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The Speaker: Comrades and hon. Members, I have been informed that Cdes
Leroy Evans Scotland was appointed a Parliamentery Seoretary, Office of the
Prime Minister, with effect from the lat June, 1987. OCde. Scotland is not
an elected Member of the National Assaembly but, by virtus of holding the
office of Parliamentary Secretary, he has become a Member of the Assembly,
He cannot, however, vote in the Assembly,

Before Cde. Scotland can take part in the proceedings of the Assembly,
he has to make and subsoribe the caths As Cde. Scotland is present, the oath

will now be administered.

Cde, leroy Bvans Scotla

Lot PR - i 0 o e S

ANNOUNCEMEN'S BY THE SPRAKER
Congratulations to Cde. Scotland

The Speaker: Comrades and hon. Mambers, I am sure you would like me,
on your behalf, to congratulate Cde. Scotland on his appointment, We welcome
him to the Assembly and we extend our best wishes to hime

Leave to Members

The Speaker: leave has been granted to Cdes, Shahabuddesn, Corbin,
Bermard, Kranenburg, Sawh and Sanker for today's sitiing and to Cde, Geddss
to the 24th June, 1987,

feid ATION OF P | REPORTS _ etc,
The following papsrs were laida

(1} (2) &nnusl Report of the Office of the Presidemt for
the year 1986,

(v) Anmual Report of the Ministry of Housing for the year
1986,
ﬁ?m Prime lﬁniater_,]

(2) (i) Court of Appeal (Amendment) Rules 1986 (¥o. 2) made
under section 40 of the Court of Appeal Act, Chapter
3101, on 30th May, 1986, aend published in the
Gazetta on 3lst May, 1986,

{1i) Rules of the High Court {Amendment) Rules 1986(No. 3)
made under section 67 of the High Court Act Chapter 3:02,
on 30th My, 1986, and published in the Gazatte on 3lst
Ky, 1986,

(1ii) Bules of the High Court (Amendment) Rules 1987 {Fo.1)
made under section 67 of the High Court Act, Chapter
3102, on 1lth May, 1987, and published in the Cazette
n 16th May, 1987,
he_Minister of Regional Development, on behalf of the
Vice~-President, First Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney
Generaly/
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(3) Amual Report of the Ministry of Bducation and Social
Deyelopment for the year 1986

Eha Vice~President, Bducation and Social Development
and Deputy Prime )ﬁnistsr;7

(4) External Loans Order 1987 {No. 28), made under secticn
3 (7) of the External Ioans Act, Chapter 74:08, on Tth
My, 1987, and published in the Gazette on 9th My,

19874
he Kinister of Pinance_,]

QUESTIONS TO MINIGFERS
Action of Guyans's Representative{s) in U,N, Organs

Mro Xwayanas Mr, Speaker, I beg to ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Question No. 62 standing in my name on the Order Paper, namely:

(i) Has the Govermment of Guyana'®s representative in the United
Nations Council for Namibia at any time failed to act, in
relation to the future of Namibia, in accordance with the
views and tadtics of SWAFPO?

(ii) Will the Minicter give the assurance that he will instruct
Guyama's representative or representatives in B.N. organs
to advance the self~determination of Mamibia by acting in
accordance with the wishes of that country's recognised
representative, namely the SWAPO?

The Minister of Foreign Affairs (Cde. Jackson): OCde., Speaker,

(i) In keeping with the policies of the Government, Guyana's
representatives on the United Nations Council for Namibia
have always worked closely with SWAPO in the work of the
Council, taking full account of the views and tactics of
SWAFO.

(ii) Guyam's representatives to the United Metions and other
multilateral organs are under standing instructions to
advance the selfwdetermination and indeed the independence
of Mamibia, as SWAPO, the sole and authentic representative
of the people of Mamibiu, wishes., OGuyana sees her efforis
as supportive of those of SWAFQ.

Sale of Articles to Mr. Neil Chan

Mr., Xwayama: Mr. Speaker, I beg to ask the Minister of Finance °
Question Noe 63 standing in my name on the Order Paper, namely:

(i) How many sales of articles seized by Customs have been made to
Mr, Neil Chan between 1983 and 1985 inclusiva?

(ii) Wnat is the total value of the articles sold to Mr, Neil Chan
during 1983 to 19857

(iii) What is the fotal amount paid by Mr. Neil Chan for all the
articles bought?

(iv) In the mumercus sales to Mr. Neil Chan has the Comptroller of
Customs acted under Ministerial direotion?

(v) will the Minister consult the Govermment's legal advisers about
the legality of sales to Mr. Nail Chan?
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The Minister of Fimance (0de. Greenidge)s Ode. Speakar, -

(i) Between 1983 and 1985 110 sales of seized goods were made to
Bel Park Agencies.

(ii) The total assessed value of the articles sold amounted to
$1,127,753.44.

{iii) The amount paid for those goods was $1,409,691.79.

(iv) The Comptroller acted in accordance with the provisions of the
Customs &ct, Chapter 82101, section 226,

(v) If there is any reasomabls ground for believing that the
rrocedures infringe the law I will be prepared as usual to
seek the Attorney General's advicee

The Minority Leader (Cde. Dr. Jagan)s .Will the Minister say whether, on
occasions like these, when goods are seized by the Customs, the opportunity ie
taken to open the sales to tender so that you can get the highest bidder to
purchase the items,

Gde. Greenidge: The Question, as I understand it, refers to the disposal
of specific articles. The one that is now being pat by the Minority Leader
relates to normal practices As far as the answer is concerned, section 226
of the Act does provide the Comptroller with devices that he can use for

disposal of these goodse
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(ii) The present school ratios are as followss

(111)

(iv)

1.

