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�Ulltv11SSION OF IN 1 FRNJ\TJONt\L 1.t\lJOUrt 1f�!;·1 HT fl\1El'I I:; 
TO Tl IE ��/\TICJN1\I. /\�SFi\11JI, V OF. 
GUY/\1'11\ I 011. 1f\ll'l,EI\IENTAI IOI� 

I. ·1 he l11tc1 11atiow1I Lnho111 Ct•11rr1c11cr nt its WI'" Sc�sinn held i11 Ju1w. 1•1n•.J mlPpiccl the
following Conv('lltinn nncl HcnH11111rrnlnlit1n:-

(i) Worst Forms orC11ild l.nbm11 Convention, 1999, No I �2.

(ii) Worst Forms or Chilli Lnlwur Rccon1111cmlntio11, 1999, Nti. l�>O

2. Copies or the Convcntiuu nud Rcco111111cmlntio11 arc 1111:iehc<I :i:; :ippc•Hlio:-c:; I n11d 11.

J. /\s n 111c111ucr or the lntrmntit111:il Labour 01 g;111isatiun Guy:inn is umlci Phli!'·''' ion tc, hr ing
the nbovc-111c11tio11rd Cn11vm1i1111 nml Rcrnm111c11un1io11 lo the nllcntiPn llf

° 
lhc Nnli<•11;1I

Assembly for nee<:�sary acti1111 nnd lo i11l1n 111 the I >i,ccttll" Gc11c1 nl pf' IIH' I n1r1 na1it11111l L:ilmm
01p.:rnir,atio11 orthc nr1i11•1 lnkrn.

C.ClliY.laiilOJ:Ul(LUIL:_CQill"J:Kl.'!lt-J.QJJlQUlfll.ll.Q.t:LJilll2..J.hlAlUJ.JlillLJ�C lJ')li.LQlUJ.lU
IJ..J M.lli6 UOKOL.IJlLL\Y..QHS.Tf.OllMS_Ol:.. C:IJU,.Ql...60.QUU .. 

JJs(i.11iltQ.Jl..ill\OJ5.@J)C. 

I. For the purpose of this Convention.

(a) Thr term "Child" �hall npply to nll pc, �ons under the ngc nr 18. 

(h) The t t'IIII "I he wor!'I l111111s of Child L11l,0111" comp, i:;c�:
(i) nll ltHms 11r ,;lavciy or p1ncliccs similn.r to �l;wc1y. �nd1 n:; the �ale :111d

11 ani,·king < ,r child, c-11. tlcl•I honil:ip,c nml �er fiJ.1111 1111.J li11 rr, 1 , •1 t 111111 •1 rl�ot y
lal,11111. i11cludi11g !r11 C('d \11 l'Oll1J1Ulso1 y I CCII Ji I 111CIII <'r rhild1,·11 (i11 \Jf,C in 
a1 med cnnOit I. 

(ii) the use. proc111i11g or offc1 i11g ofn chilu fur p1os1i1111ion, for 1hr r1\Hllr1,tio11 of
p(lrnor,rnphy or for pornogrn1•hic pct formnnccs;

(iii) lhc me. pr(lc111 i11p. or offcii11g ofa child f<,r illicit aclivil1c�. in p;:itict1la1 for
the 111t1ducli11n :iml linOkling or dnigs ns tldi11ccl i111hc rckv<111I i111c111nlional
11cntic!>;

(iv) wu1 k which hy its 11at111 c 01 the ci1 cu111�t:111c1cs in which it i., c;i, 1 icd tint is
likely tu hnr 111 the hen Ith. 3afcty or mornls ul'l·hild1 c11.

2. The govcrnmc11l sh:ill lakc im111cdi:11 c  nnd cffoctivc 111cn�111c, lo :<ccu1c lh" l'"'hil,i1it,11 1111tl 

cli111i11:11iun fir the wo1st fo1111!' fir child fnhour ns n mnllcr c-r urgcnt·y ;1ml :-h:ill tlc�ig11 :ind
i111pfc111rnl p1(lr,1:i111111cs or11clio11 ft• cli111innlc �uch nr.livity.

