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Wesdnesday 9 dpril 2003
PRAYERS

The Clerk readsthe Prayer
PRESENTATION OF PAPERSAND REPORTS ET CETERA
By The Speaker (Chamen of the Commitiee of Selection)

Minutes af the Proceedings of the 2nd Meeting of the Commifice
of Selection of the Second Session held on 4 April 2003

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Presentation and first Reading

By the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs on behali of the Minister of
Transport and Hydraulics

Demarara Harbour Bridge Corpovation Bill, 2003 - Bill No. 22003
PUBLIC BUSINESS
MOTION

MOTION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FOR 2003 (2003 BUDGET)

Assembly resumad the debate on the motion for the approval of the
Estimates of Expenditure for the Financial Year 2003,

The Speaker: The Hon Minister of Education

Hon Dr Henry B Jeffrey: Mr Speaker, | stand in support of Budgst
2003, However, before proceeding any further, | must welcome back
Honourable Member Mrs Holder and say 1o her that, optimist though |
am, I was almost driven to total despair, disenchantment and disiflusion-
ment by her presentation, both incontent and in style. Her efforts were
mtended - and with me i had some success - to raise visions of Arma-
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zeddon. Even the litt gesture of raising the tax threshold, coming from
one of the kindest of our colleagues, the Hon Minister of Finance, was
coupled to e new tax on telephione calls 1o demdnsirate extreme
serooge-like mtentions. But the Hon Minister is also a friend, and it 15
our duty to prevent him From falling into that abyss of gloom so ably
dubbed by the Honourable Member.

M Speaker, by increasing the tax threshold i these very hard buds-
etary tmes, my collaague, the Honourable Minster of Finance, was able
tey ke a clear statement of the Government's intention to stay within
the PPP/C's historical mandate to further the interest of the poor and
dispossessed. One may argue about whether the ingrease is sufficient,
and what can be done to make it larger, but the fact that, m these times,
he hazgghifted it at all is an indicgson that he and the Government foel that
more should be done for poor working people

Mr Speaker, since 1992 pur per capita income has doubled 1o
about $850. The real meome of those at work has increased signifi-
cantly. Inthe teactung profession, for example, average increases over
the period had been 350 perceat. The mimmum wage in the teaching
profession rose from $3,1001n 1992 1o 820,103 today. Listen to this, a
headmaster who was recelving 312,000 in 1992, gets 394 000 today,
fApplaese { Over the period the cost of living, if neea sured by the cumu-
lative inflation rate, has nisen to just about under 100 percent. There has
been significant improvermeni in the standard ofliving of those working in
leaching and the public service. But, Mr Speaker, while this is true,
Guyana remainz one of the pporest countries in the Region. Eight hun-
dred and Aty dollars ($850) pales in significance beside Trinidad and
Tobagoe's about §5,000 or Barbados's 8,000 to $10,000. Eight hun-
dred and fifty dollars ($850) simply cannot give our people the things
they need, much less the things they desire. The Honourable Mindster
has staved that the economy grew by 1 1 percent i 2002, and is ex-
pected to grow by 1.2 percent this vear When we consider all the
events oE 2002, it may well be conuidered semething of a miracte that
the economy grewat all. However, it doesnot take much to recognize,
ot mmuch insight wo see, that with these levels of growdh we s espost to
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remain poar for a very long time. Thesefore, the question that must be
uppermost in all our mindsis: What needs to be done to drive us toweard
a better coonomic perfarmance, and a8 a resull, a hapter standard of
i

-—

Mir Speaker, the Honourable Minister of Finance argued, and sinee
then many of us have cchoed him, thal political stability is s prerequisize
for economic development, and he properly lotates our cUrrent efi-
nomic difficulties inthe political conflicts that pervade our sociery. Butl
even moreomincusly he wrote, and Tquote;

[ndeed the success of the implementation of the 2003 Agenda is
predicated on returning the country to stability, and providing & favour-
ahle environment for growih

S0, notonly s the growihthe Budget projected too small, but even
this is predicated on our coming to grip with our political reality. There-
fiore, the rajor task for all ofus, the priority for all of us, is to make every
effort to do what we can to bring political stability to Guyana

Mr Speaker, those who believe that they can hpve an improved
standard of living in any other manner are blowing in the wind

Sure, everyane should pay their taxes, and, there are far too many
tax dodgers Sure, every effort should be made to make people teed that
what we have is equitably distributed. Sure, what we have should be
more effectively and efficiently utilized, but, Mr Speaker, at the end af
the dav we are all still talking about a more equitable and effectrve disti-
bution of poverty. The PPP/C has done much, but it falls far shon af
what Guyana offers, what we can do and what the peaple desire,

Turning to cducation, Mr Speaker, only those who do 1ot wish 10
see can deny that much work has been done and progress made
aducation detivery and putcomes over the past 12 years. Although there
is still musch to do in the provision of physical infrastructure, so many
schools have been built and repaired that our dettactors have now re-
sorted to contradictory responses, g b Mrs Holder Some say that too
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many resources have gone o building and others say the Govemment
is et doing sufficient 1o rebuild and repair schools, Further, it 1s just not
true (o sy that we have not been expending sizeable resources in areas
other that physical imfrastructure,

In 2002, over 300 teachers graduated from the Cyrii Porter Col-
lege of Education. Many seminars and upgrading workshops were held
throughout the country, old curniculs were reformed and new ones in-
troduced and every one of our interational programmes had important
quality elements. This work, of course, has brought improvements and
results. Forexample, CXC results have gradually inproved with Grades
110 IT passes increased from 47 5 percent in 1992 to 57 3 percent in
1547 when the system was reformed to make Grade IV a pass. Since
then passes have increased from 68 percent to 71| percent in 2002,
However, two points need to be made here,

Firstly, like most things, to 2 large extent education outcomes de-
pend upon resource ablity. Although Guyana spends just over 8 per-
cent of GDP an Education and, I dare say, that is perhaps, or indeed 1
can say with spme certainty, the largest conpribution in the Common-
wealth Caribbean. Given the size of our GDP, spending per child is still
comparatively small,

Secondly, it matters pot how much was achieved, there is still a
considerable task to do

Mr Speaker, too many of our pupils drop out of our schools 6o
early and remam il-prepared to face modem challenges. There are too
many unqualified and untraimed teachers in our clessrooms, and here |
agree with Honourable Mamber Melville, particutardy in the Hinterland
Indeed the loss of trained teachers remains a regional challenge. Fur-
ther, we still have to come to grigs with our testing and assessment sys-
tems, At almost every level our curricula are still not properly aligned o
moden requirernents, and though vastly improved, much work still needs
to be done to the physical infrastructure.
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Mir Speaker, we believe that in our times education policy must
secure equitable access to quality education for all. This requires that
we piy special attention L0 those who are tradilionaliy exchuded and
suffer diserimination, Education policy must also be geared towards
preparing our people for ifelong leaming Among other things, life-long
learring imvolyes providing varied offerings and opportunities to leamn. It
also means building bridges between such offerings that will help indi-
viduals to develop specific individua! projects in pursuit of their own
individual and professional goals. The achievernent of widespread fit-
eracy is central to this aim. Thatis why the 2003 to 2007 Strategic Plan
our Ministry has just completed has as one of its missions the modem-
ratson of education to chiranate iineracy.

Mr Speaker, given the racially diffracted nature of our society, our
culture, our political discourse and action, a central 1ask of our educa-
tion system must be to teach us 1o ereatively and beneficially use our
diversity. As access, of course, becomes more universal, vur school
population will become more diverse. If our education system merely
follows the normal course of offering homogeneous solution to dissimilar
realities, many students will feel that school does not respond to their
specific needs and will turn away from school feeling marginalized and
exciuded. And that is why | agree with the Honourable Member Mrs
Mieville, that we need to take on board indigenous languages, (o locakize
the education process, aithough | am not certain | will go as far asto say
that we shouid make English & second language in those areas

Education can help to heal our social problems if it respects and
valiyes our diversity as a means of enriching the learning process, For
lifelong learning, we must foster systems that are open, flexible aad re-
sponsive to the needs of varying communities, What this meansis thal
schools must not he closed mstitutions, they must be connected not only
t0 their own eommunities, but also to the wider world by building par-
tigipatory and democratic networks

iir Speaker, the third of the three missions of the strategic plan ista
davelop this kind af unity in diversity. The plan was developed after
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months of participatory activibes in every Region of Guyana. The sirai-
egies contained n the plan are grouped under six major areas of con-
cem,

| Quality lsues such as those providing for improvements in earky
childhood education, curncula and standards of inputs,
processes and outcomes.

2. Equity issues dealing with achieving universal secondary
education, improving (e access and quality of education of the
Regions and mainstreaming persons with special neads,

3. Issues deafing wath our diversity and community participation.

4. Human resource development as it affects the teaching,
managenal and community stakehelders,

. Management 1ssues which emphasize issues for decentralization
and improving institutional capacities at every level.

6. And those issues which deal with gur acquiring greater
community, morek and financial support,

We have teken initiatives in many of thesa areas in 2002 but 1 will
focus only upon g few

A central feature of the plan that took root in 2002 and which will
blossom in this and the coming year is our effort to decentralize the edu-
catiom systermn, This process requires, not only that we make real budg-
etary dinson of educabon between the centre and the Remons, but that
we deepeniocal conirol by giving the schools back to their communities
Orver the last year we sought to promote comminity participation
school| government by requiring all schools to establish some kind of
participatory mechanism. We now reguire that all fund-raising activities
be the responsthility of such & mechanism. We have called on the School
Board Secretariat, the Remional Education and other suthorites to facli-
tate the traming of such groups This yesr we will legally expand the

b8



Wednpsday # April 2603
esteblishment of school boards and provide them with the granis usuaily
grven to the mdividual schools. We have been anempting to convince
our senior teachers to participate in 2 school management course we
now deliver by Distance Education. The i¢eais to make this diploma g
necessary qulification fr those moving imto senior positions in the school
system. s our comviction that, i we are to desive more value from the
resources we expend, school management must be radecally improved,

Mr Speaker, the Ministry has recently negotiated a basic education
management and support arrangement with the Inter- American Devel-
opment Bank, whichis intended to seriously tackle the problem of ilhs-
eracy, and functional literacy, The programme, of course, is rooted in
our strategic plan which, in #self, is related to our National Development
Strategy BEAMS 152 USE55M Progect wath three important compao-
MEALS

1. School performance,
2, Organizational and human respurces and
3. Infrastructure development

This programme is expected 1o be completed in bwo phases. The
school performance component, which will cost GE2B, will lay the foun-
dation for early mastery of Treracy and mumeracy skills. Itis within this
component that we have developed benchmark assessments for Levels
Twa, Fourand So, whichwill aiso be temporarily used as replacement
for the SSEE. It s also with this componens that we will introduce inter-
active racso for the teaching of Mathematics. By the end of the firsi
Phase some 4,000 teachers, 100,004 children, and many community
and other perticipants will be benefitting from this school improvement
component.

Mr Speaker, effective teaching and teachers are essental to effec-
tive education delivery. The Ministry has raditionally recogrized the
need to consstently upgrade teaching skalls. However, if our intention kg
10 develop and further decentralize a flexible educarion system that rec-
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ognizes and facilitates the development of diversity in community and
personal needs, teachers will need to hecome more autonomous Agents.
The traditional role of teachers who are essentially executors wio trans-
mit knowledize, emphasizes the memonzation of content and have little
or ner say sn curnicula design and development. This will have to change
Our attempt to involve as many persons as possible in the development
of a strategic plan, to increase local autonomy at the tevel of the school
and to involhve the Teachers Unionin most of our important discourses,
indicates our wilingness to wark towards making teachers change-goents.
Yet, it would be foolhardy ot to recopnize tha: there are conflicting
visions ofthe role and place of teachers that mitigate agaimst any attempt
to instill in thesn a new enthusiasm to confrunt the challenges of educa-
ticen within the social, polifical and economic context. The constraining
factors inglude our own poor condition, the widespread demand for
teachers and the belief - wrongly s it may be in some quarters - that
teachers are relatively badly-off when compared to other public serv-
ants. What is necessary is for us to collectively develop a realistic view
of our condition and devise policies that can gradually improve them,
The traditional road toindustrial relations, which attempts to use loca-
tion and propaganda to fores change, simply will not work. Except for
the salaries for those at the lowest level, an anomaly caused by the
Armstrong Award, which the Government has been addressing, teach-
ers are not comparatively badly off when compared with other public
employees. In 1994, teachers received 100 percent increase in silaries
50 that everiwith the large Armstrong Asward their position remains com-
petitive, A trained teacher with only twe years post CXC waming eams
$38.400 per month, an untrained teacher (untrained in teaching) who s
a graduate earns $53,325 per month while a trained graduate earns
5§50 325 a month. On the gther hand a graduate entering the public
service only earns about $35,000 per month.  Our Ministry should
propose to the Urion that we should work over some specific timeframe
1 bring the salaries of teachers within 80 percent of comparalive posi-
fions in the Private Sector. We believe that this is fair

Mr Speaker, to be successful in modem (mes, every country must
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develop and sustaina cadre of skilked engineers and technical personned.
This effort takes place at various levels in the education system and has
now developed inte a new intiative in the Mimstry of Education, This
initiative will evenrually provide all secondary school students with the
opportunity to pursue 2 technically-orentzted programme. The Bagic
Competency Certificate programme will allow access to employment
and serve as an entry requirement for apprenticeship trming, and to the
CXC and post secondary instinutions, The course replaces the Second-
arv School Proficiency Examination that has lost credibility and was aban-
doned in 2001, [t has a duration of one year and will be taken at Grade
Ten, [t was developed after months of study by those in the technical
and vocational sector. Greater public participation inits further devel-
opment is ongoing. More specifically, the programme aims to provide,
(a) an opportumty for secondary school studenss to develop
technical competencies and functional Fteracy and numeracy by
Grade Ten,

{12} equip students with life citizenship and vocational skillsto
support national development,

The Speaker: Time, Honowrable Member

Hon Mr Reepu Daman Persaud: Mr Speaker, | move that the Hon-
ourable Member be given ten mimutes to conchide his speech,

Put and agreed to.
The Speaker: Thank you. You may proceed.
Hon Dr Henry Jeffrey: Thank you, Mr Speaker

{c}  expose studentsto a modularized education path that empha-
sizes supervised work expericnce,

(d)  develop e potential m good occupational and environmental
beaalth and safety and
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¢} instill prohlem soiving and creative thinking skills through project
work

Mr Speaker. aur efibrts to improve the education systin are pariicipa-
ory and on-going. As 1 said carlier, the major challenige acing our country
is that of politica? stability, and theimmediate task is to find modalitics to
solve thiz problem, But, if our couriry is o wiiltize its nch diversity fo
dramatically improve our fife opportunitics. we will need, not simply 1o
impiove the delivery of education, bul also to build a citizen who can
creatively transform that education, that knowledge, to build a citizen
who I8 qutonomous, pro-active. imaginative and innovative, to build a
citizen who has a keen understanding, appreciation and respect for other
peaple and their culture. Mr Speaker, such an educational agenda is
clearty not the only respansibility of the formal education system.

1 thank you. {Applanse
The Spesker: Thank you Honourable Member,
Honourable Minister of Culture, Youthand Sport

Hon Miss Gail Teizeirn: Mr Speaker, 1 rise to support the Budget of
2003, and 10 point oul that the theme chosen by my colleague Minister,
Confronting the Challenges: Siaying on Cowrse for a Prospercs
Guveora, is an extremely appropriate theme, particularly at this fime in
003 when we book at the developments at the glabal, regional and
national levels. It is brportant for us, | believe, in this House to recognize
that one of the major issues confronting the world taday 1s the issue of
governance. And while we think wemay be the creators of this ferm. ir
fact, the global politics of today hasto do with governanceissues. sa
unilateralisrm or multilateralism? 1s it a world in which will be detecriined
who will be gaverning whom, for whom, by whom and at what levels?
Because when we Jook at global politics today, and the whole thrust of
globalization and its impact on poot and developing countries - bath
negative and positive - we also see emerging a new dynamecs at the
global leval, with multilateral apencies sich as the World Trade Organi-

& 13



Wudpesdapy 9 Apeid J003

zation and developing countries, where they are questioning whe makes
the decisions on behalf of poor and developing countries.

We are also seeing it in the Uniied Nations and we will pay the
consequences of the developments that will avise out of the war in Iraq
for many years to come! And certaindy, as Mrs Holder pointed out, and
the words that both herself and Mr Ravindra Dev used - the paradigm
shifis - there are major paradigm shifis in the world, and Guyana is not
left out of these major issues and challenges confronting all ofus. And
what do wemean by governance? Thebudget that is presented to us, in
mv opinion, is a reflection of the upholding of our Constitution on
inclusivity and shared governance in a very dynamic way. Ibelieve that
this Houseis going through amazing changes. Tt isunfortunate that those
on the other side do not acknowledge this, except, I thank and recog-
nize the involvement of GAP/WPA, and Mr Ravindra Dev who was
here yesterday. This is an exciting time for politics and for the issues of
governance, because this is the entity that will deal with the evolution of
the modern Guvanese state, a democratic siate. And for thase who may
not understand what we are talking about when we say a State, we are
talking about the executive arm made up of the Cabinet, the legislative
arm such as here, the judiciary, such as law and order, and the economic
arms. These entities all come together and create what is a State. And
ifwe look back at our experience as a Nation and we leave oul the pre-
1966 (before independence) struggles in Guyana to createa Constitu-
tion prior to 1966 and post 1966, what we had was, in fact, a Constitu-
tion whichimbedded and allowed a State and Government to run rough-
shod over people for 28 years - the paramountcy of the party that we
existed under was actually embedded, And therefore the artempts at
creating Comstitution{s} had been fraught (in this country) with many
contradictions. But actually it was not ungl 1995/1996, when a whoie
new period of consultation for constitution refor: began, that we saw a
rajor chamge from 1966 to 1995/1596. Because we had, in 1970, the
Republic being formed, and, whilst we celebrate the anmiversary, ask
nine out of ten Guyanese what Republic status means. How many of
thern really understand what republic status means? The 1980 Consti-
tution was passed after a referendum which was boyeotted by all the
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then Qpposition and Democratic forces. Imperial powers which were
given to the President were imposed upon the people. Those imperial
powers were removed by this Government. This saw the avolutionofa
modern state inour context And inany part of the world we have to
lnok at how it is defined and for whom it should be defined, Also we
need 1o look at some of the experiences of the other countries.

I have listened to Hongurable Member Mrs Holder and heard some
of the same cynicism and skepticisim that have been brought to this House
before. But, | think one of the problems with us as Guyanese is that we
refise 1o have a historical context, We want to pretend that before
1992 nothing happened - we have a political amnesia - we do not want
to deal with what happened. And, therefore, we lose our contexi all the
time. When we look at Commonwealth countries and their own evolu-
tion, their Parliaments, their democracies, in the same document that the
Parfiament here, and [ thank the Speaker and the Clerk for sharing with
us these wonderful magazines that come from the Commonmwealth Par-
liamentary Association, Australia and other places; because that is where
you hegin to get a sense of what are the changes taking place in the
evotution of a modern siate inthe world, Australia has been strug@fing
with it for 100 vears and vet, when we look at the system of Committess
in Australia, these started evolving in 1979/1980. Their system of com-
mittees w what we are pow struggling to cometo grips with. The United
Kingdom has been struggling with democracy, (its evolution and esiad-
lishment} over 300 years, and, in fact, the igsue of ¢itizens and what
were (heir roles go back 10 1066 A D, so the British have had a long
tradition ofthis. The United States has been struggling with their defini-
tion of democracy in 8 modem state for 300 years, Canada Tor over 100
vears. In 1997 the British Partiament améended the Code of Conduct
and Guidelines for Pariamentarians, moving from the older versions of
the Code of Conduct established inthe 19608 - guidelines of what were
expevted of Parlizmentarians and what were expecied of Ministers. The
Comexties System that has been set up in Britain has gone theough ma-
jor changes in the last 30 to 50 years And, therefore, Guyana s pan of
shat dynamic change that is taking place. And why are we taking part in
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117 Becanse, in fact, it is only with the opening of democracy in this
country, in 1992, with the first free and fair elections, that this country
had the first opportunity, in 28 years, to be able to move forward and
start charting 8 course, in terms of economic development, in the contaxt
of'a modern State. This year will be our 37 year as an independent
Mation.

