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1984-07-19         14:00 – 14:05 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:00 hrs 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave to Members 

 The Speaker: Leave has been granted to Cdes. Reid, Chandisingh, H.L.B. Singh, 

Beniprashad and Latchminarayan for today's sitting. To Cde. Ramsaroop to the 26th July, 

to Cde. Narbada Persaud to 2nd August, to Cde. Collymore to 3rd August and to Cde. Basir 

to 15th August. 

 I understand that Cde. Latchminarayan has lost her son, I therefore wish on behalf 

of members of the Assembly and myself to extend to her our deepest sympathy. 

PRESENTATIONS OF PAPERS AND REPORTS ETC 

 The following papers were laid: 

(1) Annual Report of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the year 1983. [The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs] 

(2) Annual Reports of the Commissioner of Police for the years 1979, 1980, 1981, 
1982 and 1983. [The Minister of Home Affairs] 

(3) Annual Report of the Guyana National Co-operative Bank for the year 1983. 
[The Minister of Finance and Economic Planning] 

(4) Annual Report of the Ministry of Manpower and Co-operatives for the year 
1983. [The Minister of Manpower and Co-operative] 
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1984-07-19         14:25 – 14:35 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:25 hrs 

I know that in the United Kingdom the system is working and it is working well, that 

laymen are appointed as Magistrates, but they always have a judicial person. That is my 

recollection; there is always a judicial person as clear. I want to know how the system will 

work. Merely telling me "by regulation in consultation with the Judicial Service 

Commission" is not telling me anything. I want to know exactly what they want to do, 

whether it will be a legal clerk, whether it will be somebody with legal qualifications, or 

what qualifications the person will have who will be appointed. This is a matter where 

expertise is expected of the person. I expect that the person appointed would have some 

experience or should be legally qualified. That is what I would like to ask the honourable 

Minister. What kind of legislation is proposed in order to make sure that it operates within 

the framework of the legal system in Guyana? 

 Cde. Sallahuddin: Thank you, Cde. Speaker, I thought that Cde. Persaud did not 

very accurately describe the present composition of the Rice Assessment Committee and 

therefore for the purpose of record I prefer to go over those figures more carefully than he 

did. The original Act prescribes the following composition: a chairman, who should be a 

magistrate, three public officials, one representative of landlords and one representative of 

tenants. Act No. 6 of 1971 amended it as follows: a chairman, who should be a magistrate, 

one public official, two representative of landlords and two representative of tenants. I 

thought that in describing the latter Cde. Persaud retained the three and therefore gave an 

unusual balance. I want the record to be set right. In any case it is now one public officer. I 

want to explain also that even though in 1982 thirteen committees were established, the 

Minister under the relevant law has the authority to establish as many Rice Assessment 

Committees as he deems fit and therefore we are not bound by any number stipulated in 

the law. It means therefore that to the extent that there is a backlog of work – to that 

extent will the Minister's consideration be guided to the extent that there are current 

matters which need urgent attention. To that extent will the Minister's judgement be 

guided, also, so that as many Rice Assessment Committees will be established as the 

circumstances taken collectively would warrant and I would want to give the members of 

the Minority who spoke some assurance that every effort will be made to get off the backlog 

so that as new cases arise they could be dealt with expeditiously.
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1984-07-19         14:25 – 14:35 hrs 

 Cde. Speaker, the amendment makes it very clear that the regulations will 

prescribe, after the advice of and after consultation with the Judicial Service Commission 

on the type and qualifications and nature of the person. May I say that the following will be 

basic and fundamental considerations with respect to the appointment of Chairman. First 

of all the Chairman must be a person who is knowledgeable and the Government does not 

share the view, which I seem to understand that Cde. Persaud holds, that only persons who 

have had considerable training and exposure to legal systems are knowledgeable in these 

matters. After all, I am saying that that is the impression he sought to create --- 

 Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud rose. 

 The Speaker: Yes. Let me hear you. 

 Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud: I was very clear to say that we do not share the view 

that the man has to be legally trained because in fact laymen have done very well. 

 The Speaker: Yes, that is my recollection. 

 Cde. Sallahuddin: That is also my recollection, Cde. Speaker, but I thought that a 

different kind of impression was. The person naturally has to be knowledgeable – 

knowledgeable not only in matters of the law but knowledgeable with respect to practices in 

the rice industry as a whole, knowledgeable with respect to the prescriptions of the Act, 

knowledgeable with respect to the geography of the country and knowledgeable generally. 

He has to be a person who is committed to the service of the wider farming community. He 

has to be committed to the cause of rice farmers and he must be the type of person who 

could devote adequate time and attention so that these considerations are going to be basic 

and fundamental in making that selection and naturally through the apparatus which now 

exists whether in the Judiciary or in the magistracy, adequate preparation will be made for 

some form of training to be offered to that the persons could properly and adequately 

discharge their duties and their responsibilities. 

 Finally, I want to say that we are prepared to look at further amendments because 

after all there is a mutuality of interest between those of us who are legislators and those of 

us who are farmers particularly if we are rice farmers. Thank you very much, Cde. Speaker. 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

 Bill read a Second time. 
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1984-07-19         14:55 – 15:00 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:55 hrs 

(Cde. Greenidge continues) 

That really is the test as to whether this mechanism is appropriate or not. Every institution 

that is involved with cash flow that is involved in collecting revenues that do not come evenly 

during the course of the year, has at some point or the other to borrow in order to facilitate its 

operations. You are looking at a case that is no exception in that sense. The concern of the 

Members about the Government's ability to pay is one that ultimately is really a question as 

to whether the development programme is or is not appropriate. I think we would have 

indicated to you on other occasions that it is thought by this side of the House that that 

programme is appropriate and I do not wish to add anymore to those observations. 

 The question which was raised by both speakers about the outstanding amount is not 

as self evident as it would seem: First of all, the figure that you are seeking depends on 

whether you are asking what interest payment is owed at a particular month or point in time 

or what the total outstanding amount is for all the years and the decades that the 

Government has been borrowing. I am not sure which one of those in meant. If they indicate 

that to us we can pick up the figures for them and supply them with the figures on another 

occasion, Cde. Chairman. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time. 

Assembly in Committee. 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Assembly resumed. 

Bill reported without amendment, read the Third time and passed as printed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Speaker: Cde. Thomas. 

Resolved, "That this Assembly do now adjourn to a date to be fixed." [The Minister of 

Home Affairs] 

Adjourned accordingly at 15:00 hrs. 

 

 


