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PRAYERS
The Clerk read the Prayer

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
Leave:
Leave has been granted to the Hon Member MrRobert Corbin for
today’s sitting and to the Hon Member Ms Lurfene Nestorupto 19
May 2003

PUBLIC BUSINESS
MOTIONS

ITEM 1 -FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRS1
GENERAL ELECTIONS HELD IN BRITISH GUIANA

WHEREAS the 27 April 2003 marked the fiftieth anniversary of
the first general elections held in British Guiana under universal adult
suffrage, and

WHEREAS the 18 May 2003 will mark the fiftieth anniversary of
the first sitting of the House of Assembly after the aforesaid general
elections,

BETT RESOLVED that the National 4 ssembly
1. Commemorates the fiftieth arniversary of the Jirst
general elections held under wiiversal aduly suffrage on
the 27 April 1953 the wikiing af those elections by the
People s Progressive Party and the election of the
Executive Council on the 18 May 1953 as historic evenls
af national importance, and

<. Pays tribute 1o ail those who played a role in the
achievemen of the foregoing and particularly io the pecple
af British Guicnia united across ethnic and class lines who
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Fricap T &gy 2003
were mainly responsible for making the momentous
achicvements possible which eventually led to the
independence of Guyana,

The Speaker: Hon Minister of Foreign Trade and International Co-
operation.
Hon Clement J Rohee: Mr Speaker I rise to speak on the Motion

standing in my name entitled Fiftieth Anniversary of the First General
Elections held in British Guiana,

My Speaker, Monday 18 May 1953 was a day of great political
significance and achievement for the working class and farmers of our
beloved country. It was on this day, following 1he sweeping and
unprecedented victory for the PPP at the first general elections held under
universal adult suffrage on 27 April 1953, and the democratically elected
representatives, numbering eighteen out of 24, each and every one of
them representing the PPP, took their seats in the First Session of the
First House of Assembly.

On that same day, Mr Speaker, the true representatives of the
people elected their six representatives to the Executive Coungil heralding
the first expression of the popular will of'the Guianese working people in
the highest decision-making forum of the Colony.

Mr Speaker, I believe it would be appropriate, if only for the purpose
of observing the fiftieth anniversary of this historic event, that I mention
the names of these persons as they appear in the Minutes of the
Proceedings of the Inaugural Meeting of the House of Assembly of the
Colony of British Guiana held inthe Chamber of the Legislature of the
Public Building, Georgetown, Demerara, at 2:00 pm on Monday 18
May 1953,

% Mrs Janet Jagan
MrF Bowman
- My Jainarine Singh
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- D¢ JP Latchmansingh
- Mr A Chase
- M s JIS Bumnham
- MrFQ Vangertima
- M1 LFS Burnham
- MrRamkarran
- Mrs ] Phillips-(ay
- Mr CS Persaud
- Mr SM Latchmansingh
- Mr Ajodha Singh
- DrRS Hanomansingh
- Dr CB Jagan and

Mr M Khan

Reflecting on ihe antecedents that commingled at that juncture of the
country’s political history, Cheddi Jagan in his famous West on TH! had
this to say;

The 1953 election campaign roused unprecedented
enthusiasm throughout the country. For the first time in
our Ristory the people were really fmvolved. [t was the
first election under universal adult suffrage. So greal was
interesi that the percemagre, 74.8%, who furned out o
vote was Figher than in Jamaica, Barbados, and Trinidad
where the figures ranged between 53% and 65%.

Writing in his booklet One Hundred and thirty-three Doys Towards
Freedom in Guyenia Ashion Chase had this to say:
o April 27 1953 will remain ever green in the memory of
us. On this day several thousangd Guyarzse quietly but
resolutely struck a fierce blow ot the forces of imperialism.
In a clear and decisive manner the people expressed
confidence in the People s Progressive Party. They elected
ii5 hacarse of the militani stand which our party had aken
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on matlers affecting the workig class. Qur party was
strong and its unity unshateable. e had brought together
for the first time pofitically the two major racial groups in
the country — the people of Indian and African origin
Above all we presented a dynamic programme.

M Speaker, based on the recommendations of the Waddington
Commission which were accepted and incorporated inte law, and
enshrined in a new Constitution of 8 March 1952 and April 1953
respectively, not only were elections held for the first ime under universal
adult suffrage and a House of Assembly consisting of elected
representatives established but in addition, the first House of Assembiy
‘was called upon to elect six persons from among the elected persons to
‘be ministers. These six ministers were io be members of the Executive
Council.

Mr Speaker, allow me to describe the proceedings that culminated
in the election of the PPP ministers by referring to the minutes of the
Inaugural Meeting of the House of Assembly which reacs as follows:

The Honourable Member for the Corenfyne River, My
Khan, then moved the following Motion:

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: in accordance with the
provisions of Section 9(1} of the British Guiana
Constitution Order in Counci{ 1953, this House hereby
approves of the election of the follawing mentbers:

r

(heddi Jagan

LES Burnham

1

- Ashton Chose

t

5 King
- [P Latchmensingh and
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Friday 18 Muy 20002
- Jainanne Singh

io be members of the Executive Council in and for the
Colony as provided for under the Provisions of Section 5
of the British Guiana Constitution Order in Counci{ 1953.

The Motion was seconded by the Hon Member for Berbice
Rivey, Mr Ajodha Singh, and carried.

Mr Ashton Chase describes this new histeric development in the
evolution of constitutional and governance arrangements in British Guiana
as follows:

The ministerial system is new fo British Guiane. 1 is the
first time it was introduced. [In British Guiana like all
colupial territaries, ministers are vested with some sort of
responsibility. We do not have full responsibility for our
departments or subjects like the ministers in the United
Kingdom, for example, Ours is a subordinaie position; we
have guasi-responsibility.  We heve the shadow not the
substance of power. We are creatures of British
conrstitutional experimeniation,

Mr Speaker, we can clearly discern from this statement the high
level of political and ideological awareness and sephistication that was
to be found among the political leaders of that era. Small wonder why
Sir Gordon Griggisberg, the biographer of the then British Governor Sir
Alfred Savage, could confirm this when he wrote:

The new Constitution was a typical colonial one with an
Afvican pedigree and the Colonial Office seemed 1o have
been insensitive fo the effect of this on a relarively
sophisticated people.

Mr Speakerit s clear the backward and miserable socioeconomic
conditions obtaining at the time in the colony heiped create objective
cionditions for the acceptance ofthe PPP by the urben working class and
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the farmers in the countryside,

Under the astute and dynamic leadership of the best representatives
of the Guyanese working people a nationalistic, democratic, progressive
platform had been formulated and articulared. Its main pillars were the
demand for universal adult suffrage, constitutional and socioecanomic
reform and self-government leading to national independence. Under
this broad banner — everyone, inchuding nationalists, patriots, democrats,

revolutionaries. and communisis — afl had a role to play in the struggle
aganst coloniatism and its local manifestations,

A perusal of the records, Mr Speaker, of that time show that the
‘overarching consideration of the PPP and the new government was to
bring about improvement in the living and working conditions of the

workers and farmers. Karl Marx in his seminal work 4 Conrribution
to the Critique of Political Economy wrote,

Mankind abways seis itself only such problems as it can
sofve since looking at the matter more closely it would
atways be found that the task itself arises only when the
material condifions for its solution already exists or at
least is in the process of formation.

Mr Speaker, a perusal of the literature reflecting the views of the
icaders of the PPP at the time testifies to the fact that that era can be
charactenzed as a period of intense political debaie, sharp polemics and
political activism of a new kind never witnessed before in the lustory of
the colony.

Further, it was an era in which there was constant and relentless
struggle between radical and progressive political thought and action as
exemplified in the stand adopted by the PPP on the one hand, and the
conservaiive, backward and reactionary position adopted by the
privileged coicnial elite, the plantocracy, and big husiness interests on
the other,

Mir Spaaker, reports refiesting developinents ai {he fime suggest
115
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that the political landscape was inundated with & plethora of so-calied
independents, fellow travellers. opportunists, bandwagoners, fly-by- mght
politicians, all pursuing their narrow national interests and political
agendas, and at the same time vying for the crumbs thrown to them from
the master’s table. Many were alzo afflicted with red-carpet fever.

Mir Speaker, the era under which the momentous events of 18
May1953 took place was one that was marked by the beginning of the
national independence movement, a movement that roused the masses
of working people, raised their hopes and aspirations and provided them
with a greater awareness of their rights as individuals and as a people.

Mr Brindley Ben, the then Secretary of the British Guiana Pioneer
Youth League, the forerunner of the Progressive Youth Organization,
writing an article entitled Why the People Voted for the Peoples
Progressive Party had this to say:

The people heavily backed the PPP; they aftended
meetings of the House and listened to the debates. Those
who could not gain access to the Chambers stood outside
and cheered the members as they left or arvived,  They
calfed the ministers ‘peaple s Ministers’ and went to the
ministerial buildings in their scorves to lay their grievances
or to be given the Minister s advice.

Mr Speaker, the fixture of the PPP at the poles in 1953, its entry in
the House of Assembly and the election of six of its members to the
Executive Council signalled the beginning of the end of the eolonial era
and the dawn of an age of enlightenment for the Guyanese working man
and woman as well as the poor farmers in the countryside, a political
awakening, nay, renaissance, had begun.

The PPP though strongly supportive of and committed 1o the trade
uiion struggle for bread and butter issues, and for the advancement of
the rights and demands of the working class, was determined to elevate
the struggle on the industrial front to the political leve] since this was the
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only way the workers and farmers could realize their political aspirations,

Mt Speaker it was in this context that national and working class
unity was achieved for the first time in our country’s history, Tt was an
achievement, if not an experiment, of such great significance. thar
historians, politicians, trade unionists, men of Jetters, and students of
political science in years to follow would seek to draw lessons and
mspiration from, and take as a point of reference for critical analyses in
the constant but elusive search to bring about onice again national and
warking class unity that obtained in our country in the early 1950s.

Mr Speaker, as we reflect on such political processes it is apposite
to recall the words of Marx, who in his celebrated The 1864 Baumen
Luis Bowlevard had this to say;

Hegel remarked somewhere that all facts and personages
of great importance inworld history occur as it were twice.

He forgot to add the first time as tragedy the second as farce.

Mr Speaker, for the purpose of the record altow me 10 guickly
refer to some of the more important initiatives taken by PPP ministers
during the 133 days in office.

First, the Labour Relations Bill. The Labour Relations Bill was
to secure by law and practise the ight of freedom of association and the
nezhi for workers to organize and bargain collectivelywith their employers,
It was aimed at minimizing interunion rivalry and preventing periodical
disputes from halting production in industry.

It included two important provisions, (1} seeking to prohibit
victimization of workers, and (2) the right of trade union officials to visit
the place at which their members were engaged. Words of Ashton Chase,
Minister of Labour, Commerce and Tedustry

Second, the Education Bill. One of'the first acis in this sphere was
tor award 24 additional scholarships. The Education Minister announced
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these as people’s scholarships in commemoration of the overwhelraing
victory that we won on 27 April 1953, The announcement by the minster
of the abalition of dual control of schools brought down the Tower of
Babe] onus. The hullabaloo which was created then should have been
created before the dav of elections as our intentions were bold in print in
our manifesto, so also were our inténtions as regards remodelling our
education system itself ~ LFS Burnham, Minister of Education.

Finally, among others, was the repeal of the undesirable Publication
Ordinance. This atrocious undesirable Public Relations Ordmance was
the first to be repealed on a bill moved by our minister of education,
Thus aur first legislative act was a.direct mandate from the electorare.

Tn addition there were initiatives, Mr Speaker, treating with the lifting
ofthe ban on West Indian leaders; an amendment of the Rice Farmers
Security of Tenure Ordinance of 1945, passage of a resolution requesting
the President of the United States of America to exercise amnesty in the
case of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg; local government reform; social
security and workers compensation, and the appointment of working
peaple’s representatives to the boards and commmittees.

Mr Speaker, il was against tremendous odds that PPP ministers
worked hard to push through important reforms that would benefit the
Guyanese working people. Capturing the mood that prevailed at the
time and the atmosphere in which ministers were performing their duties,
this is what Mr Chase had to say:

ft ix even more nofeworthy when ohie lakes inlo account
how busy ministers were. We never lost the common iouch.
Many a night we spent ai group meetings, or wddressing
gatherings locked in by the bielection battle of Georgetown
north. We never shirked hard work as we thought
especially in ihe absence of a daily or weekly paper it was
oy ditly 10 go all over the country explaining our point of
view and the reasons for our vavious acts as well as getting
the fealings and opinions of others fo guide us in o work,
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Eew wonld dany thar the peaple s mivisters worked hard
in their brief spell of affice. It was a common feature io
Jind ministers af work on Sawrday afternoons and on
Sundays. Itwas even move commeon to find lights burning
i the minister 5 office wntil 11:00 pm and 12:00 midhi whi
with ministers delving fiuto frles and reports.