The Constitution Refarm Process that the PNC staned in 1980
was designed to deal with the exigencies of the State under the PNC.
And it was to create an executive administrative dictatorship with con-
stituticnal enshrinement. The Human Rights Directives were, in fact, not
rights in the Constitution. We have not got the amendments passed in
(his House and we hope that the Religious leaders who have concems
ahout cur buman rights will re-think their positions on that ¢ritical part of
our Constitution, the Human Rights Section, which is now enshrined in
our Constitution that we can maove forward to set up the Human Rights
Comeission and all the other Commissions which are now styméed by
what are civil society’s concemns. The process that was started in 1995/
1996 for constitutional reform, created volumes of notes on discussions
held throughout this country, There is no other country in CARICOM
that has gone through this process of consulistion and invobvernent of
people m the community levels, in terms of what the Constitution means,
Whether it was fiying info Lethem or Kamarang, whether gomg to Linden,
whether 10 ar 100 people turned up, this isunprecedented in this part of
the world, Infact, 1 dare say that many of the Constitutions that were
designed inthe UK, the original constitutions, had no such involvement.
But the 1997 Elections imposed a new imperative on the country and on
the Government and while it isimportant that we continue in the process
of constitutional evelution, in theory and principle, consifutions are not
instruments to sign development but are instruments to serve the state
and citizens of a nation, to develop a Nation, and te allow for the proc-
ess nf changing it constantly asthe needs change. We must put on recond
that, in the 28 vears of the PNC rule, that this was not 50, and that 15 one
of the reasons why | stand here today to reise old matters. AsTlook ar
relevision the media in this country, 1 get concerned as if the hstory of
this country began in 1992, And whilst one mus: not dwell in the past,
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the historians always say that - ifvou forget history yvou will be forced to
repeat it - and repeal 1tin worse forms than the original way in which it

expressed rself

The inclusiens in this Constitution gnd the amendments are pro-
gressive, and dare 1 say, quite radical, because there are many parts of
the Commonwealth where such inclusions are not present, even today.
The accommodation of the Opposition and chvil soelety s unlike any
other CARICOM country and even, as I said, in some of the Common-
wealth democracies. Not only do we have the appointment of the serv-
ice commissions taking place through the Constitutian and through the
Partiament, but also the appointment committees (the appointment of
key stakeholders and pubhc officials). They are the Auditor General, the
Chancellor, the Commissioner of Police; all of which go through a proc-
es8 of consultation and, therefore, we have removed some of the discro-
tionary powers of the President and of other Cabinet representatives,
As | said, the Committes System that we are now playing with is rela-
tively new, and if you look at the Commonwealth Parliamentary Asso-
ciation’s (CPA) Report on the resurgence of democracy, it points out
thai the role of the Parfiamentary Committees is a relatively new thing in
terms of the way i which it is tnl::mg place new - Sectoral Commitiees,
Public Accounts Commitiess - n soime countnies they are new actually,
n terms of Procerement Commission, which is the direction mwhich we
are heading, And so one ofthe points made in the document shows that
these are dynamic changes, and Guyana is in sync; Guyana is correctly
on course in terms of these changes.

We have to recogrize oo, that Guyana has made guanium leaps in
thelast ten vears, Since 1997 tins country has been under stress at the
palitical level, especially from the People’s National CongressReform,
which has imposed a timeframe and dictates the process of constitution
making and the ¢volation of a modemn political state in Guyena Theeis
anew leader of the PNO/R, who unforunately, is pot here in Pasliament;
burlet us seeif, n fact, the PNC/TR s a5 new a8 i1s new leader. Because,
wiat is reguired for this country, is to allow the process of consultation
a all lewels in the evolution of a modern Guyanese State, whether we ars
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looking at the economy, whether we are looking at the justice svalem,
whether we are looking at Padiament; or whether we are looking at the
executive, thereis need for responsible behaviour By ali congerned, and
o desire that reaches above cur own particularistic interests. And so,
whet you read the Code of Conduct of the British Parliament, there 152
very interesting comment it makes that overriding one’s own partisan
views is 4 concern of a member of Pariament to put the country and the
Mation first. | want to use some examples here because T think one of
the isues we need to recognize, and of which there is muech being said in
the press, but on which there is not enough research, and | call on the
media here and outside. to do better homework, to do better investiga-
tive journalism, especially when they are dealing with matters of politics
and economics. 1 want to share the example of one of the Regions of
Australia which faces & similar problem like ws, One of the Legislative
assemblies has only 57 members and, when they exclude 11 Ministers,
the Speaker and the Leader of the Opposition they are down to 44, And
50, creatively, not 1o put the great burden on 44 members to manage all
these committees in 2001, they changed their commstes system to allow
for a reduced number of parliamentary committees, and a greater defini-
tion of the mumbers. This is what T am trying to refer to when [ say that,
when one is under political stress, one does not, as a country and its
people, find all the creative and innovative answers (o suit one’s condi-
tion. 1t isunfortunate that the evolution of the modern state in Guyana is
driven by political agerdas, external to Parliament, which dictate its cvo-
lution in ways which may, 20 to 30 years from now, be criticized by
politicians, political scientisis and historians because we did not use thes
golden opportunity to be as mpovative aswe could have been. But, és
I said, the imperative that is placed is not the best and the healthiest
environment for the creation of the Parfiament to suit the needs of 8
modern Guyanese state, The issue of governance therefore is crtical,
How do we govern and for whoem do we govern? How do we balance
the forces? How do we have checks and balances? How does one
allow 3 government which s duly and democratically elected by the pec-
ple to govern? How do we define the role of the Opposition? How
does one allow for space for the civil society? Tlus has ali been gdne
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through by the consttut:onal reform process i Guvana, All of'us should
be proud of that and all o us must now conirbute towards putting what
your call flesh on the bones, because many of the areas are new and
urknown, as when you press info your computer and you come up with
a new website it tells you - unknown zone. We are, in some cases, in an
unknown zone. How does the Budget relate to the issue of governance?
The budget i a crincal part of govemance of any state, any government.
[t is ngd just about dollars and cents. A budgzed records the bill of health
of our economy. And the bill of health of this economy, &s reflected on
Pages 4 and 5 of the Budget speech by Minister Kowlessar, points out
that the economy of the majerity of countries in Latin America con-
wacted by more than 10 percent Tt is only Guyana, Belize and Trinidad
and Tobago that were spared the reflection of what happened to other
couniries such as Barbados and the Bahamas, who normaliy had better
bills of health than oursetves, And certainly Dominica was in such crisis
that CARICOM had to come up with a regicnal stabilization fund to
rescue that sister nation. The ILO Report on Page 5 points out that the
global slowdown has elso led 1o worldwide unemplayment reaching new
heights, and that, in fact, in Latin America and the Caribbean which were
hardest hat in the world, the record for joblessness rose by 10 percen:,
These are the real challenges of developing countries, and these are the
concerns which we try to grapple wath ir cur Budget - the evailability of
scarce resources and its effective and efficient utilization on behalf of the
people - o try to improve the guality of life and the facilitation of a
modern process in our economy and in our social system, 1o fit the chal-
lenges at the giobal, regional and national levels. The fact that Guyana,
as potnied out by Minister Kowlessar, did well in comparnson to others
in the Regron, is a reflection of governance and of tight fiscal manage-
ment, under extreme pressures - not only at the intemational levels where
a8 lot of world prices were dropping, but also at the political level, by
polrtical activities, crime and social mstebility. The fact that, despite all
thas, the majority of capital works in this Budget were completed, is also
an example of good governance on the part of the PPPIC. The devel-
opments at the global level will place developing countries at an even
greater disadvantage than normal We gre in an economic recession on
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a ghobal level, and the war in fraq will not help. The fact that Dr Chedds
Tagan came up with the proposal of s New Global Human Ovder which
was presented after his death at the United Mations (eneral Assembly
floor is an impontant innovation from a Statesmar, a Visionary, from a
poor, small country like Guyana, which tries for more equitable trade
relations between the north and the south and developing countries. That
challenge is greater today for developing countries than probably at amy
fime before in modem history. The CARICOM proposal and attempts
to create the CARICOM Single Market and Economy refes to attermpts
al regional integration in order to survive; because each of the smll
countries on their own over the next § to10 years will face alarmingly
amazing challenges - their sconomies are small and fragile, and so are
ours, and 50 is the tssue of regional integration and the 1ssue of develop-
ing human resource skills that will be able to face the demands of glo-
halization In fact CARICOM studics have shown that in relation to the
youth population in the CARICOM Region, between the iges af 15 and
29 pver the ext § to 10 vears, this parucular segment of population in
the region will face tremendous distocations based on the needs for new
training, new types of skills being created, and new types of jobs being
created Therefore, if these projections are right, then the thrust of all
countries, inchuding Guyana, is o beable to try creatively, with limited
resources and limited peopte, becanse my dear colleague next 10 me
here, Dr Jefery, talked about how many teachers we trained, bul the
brain drain has considerahle negative impact on t his resource. You have
people who come down here and encourage people Lo leave this coun-
try { 300 nurses ieaving this country}, so miuch so that in some of these
same magazings you will find the issue of the brain drain in the Common-
wealth. As a result of the migration of our limited skills, we nieed 1o look
at sotne form of mechanism to be able 1o save ourselves from dire pov-
erty and the lack of skills base to move forward and modermize our
Nation. 5o this is not a problem peculiar to Guyana. 3t is a major
challenype and problem affecting all developing countries, especially where
in most developing countries government spends a large sum of money
on training people, unlike in the North where if you want to be tramed,
you have to find vour own money Or you get & seholarship - there is no
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free lusch in the North - efther you find your way or vou don't find your
wary at all,

And so we have to look at the other areas of challenges for our
courntries ai the global level. One of the most dangerous challenges we
face is the combination of poverty and crime and the penetranion of our
region and Guyana by the narco-industry This is probably the greatest
and most lethal threat 10 democracy in the anglophone Caribbean. Itis
the greatest challenge of cur State to have asy ability to have social
stability. And, of course, as pointed out, without social stability ome
cannot have a rapid movement forward in terms of economic develop-
ment, The ncrease in violence In the world. .. and of course even so
today, we can lurn on our televisions now and see & war going on from
the coziness of our lving rooms, We can look at the sanitization of war
to such an exten: that when a B52 bomb is dropped on a housing com-
plex it is as if we are lpoking at Rambo, Sylvester Stallone, being able o
manage the world and win (not our local Rambo, of course). Why then
are we surprised that our children and our people see violence a5 an
casy answer, as 2 ready answer? Violence and youth have become a
global phenomenon taking up great concerns in the World Health Or-
ganization and n the differem bodies ofthe United Nations, asto whatis
really going onin the world in terms of the combinatian of viglence, and
especially with young people. 1tis demanding creative and new forms of
sociological research 10 try 1o really find, not what the variahles ase, b
how the variables interact, and why in ore country it 1s worse than an-
other Jamaica has been battling violence, gangs and youth for thiee
decades now. And it has now spread - and 1 am not blaming the Jama-
cans for this - to Triradad and Tobago where kidnapping is a regular
feature, Barbados, and now Guvana in the last year,

More countries have been forced to place scarce resources into
reinforcing kaw and ander to have more arms and e.:p.n'prrae:m 1R order fo
protect themselves agamst the Mafia, 1o pmif:«.."'r thelr cifizens agunst a
weed] equppui sophisticated system efviolence in thelr societies, Obvi-
oussly this will demand additional equwpment and skills, not only in the
area of law and order - the legrsiators, the Judges, the magistrates, the
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prosecutors - but they are also demanding new skills in the area of morii-
taring - monitorng custormns, inland revenue and banks I order 1o seek
pu fnoney laundering activities.

Guyana has continued to place emphasis on youth development in
this Budget, despite what is going on politicaily and socially in this cous-
try, by continuiing to invest funds into education, health, housing, water,
transportation, roads, and so on. In fact, if we look at the investment in
young people, persons under the age of 25, it isapproximately $208 of
the Guyana Budget that is imvested in the youth and the younger popula-
tion in this country.

I welook at Health, Education, Housing and Water these are ma-
jor inputs. T want 10 add to my colleague Minister Baksh. . The housing
programme that Guyana has canmot be found inany CARICOM coun-
trv except here. fApplause] It is a major sacrifice in terms of fiscal
arrangements. It is & major usage of funds to create housing, shelter tor
our people and to try 1o break down shums and ghettos where they have
emerged. The regularization of the slum programme that was staried
with Dr Jeffery and Minister Indranie Chandarpal has continued under
Mr Shaik Baksh, although many of the multilateral agencies which deal
with us on money and loans and grams would somelime say... and it was
championed and lobbied for a long time, and we won the battle because
we are gerting support sow for our housing programme through loans,
but for the first eight vears this was not thought of by the intemational
fanding agencies asa correct jnvestmen. Therefore, Guyana’s abibity to
lobty on behalf of the people and to imprave the quality of life is as
important s the dollars, because it takes a cenain level of political lead-
ership nd guts and knowledge 10 be able to bargain with the IMF, IDB
and World Bank 1o try and get some space in your budgetary amange-
ments to allow for these investments in human resources in which the
payback is not immediate; the payback could be five or ten years time,

The fict is that 27 percent of the Mational Budget is in Health and
Education, and the figures are here in the book if anybody wishes Lo

Yook st them and do rescarch. The Government of Guyana has made

(E



iWeampaday 9 gprll 20T

chowces, and thai 15 what governments are expecied to do, to make
judgment calls, and to govern on behalfofthe people. And someofthe
choaces from time to time may not be popular

Dhoes one put money inte buying brand new equipment for elacinic-
iy, which wiil take bilhoms of dolkars out of your Budget and therefors
cuit back on your Health programme, your Education programme, your
Water programme and your Housing programme? Do you cut back in
those areas in order, or do you try 10 balance as much as vou can and to
be able to put funds in constantly, annually, into machinery to try 1o main-
tain them, and buy slowly and incrementally additional equipment. Ttis
easy 1o say that the equipment needs 1o be replaced, It is hard to make
the choice of where does that dollar come from.

And we have to admit, and this is not an excuse because econo-
mists recoghize this, an economist of any worth, that when we look af
what wasnot dong by the PNC. In 1983 the PNC knew as g govern-
ment that bawdte was going downhill, and that is wivy this current Mings-
try of Health went m to bail out McKenzie Hospital, the schools and so
onn order to bolster the Town, Bawxite has been going downhill for 20
Years.

1. Because of markets; and
2. because of many issues to do with investments and expansion.

But, this Government has put aver LTS5 100M into bawmatle over
the lagt 8 1o 10 years There are those in our country who would ask if
that money was appropriately used? Was that money correctly used?
Couldn't it have gone somewhere else]

We also have to recognize the debt burden that we mhenited, which
has been reduced conszstenily, but nevertheless is an onerous one, even
though it has been reduced

To speak about places ke Linden, which is a company town going
throush major changes which are very hard on people, we have to kaak
6/23
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at other pountries where this has taken place. But let us speak about full
disclosure in relation to Linden and bauxite. Let usspeak about disclo-
sure by all, the Governmert of that day #nd the Opposition, about the
acquisition of thousands of acres of land in Region 10by PNC leaders,
by Ministers of the day and in what way was that land used to help to
provide the diversification of the economy and to be able to provide
jobs for many Lindeners? It is time to have full dischosure in this country.
[tistime, But the full disclosure must be not only for now, but for the
past

Wi were confronted with a siation like the Truth Commission that
South Africa did, And there is the debate still among many Common-
wealth countries, whether Truth Commissions - the road that South Af-
rica chase when it was dismantling apartheid - or the road we chose,
which wasnot to deal with the past but to go forward - which was right
and auited the context and which was the correct decision at the time!

The Speaker: Time, Honourable Member.

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud: T wish to move, Mr Speaker, that the
Honourable Member be given 15 mimptes to continue her speech.

Put and agreed to.
The Speaker: You may proceed, Honourabte Member.

Hon Miss Gail Teixeira: Thank vou, Mr Speaker and Honourable
Member, Mr Reepu Daman Persaud

O the issue of full dizclosure, the example 1 will give is of Dr
Cheddi Jagan: when he was President he set up & Special Task Force,
around 1995, with the Trade Unions, with the Private Sector, and with
professionals such as Dr Clive Thomas and vthers, to find money in e
Budgget to increase salariss, because people did not believe - there was
a lack of confidence - that the Government was telling the truth, that
there wasn't money 1o increase salaries more than what percentage could
be given in the 1995 period. And so the books were opened, the rony
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of it all 15 that there was not any large increase that could have been
provided, because the books did not allow for an increase. The money
that was availahle based on vour revenue collection, your taxation sys-
tem did not allow for that,

The modemization of our society requires, 4 I pointed out, 2 med-
ermized State, a modemnized economy and modem attitudes. Modern
attitudes that not only deal with citizens® rglts, but also citizens” respon-
sibilities; that deal wath law and order as a basic and fundamental re-
quirement for social stability- yes, many attitudes have fo be dealt with,
As my collzague Dr Jeffery pointed out, it is not just the responsibility of
the Ministry of Education to bring up children and to educate children.
Families have responsibilities, communities have resporsibilities and re-
ligious leaders have responsibilities. One of the major issues to do with
modern attitudes is one in which we deal with education a3 2 weaning
process, weaning us from some of the bad habits

When we deal with youth we go into many communities where
young people say there are no jobs. There is a problem in unemploy-
ment, But, it is also true in certain communities that there are young,
healthy, strong men who are wearing diamonds in their ears, big gold
pendants with the eagles or whatever else and wristbands of gold and
they say they have no work, When one says, why don’t you pawn or
sell this, buy some equiprment, £0Me 10 & traifling PrOETamme S0 You can
learn a trade and be able to put yourself on the ground, they say, no, no,
no, the Government is supposed to give me a job. .. So we have to
change; we have to break the syndrome of dependency which has been
part of the pelitical control from 1968 to 1992 and to cultivate a more

healthy artimde to developmest.

Iy hiinister Kowlessar's dosument be also refers (o opening & new
market - Brazil In fact, the call of Guyana is to go south, m search of
sew markets for trade and other engagements and this is what it will be
becase we need to open new vistas for our country,

Guyans, like so many small developing countries does not have the
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same chivices that, say, countries like Ching and the United States have
Yet, every day we look at television and our people are given a diet of
American taste and culture and it develops into desires to acquire those
too. The challenges of the Caribbean Region are extremely difficult,
especially for the small islands, and our Regon is becoming more and
maore volatile at the political, economic and social levels. There are
propections that the trends and patterns abroad in the Region wall lead 1o
the type of eruptions that one saw in the 19305 in this Region. Con-
Jfromiing the Challernges: Siaying on Course, 15 2 serious proposition,
There 15 no contribution in the press or in (s House that has provided
real alternatives to what the Government has reported on, and on what
the Gavernment has proposzed as i1s famework. The Budget in itself
cannot resofve the social variables; it can assist in reducing some of the
concerns, but the resolution of the political cimate is the determining
factor, and this cannot be done by threats and violence, but by utilizing
the forams ther the democracy provides to ventilate these concemns and
to seek redress where feasible. As my colleague on the other side, Mrs
Sheila Holder said, the Government has the responsibility and the
grearer burden io resolve the overwhelming issues thal we confront
Burt I say this, that the people voted at Elections in 2001, some voted for
the Government and others voted for the Opposition Parties and they
pui the onus on the representatives in Parliament to represent thesr 13-
sues. It behoovesus all, as Members of Parliament, to rationally repre-
sent these issues in the normal parameters that are provided by the Par-
liament, Infact, the demands of modern Parliament will place greater
resporsihelity on those who seek political or pubhe office. Again, when
vou look at these documents circulated tous from the Commaonwealth.
it is now recogmzed that one will have to have more training programmes
for parliamentanans o deal with all the demands thet pariiament wall put
on the opposition and the government. In fact they are even looking at
what will happen when we have virual parlisments, so we do not aciu-
ally have to come and see each other. We will do this by virmal reality
Thope | am not in parliament at that time, It is hard encugh talking o
empty benches so 1 really do not know ' T would like to talk info a

comImter
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Therefore, the whole Theme of the Budget, Staying on Cowrse
What 18 the course we want to stay on? It is the evolution of a modern
Guyanese society. How do we do that? By fiscal management: by gov-
ernance at the political, economic, constitutional and other levels, [tisa
major task and a quantum leap that Guyana has been making over the
ten yvears in which we have been stymied by the machinations of the
Opposition and sections of the Opposition, and those who willingly and
kncrwmgly misinform the Guyanese public on what is really at stake here.
We will have tremendous challenges to resobve many of our problems.
And if there is any Member of Parliamesnt currently i or outside of the
House, not here today, who has imaginative and creative ways in which,
in the global context we are today, and the economic context we arein
today, and who can rewrite the Budge: of Mr Kowlessar, we will be
mterested to see it. Glib talk is not going to give us answers to providing
water, housing, health, education and jobs for our people - we have 1o
MANAgE.

So in conclusion, Mr Speaker, the Government of Guyans will con-
tinuse to steer this ship, this ship I call Guyana, on this course, despite the
storms and the hurricanes that may buffet or batter it The Government
of Guyana, as headed by the PPPIC, will carry gut its mandate to im-
prove the quality of life for our people; to create amodem state economy
and Mation in this Region. Budget 2003 iz one more step in all the
various stages in facilitating this evolutionary process.

[ thank yvou. JAppleuse/
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.

Honourable Minister in the Ministry of Human Services and Social Se-
curty.