2.

(a) Bursery Sehool: 1 teacher to 18 pupils
(b) Primary Scioolss 1 teacher to 31 pupils
(¢) Secondary Schoolss 1 teacher to 22 students
{d) Technical Institutest 1 teacher to 24 students

The Minister is aware of & shortage of trained and qualified
teachers in certain areas,

The Ministry recognises that the best performance will be
realised from teachers who are atiracted to the service, who
are comfortable and who are activated to produce. To achieve
this end, the Ministry has taken steps to attract and retain
teachers and to provide training and up-grading on an on=going
basis,

The strategies employsd for recruiting and retaining an adequate
mmber of gualified teachers includes

Bubark on improved recruitment techniques
anrques

The Ministry in its attempt to attract qualified School Leavers
and University Graduates has organised fory

(a) Talks on Peaching as a Career, with students of the Fifth
and Sixth Formas of Secondary Schools, as part of a Career
Guidance Programme;

(b) Radio talks on 'Teaching as a Career! by the Chief Educae
tion Officer and other senior professionals;

(c) Discussions on radio, involving past and present teachsrs}
(4) Appsarance of Ministry Officials and parents discussing

aspects of 'Teaching as a Career! on the 'Night Ride® Hadio
Programme s

Providing attractive promotional opportunities

Greater opportunities now exist for more teachers to be appointed
to senior positions in the system within a shorter period tnan in
the past.

(a) An additional 258 positions have been created for Heads of
Departments for the areas, Mithematice and Scisnce, language
Arts, Bocial Studies and Business Bducation. The Departments
are in addition to the traditional Home Economics, Agricule
ture Science and Industrial Arts Departments.

(b) New oriteria for promotion have been worked out. These
oriteria emphasise quality of performance rather than
senioritye In addition, the number of years of experience
needed by teacters to allow them to become eligible for
promotion to senjor positions has been reduced.

(¢) A Cadet Scheme is soon to be established to allow for the
earlier promotion of enterprising, effective and outstanding
teachers,

(d) There has been the rationalisation of promotional opportunities
for teachers of technical/vocational subject areas,
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3¢ Improving the Work Conditions

(a) A Buildings Unit has been established within this Ministry and
a carefully structured programme of improving the physical
conditions of schools is being carried out.

(b) Arrangements have been made for acting teachers to be recruited
and paid in their respective regions. This las significantly
reduced the waiting time for salaries,

(c) A newsystem of supervision which includes an Inspectorate Team
has been introduceds This new system will provide necessary
guldance and support for teachers by facilitating their use of
appropriate strategies and methods for maximal efficiency and
affectiveness,

Up=grading of Teachers

In addition to retaining those who are qualified, efforts are
made to increase the number of teashers who are qualified to
teach as well as upgrade the skdlls of those teachers who would
have been trained some time in the past,.

(a) In coliaboration witn the Guyana Teachsrs' Union, this
Ministry has embarked upon a Hinterland Teacher-Praining
Programme.

It is designed to up-grade teachsrs of the hinterland areas
who would not have had the opportunity for improving their
qualifications and later allow them to undergo training with
other students of our Teacher<Iraining Institutions,

By August of this year, 55 of these students should qualify
to Jjoin the ranks of trained isachers serving in the hintere
land.

(b) Thie Ministry and the Guysna Teachers' Union are working
together in conducting up-grading programmes for acting
teachers in other par%s of the country.

(¢) of great significance to the Ministry's efforts of upe
grading all teachers is the eatablisment of the National
Centre for Education Resource Development. Herse teachsrs
meet, exchange ideas and acquire resource material through
the many workshops/seminars conducted at this Centre.

(d) Seminars/Workshops are also organised, on a regular basia,

in the Regions to develop skills related to the effective
teaching of the various subjects in the Curriculum,

Cds. Dr. Jagan rose.
o
The Speakers There is no Supplementary. This is a written reply.

Cde. Basir,

Pound Feses
Cde. Basirs OCde. Speaker, I beg to ask the Senior #inister in the
Ministry of Agriculture Question No. 68 standing in my nams on the Order Paper,
namelys
(1) Is it true that after his 3 cows had been seized a farmer in
Plantation Hope, Bast Coast Demerara, was required to pay $160,
& sum considerably in excess of the statutory fee per animal,

to the pound to securg¢ their release?

(ii) If true, will the Minister say whether he will take steps to
ensure that such malpractices cease?
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The Senior Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture (Cde. Dr. McKenzie):

The management at Hope Cocomut Industries Idmited has no knowledge of the

allegad incident.

Persons sent Overscas by N,T.3.

Cde, Belgraves Cde. Speaker, I wish to ask the Minister in the Ministry
of Health Question No. 69 standing in my name on the Order Paper, namelys
Will the Minister furnish information as to the number of persons
sant overseas by National Insurance Scheme during 1986 for treatment,
the names of the countries to which they wers sent, the period of
their sojourn in each, and the total cost to the Soheme?

