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Most people can enjoy expanded social services without corresponding real economic growth.
All of this Cde. Speaker, it would appear to be self-evident but it is necessary I think to restate
the simple facts of life at a time when several speakers on the other side of the Assembly seem
to expect for example, that almost everything must now be subsidized. But, Cde. Speaker,
subsidized with what? Cde. Speaker, we do not pride ourselves with having windbags on this
side. So the economy must be reconstructed and revitalised by means of a fair appropriate at
this stage. We cannot as a responsible Government simply sit back fold our hands and do
nothing while the economy trips. Still less can we resolve serious problems of imbalance in
the economic financial structure by empty rhetoric. Cde. Speaker there are no magical
solutions. Indeed Cde. Speaker, the Guyanese people themselves are highly conscious and
knowledgeable and they want their Government to do something to take resolute action to
bring about an improvement in the situation. I am sure that with the necessary explanations
they will understand and appreciate the steps now being taken to correct the imbalances and
ultimately to improve the conditions of life in Guyana. But surely no one in this house our
outside likes or enjoys harsh measures, while everyone relatively embraces the bonanzas and
measure that tend to put more money in their pockets and improve their lot immediately. But
the solutions to our problems are not always without some pleasure, without some measure of
sacrifice and the illness in our economic problems require strong remedy at this time. The
remedy or medicine prescribed are not at all palatable some maybe bitter but the effective cure
has to prescribe not only Aspirin, we must find a real and lasting cure. As my colleague
described it yesterday, Daramdeo Sawh, medicines also have side effects that are not pleasant,
but it must be borne if the complete treatment is to succeed. The Minority seeks to focus
attention mainly on one element of a package rather than consider the total package. In so
doing I submit that they mis-represent and distort the objectives of the measures contained in
the budget. Of course, Cde. Speaker, they may consider that this is in the narrow secretarial
political interest. But for us we need to understand very clearly what are the objectives. What
then, Cde. Speaker, are the objectives? (1) To correct certain relative price distortion in the
country. For example the exchange rate. The exchange rate of $4.40 to one dollar has become
unrealistic. As you have heard certain exports, rice, gold and others already had received a
higher official rate while it is common knowledge that the money was being traded on the
parallel market at something like $20 US to $1 G. (2) The second objective is to curb the
parallel market if not eliminate it. No one on this side is saying that we can with one stroke
curb the parallel market but at least we could go some way towards curbing it. (3) To
stimulate the economic activities particularly in the manufacturing and export fields and (4) to
exploit and expand employment opportunities which would be expected to result from the
stimulation of such economic activities. Such then Cde. Speaker, are the broad objectives and

measures have been introduced and are being put in place to effect these far reaching
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objectives.Of course we do not pretend that from now on it will be plain sailing that
everything will be fine and dandy. What we say is that these measures, painful in some
respects can be geared to work to get our economy going to the benefit of the entire nation.
We have to look at the whole package and what it is intended to do rather than at each element
in isolation from the other.

Furthermore, Cde. Speaker, recognising that the currency adjustment in this case a
devaluation was necessary, this Government of the People’s National Congress concerned
about the well being of the workers and the masses, put in place other measures to cushion to
some degree and as far as is practicable the likely impact on the cost of living. These have
been adumbrated in the Budget speech and explained further during the debate by members
on this side of this Assembly and we recognise that they are wide-ranging from the tax relief
measures, including the separate filing of income tax returns by husbands and wives and there
are other benefits in health, transport and other services. In this respect, Cde. Speaker, I think
that we should also note what has happened in the case of Guysuco. Coming back to the state
of profitability, we have seen the announcement made recently that sugar workers will
participate in profit sharing for the first time since 1974. This will be an expense of some $7

or $8 million.
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Incidentally, Cde. Speaker, I go through this entire speech, it is a long speech and no
where have I seen any reference by General Secretary Gorbachev to the words Marxism and
Leninism. Cde. Speaker, we are also accused of needing a large state sector for patronage, but
let me say that state sector has to do with object two of the People’ National Congress, and that
is to our commitment and socialist ideal and more particularly to ensure that the People of
Guyana own and control for their benefit the natural resources of the country. Applause. But
Cde. Speaker, let me also in the same vein remind Members on the other side of what we saw
only the other day in the Guyana Chronicle on Tuesday 20th January, which referred to under
the Headline “One hundred Companies propose joint business ventures in the Soviet Union”
and the report speaks of firms from several countries West and East, England, West Germany,
Japan, France, India, and the United States who are seeking to take up those proposals for
having joint ventures in the Soviet Union. And look at this: Exemption from taxes is also
guaranteed for the first two years and these regulations have been made since January 1, 1986.
So Comrades it is important that we should not be mislead by Cannars of certain elements of
the Opposition. They will be very constructive if they are studying what is happening in other
countries they have been sighting to us.

Again, Cde. Speaker, very quickly the News from Soviet Union published by the Press
agency, a writer by the name of Gandi Zonaski is alleged to have said in 1987:

“The second and most important one is to put all enterprise on economic accountability
which in fact is the socialist equivalent to the law of average. Only recently those who support
them in economic... have been considered. Now their ranks are swelling rapidly because they
proceed from the realities of life” and that is what we are doing, proceeding from the realities
of life.” Applause. I would just like to sight one other; in Poland, the National Congress, the
Government of the Polish United Congress Party was addressed by the General Secretary of
the Polish party and he spoke about the problem of inflation and then he goes on “Mainly, |
will re-attain the equilibrium accepting the inherent consequences about major reduction of
subsidies, rationalisation of prices.. self financing, strict regime of austerity in work discipline,
stronger motivation for working people and consequently faster growth of national income or
failing to accept these regiments we will no longer find saddled with market shortages,
producers markets, constant threat from profiteers, close incentive for workers and reduced
competition for faster development. And so is it to be either harder today in order to have an
easier tomorrow or half measures followed by sharp results. Cde. Chairman, I hasten to move
on. Now, I would because of time and I think we have had enough of this aspect of the matter.
Cde. Speaker, I would like to say that adjustments involve not only economic structures and
mechanism, it has also to do with attitudes, attitudes to work, a lifestyle and our expectations.
We need as a nation to develop more of a spirit of self-help within the overall pursuit of self-

reliance and we need to more efficient and effective use of our resourses for survival and
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progress.As indicated earlier we cannot, as a responsible Government abdicate our
responsibility to the nation. The measures proposed in the Budget speech together with
other ongoing measures is designed to raise the level of performance of the economy and
in turn improve the well being of our people. At this time therefore it is in our nation’s
best interest that we Guyanese eschew the vividness and shun those who would disrupt
rather than build. The spirit, Cde. Speaker, of Mashramani is almost upon us. The theme
for this year’s observance is developing Guyana together. Let us go in this spirit as loyal
patriotic Guyanese. Let us then in this spirit as loyal patriotic Guyanese resolve to
develop our Guyana together Applause.

Domingo: Cde. Speaker, while I would not wish to comment or deal with the
characteristics of this Budget, for me it is good to note as for all of us, there has been no
area that has been isolated or left cause for any serious concern. I would therefore like to
express my simple approval that the 1981 Budget has provided extensively new areas of
development. The Budget serves as a propelling force and therefore serve as a link for
increased investment for tri-sectorial economy. In so doing, it provides ways for
increasing the level of our production. It ensures as patriotic citizens the greater increase
in the utilisation of our domestic goods and services locally in keeping with our policy of
national self reliance, and further strengthening our political and economic dependence
and lessen our concern for dependence on the outside world for the goods and services
which we can provide locally. Increased investment and increased production will
provide areas of employment. Increased investment and production will gear us for
increased export and towards more competitive prices. Greater production and exports
will earn us greater foreign exchange and greater foreign exchange will earn for us
essential goods and services, which we cannot provide ourselves with locally especially
at this time of our development. Cde. Speaker, I have generalised my own way according
to my simple intelligence and understanding of the 1987 Budget but as I mentioned
earlier there was no areas that call for physical debate. It would be futile for me to imitate
the Cde. Minister of Finance presentation. I would therefore like to deal with my area of
concern and would endeavour in my style of presentation to highlight hinterland
development, involvement of Amerindian in community, regional and national
development. Cde. Speaker, yesterday’s debate brought about some real concern, concern
not only for the commendable fact of impact findings and presentations brought out by
members of the Opposition. I would want to personally challenge two members of the
Opposition, Mohamed and Nokta who has been very very good in seeing far, for having
the type of telescopic eyes and standing from wherever they are and be able to see exactly
what is happening in Region 1 and 9. But more so Cde. Speaker, we in the PNC do not

nenoeve om seeomg, we do not believe in abstaining.
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(cde. Domingo continues)

But doing and ensuring that the welfare and development of all the peovle of
Guyana are safe.

I would also like %o thank Mr. Abraham for making my task even simplier for
his rebuke to those comrades. HMNr. Abraham highlighted the medical services in
both those regions, sufficient drugs,and he mentioned Moruca and other areas
and the dscrease in malaria in Region 9. He slso commended the community
health worker programme that has been implemented and I think generally he
supported Govermment's initiatives at this stage.

My friends on the other thand were caught in, I would say, Jumbled facts
and could not even tell which from which. I would also like to warn that the
next time Cde. Hokta is in the region Iwould ensure that he gets the right
vehicle for transportation since I think he mentioned he peid $30 the last trip.
It would be a pleasant itask of mine to ensure that the Member Jjoins the right
car on entry and departure. I think that would be a pleasant task for me as
an Amerindian Captain.

I would like to say further that we on this side of the Asgenbly have got
the personalities and capsbilities of reprasenting pecple, and personally I do
not want any form of representation from any other Member of this side of the
Assembly.