Hon Miss Bibi Shadick: If'it pleases you, Mr Speaker, as 1 nse to
supporn the Budget for 2003, | would like to recognize and applaud the
positive outlogk and bravery of the Honourable Finance Minister, the
Director of Budget and their tachnical team for having the courage fo
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craft a budget for a poor country ike Cruyana in these vesy difficult times,
Mr Speaker, in a country whare criminal activity and violence against
INNOCent civilians seems 1o be the order of the day in the contexd of the
stated abjective of the main opposition, to make the country ungovern-
able and in & global environment of economic uncertainty due to war,
threats of war, and demonstrations against war, budget preparation hag
to be one of the most daunting and difficult tasks for any Finance Minis-
ter in any developing country like ours, Yet, our own Minister, the Hon
Saisnarine Kowlessar and his team have managed to project a realistic
plan which caters foor positive growth for the third successive year, cou-
pled with low inflation and relatively stable exchange rates, I think that
congratulations arein ordar,

Mr Speaker, for the second successive vear duning a budget de-
bate, the chairs on the opposite side of the House remain empty. 1
cannot help but agree with Adam Sinclarr who wrote a letterto the Edi-
tor of the Daily Chronicle of Tuesday 1 Aprif of this year, in which he
said, and I quote:

The PNC/R, having lost their debating skills and can only induligein
monologues at their dull press conferences, find themselves unable to
indulge in the cut and thrust of Pariamenzary debate, and thus are more
comforiable cutside than in

So, Mr Speaker, once again, for the second successive year, forty-
two percent of the people of this country have no one to represent their
views on this most imporiant document, which represents the Govern-
ment’s financial plan for 2003 1 can only say to that 42 percent of the
population that, notwithstanding the fact that their elected representa-
tives have ebdicated thewr responsibility to their constituents, this caring
and responsible People Progressive Party/Civic Government has, since
1992 governed, and will continue to govern in 2003 and bevond, for
the benefit of all the people of Guyana. And 1 also urge that 42 percent
of our populace to exercise their choice more wisely the next time thesy
harve 1o mark: their baliot
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Mr Speaker, one of the hallmarks of this Government 1s its recog-
nitien that Cuvana is not Georgetown or Region 4, and henece, it has
used whatever resources are avalable, limited as these are, to improve
infrastructure and standard of living throughout the 216,000 square
kilometers of this country. And you have heard from my colleague Min-
isters Nokta, Ramsammy, Rodrigues, Jeffrey and Baksh, as well as the
Members of Parliament from the various Regions about these testimo-
nies to gur commitment 1o the well-being of Guyanese regardless of
race, religion, culture or political persuasion.

Mr Speaker, I do not wash to repeat what my colleagues have al-
ready seid dunng this debate, 50 1 will endeavour to bring to the atten-
tion of this Honourable House, as well as the Honourable Members
who, even though they may not be ocoupying their seats in this House, 1
have no deubt are following the proceedings now taking place, some
matters which bear mention in this debate. And I chaflenge the media to
take the message to them as well as the people of Guyana in & fair and
balanced manner In this context ] am constrained to say that in reading
the Stabroek News of yesterday, Tuesday § April, I was very disap-
pointed to see that there was an extensive report of the contribution of
the Hon Member Mrs Sheila Holder to this debate with only a brief
comment on the contnbution of the Honourable Prime Minister, and no
mention 4t all of the contributions of the s other Members of this Hoa-
surable House who spoke on Monday, And, Mr Speaker, if one looks
at the Stabroek News, today, it seems these proceedings do not even
merit mention. 1t is as if they have decided that, like the PNC/R Mem-
bers of Parliament, that they will boyecoti these procesdings.

Mr Speaker, the Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social
Security provide services especially to the poor and vulnerable of our
society, and, in spite of anything that has been said, we do this in a fair
and transparent manner. The Hon T Dale Bisnauth, sy colleague Min.
ister, has brought this House up-to-date on matters relating to the La-
baur administration of the Ministry 1 will endeavour to bring the House
up-to-date on the setivities of the Human Services and Social Secunity
Department of the Ministry
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On a daily basis, Mr Speaker, | have been accused of discrimina-
tion on the basis of race and/or political persuasion in administenng and
giving these services to the people of this country. But, our records are
available for anvone to peruse, and the Officers of my Ministry can tes-
tify to my policy of evenhanded treatment of all who try to access our
SETVICES,

Mr Speaker, we continue o give Probation and Family Welfare
Services, in spite of staff shortages and other challenges. Last year, with
the assistance of UNICEF, we recognized during meetings of a National
Task Force on Street Children, that one of the main problems that was
stopping children from antending school, and causing dropping out - and
we have to deal with the problem of street children and dropouts - was
that some children, too many children of this country, did not have s
Guyanese identity evidenced by a birth certificate. In some cases their
births had been registered but no centificates were aveilable, In some
instances their births had never been registered  During last year we
commenced & campaign of birth registration, and [ am pleased to say
that we have had the full cooperation of the Ministry of Home Affairs in
this endeavour, and we continue in 2003 to make sure that all the resi-
dents of this country have anidentity as 2 Guyaness citizen evidenced by
a barth centificate.

We continue to provide social security services to the old and in-
firmas well 25 the vulnerable poor throughout Guyana, mehuding almaost
ingceessible hinteriand communities. At great cost we continue to make
direct payments to old age pensioners and public assistance beneficiar-
wes in some of the remotest parts of this country, in some of the places
that Minister Nokta called that [ cannot even remember the namesof. |
remember names like Monkey Mountain, Paramakatoi Kato and
Pomeroon - places where there are no Post Offices. And, for the past
vear, at exorbitent costs, | musi say, and at greal danger to cur stail, we
hive been making payments on the East Coast of Demerara comimn-
t1es where the nearest Post Office is Buxton, and this Post Office has
been inaccessible, and remains sa, to many of our pengioners and public
assigance beneficianes,
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Mr Speaker, endemic in any activity where financial assistance and
services are heing provided by persons to other persons, there are open-
ings for coruption and graft. My Ministry is certainly no exception. It
cannot escape the notice of this Honourable House that there have been,
and continue to be, accusations leveled against this Government of cov-
ering up, and even of condoning corruption. Yet, and this continues to
amaze me, when instances of such corruption and graii are uncovered
and disciplinary action is taken against the individuals inviolvad, there is
loud condemnation and vilification and character assassination of the
persons who recommend and/or take sach disciplinary action. What i3
further amazing is that this vocal condemnation comes from the same
people who accuse the Government of corruption in the first place -
persons inchuding legal practitioners who ase unapologetsc supporters of
the PNIC/R, or other opposiion farces. They represent the cause of the
corrupt efficers i public, on television, agwell as in the print media, and
in our courts of law, demanding justice for the perpetrators of fraud -
even reinstatement where persons have been dismissed for such prac-
tices.

Mr Speaker, in the Ministry of Labour, Humén Services and Social
Security where instances of fraud were discovered during 2001 and
2002 iss the distribution of Old Age Pensions, resulting in thedismissal of
three senior officers of the Social Security Department, T have person-
ally been threatened, vilified, accused of nepotism and collusion, and
accused of being racist; since the dismissed officers are all of Afra-
Guyanese origin. | wonder ifit is being suggested that T should have
applied affirmative action and dismissed an Indo-Guyanese, even though
none had been implicated in the fraud,

Mr Speaker, | make no apology for rooting out cormiption wher-
ever | find it to exist, and 1 challenge any of my accusers to find any
instance where [ have acted improperly.

Mz Speaker, the Officers of my Ministry have been accused of
discrimination, both by Indo and Afro-Guyanese against one o fowards
ane o ather of the major races over fine pas Twi y2ars S 1 nAVE
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been Minister But, T would like to submit to you, Sir, and 10 this House,
that even though we try 1o be as objective as possible in screening per-
sons who quality for assistarce, persons wha guealify to be called vulner-
able, and persons who qualify for assistance from our Difficult Circum-
stances Department, it is human bemgs who ultimately make decisions,
and there will be persons who are dissatisfied with whatever decision is
made, But, when the PNC/R claims that there are communities which
are marginalized T would like to bring the attention of this Honourable
House to some facts, One very, very big one comes to mind. Mr Speaker,
in 2002 the Government, recognizing that there are poor people who
cannot afford the necessary school outfits and equipment for their chil-
dren to go to school, hed allocated the sum of 31 B from the Poverty
Fund to distribute as assistance in the acguisition of school uniforms by
children whose parents could not afford to buy their uniforms, Wetried
to distribute thismoney in all ten Regions of this country. The Mimstry of
Amerindian Affairs was given a substantial sum and they had arrange-
ments for the hinterland communities to have groups of people buy ma-
terial and mske the unifonms themselves. Buil one thing 1 wish to say 1o
this Hiouse is that in the villages of Buxton, Friendship and Foulis, the
Ministry assisted over 500 children to get school uniforms as against the
whole of Region 3 where we assisted less than 200 children. [Applouse|
tf anything we were marginalizing in favour of the community of Buxton
which clatms that all their bad behaviour and crimingl activities stems
from being marginelized and discriminated agamst. In the distribution of
that money that was set aside for school uniforms over 10,000 chikiren
benefitted, all aver this country - Linden, Paramakaitol, Mabaruma,
Leguan, Hog Island, wherever. We depended on people within the com-
mwnity to recommend, the teachers, headmasters and persons like that.
Mr Speaker, we recognize that our poor continue to be aver-trodden
by those who have; and up to this year there exists in Georgetown a
Geargetown Legal Aid Clinic which tries to give legal representation and
advice to those who cannot afford to pay the lawvers who charge foes
which are way shove the meens of those people. The Georgetown Le-
gal Aid Clinic however, has over the years, been given monies from
aricus agurces Those sources have drisd up and agencies such s the
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Ciecowgetown Legal Awl Climic were forced to come to the Government
for some assislance, When that happened, Cabinet, recognizing how
inequitabie something like that is, that the Georgetown Legal Aid Chinic
of necessity has limitations and can only assist within Georgetown and
some areas outside, has decided that what we need to dois 1o have g
plan 1o provide begal aid for vulnerable people throughout Guvana. And
it is to this end that shortly & proposal, in the next week, is going to be
taken to Cabinet to outline plans for providing legal aid 1o vulnerable
people in all the Regions of this country - limited at first, until we can get
systems organized and then in g more strucnered manner. Forthis, $10M
has been included in the Budget for my Ministry to begin the process.

Mr Speaker, water is a necessary commodity. There is no way
that anybody, even if he or she lives in a plastic shack behind the sea
wall, can do without potable water But, as Minister Baksh said water
cormes at 8 cost, And our very poor, our very vulnerable, the people
who my Ministry looks at and deals with on a daily basis, may not afford
to pay for their water, We recognize this, and the Mirustries of Water
and Human Services and Social Security are currently working ona
proposal which we can take 1o Cabinet, and hope we can convince
them 1o allocate some of our poverty funds to assist those people who
cannot afford to pay their full water bills, to assist them to pay, at least,
part of thewr water bill, so that people will not have to break the maing or
steal water and so cause wastage. All of these things, Mr Speaker, we
are doing out of care and concern for the poor and the vulnerable. And
[ can tell you, Sir, in my Ministry those are sometimes all the people we
see in A day.

Mr Speaker, in Women’s Affairs - which 1s something very, very
important, we have recognized that our work with women seems (o
have backfired a little bit, because we have given them a sense ofinde-
pendence and recoeniion of their tris woiin, &nd il has regtied in some
men feeling abit inferor and, somehow, domestic violence ciours be-
cause the women recognize what their worthis, So, our Women's Af-
airs Bureau has embarked on prosrammes fo work with men and women
in all communities as groups and in other piaces, and, in Tact, we at the
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Ministry have, incollaboration with UNICEEF, in the year 2000, trawned
72 community volunteers, These people are not being paid, they are
volunteering their services to work at village level over the whole of
Region 2, from the Pomeroon to Supenaam, to Charity, to work with
people in their villages to try to alleviate the problerns of domestic vio-
fence, to intervene when there are quarrels berween husbands and WIVES
.and stufflike that, And, I must say, we have been heating of successes
and, in fact, will be evaluating the programme later this month or next
"motth,

The Guyana Women’s Leadership Institute has just finished pre-
paring a strategic plan which will take this programme into another Phase
and we continue to try to train and to build capacity in women to be-
come leaders at the Local Gavernment, at the Regional level and, ulti-
mately, at the Central Government level. Recognizing also that womer,
when they are poor, are even more vulnerable, we of the Difficult Cir-
cumstances Unit in a small way try, to encourage women to engage in
small income generating activities. This has been somswhat successful.
But, in the Budget, if we read on Page 41 there the Finance Minister tells
us about the three-vear UNDP Private Sector Initiative wiich will spend
US$1.5M over the three vears in specialist training and so on for about
250 entrepreneurs. The project itself, to be administered by the Guyana
Manufacturers Association, will target women, indigenous peoples, youths,
unemployed, schoo! leavers, and even private and public sector em-
plovees who will like 1o own their own businesses, Tius can only result in
generation of income and creation of employment. Thereis also the
European Union $600M that has been made available to assist grass-
roots organizations to identify projects that generate income and create
employment. So, while welook at the aged, the old and infirm, while we
look at the provision of water and the provision of Legal aid and the
provision of school supplies, we are aiso trying to empower our poor to
generate their own income, not necessarily lo become miflionaires, but
to stop them fiom being beggars.

Mr Speaker, there is one area that my Minisiry s concsrmed with -
the Cooperatives Division. And more and more, since we have been
)
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locking at cooperative societies, what | have discovered is thet, over the
three decades before 1992, what seemed to have happened is that co-
pperative societies were formed for the specific purpose of putting into
the hand of a lew supporlers of the then administration, huge tracts of
land in the name of cultivation or housing or whatever, And what has
happened is that the management commattees of those cooperatives have
manipulated the books and systems so that they are now personally
benefiting, and you have people who are fighting that they are members
and not getting the work, We have to unrave! all of this decest that is
going on, and that, T can tell you is & costly and very, very painstaking
job. The Ministry, however, is equal to the challenge and we are work-
ing very, very hard to unravel some of these things.

Mr Speaker, the People National Congress/Reform, consequent
1o their stated objective to make the country ungovernable, continues
their campaign, started by the late Honourable Leader, Mr Hugh
Desmond Hoyte, of slow fire, more fire and so on. They atternpt to
canvince the people that this country is in crisis that Guyana is on the
brink of disaster i not extinction. The Honourable Member, Mr Corbin,
in his efforts to convince the nation of impending doom, staged his now
infamous motion of 19 February, occupying this Honourable House for
over |2 hours of debate, and opposition forces continue to sponsar
events calculated to destabilize.

Mr Speaker, there are certain sections and members of society
who call the Government weak, and there are some who say every ime
the PNC/R says jump we ask how high. Some peaple are saying that
our participation in that debate, which some see as political grandstanding
by the new PNC/R Leader, was a sign of weakness. And some say that
we should retaliate in kind  Some say that when the people had stormed
the Office of the President on 3 July 2002, all 19 should have been dead
nstead of two. Some say the police are betng shot and they should
shoot back.  But, Mr Speaker, this Government and the people who
put us heré &re not violence-prone. We do not believe that answers lie
i violenca, we do not believe n an eye for an eve 2nd a tooth for a
tooth, otherwise we will end up with blind people who cannot choose,
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We believe i working for development and not destrucnon. Mr Speaker,
when [ look at the antics of the PNC/R and the other opposition fortes
1 am reminded of an extract from a novel, Yhe Schooimaster; Dy
Trinidadian Earl Lovelsce, in which the priest, Father Vincent, and his
acolytes, are being guided over the hills by an unrepentant drunk, Benn,
wha engages the priest in 2 conflict of will and words. The Priest had
offered 1o pray for Bean to hefp him solve his drinking problem and
Benn had refused the offer. When the Priest asked why Bean refused
the offer of prayer Benn replied that when the Priest prayed he said, and
lecad us not in temptation. . and he did not wish to be kept away from
his temptation. Tn Benn's words, which 1 quote, man has need of femp-
tations as be has need of a woman. How else is a man aman if he is
not fempted: if he ts not proved? Christ was tempted, Peter was
tempied and man needs to be tempred, We have need of owr femp-
tations so thai the test will prepare us. You may lead me away from
may test, [ say lead me to my lest and give me the strength fo pass.

Mr Speaker, this Government looks on each distraction engineered
by the PNC/R, and other detractors, as a test which we have to pass
and which we alweys pass; and it can only make us stronger in our
resalve and commitment to the people of Guyana, the majority of whom
put their faith in us since 1992 tolead them to a better lifie which we all so
love, 1 say to our delractors, bring on the tests. We have passed many
since 1997, and we have the strength, determination and capacity to
pass anything that they can throw our way When we betray the tust of
our supporters, they themselves will tell us to leave, speaking through
the hallot box and, until then, in the words of our Mindster of Finance, we
intend 1o confront the challenges and siay on course for a prosperois
Guvana. [Applause]

Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member,
Henourabte Minister of Agriculture.
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Hon Navin O Chandarpal; Mr Speaker, | rise to lend support to the
motion for the approval of the Estimates for the Public Sector and the
Budget for the financial year 2003, moved so ably by the Honourable
Minister of Finance,

In his well-constructed presentation, Minister K.owlessar summa-
iized our Government objective when he declared, 1 quote:

..our intent, our purpose, indeed, our goal is not to give up, but to
consolidate and expand our hard won gains; fortified in the knowledge
that we are doing what is right for the people of this country,

This is what this Budget 1s about, It has been crafted against the
background of the challenges existing in the global and domestic theaters.
It seeks growth within a stable macro-economic environment. It envis-
ages thenation attaining greater height, being put on a progressively higher
growth path with our people enjoying a better standard of living. Tris for
these reasons that this Budget 15 being presented under the theme, Con-
Sfronting the Challenges, Staving on Course for a Prosperous (uy-
ana.

Mr Speaker, this theme is well reflected in developments in the
Aggicuitare Sector, particularly in the traditional sectors of tice and suizar,
Agriculture contributes one-third of our country GDP with sugar provid-
ing 18.8 percent and rice 3.2 percent. During 2002, the sugar sector
recorded a very successful year. The record production of 331,067
tonnes of sugar was the hiphest since the nationalization in 1976, sur-
passing the last mghest production in recent years of 321,000 in 1999,
This gives us an increase over 2001 of 16.4 percent. Mr Speaker, cane
yields also increased from 62,7 tonnes per hectare in 2000 Lo 86.4 tormes
per hectare (n 2002 with sugar yields being 6.8 tonnes of sugar per
hectara m 2001 jncreasing 10 7.3 tonnes of sugar per hectare in 20032
Tius shows very clearly that, not only the quantity of production increased,
but alsothe quality of our produce was improving, These are important
elements in what is needed for the realization of the ohjectives set outin
the et'alegic plan for the sngar industry
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Sugar

Many persons have been questioning why the Government is pur-
suing this strategic plen. They are questioning why we are seeking to
increase the acreage planting at the Skeldon Estate, and why we are
building a new factory there. But, Mr Speaker, we have a very itnpor-
tant difficulty to confront, And, 25 we are speaking on this Budget of
confronting these challenges, here is a typacal example of one where we
have to make very firm decisions as we seek to move forward, and that
is that sugar is extremely important and critical to pur national economy
Ifit is that tomorrow we can find seme other praduct which wall very
quickly provide us with something to fill the gap thet will belefi in our
GDP then we can consider it. But, we must recognize that suger is
important i many different ways. We recognize jts contribution of 18.8
percent to GDP, but we must also look to see how many workers and
their families are directly dependent on the sugar industry. We must also
recognize that mary services are spin-offs from cane cultivation and sugar
production and so we will see that those figures coudd be moch larger.
The impact, both in economic and social terms, is much larger than these
figrares will indicate. Even so, that in itself would not justify taking the
steps that we intend 1o take if it were not for certain factars that we
consider to be positive in our consideration. The fact that we have seen
these improvements, both in terrms ofthe guantity and the quality af pro-
duction, gives us the encouragement that is needed to pursue the agrical-
rure improvernent plan that is part and parcel of the strategic plan fior the
sugzar industry.

The Honourable Member, Mr Ravindra Dey, in questioning this
expansion, said the fact that we have been able to have an Incrense in
production suggests that we do not need the expansion 2t Skeldonin
order to achieve our objective. But it is not only an issue ofincreasing
production, producing more sugar. It i5 also the guestion of the cost at
which we produce that sugar. And, it is a fact, Mr Spesker, that the cost
of production vanies from anc estate to the other. The reality s that the
Fast Berbice Fsiates have & cost of production much lower that the
national average Ifour average is about L8017 cents per pound then
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wie Fave in rmost of the Demerara Estates production costs that are around
US0.20 cents per pound while in the East Berbice Estates we have
production cost at about TSR, 13 cents per pound, Therefore, we heve
o capitatize and to take advantage of the fact that there are some inher-
ent factors that are there to allow us to further reduce our cost of pro-
duction. 1§ we produce more in the areas where we can produce at a
wower cost, then nationally our cost of production will be much lower

But, then, we are told that there are still some risks involved be-
cause of what 15 taking piace globally. My collezgue Mirister Robee will
deal with some of the issues related to the negotiations that are currently
taking place. But it is necessary for us 1o recognize that, even though
there are those who are using the argument that there are stockpiles of
supar globally, and that these are used to automatically create low prices,
we should look at what happened injust one year when, in spite of these
stockpiles, the world price rose from below U806 cents per pound to
LS008 cents per pound. This indicates 1o us that it is not necessanily a
faci that having these excesses of sugar will keep the prices forever at
those low values. We need to note that about three-quarter of all sugar
praduced will be consumed in the countries of production or traded on
preferential markeis and therefore, allowing scope for us 1o find the
markets that will assist us. About 30 percent of Guyana's preduction
wis traded under preferential terms in the Europesn Union in the form of
the Sugar Protocol and the Special Prefesential Sugar Agreement, This
has developed through European Union support for the ACP countries
and charasterized within the COTONOLU Agreement of 2002, The
support from the European Union 1s being threatened, but we are cur-
rently in the process of negotiating economic partnership agreements
which are due (o come into effect in 2008 and which would recognize
the provision of the COTONCOLU Agreement for protection of sensitive
products such as sugar, as well 83 the special legal states of the suger
protacol. We do not believe thet our interests have been totally ignored
and that the ACP political clout has been eroded.