1 The-govc1 11111cnt, oiler co11sulla1ion with rn g:i11isati1111s of t'll1pl11yc1 s nml ,wi � c, � run• er nctl,
�hnll cslnblish or tlc�ignnlc :1pp111p1ialc mechanisms to 111onilt1r the impk111c11t,1tio11 Cir tlw
r1ovisions giving ctlct:l lt1 this (.'onvc11ti1111.

4. Thli govcrnn1c11l shnlt toke nil nccc!lsa,y measures lo ensure the e!lcctive i111plcn1r111:..1ion nml
c11f11rccmc11l or the provi�in11� giving c!foct lo this convenlion im.hitling the pnlVi�ion anti
npplication or pennl $Rnclion� or. as "l'l'll'I'' intr. other snnclitm�.



Tnki11g into nccounl thc i111po1 lnncc of cd11cnlit111 in climinnting child labnt;-;., the i:oq:.rnmcnl shRll 
1nkc ctTcctive ;ind 1i111c bound 111eam11cs lo:-

A) prevent the cng:igr.mcnl •>f rhildren in the Wl>rsl fo1 ms or chil·l ;;it,our;
b) provide 1he ucce��n,y nnrl i>ppr<'pt inle direct :issi�1:1m c f\11 I Ii" 1 cnwrnl of child, en

f rom lhc worsl fmms ofehild l:1bo11r nm! fin their rl'hnb;li1u1i11 ll :111tl �, �ial integ1a1ion:
c) cn:-111 e nccc::s lo Ii cc basii; e1li.1cnli1111 nnd wltc, cvrr po.�"ihlc .111d arprop1 ialc.

vocnlinnal lrnini11g. fc11 nll d1ild1cn 1c111r•vcd fio111 lhc wrnsl fiu111s ofrhild h1l>o11r;
d) idc11tily amt rca<'h tiol 1o child,cn nl �perinl I isk, :ind
e) lal..e ;icco1111l nflhc �pecinl si11,ation of e,itls.

The goven11nc11t shall dcsignnte the nuthoiity rc.�ponsiblc for giving cffcrl to this Convenlion. 

The members to this Convention shall take .ippropdole steps lo ns�ist onr nn11thi::1 in gi\'ing cflccl lo 
the provisions of thi!l convcnlion thrn11gh cnhnm:ed inte, nnl io11nl c11npc1111 inn and/or nr.�is1nnec 
i11ch11.linr, support for socinl nm! economic development, povcr ly r111tlic:i1ion I'' ogrn111111c� and 
1111ive1 snl cducntion. 

Jl �COMM£tru i\IIDl/J:iO ...... l2.\J_:_C:.O.N ... .Ctl:JilliG_1J m.r.uou U)lIJQNAtiD_I.HM l�Jllt(lJ� ./,i,.1..l.DJi.1:0JWJf; 
J;J.Jhl.ltLI\J Jillf...QE .. 1UI;J.\'()J1S.Lfl.)\tMS.W:.Q lliJLkD..OJ.l.Ult 

This llcco111111c11dn1ion s11ppk111cnls the Worsl Frn 111s of Child L:il)(lur C0m·c11tiun. 1999 N(l. 182. 

In :iuuilion lo the rC'f1tti1cmcnls of lhc Convention, the rccommend:11ion p1 ovi1.k�. fo1 1he gnvcrnmcnl 
lo consult wi1h employers aml wo1 kcrs 01gnnisn1io11s lo design nm! i111pk:ml'nt prog1 am111e!! of action 
as a mailer of u1gc,icy, laking into considcrnlion the views of child1cn. their fiunilics ;rnd .is 
11p1110p1ia1c other concc111cd gioup. Such progr.1111111cs shnuld aim nl. intc, ali:t 

n) 

b) 

c) 

<I)

c) 

idc111 i(ying am.I clc11011111;i11g I he 1\·01 st ft11111s of child lnbol'r. 
pt cYcnling lhe e11g:ige111c11l of child, en in or , cmoving lltcrn n 0111 1 he wo, s1 form� of 
child l;ihot1r nnd pr\,viding for lhcir 1clrnl.Jililnlio11 nnd sc•cial inl•:!?•alin11 lh1ough 
111cnsnres which mtd,,·ss 1ht·i1 c,Jurnlion:il. physical and psyrlu,l,1rie.1l 11rcth: 
giving �pcci�t nllen1io11 lo. 
i) younger child, rn. 
ii) 1hc gill child,
iii) the prohkm 0fltiddc11 wmk siluntions in which 13iils 111� ,,1 spccinl tisk;
iv) other groups of children wilh �pccinl vulncrnl11!iticr. 11r 1Hx•.b;
iclcnli(ving. 1tachi11p, 11ut lo nml W{>1king with comm1111i1i,·:: ,-,·k1l'. rhildmi arc nl 
�pcci:il , isk;
i11fo1111i11g. sensitizing nml mobili7.ing public opinion and c:011ce, nccl J!I 1111ps incl11lling
child, rn and lhrir f.1111ilics.