Of noteworthy importance was what Chase described as unity
unmatched. [n this regard he states:

Another irksome matter fo the officials, but one on which
the success of our parly depended was the unbreakable
unity that exisied among ministers, We abvays presented
a united front at meetings of our Majesty s Executive
Conncil. At all times we met privately m our Councit of
People s Ministers - a sysiem and term which they despised
and entreated us 1o change - and hammered cut oy
differences sinking personal opinions in the interesi of a
common and united fromnt.

Mr Speaker, it will be remiss of me, nay hisiorically inaccurate, if T
did not refer albeit briefly to the international context in which the pofitical
events of 1953 pocurred.

Once again Mr Speaker, an examination of literature available
reveals bevond the shadow of a doubt that many leaders of the PPP
were strongly influenced by international developments in Asia, Africa
and Europe. Of great influence was the revolution in Russia, the
establishment of the USSR, and eventually the socialist community of
states; the revolution in China; the winning of independence in India; the
struggle for freedom and independence in Kenya led by Jomo Kenyatta
and on the Gold Coast led by Kwame Nkrumab; as well as the struggles
raged by the people of Egypt under Nasser; in irag under Musadek; in
Algeria under Ben Bella and in Guatemala under Arbenz.

Mr Speaker the movement for national and social liberation in
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Guyana led by a united and progressive PPP lcadership was not 1o be
found wanting. The course they set for the country, the colonial imitations
notwithstanding was clearly aimed ai ensuring Guyana's rightful place in
the worldwide struggle for the right to self determination, national
independence, peace and social progress. In an article entitled #e
Plarmed Reform and Troops Came In, LES Burnham who had served
as minister of education said:

the PPF consisted of several shades of political opinions
with two common bases — a desire fo improve conditions
of the workers and the achievement of self government
with full democratic rights. Qur manifesto showed a
realization of our limiiations at this stage of development
and conseguently was nol even as revolutionary as the
Labour Party s policy

Mr Speaker, on 8 October 1953, after 133 days in office the Roval
Wells Fusiliers landed at Georgetown. A state of emergency was declared
by the Govemor, Sir Alfred Savage, the elected ministers were dismissed,
the House of Assembly prorogued and the Constitution suspended.

The comnwnist plot to cause disorder and overthrow the Government
was araison ére offered by the British colonialists to intervene mulitarity
in the cotony and remave the PPP from office.

Mr Speaker, the Guyanese working-class was struck a devastating blow.
Thank you. {Appiense]

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.

Hon Member Mr Vincent Alexander,

Mr Vincent L Alexander: Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, on
behalf of'the People’s National Congress/Reform | rise this afternoon to
associate our party with the event which we seek to commemorate today.
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The People’s Nattonal Congress/Reform recognizes the People’s
Progressive Party of 1953 as the predecessor party to the People's
National Congress/Reform today and the People’s Progressive Party/
Civic today. We recognize that 1953 marked a historic moment in the
life of the country, but we also recognise that we did not reap all of the
successes which were hoped for

S0, Mr Spealer, as we look back to 1953 inthe People’s National
Congress/Refortn what is most important is for us to reflect and to leam
from the lessons of 1953 and that period,

We are of the view that there is much that could be said of that
penad, but at the same time we feel that Guyana would be better ofFif
we learn from the lessons of thar period. And we say that, Mr Speaker,
in the context of a Guyana today, where there are people who would say
that all of our years, from as far back as adult suffrage onto today, have
been wasted years because the country has not moved forward.

T am not putting this forward as my position but I am saying that
there are Guyanese, and | am quite sure we all read the national press,
who take that posilion and so for us it is crtical that more than celebraie
we should reflect and learn from that past, Because if we do not learn
from the past we are likely to repeat the nmstakes of the past and in so
doing the country is none the better off,

So Mr Speaker, one of the first observations in that regard which {
would like to make is the fact (hat the 74% turnout referred to by my
Hanourable colleague on the other side has recently been the figure in
dispute. There are researchers who have argued that in fact the turmout
was not 74%, it was more in the vicimty of 50%, and, therefore, the
B0% which were garnered by the PPP at that time did not represent as
massive & mass movement as we had been led to believe.

Ang 1 make that point Mr Speaker, because in the spirit of reflecting

we need to understand i in some regard we did not become too caught
up in the euphoria of the moment and did not take stock of some of the
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realities that we should have been dealing with,

Mr Speaker we also observed that that government in 1953 was
suspended. We agree that the British were wrong to do 80, but we ask
ourselves what are (he lessons to be learnt from the fact that the British
could have done so and could have found some point of articulation for
doing so.

We are of the view, Mr Speaker, that while it is true that the PPP of
12353 brought together the masses of Guyanese in terms of the ethnic
mosaic of Guiana, that that was not sufficient for the survival of the party.
In fact for any party to survive there has to be ideational oneness that
can take that party forward. It became evident subsequently that one of
the lessons to be learnt from the era of 1933 is that one cannot pedal
unity on things with the exception of ideational oneness.

It is the absence of that said oneness which resulted in the demise
of the PPP and led to the emergence of the PPP as it is presently
constituted and the People’s National Congress as presently constituted
- two separate branches from what was essentially one root in the first
instance.

So it 18 in that context Mr Speaker, for example, that the People’s
National Congress/Reform today still seeks to address the question of
umty and in so doing has arrived at a conclusion that a good basts upon
which we may explore the building and the realization of unity i3 shared
governance. But, more than that, we have proposed that for that to
succeed ihere must be a consensual plan agreed to by the partners in
that shared governance, And from that we are exhibiting that what we
have learnt from the experience of 1953 where, to a large extent, what
eventually happened was possible because of the absence of oneness in

terms of approach to how issues of the nation should have been dealt
with,

Mr Speaker, we are also of the view that another lesson to be
tearnt from the incidents of 19533 isthat whatever you believe in has to
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be articulated and pursued within the euvironment with which you are
trying to realise that beliel and we are of the view that one ofthe reasons
for the faiture in 1953 and thereafier had to do with a lack of appreciation
of the geopolitical realities, hence those realities crushed that movemen
and refarded the process - cannot move it with itself trying to initiate
And 5o for us that is another lesson that we have got to learn. Evenin
the world today one has to come to grips with the global environment
within which one seeks to pursue national pursnits and to understand
that if one does not clearly appreciate the environment, and come up
with the necessary strategy and tactics to survive in that environment
ther one would be crushed.

So, Mr Speaker, as I stand today to associate my party with the
Motion, I stand in recognition of the fact that what happened in 1953 did
represent, at that point in time, some progress. it did represent a hght on
the horizor, but in the final analysis we did not reap the seeds that were
intended, we did not have the harvest which we hoped for, and, therefore,
for the People’s National Congress/Reform the tmost important of today’s
activity has got to be a reflection, a determination of why did we not
reap the harvest intended and how we can ensure we do not commit the
same mistakes again so that we would have learnt from our experience,

It 15 in that confext that we lend our support to this Motion and it is
in that context that we say that rather than euphoria, rather than
celebration, it is really a time for reflection and that some 50 vears after
1953 that the Communiqué of 2003 represents the possibility of a new
beginning, represents the possibility of us moving forward inunity.

And, therefore, [ ask the Honourable House to see this moment a8
one of reflection and one of great possibiliies, possibilities which we ¢an
only realize if we learn from the mistakes — some of which T have identified
—and ifwe seek to maove forward in unison, ifwe seek to move forward
as one so that we can realize the dream which was dreamt way back in
1933

I cannot say Mr Speaker that we have that perfect unity, that ideal
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unity that is desirable.

1 cannot say, Mr Speaker, that on behalf of my party [am host to all
that is happering today. In many regards Iam guest and we are guests,

And we would hope Mr Speaker, that as we seek to move this
country forward we would not have to be guests in our own honie, that
we all can be hosts and we alf can be authors of the country’s future.

Thank you. [Applause]
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member,
Hon Minister of Fisheries, Other Crops and Livestock,

Hon Saivadeow Sawh: Mr Speaker L rise to lend support to the Motion
under discussion here this afternoon, laid in Parliament by the Hon
Minister Clement Rohee.

Mr Speaker, there comes a time tn every nation’s history when one
can pause and reflect upon important occasions and events that have
played an important rele in the development of society and the
development of its people. And I rather suspect Sir, that thereis no one
here today who would deny that the fiftieth anmversary celebrations,
which this Motion addresses, is one such occasion,

Mr Speaker | wish to speak on four issues of the period that
constitutes the Motion under discussion.

First of all on the formation of the Political Affairs Committee - the
forerunner of the PPP - the PAC had at its formation in 1946 enunciated
its aim as that of establishing a strong, disciplined, and enlightened party
equipped with the theory of scientific socialism, For the very first time in
the crown colony of British Guiana an organized group would coneern
itself with this subject of scientific socialism.

And, Mr Speaker, if we are truly to do justice to this debate here in
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this Honourable House today, it is important, as the Honourable Member
who spoke priorto me chserved, for us to reflect deeply on the historical
antecedents, the events that have led us to the point where we are today,
and objectively and truthfilly analyze it in terms of where we came from
and where we are today.

At a symposium held at Freedom House anditorium in 1986, some
very important personalities spoke at what was then the fortieth
anniversary celebration of the formation of the PAC. Twishto recognize
at least two of those very distinguished persons in our midst here among
others. whom we are very happy and pleased to have with us - 50 years
since this historic event.

Former President Janet Jagan dealt with the topic The Formation
of the Political Affairs Commitree. She traced the earty beginnings of
Cheddi Jagan's involvement in the struggles of sugar workers, the search
for persons interested in progressive ideas, the meefing with HIM
Hubbard, then general secretary of the BGTUC who introduced them
to Ashton Chase, assistant general secretary of the BG Labour Union
which was founded by HN Critchlow, and the degision 1o form the PAC.
She mentioned the influence of the defeat of fascism, the anticolonial
struggles particularty of India and referred ro the formation of the first
women'’s organization in the country - the Women's Political and
Economic Organization.

Strong action was taken by the PAC in support of striking sugar
and bawate workers and also infernational solidanity became a practice.
Mr Ashton Chase, author and trade umonist gave a well informed
disseriation on the labour movement’s growth over the years, His topic
was The Frade Uiion Movement in the 19405 He reviewed the early
beginnings of trade unionism, the hostility of the ruling class and the weak
numerical 2nd financial status of most of them.

Dr Cheddi Jagan spoke on the topic The Contribution of the
PAC to the Political Struggles in the 1940s. He mentioned the defeat
of fascism, the ingpiring role of the Soviet armyy and the ouster of Churchili
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in England by the Labour Party which had put socialism on its plank, He
said his winning the seat of a legislature gave a fillip to plans for the laying
of the foundation for the PPPin 1950,

These were some of the events Mr Speaker, that brought us 1o the
stage ol the formation of the People’s Progressive Party.

M Speaker, permit me to quote from the writing of Hon Brindley
Ben in Thunder where he said in an article entitled Cheddi Jagan,
Champion of the National Liberaiion Struggle, Architect of
ndependence:

In the hatlowed chambers where the representatives of the
British, the planters and the accepiable local elife debated
over the methods by which the exploitation of the natives
way to be carried o, o fone voice emerged 1o challenge
the empire ened undermine its foundation. In his victory
speech he said, ‘we the people have won, now the struggle
will begin.’

By his well-researched and elegantly articulated arguments
on behalf of the suffering masses Cheddi Jagarn made good
his pledge 10 bring the peaple to the parliament, but the
astute politician was fully conscious of the fact that logical
arguments, though important, conld not be the sole basis
of change that was necessary. (Grass roots mobilization
ways essential so he ook the parfiamend to the people.

M Speaker, thus the formation of the People’s Progressive Party
in 1950,

The second gspect of my presentation, as [ said, deals with the
1933 eleclions campaign iself and T think it was extremely instructive
when we read The West on Triod woitten by the late President Jagan to
see what transpired duning that historic election campaign, Permit meif
you will Mr Speaker, Lo quote from The Weston Trial, page 112,
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Our campeigning in 19353 brought us into confact with
working people afl over the country with the exception of
the interior. We did noi have enough funds to make
CXPERSIVe trips (o the remole areas that was why we
contested only 22 of the 24 seais.

My wife ways in charge of Essequibo and West Demerara;
I was responsible for the East Coast of Demerara and
Berbice while My Burnham conducted the campaign in
(reorgetown.

D Jagan further wrote:
This division was forced upon us for we had soon
discovered that Mr Burnham was not one of those whe
Wwere prepared io undertake arduous work, He had pever
ventred very far away from Georgetown and had made
Jew conributions to the party s newspaper.

Dr fagan also wrote:

The opposition had no real programme and made no real
effori (o criticize our programme, instead it delved inio
personalities and devoted time and energies to a large
number of irvelevant red herrings. In this campaign the
opposition had the support of big business with the press
as its powerful weapon. The churches oo played a big
rafe in opposition o us.

In our colonial society the hierarchy of the Anglican
Church was closely identified with the raling party. The
spokesian for organized Hinduwism was JB Singh and
pitled against him in his former constituency in West
Demerara weas owr candidate Fred Bowman.