Also, Mr Speaker, we developed some of our confidence in mov-
mg farward from the fact thar the Caribbean Single Marker and Econonmy
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offers & common external tanffaf 40 percent in sugar, and our industry is
the cnily one in the Caribbean that is continually recording IMprovemeants

Chur sister nations of CARICOM have always supponted Guyana's Sugir
industry and we have seen our exports duning last vear increase oy 33
percent to CARICOM countries to a volume of 60,000 tonnes, Trade
with Haiti has also commenced. Last year we were ghle to sell, initially,
7,500 tonnes and are hoping to do much more this year. There s no
reazan for us to shift our focus from agricutture at this time because we
have demonstrated that that is where we have comparative advantage,
and for sugar in particular, that is what we do best

Mr Speaker, it is indesd anticipated that the WTO will force the
EL to reduce its sugar subsidies and this will probably result in some
lessening of the current value of the preferences enjoyed by Guyana and
other ACP States. However, as we said earlier, no one expects these
preferences to disappear immediately, and Guyana’s current access 1o
the ELJ markets could well expand with EU internal production cuts asa
result af removal of subsidies thereby mitigating the impact of price re-
ductions. Mr Speaker, webelieve that there is comvincing empirical and
factual evidence thay allows us to make educaled and realistic decisions
on sugar and hence pur objectives set out in the strategic plan for the
sugar industry

The Honourable Member Mr Dey alzo claimed that alithough we
nave increased production these are not resulting in increased benefits to
the workers. The Honourabie Member Mr Mustagha in his maiden pres-
eatation to this House has very elfectively, from his own working expe-
rience and his involvement directly with the sugar workers, peinted oul
how maty benefits the sugar workers have been receiving, 1wantto say
thet the Government of Guyana recognizes that these positive develop-
ments in the sugar industry have come about because there s a greater
fevel of understanding and satisfaction in which the Governmend, mat-
agement and the workers share a common objective and are working
together to ensure that there is greater production. Because i is only if
we have greater production with gher efficiency then we will have more
goods 1o share. And that is ane of the lessons thar the sugar industry can
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gve to this country. We cannot share more if we produce less and if we
sek to undermine the production base by taking a position such 2s
making this country ungovernable. Then, the goods will not be there and
those who are dissatisfied cannot be assisted if we do not take this course
That 15 why the lessons from sugar are very impartant tor us,

Omne othes point raised by the Honourable Member Mr Dev is that
he might have been more inclined to support the Strategic Plan but he
cannot do so because he claims that Government 12 abandoning co-
generation as an option for the expansion. | need to stale very clearly
that we are not abandoning co-generation  Co-generation is a key cle-
men: under consideration for the expansion plan. But, what would have
been abserved isthat, in the efforts 1o find fanding for the strategic plan,
we have had 10 lake separate components of that plan &nd to seek fund-
ing in different ways Therefore, what has been highlighted is the main
initial element of that expansion whichis the new factory being built and
the expansion of the culfivation area. That is the key element, Addition-
ally, there are the value-added exercises that would be linked to that
process as we move along. These include not only co-generation, but
the establishment of a refinery and the establishment of a distillery. So
the overall value that we will obtain from this process can be much higher
But we made a digtinction because Central Government has (o be find-
ing the new fctory whereas we are seeking theinvolvement of the pri-
vate secior in developing the other ateas that would be necessary

Rice

Mr Speaker, the fortunes of the rice sub-sector were not followang
the bright direction that sugar was able to obtain This was because,
urlike sugar, the rice sector was much more vulnerabie to the extremes
of weather that we experienced last vear, W had difficulties as we ap-
progched the end of the frst crop last vear m that some areas suffered
from excessive rainfall. Not only was the first crop affectad, but the
extent ofthat rainfall prevented land preparstion in two major fce grow-
ing areas of the country, particularly Black Bush Polder and MMA. As
a result we entered 1he second crop, last year, with much iess than the
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expected acreage put inta cultivation, As a result we expenienced a
decling of 10,7 percent in production, achieving 287 00XHonnes in 2002
&8 against 322,000 tonnes in 2001 But, | must say, Mr Speaker, that it
is heartening to note that in spite of the other extreme weather affecting
us at the start of the first crop this year, that 15 an extensively dry period
which, we all know, is affecting our water S0UTCES - CONSEIVANCY i Very
Jow, irrigation water is very scarce - the Gavernment was able to give
assistance Lo ensure that water was available to most of the areas, and
5o this crop could have been planted in a much larger acreage than the
first crop last year, The result, Mr Speaker, we do not have the final
figures, but. from indications from all of the Regions, we are expecting
that this erop will be larger than it was in the corresponding period last
vear. Also sometimes, once you overcome that initial hurdie from the
lack ofimgation water, the continuation of the dry spell allowed us to
have harvesting and the growth of the crops in g much more positive
way 5o that the vields are also better in this first crop. Mr Speaker, this
is @ very encouraging sign for us to continue our work.

Again, the Honourable Member Mr Dev sought to downplay the
role of Government in bringing about these results in the rice sector. He
was only looking at this Budget for indications that Government was
intending ko assist the rice sector. But, Mr Speaker, Government's a5-
sistance is ongoing in mary different aspects of production inthe nee
sector | had already indicated to this Honourable House that there is a
ten-year strabegic plan that covers all aspects of the process - from prepa-
ration of seeds to the cultivation itself, to the support services during
cultivation, 1o post-harvest activities and unto marketing, That process
has been advanced and the European Union is expected to provide as-
sistance that will allow us to, very quickly, start in terms of geting resuit
withir that strategic plan. But, in the meantime, Government gave tre-
meendews assistance. Tt is not true to say that farmers have not benefited
fram the financial arrangements made by Government and the banking
sector, There are some who have had difficulties because of particular
positions taken in specific banks in which they sought to interpret tha
agreement in & way different fram what was intended Wehavehadto
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inlervene to seek to have many of these cases remedied. The Miruster
ol Finance, and His Excetlency the President, from iime to time, had to
get involved as we tried to remedy this. Many farmers have been ableto
benefit and to have some breathing space in order to proceed. Also,
very recently, the extension of that arrangement to assist tarmers whio
have had loans in excess of $10M has been developed. There are a lew
final things 1o be done, and we hope very shortly that anumber of these
farmers will be benefitting from the same or similar arrangernents.

Mr Speaker, we could have had many more difficulties last vear
and in this current crop had it not been for the timely intervention of the
Government through the GRDB, along with the involvement of the Rice
Producers Association, to deal with problems relating to paddy bugs;
but assistance was given to farmers to allow them to treat, at g very early
stage, to prevent any significant losses 1o crops in most of the areas.

In the area of providing fertilizers, timely interventions have also
assisied in ensuring rhat the final price to the farmers has also been re-
duced because of arrangements, in which some of the middle men have
been cut out, and a more direct arrangement put in place; and they have
peen able to obtain fertilizers at a reduced price. We know, too, that,
along with all the other areas there have been benefits. When fuel prices
want up because of the scaling ofthe dubies, we have been able to make
some impact on the price of fertilizers to farmers,

Mr Speaker, there are a number of support areas in the agriculiure
sector which have been performing their fimetions with the intention of
impraving agricubture production, both in the traditional crops and in the
other crops as Minister Sawh would have referred to inhis presentation,

The work of NARI, the Pesticide and Toxic Chemicals Secretaniat,
the Hydromet Service. the Poor Rural Communities Support Services
Pragramme, the MMA Authority and the Guyana Schooi of Agriculture
are all entities that have continued to make their contributions and if we
were (o go throngh the detaits of ali that they have done we would see

that their involvement has helned significantly to brino better resulis to
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the agricultire sector though much more needs to be doneif the objec-
tives, particularly as outlined by Minister Sawh, for rapid increases n the
non-traditional are to be carried out. For each of these areas we have
specific plans that have been developed so ihat they can effectively make
their contributions,

M Speaker, overall for our economy, our Minister of Finance has
set us a very clear objective; staying on course through overcoming
these challenges for a prosperons Guyana. In her presentation the
Honourable Member, Mes Holder, indicated that she could not be happy
with the ohjective of achieving prosperity by staying on course because
she fily that that course has ot been defined property. But, Mr Speaker,
the issue of staying on course is very important because, on 5 October
1992 this country changed course. We were headed in a direction of
total destruction under the adminisiration of the People's National Con-
gress and, with the restoration of democracy the course changed 10.ane
that has brought hope and that allows usto give so many possibilities to
that achievement of prosperity, [Applamse | With that change in 1992,
we moved in a course away from dictatorship to a course of democracy.
We moved from a course of alienation 1o ane of inclusion; from a course
of suppression of Tights to genuine freedoms; from a course of social
decay to one of revival; and from & course of collapse to one of rebuild-
ing. Indeed, Mr Speaker, that course of rebuilding Guyana was charted
hy the father of our Nation, our late President, Dr Cheddi Jagan. 4
course in which we have set the targes of achieving prospenty through
increased production and a better system of shering of the benefits - the
wealth of this country. That hes been the course we have set ourselves
on Taking that course resulted in tremendous growth and develogpment
as reflected in the achievements in the first term of the PPP/Civic, when
we averaged 4 growth rate of between 6 percent to 7 percent per an-
num, because we had less challenges in that period than what followed
The challenges that we have to consider are many, but we can arrange
them in three groups. We have the challenge of,

1 The natural conditions. .
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The Speaker: Before you procesd to the next bwo groups, Honowe-
dble Member, your time is up,

- Hon Reepu Daman Persand: Mr Speaker, I wish to move that the
Honourable Member be given 15 minutes 1o conclude his speech.

" Put and agreed to
The Speaker: You many proceed Honourable Member

Hon Navin O Chandarpal: Thank you Hon Member Reepu and Mr
Speaker.,

The other two areas that we need to consider as challenges are:
2. Global realities and
3. Local reactions.

Maturel conditions have been affecting us, as | poimted out. For
example, in terms of what we have 1o expend on drainage and wrigation
in our country - this is a very costhy affair. Not only costly i terms of the
resources we have to put in place, but also costly in terms of the losses
we incur because, in spite of our hest efforts, the system we have in
place for drainage and irmgation cannot effectively take care of the ex-
tremes of weather when they really hit us. When we have intensive rain-
fal for several days our systen: is not geared 1o fully and totally deal with
it. When we have long dry seasons, to get water to the cultivationisa
very costly affair But we can understand that narural conditions have
their cause and are beyond cur control.

Global realities are also affecting us as we have seen the impact,
apain, on our rice and sugar industries - the lowering of prices, the ero.
sion of preferential markets, (the situation not of our making) the impact
of war on our echnomy. We can make some contributions toward chang-
ing, but we do not control these factors. Therefore, Mr Speaker, we
have to find ways 1o respond to these challenges. But, what occiaTed,
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gspecially in the last four or five years, was anunfortinate closeness of
the impact of these three factors. The Bl Nino/La Nina phenamena, the
drop in prices in commodities, not only rice and sugar, but gold and
timber. . all affected us tremendousty,

But, we were farther threatened and underwent greater difficulties
because of those challenges that arose from local reaction. When the
main opposition party lost the elections again in 1997 and embarked on
a course to make this coutitry ungovemnable, what they did was to inro-
duce a challenge - which was of our own making internally, in our own
country, That is what made that challenge more regrettable, becausea
better approach, a more responsible approach, by the main opposition
party could have, and still car, reduce the very negaiive and very drastic
effects ensuing from that type of challenge. We have seen it manifesting -
itselfin political instability, in organized crime, in the merging of these
two, and the results we have seen in the shying away of investors, in the
waste of resources, and once again, if T can quote the Minister of Fi-
nance in his presentation when he said, all of us should ponder on the

following;

If so much can be accomplished under extreme circumstances, how
much more could be achieved if the Government did not have to engage
in costly and avoidable distractions.

Mr Speaker, here is whére we need to focus our attention. We
have heard, and we thought that there would be changes, when the main
opposition party, in approaching the last election, put as its motto in its
manifesto Put Guyana First but, Mr Speaker, all we have seen in real
terms from their actions, tell us what they mean by putting first - thats
summarized by what we are observing in the chalrs over there.... they
are empty. Those promises, those intentions, are just like those chairs,
empty promises and empty positions. fdpplause] They are using an
excuse of marginalization. Many speakers have pointed out that ihose
excuses are also empty. They cannoi come up with examples, and,
indeed, marginalization did exist when the People’s National Congress
formed the Government of this country, fApplatse/
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Mr Speaker, in seeking to find a solution which most people of this
couniry would be comfortable with, and that is to bkave an atmosphere
that reduces that challenge, the main parties wouid have tobe workang
together. One of the greatest mistekes that bas been repeated many
times, and repeated even during this debate, was one in which an al-
temipt is made 1o say that there is joint culpabiEty by the Govermment and
the Opposition Parties. That 1s far from reality, Mr Speaker. The PPP/
Civic has its foundations i the principles of unty and equality, This was
formally declared many times before, and even as recent as 1993 by the
late Dy Cheddi Jagan when he said.

And when we talk aboat development we mean development with
a hurnan face

For ws peaple come first, they are the centre of every-
thing. By peaple we mean all the peaples af this country,
gorass the barriers of race and ethmicity, religion, gender,
poditical affiliation, whether they five in the hinterland or
ok the coast, whether they are able-hodied or handicapped,
Fich oF poar,

O the other hand, the PNC/R is bent on acquiring power al any
cost 1o the expense of the nation. Those who have a gemune interest in
sesing pur nation heal its wounds must also have the commitment o
push the PNC/R to change its path.

[n another twi weeks we will celebrate the 50° Anmiversary ol a
gemuine leap in our country’s history, its histoncal development - the
victory ofthe PPP in the first ever elections under universal adult suffrage
in 1953, fApplause] That, Mr Speaker, was a massive expression of
national unity when all forces came together. And in that victory hope
wias generated for our nation. The oljective of a prosperous Guyara
wis seen 10 be very ciose when that victory was achieved. B, unfor-
tunately, that hope was fractured by the intrigues of celomal and local
reaction. The split in the PPP set the ground for division. Mr Speaker,
many times the late President, Dr Jagan, often repeated the hope, and in
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his words, #0 see q return fo the spiel of 1933 1105 not too late 1o
seck to realize that hope, that dream, We should use the occasion of
that 50% Anniversary to find ways in which we can restore that hope
which that victory generated,

Again, in cloging, Mr Speaker, let us take gmidance from the sugar
industry, Sugarwas responsible for all groups except our indigenous
peopies coming to these shores. Sugar has been the mainstay of our
econamy but sugar production has required that all our pecple work
together. Inthe same way as we face the challenges in the sugar sector,
together we must do 50 in all aspects of our national life. Challenges may
be formidable but can always be surmounted. In the words, again of our
late President, father of the Nation, in 1993, he said-

[ have absolute faith in the promise that this nation has a bright
fisture. [ invite you to share my vision ofa hright tomarrow. Such ideal-
1sm may seem hike idle talle, but 1 know from experience that faith in a
prosperous tomorrow have maved men, fom time immemonal, to achieve
the impossble.

We are not lcoking for the impossible, Mr Speaker, we only need
to overcome the diffieutt. A prosperous Guyana is achievable if we con-

front the challenges and stay on course as proposed in the Budpged pre-
sented by our Minister of Finance. That objective can easily be realized

Thank you very much, Mr Spesker. [dpplause]
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourshle Member.
Honoursble Mnister of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation.

Hon Clement J Rohee: Mr Speaker, the Minister of Finance must be

complimented, once aiain, for presenting a Budget that, beyond the

shadow of a doubt, gives comfon fo this pation of ours. While an the

one hand it gives comfon to the aation or the overwhelming majority of

people, it gives discomfort o a few who are indesd green with envy

over the fact that we have managed (o stay the course over the past
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cleven vears, This Budget, Mr Speaker, makes one, and 1 would be
bold encugh to say, makes many Guyanese have what you call 4 sense
of feeling good. Usually, in the lives of ordinary people, there is a sense
of great expectation when Budget time comes around. People, the busi-
ness community, the farmers, the workers, people from all walks of hie
tend to look forward to the presentation of the Budget and debares hke
this with & great sense of expectation, They wonder 10 what extent the
Budget will affect their daily lives, to what extent it will affect their busi-
nesses, and so forth, And it has pow become routine aver the years that
people in this country do ot any longer feel a sense of uncertainty, feel &
sense of trepidation, feel a sense of discomfort, when the oocasion for
presenting Budiet comes around, precisely because they have become
=0 accustomed to the fact that this Government is & canng and con-
cerned Government which in no way places unnecessary burdens on the
backs of the Guyanese people. The feel-good factor therefore, Mr
Speaker, i3 one that [ think characterizes this Budget, as has been the
case withits predecessors. Thers ave been no hidden surprises. There
is no hidden agenda in the Budget, It is clear for everyone to see the
direction in which the Government is secking to go and to take the nation
over the next fiscal year 1t has been said before, and | say it again, that
any budget must be placed in a contextual framework end, in our cise,
a5 has been the case on previous occasions, budgets presented by the
PPRIC administration through the Minister of Finance have abways taken
inte ccount our national peculiarities, the conditions obiaining in the
couritry, as well as the international and regional circumstances m which
Guyana has to interact with the nations of the world, and with the eco-
nomie reglities that obtain externally. When we hear the prophets of
gloom and doom every year when we present budgers, we have to ask
ourselves, as one of my colleagues has asked in a rhetorical question
befiore, whether those persons who come into fis Honourable House to
make prophecies that do not incite or excite optimism of the people,
have any sense ofour history? What sense do they have of where this
country has come since 19927 Are they not intelligent enough to make
comparative analyses 25 10 what weare going through now, what we are
benefitting from now, and what tock place yearz ago?
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Mr Speaker, Guyana, under the PPP/C admimstration, has come a
very Far way, and we have many milestones to show the path we have
traversed since 1992, And we have ta be carctial that we do not allow
curselves to be blinded by negative factors. Nobody is saying that we
should not speak. Tn every development process there is positive and
negative - amd we need to have a sense of balance when making anabysis
of how a country is developing, Sometend to focus ondy on the negative
aspects of the developmental processes and, of course, we do not be-
lieve that this is helpful in any way. When we look at cur television
screens ar the present time, whether it is the BBC or CNN, and we hear
about the Operation Shock and Awe in whick the bombardment took
place on brag - when one brings that inte focus in terms of what took
place at this National Assembly over the past two days, one gets 3 sense
of shock and awe wath respect to the kind of negative bombardment that
has been emanating from the minority side of this house in respect of the
direction in which the Government wishes to g0 vis-a-visthe 2003 Budger
S0 shock and awe s not limited to what is taking place in the Middle
East. It is alse manifesting itselfin this hallowed chamber, insofar as the
views of some are concerned. There are soime who put themselves ona
pedestal and make themselyes gs thaugh they are above all that is real-
istic insofar as governance s concerned. We cannot speak abous gov-
ernance and place the burden of responsibility on the Government of the
day without taking due consideration of the other social and political
actors out there, because povernance does not only mvolve govern-
ment, but alse a number of other peopie who have a stake in ensuring
that the country, the nation, ison a pathto development and progress.

Mr Speaker, the Budget presentation by the Mimister of Finance
has said quite a ot and has given a ot of food forthought. The reference
was made 10 the global economy and the current situation obtaining in
the world and its impact on developing countries such as ours. The an-
nual report of the Director General of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) for 2002 caplures very clearty how developing countries will
fare in the vears 2001 and 2002, This is what he had to sav about the
penod 2001 in retrospect:
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During 2001 the world economy experienced a sharp
stwdowrs with ot growing by orly one percent (%)
Concurrently the vofwme of world merchandise trade
shrank by 1.3% afier a growth of 12% in 2000 and an
average crowth of 7% in the (9905 In addition, warld-
wide foreign direct investment inflows slumped by
[ISST35R tn 2001, lexs tham half of the 2000 figures,

Mr Speaker, the Director General of the WTO also went on 1o
siale that a key 1o progress in the world is settling the question of the
negotations onagricutture, In treating with this matter he said that a key
tor the: probiems facing the world is agriculture despite its small and di-
minishing contnbution - the GDP immost developed countnes receivis a
disproportionate amount of assistance in the form of subsidies and pro-
taction at the border; such assistance distorts markets at home and
abroad Healso went on to explam the difficulties that we in developing
countries are likely to face as a result of'the heavy subsidies which the
developed countries put on the agnculture sectors, gnd the fact that we
have to compete with heavily-subsidized agricultural products, which is
almaost impossible to do.