In dt•letmininB the nnlure or ci,cumstancc, in which wotk that is likely tl• ha1111 the hrnllh. �afcly or 
morals of child1r11 n, e CNI icd out co11�i<.lc1 at inn sho11ld he given, inter nlin, It•: 

n) wo, k which exposes child, l'll lo pltysicnl. pr.ychr,loi\ilal 01 �"·'·ll ii ,,Jtus,·:
h) w01k u11dc1grn1111d, 1111llc1 wale•. nl clnngcmu-; ltr:ights ,u in C<'11l:11,,,I f-l'lKC'�, 

c) wo, k ,�ilh clangc, ou� nmchinc, y. equipment nnd tool� or 111a11• 1al hmdling ot 11 a11q1(1t l
of lo;,d!>,

d) wnrk in nn cnvi1011111c11t whic:h C'<pt,scs 1hcm It• h.t7.:t1 dl•ll� �11h111111T�, ngl·nls 11r
pmcessc:-, 01 \() tc111pc1a1t11e,, noise level,. or vil•1nlio11s da111"gi11tt l•.1 lhrit hc:nlth: am!

r) wrn k f<1r long ht1111 s rn nigh I work or where the ehi!cl is w111innl i11 the e111pl11yn s·
premise,.

Stnlisl icnl data on child labour, disngg,cgotcd by sex, nge group, occu1mlio11, b, nnclt of cco110111ic 
l\ctlvhy. 8ln\u11 In .,,,,ployn,cnt, �chool nllcmlnnt:c 1md gcosr(lphlcnl locnlhm �lm11hl l.,c, compiled nnd 
kept 11p to date. 



Members to lhis Cu11vc11lion shtiuld. in so for 11:; ii is rn111pnt ihlc \\ilh na1i,•11:1I :·,w, r"<'j":ra\c 1Yith 
inlc111.11iu1111I dforls liy.-

a) gnthcr i11r, 111111 c-xch:inp,ir1g irrfor rnntion C(lllr..:111i11g c1 ir11i11nl of'f<:Jlt rs. irr, hiding l lllJ�C
invlllving inlcr nati1lllnl nelwor 11:::.

h) tlctcc1ir1g a11tl pr11�r.c11l i11r, tlttisc irrvolvc<l in lhc s;tl c and \r:,Oid. i rri', in child1<·11, in lhe
1 1:;e, pr(lc11r ing and "lfrr ing or rhildr tll for illicil nd i, ii ic·r- :·11,·h n;; pr nr.lil11I it111.
pr otl11rlit1n of pomog, nphy nr 1'11r r10gr nl'hic prr fr•1111an<·cs

Mrn�111cs n imed lit rite f'luhihi 1im111ml cl imirrali11n 11r1he wo,1-1 fo1111 ofd1ild 111\,um :-ht1t1ld include 

n) i11fo1mirr:; . .sr11:;iti1ing nntl mohili1i11g lhc gc11crrrl p11hlit: ind111li111: pulili• i,ms nnd lhc
j, 1diciary:

Ii) provide trnining for c111plo.vcr.s·. wnrktrs' nml civic u1ga11is:ili1111�.
c) sp ecial tr nining for g,,vc111111cnt t•Oirinls com·c111cd. i11t!w"";: i,:�p"t.1•11$ n11d l;nv

cnlorrc11 1<·111 nllicinb,
d) si111pl il\i11g kg.ti nnd nch11inistrntivc p1\lccdu1cs arrd c11s111irrg th.1111,ry a1c "l'l''\IJ'li1111�

and p1011,p1:
c) j1•h crcnli

,<
111 nnd vornli1•11rrl 110i11inr, Ii,,, lhc pmcnls nnd nchrll:; ol'w111ki11g d1ild1cn.