The Minister of Finance (Cde, Greenidge)s Ode. Speaker, on behalf of

the Minister in the Ministiry of Health I wish to give the following answer:
The Speaker: Why are these Answers not written and circulated?
Cde, Greenidges I was under the impression that the Answer to this one
had been sent to the Assembly.
The Speaker:t I have not received it.
Cde. Oreenidges The Answer to the Suestion was written quite a while ago .
The Speaker: Go ahead and read f.
Cde, Greentdgas The first question refers to the number of persons sent
abroad for medical treatment,
(1) During 1986, twenty-seven (27) insured persons were granted
permission to proceed abroad for medical treatment at the expense
of the National Insurance Board,
The second part refers to

Courtries visited and duration

Of this number fifteen of those persons have so far returned and
submitted claims for reimbureement. The countries in which they
received medical treatment and the duration of their stay are
given belows

Country Nos of Parsons Jo,_of Days
United States of
America 7 125%
United Kingdom 5 85
Carada 1 18
Jamaica 1 10
Barbados 1 not yet available

In the case of the United States of America the submissions are not
complete and in the case of Barbados the person has not yet submitted a claim
for reimbursement,

The total amount reimbursed for 1986 is $146,916.60
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INPRODUCT 104 OF BILLS

The following Bills were introduced and read the First times
(1) Rice Factories (Amendment) Bill 1967 ~ Bill No. 3/1987

(2) Caribbean Agricultural Ressarch and Development Institute
Bi11 1987 = Bill lo. 4/1987

ﬁhe Senior Minister in the Ministry of Agricultu_x_‘.ej
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No CONFIDENCE IN GOVEANMENP 'S MINING POLICY

"Be it resolved that this Assembly has no confidence in the
Government's mining policy, inoluding its policy on precious metals.™

/R Ewayara,

Mr, Kwayasna: Nr. Speaker, the mining policy of Government at this time
is maturally very important. One cannot, in my own position, discuss all
aspects of the mining poliey in the time at my disposal, nor would I perhaps
wish to do o, but there are certain special issues that need te be confronted,
There is the general issue of the control of one's rescurces among which, in
the case of Cuyana, mineral rescurces are an important group as in seversl
developing countries, We have then the first choice to be made, or the first
balance to be struck between external interests and national interests, and
then within the national interestse I would want to recommend an interest
between the very small and valuable operators and the more wealthy or better
endowed in terma of material capscity.

General statements may also have to be made, Ao we know, the question of
sovereignty weighs very heavily with us. A rather new book by Br.' Waldron; who

is the head of the Geolcgy and Mines Commission, inoludes concern with growthe
It is called “Options for Developing Countries in Mining Development®, It is
written by Grantley "Waldron® and Baj Kumar, The passage I want to draw attention
to iss
", + « true expressions of sovereigniy will only be achieved by the
appropriatencas of the fiscal and other measures which determine whether

a depoait is commercislly exploitable and the return to the investor

and the State which would arise as a consequence of its exploitations™

Without any comment on that I would say it is a contribution to the whole

discussion of sovereignty, What this scientist is saying is that sovereignty

is not & thing in itselfy it has certain ways of expressing itsslf and that it
expresses itself partly in a fiscal regime, I think this is a very welcome and
sobering contribution to the whole discussion of the development of natural

resources in general, It has always besn, and we have daid it in this Assembly, with
orderliness of that development, the fact that it is rooted in some kind of order
which we call "laegality" and which in some places they call "socialist legality"

and in other places “rule of law", We have, of course, been arguing against
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decisions which are not well thought out in advance, Ons has to look at the
Investment Code of 1979, I do not know if there is a new edition. I am sure
the Government speakers will inform me on that andon other declarations of
policy that have been made from time to time,

I cannot start this discussion without referring to the Chappell fiasscos
The Agreement signed on July 4, 1985, involved the Nassau group in regard to
promoting the development of the vast underutilised resources of Guyana through
the medium of tax haven jurisdiction. Other passages, for example on page 2,

paragraph 4, make it clear that mining was a consideration,
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Before I get into the meat, the real day-towday policy issues, I want to
comment on the fact that earlier this year we passed a Resolution on the guestion
of busingss with firms that participate in the economies of South Africa and
Namibia and you will remember the assurances that were given by the Govermment
speakers, which I as Mover of the Motion and others on this side accepteds Our
proposals had been different and our proposals had borne in mind the fact that
developing countries, comuitted as they might be even in Africa and the front-
line states, do have these moments when they have no choices Obviously I am not
recommending that we should search for this moment. The Motion, as originally
tabled, tried to provide against an emergency and exigency when the Govermment
might come to the 4ssembly and say, "This canmot be avoided" or "If we were to

avoid it,these would be the consequences."

The Motion was passed in the form that it was passed and T have no altermative
but to be very vigilant on the gquestion of firms dealing with Guyana's economy
because what can take place unintentionally is that we merge our mineral industry
with that of South 4frica or Namibia unwittingly. It would be very bad to do it
consciously. It would perhaps bs more unforgivable to do it without knowing.

I refer to the news in the Chropigle that a Britieh petroleum firm = I think
it is London and Scottish and Dickman Hill Propristors =~ is %o be involved in
this country's petroleum mining. 8ubject to correction, which will have to be
well documented, that is the position because my information is that Dickman Hill
Proprietors is an Australian firm with four subsidiaries in South Africa, Inter-
moenting Mining and others, one of them engaged in uranium. Dickman Hill has
been published in our newspaper as one of the firms that is going to be engaged -
or partnered or some such thing =~ in the searcn for petroleum. These facts are
relevant because since last year we committed ourselves to accelerating the
search for petroleum and it was almost inevitable that some firm or the other
with links in South 4frica would be involved, This is what has taken place.