Mr Speaker, the terms of foreign trade for the developing countries
especially those in Latin Amenca and the Caribbean confinue to be grosshy
unbalanced. And this is what we are seeking 1o correct in the negotia-
tiorts at the World Trade Organizations. 1have to point out that what is
making these negotiations more complicated & the fact that the major
plinyers in these negotistions, especially those from the industriahized coun-
tries, are secking so move gway from being Leam players in the multilat-
eral negotiations, and embarking on their own bilateral negotiations. The
point T would like 0 make is that there is a moving away from
multilateralism at the political level. as we have seen recently at the United
Nations. [tis also manifesting itself at negotiations at the World Trade
Organization where the view that 15 becoming domnant 5 - if T do not
et my way with what | want at the mulnlateral level, then Lwill strke out
on my own to do as { please at other levels, So what wehave happening
1%, rather than the industrialized countries working within the multitateral
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institutions to reach agreement, which all the countries will be party to,
then are seeking to branch off on thewr own and estublish their own bilat-
eral agreements, so much so that, in today's workd, there are over 240
bilateral agreements around the world. And it is envisaged that, by 2003,
we will have about 300 bilateral trade agreements around the world

Mr Speaker, the negotiations are moving fast and furiows and, T dare
sy, they are extremely expensive negotiations to follow, especially fur
countries like ours, which have very limited resources - burman and fi-
nencial. So, with countries like ours, which have 1o follow those nego-
tiations as best as we can, this places a tremencious burden on the Gov-
ernment, which has limited resourcesto do so.

Mr Speaker, the events of 11 September, compounded by the war
that is taking place now in Iraq, wall obviously place greater burdens and
difficulties on develoging countries in respect of the negotiations that are
taking place. But I would like to make ane important point here, and
that is that for developing countries such as Guyana the DOHA round of
negotiations is much more important than the war in Iraq. For us, the
present negotiations at the WTO are much more important than the re-
sults that will fow from the war in [rag. Why do [ say so? 1say so
because we have a Jot to lose if these negotiations are not successful,
and if the develaped countries do not live up to the expectations and the
promises they have made several years ago when these negotiztions
were initiared.

Mr Speaker, our priorities ere very clear and very simple. Our
priorities are that we need 1o have whar we describe as special and
preferentia! treatment for small vilnerable economies such as aurs 1n
these negotiations. That is our top priomty Our second priodty isin the
negotiations in agriculture, Our third priority is in respect of the negotie-
tions on services, We belicve that there is much to be gained by the
developing countries in these negotiations in the three areas I just re-
ferred to,

A the hemispheric level we continue to press for the establishment
ofe regiona! integration flnd hecause we foel thet with the establichmen
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of a Free Trade Area of the Americas smail conntriez like ours are not
going 10 Denefit 25 we would like to, because the level playing feld that
wie keep hearing about, that is being bandied about by the industrialized
countfies, s a mylh. It is not going to happen. Thers 1z not going o be a
level playing field, precisely becanse when you look at the realities, when
you look at the economies of scale, when you examine the differem

levels of socioeconomic development of many of the countries in this
hemispheie comparsd 1o 51 Kitts, Guyana, Suriname, or whichever the
case may be, unless we have financing for development vis-a-vis the
Regional Integration Fund, we are not going to benefit from the Free
Trade Area of the Americas. That is precisely why there i3 80 much
skepticism among the Canibbean countnes, that is fwe do not have this
fund in place, we are likely to express reservations about the eflicacy of
the Free Trade Area of the Americas.

Mr Speaker, we are also involved in the negotiations with the Eu-
ropean Union for the establishmen: of an Economic Partership Agree-
ment. At WTO), the European Umon level, the FTA level and the
CARICOM level, we are involved in these main theatres of negotiations
and, as 1 said, they are putting a tremendous amount of burden on the
Emited resources that we huve it our disposal,

Mr Speaket, Guyana is a country that 15 dependant on the revenues
that we gamer from trade at the border, and foreign trade i5 an integral
part of Guyana's national economy, In 2001 exports from country
amounted o857 percent of cur country's GDE I8 2002, exports from
pur country amounted to |18 percent of our GDP. This shows how
dependant we are, asa nation, on duties earned at the border as a result
of imports and exports from the country. We, m examining our trade
balances, are doing pretty well. Of course, the situation could be much
bester Mr Speaker, in respect of a percemage share of GDP in terms of
our maor exports. You find, for example, thar wath sugar, that accounis
for 16 percent of our GDP; gold 21 3 percent and fish and shrimp 10
percent. These show a sigmificant shift in the type of commudities we
export from Guyana where fish and shrimp, that is to say manine prod-
wets, have now placed themselves al No. 3 in terms of non-traditional
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exports from aur country.

Our halance of trade with CARICOM I must say, 15 vary much in
aur favour, with the exception of Trnnidad and Tobago, where the bal-
ance of trade still remains very much in favour of Tinidad and Tobago
and we, of course, have to do as much as we can 1o shift that. That, of
course, will depend to a large extent on the type of investment, the de-
velopment of industry, and the kind of products we are able to export
from Guyana, to compete in 4 much more competitive way on the re-
gional market.

Mr Speaker, we at the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Intemational
Cooperation have been faced with some challenges which we did not
expect, meanming, for example, the challenge by Australia and Braxl to
the European Union Sugar Regime. Together with a number of sugar
supplying states in the ACP we have faunched & very aggressive lobby-
i@ exercise to ensure that the measures that are taken by Australia and
Brazil, vis-a-vis this challenge, that the impact if this challenge is suc-
cessful by these countries does not bring the type of collateral damage
that has been brought upon other countries which have won their cases
at the World Trade Organization.

Mr Speaker, we are also curremly engaged in @ number of hilatera!
negotigtions with other CARICOM countries, other countries in the
Region - the Dominican Republic, Columbia, Cuba. We zre currently
negotiating a free trade agreement with Costa Rica and with Canada.
There are prospects for negotiating a free trade agreement with
CARICOM and MERCOSLUR countries, We are currently bringing 1o
4 closure the Partial Scope Agreement which we have signed with Bre-
al.

Mr Spesker. these agreements are not just agreements for the sake
of agreements. Each and every ong of these agreements 15 aimed ot
bringing greaer henefits for the Guyanese people, that is to say, ensunng
that products exponed from our country get better prices in those mar-
kets, and, at the same time, ensuring that oroducts imponed from those
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counmes into Guyang are &t a myuch cheaper cost and, therelore, within
the reach of the ordinzry man and woman

Mr Speaker, 1 was pleased o note, in the presentation by the Min-
ister of Finance, that there are plans o introduce a value-aided tax by
2006. This is an extremely important measure, because at the end of the
day, when we sign on o these agreements at the WTO, the FTAand the
ACPEU level, they will have serious revenue implications. The ques-
tion i, ifwe do pot gather the revenues we are currently pathermg at the
borders i terms of duties and taxes, whers iz the money to come from
1o fill that gap? The value-added tax, 1o my mind, seems to be the best
soliion as a measure that would bring some degree of refieftothe Treasury
when we introduce these Free Trade Agreements, thus doing sway with
duties and taxes that we are currently gaining at the border. Therefore,
I think that the measure, interms of beginmng the preparations now, for
the introduction of VAT by 2006 isan important step to be taken and
must be seen in the contess of the intention to sign on to a number of the
free trade agreements hearing in mind the revenue implications they waill
have for the economy.

Mr Speaker, the other dimension for the Ministry for which | have
responsibility is the area of International Cooperation. Herce the key
area of focus s resource mobilization. That 1s to say, seeking 1o engage
with friendby countries, the whole question of resource mobifization with
specific emphasis on techrical assistance, capacity building and mstitu-
tional strengthening The mechamsms thit we use to games these re-
sources from fmendly countries s usually the Jomt Commission. As vou
would know, during the recent visit by his Excellency the President to
China, we held the Eighth Meeting ofthe Guysna'China Joint Commis-
sion, in which a mumber of aerecments were signed, inchading a bilateral
imvestment treaty which will allow Chinese mvestors to come to Guyana
to invest in key sectors of dur economy. thus opening up new areas of
opportunities for development in Guyana We havevery active Joint
Commissions with Cuba, India, Chuna, Columbna and other countries.
Mr Speaker, we believe that Guyana hasbenefirted tremendously from
the activities afthese Joint Commissions, particylarty in the medical fisid
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where we have g rumber of medical practioners boasting the medical
sector, from the human respuree point of view, in this country

M Speaker, we are also currently engaged in negotiating a number
of other bilateral investment treaties with other countries such as Swit-
zerland and South Korea, We just recentty signed the International Trans-
port Agreement with the Brazilians, thus elevating the road from Guyana
to Brazl and vice versa to an international highway and allowing move-
ment of poods and services between pur 1wo countries (o the extent
where trade between our countries will now benefit signficantly.

We hive also, during the course of this year, signed agreements
with the Japanese and Chinese Governments fior the construction of the
new New Amsterdam Hospital and for the International Conference
Centre at Sophia where the Headquarters of CARICOM will be lo-
cated

Mr Speaker, we pride ourselves on the fact that, while we have a
very small budget, we are engaged in some major and key activities
which are aimed at bringing aboul development and progress in ths coun-
try, and from our gwn litthe niche we are making a coniribution, which
we believe iz helping to move the nation forward,

Mr Speaker, T would ke to conclude my presentation on one note,
and in this respect [ would like 1o make the point, that it 12 now eleven
years since the PPP/C has been in the Governmens; and people must
remember that this was not eleven years of ¢asy sallmg. These were not
cleven years on easy street. Al every stage of the process, from the day
we won the elections in 1992, there were those who sought to throw us
off-course, using different types of stratagems and subterfuges to do g0,
In 1992 we set the course, as Minister Chandarpal powtted out, unider
the first democratically elected President of this country, Dr Cheddi Jagan
Unfortunately, by the end of his first rerm we suffered the loss of Dr
Jagan, Then, with the elections in 1997, there were some who sought to
throw us eff-course, who sought to distupt the course we had set far
ourselves  We had 10 accommodate by reducing our term 1o 2001,
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1e.1997 to 2001 ; our course was reduced to three years. And it 1s not
easy for s Govemment to work as diligently as 1t could, 251t would wish
10, to implement its development programmes in situations where those
who want 1o talk, or those wha talk glibly all the time about the need for
the country 1o make progress, but at the spme time they are putting in
place obstacles whichare preventing progress from being made. Wha,
in this world, Mr Speaker, is going to invest in a country which they see
constantly as politically unstable” 1s the Government so stupid to keep
shooting itself'in the foot to create political instability, thus denying in-
vestments? Obwvioushy, this is a todally filogical conchusion to draw

The Speaker: Time, Honourable Member.

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud: [ move that the Honourable Member
be givea 15 minutes to conclude his spesch.

Put and agreed 1o,
The Speaker: You may proceed, Honourable Member
Hon Clement J, Rohee: Thank vou, Mr Speaker

You recall that we were given six months - in 1992 wewere told by
the PNC that we are giving woti six months 1o run this country. Six
mobths have passed. But, not only time has passad, lives have passed
Those whe predicted that we wouldn't last more than six months are no
longer with us. We have been here for eleven years and, if they do not
watch out, it is quile possible that we might be here for éleven years
more, [Applose |

Mr Speaker, as | said in 1997, they tried to throw us off-course
and, in 2001, when we won the ¢lections agein, they made another at-
tempt to throw us off-course - in the first days of the Jagdeo admimstra-
tion. Dut, 8% we have seen, we have prevailed, and we have held the
course, Our hands are firmly on the stem of the ship and all hands, as we
have seen from the presemtations that have been made here aver these
past 48 hours, are on deck, We are not going to allow ourselves to be
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divertad, or to be thrown off the course, which we have set oursclves
since the election of this new Government to Office. Mr Speaker, |
believe that the Guyanese people must feel a tremendous sense of satis-
factiog, musl Feel a tremendous sense of combort having heard that, in
the Budget for 2003, no unnecessary burdens are being ptaced on them,
at any level whatsoever, and that, once again, the sense of feeling-good
will prevail as we continue to make solid progress in 2003,

Thank vou, Mr Speaker, /4 pplausef
The Speaker: Thank you, Honcurable Member.
Henoyrable Minister of Parliamentary Atfairs,

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud: Mr Spegker, in the tradition of the
Westminster Parliamentary System, ! nse to conclude this debate. In se
doing, 1 wish 1o aliude to the tact that the Budget covers a wide field of
development, andit has gone to the minuta detail ofidentitving projects
to be pursued duning this year. The budger has broken atradition, in that
pains were taken to point specifically at what action will be taken to
bring about 4 better way oflife to take care of the well being and welfare
ofthe people, and to pursue a course which will maintain some degree
of growth and stability of cur currency. Thoze sre important areas for
profound consideration in any budget,

For me, it was an cducation listening to the Minisiers speaking.
And ] can safely congratulate them all in managing their Minigtries effi-
ciently, and for working under extremely difficnlt conditions and circum-
stances.

Cruyana has problems, It [aces many difficulties. Bui | am one of
those who has always been forward-looking and optimistic, and Twan
to share that optimism this afternoon with the nation, that the fisture srill
holds geed for a berter Guyana, and for z happier people. fdpplonse |
What is mote, is that when you traverse this country and you speak with
its people of ali races, creeds, colours, walks of Bife, of all strata of Tife,
you find that they ave ali concerned aboul their con nfry, its develonment
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ite people and, grven a chance, the majoricy, #nd more than the majority,
will contribute effectively 1o the development of this nation

I want i convey to the nation this affernoon, thig while we have not
succeeded in cngaging the opposition i the National Assembly, we have
heen engaging them otherwise. What is going on is to recencile to bring
people closer fogether, to iron out differences, and to reach resolutions,
which will influénce s progressive course for the fisture of this nation. 1
say that with a great degree of confidence; confidence not only in the
country, butin its people

Mr Speaker, as you are aware, very shortly a motion wil be broaaght
to the Mational Assembly - probably early in the new week - to set up
the Parliamentary Management Committee, That 15 a new feature, and
Guyana is taking the lead in the Caribbean

What is more is, when one carefully peruses the constitutional
changes, one finds that Guyana’s Constitution is the most advanced in
the Caribbean. Inclusivity is not merely a word now in Guyana, butit is
a reality, and there are constitutional mechanisms, constitutional instru-
meits, constitutional changes, which will bring about that inclusivity. In
that, this Government has been committed, still remains commutted, to
broadening the scope of our democracy, 10 ensunng that there is in-
volvement of the people at all levels, not only at the political, constitu-
tional and opposition levels, but inthe wider society - In business, la-
bour, culture and all fields of life. 1 look forward to the future still with
confidence and with hope that 2003 will be a belter year,
T was reading the 1990 Budget last night, which was presented by Mr
Carl Greenidge, and he confessed in writing in the Budget, of coursa,
that infrastructure in 1990 had collapsed - including sehools. We took
this country from that state of collapse - virtual disasier - and moved it
forward, You can look at any cormer of this country today and you will
find clear testimorsy, visible and conspicuous evidence of expansion and
development .. Thanks to the PPR/C Government, JAppiause] We
have functioned under difficult times, as all the speakers have alluded to
bat, notwithstanding ihe inpediments, the hurdles, L hirests of varying
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kinds, we stood our grounds and have brought the ship this far. 1 have
1o doubt that we can take it across to that shore where all the people
will find comiort, happiness and prosperity in the land of their birth

The world is becoming more and more troubled, more and more
challenging. While we think our problems are inpumerable, and prob-
ably insurmountable, when one examines the troubles of other parts of
the warld one finds that difficulties out there are probably greater than
we have got here. We must resolve, at this time of our history, to move
forward with faith and confidence and, if we do, and if we act with the
feeling and tendency of togetherness or oneness, we can take Guyana
aut of its difficult fimes into a time which we all welcome and fieel happy
ahout Bving in

This Government came to office out of a democratic process -
whether it was 1992_ 1997 or 2001. Not only were we democratically
elected, but those elections were certified as fair and free. So the an-
gwer is that the PPP/C Government 15 a legitimate Government. All the
political parties which contested the elections contested under those
constitutional instruments and those instruments provided for a goven.
ment and an opposition. OFf course, the PPPIC has to its eredit the fact
that it, together with other political parties and other citizens, created &
constitietional mechanise for our Constiution to be reviewed from time
totime. But, pending those reviews, pending any possible changes, |
think each person in this House took &n oath to observe and honout the
tenets of the Constitugon, And each oneof us has our constitutional role
to play. What 1 want to call for ths afternoon, 1s for all congerned 1o
play their constitaonal role effectively and in the interest of the country
Putting Guyana first should not remain a stogan, or ought not tobe a
slogan. Tt should be a fact. 1fyou care for the people, if you care for the
country, if you want a better country and happier people. then we have
Lo wpri fior 1t

Confinued in Part £J
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Mr Speaker, | am corvinced that, though the problems appear innumer-
able - possibly some would feel insurmountable — they can be easily
overcome, If we put our shoulders to the wheel, | am sure we can
conguer all the negatives and evils and find success and prosperity for all
the people of Guvane,

I want to close on the high note of & call for uniry at this ume. Asl
said, I am speaking conventionally this aflernoon. Twant to call on all
the people - let us get together, et us come together, let us follow the
noble and ideal path of togetherness and, if we de, we will move this
country farward wherean, not only the adults will benefit, but the chil-
dren, and the children vet to come, will be able to bve in & Guyana
prosperous, 8 Guyana progressive, and & Guyana in which all of us can
find peace. We must stand up against evil, we must stand up against
wrong, we must stand up against threat, we must stand up against al: that
can have a negative impact on this country. Once we show that kind of
nobility inour thoughts, our decisions and our actions, we would have
been making an invaluable contribution at this time.

Mir Speaker, the Budget is a good one. 1 commend the Minister,
and Fash that we afl vote appropriately for it at the appropriate time. ]
wish (yyana all success inthe future.

- vl
{Applaase]
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The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Memiber.

Honourable Members, this compleres the general debate onthe
Budget But, before we take the general suspension, | that
we consider and dispose of the Report of the Business Sub-Committes
of the Committee of Supply on the allocation of time for the considera-
tion of the 2003 Estimates of Expenditure by the Committee of Supply.
The Sub-Committes passed a Resolution on the matter. Copies of the
Sub-Committees Minutes, Resolution and Schedule have been circu-
lated The Honourable Member, the Minister of Finance will kindly
move the motion

Also, we will begzin consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure
for the year 2003, We will have to go into the Cammittee of Supply for
this purpose.

IN COMMITTEE

The Chairman: Honourable Members, the Committee of Supply has
allocated three deys for the Estimates for 2003 and considered the allo-
cation of time for the consideration of the 2003 Estimates of Expend:-
ture in the Committee of Supply. The Sub-Commitiee passed a resolu-
tion on the matter Copies of the Sub-Committee’s Mimutes, Resolution
and Schedule have been circulated  Would the Honourable Minister of
Finance kindly move the motion?

Hon Saisnarine Kowlessar: Mr Chairman, T move that the Commut-
tee of Supply agree with the Business Sub-Commitsee in its resolution,

Question that

the Commitiee of Supply agrees with the Business Sub-
Commitiee in iis resofution

Put and carried.

Honaurable Metmberg, the Committes of Suoply hasheen allncated thres
6/62
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days for the consideration of the Estimates. Consideration will begin
today and will be in sccordance with the Resoiution of the Sub-Com-
mutiee

ASSEMBLY RESUMED

The Speaker: Honourable Members, I think that this is a good time 1o
take the suspension. The sitting will resume in half of an hour and, upen
its resumptios, we will begin consideration of the Estimates,

SUSPENSION OFASSEMBLY AT 17:34H
RESUMPTION OFASSEMBLY AT 18:17TH
The Speaker: The Sitting is resumed. Please, be sealed

Honourable Members, the Assembly will resolve itself into Commttee
of Supply to begin consideration of the Estimates of Expendityre For
The Year 2003

IN COMMITTEE

The Chairman: We will now proceed in accordance with the Sub-
Commirtee's Resolution and Schedule. Will Members kindly ge1 Yol-
ume 17

Pages 30 and 31

AGENCY i1 - OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, Programme 1 -
Head Office Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $998,013,000 for Agency 01 -
Office of the President, Programme | - Head Office Admmistration -
stands part of the Estimates

Agency 01 - Offic of the President, Programme Office Adminis-
tration - $998 013,009 agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates

W ES
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Pages 32 and 33

AGENCY 21 - OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, Programme 2 -
Presidential Advisory (Cabinet and Other Services)

Question is proposed that the sum of $111,305,000 for Agency 01 -
Office of the President, Programme 2 - Presidential Advisory (Cabinet
and Other Services) - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 01 - Office of the President, Programme 2 - Presidential
Advisory (Cabinet and Other Services)- $111,305,000 - agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 36 and 37

AGENCY 01 - OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, Programme 4 -
Amerindian Development

Question 15 proposed that the sum of $87 636,000 for Agency 01 -
Office of the President, Programme 4 - Amenndian Development - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 01 - Office of the President, Programme 4 - Amerindian
Development - 587,636,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 38 and 39

AGENCY 01 - OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, Programme & -
Public Policy and Planning

Question is proposed that the sum $629 000 for Agency 01 - Office of
the President, Programme 5 - Public Policy and Planning - stands part of
the Estimates.