J'O;illlOtl ll:LGU.XJ\tli\ 

The, e is no rcpo1 L of child lnh11111· 011 n In, gc scnfc in Guynn�. l.llll t hcH' n, c 1rr1 ::1 ;11 i:;ti•:• :I\ n ilahlc. 

(i11ynnrr i3 n sig11.1tory to lhe \ l11ilc1l Nntim1s f'o1wcnlio11 tin rhe Riehts ol' lire Child nml hns been 
n1111Hhtlcd t o  co111pilr· inft11111:1li1111 pr.1 t11irri11g to child, en. 

·1 he n•irrirnum ngc Convc111i1,n Nu IJ!l hn1 hccn 1a1ific<I hy G11ynna nnd as rr ,c.�1111 r1rrw11dmcnl:, h.11· e
hccn mrrdc to the En1ploy111cnt or Y111111g l'c1so11s nntl Children At:t, the fahw.,•1i1111 At.I and the
F:it,lur if� (I lm11s nrrd I lol irlay�) /\cl which hnvc n ll :iil,iu:.lctl the 111irri111un1 :,gr. Ii,, "'"l'h•y111rn1 linn
11 to l.'.i yc;,1� 

Sin very 01 si111ila1 prncliccs, Ir nflkb11g nnd :;ale 0r chi Ill, en, dchl ll\1mhgc arnl •.,-ililo111 nnd rm crd 
01 ('IIIIIJ'llho1 y fnh 1111 induding ct•111p11l:,111 y I r.n 11il llll'III (i)I IISl' i11 ;111,. vd n111l li1 I ,H" 111 •t pr nclir"d 
in< inynnrr. 

Child pu1110nwphy hns not sur fared. 

Ther e i:; nu ::lnlir.t ical dnla to dctcrn1i11e the level. ir any. of the use of child, rn i11 ;Ire d1 "L'- II n+'. 
111fo111111Lion g:ithcrrd on nclunl 1111cs1 ol'offrr11lc1s nl lhr ports o l'rn11y in (.i11y:,11:i nnd r.ithi11 the 
C<J111111 y for I he tinnic..kirrg in or snlr or 11111 <'o l ic�, show thnt no child, rn ;,1 c iu, 111,·cd 

The Ocr11pnlionnf s�rcty nnd llcnl1h Acl provi de� snfcgun, d in the wn1 k ur, i1011mrn1 ngni11:;t 
cir c:11nr::1nnce:1 likely lo ha, 111 t ire hcnlllr. snfcly or morn ls of chilurrn. 

11 is pr0poscd thnt the Govc111111c11t ofG11yri11n ralify the Convention b111 in 11nh Ln tlo r,11c:.01111·r�
shn11ld be prnvidrd ro cnnl,le the 1clcv1111t ngc11r ics to p111 measures i11 place 10 n11111'ly with ilr. 
p111visi<111s sm:h ns d�ta collcdion, p11l1lici1y. 11ni11i11t� n111l 1chahili1n;i(,11 and""' i:il i111q·1:11i1111 

Abi, ii will he necess.11 y to hnvc mcch,misms p11L in place to 111011ilt11· :my 111111: ,,r rhilrl lnh1 11Jr 
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Convention 182 

CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROHIBITION 

AND IMMEDIATE ACTION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 

THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR 

The General Conference of the International Labour Organization, 

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International 
Labour Office, and having met in its 87th Session on I June 1999, and 

Considering the need to adopt new instruments for the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms of child labour, as the main priority for 
national and international action, including international cooperation and 
assistance, to complement the Convention and the Recomrm:ndation 
concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, 1973, which 
remain fundamental instruments on child labour, and 

Considering that tJ1e effective elimination of the worst forms of child labour 
requires immediate and comprehensive action, taking into account the 
importance of free basic education and the need to remove the children 
concerned from all such work and lo provide for their rehabilitation and 
social integration while addressing the needs of their families, and 

RecaJling the resolution concerning the elimination of child labour adopted by 
the International Labour Conference at its 83rd Session in 1996, and 

Recognizing that child labour is to a great extent caused by poverty and that the 
long-term solution lies in sustained economic growth leading to social 
progress, in particular poverty alleviation and universal education. and 

Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the 
�United Nations General Assembly on 20 November 1989, and 

Recalling the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work 
and its Follow-up, adopted by the International Labour Conference at its 
86th Session in 1998, and 

Recalling that some of the worst forms of child labour are covered by other 
international instruments, in particular the Forced Labour Convention, 
1930, and the United Nations Supplementary Convention on the Abolition 
of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to 
Slavery, 1956, and 

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to child 
labour, which is the fourth item on the agenda of the session, and 

Having determined t11at these proposals shall take the form of an international 
Convention; 

adopts this seventeenth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-nine the following Convention, which may be cited as the Worst Fonns of 
Child Labour Convention, 1999. 

