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1983-04-08                 14:05 – 14:10 hrs. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:05 hrs 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

Leave 

The Speaker: Leave has been granted to the Prime Minister, Cde. Ramsaroop and Cde. 

Van West Charles for today's sitting, to Cde. Denny up to 1983-04-17, to Cde. Bipat for six weeks 

from 1983-04-05, to Cde. Chowritmootoo for one month from 1983-04-02 and to Cde. De. 

Abraham to the end of April, 1983. 

Thirtieth anniversary of the Establishment of the Parliament Office. 

 Comrades, I am advised that today would mark thirty years since the present Parliament 

is constituted as it now is. Prior to that it formed part of the colonial office of those years and 

since that time we have had two officers with us: The Clerk, Frank Narain, who has been with us 

continuously and Cde. King, the Sergeant-at-Arms who has been here and was promoted 

elsewhere and has now returned. [Applause] During that period the Clerk and Cde. King served 

under Sir Eustace Woolford, Sir Donald Jackson, R.B. Gajraj, A.P. Alleyne and myself. I am sure 

you all would wish me to congratulate them and extend to them our best wishes and trust they 

will be with us for a very long period of time. [Applause] Of course I say a long period because 

the Clerk will be here until he is sixty-five years and he is a very young man. 

Deaths 

 Comrades, since we last met we have had the deaths of three members. Two who were 

former members and one member, Cde. Abel Dorrick who was member elected to the Assembly 

by the Regional Democratic Council for Region 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo. I understand 

a motion of condolence on Cde. Dorrick's death will be moved at the next sitting of the Assembly. 

We also lost two members who served previously as legislators: Cde. Percival Augustus 

Cummings and Cde. Wellesley Trevelyan Lord. Cde. Cummings was one of the Governor's 

nominee to the Upper House, i.e., the State Council of 1953 the legislature. He served from 26th 

of May, 1953 and up to the time of the suspension of the Constitution in December, 1953. He was 

also nominated to the Interim Legislative Council which followed and served there from 

December, 1953 to September, 1957. During this time he was assigned responsibility for Labour, 

Health and Housing. 

 Cde. Lord was a nominated Member of the Interim Legislative Council and served there 

from January, 1954 to June, 1957. 
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1983-04-08                 14:05 – 14:10 hrs. 

  

Both of these persons made their respective contributions to the Legislature. 

 I am sure the Members of the Assembly would wish us to record our regret at their 

passing and to extend our sympathy to their bereaved families. I should therefore with your 

concurrence request the Clerk to convey our condolences to Cde. Cummings's and Cde. Lord's 

families. 
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1983-04-08                  14:20 – 14:30 hrs. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

(Cde. Ram Karran continues) 

 

Let us go back Sir, you were referring to thirty years ago when this Chamber was in colonial times. 

Go through the papers in the archives and see if the number of thefts and hold-ups and murders 

and son was going on at this rate today has been taking place at that time. We talk about colonial 

past, we talk about foreign this and foreign that and we are not making any progress at all. We are 

just white-washing the rascality that is going on. 

 Interruption by the Speaker. 

 Cde. Ram Karran continues: Forty years ago you had colonial establishment and I am 

saying that more honest people prevailed in those days both in the legislature and outside of the 

legislature than prevail today outside of the Parliament and in this British Parliament. The thing 

is stinking Cde. Chairman, something must be done about it and this kind of white wash that is 

going on is not going to solve the problem. 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

 Bill read a Second time. 

 Assembly in Committee. 

 Bill considered and approved. 

 Assembly resumed. 

 Bill reported without Amendment, read the third time and passed. 

 SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 12 

 Cde. Hoyte: Cde. Speaker, I beg to seek you leave to move the suspension of Standing Order 

No. 12 to enable the Assembly to revert to the item 'Oath' on today's order of business. 

 The Speaker: Leave is granted. 

 Cde. Hoyte: Cde. Speaker, I beg to move that the Assembly revert to the item 'Oath of a 

New Member' to enable the member Cde. Edwina Melville to take the oath of office. She was 

unfortunately and unavoidably delayed and therefore was not in the Assembly at the time when 

we reached this item. 

 Question put, and agreed to. 
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1983-04-08               14:20 – 14:30 hrs. 

 

OATHS 

 The Speaker: Comrades and honourable members, following the resignation of Cde. Jean 

Maitland Singh and my call upon the representatives of the People's National Congress list of 

candidates, the name of Cde. Edwina Melville was extracted from the said list and Cde. Melville 

was accordingly on the 11th march, 1983 declared to be an elected member of the National 

Assembly. As Cde. Melville is now present the oath will be administered to her. 

 The Oath of office was made and subscribed by Cde. Edwina Melville. 
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1983-04-08         14:30 hrs. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:30 hrs 

 The Speaker: Comrades and hon. Members, I wish on behalf of the Assembly of Members 

and myself to congratulate Cde. Edwina Melville on her election to the National Assembly. We 

welcome her here and we extend our good wishes to her. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly do now adjourn until Thursday 14th April, 1983, at 14:00 

hrs." [Vice-President, Economic Development and Finance (Cde. Hoyte)] 

Adjourned accordingly at 14:30 hrs. 

 

 