Agency 01 - Office of the President, Programme 5 - Public Policy
and Planning - 629,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

6/64
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Pages 456 and 457

DIVISION 501 - OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Duestion 15 proposed that the sum of $5 18,835,000 for Diision 501 -
{MTice of the President - stands part of the Estimates.

Division 501 - Office of the President - $518,835,000 - agreed Lo
and erdered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages §0 and ]

AGENCY 09 - PUBLIC AND POLICE SERVICE COMMIS-
SIONS, Programme 1 - Public and Police Service Commissions

Question is proposed that the sum of §33,070,000 for Agency (49 -
Public and Police Service Commissions, Programme | - stands pan of
the Estimsates.

Agency 09 -Public and Police Service Commissions, Programme
1 - 833,070,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
martes.

Pagedil

DIVISION S05- CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Project Code
25002) PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Question s proposed that the sum of §1,538,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25002) - Public Service Com-
mission - stands part of the Estimates,

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25002) Pub-
lic Service Commission - 51,238,000 - agreed ro and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 84 and 85

B G
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AGENCY 10 - TEACHING SERVICE COMMISSION, Pro-
eramme 1 - Teaching Service Commission

Cluestion is proposed that the sum of $31,266,000 for Agency 10 -
Teaching Service Commission, Programme 1 - Teaching Service Com-
mssion - stands part of the Esumates.

Agency 10 - Teaching Service Commission, Programme 1 - Teach-
ing Service Commission - 831,266,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates.

Pagedél

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Project Code
25008) - TEACHING SERVICE COMMISSION

Question is proposed that the sum of 32,693 000 for Constitutional
Agencies (Project Code 25008) Teaching Service Commission - stands
part af the Estimates.

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25008) -
Teaching Service Commission - 32,695,000 - agreed to and or-
dered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 88 and 89

AGENCY 11 - ELECTIONS COMMISSION, Programme 1 -
Elections Commission

Question is proposed that the sum of $238,633 000 for Agency 11 -
Elections Commission, Programme | - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 11 - Elections Commission, Programme 1 - Elections Com-
mission - 3238,633,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pape 461

B
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DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Project Code
25010) - GUYANA ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $6,000,000 for Division 505 -
Comstiutional Agencies (Project Code 25010% - Guyana Elections Com-
mission - stards part of the Estimates,

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25010} -
Guyana Elections Commission - 36,000,000 - agreed to and or-
dered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 276 and 277

AGENCY 53 - GUYANA DEFENCE FORCE, Programune 1 - De-
fence Headquarters

Question is proposed that the sumof 32,737 682,000 for Agency 53 -
Guyana Defence Force, Programme | - Defence Headquarters - stands
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 53 - Guyana Defence Force, Programme 1 - Defence
Headquarters - 52,737 682,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 290 and 291

AGENCY 57 - OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN, Programme 1
- Ombudsman

Question & proposed that the sum of 313,900, (0{] for Agency 57 -
Office of the Ombudsman, Programme | - Ombudsman - stands part of
the Estimates.

Agency 57 - Office of the Ombuodsman, Programme [ - Ombuds-
man - $13,900,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Page 461



Wediesiday & dpril 2603

DIVISION 505 - OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN (Project Code
25005)

Question is proppsed that the sum of $180,000 for Division 505 - Of-
fice of the O'mbudsman (Project Code 25005) - stands part of the Esti-
mates,

Division 505 - Office of the Ombudsman (Project Code 25009) -
%180,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 254 and 295

AGENCY 58 - PUBLIC SERVICE APPELLATE TRIBUNAL,
Programme | - Public Service Appellate Tribunal

Question is proposed that the sum of 20,030,000 for Agency 58 -
Public Service Appellate Tribural, Programme 1 - Public Service Ap-
pellate Tribunal - stands part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 58 - Public Service Appellate Tribunal, Programme 1 -
Public Service Appellate Tribunal - $10,030,000 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 461

DIVISTON 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Project Code
25009) - FUBLIC SERVICE APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

Question is proposed that the sum of $1,500,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25009) - Public Service Appel-
late Tribunal - stands part of the Estimates.

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25009) -
Public Service Appellate Tribunal - 51,500,000 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 42 and 43

6/68



iVedmerdzp B Aprld 2003

AGENCY 02 - OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER, Programme
1 - Prime Minister's Secretariai

Question i proposed that the sum of 39,748,000 for Agency 02 -
Office of the Prime Minister, Programme 1 - Prime Minister's Secre.
taniat - stards part of the Estimates,

Agency 02 - Ofice of the Prime Minister, Programme 1 - Prime
Minister's Secretarial - 339, 748,000 - agreed 1o and ordered 1o
stand part of the Estimates,

That brings us to an end of the Prime Minister's Office
Pages 148 and 145

AGENCY 31 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM-
MUNICATTONS, Programme 1 - Ministry Administration

Quiestion is proposed that the sum of 3669 457 000 for Agency 31 -
Ministry of Public Works and Communications, programme 1 - Minis-
iy Administration - stands pan of the Estimates.

Agency 31 - Ministry of Public Works and Communications, Pro-
gramme 1 - Ministry Administration - 668,547,000 - agreed 1o
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 150 and 151

AGENCY 31 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM-
MUNICATTONS, Programme 2 - Public Works

Cuiestion is proposed that the sum of $201,935,000 for Agency 31 -
Minastry of Public Works and Commumications, Programme 2 - Pubhc
Works - stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 31 - Ministry of Public Works and Communications, Pro-
gramme 2 - Pablic Works - 201, 938 (00 - agreed Lo and ordered
to stand part of the Estimares.

GIRE



Wednenduy ¥ April 2003
Peges 152 and 153

AGENCY 31- MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMIU-
NICATIONS, Programme 3 - Communications and Transport

Question 15 proposed that the sum of §35, 525,000 for the Agency 31 -
dinistry of Public Works and Communications, Programme 3 - Com-
mumications and Transport - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 31 - Ministry of Public Works and Communications, Pro-
gramme 3 - Communications and Transport - §35,525,000 - agreed
to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Page 474

DIVISION 517 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM-
MUNICATIONS - AIR TRANSPORT REFORM PRO-
GRAMME

Question is propoesed that the sum of $861,596_ 000 for Division 517 -
Ministry of Public Works and Communications - Air Transport Reform
Programme - stands part of the Estimates

Division 517 - Ministry of Public Werks and Communications -

Air Transport Reform Frogramme - 861,596,000 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Page d76

DIVISION 519 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM.-
MUNICATIONS - SEA DEFENCES

Question is proposed that the sum of $553, 500,000 for Division 519 -
Mimstry of Public Works and Communications - Sea Defences - stands
part of the Estimates.
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Division 51% - Ministry of Public Works and Communications -

Sen Defences - 353,500,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 477 and 478

DIVISION 520 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM-
MUNICATTONS

Question is proposed that the sum of $555 800,000 for Division 520
Ministry of Public Works and Communications - stands part of the Es-
timates,

Division 520 - Ministry of Public Works and Communications -
556,800,000 - ggreed to ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 509 and 510

DIVISION 548 - MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COM-
MUNICATTONS - BRIDGES/ROADS

Chuestion 5 proposed that the sum of $2,695, 500,000 for Division S48
- Mimsstry of Public Works and Commumications - BrdgesRoads - stands
part of the Estimates.

Division 548 - Ministry of Public Warks and Communications -
Bridges/Roads - 32,695,500,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

The Chairman: Honourable Members, it seems as ifthere are no ques-
rions being asked in relation to the Estimates. The Standing Orders on
Page 40 No, 65 (2) allows each Head to be put, | propose therefore
thet instead of gong through each item under sach Head that each Head
be pul. What vou sec below a Head are all the items and that 15 put
normally for facilitating Members asking guestions, | notice that Mem-
hers are not asking questions. What Twould recommend is that we put
each Head hut that any Merber who wishes to ash 2 question can ask

i 71
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a question on any iwem under the Head and | will give adequate time
befare we move on (o the rext Head. Would that be to your satisfac-
ton?

{Members reply i the affimative]
Pages 72 and 73

AGENCY 07 - PARLIAMENT OFFICE, Programme 1 - National
Assembly

Chestion is proposed that the sum of $233,2835 000 for Agency 07 -
Parliament Office, Programme 1 - National Assembly - stands pant of
the Estimates.

Agency 07 - Parliament Office, Programme | - National Assembly -
£233 285,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part ofthe Estimates

Page 461

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONAL AGENCIES (Project Code
25003) - PARLIAMENT BUILDING

Ciestion is proposed that the sum of $14,000 000 for Division 305 -
Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 250:03) - Parliament Bulding -
stands part of the Estimates.

Division 3035 - Constitutional agencies (Project Code 25003} - Par-
lisment Building - 514,000,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Page 461

IHVISION 305 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Project Code
15011) - LAND TRANSFORT
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Question is proposed that the sum of 33,600,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25011) - Land Transpor - stands
part ofthe Estimates

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25011) - Land
Trangport - $3,600,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 106 and 107
There is enly one agency here.

AGENCY 15 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND INTER-
NATIONALCO-OFERATION, Programme 1 - Forelgn Trade and
International Co-operation

Question is proposed that the sum of $1,000 for Agency 15 - Ministry
of Foreign Trade and Infernational Co-operation, Programme | - For-
eign Trade and International Co-operation - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 15 - Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Co-op-
eration, Programme 1 - Foreign Trade and International Co-op-
eration - $1,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates.

Page 512

DIVISION 550 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE AND IN-
TERNATIONAL CO- OPERATION

Question is proposed that the sum of $5,500,000 for Division 530 -
Miristry of Foreign Trade and International Co-operation - stands part
of the Estimates.

Division 550 - Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Co-
operation - 55,500,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

£ T3
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Pages 52 and 53

AGENCY 04 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Programme
I - Ministry Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $386,287, (0 for Agency 04 -
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Programme 1 - Ministry Administration -
stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 04 - Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Programme 1 - Ministry
Administration - 3386,287,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 54 and 55

AGENCY 04 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Programme
2 - Foreign Relations

Cnzestion is proposed that the sum of 1,042,075 000 for Agency 04,
Programune 042 - Foreign Relations - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 04 - Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Programme 2 - Foreign
Relations - $1,042,075,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 56 and 57

AGENCY 04 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Programme
3 - Foreign Trade and International Co-operation

Question is proposed that the sum of $72, 159,000 for Agency (4, Pro-
gramme 3 - Foreign Trade and International Co-operation - stands pan
of the Estimates.

Agency 04 - Ministry of Fareign Affairs, Programme 3 - Foreign

Trade and International Co-operation - 572,159,000} - agreed io
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

&IT4
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Page 462
DIVISION 506 - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Question is proposed that the sum of $21, 400,000 for Division 506 -
Ministry of Foreign Affairs - stands pan of the Esumates.

Division 506 - Ministry of Foreign AfTairs - 821,400,000 - agreed
to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 200 and 201

AGENCY 44 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE. YOUTHAND SPORT,
Programme 1 - Ministry Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $87, 754 000 for Agency 44 -
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 1 - stands part of the
Estirmates.

Agency 44 - Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 1 -
Ministry Administration - $87,794,000 - agreed to and ordered 1o
stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 202 and 203

AGENCY 44 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT,
Programme 2 - Culture

(estion is proposed that the sum of $138, 702,000 for Agency 44 -
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 2 - Culfure - stands
part af the Estimates,

Agency 44 - Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 2 -
Culture - $138,702,000 - agreed to and ordered Lo stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 204 and 205
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AGENCY 44 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT,
Programme 3 - Youth

Question is proposed that the sum of $41.512,000 for Agency 44 -
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Spon, Programme 3 - Youth - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 44 - Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 3 -
Youth - 541,512,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Pages 206 and 207

AGENCY 44 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT,
Programme 4 - Sports

Question is proposed that the sum of 364,480,000 for Agency 44 -
Mindstry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 4 - Sports - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency #4 - Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 4 -
Sports - $64,480,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Pages 208 and 200

AGENCY 44 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH AND SPORT,
Programme 5 - Youth, Entreprenenrial Skills Training

Question is proposed that the sum of $175,607 000 for Agency 44 -
Mimstry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 5 - Youth Entrepre-
neurial Skills Training - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 44 - Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport, Programme 5 -
Youth, Entrepreneurial Skilis Traming - $175,607.000 - agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Fage 500
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DIVISION 541 - MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH AND
SPORT

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $53, 500,000 for Divisiop 541 -
Ministry of Cubture, Youth and Sport - stands pant of the Estimates.

Division $41 - Ministry of Colture, Youth and Sport - £53,500,000
- agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 158 and 159

AGENCY 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Programmie 1 - Main
Office

Question is proposed that the sum of $271,929,000 for the Ministry of
Education. Programme | - Main Office - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 41 - Ministry of Education, Programme 1 - Main Office -
$271,929,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates.

Page 160 and 161

AGENCY 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Programme 2 -
National Education Policy, Implementation and Supeérvision

Question 1 proposed that the sum of $108,135 000 for Agency 41 -
Ministry of Education, Programme 2 - National Education Policy, Im-
plementation and Superasion - stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 41 - Ministry of Education, Programme 2 - National Edu-
cation Policy, Implementation and Supervision - S108135,004 -
agreed to and orders to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 162 and 163

AGENCY 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Programme 3 —
Ministry Adminigtration
i
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{Juestion is proposed that the sum of $713,996,000 for Agency 41 -
Mhnistry of Education, Programme 3 - Ministry Administration - stands
part of the Estimates

Agency 41 - Minlsiry of Education, Programme 3 - Ministry Ad-
ministration - $713,996,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates,

Pages 164 and 165

AGENCY 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Programme 4 -
Training and Development

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $420,995 000 for Agency 41 -
Ministry of Education, Programme 4 - Training and Development - stands
part afthe Estimates

Agency 41 - Ministry of Education, Programme 4 - Training and
Development - 3420,995,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 166 and 167

AGENCY 41 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, Programme 5 -
Education Delivery

Chaestion is proposed that the sum of $2,646,840,000 for Agency 41 -
Ministry of Education, Programme 5 - Education Delrvery - stands pan
of the Estimates,

Agency 41 - Ministry of Educatian, Programme 5 - Education
Delivery - 52,646,840,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.
Pages 502 and 503

DIVISION 543 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

B 7a
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Oniestion is proposed that the sum of $526,077 000 for Divigion 543 -
Ministry of Education - stands part of the Estimates,

Division 543 - Ministry of Education - $526,077,000 - agreed (o
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 504

DIVISION 544 - MINTSTRY OF EDUCATION SECONDARY
SCHOOL REFORM PROJECT

Question is proposed that the sum of $508,244,000 for Division 544 -
Ministry of Education - Secondary School - stands part of the Esti-
rAles,

Division 544 - Ministry of Education - Secondary School -
$508,244,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates.,

Page 508

DIVISION 547 - GUYANA EDUCATION ACCESS PROJECT
(Project Code 26001)

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $740,000,000 for Division 347 -
Guyana Education Access Project - stands part of the Estimates.

Division 547 - Guyana Education Access Project - $740,000,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 516

DIVISION 553 - BASIC EDUCATION ACCESS AND MAN-
AGEMENT SUPPORT PROGREAMME (Project Code 12001)

{uestion is proposed that the sum of $372,574,000 for Division 533 -
Basic Education Access and Management, Support Programme - stands
part of the Estimates.

&G
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Division 353 - Basic Edocation Acvess and Management Support
Programme - $372,974,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 94 and 95

AGENCY 13- MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT, Programme 1 - Main Office

Question is proposed that the sum of $19,796,000 for Agency 13 -
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development, Programme
1 - Main Office - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 13 - Ministry of Local Government and Regional Devel-
opment, Programme 1| - Main Office - 519,796,000 - agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 96 and 57

AGENCY 13 - MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
REGIONALDEVELOPMENT, Programme 2 - Ministry Admin-
istration

Question is proposed that the sum of $16,105,000 for Agency 13 -
Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development, Programme
2 - stanls part of the Estimates

Agency 13 - Ministry of Local Government and Regional Devel-
opment, Programme 2 - Ministry Administration - $16,105000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 98 and 99

AGENCY 13 - MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT. Programnte 3 - Regional Devel-

opIrent
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(Juestion is proposed that the sum of $71,677,000 for Agency 13 -
Mirusiry of Local Government and Regional Development, Programme
3 - Regional Development - stands pant of the Estimates.

Agency 13 - Ministry of Local Government and Regional Devel-
opment, Programme 3 - Regional Development - $71,677,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 486

DIVISION 527 - MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Question is proposed that the sum of $1, 125,405,000 for Division 527
- Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development - stands
part of the Estimates.

Division 527 - Ministry of Local Government and Regional De-
velopment - §1,125,405,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 300 and 301

AGENCY 71 - REGION 1: BARIMA/WAINIL, Programme 1 -
Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $39,208 000 for Agency 71 -
Region | Barima/'Weini, Programme |- Regional Administration and
Finance - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 71 - Region 1: BarimaWaini, Programme 1 - Regional
Administration and Finance - $39 208,000 - agreed to and ovdered
1o stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 304 and 305

A1



Weduasday ¥ Aprd 200

AGENCY 71 - REGION 1: BARIMA/WAINIL, Programme 3 -
Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $81, 177,000 for Agency 71 -
Region |- Barima/Weini, Programme3 - Public Works - stands part of
the Estimates.

Agency 71 - Region 1: Barima/Waini, Programme 3 - Public Works
- 81,177,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates,

Pages 306 and 307

AGENCY 71 - REGION 1: BARIMA/WAINI, Programme 4 -
Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of $236,334,000 for Agency 71 -
Region |; Barima/Waini, Programme 4 - Education Delivery - stands
part of the Estimates,

Agency 71 - Region 1: Barima/Waini, Programme 4 - Education
Delivery - $236,334,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 308 and 309

AGENCY 71 - REGION 1: BARIMA/WAINI, Programme 5 -
Health Services

Question is proposed that the sum of 107,502,000 for Agency 71 -
Region 1: Barima/Waini, Programme 5 - Health Services - stands part
of the Estimates.

Agency T1 - Region 1: BarimaWaini, Programme 3 - Health Serv-

ices - 107,502,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Eaz
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Page 490

DIVISION 531 - REGION 1: BARIMA/WAINI

(uestion 15 proposed that the sum of $79,250,000 for Division 531 -
Region 1: BarimaWaini - stands part of the Estimates

Division 531 - Region 1: Barima™Waini - $79,250,000 - agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 314 and 315

AGENCY 71 - REGION 2: POMEROON/SUPENAAM, Pro-
gramme 1 - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $61,525,000 for Agency 72 -
Regon 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme | - Regional Administra-
tion and Finance,

Agency 72 - Region 2; Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 1 - Re-
gional Administration and Finance - 561,525,000 - agreed 1o and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 316 and 317

AGENCY 71 - REGION 2: POMEROON/SUPENAAM, Pro-
gramme 2 - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of §101,057,000 for Agency 72 -
Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenagm, Programme 2 - Regional Admunistra-
tion and Finance - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 71 - Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 2 - Re-
gional Adminiseration and Finance - $101,.057,000 - agreed 10 and
ordered 1o stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 318 and 319

683
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AGENCY 72- REGION 2: POMEROON/SUPENAAM, Pro-
gramme 3 - Public Works

Question 15 proposed that the sum of 363,381,000 for Agency 72 -
Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 3 - Public Works - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 71 - Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 3 - Pub-
lic Works - 563,381,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 320 and 321

AGENCY 72 - REGION 2: POMEROON/SUFPENAAM, Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery

Cruestion 15 proposed that the sum of $535,799,000 for Agency 72 -
Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 4 - Education Delivery -
stands part of the Estmates,

Agency 71- Region 2: Pomercon/Supenaam, Programme 4 - Edu-
cation Delivery - $539,799,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 322 and 323

AGENCY 72 - REGION 2: POMEROON/SUPENAAM, Pro-
gramme 5 - Health Services

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $169, 546,000 for Agency 72 -
Region 2; Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 5 - Health Services - stands
part of the Estrmates

Agency 72 - Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam, Programme 5 -
Health Services - $169,546,000 - agreed to and ordered 1o stand
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part of the Estinuates.

Page 491
DIVISION 532 - REGION 2;: POMEROON/SUPENAAM

Question is proposed that the sum of $166,350,000 for Division 532 -
Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam - stands part of the Estimates.

Division 532 - Region 2: Pomeroon/Supenaam - $166,350,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 328 and 329

AGENCY 73 - REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDSWEST DEM-
ERARA, Programme | - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $96, 540,000 for Agency T3 -
Region 3, Essequibo Islands/ West Demerara, Programme | « Regional
Administration and Finance - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 73 - Region 3: Essequibo Islands"West Demerara, Pro-
gramme 1 - Regional Administration and Finance - 96 540,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 130 and 331

AGENCY 73 - REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDS/'WEST DEM-
ERARA, Programme 2 - Agriculture

{Question 15 proposed that the sum of $127,591,000 for Agency 73 -
Region . Essequibo Isiands/Wesi Demerara, Programme 2 - Agricul-
ture - stands pars of the Estimares.

Agency 73 - Region 3: Essequibo lslands/'West Demerara, Pro-
gramume I - 512,591,000 - agreed v and ordered (o siand parl of
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the Estimates.

