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Mr. Speaker: The House will now 
resume the debate on the Motion for the 
Second Reading of the Bill intituled: 

''An Ordinance to appropriate the 
supplies granted in the current session of 
the Legislature." 

The hon. Member for Georgetown South 
(Mr. Hugh) was, I think, near the end 
of his speech when the House adjourned 
last evening. If the House agrees to an 
extensi.on of his time he may now resume 
his speech. 

Mr. Burnham (Ruimveldt): I move 
that the hon. Member be granted a fur­
ther 15 minutes to continue his contri­
bution. 

Mr. Wharton (Abary) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

2.15 p.m. 

Mr. Hugh {Georgetown South): As 
you rightly said, Mr. Sp�aker, at the 
adjournment last evening I was about to 
complete my contribution to this debate. 
I was then speaking on the duties on 
wooden beds and metal beds- The duty 
on wooden beds in Order No. 15, which 
is the modification to Order No. 5, is 
16% preferential and 52 % general, but 
the duty on metal beds is 20% and 36% 
respectively. If my memor.v serves me 
right, this duty on wooden beds was at 
the instance of the last Government. I 
believe that the reason given for this in­
crease of duty on wooden beds was that 
it would encourage many people to use 
local beds thereby creating employment 
for local cabinet makers. But when one 
looks at this difference of 36% pr� 
ferential on wooden beds and 20% on 
metal beds, one comes face to face with 
these facts: metal beds, with a 20% duty 
on them, will come in at a rate and a 

point that will enable them to compete 
with the local manufacture of wooden 
beds, so the intention to increase the duty 
on wooden beds is nothing but mockery 
or hypocrisy. 

As I was saying last evening, per­
haps too often, this Government should 
feel ashamed for allowing itself to be 
pressurized to such an extent that it was 
forced to modify its tax proposals, which 
were submitted on January 31, and to 
revert to what I call the most iniquitous 
tariff which existed before January 3L 
All of this talk about interest in the 
workers, the Government's desire to pro­
mote industries and to introduce protec­
tive tadffs must be reduced to facts. I 
cannot sec how this Government can con­
ti:1uc ,!)1�1igning and abusing Capitalists, 
Col.omahsts and Imperialists of the past 
and then, after a little pressure, resort to 
adopting what the Colonialists, Capital­
ists and Imperialists have done. 

I notice that there is an absence of 
any tax on the winnings obtained from 
gambling. I am rather suspicious of this, 
because I believe I have heard that my 
hon. Friend on the other side has a 
family syndicate and they invest in lot­
teries. If people can win £10,000 easy 
money, I do not think they should find 
it hard to part with a few pence by way 
of taxation. I suspect that the present 
Government or most of its Members are 
opposed to gambling for social reasons, 
but it strikes me as queer that a Socialist 
Government should overlook this type of 
taxation. I hope that some considera­
tion wi.11 be given to this form of taxation 
before we are through with this Budget. 

l observed from the Estimates that
revenue from Customs Duties will be re­
sponsible for nearly 50% of the revenue. 
One wonders how this Government can be 
aiming at Independence when it is still 
depending on others. This Government 
says "Independence in 1962", and my 
party agrees with that. But this Govern-
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ment says Independence in 1962, and yet 
it expects approximately 50% of its 
revenue from Customs to run this coun­
try competently. The policy of this Social­
ist Government, as it calls itself, must be 
translated into deeds. Let us sec what 
the Members of this Socialist Government 
intend doing, because that is the only way 
in whi.ch we can judge them. There has 
not been a clear adumbration of policy 
from that side of the House, and I am 
sure that the l\'Iembers of the Govern­
ment will agree with this. In the Cus­
toms Tariff one sees that there is tre­
mendous confusion regarding the policy 
of this Government. 

Hon. M.embers of the Gm·ermnent 
talk about the protection of industries, 
protection for the sake of protection and 
so on. r notice that h1 the modifications 
of the Budget Speech at page 10,, para­
graphs 32-33: 

"The current tax holiday provISions 
for the encouragement. of new enterprises 
are excessive and of doubtful efficacy in 
promoting the industrial development of 
British Guiana. These privileges not only 
allow a complete tax holiday fo.r 5 years, 
but also allow all capital expenditure in­
curred during these five years to qualify 
both for initial and depreciation allow­
ances after the tax holiday period comes 
to an end. My own feeling is that if 
foreign enterprises wish to come here 
they will do so when it is to their advan­
tage-which means when the opportuni­
ties for making profits are sufficiently 
large as not to be se.riously affected by 
questions of taxation. It must also be  
remembered that in a great many cases 
the benefits of these tax exemptions do 
not accrue to the <.:ompanics or their share­
holders but to foreign Governments which 
are thereby enabled to tax the profits 
origi:natiog in British Guiana without hav­
ing to allow for double taxation relief. 
I therefore recommend that the whole of 
the existing Section 2 be withdrawn and 
replaced by a new provision under which 
pioneering businesses which are primarily 
concerned with mining, mainufacturing or 
processing activities will be allowed to 
write-off 70% of any capital expenditure 
incurred during the first five years of 
U1eir operation in British Guiana as a 

charge on tbcir current profit. This 
would also mean that any dividend paid 
by such companies would be taxable 
irrespe-:tive of whether the company as 
such is chargeabl:: t:) tux or not . The 
existing privileges of companies which 
have already been granted tax holidays 
will of course be protected. 

33. The existing provisions relating
to initial allowances introd:..:cz:J in 1951

provide for an allowance of 4or1c. which 
is in addition to the depreciation allow·­
ance (normal1y 10%) which is given in 
the first year. These provisions are un­
duly generous and involve a serious loss 
of tax (particularly in the case of foreign 
companies), which averaged $500.000 in 
recent yea.rs. It is therefore proposed to 
reduce initial allowances . for non-tax­
holiday companies to 20% from the 
existing 40% ." 

Yesterday the hon. Parliame,ntary 
Secretary to the :Ministry of Katural 
Resources said that the people then in 
the Government were responsible for chas� 
ing investors away. I have my own view 
about that. but I am not here to support 
or deny that statement. Ii is their busi­
ness, and it is for them to get out of it. 
This Government will admit that this is 
not enough to attract the capital it talks 
about from overseas. One woul<l imagine, 
and it is not too late for the Government 
to do it, that it would state its policy 
on priori.ties clearly and let the people 
know its policy on this or that industry. 
Let the people know its policy towards 
mining. manufacturing and so on. 

No one expects. or no one ought to 
expect, in this modern day and age that 
concessions will be given willy-nilly but; 
at least 1 investors overseas would like to 
sec the H.st of priorities. I would urge 
this Government to take a more practical 
and positive approach in all of these mat­
ters, and stop playing politics at all levels. 
Let the Members of the Government get 
down to the real business of the Govern­
ment, and not merely do things to ensure 
a future victory at the polls. 

There is nothing more I care to sav 
now, but I shall await another opportu�­
ity to deal with the 1962 Estimates. I 
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shall crave this opportunity, however, to 
deal with one item under Social Develop­
ment. I notice on page 7 7, Ministry of 
�.riucation and Social Development-I am 

referring to the several grants to chari­
table and social organizations. I see here 
--Grant to the Ursuline Convent for the 
St. Ann·s Orphanage, $2,800; Grant to 
Dharam Sala, $10,000 and so on. I am 
not in a position to say whether this grant 
to the Dharam Sala is adequate or too 
much, but I have had the opportunity to 
move among the people there and I am 
not satisfied that the conditions are good 
enough. 

Mr. Speaker : Let us leave that until 
we are in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Hugh: I shall reserve my com­
ments until we are in Committee of Sup­
ply 

2.30 P.m. 

Mr. Saffee (Berbice West): I wish 
to say how disappointed I am in my col­
leagues on the other side in their opposi­
tion of this Budget. From what we can 
see, they have been scraping the barrel 
all the time to find grounds for criticism. 
Our country today is faced with the in­
escapable situation of finding money to 
run it, to finance its recurrent expenditure 
and to make a contribution also to its 
Development Programme. Whichever 
Government is in power, whether i.t is the 
People's Progressive Party Government or 

the People's National Congress Govern­
ment, it will have to search to raise 
money to meet the necessary require­
ments of the country. 

What is the position today? I heard 
my f{iend, the hon. Member for George­
town South (Mr. Hugh), quibbling about 
a few cents here and a few cents there. 
What about the bigger issues? He said 
that nearly half of the revenue on the 

recurrent estimates comes from customs 
duties. But that is not quite accurate. 
If you were to glance at the Estimates, on 
page iii, you would see that under cus-

toms and excise, $27,882,000 is estimated 
for out of a total of $58,459,675. That 
is not quite half of the Estimates, but let 
us take it for that. We must ask our-
selves the pertinent question: What is 
responsible for this? What is responsible 
for this state of affairs? 