To return to the Budget, as I said, my main focus would be on those areas.
What impact has this Budget got on the system of regionalism generally? The
system has been instituted under the Local Government Act and is for the vital
aspect of socialist democracy. Regionalism is so instituted to orgenise as
many people as possible to manage and develop the entities in which they live.
The Budget has set out clearly to achieve those objectives and to further
strengthen the system of local democracy. It ensures, therefore, the efficient
managenent and development of those areas, organising popular co-operation in
respect of the political, economic and social life of those areas. It provides
us, therefore with the task and the duty to maintain and protect public property,

to improve the working and living conditions, promoting the social and
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cultural life of people, raising the level of civic consciousness and so
consolidating social legality end safeguarding the rights of citizens.

Cde. Speaker, I want to highlight some other areas since the Budget, as I
said, has further strengthened the cause of regionalism. We have not been able
to highlight some of those facts and I can assure this Assembly that since this
Government came into being, for last year 1986 our educational and training
has been upgraded and :?iumber of people that were trained and offered hinterland
scholarships amounted to over 1,067. Presently, the total number of students
that are in training in various institutions amount to a total of 185. Apart
from that we have got 56 hinterland students that have been on the teachers'
upgrading course and are presently in Training at the Cyril Potter's College of
Bducation., We have got other areas of training for our people. Some are being
trained as nurses, midwives, some are being trained in the Medex Programme, some
of which have returned and are serving in their respective communities. Some
are serving as agricultural officers, some are serving in corporations, some are
in our banking institutions and in many other areas we can find people. That
glone can show the kind of concern that this Government has with regards to
developing and the development of the hinterland regionsg and the development
of the people in thise areas.

I want to further say thet with the supply of milk end biscuits to those
nursery schools, for instance, in Region 1, some of the schools have been
benefiting from thig servece glready. But apart from that, it is the task of the
comnunity to ensure the well being and development of its future leaders and I
want to state here that in my community we did not wait for Govermment to send
milk and biscuits, but we undertook the initiative and made available at least
one hot meal to those students at Kwebana Primary School. It is our intention
that this programme is intensified so that we will be able to have these students
fed during the school hours. That is our programme, and I would urge this Assembly
that we should ensure that we make more meaningful contributions in our community
by being more fully involved, I think we would be doing much justice for our
young society and generally for people of this country, rather than making empty,
rhetorical and misleading statements like those made some time ago.

The comrades on the opposite side referred to a number of issues that have
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been going in those regions. Some of those mentioned regerded schools,
transportation, repairs of roads and what have you. It is quite true that there
were g number of problems but I want to deal with the maintenance and repairs
of schools and buildings. This is part of our regional programme and this is
an on-going programme. I would alsc like to state here that it is very
unfortunate that those comrades, lembers of the Finority, did not see it fit

erection of new
to mention what we have been doing as regards repairs and/btuildings and
institutions which are being completed in those regions, They just sought

to identify those areas of weskness.
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Domingo:

With regards to transportation this is a problem and it is Government’s policy and
intention that we look at those problems so I do not need to deal with that because I think
it is stated clearly in the budget that that is part of Government’s policy programme for
development. It is true that some areas are terrible but not as was identified yesterday. I
want to say also that since Government vote is always there it is our intention to look at
all of these problems during the ensuing year as part of our program. Cde. Speaker, I
want to say that our agriculture development has not been very bad. In fact, it has been
increasing in terms of its production and productivity but for this year it is intended, and I
want to refer to Region 1 that a number of experimental stations at Burma, Hosorroro,
Moruka will be upgraded. We would also be looking at the development of further crops,
blackeye, legumes, peanuts and development of our citrus crop. In one area, we will be
concentrating on the coffee and cocoa development.

Fishing industry will be another area of concern and there is an artisanal fishing complex
that is to be set up at Mariwana Hunction. This will cater for fishermen and fishing
activities and thus boost the fishing activities in the region. For 1987 also it is expected
that enfolding of 16 acres of land would be done along the Waunna and Hossorroro road.
It is our intention to introduce a livestock programme in the region. We have started a
programme at Hossorroro. Cde. Speaker, I would like to highlight for example another
area, health. This has been boosted also in the region and as was mentioned, the
programme is ongoing and the starting of an additional health programme has been doing
well. Therefore, Cde. Speaker, what is our task or concern with this budget. Let us first
give this Budget the credibility it deserves. let us provide our communities with the right
type of information organizing the people in all sphere of society, engaging them in
greater production and productivity and enhancing the social and economic well-being.
We on this side of the Assembly, Cde. Speaker, will continue to display our intelligence
and work towards this end and we will continue to ensure at all times that in all
circumstances that our Party or Government will continue to be the vanguard of the
masses of the people of Guyana. Our task is towards economic balance and
reconstruction. Applause.

Janet Jagan: Mr. Speaker, in examining this budget I am concerned with what is
happening to the quality of life in Guyana. I listened to the Minister of Mobilization and
he spoke about proceeding from the realities of life and I want us to look at the realities
of life in this country. He also made a remark that we much not be mislead. We must not
be misled into believing that this Budget is the same Minister said is going to expand our
employment opportunities etc. We have to look at the realities and we must not be
misled. The same Minister told us about this Budget improving the conditions of life in
Guyana. [ have grave doubts about that. In fact, I have to examine what is happening to
the standard of living of Guyanese. Conditions of life has deteriorated. He also said to us

that the illness requires some remedy. Since I am on the subject of health, I think it might
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be good to look at this striking expression that the illness requires some remedy. Any
doctor will tell you that the first thing is to diagnose the illness. If you do not diagnose
the illness no matter what remedies you give, it will never cure. I know that from my own
experience. Just last week, a woman came to me to assist her in her problem. Her
problem was that she was very ill. Laughter. If you listen to me you would not laugh. She
was very ill and she came to me for help as do many people who are seeking cure on how
to solve their problems. In her case, she had been to the regional hospital, the public
hospital in Georgetown, spent one week in a private hospital and she had seen two private
doctors. I think that happens frequently with people who are ill and who are looking for a
remedy and run many places and I had guided her in the right direction. It turned out that
she was completely and totally misdiagnosed in all the five places she went and when the
right diagnosis was found, she started getting the right treatment. Now this Government
does not properly diagnose what is wrong with the economy but they are going ahead
with strong remedies which might possibly kill the patient. Now in looking at the quality
of life in Guyana, we have to examine certain norms that may give us an indication of
what is happening. For example, the Pan American Health Organization report on the
health conditions of the Americas in the section of Guyana 1981-84 shows that the infant
mortality rate in 1984 was 45 for 1,000 births. Last year the Budget said that the infant
mortality rate was 40 thousand and then it had fallen in recent years to as low as 35
thousand. But I wonder how true last year’s Budget was because we can only go by
accepted international standards. In 1982 as I reported in this house before, the world
population of children reference bureau had shown that Guyana had an infant mortality
rate of 44, which was the highest in the Caricom. The highest. The closest to us was St.
Vincent with 38.1. That was in 1982. PAHO report said that last year it was 45 per
thousand and our Budget said it was 40 per thousand. I am not sure what the truth is but
the indications are that things has been worsening with our child population. Some time
ago, PAHO had noted that Guyana had the largest incidence in childhood nutrition in the
English speaking Caribbean. I think in its most recent report, PAHO reported that

nutritional deficiency is the fore leading cause of death among children in Guyana.
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It ceases to be a guarantee. The environment remains the sare vith impure weter suppfies.
Government has removed subsidies, increased taxation and removed price control. It

gives an incentive to blackmarketingdnd when these prices go up poverty inereases, Pure
water supply, im my motion last July I sighted all the areas where the water supoly

wag so poor, Oh they sald everything wes going to be fine, everything is going to be
okay and they will settle the whole thing in two or three months, The fact of the
matter is like the wind bags over there we hear a lot of noise but they do not produce
results, They talk about wind bags, they talk aboub rice and T have not seen the

solution to the water problem, It is not being selved. Take for example on the

Bssequibo coast, exors, Weatherton Hall, one of the gentlemen sitting over thers

should know that at Cof¥ee Grove they have not had any water for five momths® There
are some other places that have not had water for I and two months ~ how do you think
typhoid increases. You do not even have the regents required for testing the typhoide
You cannot even test the tyrheid, you do not even have the lahoratory facilities, it
is in a mess and there are so many incidents of bad vater supplies where the water is
impure that you are bound to have disesses. And there is not only typhold, gastro,
entiritis and so.one We talk in this budget about improving the quality of life,

to improve conditiong of life in Guyana. We had a motion just a fev daus ago about
improving the life for our aging Guyanese citizens. After that debete where the
Minister rejected our proposals to bring a little help to the aged and pensioners,
they range from 76 yrars to 81 years, they are old men and there pants are narrow.
They had poor eyesight, they worked in the sugar estates all their life, they told

me they began vork at IO eents a day and vhat do they get? They do not qualify for
FIS so they get 16 dollars a week from the sugar estate and on that they have to live
because the Gentleven and ladies on the other side of the house feel that.’é’? a
month is suificient along with a minimum of 15 dollars a weeke At least four men
areé getting 16 per week therefore they are not entitled to getting old age pension
therefore how @re they to live, There is no health care, and they are making a lot
of hot noise about improving the 1ife of Guyanese but the fact is that the life of
Guyanese are going down down cown. Three of ug were on this side of the House

here in this Parliament in the colonial times, in 1953 and I was one of them and

I am able from then to now to see what is happening to the quality of life in

Guyana. Wowv we see bepgars om the road. Now you see people sleeping all over the
olace and they are talking of quality of lifes T was there and I know I had never
seen such toverty as I am seeing to day and the poverty has been brought to this
country by the Government, They have been sitting there for 22 years and they

have been unable to diagnose the ills and now 22 years later they are talking about strong
medicine and bringing the devaluation has only started. You are only seeing the tip of

what the cost of living will be in another week or two it will be totally unmanageable.