And, Mr Speaker, if only for the records, and for our young people
who we hope would read that buok and this debate some time, what 1
am about o read to youis of extrems importance — the battle between

2



Fridap 16 Moy 2003

Fred Bowman and the respecled Dr 113 Singh. Dr Jagan wrote:

This contest was remarkable in several respects and the
contrast between these candidates was dramatic. 1'red
Bowman was o humble sugar worker of the shovel gang,
the kindly, quiet spoken, good natured Dv Singh oh the
other hand was a member of the Legislative Council for
nearly 21 years, part of which time he had served in the
Executive Council and on imporiant boards and
committees. Fred Bowman was an African standing
against an Indicer in aie Indian-dominated constifuency.
Bowman s victory over Dr Singh was, perfips, the most
significant. He polled 42% of the votes against Py Singh s
26%. Another important victory was in the Georgetown
south constituency where Ashion Chase defeated Peter
D ‘Aguiar who polled only 29% of the votes.

And of course Dr Jagan faced off against the respected Dr Rohan
Sharples. Dr Jagan wrote:

Dr Sharples polled only 1,238 votes compared with my
6,233 votes. This defeat was a severe biow o his prestige
and he never really recovered from the shock. Bul ihe
most imporiant cuicome of the elections was the complete
rout of the racists, the League of Colonred People and the
Fast Indian Association. Irwas a symbol of national unity.

So this was the elections in 1953, Mr Speaker, that really galvanized
peopte across racial and working class lines and we were able to move
our country forward quickly.

[ want to touch quickly, Mr Speaker, on some of the things that the
PPP was able to implement during its 133 daysin office because, as we
saiicd, this was the representative ol the people, for the first time delivering
the goods in terms of enhancing their social well-being. And we all will
agree. Sir, that there can be no history of Guyana without the history of
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the People’s Proyressive Party being writien during this period of our
lives.

And more than that Mr Spcaker, it was the PPP that first placed
Guyana on the map of the world. Though our country is small, by our
deeds it became known throughout the world, deeds which were
honourable because they were rooted in struggle and based on patriotism
and working ¢lass internationalism. This is part of the address that Ly
Jagan hinwself delivered as General Secretary to our party’s congress in
1975;

The PPP was born in struggle and rooted in the working
class. The bulletswhich smuffed out the lives of the Enmore
Martves acted as a catalyst agend. We fought for freedom,
democracy, human rights and socialism.

And very soon we will be observing another independernce
celebration - and this is what Dr Jagan said:

We strove untiringly for netional independence. At the very
heginning we declared that our people wonld never be
ahle to exercise their humanity wunless our counlyy was
Jree from coloniad Fule and foreign domination.

As you know Mr Speaker, there are some today who try to belittle
the contributions of our party and our leaders in 1erms of the struggle for
aur independence. But he wrote that ours was not just a struggle in
abstraction, we combined the long-term with the immediate.

If we were to reafize our goals of independence and socialism then
we must have democracy, he declared. And that was the rallying cry
that galvanized the people - democracy, ultimately the denial of
democracy - and then the winning of democracy agpin by the PPP in
1992 He says for us the first biow for democracy was the fight for
universal adult suffrage.

This pointedly addresses the Motion before us teday Mr Speaker. Dr
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Jagan said:

Today many take for granted that everyone is entitled to vote bul
still {here are quile a few who are unaware that it was the PPP which first
called before the Waddington Constitution Commission in 1931 for the
right of everyone to vote without qualification and for the voting age to
bereduced to age 18.

A determined move was made to block us from propagating
revolutionary ideas. We know of the Luckboo Subversive Literature
{Amendment) Bill,

Mr Speaker, Dr Jagan wrote that we advocated not only the free
dissemination of ideas, but we also opposed restrictions on the free
movement of Guvanese. For four years, from 1953 to 1957, many PPP
leaders were restricted to the areas where they lived and could not move
about. Our concern about human rights was also shown by our firm
stand against the hated doctrine of apartheid which was then practised
by the South African government.

Another strong plank of the PPP was freedom of association
particularly as it affected the nuhts of workers to belong to a trade union
oftheir choice. By its dynamic and forceful struggle the PPP did its duty
to the Guyanese and mterational working class, Tt s true to say that in
Guyana teday, there is no important facet of life which the People's
Progressive Party did not pioneer - education, health, agriculture, banking
- whatever.

The achievement in 1951 of one of the most advanced celonial
constitutions was in itself an indirect help to freedom fighters elsewhere.
Standing steadfast to principle the PPP was the only party u1 the Caribbean
which did not join the US cold war bandwagon, Tt did not tack-and-
turn and make deals with imperialism, It did not assume an oppormnistic
position even in the face of grave difficulties.

Mr Speaker, it established links and lent suppott to national
hiberation movemenis the world over. And it is not without significance
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to note that when the Constitution was suspended in October 1953 the
British ruling class in a White Paper declared that we had been supporting
terrorists in Malaysia and Kenya. But time has vindicated our stand, he
said, when the PPP did not join the wolf pack in blockading Cuba. Dr.
Jagan wrote:

We are proud that we played a role however small in bringing
independence to many colonies and socialism to Cuba.

In the eyes of the PPP, genuine proletarian internationalism is an
essential aspect of true patriotism. One of the PPP's greatest achievements
was the forging of unity between the major ethnic groups, Blacks and
Indians. And in many other ways the PPP fulfilled its role as the vanguard
party. We were the first in the Caribbean to attack the Puerto Rican
economic planning model which was held up in the late 1940s as the
panacea of the ills facing the Guyanese and Caribbean people.

When we pointed out the weakness of the Caribbean Federation as

a glorified crown colony and refused to joint it we were attacked. Many of
the shortcomings of CARIFTA and CARICOM which the PPP from the
very beginning exposed because of its wary view are now coming to light.

And Mr. Speaker, even on the question of dress reforms we were
the first to introduce the shirt-jack. We pioneered the way in emphasizing
our own history and culture.

The PPP government cancelled the lease to the golf club known as
the National Park, one of the bastions of colonial privilege.

And above all we were the first to propagate the ideology of
Marxism/Leninism.

So these were the achievements and even looking at them today,
they are impressive by any standards.
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Byt the PPP also took a principled position in terms of its
internationalist outlack. In an article written by former President Janet
Jagan she wrote and spoke about some of the things that the PAC did
even hefore the PPP's formation - fraternal support to the struggle in
South Aftica - and this was way back in the 1940s Mr Speaker - to
striking British workers and to sigar workers in Cyba fighting for better
conditions.

Perhaps its strongest contribution to the principle of internationalisim
was during the Canadian seamen’s strike in thel 9405 when their union
called a world-wide strike on all Canadian ships manned by union
members.  Two ships were at the time in porl Georgetown and our
members immediately joined the strike. It extended solidarity to the
South African people’s struggle; international solidarity in the areas of
protests to the people of Nicaragua, Grenada and many other countries,

Finally Mr Speaker, one should look at the working class and racial
unity and what it was then and where we are today. 1 wishto develop
this point by making a quotation from no less a distinguished personage
than your good self, Mr Speaker Writing an article entitled Class lekology
and Identification Challenges for a Political Party, a form of lecture
you delivered, you wrote:

The PPP s electoral victory of 1933 confirmed for the first
time i the history of Guyana the great potential for ethnic
wity in political action. It confirmed the correcness of
the PPPs approach o theoretical and orgamizational
matters, particylarly coalifion building.

That as it was then is indeed what il should be today. Tt was
necessary then and is necessary roday, Again, T come back to the point
made by oy colleague on the other side when he spoke about the need
fior us to learn from the past. We must fearn from the past if we are to
understand where we are today and develop a consensus on the way
forward.
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The people’s victory of 1953 Mr Speaker, showed us in whatever
form that there is unity in strength. For too long our people have sutfered
for many reasons - betrayals, corruption, all sorts of meandering - but
Wwe must pause today to recognize that throughout our history the missing
element has been the unity of the working people. We have to work to
bring back those days of the 1950s,

[ feel the greatest tribute that we can deliver to our forefathers, our
ancestors, is to ensure that we leamn the lessons of the 19503 and strive
to work to put them in correct perspective today because we have a
nation to build. And as we salute our great ancestors, people of all
nations and creeds, let us ensure that we do justice to their dreams, their
struggles and their sacrifices fior we are the children of those who struggled
m the [950s.

Let us work together to ensure that our children and their children
and generations to come would understand and appreciate the sacrifices
made by those brave citizens of Guyana in the 1950, even priar to then,
and after the 1950s,

So Mr Speaker, [ have great pleasure in associating myself with
this Motion as propesed, and hope that our country will unite and move
forward.

Long live the unity of the peaple of Guyana,
Thank you. [4pplause]

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.
Hon Member Mrs Sheila Holder.

Mrs Sheila Holder: Mr Spesker, from the perspective of GAP/WPA
the party | represent, the heroic achievement of the 1953 period is closely
linked with that of Dr Cheddi Jagan and Mr Forbes Burnham, the
founding fathers of Guyana’s major political party ~ ihe People’s
Progressive Party.
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From our perspective the achievement was the winning of self-
government through unity of the Guyanese people fifty years ago. Aftes
universal adult suffrage was fought for and won, winning political power
for the masses was & mission that preoccupied the energies of thai
generation. This burning desire served as the impetus for wining political
power forthe masses from whence they came. 1t was an accomplishmen
that was achieved with courage and flair worthy of commendation or
this occasion,

From this vantage point it is admirable that Minister Clement Rohes
has sought to steer this session of the Eighth Pariament of the Nationa
Assembly of Guyana toward a respiie to ponder their achievements at ¢
time when the first courageous steps in this troubled political era are
being taken to reform the Parlizment of Guyana.

Acknowledging the fact that there are many others in the Housg
today far more competent than me to reflect on the historical details o
that period from the vantage point of their personal experiences, I prefer
to focus instead on the realities of the colonial period and to remind this
Honourable House that it was a period when men and women like former
President Janet Jagan, Mr Brindley Ben, Jessie Burnham, Clinton Wong,
Jainarine Singh, Ashton Chase and our own Hon elder/ieader Fusi
Kwayana, formerly Sydney King.

Mr Speaker, these Guyanese courageously stood up and resisted
the injustices inherent in British rule that was synonymous with white
dominance and the acknowledgement of the rights ofkings of queens. It
is appropriate that we should be reminded that there was once a Peter
Rose who fought for the maintenance ofthe system of exclusion of the
masses from self-determination and self-governance.

[t is wholly appropriate that we should be reminded that we are not
each other’s enemties but each other's keepers and brothers and sisters
who once fought our true enemies side by side.

Perhaps Mr Speaker this is indeed an opportunity being provided
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for our peopleto realize that as we squabble over the governance of a
rapidly shrinking national card our external adversaries from the trade
liberalization and ylobalization march are gaining ground on us through
the employment of an awesome cultural trade machinery.

Mr Speaker, fifty vears ago when the colonial shackles were still
upon us the Legislative Council came into existence. Such phrases, [
understand, as Exco-Legco they were the language of the day used with
reference to what we know today as the Cabinet and the Legisiative
Assemnbly. There was also an Upper House, [ understand, called the
State Council and a Constitution known as the Kingdom Edition, F'was
told. But, all inall, the abjective then was to lift the heavy weight of
poverty off the backs of our people. The baton has been passed on to
successive generations and those of us wheo sit today in this Honourable
House, Mr Speaker, must reglize that the task remains the same — the
alleviation of perenmial poverty and intrinsic internal and external injustices
still being experienced generally by our people. Today, our task shoukd
be to ensure that the fundamental principles of democracy for which
many Guvanese fought during the ensuing fifty years would indeed become
areality.

The litrus test, I believe, will thenbe a Guyana where the rights of
minorities are assured, where the separation of power principle would
be adopted. where national elections would no longer be a traumatic
experience they currently are, and where the Guyanese people would
come to understand that their rights, their power and responsibilities are
entrenched in the power of the people.

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.

Hon Member Mr Cyril Belgrave.

Mr Cyril CL Belgrave: 1 am proud to stand and to acknowiedge the
Maotion moved by Cde Rohee in refalion to the period in which a spark
was lit in this countey in 1933,

The ressun wity T Gt speak is ihat us s youngster, | ioined thai trai
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in terms of our struggle. There are few persons who are sitting in this
House, who would have experienced the period which as a youngster
myself and others passed through, for we walked with those leaders, we
talked with them, and we understood the real purpose of their struggle.

Growing up, I heard all the great things about freedom and
liberty, but then I was to experience these things just outside of my home,
in my life. So I joined the band of those youngsters in the Pioneer Youth
League which was then headed by one of our guests here today, Brindley
Horatio Ben, to learn or gain this experience.

I walked with them and understood that the 70% and more
mentioned as not a reality, but I can tell you I saw it. I was at these
meetings held in the city of Georgetown in particular. I can name all of
our meeting areas — Parade Ground, Bourda Green, Cummings and
Middle Streets, Carmichael and New Market Streets, Kingston, Kitty —
which I was about to learn and gain from.

What I learnt in that period is that the important thing is for a
people to manage their own affairs. That is very very important.