Let us now turn to the policy issues within Guyana almost exclusivelys. When
this Motion was first moved, one of the items to be urged was the price of golds
That was soon after corrected by the new rate but, after that new rate, other
developments have taken place rendering the new rate less attractive than it was
at the time when it was made, It is our opinion that perbaps there should e

re-consideration of the rate., In fact, at a very recent Face~the-Nation programme
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which I heard on a tape and which had nothing to do with the moving of this

Motion ~ it was moved some time last ysar - the Commissionsr of Mines and

Geology did say it was under review, thaving said timt, I have no doubt it

will give rise to responses from tapse who mine gold, if we understand these
things at all. However, he said it and it is the same point I am urging that
there should be a review, an upward review, in favour of those who win gold within
Guyana.

%e are willing to defend those owners of dredges, who seem to be somewhers
in the middle of the two poles of technology, against any disadvantages they
might suffer as Guyanese from the effects of high-powered, highly mechanised
mining. We also have to defend those in the interior who have the status of
employee. We have written to the Minister concerned - in this case, the Minister
of labour - drawing attention to the need, now that mining is on the up-swing,
now that most Govermment statements about the future have to do with mining, What
are the conditions of' work for taose who hold the status of employee within the
mining concerns which may have tais status.? As we know, some of them do note
The tributors have a kind of collectivism and it is on those tributors that I
want to place quite a lot of faith in this argument here this afternoon, The
price of gold is guaranteed to these middle~sized operators with middle technology.
Here, too, I stand to be corrected.

Then, they have the task of distribution of sarnings within their little
economy, be it one, two or three dredges. To what extent is this price guaranteed
to them by the Guyana Gold Board and the Government passed on, in the re-distribution
that takes place among people and miners, divers and other workers within these
enterprises far away from home, behind God*s back as we say, exposed to all the
raveges of weather and to this new intruder, ma.lariaf To what extent is their
future guaranteed by all the employers? I have no doubt that some employers
would guarantee tneir futures To what extent is the National Insurance Scheme
firmly implanted in these enterprises? To what extent is thers medical care for
some of the ailments that might arﬁ:e in the couse of mining, things that used
to arise a few years ago and tmt/ar?;dl fairly recently, I understand there is
no decompression chamber in any hospital in the countrye. This would hardly affect
the category called “owner" directly. Some have suggested that the Bartica
dospital should be outfitted to serve the neceds of miners. Some have argusd

against that and said "Use the Georgetown Hospital." 41l of this would depend
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our air communications, which, again, are a vital part of our mining policy.
While Guyana Airways Corporation is panting for breath, there can be no happy
vision about the development in minings It is the main communication link.
Other people are finding other communication links,

Another important issue is the question of diamonds. Gold has been con-
trolled. There is a Gold Board and some people say there is no Diamond Board.
Why? Is there mo attempt to bring diamonds into the official economy? The
whole thing is quite mysterious to some of us, Diamonds are called "precious
stones" and no deubt many of them are very precious indeed, but the State seems

quite willing %o let them take their own head and those who opserate claims may
also take their own head. Our information is tmat there are lsgitimate and
non-legitimate traders, those who will export formally and those who will export

clandestinely, in other words, they scout the diamonds oute
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Now, miners were very indignant when they heard a Govermmsnt person say that
Nine Mileswill no longer be worked by pick and shovel, that it cannot be worked
by pick and shovel, that it must come under mechanisation, The fear is tmt
all the concessions will be handed over to some highly mechanised firm or
individual who can convince the Geology and Mines Commission that it has the
capacity to develop it on mechanised liness 1 ave been requested to challenge
that view and to say that the only reason why this view las become ourrent is
because the recent operators knew that they were operating illegally and did not
moke the usual preparations on the ground, but wanted to rush activities, I
think there was one fatality.

When I drew this to the attention of the miners they said that there ware
mhny fatalities in diving in years past and that has not put an end to divinge
These people who are men of the sarth ~ one might almost call them “mineral
peasants" - who are mot mechanised or highly wmechanised at all, must have a
special place in the mining activities of Guyans and at Nine Miles, They claim
that Kine Miles is far from the situation where it oan only be worked by highly
mechanised operations and that it can, in fact, be worked by pick and shovele
These are people who bave gone there and worked and have succeeded in most cases.
They are very disturbed by the report. It is more than a report, because it was
said at official level that pick and shovel will be excludad,

Fimally, the tributorse They are accused of not selling gold to the Gold
Board. There are many people today who have claims and cannot work theme The
hone Minister of Fimance had to call the other day on the banks to pay attention
to the applications by miners, if I understocod correctly what was reported. I
don't know that he has the power to do anything beyond that, I can be corracted,
if necesssry. I thought he was asking the banks to facilitate banking and that

this would mean that people without any capital would get some mocommndation from
the Development Bynk at least and perhaps from the lending banks as welle, A
document whichI happened to see, from persons who are attempting to put a team
together to get some gold in & place where they think it is, lays down that if they
satisfy the lenders, the lenders will lend tham 40 per cent and they must find 60 per
cent of the cutlay,