He wants to give the impression that 
it is the responsibility of the P.P.P. 
Government. This is absolutely false; 
this is absolute nonsense. I wish to tel1 

him that this is the result of Colonialism, 
the result of colonial rule which they, on 
the other side, are begging and kicking 
up a dust that we should not get rid of. 
It is a fact that $27 million will come 
from customs and excise duties. Who is 
responsible for i.t? Let us rule out this 
revenue and what will we be able to re­
place it by? What will be put in the 
place of customs and excise duties? That 
is the inescapable situation. [An hon. 
Member: "We have put you there to 
change it."] Yes, we are here to change 
it, but we are not magicians. We will 
not be able to change it. This is an 
accumulation of backwardness. This is 
an accumulation of over a century, and it 
will not be possible for the P.P.P. Govern­
ment to clear this up and put things right 
in four or fiv� years. Get that straight. 
And no Government, even wi.th magicians. 
will be able to do this. 

The Government in its effort, earnest 
and sincere, to find money to carry out 
this programme sought to resort to cer­
tain modest taxation. As I said, our 
country is in a very backward state with 
regard to finding money. The situation 
which faces us today is whether our 
countrymen are prepared to make a con­
tribution, to make a sacrifice, at this time 
so that we may lay the foundation for 
future economic progress in order that 
those who will come after us will find the 
task a bit easier. Our friends on the 
other side say, '<No." They shouted and 
galloped on the streets, and paraded. 

What the P.P.P. Governm�nt did was 
to ask the people of this country, rich 
and posir-let me put it that way-to 
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make a contribution. All the experts who 
have come here have told us that we have 
to raise more and more monev. I would 
like to quote iron.: the Develo'pment Pro­
gramme which was presented by the then 
honourable Financial Secretary, Mr. F. W. 
Essex. 

Mr. Speaker : \fhat year? 

Mr .. Saffee: 1959. The D<0velopment 
Programme was for 1960 / 1964. Jt states 
in paragraph 9: 

''Increasing production 
I wish to say that this was not a P.P.P. 
man or .Minister, He was a foreigner, an 
honest and sincere man doing his task. 
It is written here: 

''Increasing production nnd, there­
fore, the national income depends iargely 
on the rate of investment (or capital 
formation) in both the privak and pub­
lic sectors a·nd it will obviouslv be in the 
interest of the country to raise· the money 
required for its dcvdopment from ·within 
the country ,is much as possible. ln the 
period 1948-19.51. net capital formation 
avaagcd l 7 '.';. of the r::ct najonal pro­
du..:t. but of this investment foreign capi­
tal acco11ntcd for 6'.Vc, and domestic sav• 
ing oniy 37<:: i private 26r;<,, and Govern­
ment I l r.:c '). In c:ornpa.rison net capital 
formation during the period 1954 to 1957

averaged 26 (,1c, of net national product 
and was composed of 67% foreign 
c:rmital anJ 33<:!) domestic savings ... " 

The reality of the situati.on is that all 
along we have heard all the various fin­
ancial experts say that we wi11 have to 
raise more and more money Iocallv in 
order tu meet our financia"I need;. J 
would like to quote from paragraph 4 7 
of the same Report. It states: 

'The part of the financing which 
dens not add to the public. debt is 
estimated therefore at $38.2mn. The 
loans which would be require.d to com­
plete a $11 Omn. programme total 
$71.8mn .•.. .'' 

In other words. $ i 1.8 million will have 
to  be borrowed to finance this Develop­
ment Programme of $110 million. I 

want to  quote from the Budget as pre­
sented by the hon. J\finister of Finance 
on the 3lst January. In paragraph 55,
it states: 

·•·rhcre is a gap bf:tween the cost ol
the origin.:tl programme and the foresee­
able sources of finance of the order of
$ J 8mn. Moreover. because of increa�ed 
(:osts ,)f labour and materials, the cost of 
the original prcgramme ha� heen inflated 
bv some $25mn. in order. 1herdore. to 
c�mpktc the original programme, as 
phrnned. which the Gov.krnment considers 
inadequa:c for the nt>cds o! the country. 
additional financ.e to the tune of some 
$;f3mn. has to be found.'' 

It is clear� therefore, that more and 
more money is needed to carry out our 
Deve]opmen t Programme. \\'here are we 
gojng to get this money from? Are we 
to contin:.ic Lorrowing at the rate at 
·which we are borrowing. piling up inter­
est year after year? What is the position
today? Let us look at our l 962 Esti­
mates at the amount which Ls provided
for servicing our loan and interest
charges. In 1960, it was $5,764,804--

Mr. Speaker: \\'hat page are you 
quoting from? 

Mr. Saffee: Page t06, Head 58---
Public Debt. In 1961. it increased to 
*;6.724.743. and in 1962, it is estimated 
that we will have to meet $8216

r
387. 

l\I r. Berrill who came down sometime ago 
and recommended this Programme. esti­
mated that at the rnd of the Programme 
in 1965, our sinking fund for ·interest 
charges will ar::ount ... to around $12 mil­
fon. \Vha t i, the position? Are we goinµ 
to continue to borrow at this terrific rate, 
burdening ourselves with interest charges, 
or are we �oing to make a little sacri.fice 
so that we can ease these heavv debt 
charges which we have to meet ye�r after 
year? 

2.45 p.m. 

Our friends on the other side of the 
Table say "Let us borrow'' and burden 
ourselves with interest charges. They 
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say that we must not make sacrifices and 
squeeze a little here and there. This 
Government is doing its best to raise 
money to finance its Development Pro­
gramme. In its effort to generate more 
and more capital we have seen within a 
few years a remarkable change and im­
provement in our export of domestic 
product. In 1960 our export of domestic 
product was to the value of �120 million; 
in 1961 it was $125 million. Our party 
feels that unless we put more and more 
money into the productive sector, so that 
we can generate more and more capita], 
this Government will find it increasingly 
difficult to meet its recurrent expenditure 
and social services. But what do our 
friends say - "Do not increase taxation 
to provide for our social services." 

Let us look at the records --- how 
many schools have been built; how many 
cottage hospitals and health centres have 
been provided within the last three or 
four years. Look at how much money has 
been spent on our road programme and 
sea defences - more than at any period 
in the history of this country. Some 
people feel that providing a few jobs here 
and there is the only evidence of develop­
ment, but we have to be realistic. This 
is no time for sentiment but for serious 
examination of our financial situation. 
When Government entered into the 
contract with Grupo del Conte for 
the construction of a road from Parika 
to a point opposite Bartica, we heard 
criticisms and suggestions that the con­
tractors did not have the equipment or 
the necessary financial ability to do the 
job. But because of Government's deter­
mination to carry on with the Develop­
ment Programme we have seen today 
that the contractors are not only capable 
of doing the work, but are going to com­
plete the road 10 months earlier t han 
estimated. That is the sort of criticism 
Government gets in this House. 

What about the Cuban market? 
Our rice production is increasing year 
after year, and we have a large surplus. 
Are we to throw it overboard? When 
this Government secured a market in 

Cuba for our rice the cry of the Opposi­
tion was that the Cubans were robbers 
who did not pay their debts; have noth­
i.ng to do with them; Cuban money is 
blood money. But within 11 months the 
Cubans have bought $8 million worth of 
rice from this country. That is the sort 
of criticisms we get in this House. 

On page 3, paragraph 8 of his Bud­
get Statement the Minister of Finance 
says: 

" . . . To translate these facts into 
figures: revenue in 1962 is not expe.cted 
to be more than $2mn. higher than in 
1960. but recurrent exp-enditure will be 
some $15mn. higher-$2V2mn. more in 
debt charges; $2mn. more for agricul­
ture. drainage. irrigation and land settle· 
ment services for development projects: 
$ l ½ mn. more on the maintenance of sea 
ddcnces, roads and buildings; $4mn. 
more on educational institutions and 
social servit�es; together with $3½mn. 
more for increased. rates of remuneration 
to Government employees," 

The Minister of Finance is in a bet­
ter position to know the financial position 
of the country than most of us in this 
House, if not all. It is a question of 
bridging the gap which has caused the 
whole trouble. That is where the trouble 
started - the bridging of the gap between 
estimated revenue and estimated expen­
diture for 1962. Government announced 
certain taxation proposals to bri.dge the 
gap so that the country's affairs could be 
carried on. Members of the Opposition 
took objection to thos·e proposals, and as 
a result we had the verv unfortunate 
situation developing on the i 6th February. 
Where has that carried us? Has it done 
anything to help to solve the problem 
which faces us? Can it help to ease the 
burden which is not on the Government 
alone? Government is h}:re to govern, but 
it is the duty of every responsible citizen 
to face the situation a�1d to contribute 
towards the country's development. Para­
graph 49 of the Budget Statement says: 

"49. With revenue at $58.5mn. and 
expenditure at $65.6mn., there will be a 
deficiency of revenue over expenditure of 
$7.lmn." 
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The �1inister of Finance went fur­
ther to show how the necessary funds 
could be raised by certain new taxation 
proposals but, apparently, :Members on 
the other side of the House did not agree. 
Some suggested that Government should 
borrow money to bridge the gap. One 
of the new tax proposals is the Capital 
Gains Tax which the hon. Member for 
Upper Demerara River (lVIr, Jordan) 
defended yesterday. I personally do not 
see anything wrong about such a tax. 
The hon. Member quoted from the Bud­
get Statement but omitted to quote para­
graph 81 which I will quote for his bene­
fit. It says: 

"81. The capital gain will be defined 
as the excess of the value of the pro­
perty at the time of disposal over its 
value at the time of acquisition, or at 
January 1, 1956, whichever is the later 
date-sales for full consideration provid­
ing conclusive evidence of this or, in 
their absence, valuation at market prices 
( e.g. for estate or gift-tax purposes), 
Gains from the sale of furniture etc .. 
of which the value on  sale ii; less than 
$5,000. will be exempt; as will be also 
the gains from the sale of owner­
occupied houses, the proceeds of which 
are in greater part re-invested in an­
other principal residence within twelve 
months ... " 

In othe-r words, if one sells the house 
in which he lives and uses the proceeds 
within 12 months to buv another house 
for his personal use he ,;ill not be liable 
to the capital gains tax. But if one 
is trading, buying and selli.ng houses as 
a business proposition

) 
and makes a pro­

fit, what is wrong about a tax on that 
profit? The same applies to a person's 
income. 
3 p.m. 