Some may not understand that the British did not give the
concession of adult suffrage because they were so happy and lovable to
us. It was gained via the Waddington Constitution Commission, by way
of struggle, by way of protests, by way of actions. [Interruption]

Yes, protests helped us, there is no doubt about that. I stood many
times to hear the leaders speak at the parade Ground, leaders like Cheddi
Jagan, Forbes Burnham, Jainarine Singh, Clinton Wong, who all made
their impact on the people just a few feet away from where the governor
lived at the State House. The only message they gave there was 'we want
to be free people; we want to manage our own affairs for the
development of this country.'

For this reason when 1 started I said that a spark was lit. That
period was the jumping-off point from which this struggle started. I
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know as & fact, and I expericnced when domestics were lowly paid,
sometimes they were paid by way of foodstuffs from the kitchen, There
was & siruggle by an organization formed a litte later by the Women's
Progressive Organisation which made that challenge, and at the helm of
that organisation was Janet Jagan.

I can remembet the experience of watching 1953 after the elections
when our three women, three Js, Janet, Jessie and Jane, walked into that
Parligment Chambers. It was a large turnout and a big crowd of women
so happy to see that women had taken the position in political struggle
by being part and parcel of it, because women were excluded. We must
bear in mind that certain women had the privilege but the working class
worman was excluded from these struggles and there it was these women,
giants of women - one sits here and two are deceased — walked into that
honourable Chamber with their heads held high and the cheers of our
people greeting them. It was a honourable period for me as a youngster
17 years old. fApplause]

I canremember, dear friends - you may not know what took place
because some of you may not have been even in embryonic form then to
understand - when the thought went out that blood is running in the streets
of Georgetown, St Georges Church is painted inred, a fabrication by
some alleged honourable men, bishops, Catholic and English and other
politicians who faited to capture the vote from the people in 1953, ‘Blood
runs in the streets of Georgetown’ - not even 3 little pin bored somebody’s
hand, not onedrop ofblood. St George’s Church was as pure as white
and not in any way diluted by viriue of the remarks.

But those remarks were intended to challenge, as Minister
Satyadeow Sawh was telling you, the intended gain that was expected
from this PPP regitme in 1953 for the working class people. Do vou
know what it was doing there? 1t was bringing not only the people of
Guyana together but it was going to be a beacon, and it was a beacon
for many other countries in the Caribbean which followed us and sought
their independence. fApplase ]
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Comrades, that historic day when the soldiers landed m this country
atler the suspension of the Constitution - you cannot feel i, Tfelt it - we
were all there at the Transport Wharf'and anxious, *Soldiers coming,’
evervbody went down at Transport Wharf to see the soldiers because
there was no riot, no quarrel, no problem in this country, but the soldiers
arrived and my dear friends they came here with fixed bayonets, platoon
after platoon with their guns pointing on the crowd. Do you know when
we started to run? It was when somebody in the crowd said they come
to shoet us. Myou see scatteration,

A large group of people tumed out who were not in anyway
apgressive to the Crown, not in anyway aggressive to the governor, but
curious to see soldiers landing in this couniry. Do you know that wasa
day that was decried?

The people in this country were terribly depressed for thereit was
that a happy-go-lucky people were challenged by outside forces Lo
destroy their true representatives who were willing to fight for their cause.

Cdes, it isaknown fact that the British in no way, during that period,
gave up colonies and gave independence to colonies. You must try to
enlighten yourself about that period. Youngsters must try toleam from
that history, even some of the young ones here (and those not so young)
who were not there, must try to capture that period in your own mind so
as to know what took place then and to understand what we have gone
through to arrive where we are today.

[ would not want to put labels on people but a lot of people “rat
out” of that system, & lot of people who at that time were part and parcel
of the struggle and willing to throw their fists in a challenge to the
plantocracy, a challenge to the governor, and & challenge to the Crown.

When the pressure came some of the people ‘ratout’. And Ican
tell you that Dr Jagan and his team stood steadfast with the ship and
suffered the consequences. Some were detained, some restricted.

My leader of the PY( was restricted to Berbice and could net
11/32



Friday 16 May 2003
come to meetings to discuss with us the development of the youths.

Dr Jagan was restricted and later imprisoned.
Mirs Jagan our former President, was attacked, was imprisoned.
Ramkarran was imprisoned.

Do you believe the imprisanment that they suffered was because
the British loved you, the citizens of'this land? No way!

They loved their suger, they loved their rum, they loved the bauxite,
they loved all the catches that they could have gotten. They extracted the
wealth, the gold and diamond from this couatry and were very perturbed
when a government, a people, rose up to challenge their authonty.

This is exactly what occurred in the period of 1953. We were
challenging the authority of our masters so bad that they were saying that
blood was running in the streets of Georgetown.

1 say Cdes and friends that 1953 was a great moment in my life and
Y am sorry that many of you were not part, or were too young, to be part
ofthat period. It changed my whole momentum in life, it changed my
strategy of living because then T might have been living for myyselfbut 1
was taught m 1953 from the struggle that so be it I must live with and for
others.

That is when I joined the trade union movement under the eye of
one Mr Ashton Chase who was then a stalwart in the frade Bon
movement and we continued that level of struggle. Things went sour,
things wert bad, don’t let me lay blame now, maybe at some other forum
or discussion 1 can cast my blame and show my reasons to believe while
persons who professed to be democratic and fighting the forces of
oppression, other persons were antiworking class. T can say all those
things but this isn’t the right forum.

The forum here s to join with Minister Rohee and jom with you
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who have joined with us to say that 1953 was a great period in the
history of this country. [t changed the whole situation of control of man
by man, to control by the people. This is what we are doing today, we
are sitting in this august Assembly which you could not have dong in the
past.

In those days you had to be a man with property, you had to be
able to get a vote or to be elected. Today you don’t have to get that,
you go ta the people and you “talk-talk” and they decide you are the
nght party, as they have done with us, to lead and so be it you will
continue to lead until you are removed from office.

I say 1953 was a momentous occasion for me and I proudiy
associate myself with Minister Rohee and others who have spoken well
on this issue.

Thank you. fdpplause]
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.

Hon Member Mr Dey,

Mr Ravindra Dev: Mr Speaker, I rise to speak on the Motion before
the House where we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the elections
0f 1933 and we pay tribute to those who played arole in the achievement
of that victory.

No one candoubt that 1953 was a glorious period in the history of
our country. No one can deny thai. Because from the very first time in
the history of what at that time was a colony, going back over 300 years,
the people of this country had selected 2 group of men and women to
speak ontheir behalf. When welook back at that period, af least when

IHook back at that period one thing that strikes me is the youthfulness of
those individuals.

For that alohe we have to pay tribute because it took a certain
boldness, a definite, tremendous amount of courage to have looked at
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the ramparts and to have stormed them and say we want to speak for
the downtrodden and those who did not have a voice before. As ¥
listened to Mr Belgrave, I was struck by his sincerity as he recounted
what had transformed him as an individual.

1 wasbom just before that period and [ also grew up with my father
and grandfather who in their small way, their own subaltern way, had
played their part in that struggle and had been transformed by it. So
while most of us might not have been there in person at the time 1 am
sure all Guyanese have in their own lives had to grapple with the reality
of what occurred in 1953, because it is not that long ago, for we have
individuals who were there, who were the leaders of that struggle right
here with us.

But 1 want to say that today, as we look back, we can't keep
casting our eyes backward, We have to look forward and it isin ihat
spirit that I want to devote the rest of my comments.

If that group of leaders, that band of brave men and women 5o
early on in the histary of the British empire dared to struggle, and even 1o
bring their voices to the attention of the colonists, then we have to ask
the question whyis it we have fallen so far from the goals as articulated

by Mr Belgrave who participated in that struggle.

The goals he spoke about — freedom, liberty, freedom from want,
all - I think we can see today that they are still very far from our grasp.
So we must look back, we must pay tribute to that era and to the people
who crafted that victory, but we have to look forward and we have to
ask how is it we have failed? We have failed. We have fo be honest
because in not having reached those yardsticks that Mr Belgrave
articulated, we have failed. This failure has resulted in the resignation of
many of our people. Our people can be found in every country of the
world today and in each of those countries we have achieved and achieved
greatly. We are leaders in each of those countries. In New York City
every day the Mayor of Schenectady comes down and recruits Guyanese
to goup to Schenectady to rebuild the city. He actually comes down to
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New York City to recruit Guyanese to go up to Schenectady to go help
10 rebunld their city. Therefore, Guyanese are seen as builders, as creators,
as achievers.

So whatever failure we have fallen into in this country it is not the
people. Itisa failure, 1 say, of the leaders. It is a faiture of leadership.
And 1 say this not 1o casiigate or to berate or to put down anyone,
because leaders are those who put themselves up to lead and they are
supposed to be like individuals on the crest of a wave who canlook a
little further than the people, who can have a greater horizon than the
people and so be able to chart a course that does not end in failure. So
if there is failure the leaders have to take the blame. Ifthereis success
leaders take the credit.

Today I would like to delineate two aspects of this failure. One s
ideological and the other personal. Twill start with the latter.

Without question there are world leaders who allow ambition to
gvercorhe what they themseives articulated as the goals for this country.
No question that they were leaders who put their own interests ahead of
those of the country. But there will always be leaders like that. Man by
definition is not perfect. Perfection lies only in God. So by definition
men will falter.

It comes down, therefore, with the ideology, the ideas that we put
forward. Such ideas, such ideology has to encompass human fraiities
and human weaknesses and to be able to avercome or control those
weaknesses and create istitutions where the interest of the people can
be furthered. So in that sense even this aspect of failure was a failure of
leadership. The leaders themselves did not build institutions to curb
what will always be there, human frailnes and human weakness.

I come back therefore to the ideology because we ail have to be
guided by someideology. We hear nowadays people talk it's the end «f
history, there is no ideology. All ofus have to be guided by some ideas
or else we are merely existing, there wili be no goal, no forward thnust to
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take us anywhere. So we come back to the ideology that guided these
men and women.

Both offsprings of the early PPP, the present PPP and the PNC
accepted that they were guided by the ideology of Mandsm/Leninism,

Now, I amnot here to go into any great anaiysis of that ideclogy
but merely to say that Mandism/Leninism is and remains a tool that no
one can say does hot have refevance to the reality. It is and remains a
tool. The problem was that many individuals confused the epistemological
tool, atool for gaining knowledge, with the reality, with the ontological
reality that the tool purported to examine.

So for example when we hear of this great unity of 1953, it was
touted as an organic unity, the unity of class interest because the theory
said s0. Today, we can look back and understand and accept that ethnic
differences were always there. Mr Busi Kwayana as far back as 1947
talked about the campaign in Buxton when he was castigated for
supporting Dr Jagan based on his ethnicity. It was always there, so for
us to talk about who practiced ‘apanjat’ or who practiced (he campaign
ofrace... Ifyou go back to those early campaigns those are recurring
motifs. Simply dismiss it

To say those people were opportunists just to paste a label does
not grapple with the reality. To label something is not to explain it, and
not to explain it is not to deal with jt, and not to deal Wwith it i5 to ensure
that it will remain there to haunt s in the future.

It is this refusal to take that tool of Marxism/Leninism to apply it
and to, in my view, modify it as others have taday dore, (0 deal with the
reality of how to deal with where we were as a peoplein going forward,

1 thork that was, T don’t say a faliure, because it s easy for us 1o
look back and in hindsight use these very affiimative statements, butasa
people ifwe areto go forward we have to look back as to-what was the
analysis, how did we confuse the realities with the tool and in going
forward ensure that we don't repeal that mistake or we may have the
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confision that we hear in the background.

[ say that what has passed is a failure of both parties, the PPP and
the PNC. Itis not that we should at this point even have any measure as
to who failed more or who failed less. Guyana is at a historical juncture.
There are the very basic initial steps, which I commend, where we are
beginning to see that we have to work together again to, in a sense,
maybe recreate that unity that we had at that golden momest that flashed
acrass the sky so briefly.

But I say that if we are to make that unity in any way meaningfid it
must be based on reality. And what is that reality? That we have to
gbandon any notion of unity meaning unanirmity — there will always be
disagreements.

We have to accept that as a fact of human consciousness that we
will see things differently and that we can’t just label pecple, castigate
thetn, throw them out and exclude them just because they see things
differently. We have to say and echo the words of Cromwell that in the
bowels of Christ I may be wrong, Wehave to have that acceptance that
my position may be wrong and that I must give a listening to the other
side.