-16-

The Minister spoke yesterday, the Minister of Health, about the WHO objectives of
health for all before the year 2000. I say at the rate we are going no way, because the
health is tied up not only with the services offered by the Government, but with all
the other factors of life like the food wants, the environment, the quality of housing,
all of these things are involved in the question of health. We heard a big noise when I
brought a motion the other day, on we are bringing in some 300,000 gallons of milk,
I ask here where is the milk, are the children getting the milk? Are the mothers
getting the milk? No way.

You are not telling the truth. The fact is that our children are not getting
the pint a day they need 4o keep In good health. How are you going to have
the children of today, giving you health in the year 2 00C at the rate we are
going how are we going to have health for all by the year 2,000. We also need

to examine the medical services which has gone so bad that it is embarrassing to
talk about. Our Puhlic Hospital Georgetown does not have the basie drugs,

it does not have X arays, it does not have surgical dressing and gloves.

In fact T was told that the new minister of Health was teld by one of the

Doctors that he could not perform an operetion because they did not have glovess
They have swept the institution clean and they are now talking about cutting
down on perscnnel, Professional nurses do more work. This is the kind of hospital
we have that has gone right down the hill, So I say that ome of the essentlal
factors that we have to look at in this budget is what is it doing to the quality
of 1ife and T say that the standard of living which Ies dropped considerably will
wnfortunately drop further tecause of the iniquitious budget which has added
more and more burdeng on the backs of the working people of Guyana. Applause.
Munroe: Cde. Speaker it is with a sense of gratitude and pride that I wish

to assosiate myself with those of my colleagues vho have spoken and take this
eppertunity to congratulate the Cde. Minister of Finance for presenting such a well
thought out budget. A budget which has considerable for the small man and which
gives hope to the megses. Cde. Speaker I would wish to speak on our country's
food self-sufiiciency programme and the progress it has made along with our
women involvement. Any nation Ode. Spesker, which cannot and which does not
atterpt to feed itself will find its self in jeopardy. And we will all recall
that our founder lrader, that man of foresight and vision gave the lead by
introducing the objective to fesd, clothe and house the nation. This objective
of food production hes been followed feverishly and viporously in so many wayse
Cde. Speaker, the agricultural drive initiated by our Government has as one of
its objective and will ontinue to have during 1987 the promotion of regional
self gufficiency in food and other items including those for daily use and the
provision of incentives such as renumberation and price, improved services in the
areas of marketing, supply and distribution, research, credit, technical training, and
advice, workers control and farm access. Considerable progress has been made in

all these areas and has culminated in the steady advancement at both regional
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and national level towards self sufficiency in several important areas. At the national level
our edible oil production doubled between 1984 and 1985 due to the hard work put in by

the staff at Neocol and as a result of the coconut rehabilitation programme. This programme
was successful in encouraging renewed attention by our farmers to clearing weeds and drains

on the coconut estates. And overall increase in the number of coconuts collected.
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(cde. Munroe continues)

Further, the abolition of the price control for copra increased production.
Today, we have reached the stage where nut collection has passed the 51 million
mark in 1986, and the farmer has sccess to coconut nurseries all over the
country for a supply of young seedlings to continue the rehabilitation of his
or her estate,

Production of edible oil from coconuts and other sources was over 595,000
gallons in 1986, e are indeed onthe road to self-sufficiency in this area.

Let us examine another important food item - milk, This Government,long
ago, identified the need for us to develop our own resources. We saw the danger
to this country of an increasing dependence on cheap milk from abroad, dumped
on us at subsidised prices by developed countries. It was in their interests
to suppress the development of our own production. We therefore took steps to
introduce a special programme to encouragethe achievement of self sufficiency in
milk in this country in the shortest possible time. We all know of the
achievements of the National Dairy Development Programme, which was started in
1984. This programme focussed immediately on the problem of providing improved
pastures for our cattle, scme of which had been accustomed o roam by the roadside
creating traffic hazards. Today, we must sll be proud of the jewel bright
pastures of antelope grass dotting our countryside. Our farmers became motivated
to milk inereasing numbers of their cettle, they have been given the freedom to
gell at their own price and we have seen in several areas the vrice of milk
reduced as the production increased. Indeed, I feel Region 2 has won the prize
in this area since milk is now a mere 31.75 per pint at Anna Regina.

Indeed, in many regions we are fast aporoaching the production of sufficient
milk not only for gelf-gufficiency, but a surplus to export to urben aress. Our

million
national production increased from 3.% million galleons in 1983 to 4.8/gallons
in 1985 and the survey which will be undertaken shortly is expected to show that
during 1986 we passed the 5.1 million gallon mark, This programme is well
underway and has now gone into high gear with the large scale importation of

quality cattle by both state and private enterprises. The country has also

benefitted from a donation of a quantity of frozen semen by the Food and
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Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations as & boost to the artifical
insemination programms.

So you see, Cde. Speaker, prospects are bright for our dairy industry and
in the near future the provision of a pint-a-day for those who need it
will be a reality in Guyana

Another outstanding step in the achievement of self-sufficiency has been
taken in the area of ground provisions and plantains. Over 47 million pounds
of ground provisions and 5% million pounds of plantaing were harvested during
1986. Indeed, our provision farmers have made a sterling contribution to
feeding our nation and incentives in the form of providing local markets for
increased industrial development, based on their produce, are being put in
place to encourage their continued production.

Much reseerch work by I.4.5.T. and other agencies has already been put
in the use of composite flours - rice and wheat, cassava and wheat, plantain
and breadfruit flour for the use of making biscuits,cakes, pastry and bread.
We must note with satisfaction the successes in these areas and the ability to
develop and expand on the use of rice flour. It is encouraging, too, Cde.
Speaker, to know that D.I.E. will in a short while be embarking on the
manufecture of biscuits made from composite flours both for home consumption
a3 well as the export market.

We have also seen improvements in our production of fish and shrimp, in
the harvest of coffee and cocoa and in the production of green vegetables and

fruits. How did these bumper harvests come about?
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Let us Qook at vhat the budget hes fe esy stout timber. The timber industry
ig in a very serious situation. A number of sawmills have been closed down
The Cde, Minister vas talking about exploring the timer markets and trying to
get the timber out of Guyana, That is not possible.Comrade wnder the present
situation. You are not going to get the Trinidad Market. Trinidad is
buying timber from Ganada and now when you are making a banker arrangement where
the Canadian Government will be trading Canadianm sugar as a barter arrangement
these people are no fools amd I anm wondering to know why is it in the Turopean
countries these people are planting first and they can be able to sell their
lunber here., ve in Guyana do not have to plant, ve have to extract and yet
you do not have the posibility of exporting your timber to these important
comtrics, But most important of all Ode, Minister what sort of relation agreement you
have with carlcom so that wa cannot sell them our lumber. Ve odght to examine
this mtter carefully. Do not throw out the question of btargaining and I want
you to look at this vhole ouestion, Cde. Speaker, what I am talking about is
what I know because of my travelling and when I say 12 sawmills close down I
know what I am talking about.

I now want to go further and make some point about the riee industry. The
rice industry according to this budget is in trouble, serious trouble. Comrades
for your information we have in this country about 276,000 acres of land whick
cen erow riee out of that enly 50 per cent is being properly utilized. T do net
have the time to tell you why 1t is not properly wtilized but I will invite you
to let us walk in the respective regiong, don’t sit ag a minister in this house
and depend on a few hearsay getinto the field and if vhen you get into the
field you find out vhat I am saying is not so then you can relieve me of my
seat in this Parliament, Cde. Speaker, the future isgloomy not only for rice dut for
many of us here, United States have been exporting corn, vheat ani rice to the
caricom countries, Just imagine I ask the comrades vho is dealing with this
particular matter how is it we have arelationship with the caricom countries
and United States is in the making of cxporting rice, com and wheat of eourse
Céies Spesker, we have to look at this because we are loosing our mirkets, The
Cde. Minister has said that he hag lost a number of markets vhether they are
competitive or not. Cde. Speaker, we must be well informed. Rice mills are being constructed in
Jamaica, St. Vincent, and in Trinidad and Ihope we will not have the cause to sell the paddy to
these people. Cde. Speaker, when we raised the question about meaningful participation of the
R.P.A. a big thing was made about it, but the problem is that we have raised this question

because to be involved not that we want to survive. We want to make certain that people



22-

do no* rmm avay from this country and that is vhy this motion should have heen
pasied in this Parliament. Cde. Speaker, the rice industry is in serious trouble
There is an ares that you call Onverwagt in Bushlot that can grow 50,000 acre s of
riee, T invite you to see only 4,000 has been planted and this iz consistent with
what the Honourable Minister caid here that from 49 rice farmers ve are producing
20,000 rice and the farmers have left and more are leaving.

Cde, Spraker, the Guyana Libya Cooperation came here with a bang with Mr. Kennard
They are in trouble, ihey have no water supply there and even the paddy they produced
there is sub- standard. In an area like Canme Grove where the rice mill has
been closed down for geme time there are 3,000 acres of rice land and only 1,000
is operatings Cde. Speaker, I have a cheque. here vhere a rice farmer, who planted
and sold his paddy to the GFB was givon this cheque nearly tvo months ago. T myself
vent to the bank and they told me to go back, do not call it a bounced cheque it
would be rude, say it reeds to be adjusteds Laughter.

This man has to pay the local authority Bill and many other Bills. Now let us
be honest, Cde. Vie if you were to be given a cheque for your salary and it vas
bounced for a few months what would you do? Let us put owrselves in the position
of these people. Cde. Speaker, let me go on, On the West Coast of Demerars,
paddy has to be sold twice and tris is happening because of many conditions not
only vater suptly, we do net have proper seedlings arrangement in this country
vhere farmers can have pure seedlings to plant, Essequibo used to produce that
but that vag long agoe Leguan, a comrade spoke about water suprly in leguan
and things are roing well and T em in sympathy with soze of you beeause T know
you vere informed so. But I was in Leguan Sunday and the sitvetion is not as is
being said here. They have 8,000 aerss of riece land end only 3,000 is bring planted

and even the project implemented is not in completionand it is giving the farmers
2 lot of problem. Let us come to the Wakenaam silo coastructed there, The silo
is being taken off from Wakenaam and verts teing sent to Essequibo. Wakenranm do
not have any rice only paddy so the parts arc being taken off and sent to Essequibo

in other words they are forcing the farmers to send their paddy to Essequibo to
occupy the silo. You must look at this thing. Let me come to the mighty E. Coast.