Article 1 

Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall take immediate and effective 
measures to secure t11e prohibition and elimjnation of t11e worst forms of child labour 
as a matter of urgency. 



Article 2 

For the purposes of this Convention, the tcnn "child" shall apply to all rcrsons 
under the age of 18. 

Article 3 

For tJ1e purposes of this Convention, tJ1e term "tJie worst fonns of child labour" 
comprises: 

(a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and
trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory
labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of child1en for use in
armed conflict;

(b) tJ1e use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of
pornography or for pornographic performances;

(c) tJ1c use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particuhr for the
pro<luction and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international
treaties;

(d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is cartied out, is
likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.

Article 4 

l. The types of work referred to under A1ticle 3(d) shall be dctrnnincd by
national laws pr regulations or by the competent authority, after consultation witJ1 tl1e 
organizations of employers and workers concerned, taking into consideration relevant 
international standards, in particular Paragrnphs 3 and 4 of the Worst Fmms of Child 
Labour Recommendation, 1999. 

2. The competent authority, after consultation with the organiz:llions of
employers and workers concerned, shall identify where tl1e types of work so 
determined exist. 

3. The list of the types of work determined under paragraph 1 of this At tide
shall be periodically examined and revised as necessary, in consultation with the 
organizations of employers and workers concerned. 

Article 5 

Each Member shall, after consultation with employers' aud workers' 
organizations, establish or designate appropriate mechanisms to monitor the 
implementation of Ille provisions giving effect to tJ1is Convention. 

Article 6 

1. Each Member shall design and implement programmes of action to
eliminate as a priority the worst forms of child labour. 

2. Such progranunes of action shall be designed and implemented in
consultation witJ1 relevant government institutions and employers' and workers' 
organizations, taking into consideration the views of ot11er concerned groups as 
appropriate. 

Article 7 

1. Each Member shall take all necessary measures to ensure the effective
implementation and enforcement of tl1e provisions giving effect to this Convention 
including the provision and application of penal sanctions or, as apprnpriate, other 
sanctions. 

2. Each Member shall, taking into account the importance uf education in
eliminating child labour, lake effective aud time-bound measures to: 



(a) prevent the engagement of children in the worst forms of child labour;

(b) provide the necessary and appropriate direct assistance for the removal of
children from the worst forms of child labour and for their rehabilitation and
social integration;

(c) ensure access to free basic education, and, wherever possible and appropriate,
vocational training, for all children removed from the worst forms of child
labour;

(d) identify and reach out to children at special risk; and

(e) take account of the special situation of girls.

3. Each Member shall designate the competent authority responsible for the
implementation of the provisions giving effect to this Convention. 

Anicle 8 

Members shall take appropriate steps to assist one another in giving effect to 
the provisions of this Convention through enhanced international cooperation and/or 
assistance including support for social and economic development, poverty 
eradication programmes and universal education. 

Article 9 

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the 
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration. 

Article JO 

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the
International Labour Organization whose ratifications have been registered with the 
Director-General of the International Labour Office. 

2. It shall come into force 12 months after the date on which the ratifications
of two Members have been registered with the Director-General. 

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member
12 months after the date on which its ratification has been registered. 

Article 11 

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first comes into force, 
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office 
for registration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date 
on which it is registered. 

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following tl1e expiration of tl1e period of ten years mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in tllis Article, 
will be bound for another period of ten years and, tl1ereafter, may denounce tl1is 
Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the tenns provided for 
in tllis Article. 

Article 12 

1. The Director-General of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organization of the registration of 
all ratifications and acts of denunciation communicated by the Members of 
the Organization. 



2. When notifying the Members of the Organization of the registration of the
S<'conJ ratification, tJ1c Director-General shall draw the auentioa of the t-.kmbcrs of 
ll1e Orga11i1.ation to the date upon which the Convention shall come into force. 

