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National Assembly

Other Members (6)
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PRAYERS
The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE DEPUTY. SPEAKER

— e

Leave
The Deputy Speaker announced that Cde. Sase Narain was
unavailable to be present at that sitting.

He also announced that leave from that sitting had been
granted to Cdese Parris, Corbin, Van West-Charles, Parvatan, Faith Harding,
Nellie Charles, Yusuf Khan, Stephens, Thom-Lindie and Mr. Feilden Singhe
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PRESENTATION OF PAPSRS AND REPORTS ET'C

The following papsers were laids

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(i)

(1)

(i1)

(1ii)

(i)

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

Constitution (Amendment) Order 1987 (No. 38), made under
article 47(4) of the Constitution on 30th June, 1987 and
published in the Gazette on 18th July. 1987.

Anmial Report and dccounts of the Guyana Sugar Corporation
Limited for the year 1986.

Ai‘-he Prime Minister/

Anmial Report and Accounts of the Guyana Co-cperative
Insurance Service for the year 1985,

State Pensions (Hubert Moshett) Order 1987 (No. 37),

made under section 4 of the State Pensions Act, Chapter 27104,
on 8th July 1987 and published in the Gazette on 18th July
1987, together with Erratum.

Annual Report of the Office of the Auditor General for the
year 1986.

Lﬁinieter of Regional Development, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance/

Minimum Wages (Enployees in Dry Goods Stores) (Amendment)
Order 1987 (No. 40), made under section 94 of the labour
Act, Chaptser 98:01, on 218t July, 1987 and published in
the Uazette on 25th July, 1987.

Minimum Wages (Employees in Drug Stores) (Amendment) Order
1987 (No. 41), made under section 94 of the Labour Act,
Chapter 98301, on 21st July, 1987 and published in the
Gazette on 25th July, 1987.

Minimumn Wages (Bnployees in Hardware Stores) (Amendment)
Order 1987 (No. 42), made under section 94 of the Iabour
Act, Chapter 98101, on 21st July, 1987 and published in
the Gazette on 25th July, 1987.

Minimum Wages (Bmployees in Groceries) (Amendment) Order
1987 (No. 43), made umler section 94 of the Labour ict,
Chapter 983101, on 21st July, 1987 and published in the
Gazette on 25th July, 1987.

/The Minister of labour/
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS - FIRST READING

The following Bills were presented and read the First times

(1) Sea Defence laws (Amendment and Transfer of Functions) Bill 1987 =
Bill No. 6/1987 published 1987-08-~06

AITha Minister of Regional Development, on behalf of the Senior
Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture/

(2) (i) Domicile Reform Bill 1987 - Bill No. 7/1987 published
1987~08~06+

(ii) Criminel law Reform Bill 1987 = Bill No. 8/1987 published
1987~08=06.

(iii) Rehabilitation of Offenders Bill 1987 = Bill No. 9/1987
published 1987=08=06.

(iv) Fundamental Rights (Practice and Procedure) Bill 1987 =
Bill No. 10/1987 vublished 1987-08-06.

(v) law Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 1987 = Bill No.
11/1987 published 1987-08-06,

[Fhe Vice-President, First Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney

General/

(3) Hydro~Blectric Power (Amendment) Bill 1987 - Bill No. 12/1987
published 1987~08-06.

[The Minister of Regional Development on behalf of the Deputy
Prime Minister, Plamming and Develompment/

(4) Pugitive Offenders Bill 1987 - Bill No. 13/1987 published
1987-08=06.

Ehe Vice~President, First Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney

General /

(5) National Assembly (Disqualification) (Amendment) Bill 1987 =
Bill No. 14/1987 wublished 1987-08-06.

/The Prime Minister /

PUBLIC BUS INESS

Bills ~ Second Reading

Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute Bill 1987

A Bill intituled:
“An Act to provide for the implementation by Guyana of the
Agreement establishing the Caribbean Agricultural Research and
Development Institute."

The Deputy Speaker: Comrades and hon. Member, I have been advised by

the Leader of the House that the Cde. Minister of Agriculture is unavailable
No. 4 of 1987’

today. In the circumstances this Bill,/which is listed as the first item

under Public Business, will not be proceeded withe. We shall then proceed to

item 2.

Bill, by leave, def g{x_‘g&.

The Yeputy Speaker: Cde. Minister of Pinancee
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Mr. Kwayana: Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask the mover whether, from
the point of view of tidiness, the numbering should be 61A or 624.
Secondly, I notice that the deposit, according to the Commissioner's
report, is as follows:
"Registered insurers are required to deposit with the Commissioner of
Insurance the sum of $250,000 in respect of long term insurance
business or property insurance business not including motor vehicle,
marine, aviation, transit insurance."
Perhaps that also may not include savings insurance and loans insurance, I
just mention this from a point of interest as it seems, on the face of this,

that not all types of insurance business will attract a deposit.