1t was supposed to produce 300,000 bags of paddy, the figure was just around

178,000 bags. Cde. Speaker, this is not to do with me and you this has to do with the
economy. In 1964 under the colonial regime the PPP was able to produce 164,000 tons

of rice and in 1983 after 21 years you have just produced 156 tons of rice. What is really
happening and if we were to work it at the rate of the land development there was an
increase of 10.6 percent but now we should have got 500,000 tons of rice produced, this is

not so.
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You vould never know but the farmers are finding it difficult and the Comrade,
mentioned that the farmers in the Rupununi are using stones for files and things
like thats Cde. Spesker, I would advise this Parliament that instead of allowing
the State entities or the two PNC entities to take over the profit of the flour

that is being sold, let this profit from the wheaten flour be given to farmer

to subsidise the farmers so that the imputs for agriculture so that the farmer
vill be able to survive and stick to the land, This is as straight as the night
leaves the day. You must give the farmers subsidies. When the PPP was operating
wider the colonial Government you agked for $5million sunsidy for the GMC. By now
1986 we should have had $200 million dollars to subeidize the farmers to keep them
going. Cde. Spesker, we have not vet sstablished in this government a real and
genuine export policy for agrieulture mroduct and this has to be worked
out, A country like this which hag trememdous potention, and almost every single
thing you can imgine and yet we are not exporting anything, Tt needs to
be examined and carefully worked out. Too mych time is vasted talking about nothing,
We mentioned something about sea defences. I vould like to make this view to all
of us, Sea defence is threatening this country and if you do not care vour sea
defences many of us will be wiped off along the coaztland.

Cde. Speaker, ve spoke of a lot of shortages in this budget but very strange
is the shortage of rocks in this country, They cannot get rocks to build and
construet sea deferecs that is the complaint of the region. Cde. Spesker, they are
breaking the gune to pass thr walls and T vant to ask the Minister concerned to
#e sometime to let us discuss my experience Cde. Speaker, I can go on to explain
some thinrs to you that are not planning in the farming, sugar, rice and bauxite
industries. It is pecessary for us to re-examine this whole situation, this Budget.
Ode, Speaker, cannot solve the problems of the Guyanese ration. There are a lot
on inconsistenecies and thr re is no genulne relation, We have a problem to deal
with and it is not the mtter or eircumstances but how ve vill deal with the circumstances
and this budget has not civen us the vay and idea how we are going to dexl with this

circunstances in the couwntry, Suspension
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I bave been listening to all that has been said by Members on the opposite side
of 'this honourable Assembly and find it difficult to come to any other conclusion
than that some members have either not read or have noitread with clarity this
Budget Speech that we aretoday discussing. Permit me to make reference to just
a few instances of prescriptions for gelf-reliance. First, let us look at
page 9, and my colleagus Cde. Habbibulla yesterday dealt with some of the
prescriptions here where thée budget prescribes the generation of large enough
numbers of cadres "$o orzanise and sirengthen the information systems for
planning in today's uncertain milieu; the need to standardise and streamline the
methodology for planning at Regional, Sectoral, and National levels; the nead to
ingtitutionalise an appropriste monitoring mechanism; . . ."

Cde. Speaker, at random, I turn pages. Let us lock at page 13. It
talks about the development of biogas stoves and lamps by the Institute of
Applied Schience and Technology, and on page 16 - I do not know if the hon.
Member of the Assenbly who was the last spsaker before the break read this,
it states:

"The Government has also, in its technical assistance programue
signed with the IDB under the Industrial Rehgbilitation Loan, been
promoting seminars on project preparation intended to enhance the
capability of the private sector to prepare projects for submission
to financing agencies."

We can look at page 19 under the caption of "Science and Technology". It
states:
"The IAST, which is the main organ for the implementation of
government's science and technology policy, has completed work
on the technical development of sanitary ware, and ceramic¢ wall
and fooor tiles."
Purther down the page statess:
"Other greas of successful development include glue from fish
bladder and the manuficture of several products utilising balata.
NARI has recently indicated that it has successfully developed a
genetically pure variety of riceand a variety suitable for the
manufacture of flour. The Ssnata Textiles Limited work has, after
successful development of the vroduct, commenced on the production
of towelling and knitted materisl.”
Then, if we take page 45 "Neasures to stimulate economic Activity", it states:

"The lynch-pin of the programme for economic resuscitation in
the coming years is the expansion of our productive capacity. In
1987, the Jovernment proposes to adopt specific measures to stimulate

the production of export and non-traditional commodities. Three
measures are to be employed to this end."
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It is for these reasons that all of us in this honoursble Assembly, including you

Cde. Speaker, must unite in not only accepting this Budget but in perpetuating

the implementation of the measures outlined here in.

sone
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(Cde. Odie-Ali continues)

Of course, Cde. Spesker, this Government, made up as it is of members of the
People's National Congress, the vanguard Party, the only party capable of leading
this country in these trying times, hes a history of able, far-sighted and
efficient leadership. As way back as 1971, our dear departed Founder Leader,
Cde. Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham, discussed with us this concept of self-
reliance as follows:

"There is one central theme to the PRC philosophy and thet may be
described as self reliance, that may be interpreted asself help."

« + o+ MAssistance from without is welcome, but the basic task of

development, the basic need to develop can only be satisfied by the

efforts of the people by their relying upon their own resources and the

resources of their country, combining and exploiting those to achieve

the objectives and goals which they have set themselves."

In 1981, our Founder Leader again cautioned us. He said that to survive as part
of the world community, we shall have to produce for internstional markets.

And now in 1986 our present astute and distinguished Leader, Cde. Eugh Desmond
Hoyte, His Zxcellency the President ofthe Co-operation Republic of Suyana
impressed upon us that in keeping with our party objective of promoting national

self-reliance, we are required, first of all, to mobilise all our local

these resources.
Cde. Speaker, I submit that this budget enunciates the most practical

applications of self reliance at this juncture of our economic experiences.
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And three measures which are to be employed are outlined - Export Allowances,
Land Development Allowances, Reactivation Allowances. I would really want to
recommend that Hembers on the other side of this Assembly read the Budget, read
it ag if there is no reading disability and understand what they read. Thig,
Cde. Speaker, is a good Budget and we must all support it.

Yesterday I sat here and I listened intently to my colleague Cde.Collymore
on ths stage giving another dissertation in the ususl chronicle of allegations
against the police generally. It is such a pity that Cde. Collymore had only
been generalising and had not gope into specifics so that I could respond in a
manner that would clearly give this Assembly an opportunity fo come to conclusions
that the learned Member of this Assembly is only speaking because it is his
turn to use up 30 minufes.

The two mabters in which names were mentioned ought not to be commented
upon in this forum since they are at the moment engaging the attention of the
legal authorities and are considered sub judices But, Cde. Speaker, I
understand Cde, Collymore's dilemma in that as I said before he is committed
to uge up the 30 minutes allocated to him in this honourable Assenbly, and
given his all-round limitations, what else are we fo expect from a chimney, but
smoke? And further, whether that chimney is made of metal or muscle, we can
expect that as usual nothing else will be emitted but political smoke.

As I listened to Cde. Collymore yesterday, I was mindful of the Biblical
Beatitude which says: "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say ell manner of evil against you falsely « « »"

That is taken from the Gospel according to St. Hatthew, Chapter 5, verse 1l.
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Cdo. Sposkor, in any cne wook we receive a number of visits, telaphone
calls and letters commending one or other or a group of policemen for some
timely end couragoous action taken om behalf of the public whom they serve.
Cdo. Spoeker, I am constrained by the time alloted to me and so I shall
montion only a fow very recont instances of co-gperstion with and commondations
for membors of the Guyana Police Force. Permit mo to read for this House
an oxtract from a recent issue of the Chronicle Newspaper, a newspaper which
I have found to bo not only informative and entertaining but reports without
distortions

WY mloaso from police Hozdquarters disclosed that the Commissioner of

Police, Ydo, Balirem Raghubir has commended the citizens of Melanie
Damishana end Strathspey, Bast Coest Demerara and those of NOs 13

Villago, Corentyne, Borbics for rospording to the call of residents
who were attacked by armed bandits on their premises,
Tho Commisaioner was referring to an incident which occurred at No. 19
Village, Corentyne, Berbice about 2:30 a.m. on Thuraday when the
Comminity Policing Group spotted two masked men armed with a cutlass,
an iron bar and a piece of rope, entering the oow-pon of a rosidont.
They raised an slarm and called out tho rosidents who oaptured the
bandits, There was an allegation that there was an exchange of blows
as tho bandits resistod arrest and ore of them diod, while the other
one was errested and handed over to the Polico pending chargess"

And yot Cde, Speaker, Cdo. Collymore claims that the Police have poor

public rotations ard do not get tho support of the publice I will now

refor to mother ineident which oarned the Commissionerts commendation,

This incident occurred at about 09:00 hrs lest Friday momming when three

armod bandits wont to the home of a resident at Melanie Damishana and

domanded his cash and jewellery. Again the owner raised en alarm and

the publicmspirited citizens of that area responded to his cries for

holp » In a hid to escepe tho bandits ran and hid themselvos in a clump

of bushes in the Strathspey area, but before doing so they fired shots

from a gun which they wore carrying. It goos on to show the publie

polining groupse

spiritedness of the citizens by membors of the community not just the Community/
Cde, Speaker, citizans have started to make ragnetary contributions

as incentives to policemen, The Bol Alr Lions impressed with the work of

tho Guyana Police Firce sontributed $500 one weok ago, becauso they were

jmpressed with tho work of the Guyana Police Forco. Tho Community at Craig

donated somo §1,100 to the Commissioner of Police and & fur€her $150 to

form part of the incontive fund, Last Fridey a Cde. C, Shama from North

Road contributed $2,000 to the incentive fund and as late as last pight
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The Contral Demerara Lions contributed $1,510 as an incentive for Traffic
Police. On thurasday we are having a little occasion at the 0ffice of the
Commissioner of Polico when they plan to contribute another $4,000. ﬁpﬂ;gggg_g
And yot, Cdo. Spoaker, my colleague Cdo, Collymore claims that the Polise
has poor public relations and do not got support from members of the public.

