F10 d;;; -· =l Draughsman#3 
---

9 B Revisions 
I I 

13 OSC Review of Revised Clauses I 32 days I Wed 4/12/00 ' Tue 5/30/00 I 
I I 

10 days i Wed 5/17/00 ! I ·-·-- I 
16 

I 
OSC Review of f3 Clauses I Tue 5130/00 I 9 lose 

I Revisions by Nat Assembly I Fri 6/9/00 ! Fri 7128/00 I -··--·---- - ---
19 35 days I I 

I I I I I -
Fri 6/9/00 

1 ---· ··~-
20 I B Revisions ' 7 days Mon 6/19/00 9.16F S+ 7 days LGB/OSC I I i L ______ ~-------- I ..__._ ---··-- --- --- ---- ' I 

I : !- -;·- :: ::::::~ - I 7 days I Tue6/20/00I Wed6/28/00 20,12,14FS+7days i LGB/OSC 
i I 

I 7 days I Thu 6129/00 i Mon 7/10/00 i 21 ,1:l,15FS+7 d;;;:- - I LGB/OSC 

-- --· i 7 days ' Tu~-7/11 /00 1-~.'ed 7~~ %, 22, t 2.17FS+ 7 days :.3 ! C Revisions LGB/OSC 

24- / D Revisions· 
I I 

7 days I Thu 7120100' Fri 712810,0 I 2~.12.18FS+7 days LGB/OSC I 
' ' I 
I 
I 
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OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

Total Recommendations for Categories of Task Forces 

1. Category ''A 1" No. of 
Recommendations 

9.2 Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the lndividual --- 30 

9.3 Indigenous Rights 4 

9.4 Rights of the Child 10 

9.5 Gender Rights 5 

9.14 Right to Education 4 

9.20 Religion l_ 

54 

2. Category ·'A2"
9.1 Preamble To The Constitution 9 

9.12 The Constitution as a Document 5 

9.13 Land and Environment 4 

9.15 The Economy 5 

9.16 The Right and the Duty to Work 6 

9.17 Finance 7 

9.22 The State and the Constitution 4 

9.23 Constitution Reform for the Future _l 

41 

3. Category "B"
9.8 Local Government 11 

9.10 Elections Commission 6 
9.11 Electoral System _J_ 

24 

4. Category "C"
9.6 The Presidency 14 

9.7 Parliament 3 
9.18 National Security .. 3 

20 

5. Category "D''
9.9 The Judicature 13 
9.19 Commissions 13 
9.21 Race Relations _j_ 

3J_ 

Total ill 

6. Category ''E"
Revision and Drafting of Clauses of the Constitution 

21 st January, 2000.



OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

INITIAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF TASK FORCES Al, A2, B, C AND D 

Task Force Al 

Responsible OSC Memb.::r: Mr. Manzoor Nadir 

Other Members: Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports 
Ms Deborah Backer, M.P. 
Ms Jean La Rose. 

Task Force A2 

Responsible OSC Member: Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P. 

Other Members: Mrs. Philomena Sahoye-Shury, C.C.H., J.P., M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Local Government 

Mr. Sherwood A. J. Lowe, M.P. 
Mr. Ramdial Bhookmohan 

Task Force B 

Responsible OSC Members: Dr. Roger F. Luncheon and Mr. Vincent Alexander 

Other Members: 

Task Force C 

Dr. Keshav "Bud" Mangal 
Mr. Deryck Bernard 

, Mr. Aubrey Collins 

Responsible OSC Member: Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., 
Minister of Information - Chairman 

Other Members:· Mr. Raphael Trotman, M.P. 

'.task Force D 

Mr. C. M. Llewellyn John 
M.-. Harrichand Mahadeo 

Responsible OSC Member: Dr. Le:;iie S. Ramsammy, M.P. 

Other Members: Mr. E. L t1Ce Carberry, M.P. 
Mr. 'vVilham Sampson 
Mr. Randolph Kirton 

26111 January, 2000. 
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