Cde., Greenidge: Cde. Chairman, as far as the first question is con~

cerned, the numbering, I have been advised that it would be inappropriate to
re-mumber this particular section 62A because section 62 refers to something
which is not quite related to this particular provision. 61A must follow 61
as it stands at the moment,

Secondly, I have noted the point raised by Mr. Kwayana as regards the
types of insurance activities which require inputs and we will specify in the
Order whether or not « « o As I indicated earlier, it is envisaged

that persons would be reguired

&ssemp_k reaumgg_ .

Bill reported without amendment, read the Third time and passed as

e S T W T S S G G S e T I Y T -

printed.

- -

MOT IONS

SUPERANNUAT ION BENEFITS OF NON-PENSIONABLE EMPLOYEES

"§hereas Legislative Counci)] Resolution No. XXV of 1940 as amended from
time to time provided that an employee holding a non-pensionable
appointment should be granted superannuation benefits on certain terms
and conditions;

And Whereas under the aforesaid Resolution, as so amended, the super=
anmiation benefits provided for therein are available to a non=-
pensionable employee only in the case of his retirement on account of
ill=health, incapacity, inefficiency eor voluntary retirement on or
after the age of fifty-five years, or on abolition of post;

And Whereas Government is of the view that in a case where the
service of a non-pensionable employee is terminated on account of
unavailability of work, closure of project, redundancy or in the
public interest (not being a case where his service is terminated
on disciplinary grounds or on resignation) and who has more than one
but less than seven continuous years of service, should be paid a
gratuity calculated -
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(a) in the case of a non-pensionable employee holding an “approved"
appointment at a rate of one-eighteenth of a month's pay for
each month of service; and

(b) in the case of a non-pensionable employee not holding an "approved"
appointment at a rate of one-twenty-sixth of a year's pay for each
year of services

Now, therefore, be it resolved:

That this National Assembly approve that the aforesaid Resolution
be amended in the following respects =

(a) by the renumbering of paragraph B as sub-pmragraph (i) thereof
and by the insertion, after sub-paragraph (i) as so remumbered,
of the following sub-paragraph as sub-paragraph (ii) =

"(ii) A non-pensiomable employee holding an approved appointe
ment whose service is terminated on or after lst April,
1982, on account of unavailability of work, closure of
project, redundancy or in public interest (not being a
case where his service is terminated on disciplinary
grounds or on resignation) and who has more than one
but less than seven contimuous years of service be paid
a gratuity calculated at the rate of one-eighteenth
of a month's pay for each month of services"

(v) in paragraph C, by the renumbering of sub-paragraph (ii) as sube=
paragraph (iii) and by the insertion, after sub-paragraph (i), of
the following sub=paragraph as subeparagraph (ii) =

"(ii) A non-pensionable employee not holding an approved
appointment whose service is terminated on or after
1st April, 1982, on account of umavailability of
work, closure of project, redundancy or in public
interest (not being a case where his service is ter~
minated on disciplinary grounds or on resignation) and
who has more than one but less than seven contimuous
years of service be paid a gratuity calculated at the
rate of one~twenty-eixth of a year's pay for each year
of service.";

(¢) by the insertion, after paragraph I, of the following paragraph
as paragraph J =«

w3, For the purposes of this resolution =

(i) “pay", for calculating gratuity peyable to an
employee, shall be computed on the basis of the
last salary or wages drawn by the employee;

(1i) “approved appointment" means any appointment
approved in that behalf by the Minister."

/[The Minister of Information and the Public Service./

The Minister of Information and the Public Service (Cde. Harewood-Benn):

Cde. Speaker, this Motion standing in my name represents the formal mechanism
to give effect to & decision made in our on-going endeavour to provide social
and economic justice for all our citizens, all our workers., We are aware that
over the years regulations have been amended from time to time and this

particular amendment has to do with benefits, The existing situation is that

non~- pensionable workers who have less than seven years service cannot benefit
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from superanmiations There are no conditions providing superannuation benefits
for non-pensionable employees in our service with less than seven years® service.
This is a situation which we are now proposing in this amendment to changee It
means that those whose services have been terminated on or after April 1, 1982,
on account of umavailability of work, as long as the termination has not got to
do with disciplinary matters or resignation, those people will now, provided
this Motion is passed, be able to benefit from superanmuation. Those holding
what is called “"approved appointments" will benefit to the amount of one=
eighteenth of the monthly salary for every month they bave worked; those holding
what is described as positicns which are not approved will benefit differently,
one~twentye-sixth of a month's pay for each month of servicee

I do not think that I need to justify very much more this Bill, It seeks
to give assistance to people whom we fecl deserve assistance. As such, we have
adjusted the regulations, We are asking that they now be amended in order for
us to be able to provide this assistance to the people who fall in these
categories,

We cannot at all correct all the perceived injustices, We cannot do all
we would like to do but certainly I would like to submit that this is a step
in the right direction where people have worked and their services have been
terminated, We want to be able to superannuate them accordingly as to whether
they held approved or non-approved appointments, but certainly they will benefit
from some form of superannuation.