I will not venture tc say that in thepopulation of Policemen and
Policewomon now in the service of the Guyana Police Force that aong them
we do not have a fow persons whose honosty and whose work performance is not
questisnable. I will not venturo to say so at 2lle.Cde. Speaker, I would
1ike the Comrade to name me any Police force in tho world where there is
not a cortain level of policemen who are engaged in some act of dishonesty
or some lackadaisical attitudes That is a world-wide phonomena. ﬁ\_gnlgggg;?
Cdo. Speaker, whoro do recruits into the Guyana Police Force originate?
Cortainly not from any plece but from our omn country, Guyana, And, Cdo. Spoaker,
these reoruits como to the Polico Force with the failures and accomplishmonts
of this vory socioty and when such recruits aro discoverod the Administration
will put in force the proper mechanism for immediate remedial action. This
rangos from departmentel charges with the appropriate charges meted out against
those who aro found guilty, or examplo, discharge or dismissals to
oriminal charges dealt with in tho pu llc courts of law in Guynnae
Gdo. Speaker, I submit that for the honourable to give the inferonce that
tho Guyana Polico Porce as a unit and that participants of the law onforcoment
programue which we have drawn up for this country, were not performing
thoir dutios would bo grossly unfair, Cde. Collymore talks of lack of
transportation in tho Polico Foree, but I submit that despite such constraints
the Police are not neglecting their duty. Cdo. Speaker, somoone drem my
attention rocently to this leaflet which I could classify as ono deliberately
bent on mischief and misinformation. But I would not say that, I would
just ko to point out that in its issuo of Jamary 19, 1987 that there
is an article "Thanking the Police."

"¥r, Kassim Bacohus of Craig, East Bank, wishes to thank Cple 9252
Austin and the police from tho station for the speed with which they
came to his aid whon ho was attackod by bandits. Hethanks also the
poop of Craig of both racos who came to his aid "
Gdo. Speakor, I wouldlike to advise this hone Assembly that at this moment
taore are 106 funotioning Community Policing Groups in Guyana. These groups
aro basod on tha context of crime provention, Cde. Speaker, I wish to

compend the Guyanese pecple for this and to romind citizens that the
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Guyana Government sces every citizen as a law onforgemont officer and
provision is madefor tho citizen in the laws. The Constitution providos
this Cor the citizems of Guyana that each and everyone be a law onforcement
afficer.

Cdo, Speaker, this ia part and parcel of the solfwreliance to which this
Budget refors. Yes, there are tnese citizens who oxercise the prefercace
not to be part and parcel of this law enforcomont but that is nothing now
nor is it peculier to Guyana, If I had tho time I would have read from
the Gospel according to Luko Chapter 10, Verses 30 = 35, The parabdle of the
good Samaritan as told by tho bost story teller whore choke and rob attacked
a man, bandits, thisves in the street, knocked him down and took all his
money and lsft him with his clothos torn., This phenomena existed throughout
tihe agos and still some people want to say that tho Poople's National
Congross Government is causing tho peopls to choko and rob. That situation
oxisted sinee Biblical days, A priest passed him and likewise a Levite
thon came a good Sa aritan who not only cloansed the wounds and took care

of him but left irstructions that the man be taken care of.
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Cde.Speaker, I submit that from all the evidence that I have already presented,
Guyana is fast becoming a country of Good Samaritan. I call cn all those who
have not;::pressed this altruistic tendency which seme peychologists say is innats,
to do s0 now. Be a Good Samsritan. Have compassion on your neighbour. We are
all part of the state. For ss Aristotle pubs it, anyone who cannct live within
s society and who is not part of the state is either a beast or a god. The
police cannot work alone. They need your continued support and co-operation.

Cde, Collymore makes a big hullabaloo of what he referred to as 'Abscondings'
from the police force totalling 401, I regret that I have to repeat my earlier
romark that I detect that there exists a certsin reading disability problem.

I went and got the ssme 1985 Report he referred to. Would you believe that
what he refers to as 40l sbscondings - on psge 8 of that Report which all of

ug have state that for men whe have reached the age of retirement - 24;

those discharged during probationm, that is, they did not complete susccessfully
their trairing - 58; dismissed, because we could not tolerate whatever nonesense
they were doing - 35;;died ~ 8; and the truth is that there were only 119 of
what you mey term abscondings. There is s resl disability in reading. I wish
to draw the attention of this Assembly --

Ihe Spegker: I wish to draw your attention that you have one minute more.

€de, Odie-Ali: Cde. Speaker I want the Asssmbly to kmow that the Traffic
Department of the Guyana Police Force is doing a job that reflects
Would you believe, Cde, Spesker, that ever though last year we had an increase
of some 3,000 new vehicles reyistered in Guyana adding to a previous total of
57,000, that the sccident figures had decreased. It is this kind of self-reliance
that is reflected in this Budget where people are called upon to use their
initiative and I call on the Members of this Assembly to not just say 'l support
the Budget', but to ensure thet the measures outlired in the 3udget are explained
and prepresented to the people of this country so that we may 21l mske good of a
situation that can only be remedied by the prescription in this Budget.

Mr. Kwavang: Mr. Spesker, I think I will be wanting in courtesy if I did

not express regret that the last speaker did not get an extension. OUbviously,
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she has quite a lot to say and I have a deep interest in the police. I hope to
say something in the Committee of Supply on thaf score. But the passage she
quoted from 9222_@232 just now was put there precisely to show the public that
not all policemen behave the same way. The man cams to 9222_@95@ and insisted
that it should go there because people are always talking about the police and
he wants people %o know that they came to his rescus. There was nothing
compelling us tc publish it. I leave that as an example of how newspapers should
behave in a proper Republic.

I wish to defend the right of everyone in thig Assembly to speak. We have
quite & ot of ground fo cover in helf an hour., I will net be able to cover
the ground., I am here as a victim of circumstances, a vietim of the boldness
of the ruling Party which decided that the W.P,A, should have one seat in the
Assembly. That is boldness and bravery and all sorts of things and
I am going to deal with that a little later. The Budget is really not an
answer to our problems at all. It is ftinkering it is a very serious problem
and dangercus tinkering at that. It is in a position of an open-ended
prophecy. Anyone can get up and prophesy. If you prophesy that there will be
a Second coming without giving a date, no cne can fault us. You just have to
sy it is a loss of faith when they lose hope. The Budget is something of
that ordsr.

But I have been very impressed with the emphasis laid on the
boldness of the Budget and the novelty and the bravery. I want to say that the
P.N.C. does not lack those qualities at all, I want to say, too, that someone
chided Dr. Jagan and the hon. Hember was quite helpful}ﬁs. those of us whe are
interested in those thingsabout this musician
The ruling party does not know the alliance of the devil or this budget, it would

be superfluous.
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This talk about boldness, bravery and novelty remind me of something | was reading on one of
the few occasions when | do read. | am not as well-read as some on the other side and that is well
known, my reading has been very haphazard. In fact Cde. Nokta could not pronounce the Latin
words. Now, this was about 1915 when the French philosopher Vounteer made a visit to
Frederick the Great. Frederick indicted him. He was a great man. He was very interested at
entertaining great people so he entertained VVounteer. Vounteer wrote a letter back home, which
was treated in an essay by EM Foster and he wrote a letter in this train. “The supper patties are
delicious and the King is the life of the company but I have operas, comedies, reviews, concerts.
My colleagues and books, but but, the princess is charming, the maids of honour...but the man is
a tyrant.” That is how he ended. | want to deal with the Budget in the same way. The Budget is
bold, but the Budget is imaginative, but the Budget is full of new techniques, but, but but. The
budget is novel and ingenuous but but but it is a ton of bricks on the poor people and the
defenceless groups of this country all except a handful. Things are really happening in Guyana.
Mr. Speaker, | am very grateful for the arrangements that allowed me to speak after the deputy
Prime Minister because | benefitted greatly from what he had to say and wish to make one or two
footnotes on what he said. | will seek your permission to read some of my speech. | cannot read it
all. The Hon. Member entertained us with a little venture into mathematics. We heard much
mention of vocabulary, which is an aspect of mathematics still. We heard much about vocab but |
was a little upset about the trickering by someone who did not pronounce a Latin word in
borrowed English the way you would have pronounced it. | feel it is a kind of snobbery. We are
laughing at the underprivileged, those who have not had a secondary education and it is a pity.
And this is what the Government is doing. It is laughing at the underprivileged and he challenged
the writer of the catholic standard with estimating that the addition to the wage bill was
somewhere about 15 percent. | examined that argument. The Hon. Member himself put it at 21
percent. The writer of that article took the highest possible estimate afforded by the budget. He
took the 5 percent across the board instead of taking the lower end of the incentive, he took the
upper end, 7 percent and he took from the budget which gave an estimate of between 15 and 20
million, he took the 20 million as an addition to the wage bill through the income tax changes and
he estimated 3 percent of that 20 million of that wage bill. He estimated the 20 million as 3
percent of the wage bill. The Hon. Member estimated it at 8 percent and then he got 21 percent
addition. He has to find therefore a figure to show that the wage bill is only 250 million. That is
the only way we can get 21 percent added to the wage bill. The speaker also obliged us with the
reasons why the rate of 10 to 1 was fixed. He said there was a multiple rate, the official rate for
rice, the parallel rate and the rate for gold. The Hon Member is a very resourceful person, he is
trained in several disciplines but that can sometimes be a weakness. He borrowed a concept of
natural science and he said there was a resultant rate as they would call it in civics and the
effective rate on the market was 10 to 1. And then he said this is the rate one should choose. Now
what is wrong with that can be illustrated if you listen to a very very old story, this time from the

teaching profession. It is a folk tale — interruption- | am not apologizing for that — interruption.
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The Speaker: Now comrades Mr. Kwayana does not interrupt anybody. He is the most
disciplined of all of us here. Applause. Let us not interfere with him. We may not agree with his
proposition, his argument but let us give him a fair hearing because he does not interfere. He is
very unlike the Minority leader. Laughter, and all other on the other side of the house and I will

not take away the time | spoke.