Peges 332 and 333

AGENCY 73 - REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDS/WEST
DEMERARA, Programme 3 - Public Works

Chugstion 12 proposed that the sum of 349,892,000 for Agency 73 -
Region 3 Essequibo Tslands/West Demerara - Programme 3 - Public
Works - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 73 - Region 3: Essequibo Islands/West Demerara - Pro-
gramme 3 - Pablic Works - $49,892,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 334 and 335

AGENCY 73- REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDS/WEST DEM-
ERARA, Frogramme 4 - Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of $7%0,590,000 for Agency 73 -
Region 3: Essequibo Islands"West Demerara, Programme 4 - Educa-
tion Delivery - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 73 - Region 3: Essequibo Islands/West Demerara, Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery - $790,590,000 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 336 and 337

AGENCY 73- REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDSWEST DEM-
ERARA, Programme 5 - Health Services

Cuestion 1z proposed that the sum of $334.164, 000 for Agency 73 -
Region 3 Essequibo Islands West Demerara, Programme 5 - Health
Services - stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 73 - Region 3: Essequibo BlasdsWest Demerars, Pro-
fy BG
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gramme 5 - Healih Services - $334,164,000 - agreed to and or-
dered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pape 452

DIVISION 533 - REGION 3: ESSEQUIBO ISLANDS/'WEST
DEMERARA

{uestion 15 proposed that the surm of $130, 500,000 for Division 533 -
Region 3. Essequibo IslandsWest Demerara - stands part of the Esti-
mates.

Division 533 - Region 3: Essequibo Islands/West Demerara -
§130,500,000 - agreed to and ordered 1o stand part of the Esti-
mates.

Pages 342 and 343

AGENCY 74 - REGION 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA, Pro-
gramme 1 - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is propased that the sum of $74,718,000 for Agency 74 -
Remon 4: Demerara/Mahaica, Programme 1 - Regional Admimistration
and Finance - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 74 - Region 4: Demerara/Mahaica, Programme 1 - Re-
gional Administration and Finance - 74,718,000 - agreed to and
ordered 1o stand part of the Estimates

Pages 344 and 345

AGENCY 74 - REGION 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA, Pro-
gramme 2 - Agriculiure

Cuestion s proposed that the sum of 581,172,000 for Agency 74 -
Region 4. Demerara/™ahaica, Programme 2 - Agriculture - stands past
of the Estmates
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Agency 74 - Region 4: Demerara/Mshaica, Programme 2 - Agri-
calture - $81,172,000 - agreed o and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Pages 3146 and 347

AGENCY 74 - REGTON 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA, Pro-
gramme 3 - Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $87,627,000 for Agency 74 -
Region 4; Demerara/Mahaica, Programme 3 - Public Works - stands
part of the Estimates,

Agency 74 - Region 4: Demerara/Mahaica, Programme 3 - Pub-
lic Works - 587,627,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 348 and 349

AGENCY 74 - REGION 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA, Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of §1 026,213 000 for Agency 74 -
Region 4: Demerara™ahaica, Programme 4 - Education Defivery -
stands pan of the Estimates,

Agency 74 0 Region 4: Demerarn/Mahaica, Programme 4 - Edu-
cation Delivery - $1,026,213,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 350 and 331

AGENCY 74 - REGION 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA, Pro-
gramme 5 - Health Services

Question is proposed that the sum of $103, 735,000 for Agency 74 -
Region 4- Demerara/Mahaica, Programme 5 - Health Faciinies - stands

part of the Estimates,
6/88
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Agency 74- Region 4: Demerara/™ahaica, Programme 5- Health
Services - $103,735,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates,

Page 493
DIVISION 534 - REGION 4: DEMERARA/MAHAICA

Question is proposed thai the sum of 81,671,000 for Division 534 -
Region 4 Demerara™ahaics - stands part of the Estimates

Division 534 - Region 4: Demerara™ahaica - 581,671.000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 356 and 357

AGENCY 75- REGION 5: MAHAICA/BERBICE, Programme
1 - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $30,205,000 for Agency 75 -
Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Prograrmme 1 - Regional Administration
and Finance - Stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 75- Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Programme | - Regional
Administration and Finance - 530,205,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 358 and 359

AGENCY 75- REGION 5; MAHAICA/BERCIE, Programme 2 -
Agriculture

Question is proposed that the sum of 558 842 000 for Agency 75 -
Region $: Mahaica/Rerhice, Programme 2 - stands part of the Esti-
metes.

Agency 75 - Hegion 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Progrumme 2 - Agricel-
fure - 358,542,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part of the

[T t-n]
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Estimates.

Pages 360 and 361

AGENCY 75 - REGION 5: MAHAICA/BERBICE, Frogramme
3 - Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $87 378,000 for Agency 75 -
Region 5; Mahaica/Berbice, Programme 3 - Public Works - stands part
of the Estimates.

Agency 75 - Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Programme 3 - Public
Works - $87,378,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Pages 362 and 363

AGENCY 75-REGION 5: MAHAICA/BERBICE, Programme
4 - Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of $468 866,000 for Agency 75 -
Region 5 Demerara™ahaica, Programme 4 - Education Delivery -
stands part of the Estimares,

Agency 75 - Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Programme 4 - Educa-
tion Delivery - $468,866,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 364 and 355

AGENCY 75 - REGION £ MAHAICA/BERBICE, Programme
5 - Health Services

Chiestion is proposed that the sum of $107 858 000 for Agency 75 -
Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Programme 5 - Health Services - stands
part of the Estimates

Agency 75 - Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice, Programme 5 - Health
B/ 40
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Services - 5107,958,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates

Page 494
DIVISION 535 - REGION 5: MAHAICA BERBICE

{uestion 18 proposed that the sum of 3128, 159,000 for Division 535 -
Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice - stands part of the Estimates

Division 535 - Region 5: Mahaica/Berbice - $128,159,000 - agreed
to and ordered to stand pari of the Estimates.,

Pages 370 and 371

AGENCY 76- REGION 6: EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE, Pro-
gramme | - Regional Administration and Finance

{Juestion is proposed that the sum of 341,356,000 for Agency 76 -
Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 1 - Regional Adminis-
tration and Finance - stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 76 - Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne, Frogramme 1 -
Regional Administration and Finance - Programme 1- 341,356,000
- agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 372 and 373

AGENCY 76- REGION 6 EAST BERBICE/ACORENTYNE, Pro-
gramme 2 - Agricalture

Question is proposed that the sum of $182,277 000 for Agency 76 -
Region 6 East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 2 - Agriculture - stands
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 76 - Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 2 -
Agriculture - 5182, 277,004 - agreed tn and ardered to stand part
of the Estimates.

6/91
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Pages 374 and 375

AGENCY 76- REGION 6;: EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE, Fro-
gramme 3 - Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $63 562 000 for Agency 76 -
Region 6; East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 3 - Public Works -
stands part of the Estimates

Agency 76 - Reglon 6: East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 3 -
Public Works - 63,562,000 - agreed to and ordered 1o stand part
of the Estimates,

Pages 376.and 377

AGENCY 76- REGION 6: EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE, Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of §881,137,000 for Agency 76 -
Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 4 - Education Delivery
- stards part of the Eshmates.

Agency 76 - Region 6; East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 4 -
Education Delivery - $881,137,000 - agreed to and ordered fo
siend part of the Estimates.

Pages 378 and 279

AGENCY 76- REGION 6: EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE, Pro-
gramme 5 - Health Services

(Question s proposed that the sum of 3440 498 000 for Agency 76 -
Region 6, East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 5 - Health Services -
stands part of the Estitmates.

Agency 76 - Region 6 - East Berbice/Corentyne, Programme 5 -
Health Services - 3440,498,0:00 - agreed to and ordered to stand

6/92
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part of the Estimates.

Pape 493
DIVISION 536 - REGION 6: FAST BERBICE/ACORENTYNE

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of §171, 250,000 for Division 536 -
Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne - Stands pant of the Estimares

Division 536 - Region 6: East Berbice/Corentyne - $171,250,000
- agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 384 and 3835

AGENCY 77- REGION 7: CUY UNIMAZARUNI, Programme
| - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $56,281,000 for Agency 77 -
Regon 7 CuyvunmMazanm, Programme 1 - Regional Administration and
Finance - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 77 - Region 7; Cuyuni/Mazaruni, Programme 771 - Re-
gional Administration and Finance - Programme 1 - 356,281,004 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 388 and 385

AGENCY 77- REGION 7: CUYUNIMAZARIUNL Programme 3
- Public Works

Question 15 proposed that the sum of $71,384,000 for Agency 77 -
Region 7. CuyuriMazarni, Programme 3 - Public Works - siands pait
of the Estimates

Agency 77 - Region 7: Coyuni/Mazaruni, Programme 3 - Public
Warks - 371,384 000 - agreed to and ordoncd to stand part of the
6/93
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Estimates.

Pages 390 and 391

AGENCY 77- REGION 7: CUYUNI/MAZARUNL Programme
4 - Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of $270,622,000 for Agency 77 -

Region 7 CuyuniMazanunt, Programme 4 - Education Delrvery - Stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 77 - Region 7: Coyuni/Mazaruni. Programme 4 - Educa-
tion Delivery - $270,622,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 392 and 393

AGENCY 77 -REGION 7: CUYUNIMAZARUNL, Programme
£ - Health Services

Question i5 proposed that the sum of $117,792,000 for Agency 77 -
Region 7. CuyuniMazaruni, Programme 5 - Health Services - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 77 - Region T: Cuyuni/Mazaruni, Programme 5 - Health
Services - $117,792,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 496
DIVISION 837 - REGION 7: CUYUNIMAZARLUNI

Duestion is proposed that the sum of $58 400,000 for Dhvision 537 -
Region 7. CuyuniMazarurni - stand part of the Estimates.

Division 537 - Region 7: CuyuniMazaruni - 359,400,000 - agreed
to and ordered to siand part of the Estimates,

. iy
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Pages 398 and 399

AGENCY 78 - REGTON 8: POTARO/SIPARUNL, Programme 1

—e AR SRR NE. BT

- Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $23,785,000 for Agency 78 -
Region 8: Potare/Siparumi, Programme 1 - Regional Administration and
Finance - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 78 - Region 8: Potare/Siparuni, Programme 1 - Regional
Administration and Finance- $23,785,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 400 and 401

AGENCY 78 - REGION 8: POTARO/SIPARUNT, ngrammei
- Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $36,694,000 for Agency 78 -
Region 8: Potaro/Siparuni, Programme 2 - Public Works - stands part
of the Estimates,

Agency 78 Region 8: Potare/Siparuni, Programme 2 - Public
Works - $36,694,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates,

Pages 402 and 403

AGENCY 78 - REGION 8: POTAROQ/SIPARUNT, Programme 3
- Education Delivery

Question is proposed that the sum of $90,354,000 for Agency 78 -
Region 8: Potaro/Siparuni, Programme 3 - Education Delivery - stands
part of the Estimnates.

Agency 78 - Region 8: Potaro/Siparuni, Programme 3 - Educa-
tion Delivery - $90,354,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Esiitmates.

B G5
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Pages 404 and 405

AGENCY 78 - REGION §: POTARO/STPARUNI, Programmie 4
- Health Services

Chuestion s proposed that the sum of $46,943,000 for Agency 78 -
Region & Potaro/Siparuni, Programme 4 - Health Services - stands part
of the Estimates

Agency 78 - Region 8: Potaro/Siparuni, Programme 4 - Health
Services - 546,945,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Page 497
DIVISION 538 - REGION 8: PORATOVSIPARUNI

Question is proposed that the sum of $63,100,000 for Division 538 -
Region 8; Potaro/Siparuni - stands part ofthe Estinnates

Division 538 - Region 8: Potaro/Siparuni - 563,100,000 - agreed
to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 410 and 411

AGENCY 79 - REGION 9: UPPER TAKUTU/UPPER
ESSEQUIBQO, Programme [ - Regional Administration and Fi-
nance

(Question is proposed that the sum of $41, 166 000 for Agency 79 -
Region 9: Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo, Programme | - Regional
Administration and Finance - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 79 - Region %: Upper Takutw/Upper Essequibo, Pro-
gramme | - Regional Administration and Finance - 341,166,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 412 and 413
#AE
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AGENCY 79 - REGION 9: UPPER TAKUTU/UFPER
ESSEQUIBO, Programme 2 - Agriculture

Question is proposed that the sum of $6,463,000 of Agency 79 - Re-

gion 9 Upper Takutw/Upper Essequibo, Programme 2 - Agriculture -
stands part of the Estimates

Mrs Shirley J Melville: Mr Chairman, under Programme 2 - Agri-
culture, we have under Acct Code 131 - Fuel and Lubricants; and we
also have under Acet Code 164 - Vehicle Spares and Service, but we
do not have a vehicle  Could the Honourable Minister give us an expla-
nation there please?

Hon Harvipersaud Nokta: Mr Chairman, the vehicle in question is in
Creorgetown undergoing repairs and as spon as it is finished it will be
refurned to the Region for use.

Ageney 79 - Region 9 Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo, Pro-
gramme 2 - Agriculture - 56,465,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates,

Pagesd 14 and 4138

AGENCY 79 - REGION % UPPER TAKUTU/UPPER
ESSEQUIBO, Programme 3 - Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $45,606,000 for Agency 79 -
Region 9: Upper Takutu/'Upper Essequibo, Programme 3 - Public Works
- stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 79 - Region 9 Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo, Pro-
gramme 3 - Public Works - $45,606,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 4 16and 417
AGENMCY 79 - REGION 2: UPPER TAKUTU/UPPER

57
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ESSEQUIBQ, Programme 4 - Education Delivery

{uestion is proposed that the sum of $213,514,000 for Agency 74 -
Regon 9 Upper TakutinUpper Essequibo, Programme 4 - Edecation
Dielivery - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 72 - Region 9 Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo. Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery - $213.514,000 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 418 and 419

AGENCY 79 - REGION 9: UPPER TAKUTU/UFPER
ESSEQUIB0O, Programme 5 - Health Services

(uestion is proposed that the sum of $82 871, 000 for Agency 79 -
Regon @ Upper TakutuUpper Essequibe, Programme § - Health Serv-
ices - stands part of the Estimares

Agency 79 - Region 2: Upper Takatu/Upper Essequibo, Pro-
gramme 5 - Health Services - $82,871,000 - ggreed to and or
dered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 498

DIVISION 539 - REGION 9: UPPER TAKUTU/UPPER
ESSEQUIBO

Questionis praposed that the sum of $100,300,000 for Division 539 -
Region @ Upper TakutuUpper Essequibo - stands part of the Esti-
maAates

Mrs Shirley J Melville: Mr Chairman, could the Hon Minisier ex-
plan what land development will be done this year in the housing scheme
in Culbert Ciny?

Hon Harripersaud Nokta: Mr Chairman, yes, land development
preparation will be done in Culvent City for a housing Scheme and the
a8
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works thar will be done are roads; the instaflation electricity supply and
waler

Mrs Shirley J Melville: Mr Chairman under Project Code 26003
Power Extension, could the Hon Minister explaim where the solar sys-
tems will be installed”

Hon Harripersaud Nokta: Mr Chairman, power extension will be
done at Achiwuib, Kaikumbay and Upukari

Division 539 - Region 9 Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo -
$100,300,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
MAates,

Papes 424 and 425

AGENCY 80 - REGION 1&: UPPER DEMERARA/UFPER
BERBICE, Programme 1 - Regional Administration and Finance

Question is proposed that the sum of $69,707,000 for Agency 80 -
Hegon 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Programme | - Regional
Adminastration and Finance - stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 80 - Region 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Pro-
gramme | - Regional Administration and Finance - $69, 707,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 428 and 429

AGENCY §0 - REGION 10: UPPER DEMERARA/UPPER
BERBICE, Programme 3 - Public Works

Question is proposed that the sum of $49,215,000 for Agency 80 -
Region 10 Upper Demerarapper Berbice, Programme 3 - Public
Works - stands part of the Fstimates.
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Agency 80 - Region 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Pro-
gramme 3 - Public Works - 349,215,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 430 and 431

AGENCY 80 - REGION 10: UPPER DEMERARA/UPPER
BERBICE, Programme 4 - Education Delivery

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $613,264,000 for Agency B0 -
Region 10 Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Programme 4 - Education
Delivery - stands pert of the Estimates,

Agency 80 - Region 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Pro-
gramme 4 - Education Delivery $613,264,000 - agreed to and or-
dered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 432 and 433

AGENCY 30 - REGION 10: UPPER DEMERARA/UPPER
BERBICE, Programme 5 - Health Services

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $147,040,000 for Agency B0 -
Region 10: Upper Demerara/Lipper Berbice, Programme 5 - Health
Services - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 80 - Region 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice, Pro-
gramme 5 - Health Services - $147,040,000 - agreed to and or-
dered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 499

DIVISION 540 - REGION 10: UPPER DEMERARA/ TPPER
BERBICE

Chaestion is proposed that the sum of 100, 700,000 for Divigion 540 -
Region 10 Upper Demerara/Tpper Berbice - stands part of the Esti-
fmabes.
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Division 340 - Region 10: Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice -
S100,700,000 - agreed to and ordered o stand pari of the Esti-
mates,

Pages 46 and 4

AGENCY 03 - MINISTRY OF FINANCE, Programme 1 - Minis-
try Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $4,945, 117,000 for Agency 03 -
Ministry of Finance, Programme | - Miristry Administration - stands
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 03 - Ministry of Finance, Programme 1 - Ministry Admin-
istration - $4,945,117,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates,

Pages 48 and 49

AGENCY 013 - MINISTRY OF FINANCE, Programme 21 - Ac-
countani General's Department

Question is proposed that the sum of $2,498 918,000 for Agency 03 -
Miristry of Finance, Programme 2 - Accountant General’s Department
- stands part of the Estimates

Agency 03 - Ministry of Finance, Programme 2 - Accountant Gen-
eral’s Department - 52,498,918,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 484 and 485
DIVISION 526 - MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Question is proposed that the sum of $9,200,600,000 tor Divsion 326
- Ministry of Finance - stands part of the Estimates

Division 526 - Ministry of Vinance - 52,200,605,850 - agrevd iv
& M
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and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 76and T7

AGENCY 08 - OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL, Pro-
gramme 1 - Office of the Auditor General

Qiestion 18 proposed that the sumof $13%9,038 000 for Agency 08 -
Office of the Auditor General, Programme | - stands part of the Esti-
mites,

Agency 08 - Office of the Anditor General, Programme 1 - Office
of the Auditor General - $139,038,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates.

Pagedal

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES, AUDITOR
GENERAL -(Project Code 12001)

Question is proposed that the sum of $300,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project Code 12001 ) - stands
part of the Estimates.

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General { Project
Code 12001) -$300,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES, AUDITOR
GENERAL (Project Code 24001)

Question 18 proposed that the sum of 53,600,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project Code 24001) - stands
part of the Estimates,

Division 305 - Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General {Project
Code 24001) - £3,600,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates,
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DIVISION 505 - CONSTTIUTIONALAGENCIES. AUTDITOR
GENERAL (Project Code 25001)

Question is propesged that the sum of §1,700,000 for Division 5035 -
Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project Code 25001} - stands
part of the Fstimates

Divisien 505 - Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project
Cuode 25001) - $1,700,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES, AUDITOR
GENERAL (Project Code 44001)

Question is proposed that the sum of $ 0,000,000 for Division 505 -
Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project Code 44001 ) - stangls
part of the Estimates,

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies, Auditor General (Project
Code 44001) - 30,000,000 - agreed to and ordered o siand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 434 and 435
AGENCY %0 - PUBLIC DEBT, Programme 1 - Public Debi

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $8,751,272,000 for Agency 80 -
Public Debt, Prograrme 1 - Public Debt - stands part of the estimates,

Agency 80 - Public Debt, Programme 1 - Public Debt -
$8,731,272,000 - agreed to and ordered to siand part of the Esti-
mates.

Pages 212 and 213

AGENCY 43 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER, Pro-
gramnme 1 - Housing and Warer
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Question it preposed that the sum of $360,045,000 for Agency 45 -
Ministry of Housing and Water, Programme 1 - Housing and Water -
stands parl of the Estimates,

Agency 45 - Ministry of Housing and Water, Programme 1 - Hous-
ing and Water - $360,045,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates,

Fage 48]

DIVISION 523 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER
(Project Code 25002)

Question is proposed that the sum of $1,000,000 for Dhivision 523 -
Ministry of Housing and Water {Project Code 25002) - stands part of
the Estimates.

Division 523 - Ministry of Housing and Water (Project Code 25002)
- 31,000,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
Tmates.

Page 482

DIVISION 524 -MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER - Wa-
ter Supply Improvement Project (Preject Cede 28001}

(Question is proposed that the sum of $200,070,060C for Division 524 -
Ministry of Housing and Water - Water Supplv Improvement Projeci
(Project Code 28001) - stands part of the Estimates.

DIVISION 524 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER -
Water supply Improvement Project (Project Code 28001) -
$290,070,000 - agreed to and ovdered o stand part of the Esti-
mates,

Page 489

E/104
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IMVISTON 530 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER -
HOLSING

Cheestion is proposed that the sum of$1, 155, 500 000 for Division 530
- Ministry of Housing and Water - Housing - stands part of the Esti-
mates.