The unity therefore we see are at two levels in two moments, One
is political unity. Cur party does not believe that Guyana can go forward
unless there s political unity between the representatives of the two major
ethnic blees in this country and to be blunt that is the PPP and PNC,

There has to be some form of working toward the common good,
working toward the henefit of the Guyanese people. Thereis no other
way. Fifty years of experience - bitter experience - even experience
today, not only last night, today’s experience shows us that there is no
other way as to the exact form such 2 unity will take. We are creative
enough to do that, but I say we have to accept the principle that there
has to be a political working together of these two major blacs for this
countty to go forward,
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1 would like to say also that that unity at a political level can only be
meaningful if it is matched by a unity in us seeing ourselves with some
level of tagetherness, with some level of identity in how we define
ourselves in terms of our own identity

There has been much discussion as to the existence of multiethnic
realities within a state. Ithink the days are long gone where we have to
insist that everyone has to be assimilated into someone’s vision, be it the
British vision, or & Creole vision. [ think we have long past that. But we
cannet throw out the baby with the bathwater,

Every country must have some vision of itself'in some form of unity.
We have to act in some way in step with each other. What can be the
nucleus of such a unity? We would like to offer that in the construction
of a democratic state in giving reality to those same values that Mr Belgrave
speaks about, about freedom, about liberty, about equality, about the
rule of law While these may seem dry when you compare these with the
ties of blood, they can give meaning to one’s life, especially ina country
that has known slavery and indentureship where those values were denied
us. But such a vision can only come to be ifthose values are given reality
in the everyday practices of the people.

So when one section of the population feels itself excluded, feels
itself not participating in the governance of the country then those persons
do not feel themselves Guvanese, those persons do not feel equal, those
persons do not see the state their state.

I say again, that as a precursor therefore, we the Guyanese people
seeing ourselves in terms of we the people, there must be that political
unity a1 this listorical moment. Itis possible that afier we have created
such a vision of oneness we might be able to go back and talk about
politics, of government, and opposition. But at this historical moment it
is a luxury that not only can we not atford, but it is a uxury that actually
15 destroving us today.

So 1n conclusion Mr Speaker, as an individual whose lifespan is
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bounded by that great victory and today’s date, and as [ look back and
see 8o many lives that have been wasted, I echo the sentiment of Mr
Belgrave who speaks from experience, because I firmly believe that those
leaders who embarked on that great course of action in 1930, and had
victory in 1953, 1 really do believe that they wanted this nation to be
better, Therefore I ask those leaders and all leaders today to reflect on
why there is a gap between that aspivation and today’s reality and for us
to go forward to do what is right.

I thank you, and | support this Motion on behalf of my party.
[Applause]

The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member
Hon Member Mr Donald Ramotar.

Mr Donald R Ramotar: Mr Speaker, I rise to support the Motion so
ably moved by my colleague and friend Cde Clement Rohee. Before
go into the meat of my presentation allow me to welcome those persons
who are here who I think at this historic moment - the fiftieth anmiversary
- who played an important role, should be here at this Sitting. I welcome
them here this afternoon. [Applause]

Mr Speaker, in every people’s history there are outstanding dates
and no doubt the events that took place in April and May of 1953 are
dates that we in Guyana can look back on for inspiration and to learn the
lessons and avoid the pitfalls of the past. But I think that some of those
events were so momentous that even though 50 years separate us from
that time, it is important to bring back to people’s minds what were
actually achieved in that period of time,

The elections of 1953 more than any event before increased the
infiuence of the ordinary peopie of this courmry on the politics and on the
government of our society. Maybe one figure will suffice to let us
understand the significance of what took place then.

1 1953, the registered voters were 208,239 and that represented
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an increase of almost 150,000 over the elections of 1947. That was
because of the winnimg of universal adult suffrage that allowed people
without property, without education, just being ordinary human beings
living in our society to have an opportunity to participate in the political
life of Guyana.

The winning of course of the franchise was a culmination of an
important aspect of our people’s struggle for freedom which stretched
back to the moment when the slave system began here and when the
slave system itself was resisted in this couniry. It was won by the refentless
struggles led firstly by the Political Affairs Committee and then the People’s
Progressive Party that was founded in 1950. It is apposite to recall that
the British Guiana Constitutional Commission was appointed on 8 October
1950, known popularly as the Waddington Commission with the following
terrns of reference:

To review the franchise, the composition of the legislature
and the Executive Council in light of the economic and
political development of the colony because at that point
in time the impact of the struggles began by the PAC was
making itself felt,

This was no doubt referring to the struggles of the late 1940s
including the killing of the Enmore Martyrs, the demand for elections
under universal adult suffrage, and for independence of our country. These
were issues raised by the PAC and by the people’s lone representative
in the Parliament between 1947 and 1953, Dr Iagan. It was also writien
on: the banners of the PPP at the time of its foundation on 1 January
1950. The events of April and May of 1953 were major advances on
the road to independence.

Mr Speaker, there is another aspect of the events of 1953 that has
a bearing on the politics oftoday. That is the issue of unity of our people
and the fight against racism. Racism was used by those political forces
opposed to the PPP in the 19505 and more precisely in the 1953 elections.
At that timethey were roundly defeated.
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In his message at the apening of the Legislature on 18 May 1953,
Governor Sir Alfred Savage was forced to note:

British Guicna has been described as the laod of six peoples
and the most heartening feature of the recent elections
wus the absence of racialism.

The fact that universal adult suffrage was won and the fact that in
1953, at the elections the PPP won eighteen of the 24 seats, was a
demonstration of the power of a united people. It was a testimony to
what can be achieved by a united peoptle.

Allow me to quote from Mr George Robinson's contnbution to the
debate of the Governor’s address on 29 June 1953 at the level of the
State Council, that is the Upper House, and he was a nominated member
along with Mr Ulric Fingall by the People’s Progressive Party. He said:

Iwonld say the People 5 Progressive Party has been able
to achieve something in this couriry which no other
orgattization has been able 1o achieve and that is the
welding together af the six peoples of this fand info a single
entity is not for a policy which anvone can doubt,

Sir, today when some unscrupulous politicians and irresponsible
talkshow hosts try to use ethnic differences to promote other agendas,
including their political careers, the events of 1953 remind us that they
can and will be defeated.

Twould like from this rostrum to urge those practicing politicians of
today to have morality in their politics, The practice of racism must be
revisited at every level.

To quote Dr Jagan wio, on being thrown out of office in 1564,
imimediately after he was thrown out inhis first article in the Thunder he
wrode,

Racismi is e grecies! curse of our jand. Anyone who
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spreads racial propagandg must be severefy dealt with,
Such a person is an enemy to himself and {0 his country,

Those who use race to promote their political fortunes are mmoral
politicians to say the very least.

Mr Speaker I firmly believe that once our overall lovaity is to
Guyana, once the best interest of all the peoples of this country remains
uppermost in our minds then our diverse origin is not a weakness but a
source of ennichment and strength,

Mr Speaker, our Cdes of the short-lived Parlament of 1953 have
left us a legacy of internationalism and solidarity that we must continue to
emulate. Allow me Sir to point to two instances on the Parliament of
1953 in which that expression ofinternationalism was demonstrated.

In reply to the governor’s message to the Assembly on 18 May
1953 Dr Jagantold the House:

The House observes the initiative recently shown by the
British prime minister in attempting o ease the present
world tension and hope the initiative will be shown in
bringing about an end to racial discrimination and ruihless
oppression of and against colonial and native peoples
particularly in South Africa, Malaysia and Kenya. I such
efforts he can be assured of the full and emthusiastic
support of the peoples whom this House represents.

In that period when all of our country was under domination, that
message coming from a parliament, from a legislator, was 2 powerful
message of solidarity io the peoples struggling everywhere.

Secondly Sir, on 18 August 1953 a Mofion proposed by Mr
Ramkatran stated as follows:

Whereas the Government of the Union of South Africa
has been pursuing for some time a policy of racial

11743



Fridzy 16 My 2003
discrimination and fascism, and whercas the last
Fegislative Council has already protested agoinst this
poldicy;

Be it resofved that this House recommends that all trade
between British Guiana and South Africa be discontimeed.

That must probably have been one of the earliest calls for the boycott
of apartheid South Africa coming from the Legislature of the 1953
Parliament, ButMr Speaker, 1 think it is important because this aflernoon
1 heard some people saying that nothing was achieved at that time. It
was remarkable what was achieved with imited powers.

We have to take into consideration that the government did not
have all the powers at its disposal, that they were counterbalanced by a
nominated Upper House. They had a governor that had veto powers
over their actions in many ways and they were very clear about that but
they all recognized that what happened in 1953 was amajor breach to
the domination of oppression of the colonial peoples.

[just want to mention in passing that several Bills were passed to
strengthen the positions of ordinary people, working people of this
country. Most noted was the Labor Relations Bill designed to strenpthen
industrial democracy that was tabled on 24 September 1953. And other
Bilis inchuding Factory Safety Act and Docks Safety Act were all passed
and piloted by the then Minister of Labour, Mr Ashton Chase,

Dr Jagan piloted the Tenure and Rice Farmers Bill and he also
piloted the Motion to amend the Co-op Credit Bank Ordinance with the
purpose of increasing food production and developing the fishing industry
1n our country.

Mr Bumham pifoted the Bill to repeal the Subversive Literature Act
from this country, one of the most oppressive Acts we had in the period
of that time, an act that prevented the free flow of ideas, something that
i« very cardinal to any type of democracy.

11144



Friday, §6 May 2003

In conclusion Mr Speaker, let me say that we are celebrating this
event al & very important juncture in our history. As you are aware Sir,
singe 1952 the PPP/Civic Government has done very much despite the
problems that stifl exists, despite the many issues that we are still confronted
with that came about as a result of some of the events of that period -
some of the divisions that took place.

Obviously, Cde Belgrave was correct that many people want to
live and experience things before they can experience change. You have
to appreciate that a vast amount of our people were living in logies without
ficors, had no water services, no electricity — we still have a lot of problems
with that but, at least, it 1s far better than what it was,

We have to appreciate the fact that we could not determine our
own destiny in many ways,

We have to appreciate these things to understand how far we have
come from those times.

Mr Speaker, more recently the document signed by His Excellency
President Jagdeo and Opposition Leader Corbin promises to lead us
toward achieving greater cohesiveness and prosperity in our country.
Let me say that while our comrades of 1953 had a lot of obstacles -1
mentioned some of them just now, the reserved pawers of the Governor
and the Upper House and other things like that — they made the first
main breach of the colonial system and laid the foundation for a free,
independent and democratic Guyana.

Finally, let me say that the events of 1953 have become for us and
for future generations a source of inspiration, of hope and at the same
time & sounding-hoard to guard against mistakes and pitfalls i our time.

I thank you for vour attention. [Applause/
The Speaker: Thank vou very much Honourable Member.

Hon Member Mr Winston Murray,
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Mr Winston § Murray: Mr Speaker, before I make my brief
presentation I wish Sir, to acknowledge in our midst the distinguished
invitees who have joined us for this occasion and particularly to recognize
a former President among us in the person of Mrs Janet Jagat,

Sir, when the People's National Congress/Refonm was approached
to support this Motion we readily agreed so to do because contained in
it are two specific aspects of 1953 with which we want deeply and
sincerely to associate ourselves. The firstis that that year marked the
year when universal adult suffrge came to Guyana and the 1953 elections
were held on that basis.

We believe that is an event that is worth recollecting because it
gave to the ordinary citizens of this country without the need for any
minimum income qualification, without the need for belonging to any
particular stratum of society, the nght to say who should comprise the
govemnment of their country. We want to associate with the recognition
of that historically important fact in the evolution of our country,

The other aspect of this Motion Sir, that we want to assaciate with
fervently is that resolve clause which says that:

The National Assembly pays tribute 1o all those who played

a role in the achievement of the foregoing and particularly
to the people of British Guiana unifed across ethnic and
class lines who were mainly responsible for meaking the
momentous achievemeris possible which eventually led
ta the independence of Guyana.

Sir, it is fit and right that we should look back with deep nostalgia to
that period in our history as represented by the 1953 general elections
when cur people were together, when our people recognized that in
unity there is strength.

And Sir sadly S0 years after that momentous display of unity by the
people we are, I suggest without fear of contradiction a divided people,
The question that arises is what has gone wrong or what went wrong
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over the intervening period of 50 years.

When some people spoke today and referred to the victory of the
People’s Progressive Party at the elections of 1953, [ think we ought to
be careful to give acknowledgement to the fact that in that People’s
Progressive Party of 1953 were the representatives and leaders of the
two major ethnic groups in this country in the personages of Dr ] agan
and Mr L¥S Burnham,

The truth of the matter is for whatever rezson and on whatever
basis, when these two people came apart our country came apart along
ethnic lines,

Fifty years after [ think we aretrying to revisit the spirit of 1953 and
I'will come to that in my closing, But what I want to say before I get
there Sir is this, that as we examine the period and as we speak about
the government of the People’s Progressive Party and all its achievements,
we ought to be careful that we are not speaking in a triumphalist mode as
though some particular sectiort is the section that performed and some
particular section is the section that didn’t perform. Becanseif we open
up thai line of debate in this House, I believe it will never lead to a
successful conclusion and a unanimous vote on this Motion before us
today.

I therefore, Sir, eschew such an approach and simply wish to say
that all of us, all of the persons in that era coming dowmn to this era have
to carry out an introspection, for I do not believe any of us over that
period has been perfect.

And, now, Sir, [ come to the year 2003, fifty years after. Isense,
and I hope I amright, thatin the communiqué signed by His Excellency
President Jagdeo and Leader of the Opposition Robert Corbin, there
are the seeds for us to recreate this spirit of 1933,

But the mere seeds, whether those seeds will blossom into flowers
and further into fruit is up to each of us in this Parliament and up to the
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executive leaders of our country.