Kwayana: | was saying if you look at this old tale. This headmaster one Friday afternoon sent the
boys of a rather senior form across the river to gather woods. Then the education officer came
upon him and asked him where are the boys, and he said I sent them across the river. The man
said that is very dangerous. The headmaster said no it is not dangerous. Look, | worked out the
average height of the boy. Applause. So averages have their limitations. What will save the
Guyanese people as a result of this devaluation everything imported through the official rate
would increase by 127 percent at least, hence the devaluation means nothing. Everything
imported. There are new prices for the gasoline, dieseline and so on. We are very shocked
because those of us who have been around for the years | have been around remember that in the
colonial times merchants would have had to fight the colonial Government to get that kind of
wind fall. When a new tax came down the whole population was alert. Stocks of gasoline and
other goods already in the country went up much to my surprise. But that is not the whole of it.
The increase would not be a straight 127 percent. This is merely the amount by which the quoted
price is likely to increase. Conditions of sale will come into operation whether it is FIB or CIF.
For example, the rate of duty on landing will be paid on the higher cost not on the old cost.
Consumption taxes where they have not been dropped will then be paid on that duty, paid cost
and on the that final cost the commercial mark-ups will be added so even to say 120 percent is not
to state the whole case. Unless there is a fall of price in the quantities of origin a large number of
goods subjected to various levies will go up. All other things being equal at least by 127 percent.
The changes in income tax, | am not a tax expert but what I notice is that the 5 percent is now
compensation has been removed and the lowest levy now is 10 percent. At the top everything
above 55 percent has been effectively removed and that appears to be real saving, a real incentive
people lucky enough to fall in the higher income bracket. But the income tax concessions are not
enough to offset the effects of this budget not at all. The provisions for medical expenses have not
been touched so far as we can see. These should definitely go up. The provisions for a dependent
daughter, this is a very strange provision it does not apply to a son, it applies to a daughter, who |

think is taking care of someone rendered disabled by age of infirmity.
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To bring in no funds vote through the Ministry of trade though it is said in other

plaves the Ministry of Trade was pressured. It needs to be explained to this
Parligment whether hat is so or not. What is this parallel market they are talking
about? The Governsent corporations arg thriving on the parallel marzet. Sijan
is in the public sector and I understand too that within the michinery of Sujan
highly placed people are seeing the opportunity of a turn over, New that is vhere we
are discussing this budpet waich as I said is a ton of bricks. Is it going to

ki1l the parallel mrket? The only way this devaluation €aMm put an end to the
parallel mrket is if through the cfficlal channels whether the normal window or the new
window, the goods vhich the people are buying are brought in. That is the only

way to stap the parallel rarket, If that is not done & lot of things is going to

be moved from the official rate to.the open window rate whattheycall the new
vindow . rate. The budget has already indicated that mediecal expenses, money

for children abroad and things like that will be shifted to that window if I
understand it correctly., So that rate may tend to rise. It will have to be
vatching both the official rate and the rate on the streets and if that fail to
erush the parallel market in foreign currency it means that thers will be movement
tovards another devaliation. We should not allude ourselves that this will be

a devaluation to end devalustion in termsof the Guyana currency. The Government

has a very difficult situstion to deal with. Some of the things admitted in that
budget speech , the hon lady oprosite referred to has been said by sconomist in
Guyara: by in another, their own vay by members of oppesition parties for many many
years, In fact in 1978 Budget speech by Mr. Hope talked of imbalances. But what
has been done , many of the things said in that budget presentation which we
listened to this week used to be labelled de-stabilisation and mischief. Now it

is com ing from the horses mouth, is it not fajr for us to say that if

the diagnosis has been made in time, first of all if devaluation vag the cureit
would not have been so steepand secondly other measures might have been founds

I vant to say too technically the Government seems to have people with vhat they
call a lot of technical dexterity there is no question of that but they are
applying it in a situation in vhich they themselves are imprisoned. Y heard 2
certain philogopher quoted here by the Hon. DPM wvhen he vas replying to the

Leader of the PPP and he said an the authority of thatphilosopher there is no
financial bourgeoisie. I will not delve into the context about orthodoxy and so

on, but I would say something else which he said which is very lasting, He said people cannot
oppress another and itself be free. It is what is happening in South Africa. The

White Minority Government is oppressing the mass of the population and it cannot

be free because the mass of the people are rebelling and it has to fund a police
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statein ordsr to ksep the reat of the population in its place. Now I want to
say what the WPA sees ag some of the measures that should be taken, I would not
eall for a recinding of the devaluation but we think it should be done slthough
it would not be done, but I do not wamt to weaken that eall either.
They promised us an agricultural plan, this plan was first promised an February
4th and when I heard the Minister of Finance in a public address, I fell back on
one of my strong points which is writing documents end I wrote thiss
They promised us an agri plan,  last Pebruary 4th it all began, they sent 1t off to
Parliament, it did not go vhere it was sent s but it only followed .it own
bent and 8o we have no plan., And ¥ remember another couplet sbout the budgete....
about prevention now every half day they are making a pusher. Now the Government has
90 days within which to bring a budget. Why did they choose to bargain with the
TUC before the dewaluation, The TUC would have been in a stronger position
their research would have been there to certain situations if the devaluation
had first been announced. You do not need a budget speech to annownce a devaluation
it makes no wense. The minister comes hers and he prounownces it and he does not even
need & vote. He could have announced 1t from his office just the same. There
is no mjic vhatever. The moment the budget apeech on 16th Jammry rushing the
devaluvation and then putting it into the budget a clause that there will be new
discussions with the TUC if there 1z a devaluation. X do not see the logic.
These are the polities of the budget weare talking about. I think it is a bed
example of how & fovernment has to behave. There are seversl things that ought
to be done. One other measure that the Government has told us about is the
retention of foreign exchange esrnings. They eall 1t the single most eritical
constraint on production, I suppese they are talking about foreign
exchange bescause they did say last year that they would go on from there to find
nev areas of funds. There 1s no plan for unemployment, Unless we see in 1977
the minimum vage without a devaluation or without enything like this went up by
69 per cent., The only justice the Government can do if they want to show their
social justice is to raise the wages at least by the amount of the devaluatien,
porhaps that may be not mathematically correct because not all the goods that we
use are totally imported but meny of the goods we use have an imported input
8o there has to be a very very hich about 100 per cent increase in Wages of
cost of 1living allowance or something to save the masses from fimaneial ruin.
Unless this is done there willbe no social justice done to the masses of the
working people of Guyara. I was very diseppointed, the cost of housing i3l go
ups The cost of the middle income, lower class will go up by at least 70 per cent
because some 80 per cent of the raterials ......Speekers Mr. Kwayana let us

get an extension
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To ensure achievement of these objectives, appropriate strategies and program

es
heve besn formulsted for implementation within specific time framss taking into
consideration the need to ve self-sufficient in food, the need to reduce
dependence on imported industrial raw materials, and the need to promote
development in all the Regions including the attainment of higher levels of
self-guficisency in ezch Region.

The overall stratezy is to vrovide services and rursue policies supportive
of the application of improved technology and practices in order to promote
agricultural growth and to diversify agricultursl production and processing.
This strategy will be characterized by the ovtimal use of domestie resources;
epplication of relevent and avproprizie technolozy and crientation of

strators, community lsaders, youths and the population gensrally “owards

an appreciation of the valus end importance of sgricultursl reuits.

Cde. Speaker, 18 clearly defined sub-sectoral wrogrammes and the supporting
policies and institutional arransements to be put in place to facilitate the
achievement of the targets have been identified for attention.

Cde. Spezker, I have attempted to inform this Assembly of the objectives
and strategies that the Jovernment is teking in its approach to agriculture, so
that it can be clear that we esre proceeding in a planned and structured way in
this very important sector. If then these policies have informed our aprrozch,

you will see then that the budget vpropvosals are but indications of our actions

to achieve the orjectives - objectives which I repeat have been drawn up in

consultation and in agreement with the mass of people invelved directly and
indirectly in agricultural pursuits.

I will show, Cde. 3neaker, by concrete information that

road along which we are travelling is clear for productiom;
assurance that this nation will continue to be fed progperly and it leads not

thy

only to food security but to

thig nation. Permit me to identify but a few cases that will bexnefit from the

policiea of the Jovernment of the Feople's Jational Congress and the budgeti

presented by the Cde. nigter of Finance:

Ir the Rice Industry, there will be about a 10 per cent increase in rice
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{Cde. McKenzie continues)

Agriculturs thersfore must be considered as one of the important sectors involved
in moving us towards economic balance and reconstruction. If we accept the role
of agriculture as pivotal to our development then we need to accept the necessity
to set a course of sction that is scientific, that is positive and that is
resclute. Not the type of course which one writer describes as, "one which
consists of serving God in such & manner as not to offend the devil", but ome

in which over the last iwo years we have laboured to ensure a high level of
accuracy in its teghnical coefficients, one in which we have sought the
concurrence of professionsls, sub-professionals, farmers, technicians, technical
and non~technical support persomnel in every Regiom of this ccuntry; one in
which we have attended to not only the traditional crops, fish and livestock but
the non-traditional, not only agro-industry and agro energy, but arts and crefts.