Division 330 - Ministry of Housing and Water - Housing -
$1,155,500,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
maies,

Pages 514 and 515

DIVISION 552 - MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER - Guy-
ana Water Incorporated

Question is proposed that the sum of $1,506,330,000 for Division 552
- Ministry of Housing and Water - Guyana Water Incorporated - stands
part of the Estimates.

Division 352 - Ministry of Housing and Water - Guyana Water
Incorporated - $1,506,330,000 - agreed to and ardered fo stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 116and 117

AGENCY 21 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, Programme 1 -
Ministry Admimistration

Cruestion is proposad that the sum of $132, 149 000 for Agency 21 -

Ministry of Agniculure, Programme 1 - Ministry Administration - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 21 - Ministry of Agriculture, Programme 1 - Ministi'y Ad-
ministration - $132, 149,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates,
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Pages 118 and 119

AGENCY 21 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, Programme 2 -
Crons and Livestock Support Services

(Question 1s proposed that the sum of $631.353,000 for Agency 21 -
Ministry of Agriculture, Programme 2 - Crops and Livestock Support
Services - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 21 - Ministry of Agriculture, Programme 2 - Crops and
Livestock Support Services - $631,351 ,000 - agreed to and or
dered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 120 and 121

AGENCY 21 - MINISTRY QF AGRICULTURE, Programme 3 -
Fisheries

‘Question is proposed that the sum of $45,816,000 for Agency 21 -
Ministry of Agriculture, Programme 3 - Fisheries - stands part of the
Estimates,

Agency 21 - Ministry of Agriculture, Programme 3 - Fisheries -

$45,816,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates,

Pages 122 and 123

AGENCY 21 - MINISTRY OF AGRECULTURE, Programme 4 -
Hydrometeorelogical Services

Question i3 proposed that the sum of $85,809,000 for Agency 21 -
Ministry of Agricultire, Programme 4 - Hydrometeorological Services -
stands part of the Estimates,

‘Agency 21 - Ministry of Agriculiure, Programme 4 -
Hydrometeorological Services - 385,809,000 - agreed to and or-
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dered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 465 and 466
DIVISION 508 - MINISTRY OFAGRICULTURE

Question is proposed that the sum of $533, 500,000 for Division 508 -
Ministry of Agriculture - stands part of the Estimates.

Division S08 - Ministry of Agriculture - $533,500,000 - agreed 1o
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 467

DIVISION 509 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE - Rural Sup-
port Project (Project Code 17001])

Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $468, 986,000 for Division 509 -
Miristry of Agriculture - Rural Support Project (Project Cade 17001) -
stands part of the Estimates,

Division 509 - Ministry of Agriculture - Rural Support Project
(Project Code 17001} - $468,986,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates.

Page 463
DIVISION 510 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE - MMA ITT

Question is proposed that the sum of 366,500,000 for Division 310 -
Ministry of Agriculture - MMA T - stands part of the Estimates.

Division S10 - Ministry of Agriculture - MMA I - 866,500,000 -
agreed (o and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 469
DIVISION 512 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE - ARTISANAL
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FISHERY

Creestion 15 proposed that the sum of §2, 752,000 for Ministry of Agn-
culture - Artisanal Fishery - stands part of the Estimates.

Divigion 512 - Ministry of Agriculture - Artisanal Fishery -
$2,752,000 - ngreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 248 and 249

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, Programme 1 -
Secretarigl Services

Question i5 proposed that the sum of $61,589 000 for Agency 51 -
Mimistry of Home Affairs, Programme | - Secretaniat Services - stands
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 1 - Secre-
tariat Services - $61,589,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 250 and 251

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, Programme 2 -
(Gruyana Police Force

Question is proposed that the sum of 32,884,640 000 for Agency 51 -
Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 2 - Guyana Police Force - stands
part ofthe Estimates,

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 2 - Guyana
Police Force - §2,884,640,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 252 and 253

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, Programme 3 -
Guyana Prison Service

&l 1
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Cuestion is proposed that the sum of $437 428 000 for Agency 51 -
Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 512 - Guyans Prison Service -
stands part of the Estimates,

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 513 - Guyana
Prison Service - $437,428,000 - agreed 1o and ordered 1o siand
part of the Estimates.

Piges 254 and 255

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, Programme 4 -
Police Complaints Authority

Question 15 proposed that the sum of $11,862,000 for Agency 31 -
Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 4 - Police Complaints Author-
ity - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home AfTairs, Programme 4 - Police Com-
plaints Authority - $11,862,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 256 and 257

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, Programme 5 -
Guyana Fire Service

Question is proposed that the sum of $251,078,000 for Agency 51 -
Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 5 - Guyana Fire Service - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 5 - Guyzana
Fire Service - §251,078,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 258 and 259

AGENCY 51 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFATRS, Programme 7 -
Generai Registrar's Oifice
a1
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CQuestion is proposed that the sum of 340,780,000 tor Agency 51 -
Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 7 - General Registrar's Office -
siands pat of the Estiinaies,

Agency 51 - Ministry of Home Affairs, Programme 7 - General
Registrar's Office - $40,780,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 463 and 454
DIVISION 507 - MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

{Juestion 15 proposed that the sum of $467,261,000 for Division 507 -
Mirstry of Home Affairs - stands part of the Estimates.

Division 507 - Ministry of Home Affairs - 5467,261,000 - agreed
to-and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 238 and 239

AGENCY 48 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HUMAN SERVICES
AND SOCIALSECURITY, Programme 1 - Ministry Administra-
tion

Question is proposed that the sum of $96,955,000 for Agency 48 -
Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Soctal Security, Programme 1
= Ministry Administration - stands part of the Estimaies

Agency 48 - Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Se-
curity, Programme 1 - Ministry Administration - 596,955,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 240 and 241

AGENCY 48 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HUMAN SERVICES
AND SOCTALSECURITY, Programme 1 - Spcial Services

(duegtion is proposed that the sum of §1,221 965 000 for Agency 48 -
B110
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Ministry of Labour, Buinan Services and Social Security, Programme 2
- Social Services - stands part of the Estimates,

Ageucy 48 - Minisiry of Labour, Humge Services and Social Se-
enrity, Programme 2 - Social Serviges - $1,221.965.000 - agreed
to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 242 and 243

AGENCY 48 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HUMAN SERVICES
AND SOCIALSECURITY, Programme 3 - Labour Administra-
fion

Question iz proposed that the sum of $100,859,000 for Agency 48 -
Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security, Programime 3
- Labour Administration - stands part of the Esomates.

Agency 48 - Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Se-
curity, Programme 3 - Laboor Administration - £100,859,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Page 5035

DIVISION 545 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HUMAN SERVICES
AND SOCTAL SECURITY

Question is proposed that the sum of §17,200,000 for Division 345 -
Ministry of Labour, Human Services and Social Secutiiy - stands parf of
the Estimates.

Division 545 - Ministry of Lahour; Hyman Services and Social
Security - $17,200,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
ihe Estimates.

Pages 506 and 547

DIVISION 546 - MINISTRY OF LABOUR, HITALAN SERVICES

; . . N .
ANy EOTTAL STOLIRITY - SIMATD
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Cruestion is proposed that the sum of 481,465 0040 for Davision 546 -
Miristry of Labour, Human Services and Social Security - SIMAP -
stands part of the Estimates.

Division 546 - Ministry of Labour, Homan Services and Social
Security - SIMAP - $481,469,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 264 and 265

AGENCY 52 - MINISTRY OF LEGALAFFAIRS, Programme 1 -
Main Office

Question is proposed that the sum of $8,118 000 for Agency 52 - Min-
istry of Legal Affairs, Programme | - Main Office - stands part of the
Estimates,

Agency 52 - Ministry of Legal AfTairs, Programme 1 - Main Of-
fice - 58,118,000 - agreed to and ovdered to stand part of the Es-
timates,

Pages 266 and 267

AGENCY 52 - MINISTRY OF LEGALAFFAIRS, Programme 2 -
Ministry Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $24., 112,000 for Agency 52 -
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 51 - Ministry of Legal Affairs, Programme 2 - Ministry
Administration - $24,112,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 268 amnd 269

AGENCY 52 - MINISTRY OF LECGALAFFAIRS, Programme 3 -

6/112.
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Aftorney General Chambers

(ueestion 18 proposed Uhat the sum of 132,242,000 for Agency 52 -
Ministry of Legal Affairs, Programme 3 - Altorngy General Chambers -
stands part of the Egtimates.

Agency 52 - Ministry of Legal Affirs, Programme 3 - Attorney
General Chambers - $152,242.000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 270 and 271

AGENCY 52 - MINISTRY OF LEGALAFFAIRS, Programme 4 -
Office of the State Solicitor

Question is proposed that the sum of $9,865,000 for Agency 52 - Min-
isiry of Legal Affiirs, Programme 4 - Office of the State Soficitor - stands
part of the Estimates

Agency 52 - Ministry of Legal AfTairs, Programme 4 - Office of
the State Solicitor - 9,865 000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 272 and 273

AGENCY 52- MINISTRY OF LEGALAFFAIRS, Programme 3 -
Deeds Registry

{uestion 18 proposed that the sum of $30,266,000 for Agency 32 -
Miristry of Legal Affairs, Programme 5 - Deeds Reglstry - stands part
of the Estimates

Agency 52 - Ministry of Legal Affairs, Programme 5 - Deeds Reg-
istry - 530,266,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

PagedT]
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DIVISION 514 - MINISTRY OF LEGALAFFAIRS

Question is proposed that the sum of $91 060,000 for Divimon 514 -
Ministry of Legal Affairs - stands part of the Estimates.

Division %14 - Ministry of Legal Affairs - $91,060,000 - agreed to
and ardered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 280 and 281

AGENCY 55- SUPREME COURT, Programme 1 - Supreme Court
of Judicuture

Duestion is proposed that the sum of $304,6 16,004 for Agency 53,
Programme! - Supreme Court of Judicature - stands part of the Esti-
mates.

Agency 55 - Supreme Court, Programme 1 - Supreme Court of
Judicature - S304,616,000 - agreed 1o and ordered to stand part
of the Estimates.

Pages 282 and 283

AGENCY 55- SUPREME COURT, Programme 2 - Magistrates’
Department

Question is proposed that the sum of $1 78,657,000 for Ageacy 33 -
Supreme Court, Programme 2 - Magistrates’ Department - stands part
af the Estimates

Agency 55 - Supreme Court, Programme 2 - Magistrates Depart-
ment - 5178,657,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Pages 286 and 287

AGENCY 56- PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS, Programme 1 - Fub-
tie Pryseculiois
ariid
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CQuestion 15 proposed that the sum of $48 259 000 lor Agency 56 -
Pubhc Prosecutions - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 56 - Public Prosecutions, Programme | - Public Prosecu-
tions -548,259,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the
Estimates.

Paged6l

DIVISION 505 - CONSTITUTIONALAGENCIES (Projeci Code
25007)

Cuestion 15 proposed that the sum of $2, 500,000 for Division 305 -
Constitutional Agengies {Praject Code 25007 - stands part of the Esti-
mates.

Division 505 - Constitutional Agencies (Project Code 25007) -
$2,500,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 102 and 103

AGENCY 14 - PUBLIC SERVICE MINISTRY, Programmee 1 -
Fublic Service Management

Question proposed that the sum of $128 033,000 for Agency 14 - Pub-
lic Service Ministry, Programume ] - Public Service Management - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 14 - Public Service Ministry, Programme 1 - Public Serv-
ice Management - $128,033,000 - agreed to and ordered (o stand
part of the Estimates.

Page $11
DIVISION 34%- PUBLIC SERVICE MINISTRY

Cuestion s proposed that the sum of 39 000,000 for Division 54% -
Pubiic Service ivilnasity - siands par ol the Eslimates
6115



Weduasday & Lorid 2005

Division 549 - Public Service Minkstry - 59,000,000 - agreed to
and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 138 and 139

AGENCY 23 - MINISTRY OF TOURISM, INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE, Programme 1 - Main Office

Question is proposed that the sum of $138,146,000 for Agency 23 -
Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Programme 1 - Main
(Office - stands part of the Esfimates,

Agency 23 - Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Pro-
gramme 1 - Main Office - $138,146,000 - agreed to and ordered
to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 140 and 141

AGENCY 23 - MINISTRY OF TOURISM, INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE, Programme 2 - Ministry Administration

Question is proposed that the sum of $31,019,000 for Agency 23 -
Ministry of Tounism, Industry and Commerce, Programme 2 - Mmistry
Administration - stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 23 - Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Pro-
gramme 2 - Ministry Administration - 531,019,040 - agreed to
and ardered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 142 and 143

AGENCY 23 - MINISTRY OF TOURISM, INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE, Programme 3 - Commerce, Industry and Consum-
ers AfFairs

Question is proposed that the sum of 347,164,000 for Agency 23 -

Miristry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Programme 3 - Com-

merce, Industry and Consumers Affairs - standds pan of the Estimates
B/ 118
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Agency 23 - Ministry of Tourism, Indusiry and Commerce, Pro-
grimme 3 - Commerce, Indusiry and Consumers Affairs -
$47,164,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates,

Page 488

DIVISION 529 - MINISTRY OF TOURISM, INDUSTRY AND
COMMERCE

Question is proposed that the sum of $72,000,000 for Division 529 -
Ministry of Tourtsm, Industry and Commerce - stands part of the Esti-
mates,

Division 529 - Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce -
$72,000,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
mates,

Pages 110 and 111

AGENCY 16 - MINISTRY OF AMERINDIAN AFFAIRS, Pro-
gramme 1 -Amerindian Development

Question 18 proposed that the sum of $1,000 for Agency 16 - Ministry
of Amenindian Affairs, Programme | - Amerindian Development - stands
part ofthe Estimates.

Agency 16 - Ministry of Amerindian Aifairs, Programme ] - Am-
erindian Development - $1,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Page 513
DIVISION 551 - MINISTRY OF AMERINDIAN AFFATRS

Chiestion is proposed that the sum of §54,200,000 for Division 551 -
Ministry of Amerindian Affairs - stands part of the Estimares.
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Divigion 551 - Ministry of Amerindian Affairs - 554,200,000 -
agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Estimates.

Pages 216and 217

AGENCY 46 - GEORGETOWN PUBLIC HOSPITAL CORP(O-
RATION, Programme 1 - Public Hospital

(uestion is proposed that the sumof$1 879, 135 000 for Agency 46 -
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation, Programme 1 - Public Hos-
pital - stands part of the Estimates

Agency 46 - Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation, Programme
I = Public Hospital - 51,879,135,000 - agreed to and ordered to
stand part of the Estimates,

Pages 222 and 223

AGENCY 47- MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme | - Minis-
try Administration

(Juestion is proposed that the sum of $523,972,000 for Agency 47 -
Munistry of Heaith, Programme 1 - Ministry Administration - stands part
of the Estimates.

Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 1 - Ministry Admin-
stration - 523,972,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Pages 224 and 225

AGENCY 47 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 2 - Dis-
ease Conirol

Question is proposed that the sum of $478, 536,000 for Agency 47 -
Ministry of Health, Programme 2 - Disease Control - stands pant of the
Estimates.
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Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 2 - Disease Contral
- 3478,536,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Esti-
AT,

Pages 226 and 227

AGENCY 47 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 3 - Primary
Health Care Services

Question is proposed that the sum of $257,966,000 for Agency 47 -
Ministry of Health, Programme 3 - Primary Health Care Services - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 3 - Primary Health
Care Services - 8257,966,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 228 and 229

AGENCY 47 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 4 - Regional
gnd Clinical Services

Question is proposed that the sum of $591,766,000 for Agency 47 -
Mimistry of Health, Programme 4 - Regiona! and Clinical Services - stands
part of the Estimates.

Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 4 - Regional and
Clinical Services - $591,766,0040 - agreed to and ordered o stand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 230 and 231

AGENCY 47 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 5 - Health
Sciences Education

Cruiestion is proposed that the suin of 3185 586,000 fur Agency 47 -
Ministry of Health, Programme 5 - Heahth Sciences Fducation - stands
part of the Estimages,
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Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 5 - Health Sciences
Education - $185,586,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Papes 232 and 233

AGENCY 47 - MINTSTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 6 - Stand-
ards and Technical Services

Question is proposed that the sum of 129,955 000 for Agency 47 -
Ministry of Health, Programme 6 - Standards and Technical Services -
stands part of the Estimates.

Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme & - Standards and
Technical Services - $129,955,000 - agreed to and ordered to siand
part of the Estimates.

Pages 234 and 235

AGENCY 47 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, Programme 7 - Reha-
bilitation Services

Question is proposed that the sum of $104,499 000 for Agency 47 -
Minisiry of Health, Programme 7 - Rehabilitation Services - stands part
of the Esnmates.

Agency 47 - Ministry of Health, Programme 7 - Rehabilitation

Services - 104,499,000 - agreed to and ordered to stand part of
the Estimates.

Paged73
DIVISION 516 - MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Question 18 proposed that the sum 5673, 244,000 for Division 516 -
Ministry of Health - stands part of the Esnmates,

Divigion $16 - Minstry of Heaith - $573,244,000 - agreed to and
eran
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ardered to stand part of the Estimates,

The Chairman; Honourabie Members, this compietes consideration
by the Committes of Supply of the Estimates of Expenditure for 2003

ASSEMBLY RESUMED
The Speaker: The Hon Minister of Finance

Hon Saisnarine Kowlessar: Mr Speaker, [ beg to report that the
Committee of Supply considered the Estimate of Expenditure For The
Year 2003, and approved of them as printed.

Ouestion:

That this National Assembly approves the Estimates of Expenditure for
the: Financaal Year 2003 of a total sum of sixty-two billion, eight hun-
dred and sixty-six million, nine hundred and two thousand dollars
{$62,866,902,000), excluding ten billion, eighty million, two hun-
dred and thirty-one thousand dollars ($10,080,231,000) which 15
chargesble by law, as detailed therein and summarised in the schedule,
and agrees that it 1s expedient to amend the law and to make further
provision inrespect of finance,

Put and agreed fo.

Motion carmed

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS, NOS. 12 AND 46
Be it resolved

* That this National Assembly approves of the suspension of Standing
Orders No. 12 (Order of Business) and No. 46 with rezpect to the
publicapon of the Appropranon Bill) to atllow the Appropration Bill 2003
10 be infroduced in the Assembly at the same sitting al which and irname-
diately after the Estimates of Expenditure for 2003 have been approved,

M
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The Spenker: The Honcurable Minister of Parliamentary Affairs,

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud: Mr Speaker, T wish to move that this
National Assembly approves of the syspension of Standing Order No,
12 that isthe Order of Business and No. 46 with respect to the publica-
tion of the Appropriation Bill 2003, to be intraduced in the National
Asgembly at the same sitting at which, and immediately after the Esti-
mates of Expenditure of 2003 have been approved. With vour permis-
sion, T accordingly moved the motion,

Duestion put and agreed to.

Motion camed

BILL INTRODUCTION, SECOND AND THIRD READINGS
APPROPRIATION BILL 2003 - Bill No. 1/2003

A Bill intituled, an Act to provide for the issue from the Consolidate
Fund of the sums necessary to meet the expenditure (not otherwise law-
fully charged on the Consclidated Fund) of Guyana for the financial year
ending 31 December 2003, estimates whereof have been approved by
the National Azsembly, and for the appropriation of those sums to spedi-
fied purposes inconformity with the Constitution.

The Speaker: The Hon Minister of Finance.

Hon Saisnarine Kowlessar: Mr Speaker, in accordance with Para-
graph 2 of Article 171 of the Constitution, | signify that Cabinet has
recommended the Appropration Bill 2003 for consideration by the
Mational Assembly and | now present tie Bill 1o the Assembly and move
that it be read the first time.

Put and agreed to.
Motion carried

Bill read the First Time,

-
k3
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The Speaker: The Hon Mimster of Fingnce.

Hon Saisnarine Kowlessar: Mo Speaxer, i move ithai the Appropris-
tion Bill 2003 be read the second time

Put and agreed to.

Motion carried.

iill read the Second Time.

The Speaker: The Hon Minister of Finance

Hon Saisnarine Kowlessar: Mr Speaker, | move that the Appropria-
tion Bill 2003 be read the third time and passed as printed

Put and agreed to.
Motion carried.

Bill read the third time and passed as printed.

The Speaker: Honourable Members, this brings us to the conclusion
of our business for today. Before | take the motion to adjourn the As-
sembly, 1 would like to express my thanks to the Clerk, Deputy Clerk
and members of the Staff of the Parkament Cffice for the arrangements
which have been made o ensure that our stay here for the past three
days have been as comfortable as possible. [ understand there wasa
slight hiccup this afternoon, but these things happen. | would like to
thank the Press for their patience in dealing with us and [ would like to
thank all those who have worked very hard to make this occasion and
this important event 8 success.

The Honourable bMinister of Parfiamenary Affairs

Hon Reepu Daman Persaud; Mr Spesker, | wonder if vou will allow
me to thank vou for presiding soabhy? Tmove that the National Assem-
by stamds adjourned 10 Monday, 14 Apnl 2603 at 14.00h.

R PE]
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The Speaker: Honourable Members, the Assembly is adjourned to
Monday, 14 April 2003 at 14:00h,

Adjoarned accordingly at 21:20H