He said that he would have to  pay 
45�10, but that jg not true. The tax wiU 
be Jevie-ci on the same basis as income 
tax ---· a maximum oi 45%. It is not 
true to say that an individual will have 
to pay 45% on the capital gains. 

Mr. Speaker : Time! 

Mr. Bhagwan (Essequibo Islands): 
I beg to move that the hon. Member be 
allowed to speak for a further I 5 minutes. 

Mr. Robertson (Leonora) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Saffee: I was saying that the 
capital gains tax is just and reasonable. 
Those people who are engaged in buying 
and selling properties and making sub­
stanfo1l gains will have to pay taxes like 
everybody else. There is nothing wrong 
in that, as far as we on this side of the 
House can see. 

My friend the hon. Member for 
Georgetown South was criticizing the 
Goveonment yesterday for not doing 
enough for the dairy industry, and he 
mentioned that only $20,000 was provided 
for that purpose. There, again 1 we are 
faced with a simiJar situation. \Vhen the 
Government says that there is enough 
milk to meet the needs of consumers in 
this country and it would be in the in­
terest of the people to make use of our 
local product; when the Government at­
tempts to put a tax on imported products 
which compete against our local products: 
we hear the rantings from the other side 
of the House. Some hon. Members want 
new industries to be developed, they want 
progress, a better standard of living, in­
creased salaries and so on, but how are 
we going to get these things without fur­
ther taxation? \:Vhen the Government 
seeks to give protection to our local pro­
ducts and local industries, certain hon. 
Members say that it is wrong� immoral 
and so on. 

The hon. Member for Georgetown 
South also said that the Government has 
to face a deficit in connection wi.th edible 
oil, and it is not doing enough to encour­
age the production of coconuts in the 
country. I would like to point out to him 
that his statement is absolutely wrong. 
This Government h as taken verv serious 
steps to increase the coconut p;oduction 
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in  this country, and it has done every­
thing possible to encourage farmers to 
plant more coconuts. When one looks at 
the 1962 Development Estimates at page 
L Head 1 -- Agriculture - one sees 
"Item 13. Bonuses to Producers": The 
allocation for 1960-1964 is $210,300, and 
in 1961 one can see that $33,650 was 
spent. This money was· paid to the far­
mers by way of bonuses, so how ran my 
hon. Friend say that the Government is 
not encouraging the production of coco­
nuts in this country? 

I would like to say that what this 
Government has done in respect of agri­
culture within the past three or four years 
has never been done by any other Govern­
ment in the past. If the hon. Member 
criticizes the Government for not doing 
anything for agriculture, he is not con­
versant with the facts of the situation. 
They have criticized us more than once 
for devoting most of the money a11ocated 
for the Development Programme on agri­
culture and so on. [Mr. Hugh: "Do not 
misrepresent the facts."] They accuse us 
of doing too much for one S'ector in agri­
culture, and they say that we are not do­
ing enough. They are most inconsistent. 

Further, in the Development Pro­
gral!!me one will see the efforts the Gov­
ernment is making to develop the country 
and to create jobs for the unemployed. 
One will see a continuous rise in the 
expenditure under the Development Pro­
gramme. In the 1960-1964 allocation 
one can see, Head XII, Public Works, 
$26,143,770; Drainage & Irrigation, 
$29,364,345; Education, $4,100,000; In­
dustries & Credits, $13,000,000; Land 
Development, $6,749,400; Post Office, 
$2,296,339; Transport & Harbours; 
$8,111,270, etc. What merit is there in 
the criticism that Government is devoting 
too much for agriculture and so on? The 
figures in the Estimates can show what 
the Government is doing. 

Mr. Bogh: On a point of order -

M:.r. Saffee: As far as I am concerned 
this is a balanced Development Pro­
gramme, and every phase of the economy 
of the country has been given careful 
consideration. The Government has been 
advised. and it has taken every practical 
step to· s·ee that the development of this 
country is carried out on a proper basis. 
l would like to say that when one looks
fr: �.o the whole picture, one can come to no
other concJusion than that this country
needs more capital and a bigger Develop­
ment Programme in order to push us
forward. · But what is the position?
\Vhat are the hon. Members on the other
side saying? They want all of these
things, and some of them think that things
will fa}l from the moon. They must r_e­
mem ber that one wi.IJ only get out of life
what one puts into it. If they want the
country to develop, everybody will have
to work hard to develop it. We do not
have godfathers abroad who will give us
money, so we will have to make the
necessary sacrifices. This is the situ ...
ation that some hon. Members are not
prepared to face.

In countries like British Guiana 
where people have to face a shortage of 
capital, a similar situation wm arise. 
They cannot find enough money to put 
into their Development Programme in 
order to relieve their unemployment and 
to CTPat� bt1tter social services for their 
people. In India the people had to face 
a similar situation, but some of us do not 
want to face facts. There is no wav out 
of it other than by tightening our belts in 
order to make a better Brifo:h Guiana. 
If we are not prepared to do so, then no 
godfather is going to come from overseas 
to help us. Nobody is going to give us 
mflJions of dolhrs to spend. There is 
no other way out of this situation. 

I wish to conclude by quoting from 
a book written by Douglas Jay entitled 
The Socialist Case. Pa<re 3 of the book 
states: 

"In fact economic inequality is in 
itself bad. It is bad because it pro­
pagates a false scale of values: a false 
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servility on  the one hand, and a false

complacence on the other. It is impos• 
siblc to deny that inequality destroys 
freedom, independence. self-respect, and 
integrity. To some extent, of course. 
these evils are inevitable, sine� to same 
extent inequality is inevitable: bur they 
are evils t.o be reduced to a minimum. 
and not virtues to be glorified. 

But hc-.ides all this, inequality is evil 
became it is unju':>t. It i" an intolerable 
injustice that one man, and one man's 
children, should have five times as mu,:h 
of the blessings of life as another man 
and anothi:r man's c!"1ihfren, wh�:n neilhcr 
he nor they have done anything Hl earn 
or deserve them." 

3.15 p.m. 

\Vhat we have been trying to do is 
to bring about a rwm� equitable distribu­
tion of wealth in tlfr; country and to ask 
those who are in a more fortun:;tc po::;i­
tion to contribute a little more to the 
country's development. In so doing, \,T

have been blasted, cursed, deemed wicked 
peuple a:nd so on. But history ,1v·ill tell 
that we are doing what we are doing in 
the interest of the GuianesC' people "'··t , 
bring about better living standards, to 
carry our country forward. \Ve are qu:tc 
certain that no reasonable man wi11 deny 
this, but hi.story wi11 t<-11. 

Mr. Bissember (Campbcllville): I 
have. in my ha,n<l, the Speech from the 
Thrnne made by His Exceilency the Go,·­
e:-:1:,r in th�.s honourable House im­
medb.tel_y after the last G·eneral Election 
on the occasion when hon. -Ylembers of 
thi;; Honse \\'ere being sworn in to run this 
country for the next four years. The 
first paragraph of that Gracious Speech 
reads as follows : 

''History-making is a phrase which 
comes all too easily to the lips. Never• 
theless, this phrase may justifiably be 
used todav. For to vou will fall the 
opportunity and task of assisting at the 
birth of a new and independent nation 
with all the consequences which this en­
tails for your people and for the world." 

1 ref a, particularly, to the cornmcm­
cing words of the first paragraph, ''Hi-s­
tory-making is a phrase which comes all  
too easily to the lips", and the second 
line, 'This phrase may justifiably be used 
today·'. This is, indeed, an historic 
occasion, being the first year of this pre� 
�ent Government's adrninistration of this 
country. History was. in fact, created 
when. on the 31st January this y,�ar. 
the hon. Minister of Financ0 intro­
duced in this honourable House what i:-­
n,Jw knowrt a:- ··the famous Bud!!N 
Speech". 