The Speaker: Mr. Kwayana, I would like to facilitate you within the limits
of the ruless

Cde, Beepu Daman Persauds I wish to move that ths speaker be given 15

mimites mores

The Spesker: He has had 45 minutes already.
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Mr, Kwayanas M. Speaksr, I apologise

The Speakers You are entitleds
Cde
/ Reen Daman Persaud: I wish to move that the speaker be giver ten mimites

to conclude his speechs

Cde, Basirs I beg to second that,

Question put, and agreed toe

Mr, Kwayanas M. Speaker, I am grateful to the majority for withholding
their vote,

Most of us can see no future at all for these pioneerse. I want to stress
the fact that many senior miners have told us that no gold at all has been found
in the interior withou$ the aid of porke~knockerse They are the advance guard of
anything that has been discovered and therefore there should be arrangements for
this class of minere Therefore, I have to support very strongly the pleadings of
the late hon. Joseph Bleazar, his pleas for the pioncers = that no development in
mining should shut them oute In fact, there should be conerete measures to make
it possible for them to operate in the interior,

It bas been said against them that they do not sell geld, or all their gold,
to the Gold Board, I want to say quite frankly, and without any venom at all, that
1 do not know who in Guyana is selling all his gold to the Gold Board, This is a
oountry which, over the last century, was returning over 100,000 ounces of gold
per annum in some cases, Now we are calling 14,000 ounces a record, %o have
heard of some high level operators with multiple dredges who have not yet won the
title of Best Miner of the Year. Ordinary pork-knockers have drawn this to my
attention, How is it that these¢ persons have all this mechanisation at their
fdisposal and have not yet won one prize? I know mothing from first hand but from
the miners when I ask them how they expect to ba facilitated if there is a Gold
Board and they are not aselling to the Gold Board, They point to the shops. Mny
of them claim to be selling to the shopss They say that thay need something in
the place of the old shop system which used to supply them with their goode on
the spot so that they could carry on their prospecting, or whatever activity they
wore engaged in, without any fear of starvatione

These are some of the measures that need to be introduced openly because I
think that we are in some ways in a parallel situation to the days of Eleaszar.
The technicians now are Guyanese and know much more about the world than the
technicians in those days who were not even Guyanese to begin with, Nevertheless,
thera is this great fear that in this guest for highepowered, highly mechanised

mining, the place of the small miner, the smaller miner and the smwallest miner in
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the economy might be neglected,

Of course, there have been govermmental statements on this point. Officials
have called on miners to get themselves in ordsr and mechanise, fit in with the
timess But how? How is the miner who knows the bush inside out, knows all the
8kills about pork-knocking, going to fit in with the times unless there is a
bundle of governmental memsures known to be available to him?

Having taken up 8o much of the waluable tims of the Assembly,/; am/.:ather
self-critical person; I can recognise these things - I merely want to say that
I began by saying we are hoping that the Government is settling on some less
haphazard policy in the area of mining than in the past. We hope that the
Chappells are something of the past and will not re-appear, that mining policy
will be looked at with an eye to the future, that valuable longeterm capital
resources will not be frittered awsy for current neads, that the new locations
where heavy mining activities take place will no longer have ths status, when
that is over, of a remote location but will be available for normal human
development, that something needs to ba done about diamond prices and other
incentives, something needs to be done, as a high govermment official has admitted,
about the price of gold, all of these being incentives towards getting precicus

minarals into the field of officisl transactions,
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What I would like to anticipate this afternoon is 2 elear emunciation of
Government®s policy. Again I must express the concarn of those of us on this
8ide of the Assembly tc¢ be treated with the courtesy that any lember of Parline
ment deserves. Why is it that the Goverrnment has not eirculated the Agreements
in full to us so that they can e stulied? I don't want to throw red herrings
into the debate but when there was a border problem we gave our support. We
are deeply concerned., We may nuve our differences but, so far as our natural
resources la;‘gr sovereign'y are concerned, you can cocunt on our support. That
has been the principled positiun of the People's Progressive Party in those days
when the Government was very concerned about joint development, But even if
there is joint d@eloment, ong would like to know in clear terms, without any
smbiguity, what these Agreements are, to what extent the foreigners will benefit
and to wnat extent the Guyanese will benefit. I think that those are pertinent
questions. One is compelled to asks Is there a reversal of policy with respect
t0 omnersaip and control of our matural resources?

In seconding the Motion I thought of raising those questions which are
relevant and pertinent so that answers should be forthcoming, There is concern,
deep concern, countryswide, and there must be concern in & matter like this,
The Government owes it pot only to the Parliament, but to the mation to fully
inform us as to what is taking place in these areas. With those arsas of
enquiry, concern and a reiteration of our policy with respect to sovereignty,

ownership and control, I want to second the Motion moved by Mr. Busi Kwayana,

Cde, HNoktas Cde. Spesker, I shall not be very longe There are just a few
points I would like to make in relation to policy because while we are thinking
about pratecting the local miners and porkeknockers, we have to think about the
Amerindians also, those who are living in the interior in reservations.