I would like to submit this Motion to the Assembly as cne which deserves

support since it seeks to rectify a situation which we feel needs rectifyinge

Yotion propogede

Mr, Kwayana: Mr. Speaker, I think the Motion will be supporteds It is an
improvement, & very marginal one, There are large numbers of people I believe
falling within the categories outlineds What I am concerned about is that a
distinction is made, at this last stage, after the end of the appointment, between
approved appointments and appointments not approvedes I feel this ie splitting
hairs, We can further improve the Motion by applying the same benefit to both
categorics.

The second point I wish to raise is the definition of "approved appointment',

I ask for some explanations Thers is probably some very good reason for ite

10
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I think in the General Orders an approved appointment is one approved by
Parliament, In this Motion the phrase is used in a different sense = "one
approved in that behalf by a Minister." I should like to ask what is the
practical distinction and which one is more liberal., Miinly my point is that
the Administration will have to go to some lengths to alert people who have
retired since 1982 of the benefit,

Secondly, there is this question of the distinction between those who,
maybe without even knowing it, have been holding "approved" or “non-epproved"
appointments. I don't know whether these things are known to workers in the
non=pensionable sections or whether they will just find themselves marginally

deprived at the end of a term of service by this definition.

11
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The Deputy Speakers Comrades and hon. Member. I will first put the

Amendment which has been circulateds I take it that you are gu fajt with the
wording of the Amendment and that there is no need for me to read it.

Amendment put, and negatived.

- - - ——

Motion, as_proposed, rut_and_sereed fg.

t d
Wetion serxisde PARLIAMEN'ARY RECESS

The Deputy Speaker: Comrades and hone Member, this brings us to the end of

what I would like to describe as a very orderly, disciplined and objective
afternoon. I want to personally thank you for your co~cperation and suppert
on the first occasion I have been given the opportunity and privilege to pre=
side as Speaker. Epy}gggg?

last year we amended our Standing Orders to provide for an anmal Parliae
mentary recess from the 10th August to the 10th Octobere This year is therefore
the second occasion in the history of our Parliament that the National Assembly
will be having a fixed period for a recess.

As this is the last Sitting before the recess commences, I wish to express
good wishes to all Members of the Assembly for a happy and fruitful recess. We
have done some business during the course of the year but there arec still a
number of matters outstanding - about a dozen Bills, about three dozen Motions
and about a similar number of Questions. It appears that we will be commencing an
proceeding after the recess with much business,

It is my hope that we will all revitalise ourselves to return after the
recess refreshed with renewed vigour to continue here our tasks as parliamenw
tarians and together as Members of the National Assembly,

I want to take this opportunity once again this Afternoon to thank you for
Your co-operations It was a pleasure for me to preside and I wish you a happy
recess.

The Prime Minister (Cde. Green): Cde. Speaker, I join with you in extending

good wishes to the Members of this Parliament. It will be a period of rest for
some of use Others have other duties, but really the intention is to give Members
of Parliament an opportunity to recap and to come back to this Parliament with
information in the interest of the public at large so that this Parliament can
serve the purpose for which it is intended,

I believe that we have had an interesting and busy period. Altogether I
think that this Parliament functions effectively. We had some problems, Life

itself can never be perfect. On this side of the Assembly we go into our
13
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Congress very shortlye I hope that when we resume in October we will not only
get through the business of this Assembly but we will serve the people of this
country in other fashionse, That depends on the level of co~operation we can
get and on the maturity that individual Members will bring to this honourable
Assembly,

On bebhalf of this side of the Assembly, Cde. Speaker, I, too, wish you and
your colleagues a pleasant and refreshing breake May I take this opportunity to
say it was a great pleasure to share the Parliament with you presiding. I noted
the observation that the meeting was orderly, but I could not help remembering
that when I was at school we had a senior master who, whenever the class got out
of order, identified me. I was always considered one of the disorderly students
and he brought us forward and said, "You take charge of the class™ and there was no
disorder. @u_g_k_iffrj I am not suggesting by any means that there is a parallel
to that story, but I believe that you conducted the sitting admirably, It
confirms the view we have always had that the Parliament has a good Speaker and
a competent Deputy Speaker, Epg}a_.ggaj

LDJOW

now:
Resolved,"That this Assembly de/adjourn to a date to be fixed."
he Minister of Regional Develomment o

Adjourned accordingly_at 15110 hrs.
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