History had l>cen created th(•n be­
ca u-'r�, never he fore in the history nf tb(' 
Legislature of this country----""not evrn i 
t:1f.' days of c,)Jonial imperialism. and dne 
Ins :-:-ecn all the irnpl:cat:.1.ms---has a Bud-
1.";·t r.1ef0n i.ntrorluced and all thi: taxe-, 

foreseen in that Budget withdrawn as a 
rrsult of intimidation. a strike. rioting 
and 1oo!in�� in this countrv. Had it not 
been for tf1c incidents whic:h fo11o-wed the 
31st January thi:; year. we would h�ive had 
introduced in this country an iniquitous 
Hudget which sought to choke and rob 
the working--clas-.: people by taking fwm 
the very working-class people whom this 
Government �ays J.t is repre.::entirHL nine­
tenths of the duties it had hop:'d tn 
realize. 

Perhaps, the members of the G\1\'•· 
cmment know very well why they had 
tn withdraw those aspects of tlw Bud.2L�1 
,vh:ch affected the working class. But 
history has really been made b('cause 
never before has there bee;1 a spontaneou::; 
uprising of the working-class people in 
Brifo:h Guiana: never has there been a 

more spontaneous uprising by the entire 
Public St>rvice of this country, against a 
Government which profe:-;sed and con­
tinues to profess that it intends to raise 
the standard of living of the inhabitants 
of this country. 

The mernbers on the Government 
side 1 

1.:specially the back-benchers, will 
agree that the action taken by the work­
ing-class people of this country is similar 
to  that takea in India when Kaldor 
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brought his iniquitous Budget. It is the 
same man Kaldor who has been the engine 
beh:.nd this Buctget who went to India 
and caused the Finance Minister there to 
resign from office when his Budget was 
introduced. The Finance Minister here, 
w.ho has introduced this Bud.get, bas not
resigned. In fact, the Government, be­
ing as barefaced as it always is-this
Government which has always been dt>­
cciving the working-class people of this
country--prefcrs to substitute a new
Budget, although the members call it
modifications to the original Budget, be­
cause the working--class people whom it
says it represents have realized that it no
longer represents them, and the time is
coming when they shall show their wishes
at a General Election. [Hon. Members:
"Hear, hear.n]

British Guiana is a large country. It 
is a country with a population of about 
half a million and its resources are im­
mense. Its coastline borders a sea teem­
ing with fish, lobsters, prawns and 
shrimps. I do not know whether the hon. 
:Minister partakes of such delicacies as 
lobsters. [Laughtn- ln the Public Gallery.]

Mr. Speaker: Order in the Public 
Gallery: 

Mr. Bissember: It is a land of many 
waters, mighty rivers. Its minerals art 
many and varied; its forests provide the 
wood necessary to house the entire popu­
lation of this country. Yet, this beloved 
country of ours has not been developed. 
One is inclined to agree that this country 
ha:-; not been developed--! say this on 
behalf of  my par�y--bccause of past 
colonial rule. [Mr. Wilson: "You know 
that?''] - But let us examine what 
attempts this Government, whifh bas been 
riding the horse since 19 5 7 � has made to 
develop the resources of this country. Let 
us see what it has done so that the in­
habitants will have a better standard cf 
living. 

One knows the classic role a colonv 
plays. But can the Government show us
tangible, concrete evidence of one effort 

on its part since 1957? Can it show us 
anything it has attempted to do since 1957 
to tap the resources of this country, both 
human and natural? Our natural and 
human resources are very extensive. The 
Government has done nothing for the 
human resources by way of training 
peopk in British Guiana or making work­
ing c:..1nditions better----not even for the 
civil servants-so that these people will 
be the very assets it desires them to be 
when this country achieves Independence. 

\Ve of the People's National Congress 
supported the Motion for Independence. 
We still do and have always done :;o 
from the very inception of the �eople's 
National Congress. Those on the Gov­
ernment side will remem bcr that during 
the last election campaign. we did not 
hide the fact that we wanted to be rid 
of British colonial rule. We did not hide 
the fact that we thought that the time 
had come when this country richly 
deserved an Administration made up of 
Guiancse people, unfettered by any rule 
from abroad. 

But when we supported Indepen­
dence, we thought that one of the first 
things the Government would have done 
was to have started a training scheme, 
using the human resources of this country, 
whereby Guianese people would be equip­
ped to take over the responsibility when 
we do get Independence. However, the 
Government has done nothing about 
training our boys and girls. Has it 
brought down any experts to find out the 
available skills i n  this country, ready to 
be used in the best interests of the people 
of British Guiana? l indict the Govern­
ment for having failed on the first step­
to get an important scheme going before 
Independence comes to us. Apart from 
the fact that it has done nothing, I know 
for a fact that this Government, rather 
than bringing down experts to train our 
people. has sent 40 of its strong support­
ers to Cuba, to be trained in what, I 
don't know. 
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They have sent 40 youths to Cuba to 
undergo training. Personally,_ 1 !'�uld
refuse n free trip to Cuba or Red Chma, 
but I am told that my friend, the hon. 
Member for Essequibo [slands (Mr. 
Bhagwan) recently returned from a trip 
to China and must know what wonderful 
thjngs exist tJ1erc today, It is this 
attitiide of the Government, which has 
leanings towards the Eastern European 
countries an<l is sending youths to be 
traine<l in Cuba, that has scared foreign 
capital n.way from this country, becaus'e 
by inference it is aHying itself to the 
Communist bloc. It is no use saying what 
a wnnderf t,l place Russia is and what a 
wonderful place Cuba is when there is 
wholesale rationing in Cuba today, when 
poor people cannot even buy butter in the 
shops. Does Government want us to fol­
low the economy of Cuba? Does it want 
that kind of living to be experienced in 
Brit.sh Guiana? 

Why not get experts, not necessarily 
from the Western bloc, but experts who 
do not necessarily belong to the same 
kind, the same clan? I refer to "the same 
kind" because in the course of the debate 
on the Governor's Speech we heard a lot 
of talk by Government Members about 
people of their o\vn kind. 1t was Kaldor 
who went to Ghana and submitted a 
Budget which caused some people to be 
put in gaol for 10 or 12 days without any 
charge being la id against them. 1 t was 
in Ghana where a man who arrived two 
days after the Kaldor Budget was an­
nounced was put in prison wi.th a bullet 
in his leg. That will not happen in this 
country so long as the P.N.C. exists. --­
[An lton. Member: "Looting.'']. I wiII 
deal ·with looting in a mon-:ent when 1

come to Police. _\fr. Speaker, r am 
accustomed to interruptions; thty do not 
jnterfere with rny trend of thought. 
When l come to deal with the Police the 
hon. :Minister of Home Affairs will reply 
to what I have to say. 

For a country to be free---I refer to 
this because every speaker on the Gov� 
ernment side spoke about freedom. The 
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the Min­
i.stry of Natural Resources (.Mr. Bowman) 
spoke about freedom and independence. 
The Members of the Government want 
Independence, but they must realize that 
for a country to be free, for a country to 
be independent, its people must stand on 
their own feet, and to achieve this there 
are two necessary prerequisites. There 
are two things the Government must 
realize. The first is that in an under­
developed country like British Guiana, 
before it can really achieve true economic 
independence, apart from political inde­
pendence, the people must have the will, 
the desire and the feeling to create a 
situation in which they can stand on their 
own feet. Secondly, there ruust be com­
petent organization, efficient Government, 
ir: order to en:mre true economic freedom 
in this country. My painful duty is to 
submit that both of these requirements 
are sadly lacking in this Government. 
There is not the organization or the com­
petence in the Government to create that 
state of society wherein the inhabitants 
of this country can say when Independ­
ence comes that "\Ve are standing on our 
own feet, and we are going to make the 
best of what 1his country offers us". 

Instead of that, :Members of the 
Government make speeches in this Cham­
ber criticizing, sometimes very personally, 
l\Iembers of the Opposition. Sometimes 
they make speeches which they intend to  
use merely for the purpose of creating 
disunity and confusion in this country. If 
we are to inject in our countrymen the 
.desire to run their own country we must 
consi.der how we are going to develop this 
country economica1ly, socially and politi­
callv. \Ve heard the hon. l\1ember for 
We;tern Berbice (.Mr. Saffce) say that 
Government did not want to borrow 
money because of the high interest 
charges� but in my humble opinion it is 
not a question of not borrowing money 
but of not being able to borrow money

1 

because of lack of confidence in the Gov-
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ernment by the people of this country and 
in the outside world. Foreign investors 
will not come here to invest their money 
because of fear of expropriation and con­
fiscation. The economy of this country 
is fast crumbling. Government should 
attract investors to this country so as to 
develop in the people of British Guiana 
a spirit of contentment and the will to 
produce more. [Mr. Benn: "Argentina.�'] 
My fnend, the �Iinister of Natural Re­
sources always thinks of dictators in other 
countries. He refers to Argentina. 
3.40 p.m. 

It is necessary to create a feeling of 
real confidence. If one attempts to 
analyse the lack of comidence in this 
Government, one can go on talking for 
the next two days. As a result of the 
flamboyant speeches which certain Mem­
bers of the Government make when they 
visit countries where the poor working­
class people are suffering today; as a re­
sult of their actions or attitudes, the peo­
ple who are willing to invest money in 
British Guiana are afraid that the Mem­
bers of this Government are aligning 
themselves not with a Socialist economi.c 
bloc, but with a Communist economic 
bloc. They talk of a Socialist economy. 
but I wonder how many of them around 
this Table know what is a Socialist 
economy? 