Cde. Spesker, in setting our course in the proposed Agricultural Development

Plan referred to by the Minister of Finance during his presentation of the 1987
Annual Budget - a Plan which you may recall he noted will be laid in this Assembly
shortly = we have identified the following objectives which are consistent

with those for overall national development. We identified:

(1) The rapid incresse in aggregate cutput and productivity to significantly
impact on the growth of the national economy.

(ii) The achievement of nutritionel self-sufficiency and food security.

(111) The maintenance in good working order and the optimal utilisation
of assets related to production.

(iv) The generation of increased employment and income.

(v) The intensive utilisatiom of the country's flora and fauna to meat
non-food basic and cultural needs such ss snergy, clothing, home
furnishing and arts and crafts.

(vi) The increase in net foreign exchange earnings.

(vii) The promotion of the imags of agricultural ocoupaticn as one that is
gociglly and financially rewarding.
(viii) The incorporation into the naticnal consciousness of an awareness

of the need to apply appropriaste technology to the agricultural
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production in 1987 resulting in sbout 200,000 metric tons of rice as ageinst
183,000 metric tommes in 1986, This inersase will come not only from incressed
screage by our rice farmers but from increased yields from a national production
of 21.14 bags per acre to 21.43 bags per acre.

In keeping with the gims of the budget, rice exports, however,will increase
significantly in 1987, made possible by the completion of major rehabilitation
of the second mill st MARDS in about one month's time, the rehabilitation of
Black Bush Polder mill, the completion of the instellstion of the 10 ton mill
at Anna Regina early in the second quarter of this year and the eggressive
parketing by the Guyena Rice Export Bosrd which has resulted as in the case of
the 5,E.C, in & 200 per cent increase from 1985 to 1986, a return to the
Jemaica market after our last shipment to that country in 1983 and sales to
new markets in Honduras and Hicaragua while maintaining other markets.

Two vital bub somewhat unheralded contributions to the improvement in the
rice industry is the high standard of quality control by the National Padi and
Rice Grading Centre and the provision of high quality seed by the National
Agricultursl Hesearch Institufe and the Guyana Rice Milling and Marketing
Authority. Indeed, the industry will see during 1987 the introduction of a
systen for the utilization of rice husk ag & gource of fusl for driers and
boilers. It is well know that in the past this product of which we have vasi
quentities has been considerad a nuissnce requiring hard currency in the fomm

offusl in order to get rid of it.
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We expoct that thias yoar both at the private and public level that not
only we will utilize this product as fuel hence saving foreign exchange but
we anticipate that we will be able to export the ash created. This,
GCdo. Speaker, will be one of those activities whioh in his call for various
typos of balance that must always be kept in the forefront of oconsiderations
informing economic policy the €do., Minister of Finance reforred to as:

"A balance botween agricultural and industrial production, a balance

between innovation and tradition, a balance between resources and expenditure.”
Cde. Spoaker, the marketing of sugar continuos to have deep and abiding
problems - problems that are predominantly oxogencus in nature but in
order to stey alive this industry has had to be very efficient, an
exercise that has called for bold steps, minutely planned md akilfully
oxecuteds Included in thoze plans is tho significant expansion into what
will be truly diversified agro-industry. To this ond, rice, sorghum, soya—
beans, diary cattle, beef cattle, sheep, polyculture fish including craw-
fish, rcot crops and orchard crops will be among some of the commodities
that will be commercially attended by Guysuco both for local needs and
oxport earnings. 4s in rice, Cdo. Spezker, alternative onergy technology
would continue in sugar particularly on the work that is on-going whish
is, to find a feasible way to genorate emergy for the national grid by
tho utilisation of bagesse. Similarly, Guysuco will study the feasibility
of producing ethanol from the sugar-caney

Another subsector on which much doponds is thoe fishery subsector whare
there was a production of 3,500 tons of prawns and seabod in 1986 and over
39,000 tons of fish., With the addition of four new trawlers to the
fleot and the completion in 1987 of the Inshore Fisk Complex at Houston,
Rogion & to assist about 187 small boat owners and the completion of three
facilities boing construoted under the Artisanal Fishery Infrastructurs
Projoct at NO. 66 in Rogion 6, Rosignol in Ragion 2 and Lima in Region 2e
Wo anticipate a production of 42,500 tons of fish in 1987 and going over the
4,000 ton mark in shrimp.

Cde. Specaker, I have identified but a Few of the agricultural

commoditiss that are being exported indeed I could add others as fruits and
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fruit juices, ground provisions and vegetables, but in order to see the
physical effort of tho policies and programmes of this Government I wish to
call your attention to two commodities of which I admit we are not yet self
sufficionts These commoditios are odible oil and milk., One Member of this
side spoke earlier today fully on these two commodities, consequently I will
not regale you with the significant efforts wo have made in the area of edible
0il except to say thatin 1987 we will for the first time be producing soya
boan oil from soyaboans grown in Guyana, Cde, Speaker, these are contributions

born out of research by NARI and trisls by both public and private agencies
based on work being quietly pursued ovor the last two years.

Like edibla oil the second commedity of which wo are not selfwsufficient
and about which I wish to call attention is milks I do se particulerly
in the light of comments from the Opposition benches. When this Government
idontifiod milk for urgont attention end incroasod emphasis toward selfw
sufficiency it wes not only a bold step, many thought it was a reckless step
particularly since milk production had baen declining for yoars. Pirst wo
planned the preduction system identified incentives which would lead to both
short and medium term development in the first instance and we introduced &
programee of intensive technical assistance through a executing agercy the
Natisnal Dairy Development programme, First we plannod the produetion system
identified incentives which would lead to both short and medium term development
in the first instance and wo introduced a programme of intensive technical aasistance
through an executing agency the Natlonal Deiry Developmont Programme.

At tho beginning of each year we take an inventory of dalry cattle population
and other technical co-efficients which enable us to have a roady and factual
woasure of our progross. This has allowed us to know that wo have moved from
3 million galions in 1984 to k5 million gallons in 1985 and we anticipate
based on other indications that whon the figures for 1986 aro known in a fow
wooks wo will have inoreased substantlally to somowhera between 5 and 6 million
gallons of milks Cdo. Speaker, this side of the Assembly nover said that we
had enough milk, Wwe nevor said we have enough edible oil - but surely even the
¥inority must accept thate

Cde, Speaker, I have given but a fow examples of tho bold initiativos we
havo takon in 1986 and which the budget will permit us to take in 1387.

Porwit mo to give some information on tho work to be done in 1987 by NARI

on bio-technology whore through the use of tissue zulture high yielding
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varietios can be produced in large amounts through a system of cloninge It is
our intontion to work initially in root orops and tuber crops and eventually

to work in as varied a crop as oil palm. This technology has important
implications for providing precisely the type of produc! that is required by an
export market, Time will not permit me to givo details of the intonsive
tochnical assigtanca to 53 farmers in coffee and cocoa in Region 2, 3, and 4 and
in 1987 wa havo already earmarked seme 400 farmors in Region 1, 2,3, 4, and 6
for assistance in furthoring cocoa end coffea productions Time will not permit
me to inform ysu in detail of the increasing number of improved bulls being
mede available annually by LIDCO to beef cattle farmors. Nor does it permit
me to identify all the moasures that are being taken to regularise the wildlife
trade to onsure our compliance with interanstional practices while at the same
timo moeting adequate conservation measures yet garnering the foreign exchange
oarnings from our wildlife resourcas,

Cde. Speaker, the ineroased production leading %o selfwsufficioncy and
sncraased export earnings could not be possible without the continued offorts
of the Rogional Democratic Councils in their sea defence maintenance programmes
and thoir drainage and irrigation programmes, 1987 would ses oxpendituros
of 95 million in the rehabilitation of the pumps
ot Mibicuri, Black Bush Polder, and the oxoavation of the main and branch
canals including the Terani canal, 1987 will sce the completion of rohabilitation
works in Logusn, Cenals Polder and Pomeroon. Drainage and irrigation work
at tho estimatod value of §102 million will commenco at Vroed-en—hoop -

La Jaloasie, Buxton - Friendship and Graig = Reliof during this year.

During February of this year tho Bast Bank Essoguibo Development Project
%ill bocome offectivo. This project in Rogion 3 involves the rehabilitation of
drainage and irrigation systoms, the construction of farm roads, provision

of machinery repair facilitios and ssma agrioultural inputs.
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In addition, two areas under kbary 1 at MHA/ADA were complebed in 1986 and
the other two arees are projected to be completed in July 1987, 3 months ahead
of schedule, These works will provide drainage and irrigetion at' the prinary,
secondery and tertiary levels to 47,000 acres of Class 1 Soils mainly for the
production of rice.

Cde. Spesker, the budget presented, stated cle:zrly that the lynch-pin of the
progremme for economic resuscitation in the coming years is the expansion of our
productive capacity. The budget then identified three measures to be employed:

(1) Zxport ellowences;

(2) Lend Development &llowances;

(3) Reactivstion Allowance.

For our pert in the Agricultursl 3ector, we have geared and are continuing to
gear ourselves to ensure thet s1l those in the services and regulatory areas
of the Sector do everything possible to encourage fermers, manufacturers,
processors and other entrepreneurs to make use of the opportunities and to
provide the administrative arrangements to accslerate the eligibility for
such zllowances.

To this end, Cde. Speaker, the Guyana Harketing Corporation will continue
to provide information on prices aud in 1987 information on the supply of
specific local commodities and information on overseas requests and interests
in traditional and new commodities that may be growm in our ecoszomes. &.H.C.
will continue to ensure ithe functioning of the simplified system presently in
force, for exporters where they are involved in only a "one stop” that is at
2.M.C. for 211 their documentation for exporting sgricultural commodities.