In accordence with the Amerindian Ordinance, thess people are supposed to
have arens delineated for tiheme They are given rights to live there and to
extract whatever is there for their own benefite. We have to examine this factor
and ensure that when claims are given the reservations are not included, Ths
poor Amerindians samnot afford to buy dredges and have to use the pick-axe,
They have become the servants of these peopls who own dredges, because they

have to sell their labeur and they get very little in returne. This is the only
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practical thing to do in the interior. It is tappening right now in the Rupumuni,
in the Ralaraima Mountains and in tne Mazaruni District, Because of the poor air
service provided by the Government, persons wio are in the gold business have %o
trek across the border to sell their gold and to buy rations. The Go'ermment's
plans service is virtually dead. There is no food going into the Mazaruni and
inte + + « « Amerindians and pork-knockers have tn go over the border for food.
In other words, the poor service of Guyans Airways Corporation enccurages people
to sell their goods and their minerals across the border.

The Govermment shoulc also address itself to the question of Government
ofiicials being buyers of gold. Tihe Gold Board has given permits to individuals
to purchase gold. A4s we understand it, and from reports coming in, these people
have their own private claims. One has to asks How can a person have a private
6laim and at the same time have the suthority to buy gold on behalf of the
Government? Something oan go wrong because who will Aifferentiate betwaeen ths gold?

On the question of expatriates, we know of expatriates operating in the
Barama River, but we also have large local companies, like GUYMINE, operating
in the Marudi Mountains. What policy governs the operations of GUYMIN® in the
ayrudi Mountaina?

1 should like the Minister o address his mind to these questions because

they touch on policy and also on the protection of indigenous people.

Me, M,F, Singhs Mr. Sveaker, I am going to be very short. The Motion is
that this Assembly has no confidence in the fovernment's mining policy, including
the pclicy on precious metala, I must confess that I have no great knowledge of
Government 's mining policy so I cannot make any pronouncement about having no
confidence in it,

What I can say, and what I will say, is that as a Buxtonian I know that
Buxton was built by the pork~knockers. Ly mother told me hew her father's shop
used to finance the pork-knockers from Buxton. They would go into the gold and
diamond fields in the imzaruni, They would come back with their zold and that
brought Buxton up from the low level it was experiencing to a very high level.

Therefore, I want to exnress my concern about preserving the rights of the
small porkeknockers to continue the tremendous work they did to build the place
I know, particularly Buxton, and, indeed, to build other arecas in the country
as they have done in the past. We must not gell our birthright, We must preserve
our integrity, our sovereignty, and not give it aways iy concern is for the small

miners, the pork-knockers, We must look at them and make sure thnere is no
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derogation from the rights whick they enjoyed in the old days when, by
sweat and blood, they used tneir skills in order to build this country
and to build vilieges like Buxton. That is my concern and that is why I
want to hear what is Government!s policy on this matter, I will nol make

any propouncement on the Motion.

Cde, Basir: Cde. Speaker, unfortunately I do not wear gold but I
would like to say that Government's wpolicy on mining ought to be tied ups
The fact is that the rain transport road, the Bartica~Potarc Road, used to

in that part of the country,
be the ingress road into the gold mining a.reas/about which my colleagues
bave baen spesking + That road is badly kept and it affects transportation.

I want to make the point that it is necessaxry to have legislation whereby
not only the local pioneers but also forsigners make certain tnat the
infrastructure is put in, I remembecin the early '50s the Guyana Consolidated
Goldfields limited had a dredging operation. All they have left for us is &
big canal as wide as this Parliament Building and ss long as the distance
from here to Parika, All the gold is out of this countrye

I further say that tne Govermment should establis: a Commission, whether
it is & policy or not, to determine whether claim holders should have a 51
per cent involvement in the total amount of gold coming out of these gold
olaims. There should also be, as I have said, a developmeént base, for which
K¥r. Kwayam has made a significant point here. If the gold mining area
creates employment and creates enough foreign currency rescrves, then tmat

area must be developed in some way or the other.
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There is no lack of information about the miners]l resources. The exploration
goes on every years Indeed, at this very moment Dr, Walrond - and I proncunce
it correctly = 'appens to be in New York working with a United Nations agency with

a view to looking at a Minerals Promotion Document that is being pulled together
with particular reference to gold, becauss we are btaking what we have so far donme
and refining it. Bven now you have the finishing touches being put to something
that we will in fact bring to Parliament, Hopefully it will have a rather more
informed discussion than this, indeed, o more informsd discussion than the oil bill
had, because that was a complex piece of legislation. My recollection is that he
said that, with one exception, which for the reason of not causing confusion among
the members of the Minority Party I will not mention here, all the rest never
read the things He was the only one who read it and made sense, but the rest talk,
Talk is cheap. We are going to be bringing a new mining law which is avgilable now
in draft, and it is being examined prior to presentation to the issembly, That
does not mean that there is no documents It means that we are pulling it
togethers There is an Investment hot that we are working ons Mhere are rules
and regulationse I could, if I were to be so indisciplined as to follew you in
talking on this Moticn, respond by telling you what the policy is. It is you
who have got upe I have not been a politician for very longs I have been told
that politics is the art of the possible and for me that means that if there is
anybody who gets out to do scmething that they know is an unatteinable act, and
also he happens to be a politicisx_x with a lot of experience, then I must guestion
the objective of what he is doinge It cannot be that he is hoping to attain the
targets There is something elase he is trying to gete

¥hat is the target of this Motion? 1Is the lgmber hoping, with the arithmetic
of this Assembly, to get this kssembly to turn around and tell itself, in terms of
the Govermment bonchag, the majority, that it has no confidence in its own poliaqy,
Doss he really think that could happen? They tried it with the last Motion,
Someone said "Division" and every man jack said the same word. Do they expect
that with the rehearsal which was imposed on them they will fail to do the same thing?