An article appeared in The Evening
Post about an economist in India, and it 
says what the Indian Government means 
by a Socialist economy. The Indian 
Government pursues a Socialist policy­
a policy which does not chase away pri­
vate enterprise; a policy which does not 
scare away capitalists. As a matter of 
fact the Indian Government has been able 
to use investments from private investors 
in a unified system-a system where there 
is an arrangement between the Govern­
ment and private investors whereby 
private capital goes hand in band with 
governmental industrial schemes; whereby 
private companies are able to work to­
gether for the betterment of the working 
class in India. 

The Members of the Indian Govern­
ment do not get up and say what a great 
man Khrushchev or Castro is. They 
have a desire to improve the living condi­
tions of their people, and they are pre­
pared to work hand in hand with private 
capitalists. That is the reason why they 
can boast today of a mixed economy in 
India. What kind of Sociali.st economy 
do we have in British Guiana? \Ve have 
a kind of Socialist economy in this coun­
try which is clearly illustrated in the hon. 
Prerriier's speech in America. When the 
hon. Premi.er went to the Cnited States 
of America-I think it was on the 
occasion when he had the privilege of 
speaking to the Fourth Committee Con­
ference of the United Nations-he said: 
"I am a Socialist, but that must not stand 
and will not stand in the way of tht' 
e1:onomic development of my country.' 1 

Is that what he means bv a Socialist 
economy? What does he �ean when he 
says: "I am a Socialist, but I will not 
allow my Socialism to stand in the way 
of the economic development of British 
Guiana?" Are we on this side of the 
House to understand that Socialism from 
their point of view is opposed to economic 
development? That is clearly the impJ: 
cation. Are we to understand that. 
because he is a Socialist, his branct of 
Socialism is different from the brand of 
Socialism the Americans are conversant 
with, and he would not aliow it to stand 
in the way of the economic development 
of this country? He meant something 
else; he meant not Socialis1n, but Com­
munism. 

There has been Socialism in India 
under the Nehru Administration from 
194 7, and Nehru has never said a word 
about preventing foreign capital invest­
ment in that country. Why is it that our 
good Premier had to make such a speech? 
I would like some clarification on this 
matter. If I have misquoted him and 
what I have said is false, I would like 
him to get up and say that he did not 
make that statement in America or used 
words to the effect. That is the kind of 
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t hinu: which scares away would-be in­
\'eshJrs from this countrv. When they 
hear such statement'> C{;ming from the 
hon. Premier of this country. ',vhat. doe::; 
he expect them to do? !Lau.Jzt1T.] 

It is no tF;c sitting down r,ver there 
laughing an<t .�ctying: "\\7e do not have 
anv monev. What efforts have the Gov•• 
el'l;J:::ent 1i·rnde to frnd the mont'Y? \\'hat 
efforts have the .\Iemhers of this Govern­
ment, genuinely, made to encourage 
im·estor." tu om1C' to this (Otmtry since 
1957? [An hon. Memb.1r: '·Increase 
taxation in order to ;ret money.''] The 
hon. ::\lcmber su;..i:ge,sts that taxt':.; c;houkl 
be increased in nrder to get m,mey. He 
represents the working-class people, and 
the taxes which the Members of this 
Government arc trying to have confir_med 
in this House will affect the w0rlting� 
class people from whom the Members of 
this Government have withdnnvn. 

l have ::-pnken on the ca.pita} tax and
od1cr Members have spoken on it. Taxa· 
tion is good, and any Government wm

have to tax people; but do not start off 
in vour first vear of rule undt·r internal 
seJf-governme1;t to tax every available 
avenue. If Government has any com­
petence and organization) it will not 
endeavour to tax every item in one year. 

As a matter of fact, Mr. Kaldor told 
thl.s G1-wernment that it would be look­
ing for tumble, but the l\fembers of this 
(;.overnment did not take his atlvice. 
Every Government should knuw huw to 
prepare its schenws. Every Government 
knows how to prepare its Budget, but 
the P.N .C. �lernber,-; on this side of the 
Hou3e will not remain quiet and allow a 
dece1)tive Government----a Government 
with· so-called working-class Leaders-to 
ride continuou,.,ly on·· the backs of the 
working-class people. When they ride 
on the backs of the working-class people, 
thev create a ne,v elite class in this coun­
try· where there will be a top class, and 
the working class will iemain the dogs of 
this country. 

Some }!embers of the Governmt'nt 
talk of special preferences. Let them 
abolish special pref erenccs•-··----

Mr. Speaker: I think the word.-: 
were •�;pedal privileges". 

Mr. Bisscmbcr: I am r,.:ferring to th,: 
word used in the Budget, "prcfe.rcnce''. 
Thu:' m,Ft br• nn inequality because cer­
U.in 2\1ini�:tcrs are ta]kin:� mrain:.;t 
ineoualit\·, The\ are talkin,; aho�� t};e 
inequalities d 6)lunial rule. ,:i Do not let 
u;:; perpetuat · \Vhat Culonial rule has done 
in tbi,.., cinmtry. but 1:1ake a new class of 
preference and. in fact. create a new 
privileg�d chss in thb c�mntry, 

3.50 p.m. 

\\'hen we :,pe:1k of social equality, 
v;:e are. in fact. speaking of political 
democracy !1;11Hl in ha:1d '"'·ith �ocial 
democracy. \Ye are not SJjcakin!:i,' uf one 
type of prefercnc1

: for T\1r. A. , becaus� 
he happens lo be the Premier and one 
tvpe of prcfacncc for Mr. B. because 
l1e happ�i1s to be a good boy in my p.1rty. 
Let us abolish aJI that. and then we will 
have true equality in  this country. The 
races here wm have no grouse and will 
realize that the Government is a trulv 
nationalist Government. 

The b;;t speaker rnentioned :5ome­
thing about the Grupo Del Conte. I 
know for a fact •- and I am speaking 
here not with any desire to abuse 
my privilege that one of my 
constituents went to the Grupo Del 
Conte off icr- in search of employment. 
There was a man employed outside to 
look at every per:;;un going to the office 
to seek crnplr)yment, and before my con­
!'tituent could get near to the entrance of 
that office, this !:;entlem:i.n ::-aid to him. 
··Where is your party card?" f Laughter.]
What party card was he asking for?
lt is nice tZ, �it over there and 1aug11, but
these thint:;s cau.-;,e trouble and di.sruption
in this country when you behave like
that and laugh instead of investigating
them. In other words, this gentleman
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,vas told, "You cannot get employment 
here because you have not got a P.P.P. 
card"--· (An hon. Member: "'Why didn't 
he show his P.N.C. card?'']-Thcy would 
have thrown him out of the room right 
away if he had shown his P.N.C card. 

I wish the Minister concerned would 
investigate this matter and not just say 
it is not true, for there are many cases; 
but there has got to be a limit to this 
kind of thi.ng if you are talkin� about 
unity. The �hon. Parliamentary Secre­
tary to the Ministry of Natural Resour­
ces (Mr. Bowman) yesterday said that 
they were always talking about and 
appealing for unity. for a gf�tting-together 
of the working-class forces of this coun­
t rv. Is that appeal really genuine when 
a man stands at a door of an office where 
Guianese go for employment and tells 
them they can get no work because they 
have no P. P.P. cards? Is that the kind 
of unity you want? Is that the appeal 
you wish to be heard by the urban work­
ing-class people? 

He also went on to say that the 
leader of the urban working-class people 
never attempted to educate them. We 
educated them all right, but we educated 
them ibefore the Election. Then the 
P.P.P. went and re-educated them and 
told them, ''Don't vote for the working­
class leader; vote for the capitalist 
group,.'' That is the kind of education 
they wish us to give to the Wt)rking class. 
Whether we win an election or lose, we 
shall continue to fight for the working­
dass people of British Guiana. -[Mr. 
Wilson: "Marriage with the O.F."j-I 
hear the hon. Mini:-::ter of Communications 
talking of marriage with the U.F. What 
happened to that big marriage before 
21st August in Georgetovm North and 
Georgetown Central ? The honeymoon 
is over now so you have gone to the Court 
and got a divorce. 

They are talking about marriage 
now, but in 1952 the People's Progres­
sive Party got out there with the 
capitalists and fought against the 

l\IcDavid tax. Was not that a marriage? 
They sit in this House and castigate the 
People's National Congress for something 
with which it had nothing to do. If 
they knew anything of the philosophy of 
my party - [Interruption.] - In 1952, 
some of our 1nembers were still studying 
in England. In 19 53, thev said it was a 
good thing the British troops came to 
save the capitalists. Now, they sit over 
there in  the Government Benches and 
say it was a ' g o o d  thing the 
British troops came and saved them 
after February 16. They allied them­
selves with the capitalists in 1952 to fight 
against the soft drinks tax. We are fight­
ing the working-class case, and that is 
why when th'.:'y seek to introduce any kind 
of iniquitous Budget like the one they 
attempted on the 31st January, they wilJ 
have to be prepared for a '(IOrking-class 
uprising again in this country. It is the 
democratic right of a working-class 
people to stand up and fight so that tax­
ation will not be inflicted on them 
without their having a say in it. 