Article I 3 

The Direetor-Geucral of tJ1e lnternatioual Labour Office sh.:ill comJ11unicatc to 
the Sccrct:iry-Gcncral of tJ1c United Nation�. for registration in accordance willt 
a1 liclc I 02 of the Charter of the United Nations, full particulars of all ratifications ;iml 
;icts of denunciation rcgistereJ by the Director-General in acco1d;incc with the 
provisions of the preceding t\1 ticlcs. 

Article 14 

At such times as it may consider necessary, ll1e Governing Body of ll1e 
International Labour Office shall present to the General Conference a repot t on the 
working of this Convention and shall examine the desirabilily of placing 011 the 
agenda of tl1e Conference the que�tion of its revision in whole or i1J p:lr t. 

A1ticle 15 

I. Should the Conference ;idopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or i11 p:11t, thC'n, unless l11e new Convenfion otherwi�c provides -

(a) lhe ntificalio11 by a Member of the uew rcvisi11g Co11ventio11 shall iJ JSO j11re
involve !he imn1cdiatc tlcnnnciaLion of this Convention, nolwithstant'ling the
provisions of Article J J :ibove. if anti when 1J1e new revising C011vc111io11 shall
hllVC' co111c iolo forcr;

(I>) a� from the dale when the new 1evising Convention comes into for<.:e. this 
Couvcntiun shall cease to be open to ra1ific,1tion by llte Members. 

2. This Conve111ion shall in any case remain in force in i:s actual form and
r.011lcnt f1:ir those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified tJ1c revising 
Convention. 

Article 16 

The f:111'.lish a11J r1encl1 versions of the text of this Convention arr, eql1:illy 
;-1,l!nrit;i:ivc. 



The foregoing is the authentic text of the Convention unanimously adopted by 
the General Conference of the International Labour Organization during its 
Eighty-seventh Session which was held at Geneva and declared closed on 
17 June 1999. 

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appended our signatures this eighteenth day 
of June 1999. 
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International Labour Conference 

Conference internationale du Travail 

RECOMMENDATION 190 
./ 

RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING THE PROHIBITION 
AND IMMEDIATE ACTION FOR THE ELIMINATION 

OF THE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR 
ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE AT 

ITS EIGHTY-SEVENTliSESSION, 
GENEVA, 17 JUNE 1999 

RECOMMANDATION 190 

RECOMMANDATION CONCERNANT L'INTERDICTION 
DES PIRES FORMES DE TRAVAIL DES ENFANTS 

ET L'ACTION IMMEDIATE EN VUE DE LEUR ELIMINATION 
ADOPTEE PAR LA CONFERENCE 

A SA QUATRE-VINGT-SEPTIEME SESSION, 
GENEVE, 17 JUIN 1999 

AUTHENTIC TEXT 

TEXTE AUTHENTIQUe 



Recommendation 190 

RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING THE PROHIBITION 

AND IMMEDIATE ACTION FOR TIIE ELIMINATION 

OF TIIE WORST FORMS OF CHILD LABOUR 

The General Conference of the lntem,llional Labour Organization, 

!laving been convened at Geneva by tJ1c Governing Body of Lhe International
Labour Office. and having met in its 87Lh Session on I June 1999, and 

Having adopted Lhe Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999. and 

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to child 
labour, which is tJ1e fourth item on the agenda of tJ1c session. and 

Having determined tJ1at these proposals shall take tJ1e form of a 
Recommendation supplcmenling the Worst Fonns of Child Labour 
Convention. 1999; 

adopts Lhis seventeenth day of June of tJ1e year one tJ10usand nine hundred and 
ninety-nine the following Recommendation. which may be cited as the Wnrst r:onm 
of Child Labour Recommendation. 19�9. 

I. The provisions of this Rcc0mmcndatinn supplemcnl those nf the Worst 
Forms of Child Labour Convention. 1999 (hereafter referred to as "the 
Convention-). and should be applied in conjunction witJ1 them. 