So, it cannot be true that the considered objective is to get the Ibtion
passeds There must bs another objctibe because I know that the Member has
political experience and he knows that politics is the art of the possible. What
could be his objective? Thgre can only be one objective right nows It is to find
a forum or platform for making comments without the basis fact so that he could

get some kind of publicity that he is not otherwise getting,
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He cannot tell me that his objective was to get this Motion passed, How was hs
going to do that? He could not do it because he commands neither the facts to
appeal to anybody's intellect nor the oratory to appeal to anybody's emotions.
He doesn't have the tools; he cannot do the work, If, therefore, the purposs
of this Motion is to give himself a platform in the presence of the Press so
that they could report that the P.P.Ps showed great concern about pork=knockers =
you cannot even get a representative for alections in Ythem' areas. Gertainly
Yyou are showing ccncern about porkeknockers.

Suddenly Feilden Singh remembars Buxton.

The Speakers Cde, Parris, Mr. Feilden Singh, please,

Cda. Pa;'risz Mr. Feilden Singh. He remembers Buxton and things like
pork-knockerss I grew up there and he obvicusly can only say that because he
grew up at Buxton. I am telling you. He is one of ths honest men in here.

The Buxtonians who have taken part in the debate so far and to whom reference

has been made are Bleazar of 1926 vintage, Singh, who says, . and one Parris,

who i8 now speakings There are ne other Buxtonians taking part. Bs clear on
that, If, therefore, thers is a need to focus on Buxton, then it is Mr. Singh
and I who have fo talk because Mr. Eleazar is dead, But Mr. Singh has already
agreed that he has nothing to say, so it leaves me alone talking about Buxton.
But we want to talk about mining policy.

Cde. 8peaker, I told you we will finish by 6,30, I may be much better than
you think on that because it does appear to me that if my argument is right that
the purpose of the Motion is not to gat it mssed « could not be to get it passed -
because they have presented no facts., They have said, "look, this is my undere
standing of the policy. These are the criteria which a good policy should have,
Your policy, of which my understanding is at fault, falls down on eriteria No. 1,
criteria Noe 2 and criteria No. 3, and for those reasons I move that your policy
is no good,"

What have we been told today? "I don't know what the policy is." "I am not
sure what are the criteria, but you should think about it, think about the small
fellow and really you must not put those fellows out of business, They must go
down in history that no matter how technologically developed the industry jbecomes,
the pork-knocker shall be im historye." Of course, he will be in history,/:z.nbook.
The world of develoment does not allow the approach of the dinosaur and if one
wishes to impose a mining policy, the very thing which led to the dinosaur's

becoming extinct, I can assure you that extinction will apply not to the Peoplets
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National Congress but to him whe was so foolish as %o propose ite

In that regard, the Pecple's National Congress Government cannot buy, ne
matter how much you want to romanticise, the notion that the wimning of the
mineral resources of this country should be fettered by some romantic notion,
whether it is associated with Buxton or not, of how fo win minerals from the soile
We are going into the 21st century. How can you come with that kind of thing?
Clearly you are going to win points if you say that anybody who goes into the
interior must build a town. Sure, w7s would like that to bappen too, but there is
a emall matter of looking very carefully at the economies of the project and the
balance of advantage of what you are going to get the man to give for what you
are going to give him and you are mot in a world in which you enjoy a majority
such as we enjoy in this Assembly that says that,just as how this Motion cannot pass,
we tell the fellow that he must give us this. He does not have to. So there are
negotiations. But you can be assured that the strictures, through which you have
attempted to go to remind us of our responsibility s a party and a Govermment,
of sovereignty, of the fact that we must not allow people to carry away the ptuff
without getting an adequate recompense, that we have to protect the small men,
that we must protect the Amerindians and, indeed, the pecple of the Corentyne, if
they wers to be involved, that we have to protect this body, that we will have to
overhaul those who are employees. All those nice terms. You are not talking to
somebody who does not know about thate You are preaching not only fto the converteds
You are tallking to the bigh priest of the things It is we who came with those
things in the Declaration of Sophia and long befores S0, for you to jump now
and say, "Have you considered? Whom are you playing to? Which gallery? Most of
the people bave gone home, You are here so late, Have you considered?

Let us be very serious about this matter of a mining policy. Lat me say
something to you that concerns you because I don't believe that we should allow
a misleading of the people whom we are supposed to leads #s have a second track recor
or & pair of track records, in this dssembly, One man has said that any time he
talks he must say his prayers. I knew a fellow of more recent vintage that any
time he talks he is going to say “Chappell™. 8o what happera? No matter what
you are talking about he says “Chappell“e If you are talking mining, he says
“Chappell®; if you are talking arithmetic, he says *Chappell", If you are talking
church, he says "Chappell" and that is one time he would get Mr. Singh to
agree with hime [X-age_:l_ﬂiirj

I have tried to explain about Chappslle Mre Greenidge has tried to explain
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about Chappell and we thought we had done a good job explaining, but what has
happened? In the same way that that person tells you that ihe name of the
Commissioner of Gevlogy and liines is "Waldron" and ihe Chronicle, which is &
state-owned paper, and certainly the New fution == Please don't call the
man "ir. Waldron"., You can do a fellow the courtesy of spelling his name right.
That is the firet tenet of socialism, Call nim by the name he gives himself.
Don't give mm another name. That is an abuse of the man. So call i% right =
"Walrond".