On page 2 of the revised Budget 
Statement, in the paragraph relating to 
paragraphs 32 and 33 of the Budget 
Speech of the 31st January, we find this: 

·•. . . Private investors will be in­
vited to participate in Government in· 

dustrial enterprises." 

You have statements like that-bald; not 
coming out of the shell. What does the 
Government mean by that statement? 
What industrial enterprises does the Gov­
ernment have in mind to attract private 
investors? What type of industrial under­
taking does the Government intend to ask 
private capitalists and foreign investors to 
participate in in this country? If you do 
not make it clear to them; if you do not 
tell them what kind of industry you have 
in mind; if you do not tell them what 
kind of concessions you are going to give 
them or what guarantee-s

1 if any at all; 
how are they going to come? You don't 
just say, "Come in and participate in this 
industrial concern." You must tell them 
all these things. But perhaps this· is a 
convenient t.:01e --
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Mr. Speaker: For what? 
Mr. Bissember: I was under the 

impression that it is now time for tea. 

Mr. Speaker : The clock in the 
Chamber does not say :·our o'clock as 
yet. 

Mr. Benn: 
hungry? 

\Vha t, man, are you 

Mr. Bissember: The Minister of 
Natural Resources asks if I am hungry� 
but I would te1l him that I like my cup 
of tea in the afternoon. Though it is a 
relic of the colonial past. I shall continue 
to have my tea and fight for the working-­
class people of the country. 

I was making the point that it is 
time the Government made it dear to in­
vestors. local and foreign, what it intends. 
People in this country woul<l like to invest 
some of their monev which they have been 
saving since the days of indentured Jabour 
or of s1averv. There is the example of 
:\Ir. Weither�-; with his soa:) factory. Come 
out and tel1 would-be investors: "I want 
you to come into this concern. How much 
n�onev are you willing to invest? These 
are 1�v ten;1s. These are the concessions 
for the first year; these are the conces­
sions for the second year; these are the 
conces'-ions for the third year. These are 
the guarantees J wil1 give you if you invest 
vour money. These arr the guarantees I 
;,rm give you against this talk of expro­
priation." Tlw Governnvnt says it will 
nut expropriate, hut there is such talk in 
the countrv. Satisfv the investor.;;:_ T(-'11 
them that this is a ·socialist Government 
and that there is no question of expro­
priation in British Guiana. 

Mr. Speaker : It is n,)w four 0
1cJock: 

time for the suspension of the "3itting. 

Sitting susf>i'nded jram 4 p.m. to 
4.30 p.m. 

4.30 p.m. -·-- On resum.ption. 

Mr. Speaker: At the suspension of 
the sitting the hon. Member for Campbell­
ville (Mr. Bis.'5ember) was speaking. He 

has utilized his time to the full. If he 
wishes to continue I would suggest a ... • 
�\lotion. 

l\1i·. Blair (Bcrbice River): I move 
that the hon. Member be granted an ex� 
tension of 15 minutes to continue his 
speech. 

Mr. Joaquin (Kitty) seconded. 

()uestion put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Bissember: I am indeed very 
grateful for the indulgence of the House 
in allowing me to continue my address. 
But before I continue I would invite my 
friencls on the other side of the Table -
now that the marriage between them and 
th,, capitalists before August 21 is over -
to look outside and see their erstwhile 
friends on the street. This Government 
is trying to give the false impression to 
per)l)}e overseas and in this country, that 
the' working-class people of British 
Guiana did not oppose the Budget which 
it presented here on the 31st January. 
Government has tried to give the hnpres­
sion that the capitalists are the people 
who caused the uprising, when it knows 
as a matter of fact that the working-class 
people of their own volition spontaneously 
rose up against the iniquitous so-called 
working-class Budget. If Members of 
the Government would just look outside 
thev would see that no member of my 
wo�king-class party is taking part in 
anything that is happening out there. 
Those people were their friends before 
August 21 : they were arm in arm. Those 
were the people they allied themselves 
with to prevent the working-class people 
in the City of Georgetown having their 
voices heard through the polls on August 
21. However

1 
the honeymoon is over,

and now the trouble starts.

I repeat that this Government has 
not been able to make any demographic 
surveys-in fact no surveys at all to 
ascertain what are the potentialities, 
human and otherwise, in this country in 
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order to arrive at an arrangement be­
tween private investors and the Govern­
ment for the economic development of 
this country. After the Budget State­
ment on the 31st January we saw what 
took place in this peaceful City of George­
town, a situation undoubtedly created by 
the vicious taxation proposals, which led 
to the declaration of a state of emergency 
which stm exists. Why was it necessarv 
for this Government, which professes t� 
be a Government for all the people of 
this country, to have to resort to creat­
ing the present emergency ? 

Those of us who had the privilege 
of standing in the corridor of that 
building over there (the Magistrate's 
Cou,t) when the poor working-class 
people were demonstrating in Georgetown

1 

will say that they were a peaceful lot of 
people walking up and down the streets 
with placards, genuinely appealing to the 
Government not to pursue its vicious 
Budget. They were quiet and peaceful 
people fighting for their rights under 
Democracy. Perhaps, under this Socialist 
Government they had no right to do what 
they did prior to the withdrawal of the 
Budget. There was no attempt by any 
person to interfere with this building or 
to do anything undemocratic. I stood up 
there with three Magistrates and we saw 
civil servants and other Government 
employees pass by, and a remark was 
made that they were a peaceful people 
fighting for their democratic right to live 
in this country. 

But that was the kind of thing 
which caused this Government hastily to 
send for British troops. For three days 
the demonstration went on without loot­
ing, no disorderly behaviour anywhere, 
and no person was charged for interfering 
with a Minister or going into a Govern­
ment Department and creating a nuisance. 
But this working-class Gov'ernment which 
chased out "lif!;.ey'' troops in 1953, sent 
an S.O.S. for British troops to be sent to 
this country. For this Soci�list Govern-. 
ment this is a period of the greatest 
austerity for, as the hon. Member for 
Western Berbice (Mr. Saffee) said, the 

colonial past has left this country poor 
with a lot of debt to pay, but if Govern­
ment wants to maintain its stand on 
Independence, where was the necessity to 
call in imperialist troops to suppress its 
own people whom it says i.t is represent­
ing? 

I understand that this Government 
has to foot the bill for the upkeep of the 
troops in this country. There are what 
are called tropical allowances to these 
imperialist troops. Where is the Govern­
ment going to find the money to pay these 
troops to protect Members of the Gov­
ernment in this country ? Is it going to 
ask the taxpayers to pay more taxes so 
as to pay for these troops ? That is the 
kind of hypocrisy we have in this coun­
try, a kind of hypocrisy which makes one 
wonder whether this Government is in 
fact what it says it is. It says it has no 
money. It has a Police Force and a 
Volunteer Force which carried on for three 
days and are still on duty in this countrv. 
But by calling in British troops this 
Government is by inference saying that 
its Polict; Force is not capable of main­
taining law and order in this country. 
How is it that the Minister of Home 
Affairs (Mr. Rai) eulogized the Police 
Force; said they were a loyal set of men 
who did a good job during the period of 
crisis ? How is it that Government is 
keeping British troops here under a state 
of emergency and at the same time say­
ing that the Police are loyal ? 
4.45 p.m. 

When the hon. Minister of Home 
Affairs said that the Police were loyal, the 
hon. Premier's Private Secretary, an ex­
patriate from Trinidad - I have never 
met the gentleman, but this post is in the 
Estimates and he is paid $720 a month -
made a statement questioning the loyalty 
of the Police Force in this country. We 
have the hon. Minister, whose portfolio 
includes the responsibility for the Police 
Force, saying that the Police are loyal. 
and we have also the Secretary of the 
P.P.P.,_ the Party in the Government

7 

questioning the loyalty of the Police. 



1257 Appropriafon Bill-- lOnr APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 1258 

[MR. BISSEMBER] 

:Mr,,. Janet Jagan. Secretary of the P.P.P. 
and wife of the Premier, is reported in 
Tile Gleaner in Jamaica a:: having ques-
tioned the loyalty of the British Guiana 
Police Force. 'When the Pn'.mier's Private 
Secretary and the Secretary of the 
P.P.P., the governing Partv� make these 
statements, they are calculated to impair 
the foyulty oi the Briti;::;h Guiana Police 
Forc1;---tbry can ha\·e no other effect. 