I. PROGRAMMES OF �TION 

2. The programmes of action referred to in Article 6 of tl1e Convention should 
be designed and implemented as a maucr of urgency. in consultation wiLh relevant 
government institutions and employers' and workers' organi?.atinns. taking into 
consideration Lhc views of the children directly affected by the wo1 st k•1111s of d1ild 
labour. their families and, as appropriate. other cunce1 ncd groups co111111i11cd 10 the 
aims of Lhc Convention and this Recommendation. Such progrnmmes slwuld ai111 at. 
in1er alia: 

(a) identifying and denouncing Lhe worst forms of child labour; 

(b) preventing tJ1c cngage111enl of children in or removing Lhcm from tJ1c worst 
forms of child labour. protecting Lhem from reprisals and providing for their 
rehabilitation and social inlegration through measures which address Lhcir 
educational. physical and psychological needs; 

(c) giving special altention to:

(i) younger children;

(ii) Lhc girl child: 

(iii) tJ1e problem of hidden work situations. in which girls arc at special risk; 

(iv) other groups of children witJ1 special vulnernbilitics or needs; 

(d) identifying. reaching out to and working with communities whete childn;n arc
at special risk;

(e) informing. sensitizing and mobilizing public opinion and concerned groups. 
including children and their families. 

11. 11 AZARDOUS WORK 

3. In de1em1ining the types of work referred to under Article 3(d) of the 
Convention. and in identifying where tJ1ey exist. consideration should he given. 
inter alia, to: 
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(a) work which exposes children 10 physical, psychological or sexual abuse:

(b) work underground. under waler, at dangerous hcighls or in confined spaces;

(c) work with dangerous machinery. equipmcnl and tools. or which involves 1he 
manual handling or lransport of heavy loads; 

(d) work in an unhealthy environment which may, for example. expose children 
to hazardous substances, agents or processes, or lo tempcralures, noise levels, 
or vibrations damaging 10 their health; 

(e) work under particularly difficull conditions such as work for long hours or 
during the night or work where the child is unreasonably confined 10 lhe 
premises of tl1c employer. 
4. For the types of work referred to under Article 3(d) of tl1e Convention and 

Paragraph 3 above. national laws or rcgulalions or the competcnl autlmri1y could. 
after consultation witl1 tl1c workers' and employers' organizarions concerned. 
au1horize employment or work as from 1he age of 16 on condition thal the heal1h. 
safely and morals of lhc children concerned arc fully pro1r.cted, and that lhe children 
have received adcqua1c specific ins1111clion or vncaliorrnl !mining in the- relrv.1111 
hrnnch of ac1ivi1y. 

Ill. IMPLEMENTA'llON 

5. (I) Detailed information and statistical data on the nature and extent of
child labour ·should be compiled and kept up to date to serve as a basis for 
delermining priorities for nalional action for the abolition of child labour. in 
particular for tJ1c prohibition and elimination of ils worsl forms a.• a niallcr of 
urgency. 

(2) As far as possible. such infom1a1ion and sta1istical da1a should include dala 
disaggregated by seJt, age group. occupation. branch of economic activity, slatus in 
employment, school anendance and geographical location. The importance of an 
effeclive sys1em of birth regislralion. inclutling the issuing of birt.h certificates. should 
be taken into account. 

(3) Rclcvanl data concerning violalions of nalional provisions for 1hc
prohibition and elimination of the worsl forms of child labour shoultl be compiled and 
kept up to date. 

6. The compilation and processing of tl1e information and tlata referred to in
Paragraph 5 above should be carried out wi1h due regard for tJ1c righl to privacy. 

7. The information compiled under Paragraph 5 above shoulcl he 
communicated to lhe lnlcrnalional Labour Office on a regular basis. 

8. Members should es1ablish or clcsignatc appropria1c nalional mechanisms 10
monitor the implc111cn1a1ion of narional provisions for 1J1c prohibition and climina1io11 
of the worst forms of child labour. afler consulla1ion witJ1 c111ploycrs' anti workers' 
organizations. 

9. Members should ensure lhat lhc cu111pe1cn1 authorilics which have 
rcsponsibili1ics for implcmcnling national provisions for the prohihi1ion anti 
elimina1ion of tJ1c worst forms of child lahour cooperate with c-ach r>1hcr and 
coordinate their ac1ivities. 

10. National laws or regulations or the competent authority should dc1crmi11e 
the persons to be held responsible in the event of non-compliance with national 
provisions for tl1c prohibition and cli111i11a1ion of the worsl forms of child labour. 