We have proposed, and it isin the public domain an approach, we
do not say that our approach is the only approach nor indeed thai it has
all the elements for an approach that will bring our people back together.
1 say without fear of contradiction that at this juncture with the development
of our country, our people are locking to us for leadership. They take
their example frormus. Ifwe show division within the leadership of our
respective political parties, that divigion is refiected at the grass roots in
our society.

So let us start by Jooking at ourselves. And I pledge Sir, on behalf
of the People’s National Congress/Reform, that we will do whatever it
takes to bring about the gpirit of 1953 so that our people can regain
hope once more, and with realistic expectation look forward to a day
when they can look at their neighbour and be pleased to sav ‘good
morming,” and look forward to a day when their lot in life will be better
because their leaders have created the framework and have delivered
to them true leadership, and have brought them to a period of prosperity.

It is against that background Sir, that we of the People’s National
Congress/Reform support wholeheartedly the Motion before this
Honourabie House.

Thank you. /Applause ]
The Speaker: Thank vou Honourable Member.
Hon Member Mrs Melville,

Mrs Shirley J Melville: Mr Speaker I rise to support the Motion
placed before this Honourable House on the fiftieth anniversary of the
first general elections held in British Guiana

Mr Speaker it is indeed of utmost importance that we pay tribute to
the persons who were very much instrumental in making such a part of
oor history in the 1950s. 1t is heartening to hear that all present in this
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House here teday have come to recognize that unity has indeed been
very instrumental in the success of those personsin the 1950s.

Mr Speaker, there are lessons to be learnt from that era. And
today as we look at the part of it being united across ethnic and class
groups we should reflect on where we are today. As our country isin
the simation it is today, we need to be able to bring some of those lessons,
and weneed to be able to sit together and work together in unity for the
benefit of our country. We each have a responsibility to the nation to
ensure that we in this Honourable House are all role-models to our people.

Mt Speaker, in my very brief presentation | would like to plead to
each and every one of us in this House that we should not disappoint the
people of Guyana.

Thank you very much. fApplanse[
The Speaker: Thank you Honcurable Member,
Hon Member Mr Carberry.

Mr E Lance Carberry: Mr Speaker, this accasion which marks the
fiftieth anniversary of the holding ofthe first election under universal adult
suffrage marks in fact the removal of what was & formidable barrier to
mass participation in the affairs of our country. It was the cvent that
made it possible for us 1o have one man or woman, one vote, and that
was 4 very important, historical event. It is because of the significance of
that that we on this side of the House felt that a Motion of this sort should
be supported,

My own experience of 1953 was as & young boy of watching and
listening to the adults. There was a sense of euphoria, a feeling that this
election heralded a new era of freedom for Guyana.

1 felt that as a youngster.

Whan T went to school on the day the soldiers landed # was 2
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period of complete bernusement between myselfand colleagues at school.
We could notunderstand the significance of these soldiers with drawn
bayonets, fully armad on the streets of Georgetown, So i understand
what Mr Belgrave was talking about. But 1 believe that the 1933 election
and the results which flowed from that election should have been a
watershed in the development of our country.

We have to remind ourselves that there is a distinction to be made
between bigotry and racism. 1 beheve that the 1953 election was an
attack and a defeat ofbigotry. 1believe, unfortunately, we allowed racism
to remain alive.

It is a pity Mr Speaker that an occasion of such historical worth
and experience seems to be slipping a bit sometimes to an attempt 1o
convert it into &n occasion of partisan triumphalism. It is unfortunate.

It is instructive that the PPP of 1953 was, Mr Speaker, a party
which recognized the need for a commeon multiethnic nation — & nasion
that is enriched by the diversity which all of our ancestors brought & this
piece of territory called Guyana.

1 have over the years tried to speak to some of the people who
have been involved as adults in this event and what strikes me is that
there is a certain idealism. But what I was never able to discern was
really a common vision.

Unfortunately that has been the line it has taken, Mr Speaker, and
mfluences of all of the intervening experiences have served to bring us to
this point where on Tuesday, 6 May 2003 the historic Communiqué was
signed by the President of Guyana and the Leader of the Opposition.

Let us hope Mr Speaker that we have acquired enough wisdom
from the events of 1953 to ensure that the heralding of'the beginning of
constructive engagernent would entrench a truly democratic culture in
Guyana, We need to entrench 2 democratic cu}'.ure because itis only by
so doing that we are going to have an environment for development
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which all of our people veam for,

if'weas a people, Mr Speakes, sincerely and in good fith commit
to the achievement of the events that are heralded by that Communiqué,
I think we would have eamed the right to pay tribute as this Motion 8ays
to all those who played a role in the achievement ofthe foregoing and
particularly to the people of Guyana united across ethnic and class lines.

Ibelieve Mr Speaker that if we have in fact eamed that right, perhaps
WE can commit now 1o a common vision from which all of this will lead
us as & peopie to realize our national motto of (e Peaple, One Nation,
One Destiny,

Thank you. fApplase]
The Speaker: Thank vou Honourable Member.

Hon Minister of Foreign Trade and International Co-operation.

Hon Clement J Rohee; Mr Speaker, from the outset I would like to
express from this side of the House our deepest appreciation and
gratitude to all those whao, in conveying their thoughts, sentiments and
views on this Motion, found it proper and appropriate to lend their
support to this Motion,

By doing so Mr Speaker, all of us have in elfect paid homage to
those who participated in the struggle and sacrifice beginning from the
period which we are currently discussing, so that we could gather here
this afternoon, in this august Assembly to discuss and to revere in respect
of tharr contributions.

Mr Speaker, in these trying times when the history of nations and
the culture of nations are heing ravaged and vulgarized, Thelieve it is
impartant, ifnot eritical, that we retrace our steps and venture to our
past in order to reconnect, make that reconnection, m order to re-
embrace our history and those who were there before us.
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Even ifit is a matter of embracing euphotia, even ifit is aratter of
embracing romanticism, of being nostalgic as a people Mr Speaker, we
need to engage in these exercises from time to nime as a peopie.

Thisis our history.

We have 1o other history to claim but our own and therefore it is
for us to make that connection, emotional an otherwise, with that history.

Mr Speakerunity is not, as experience has shown, going to be won
by waving our magic wand nor is it going to be accomplished by Imposition
of any sort. Tt is something that requires hard, patient and persistent
wotk,

| believe the Guyanese people, through their respective
representatives, whether it is political parties in or out of office,
governmental or non-governmental organizations, have representatives
who can do this on their behalf

I believe therefore it is important Mr Speaker, for us to find the
issues that usiite us as a people and to build on those.

If our history could be one of those unifying factors, let us use that
history, let us utilize that historyto do so. Too many things divide us in
the contemporary world and in these contemporary times. We have to
work on them. We have to work, as many speakers have said, the way
we are currently worlang to accomplish this unity.

There are many lessons to oe learnt from (he period we have
discussed and I want to submit Mr Speaker that if'there is one lesson
that we should learn, it is the lesson that we need to recollect the moral
values that guided some of ourleaders, which made some of them go
beyond the call of duty - thinking about the nation, thinking about the
country and not only about themselves,

Mr Speaker, the problems, the errors and faihures were not to be
found inthe 133 daye of 1933 That i3 not where ihe errors and falures
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are to be found — it is what followed, the aftermath. And, perhaps at
some distant time we should engage in some kind of nationwide
discussion on issues of this kind. The PPP was in office, it wasn’t in
power.

Literature shows that the PPP or the ministers entered the
government when the budget was already setiled, and therefore they
had to work within those constraints notwithstanding the will and youthfil
exuberance that many of them showed in those 133 days.

Mr Speaker, one of the key players in this process, in the entire
course of events, beyond the shadow of'a doubt - and T am not saying
this 1o introduce any element of division or any element of greater share
of the lion's share of history so to speak —was Cheddi Jagan. The bold
and courageous ideas and actions which he demonstrated at that time
continued up to the time of his death.

By this | mean Mr Speaker, that even ideas such as the new global
human order, the call for a new human global order, the call for a regional
integration fund, some say the time has not come.

But leaders Mr Speaker, have to be visionaries, they have to have
vision, They cannot think only about the exigencies of the current situation
and firefighting matters. This is what makes leaders. Ifthe leaders of
1953 had a vision of Guyana to take it onto a highway that will bring
prosperity and happiness for the Guyanese people, thenit behooves us
or those who today claim the mantle of leadership to bave that vision as
well.

Mr Speaker, at the national level Dr Jagan and the PPP have always
been striving for national working class unity. This was to be found in the
call for a national patriotic front and a national front government. Thig
was an attempt to move and to continue the process of national
reconciliation and bringing harmony to thecountry, The ability to comine
strategy with tactics which was manifested in the need for the party to
shift away— and I want my colleagues on the other side to hear this -
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from a policy of civil resistance and nonco-opération to critical support.
All ofthis was done as part of the historical legacy of 1953,

Mr Speaker we on this side of the House like, [ believe, others
who have spoken on the Motion, ate proud to be pan of this glorious
history to which we all make a stake and a claim. We are proud on this
side of the House to be associated wath a party which has continued with
a particular legacy.

And Mr Speaker, we also agree that there are lessons to be leamt
from the 1953 experience. The one and singly most important lesson is
the need to uphold, mote than ever before, the high moral values and a
deep commitment to serve the people of this country.

Mr Speaker, this debate cannot conclude without us making
reference to the one man who recorded the emotions of those days in his
poems. 1am referring to the great Martin Carter. In his poem Afl are
fnvolved, he says,

This T have learnt, today a spec tomorrow a hero
Hero or monster you are consumed

Like a jig shakes the loom

Like a web is spun the pattern

All are involved, all are consumed.

Mr Speaker as [ rest on the words of Martin Carter I look to my
left and [ see those who were on the left in those days we pay homage,
our great respect to those feaders.

Mr Spealer, I believe we need more debates like this in this
Hongurable House,

[conchude once again by thanking each and every one for supporting
wholeheartedly the Motion and for seeing this as a building block for
t1/55
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building racial and working class unity once again to this nation.
Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Motion put and carried.

The Speaker: On this subject, if | may just mention, the exhibition in
the hall was organized by the National Archives for this sitting. A fuller
or more complete exhibition will be mountad from tomorrow inthe annex
of the National Archives which will be opened to the public and shall
continue until the end of May

I would like to thank our guests, those persons who attended this
atternoon, for this debate.

iTEM 2 - TERMS OF REFRENCE FOR THE DISCIPLINED
FORCES MNMISSION SUBSTITUTED
WHERAS Article 1974(5) of the Constitution states:

“(5) Disciplined forcex commissions may be constituted
by the National Assembly from time to time, as may be
necessary, with power to excaming @iy matler relating to
the public welfare, public safety, public order, defence or
security, mctuding the struciure and composition of the
disciplined forces and make recommendations generally
with a view to promoting their greater efficiency, and
giving effect to the need in the pubiic interest that the
composition of the Disciplined Forces take account of the
ethmic constituents of the population.”

AN WHEREAS the Agreement by the President and the
Leader of the Opposition as reflecied in the Commiutiiue
dated 6 May 2003, provides for the establishment of a
Disciplined Furces Commission,
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BE T RESGLVED that the Notionagl Assembly approves
the establistiment of a Disciplined Forces Commission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thar with respect o the
Commission, the Notional Assembly agrees 10 the
Jollowing:

I, The Commission shall comprise five (3) persons, drewn

from gualified and competent persans with semior level
experience and expertise in any of the jollowing areas:
the Judiciary, the fegal profession, the Police Foree, other
disciplined forces, human rights organizalions,
management, or any other relevant discipline or area of
expertise, and shalf be both investigatory and advisor).

2 The President shall appoint the Chairperson after
consuliation with the Leader of the (pposiiion.

3. The President shall alvo nominate two Commissioners
ard the Leader of the Opposition shall nominaie twe,
teking aceonwnd of the need fo consudt broadly with human
rights and other orgonizalions.

4. The Commission shall be appointed within fwo weeks
of the meeting befween the President ond the Leader of
the Opposition, held on 3 May 2003 and will complere its
task within six months.

3. The Commission shall, in accordance with
Articie 197A(6) of the Constitution, have all the powers
and authority of a Commission of Ingniry under the
Commission of Inquiry Act, Chaprer 19:03 and shail as
far ay practicable adapt the procedure sef out therein.

6. The Commission shall present iis report and findings,
recommendations and fmplemeniation timetable 1o the
National Assembly within six months save thal the
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Compmission shall give priority 1o its Inquiry into the
Cuyana Police Force aid shall present an irterim Repori
thereon to the National Assembly within three months.

7. The Reporiand [nterim Report of the Commission shail
be subject to an affirmative resolution of the Netiongl
Assembiy.