Sometimes I feel Eke asking the Pre­
mier and some of his co11eagues to 
muzzle the n:outh of their Private Secre­
tary. I remember �pea kin;� on this sub­
i1"ct somP time ago \\·hen a certain hon. 
:\frmber from that side nf the House 
said: "\Vhy is the hon. T'.Iemher for 
Campbellvillc attacking this gentleman? 
He does nnt "rant a k)b; he is a rich man 
with a yacht.'' The ;1e'.:t week I saw that 
$7 20 a month \Vas provided for the man 
who wanted no job! ls th,1t the Guiani-
zation this Government  talks about? [s 
that the typt> uf Guiani.zation some people 
believe in when they bring an outsidrr to 
thi:-; ccantry and make him the Premicr':­
Privatc Secretary ? 

i ·wi-"h that certain hon. "?\!embers 
wiII reali::e that by their very behaviour 
their own .supportE'rs \Vill find them out; 
they will find them out \ erv soon. l 
remcmb;-::r rf'ferring to  that before. T'hi!-­
Guvrrnmem rw.s created something in this 
country for which it wi11 certainly regret. 
The day 'Nill come whrn the very weapon 
the GowrnmP-nt used 0�1 August 21 wi11 
turn back and seek those on the Gt)Vern­
rnenfs side. 

1 notice that we have to approve of 
big ::urns for the Police Fore�. The Police 
:1re in fact a loyal group of people in this 
country, and it corroborates what the 
hon. Minister of Finance said when he 
eulogized them and indicated what a good 
job they are doing. They wm continue 
to do a good job in this country despite 
what type of Government is in power, if 
those who contrnl the admjnistration of 
this country during this critical period 

of its hislory ,vrn not open their 
mouths and interfere with matter::; which 
are strictly the concern of the Police. I t  
i s  this kind of thing that makes the ordin­
ary man in the street get up and say that 
this Governm<•nt is opposed to this and 
that. became the Government is interfer­
ing with :,.1attecs concerning t.hr Police 
here and there. 

I will relate an incident today which 
I did not relate on the last occasion­
[ An hon. Member: "A lie.'·]-It is no use 
saying: it is a lie. Some hon. :Members will 
know it is not a lie. 

Mr. Speaker: I think you should 
address the Chair. 

Mr. Bissembel': It is no point in 
saying it is rwt true. A certain incident 
occurr�d on the Ea.st Coast \vhere a rep::lrt 
was made by the Public Works Depart­
ment to the Police. The Police, in their 
usual, Joyal and dutiful attitude, detailed 
a <lPtective to investigate the matter. 
Some stones, the property of the in­
habitants of this country, were put at :� 
certain spDt by the P.\\'.D., and a certain 
individual ;rnd her agents were seen n·­
moving the :;tones from the P.W.D'::; heap. 
This indi'.'idual and ht>r a,'..!;ents were 
questioned. and in her presence the :-}tone·, 
were remo\cd by the P.W.D., but she did 
n ,t protest. ']'here was enou,c-h evidence 
to pr(Fecute her. She 1nid a visit to 
Georgetown tlle following morning, and 
what do we hear? She had an interview 
with the hon. Minister ,A Home Affairs; 
tbe )Iinister ca1led for the statement tht' 
Police took frim1 her: sent her to a 
Deputy Superintendent of Police. who is 
nut staUoned in East Dcmerara PolicP 
Divi,•)jon 1 and the next thing one hears is 
that the \V;Jman is not to be prosecuted 
by the Polk:e and that a poJjccman is 
c�1a::-r:.;ed for iw-:ultinr.r the woman. That is 
th� kind of discrin1ination or ministerial 
interierence which will lead th;s countrv 
to national disunity. That is the kind t;f 
minister:al intervention or interferencr.: 
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that takes place when a party supporter 
is involved, and then some people say 
that the Police are not doing their duty. 

-[An hon. Member: ''Who says she 
is a party supporterT'j-The hon. Min­
ister will tell you who says she is a party 
supporter. The woman was allowed to go 
free, and nothing more was heard about 
the investigation. An officer rang the 
Superintendent of Police on the East 
Coast and everything was all right. 

We are all striving for national 
unity, and we are all striving to stop 
nepotism, corruption and discrimination. 
I beg the Ministers of this Government 
not to repeat this sort of behaviour, be-
cause it will lead to more trouble in this 
country. Do not stand in this House and 
talk about unity, and encourage the 
working class to join with you, when 
Members of the Government are doing 
the opposite to what they are saying. If 
the Police are not to be allowed to in­
vestigate matters; if the process of in­
quiry cannot be carried out without minis­
terial interference, it will create in tl1is 
country anarchy

1 
lawlessness and a state 

of utter disorder. I ask in all sincerity 
that this particular incident will not be 
repeated. 

Mr. Speaker: Time ! 

Mr. Burnham: I beg to move that 
the hon. Member be giyen a further 15 
minutes. 

Mr. Joaquin (Kitty) seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Bisscmber: I feel very strongly 
on this matter, and I hope my hon. 
Colleague and Friend will look into the 
matter and call a halt to this kind of 
ministerial intervention that is taking 
place in this country. It maybe that there 
are other cases which cannot be traced 
directly to his Ministry, but it is known 
that other Members of the Government 
have got in touch with his Ministry and 
have tried to pollute the course of Police 

investigations in this country. I ask that 
this type of intervention be stopped, be· 
cause there might be grave repercussions 
in this country if it is permitted to con• 
tinue. You may preside over and govern, 
not a country where peace and tran• 
quility prevail, but you may find your­
self governing a country where you will
have riots, civil disobedience, civil strife

) 

racial antagonism, etc., and the British 
troops will not be able to control the 
situation. Rather than spending a lot of 
money to pay the British troops� this 
Government ought to have used the 
money in other avenues whereby we 
\Vould have had a better countrv on 
Augu::.t 16 -- we would have had a �oun­
try where everybody would be happy to 
live in it. 

The members of the P.N.C. do not 
only talk of unity, but we practise it. We 
on this side have alwavs said that our 
intention or desire is t; create a feeling 
of Guianese nationalism. If the Members 
of this Government do not succeed in the 
tjme they have at their disposal to create 
that feeling of Guianese nationalism, let 
me tell them that they wi11 never succeed 
in running this country for the benefit 
of its inhabitants. This is an important 
matter to be faced. When they attack us 
on the P.N.C. side, they will only be 
creating rn.cial tension. 

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Natural Resources said 
that we on this side of the House have 
done our bit to create racial tension in 
this country. I ask them over there, what 
troubles are the hon. Premier now having 
with regard to racial factions in the 
P. P.P.? Race is causing trouble in the 
P .P .I\ and some of them are still talking 
about doing something to stop racialism. 
1 wonder who was ever asked to re­
marry his wife under Hindu rites, and let 
her we.ar a sari before she goes back to 
the constituency which he represents ? 

5 p.m. 

He is not here now. I am wondering 
further-[/ n terru pt ion.]
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please! Per­
sonal matters of such a kind should not 
be - What is happening to this House? 
Even when the Speaker Eays, ··Order", 
hon. l\lembers continue with their giggle. 
When the Speaker is on h;s feet, he ex­
pects the House to be silent and everyone 
looking at him to hear what he has to say. 
If this behaviour continues. I shall have 
to use my democratic and, indeed, my 
parliamentary right to ad_iourn the 
House until hon. :Vlembcrs learn to be­
have. I was making the point that what 
the hon. Member for Campbellville just 
said is a personal matter relating to the 
affairs of a Member of the House and it 
should not be permitted to be part of his 
speech. I am, therefore, calling on him 
to withdraw the remark. 

Mr. Bissember: Mr. Speaker, I with­
draw what I said. 

Mr. Speaker: Let the:·e be no fur­
ther reference to the matkr. 

Mr. Bissember: The hon. Parlia­
mentary Secretary castigated us and said 
that we are responsible for racial tension 
in this country. But do not blame us on 
this side when there are incidents and 
those on the Government side are doing 
nothing to stop this feeling in the coun­
try and bring the ma_jor n�ces together. 
The hon. Mt::mber is absent, but I meant 
him no il l  will when l mentioned what I 
mentioned� which I withdrew subse­
quently. 

The members of thi:� Government 
have to show the entire electorate of this 
country that they are interested in every­
one. They come here to run the Govern­
ment, representing not only P.P.P. sup­
porters but the entire length and breadth 
of the country, and I beg them again to 
try and heal the racial rifts which exist 
in British Guiana. It would not make 
things any better by printing things like 
the petition to the United �ations with 
a racial slant, nor would we succeed by 
adopting measures like the Congress Paper 
of I 956. We cannot get en either, by 
saying that negro Policemen shot Indians. 

Let us get down to thi! job of bring­
ing the people together. not by talking and 
meeting our supporter-:. and saying that 
we are doing a ,vonderful job, but by act­
ing. This country belongs to every ethnic 
group living here. This country is not 
for one particular class or group of people. 
Let us appreciate that and if we do so, 
we will show our appreciation by appro­
priate acts and action when the occasion 
arises. 

There is one Head in the Esti­
mates ·---- Deeds Registry - on which I 
should like to speak. Those of us who 
have had occasion to go to the Deeds 
Registry on business would readily have 
observed that, in that department

) 
there 

is a heap of mess. There is hardly enough 
room for the clerks to work properly; 
there is hardly enough room for the mem-
bers of the public who go there on busi­
ness; there is no proper accommodation 
for the civil servants who are engaged in 
that technic:1! <l'2'partment of our Civil 
� ,_erv1ce. 