11. Members should. in so far as ii is compaliblc wilh national law. rnnpcralc 
with in1crna1ional cfforls aimed at lhc prohibi1ion and elimination of 1J1c wors1 forms 
of child labour as a matter of urgency by: 
(a) gatl1ering and cJtchanging information concerning criminal offences. including 

tl1ose involving interna1ional networks: 
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(b) detecting and prosecuting those involved in the sale and trnfficking of children,
or in the use, procuring or offering of children for illicif activities, for
prostitution. for the production of pornography or for pornographic
performances:

(c) registering perpetrators of such offences.
12. Members should provide that l11c following worst fom1s of child labour

are criminal offences: 
(a) all forms of slavery or practices similar lo slavery. such as the sale and

trafficking of children. debt bondage aml serfdom and forced or compulsory
labour. including forced or compulsory rccruilmcnl of children for use in
am1cd connict;

(b) !Jie use. procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of 
pornography or for pornographic performances; and

(c) the use. procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities. in particular for the
production and trafficking of drugs as dclined in the relevant international
treaties, or for activities which involve the unlawful carrying or use of lircam1s
or other weapons.
13. Members should ensure thM penalties including, where apprc,priate.

criminal penalties arc applied for violations of the national provisions fur !Jic 
prohihition and climinarion of any type of work rcfc,rcd Ill in Article 3(<1) of the 
Convention. 

14. Members should also provide as a mailer of urgency for other criminal.
civil or administrative remedies, where appropriate, to ensure the effective 
enforcement of national provisions for the prohibition and elimination of the worst 
forms of child labour. such as special supervision of enterprises whrch have used the 
worst forms of child labour, :111d. in cases of persis1cnt violation. considcrnrion of 
temporary or permanent revoking of permit� to operate. 

15. 01her measures aimed a1 the prol�ihi1iun and clim1n�1iun of the wurst
forms of child labour might include the following: 
(a) informing, sensitizing and mobilizing the general public. including national and

local political leaders, parliamentarians and the judiciary:
(b) involving and training employers' and workers' organizaliuus and civic

organizations;
(c) providing appropriate training for the govermncnt officials concerned,

especially inspeclors and law enforcement officials, and tor other , elev ant
professionals;

(d) providing for l11c prosecution in their own country of l11e Member's nationals
who commit offences under irs national provisions fo1 the prohibition and
immediate climinalion of l11c worst fonns of child labour even when llH'SC
offences arc commiued in another country;

(c) simplifying legal and administrative procedures and cn�urinr, Iha, thcr arc
appropriate and prompt;

(f) encouraging l11c development of policies by undertakings to promote 1.hc aims
of the Convention;

(g) monitoring and giving publicity to l>cst practices on 111:: elimination of child
labour;

(h) giving publicity to legal or ol11er provisions on child bbou1 in the different
languages or dialects;

(i) establishing special complaints procedures and making provisions I<• prC'lccl
from discrimination and reprisals those who legitimately c�posc \·iolations of
the provisions of Lhc Convention. as well as establishing helplines or poi 111s of
contact and omhudspc, sons:

(j) adopling appropriate measures tu imp1uvc lhc cducalional infrastructu,c and the
training of teachers lo meet the needs of boys and girls:

(k) as far as possible, taking into accuuut in 11ational programmes uf action:
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(i) the need for job crca1ion and vocalional training for the parents and adulls
in the families or children working in the conditions covered by the 
Convention; and 

(ii) the need for sensitizing parents 10 1he problem or children working in 
such conditions. 

16. Enhanced in1ema1ional coopcralion and/or assistance among Members for 
the prohibition and effcc1ive elimination or the worst forms or child labour should 
complement national efforts and may. as appropriale, be developed and implemenled 
in consultation with employers' and workers' organizations. Such interna1ional 
coopern1ion and/or a�sis111nce should include: 

(a) mobilizing resources for naliunal or in1erna1ional programmes:

(b) mutual legal assistance;
(c) technical assistance including the e:1.change or information;
(d) support for social and economic developmen1. poverty eradication progranunes 

and universal education. 
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The foregoing is the authentic text of the Recommendation urvu,imously 
adopted by the General Conference of the International Labour Organization during 
its Eighty-seventh Session which wa� held at Geneva and declared clo�cd on 
17 June 1999. 

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appended our signatures tl1is eighteenth day 
of June 1999. 
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