8. Lhe findings and recommendations of the Commission
thal are accepied by the National Assembly shafl be
implemented within a specificd fimeframe und monitored
by the Sector Commitiee determined by the National
Assembly:

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVETD that the National
Assembly approves,

1. That the Commission shall inguire into the Disciplined
Forces, ie the Guyana Police Force, the Guvana Defence
Foree, the Guyana Prison and the Guyana Fire Service,
ard afl their branches, departments and units, focusing
and making recommendarions for their reform, sustained
professional development and structure. In so doing, the
cnmmmission shall pay pariicular atiention to:

- The changing context of the operations of the
Disciplined Forces, taking into consideration national and
infernaticnal developments.

- Their relationship with and responsibility 1o the ehvilion
authorities.

- the methods and processes of achieving greater ethnic
halance.

- Operational efficiency and effectiveness mchuding
imtersarvice cowaperation ond collaboration.
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- Financiod and public accowmability,

AND BEJT FURTRER RESOLVED that the National
Assembly herehy mandaies thet the Commiission shall give
priovity 10 its enquiry into the Guyana Police Force and,
within three months of the establishment of the
Commission shall examine and, where necessary, make
recammendations on the following:

The composition, structure, funcions and aperations
of the Guyvana Police Force, bearing in mind.:

fa) The changing mature of crime and influence of the
traffic inillicit drugs and firearms, backiracking and money
laundering

(b} The relevance of the recommendations of the
International Commission of Jurists, particularly with
regard to racial imbalance in the Force, 1o foday s reality.

i) ferms and conditions of emplovment, remuneration,
training, accommodation, criteria for promotion,
discipline, equipment and logistical needs.

(d) The rules of engagement, including manuals of
procedure of aperation.

fe) The rules, regulations, criteria for granting and
confrois regarding isswance of firearm ficences.

() Powers of arrest and detention.

(8) Concerns about the adeqiiacy and application of the
Coroner s Act.

(%) The origin, course and developmens of allegations of
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(a) Lxtra-fudicial killin g, Suntnary executions
and the fnvolvement of sections of the Guyane
Folice Force in illegal activities.

(8) Folitical interference in the administration,
management and condiict of the GPEF with
refererice fo the Constitttion, the Police Act
Chapter 16:04 and alf other relevant laws.

(1} Attacks on the Police Force and the shontivg and killing
of members of the GPE

bs

Ways in which increased public support and confidence
canbe achieved, For example, examing ways of improving:

(@) Police/community relarions.

(b} The functions and operation of Office of Professional
Responsibifity and Public Relations.

(c)The esiablishmeni and functioning of Community
Poficing Groups,

3. The introduction of best practices from elsewhere based
o their applicahility o Guyana.

4. The location and staffing of police stations and outposts,
particularly in the hinterland, within the contexi of
chanyed and chemging demographic and other relevant
cunsiderations.

The Speaker: Hon Minister of Education.

Hon Dr Henry B Jeffrey: Mr§ peaker ¥ rise in support of the Motion
standing in my name.

Today, we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the introduction of
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aduil suffrage in Guyana and maybe it is as good a juncture as any forus
to contemplate scrutinizing some of our oldest institutions, Security is
one of the first requirements of any pecple and from the earliest of colonial
times some kind of militia has been in existence. By thetime the Police
Force was created to take over from the ailing Militia in 1839, the latter
was re-gstablished in 1859, there was already alengthy colonial security
tradition that purported 0 protect the general interest. Therefore, the
forces that this Motion secks to consider have a long tradition of service,

The effort today i3 to initiate a process that we hope will better
equip the forces to successfully confront contemperary challenges.

Mr Speaker, given the significance of this day in the history of
political participation in Guyana, at the risk ofbeing somewhat repetitive,
a few general words about our political development would be
appropiiate. As we are all aware Mr Speaker in terms of actually
improving, the life opportunities of our people over the last 50 years
have been disappointing.

There have been isolated periods of development and hope, hut
taken as a whaole and placed within a comparative framework our
condition has deteriorated. Many people wall, nghtly, in my view: blame
our politics and thus the activities surrounding these Chambers for that
decline,

Az Minister Rohee, Minister Sawh, Mrs Holder and the Hon
Member Dev have pointed out, it was a period in which there were
many happy. good, great and distiyzuished lives, Many such lives were
hived and bistorians will continue to attempt to decipher the whys and
wherefores, and the rights and wrongs. But what is certainis that they
will not fail to recognize the disfunctionalities of our political relations.

Today we are at the thresheld of instutionalizing new political
arrangements. Hon Member Murray called it planting new seeds. \We
must be bold enough to discard old, some would say dangerous, ideas
whuch have for whatever reason, clearly not worked.
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Constititions are political arrangements and they must fit the contexs.
They must be able to provide a level of social stability and development
necessary for people to acquire ithe good life; be able to provide space
for govermments to govern effectively; be able to provide a context for
opposition to effectively oppase and possibly form a govemment.

[t matters not how traditional, or how comparatively progressive
any political arrangement may be, if it fails on the stated countsthen it is
at best useless,

Mr Speaker, the Motion before us comes at a time when there is
widespread concern about the nature and growth of crime particutarly
violent ¢rivies in our society. As a result the approach sugeested hereis
cogrizant of quite diverse views.

It is generally agreed that most povernmental processes can, and
somne would say should, periodically be publicly reviewed. It 1s also
widely recognized that although sensitive enquiries into the general or
specific operation of the security forces are now internationally
commonplace, for example, we are all aware of the inquiry inio the
operations of the London Police Force after its institutionalized racists
approach botched the investigations into the death of youny Stephen
Lawrence. As we speak. the four-year inquiry into collusion between
the security forces and terrorists in Northern Ireland has concluded that
those forces colluded in the assassination plot is highly topical.

Right here in Guyana there was the 1986 Crane Inguiry into the
Guyana Police Force which focused on recruitmen, prometion, training
and related issues.

Therefore, what appears to disturb some people is not the demand
for an inquiry in itself, but its appropriateness in the present climate. Itis
argued that irrespective of how iaudable the stated intention of those
who proposed the inquiry, & will tum cut to be soms kind of a witch-huni
and as a resalt i will more likely than not be most debililating to the very
people whose services must now be at their optimum, These persens
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understand the need for modernization and change, but tend to seek it
within a framework that is less open to public scrutiny,

On the other hand, there are those whao contend that this inquiry is
necessary and tong overdue if the Disciplined Forces and particularly
the Police Force are to regain the public support without which they
cannot be successful. For the most part this fatter group also claims to
eschew a witch-hunt. They claim to seek greater stakehelder
understanding of and involvement in the development of disciplined
services rooted in the community.

Feltow Members, our politics shoutd be based on compromise,
and dogmatism and opinionatedness are its enemies,

On this [ agree with the Hon Member Dev.

Mr Speaker, five good persons who are to make up this Commission
of Inguiry are Lo be chosen after broad consultation. We believe that
this process which requires the appointment of senior-level persons from
a wide range of disciplines will provide us with people with the vision
and expertise to undersiand the present environment and contemporary
FeqUITCITIENLS,

Yesterday we amended the Constitution {0 altow this Commission
to have effective powers to enable it to do its work. The Commission is
expected to complete an interim report that focuses on the Police Force
wilhin three months and its entire work within six.

Mr Speaker, the terms of reference of the Commission are both
general and specific. They seek to create space for the inclusion of
issues, for emphasis, that are important at the same time as they address
specific stakeholder concerns.

At the general level, recognizing the changing nature of the problems
which now confront the disciplined forces, the ethnic diversity of our
society, our level of social economic development, which perhaps requires
greater interservice oo operation and collaberation, and the implication
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ol all this, and alt this could have for further relationship between the
civilian and seeurity authority, the Commission is required to make
recommendations for reforms that would lead to greater operational
efliciency and efectivensss,

This isa call for modemizatiorn, and demands the development of a
vision that, while considering the above and, perhaps other variables,
takes into account modern trends in policing,

Mr Speaker there is a feeling that the racial balance in the security
forces needs to better reflect that existing in our society, The beliefis
that such a readjustment would lead to fairer policing.

There has been concerns about the racial imbalance of our security
forces long before the 19505 — even before the Report of the International
Commission of Jurists and therefore efforts have been made to redress
the situation. However, perhaps for cultural and other reasons this balance
has not yet been achieved.

There 18 now much talk about the need to timetable fixed quotas;
about the possibilities of regionalism and so on. The demand for a degree
of balancing in security forces of ethnically diverse soctety has become
routine and given the requirements of economy, efficiency and the actual
reduction of ethnie insecurity, we support such approaches.

Mr Speaker, allesations of extra-judicial killings and pelitical
interference in the disciplined forces are not new. Recently the Stabrock
News carried an article that gave some indications of the forgoing history
and scope. Further the historical involvement of the security forces in
the political arena is legendary.

Entrenched operational cultures are most difficult to overcome, and
thus we recognize the useflness of an approach such as this inquiry
which can provide a decisive break and also allow public participation in
the process of transformation. 1t is particularly troubling to us, and I
suspect to alt Members in this room, and to all Guyanese, that so maay
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of our security people are being wantonty killed.

This inquiry is not only about making the forces effisctive in protecting
the people, but also about making ther safe with good working
environments for the proteciors. Asaresult the Commission is required
to consider the conditions of employment, pay, training, accommadation,
promotion, discipline, et cetera.

Fellow Members, the formation of Community Policing Groups is
only one aspect of modern policing community relations. There is a feeling
that the community will only truly aid the Police if it has confidence in it
ifit understands and at points can participate in a policing process that it
believes to be (air and open.

In ethnically diverse societies all communities must be equally
protected and made to fieel that they are equally protected. From this
standpoint the rules and regulations that govern policing engagement with
different sections of the populace must be transparent and possibly
facilitate levels of community oversight. The institutionalized process of
compiaint and redress must be open, timely, relatively simple and
affordable.

Mr Speaker, presentments require that we isolate theissues. But
for the most part the issues herein are very much interrelated and the
Comnussion must be encouraged to so consider them. We live in new
times that require new approaches, new styles of management and greater
levels of public participation and inclusiveness. Though noting the concem
raised about the timeliness of this inquiry, we believe that it will eventually
lead to more effective security arrangements, the kind of policing and
security our people desire and deserve.

I thank you Mr Speaker. [dpplause]
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member,

Hon Member Mr Vincent Alexander,
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Mr Vincent L Alexander: Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, | rise
on behglf of the People’s National Congress/Reform to support this
Mution, a Motion which seeks to put in motion the terms of reference
for the Disciplined Forces Commission and indeed the Commission itself
In doing so Mr Speaker, Twish to refer to the Motion itzelf and to the
tent of the Motion in particular.

This Motion, iniis second resolve clause, provides for a commission
that will inquire into the Disciplined Forces, that is, the Guyana Police
Force, the Guyana Defence Force, the Guyana Prison and Fire Services
and all their branches, departments and units, focusing and making
recommendations for their reform, sustained professional development
and structure. In so dong the Commission shall pay particular attention
oy

- The changing context of the operations of the Disciplined

Forces, taking into consideration national and
international developments.

- Their relationship with and responsibility to the civilian
authorities,

- Themethods and processes ofachieving greater ethnic
balance.

- Operational efficiency and effectiveness including mterservice
co-operation and collaboration.

-Financial and public accountability.

Mr Speaker, with specific reference to these areas, I would like to
make the observation that when we speak about the changing context of
the operations of the Disciplined Forces, we bave 1o speak of this context
both in terms of the national situation and the intemational situation.

And we know Mr Speaker in recent times, more and more, the
Disciplined Forces and in pariicular armed forces, have been held
accountahle for acts not enly in the loca! jurisdiction but beyond the
local jurisdiction because of ihe number of conventions that we have that
regulate their behavieur which are applied internationally. So it is our
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understanding that this context we are talking about has to do not only
with national law but international law and the obligations derived
therefrom.

We also recognize Mr Spezker that the whaole question of
relationship to civilian authorities 1s a very critical one and would wish to
underline that our understanding is that for all imtents and purposes armies
are not subjecled to these authonties. They are subjected to the
constitution and their main role continues to be worldwide on threats of
soveraignty and territorial integrity.

Mr Speaker, we have recognized the need, the concern that has
been expressed over decades about ethnic imbalance in our security
forces.

We are in support of this Commission addressing this issue.

However, we do not expect that in so domg that they will sacrifice
meritocracy for mediocrity. Meritocracy will have to continue to be one
of the bases on which we seek to have persons join the profession and
tor climb the ladder within the profession.

So Mr Speaker, we recognize the broad nature of the work of the
Commisston in relation to the Disciplined Forces,

But, Mr Speaker, we also recognize that in the third resolve clause
it speaks specifically 1o the inquiry of the Guyana Police Force and that
it seeks to specify that this inquiry should, within the period of three
months, provide us with recommendations in refation to the composition,
structure, function and operations of the Guyana Police Force within a
particutar context, a context ini the nature of crime, the influence of the
traffic in illicit drugs and firearms, backeracking, money-laundering; in
ihe context of the Report ofihe Intemational Cominission of Jurists io
which I referred earlier; in the context of the problems that the Police
have been faced with in terms of the conditions of employment,
remuneration, fraiing and ather conditions: in the context of their manner
of engagement, ruics and regulations pertaining 1o the issuance of firearm;
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q_?tnd in particular in the context of extra-judicial killings, political
mterference of tlie admiinistration and the attacks on thePolice themselves
and killing of their members.