In 1986 the Commissioner of Lands and Surveys issued 1241 titles totelling
14,690 scres. It is anticipeted that in 1987 about 2040 titles covsring 25,000
acres will be issusd. e expect that these efforts will afford ready land
developmert in the produciion of crops, fish end livestock for processing hence
attracting export allowsnces. We expect that land develcpment allowances will
acerue to a large of farmers and as a consequence to that improvement or

develooment, better husbandry practices will follow and perhaps in time a

larger percentage of farmers living on their farms resulting in & number
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concomitant benefits.

In conclusion, Cde. Speaker, what this budget has done is to call on the
unrealized economic potential of agriculture and to say that in the light of
favourable technical possibilities what was needed was sdded incentives to allow
for further investments. The budget in essence says: "I have made availzble to
you the private and public sectors the incentives, information infrastructure and
institutions, I have made them evailable in personal income tax relief; in
varioug allowances for export, for land development and for the re-~opening
of your factories. I have made available other tangitle and tangible benefits.

I now expect you to study to adopt and to make full use of these economic
opportunities”.

I hope, Cde. Spesker, that in the end there will be a resounding positive and
unanhimous mendate for the measuras outlined in the budget. [Applause/

The Parliasmentary Secretary, Zducation (Cée. Persico): Cde, Speaker, like
previous contributors to the debate in this honoursble Asgembly, I would iike to
extend heartiest congratulations to the Cde.Minister of Finance on the very
frank, well-balanced and comprehensive Budgzet Statement he delivered on Friday,
January 16, 1987. For, Cde. Speaker, the Budget presentation gzave = very bold
and purposeful prescription for economie reconstruction. It referred teo a numbsr
of aress of concern, identified immediate tasks, and highlighted & number of
proposals which demand the involvement of the people of this country.

I propose, Cde. Spesker, to elsborate on two aspects of the presentation.
Pirst, I wish to comment on the seciion on page 59 which states:

", + . the Government, cognisant of the need to render some support

to the Trade Union Movement, and to enhance its capacity to bring
workers' education up to a satisfactory level, and to maintain the
necessary stendards, has agreed to assist the Movement to the

extent of roughly nine hundred thousand dellars. Specifically,
financing is to be provided for capital works on the Critchlow

Labour College and for the research activities of the Labour Movement".
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{Cde. Persoco continves)

In the case of Mass CGames, perticipants also develop balance and poise; they
learn to be disciplined since they are required to act with precision.
Ideclogically, they learn to respect their cultural heritage and to take pride
in their national identity.

Basically, then, we are using physical education, sports and Mass Games
as vehicles for ensuring & healthier nation, for giving comrades the opportunity
to improve their physical and mental well-being and thus, for developing healthy
personalities.

With regard to the drug problem, these measures will help to scme extent
to provide for ocur young people in particular, healthy slternative ways of using
leisure, thereby assisting in the revival of morsl standards. Indeed, Cde.
Speaker, there are other support systems. For instance, the Probation and
Welfare Department of the Ministry of Education continues to counsel and
assist offenders and their parents and guardiagns. During 1987, the service
will give priority to the training of staff in the prevention of drug abuse
and the rehabilitation of drug offenders. This effort will be mede in
collgboration with the Department of Touth and Sport, the Schools' Welfare
Division of our Ministry, and other similar resources within the regions and
communities concerned.

Cde. Speaker and Membera of this honourable Assembly, our long term benefits
are assured. We have laid a good foundation. Development is now a question of
time and total commitment. I thank you, Cde. Speakar. [‘I_pgigggg

Cde, Belgrave: Cde. Spesker, when i1 was much younger, 1 attended & movie
and this movie had a wonderful diaplay. There was on stage a young lady
playing o piano and the music was sweet. ihat came out that pimmo was'Beautiful
Dreamer'. The piano cireled on a disc and then something came out from under
the bottom of the piano holding this young lady aleft. It was a hideous monster -
a guerilla, This is exactly what it is. We got wonderful speeches ~ King Kong.
You remember that? It wes a wonderful movie as we are having wonderful speeches.

One would not expect from the Government benches that anything is wrong in this



1987=0]- -45- 335 - 19:

country, everything is all right. At the last part of the Minister of Finance's
speech he mentioned thaiﬁeverything goes well deficits will turn to surpluses.
But this is only dresms. The reality of life is still yet to bs faced and the
reality coming out of this budget is what the working class pecple of this
couniry will face. But before I deal properiy with some issues in this budget,
Cde. Speaker, I would like to respond %o my very good friend, the Deputy Leader
of the P.N.C., the Vice President responsibvle for Mobilisation, the Party's
political ideclogue, with emphasis on socialism. He stood in this Parliament
and picked up & book and read to us what Corba ssid and showed clearly
whera in a socialist country the situation is similer to our concept of adjustment.
But he failed to read other paragraphs in thsi bock. He should have, because

it is an ideological question. It is talking sbout the reconstruction of the
politicel entity where there have been some problems ~ the bureaucracy - some

of those being developed into a type of bursaucracy. He is warning them that there
will be adjustments in the socialist policy to weed out that system. He is

net tailking about structured adjustments that the I.KM.F. is spegking asbout
which we are moving to. You see, the Soviat Union has achieved socislism.

It has the guidance of a Uommunist Party. Structured adjustment hasto do with
I.M.F. demands, a capitalist system. This is what we are moving to. We

are moving towards structured adjustments. We are attempting to turn the wheel
backwards in terms of preparing for the U.S. and in that level of preparation
you have plunged yourself into a pothole and equally you are plunging thisg

country. It will manifest itself, you will see.
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He spoke abcut joint wventures. We Ymow Cula had tec change her struetire to
get Ir the fereilm dellersy; They wanted to bleed some dollars oub of the
capitalist system but they are mnot shifting beck from mocialism and they are not
changing their positions Asamatter of fact, these socialist countries are
ueving heedlong an foree towerds socizligm, He spoke about Poland. Everyone
knovs that Poland hed problems. Everybody kmows that gsolidarity hed involvement
vith the infiltraticm of the CIA. Everybody kmows thet there uas a disruption
of the Polish econcmy and harsh Isus and messures had to be made to remove the
developing foree of bureaucracy to turn the tide of the development of Foland.
Poland now iz on & headlong course to meintein ard preserve the struggles that
they kave mede in the reste
A Comrade who was once my head teacher and whom have a lot of admiration
fer addressed this Assembly and did mot Imy the facts on the table. She tarnished
the value of the Budget Speech becanse I am afraid that it may have lzen the
policy teo kide or put the dust under the carpet some of the true realities that
will come out if the Budget is implemented. The Minister of Planning got up and
gave a Jot of figures. I do not Ymow figures but I kmow that figures have got a
Iot of pecple before Ramraj Jagnandan. They teke two strokes and meke 11, they
teke two strokes and make nought, 2nd one stroke amd make six ard sever. So
fipures cen be dangerous. 1 am afraid of these racple vhen they come with this
figure business because I am deatimg with the ptark realities of life where the
bulk of the cost of living vill go on the backs of the vorking class im this comtry.
And the cost of living will go up tremendously. We are being told that this
devaluation is not a true dewaluatiom, But zince dsvaluatiom was menticned in
this house everything left the ground smd wemt up in the air. You see there is
no mechanism mentioned to check its Let me give you an idea: Cocking gas will go
up to $47.00 This will lest a fanily of 5 only ome week. We ere talking about
working class people who have large families. T thought they would have put a
subgidy on an important item like kerosene, but instead they announced that it
will now be $8.00 per gellorm. Insome of these homes they still have lampe and
nobody is caterimg for that because the $8.00 soumd remsomable to us. %5B.00 is
a lot of money im the lifestype of these people. We are talking about the
vorking class, the rein vheel of our development. Okay you are saying you
carmmot afford ity but T am esking myself vhy is it that the people in tke
rural communities have to pay more for these commodities thsn the people in the

city?
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You are stifling the workers, you are stifling growth in this country to
interfere with your own sconomy. You are preparing the cracks for imperialism
which finds ground upon these particular areas beoause what you will have is
dissatisfaction and it will mount and mount and mount and manifest inte
somothing is a good onough ground, is a good onough platform for imperialism.
You are preparing the ground work for it, Cde. Speaker, this bit as I said
has its hidden values and like I said before things are happening. The gorilla
has come back, The tune is swoet but the gorilla will undoubtedly stalk
the people of this country with its ugly faces I say 10 to 1 bottles of
bricks, no where to settle, !0 te 1 is murder. You are murdering theti-:{:zl:ﬁ:é
Change your paths In the Bupununi Cde. Spealer, we used to subsidise/salt
for childrene Twolve dollars was a passage for the child out of the Rupuninig
What will be the figure now, I beg of you Gde. Speaker, I am sitting now,
I beg of you, you have a little influance ask the Government to recind
froe their position, recind the offects of this budgets Let us recess and
leave our suggestions to the Prime Minister, Have another look at the budget
and onsure that whatever is done in this Parliamont will be a happy note
for the Government and Opposition. ﬂpplausaj

The Speaker: Comrades and Hon.-;;;n';;;; this comploteos
2ll speakers for today. Our report of the Business Sub~commitiee concerning
the allocation of time for the consideration of the 1987 oxpenditure
by the Committee of Supply has bean eirculated to Members, I wuld sugyest
that wo dispose ot it before we adjourn.

4asombly in Committoo,

The Speaker: s Comrades and Hon Members I wish to report that the Business
the Committeo of

Sub Committee of /Supply met on Thursday, January, 1987 to eonisdor tho allocatien
of time for consideration of the eostimates in the Committees of Supply and
passed a resclution on tho matter. Copies of tho Sub Committees minutes
rosolution and time table has boen circulatede Would the Deputy Prime
MinisterPlanning and Development kindly move the nocessary motion.

Gde, Parris: I now move that this commitie of supply agrees to the
business sub committee in its resolution,

Quaation put and agroed tg..

4ssombly rosumed,

Ad journment,