In the same way that you get vhis confusion with Walrond = you are toid
that we signed an agreement witn Chappell. Nonsansel We have not, The July
4th, 1985, document was, as was indeed mentioned earlier in this same 4ssenbly,
a Memorandum of Understanding. MThere is a bis difference between a wemorandum of
Understanding and an Agreement. e understood that certain taings would be
looked ate We understood tnat Chappell said he was intsrested in that. If someone
says he wants to look, what do you want us to tell him? "Don't look!" looking
is free. If looking was not free mosi of us would be locked up when we are
walking down the road at a certain time of the day, 8o ws said, "Look."

A1l tha¢ memorandum about the « « « o industry, there is an insidious
dishonesty because toat is one time when 1 krow that they have a copy of the
Memorandum of Understandinge Why would a man who has a dooument which accurately
describes something, as I was told, seek to tell you that that was an Agreement,
If it was an Agreement, it was an Agteement tc do what? If it turns out tuat
the only thing is to look, then I think there is confusion of the real meaning
of the terms It is & Memorandum of Understanding and it is so headed up. If
you look at the Order Faper you will find it is so described in the Order Paper
here, Mr. Kwayana cnose to ask the sinister of Finance about the life insurance
Company =

"das the Government of Guyana in the spirit of the Memorandum of

Understanding with the Nassau Life Insurance Company signed on July 4,
19685 « & o "
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éxcept for those who came into being after and had no parentage and they don't
exist because you are going to find they are a new company, but it is an offeshoot
of an 0ld one which had a "king" of a thing with South Afrioca. Let us be
realistic. Let us not get out the tar brush and look for the opportunity.
Nobody can care more than this Government about the injustices, the harshness of
apartheid, Qur record is there for all to sees You don't need te beat this
Government over the ears and tell it about South Africas If the rest of the
world had not stood up against South Africa, we in our usual fistical fashion
would have stocd alone, Epgy.;ggej
Let me say these wordse All the issues raised about the problems of
small miners, the need to worry about sovereignty, the need to be concernsd
about setting the right priorities, particularly for our wasting assets, the
need to have people trained to get a square deal, all these are matters which
Bve been addressed by the Goverrment, I would go as far as saying this: there¢ are
a mmber of three available documents that are not secret that represent answers
insofar as we have managed to deal with the complexities and problems too and
various aspects of policies that we could have raised heres We are atiempting
to pull them all together but you must be very careful net to make the mistake
of thinking that because a jig-saw puzzle has to be put together as & construction
of connected pieces, the fact that you have not been presented as yet with the full
set of pieces connected up means either that the pieces do not exist or that when
they are put together we will find that they do not fit.
Phis Motion carries with it an assumption that you know what the policy
is and, having axaminsd it carefully and critieally, you wish to say to us that
it is imapproyriates haphazard, « « « o o I think what I have heard simply
indicatee that enough homework has not been dones It may be that you bhave a
point that more should be done on our side to apprise you, given that whatever
you are doing so far bas not allowed you to be as fully apprised as you need to
be. It may be that is true, but in looking at that Motion you could noct ccme
4o the conclusion that it could be passed, if it is based on wide conjecture,
on grand-standing, in order to make people think you have them at hearts I would
like to think you have them at heart, but don't do it that way, When you try to
do it that way, you try to make out as though we doa't have them at heart, That

is what I would say in the first places
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I would say in relation to this Motion that I would adviese all the comrades,
including the Mover of the Motion, to withdraw it and with other things, which

you find you cannot withdraw, don't put it in the first place.

Mre Kwayanas M. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the hon. Minister
on a very lamentable performance, a very bad performance. If that is what is
representing the Govermnment of Guyana, I lament it.

He started off by saying we have secret knowledge and then ended by
saying, "We have not done enough to inform you"and by saying "You know it
because we arranged for you to know.," I shall certainly learn by heart the
promunciation of Mr., Walrond's mame and I hope that my hone Friend would learn
not to say ™happsus to have wrote the Government" as he did in his presentations
I can overlook that, but he would note

There is one thing that I want to corrects I really have no knowledge
of anything going on in the bureaucracy about diamondse I made it clear that
I md a conversation with an interested citizens I want to clarify one point dus
to our time limite I note what he said about the pork-knockers. appearing in
the history bookse It may be that they will do better than hes He may not
appear in the history bookse

¥e misunderstood me, or deliberately misrspresented me, when I quoted from
Mr. $alrond's book about soversignty, I said "We bgve seen sovereignty in one
way = traditionally as colonials, Mr. Walrond in the passage which I quoted
said we should have a fiscal aspect which would spell it out and I said this
is a contribution to the discussion on sovereignty, not the Govermment policye
T do not think that Mr. Parris, apart from the fact that he wants to make this
kind of play, could really misunderstand such clear expression of what I am
sayinge I was very careful mot to say that that book is an expansion of
Governmentts policy. Besides that, the sound of fury does not deserve any replys

Motion put, and negativeds

ADJOURIDENT
Resolved ™hat this Assembly do now adjourn to Wednesday, 17th June,
1987, at 14300 hrse”

Ehe Minister of Begional Development./

Adjourped accerdingly at 18421 brg