Mr Speaker these are the areas which the Commission will focus
on during the first three months, the areas in which one would expect
report to come to this House that would seek to move the Police beyond
being a police force, because it ocours to us that the Police Force seems
te be trapped by its name and fleeing its motio which is Service anid
Protection. Very oftenit seems to betrapped by its name and in particular
the last word, force, and not involved in its motto,

So we look forward to a report that will lend to the Police Force
being one of service and protection rather than one of mere force.

Mr Speaker, one may ask the question why is it that the People’s
National Congress/Reform is in support of this Motion. ITwishto say to
you Mr Speaker, that the People’s National Congress/Reformtis in support
of this Motion because it has streggled for sorme time for the realization
of such a commission,

1t was the People’s National Congress which in 2001, in this very
Assembly, tabled a Motion for the inquiry into the Police Force, because
at that time we had recogmized the problem and thought even then, long
before the jail-break of 2002, that this was a matter which needed urgent
attention of the nation and the National Assembly in particutlar.

Unfortunately Mr Speaker, duting our period in the House that
Motion was not brought before the House. The People’s National
Congress/Reform subsequently withdrew from the House and m so domg
we made the point at that time that we were dissatisfied with the
functioning of the House. One ofthe areas of dissatistaction was the fact
tha: Motions, and the Motion which | referred to in particular, were not
being brought before the House.

Mr Speaker, the People’s National Congress/Reform continued to
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express its concern outside of the House for the need for an inquiry inlo
 the Police Force. When we temporarily retumed to the House earlier
this year this was one of the issues we placed on the agenda at that time
— the need for an inquiry inta the Guyana Police Force. Therefore Mr
Speaker it is casy for one to understand why it is that among other reasons
we have returned to this House because what we have called for, what
we have struggled for, is being realized.

There is no need for aninguiry into the Police Force Mr Speaker,
because we recognize that between the period of 1993 and 2002, for
that period alone, there were 150 killings by the Police, which have been
regarded by many as extra-judicial killings and, really, there hasbeen no
process 1o tell us otherwise.

We recognize, Mr Speaker, the problems of the Carroll-type that
affected the operations of the Police Force. We recognize the problems
of the conditions of service in the Police Force. We recognize the lack
of professionalism that was evident, The general deterioration of'the
Force we recognize and the lack of confidence resulting therefrom.

And 30 Mr Speaker, it 15 for that reason we had all this time called
for aninquiry into the Guyana Police Foree.

Today Mr Speaker we rise to support this Motion because this
Motion provides an opportunity for that mauiry.

{On the last accasion this House met the Constitution Was amended
to provide for the Disciplined Forces Commission to be established with
specific powers to make it possible for an inquiry of this nature to be
carried out so that today, Mr Speaker, we are speaking not only to the
establishment of that Cormmission, but (o the operationalization of that
Commission with the specific intent that 1 referred to earlier — general
inquiry into the Discipined Services and a specific inquiry into the Police
Force.

Mr Speaker, we look forward to this inquiry and the
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recommendations ofthe inguiry. Welook forward to this inquiry speaking
1o the question of the modemization of the Police Force, we look forward
to thisinquiry speaking to the question of the professionalism of the Police
Force; welook forward 1o this inguiry speaking to the issues of terms
and conditions of service of policemen; we look forward Mr Speaker to
the inquiry making recommendations that will speak to the issue of our
Police Force being converted, or re-comverted, to one of service to the
peaple.

We look forward, Mr Speaker, to a time when we will no longer
have publications like this which refers to extra-judicial killings in large
quantities by our Police Force.

Mr Speaker we recognize that the probiem of the Police Force is
not the problem of every policeman and recognize at the same time that
though it might be the minority creating problems, they have tarnished
the reputation of the entire Force. They have interfered with the
confidence ofthe sociely in aur Police Force and, therefore, they have
brought us to a point where there is urgency for us to examine our Police
Force, modernize our Police Force, and recreate & Police Force in which
our commumties can have confidence. '

Mr Speaker, it is against that background that the People’s National
Congress/Reform today lends its support 1o this Motion. We recogmze
that this Motion is but a stage in the process. [t provides for the
establishment of the Commission. We look forward to the Commission
1o do its work: we look forward to the recommendations of Lhe
Commission being brought to this House; and we look forward to this
House at the appropriate time lending its support to the recommendations
so that we would not just end up with a repori on paper. [farerruptionf

The Speaker: Aren’t you prejudging what thoss recommendations will
be?

Mr Vincent L Alexander: Whatever they may be, Sir,
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The Speaker: Suppose the Commission doesn’t agree with what you
are saying?

Mr Vincent LAlexander: Mr Speaker, whatever the recommendations
may be, I cannot imagine that those recommendations will not speak
with professionalism. I cannot imagine they will not speak to the
community having confidence in the Police Foree. [ cannot imagine it
witl not speak to the Police Force being one of service rather than one of
mere force. And it isin that context, T beg of this House that when that
report comes before the House that we show our honesty and seriousiess
ahout the establishment of the Comimssion by lending our suppott to the
recommendations so that the work will go beyond merely preparing the
report but to reforming the Police Force, as we have all recognized there
18 a need for, so that our Police Force can be one of service.

Thank you. fApplanse]
The Speaker; Thank you Honourable Member,
Hon Member Mr Dev.

Mr Ravindra Dev: Mr Speaker I nise to place my party's position on
the Motion before this Hongurable House. Yesterday we altered our
Constitution. This is not an ect that ought to be done hghithy because
constitutions describe the allocation of power within a state and
procedures for altering such allocations of power,

The impiication therefore that the representatives ofthe people of
(Guyana feit that there either ought to be a reallocation of power or an
examination of how power is allocated in our constitution. 1n this case it
was the latter where we widened the power of the Disciplined Forces
Commission. Today we seck to define its terms of reference in very
specific detal in going forward in this activity.

Whai ROAR has been very concerned about is that we have to
distinguish between syruptomatic issues from systemic issues. The whole
nature of our disciplined forces beginning with ihe Milina and our Police
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Force in very systemic fashion [rom their very inception has been so
constituted as 10 ensure that in their exercise of the powers of the state
that it acied against the cilizenry of this country. Tt is therefore long
overdue for us to inquire into the nature of our forces in a svstemic way.

Way back inthe 19605, if onelooks at the history, Dr Jagan made
continuous references to the compostion of our forees and to the need
for the then colonial government to make recommendations to correct
suchimbalances. As late as October 1964, he wrote to the Secretary of
State asking for such matters to-belocked into and for the imbalances lo
be correcied.

Before our independence, the government of the PNC accepted
that there cught to be such aninquiry. We know that the International
Cormmission of Jurists was invited to look into these Forces.

I wotild like to quote from the PNC’s letter of invitation from that
date. These are the words of Mr Burnham:

My Government has recently been considering the question
of racial imbalance in various fields of activity in British
Guiane. Our concern has been to determine whether such
imbalance as may exist in any particular field can be
corrected and if so what is the shortest practical period
Jor such correction.

In these deliberations my Govermment has heen deeply
concerned with the need fo remove from our soclety Sources
of racial disharmony and fo promote the right of each
individual whaiever his ethnic origin to have an equal
opporiunity to play a meaningful part in the life of the
Commity.

My Government congiders it desirable that we should take
the initiative in sponsoring an impartial inguiry into the
question of racial imbalance in all significant areas of
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governmental activity,

And as the Commission {tself said the terms of reference clearly
include an examination of racial imbalance in the security forces and
other areas of governmental responsibility.

So Mr Speaker, the task that we are assigning to this Commission
in setting out its terms of reference is not one that has suddenly tallen
urita us. Tt has been here, but, for whatever reason it has been ignored
and it has come back to haunt us again and again,

As | said from the very beginning, in a very systemic way our forces
have not only been composed in the fashion but it has been structured in
a fashion which mititated against it serving the people.

When our Guyana Police Force was founded in 1839 it was 2
centralized force patterned after the police foree of Ireland which had
been set up a few years before. These were two centralized forces that
were very heavily armed and was almost a paramilitary outfit. This was
in desp contrasts to the force established in England only a decadebefore
which was a decentralized force.

Tt meant therefare, Mr Speaker, that those who were governing
British Guiana saw the role of the Police Force as not to serve the
community, and the community’s problem, but to enforce the rule of the
colonial government onto the people. Se from the very onset of these
forces you had this centralizing effect where the rule from the centre
could be imposed 1n a very authontarian way.

Mr Speaker, if we are to have the Disciplined Forces acting ina
fashion which is to serve and protect the people of Guyana, we can’t
only tinker around with composition, we have to look at the very ethos
as to how the Force operates: Is it here to serve and protect the ruiers or
serve and protect the people?

Chur party believes that we have to address this very central question,
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[n terms of the Force represeiting the composition of the courntry,
as the mover of the Motion, the Hon Minister of Education said, there is
10 cournry in the world today, Mr Speaker, that does not acknowledge
that since in the hands of these disciplines forces rests the ultimate sanction
of a government, the sanction of the state, in fact, the very act that defines
a state is this ability and this power to be able to take the life of a citizen
and, in this institution which goes to the central meaning of a state, there
is no country in the world that does not ensure today, Mr Speaker, that
this institution represents the people of that state. So it is very latein the
day that we are looking at this aspect but, as we say, better late than
REVET.

Mr Speaker such an cutlook is even more necessary in what is
now called a severely divided socicty. In no severely divided society
across the globe has there been stability when the disciplined forces of
such s society have a preponderance of one ethnic group in that society
— be it Yugostavia where the Serbs dominated; be it Burundi where the
Hutus preponderated, 1t does not matter, it leads to instability,

So, Mr Speaker, we feel that this is an aspect ofthe very systemic
naiure of our Force that needs to be addressed,

We come to the symptomatic aspects in terms of how our forces
have been operating and what have been their shortcomings.

Mr Speaker if we look at the timetable given to the Comnussion
we niotice that we are putling the symptoms to be treated before the
systemic conditions. In a sense we are putting the cart before the horse,
because many of the 'abuses” of the Force come out of the systemic
problems with the Force itself. And unless we address those then the
symptoms will continue.

Re that as it may Mr Speaker, it is atili a Commission that we hope
will look at the two aspects of its task ma holistic faston even though it
will haveto present its report in a linear fashion. We hope it will take info
cognisance evidence of the systemic corrections that need to be made
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when it makes its recommendations earlier on certain syrnptomatic
problems.

Mr Speaker, [want to go on record on behalf of my party to say
that we support this Moticn before the House.

Thank you. fApplause]
‘The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member.
Hon Minister of Education.

Hon Henry B Jeffrey: Mr Speaker, let me first of all thank ail the
Members who have spoken for supporting this Motion

I did say in my little presentation that we should stay clear of
attempting to make this inquiry into any form of a witch-hunt, Tam sure
that all the Members, including Mr Alexander himself, will support mein -
saying that the security forces, and the Police Forcein particular, has
given and is continuing to give sterling service to Guyana. His concerns
are what these terms of reference are all about.

We have come o this stage largely because, as Mr Dev has rightly
pointed out, there are some systemic problems, and, of course, there
are the more specific problems pointed out by Mr Alexander. Butwe
should do all we possibly can to prevent this inquiry from becoming any
form of a witch hunt.

Talk about extra-judicial killings, as he puts it, has been there for
ever solong. We must try to avoid bringing that, as such, into this inquiry,
not only as a complaint but almost as a quarrel, bringing bias into the
inquiry itself.

Mr Dev, 1 take your point Honourable Member, that there is
something amiss in attempting to put together a commission with some
general formations and some specific ones, and then attempting to ask
that the specific ones be the first to be reported on. But, as [ said inmy
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presentation we hope that this Commission, and we urgeittolook at its
task intoto, (o look at the general formation even asitis dealing with the
specific. As you must know, at the end of any process, the Commission
will have the opportunity to revise its original programme.

So, 1 again thank all the Members here for their support and do
hope that the task of the Commission will be made less problematic if ali
of us not only can give our support in this House, but can go to our
various commumities and let our constituents understand that the idea of
this investigation is to modernize, to make a better Police Force, to make
a better Disciplined Forces and not to castigate or to witch-hunt
individuals,

1 thank you, Mr Speaker. fApplanse]
Motion put and caried.
ADJOURNMENT

The Speaker: Honourable Members, this brings our business for today
to anend.

Hon Minister of Parliamentary Affairs,

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud: Mr Speaker, I move that the National
Assembly stands adjourned to Monday, 19 May 2003 at 14:00H

The Speaker: Before I adjourn, Honourable Members, T would like Lo
invite you to remain for refreshments on two grounds: the fiflieth
anniversary not of this National Assembly but of our Legjslative Council
under umversal adult sutfrage, and, secondly, the debate on the Motion
which was just approved brings to an end the bulk, not all, of our business
in relation to the recent matters under discussion.

That is why I did not adjourn at 16:00 H because the emphasis of the
refreshments today is of a liquid nature. Thank you very much.
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The Assembily stands adjourned to Monday.

Adjourned accordingly at 17:35 H