I wish the Minister concerned wil l  
look into conditions a t  the Deeds Regis­
try and see what can be done to clear 
up the mess there because it is, in 
my humble opinion, one of the most 
important departments in the Civil Ser­
vice where people are asked to h andle 
matters of a highly technical nature, 
where business is transacted which has to 
receive the attention of Her Majesty's 
judges. I t  is time, therefore, that some­
thing be done to relieve the confusion and 
chaos there. I observed, with much 
satisfactiorL that a new officer has been 
appointed Organization and Method� 
chief, and I hope the l'viinister concerned 
will see to it that something is done im­
mediately to relieve the stress and burden 
under which our civil servants there have 
to work. 

The next Head in the Estimates on 
which I wish to speak is, ··Attorney­
General''. I know the hon. the Attornev­
General has assumed office there only 1n 
October last year or sometime before 
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that, and 1 hope that whatever comments 
I make this afternoon in this House will 
be noted and investigated by him and by 
those concerned. I have had close as­
sociation with that office for l ¼ years -
l 960 and early 1961 - by going there
daily, and I want to say that in that im­
-vortant office in the Public Service, things
are not as they should be. There again,
the Organization and Methods Officer can
look into the conditions and see how they
can be made better. For instance, there is
the question of staffing. \Ve are hoping to
achieve an independent nationhood short­
ly. It is, therefore, very important that
we have set up a proper legal administra­
tion, that the Law Officers Department
should be properly staffed, properly
equipped and should have the personnel
it needs to run it. If it is a question of
funds, I ask the Ministers to do their
best to see that that department, which
is so important, is looked after immedi­
ately.

There is another point which I wish 
to make on that department, and this con­
cerns the system of recruiting officers to 
fill the various positions. Those who have 
to deal with the administration of justice 
in this country will know how important 
each individual officer in that office is, 
what duties he has to perfonn, how wide 
and varied is his scope of activity. It 
becomes of great importance, therefore, 
that the right type of officer is recruited 
into that department. It must not be said 
that because a person bas a high acade­
mic degree he must be given precedence 
over another applicant for a vacant post 
there. 

As I understand it, the factors to be 
taken into consideration when recruiting 
officers into a department, are, first of all, 
ability; secondly, competence and acade­
mic qualification. Experience, of course, 
is something which is very necessary. You 
cannot have three or four qualified men 
working in that department for four or 
five years, advising Government depart­
ments and prosecuting in the Courts, then 
suddenly one morning, when an import-

ant vacancy arises, you bring a man 
straight from university and say, "Here 
is a job for you. Do it." I am told 
that a certain gentleman has just been 
recruited into that department, into a 
high office, because he has achieved high 
academic qualifications-a Master of 
Laws degree. 

Academic qualification is good, but 
it should not stand before experience­
people who have been doing the work for 
all these years, who, because of lack of 
funds or pressure of work, could not go 
to London for a refresher course and take 
the l\faster's degree. The yardstick 
should not be only this degree. If there 
are men who have been doing the work 
all the time, do not bypass them for a 
man who might have come from London 
with a Master's degree. 

The Attorney-General will agree 
that the complex and varied matters 
which have to be attended to by 
legally trained ofiicers are things which 
call for tremendous experience and 
not just academic qualifications. I hope 
that those concerned will look into this 
and see what can be done because it 
must be remembered that not so long ago, 
Sir Archie Marshail, a British High Court 
judge who visited this country and called 
at the Attorney-General's Chambers, said 
that the Law Officers in that department 
are, in the majority, immature. 

Mr. Speaker: Are you going to be 
much longer? Your time is running out. 

Mr. Correia.� I beg to move that the 
hon. l\Iember be given another 15 minutes 
to continue his speech. 

Mr. Kendall (New Amsterdam) 
seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Bissember: I am grateful, sir, 
but I promise I shall not be long. This 
is an important department about which 
I am very much concerned. As I said. 
an independent nation should have a pro� 
per legal administration. What has the 
Government done to meet the criticisms 
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of that High Court judge when he made 
that statement to which I referred a few 
moments a:w? You have to try and get 
mature mir�ds in that department. You 
have to try and see whether the material 
vou have there, which has been working 
�ery well for the last five years, cannot 
continue to work without your having to 
bring a man who has just left university. 

Some of the members of the Gov­
ernment do not appreciate the significance 
of what I am saying, but I trust the hon. 
the Attorney-General will look into this 
and with funds available from Govern­
me�t. will attempt to do something to 
meet· such a criticism and make it attrac• 
tive for experienced officers with some 
abilitv. We are rapidly moving away 
from -this transitional period

1 
and that will 

make me- say a few words on the Civil 
Service. 

5.15 p.m. 

It seems to me that this Govern­
ment has not appreciated, or has not 
ueen able to recognize the fact that there 
will be 0Tave adrr1inistrative irnplications 

l"-, 

and responsibilities following the achieve­
ment of Independence in this country. If 
it has realized those two facts it would 
have taken some steps to train our young 
civil ser\'ants so as to prepare them fur 
the various diplomatic services which 
this country \\·ill have to undertake with 
lndepender;ce. A diplomatic service is 
something which an independent country 
must carrv. J do not know who the 
Governme�t intends to appoint as Ambas­
sadors. but l know who is likely to be 
made an Ambassador to a particular 
country, and the hon. :Member knows to 
whom I am referring. 

The point is that we must have 
trained persons to assume the respon­
sibilities and to run the machin�ry of the 
diplomatic service when this country be­
comes independent-----persons who are Gui­
anese, and who have not left the country 

1 O or 15 years ago-men who are working 
in the Civil Service now, and who can do 
something for the benefit of this country. 
'J'here should be a training scheme for 
civil sen-ants so that they may realize 
that thev an" not just robots, not mere 
tax colle�:tors, but an integral part of the 
Government of this country. r nject into 
them th(� idea that they have a role to 
play when this country gets Independence. 
If the Government itself endeavours to get 
civil servants to realize how important 
they are, and to realize that they are the 
people to carry the responsi.biHty when 
we have Independence, we can safely 
dose our eyes and say tbat our own Gui-­
anese civil .servants will be there to lead 
and work in the various Departments 
when Independence comes. Not only 
that, Government will have their loyalty, 
and a trained and satisfied Civil Service 
will give better service than two or three 
untrained civil servants. Let us create 
opportunities for our Guiancse civil ser­
vants and not look outside to bring people 
from abroad. Let us have faith and con­
fidence in our own people. Let us mani­
fest it by gjving them the opportunitie$ 
which they richly deserve. 

An independent country without a 
trained Public Service is a country which 
will never succeed in its public admin­
istration. A country which does not have 
the necessarv material t o  run its diplo­
matic servic� is a country which is not 
worthy of being independent. I and my 
party appeal to those concerned to look 
into the possibility of starting immediately 
a training scheme whereby our civil ser­
vants will feel that they are a part of 
the machinery of Government. Let us 
try to wipe out that strained relationship 
between -the Government a.nd the Civil 
Service which reached a climax on the 16th 
February. Let us not try to antagonize 
them but endeavour to create an atmos­
phere in Briti,,h Guiana in which, by our 
actions, deeds and speeches

1 
our ;eneral 

behaviour; people outside an<l in this 
peaceful country of ours will say there 
is in fact a Government which truly re-
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presents all sections of our community, 
a Government which is not corrupt and 
which does not believe in nepotism, a 
Government which can really govern the 
entire Guianese nation. [Applause.]

The Attorney-General (Dr. Ram­
sahoye): It is interesting to hear the 
observations which have been made bv 
the hon. Member for Campbellville witi1 
respect to the administration of justice in 
the Attorney-General's Ministry. We on 
this side of the House realize the absolute 
need for a strong and efficient svstem of 
justice in this c�untry. Thi.'i w� do not 
have to be told, but we also realize that 
the quality of our legal system depends 
upon the quality of the men called upon 
to administer it. 1t therefore follows that 
it is essential, if the administration of 
justice is to mean anything in terms of 
sovereignty, that every effort will have to 
be made by the Government to attract 
and retain in the Legal Service men of 
learning, ability and integrity, and men 
given to sacrifice, and that money ,vm 
have to be spent to provide them with the 
material which is necessary if they are to 
make any significant contribution to the 
development of the legal system. 

It is with this objective in view that 
the Estimates to which my learned 
friend, the hon. Member for Campbellvi1h 
ref erred were laid before this House. The 
Estimates include provision for additional 
staff for the Attornev-General's Cham­
bers. The Attornev-G�neral could not be 
expected to be responsible for legal mat­
ters, to be the Chief Legal Adviser of the 
Government, and to be the leader of the 
Bar unless he is assisted by learned men. 
New posts have been created, but they 
have been created in the expectation that 
they will be filled by persons who deserve 
to be appointed to them. They are being 
iilled in order to assist in the preparation 
for the heavy tasks which will face us 
with Independence. In the past we dealt 
in this colony only with municipal pro­
blems. Probably, in a matter of months 
we will have to deal with problems not 
only of law but of international trade and 

probable representation at the Inter­
national Court of Justice. Those pro­
blerns cannot be tackled except by men 
who are learned in the law and trained 
in particular subject..;; . 

My learned friend referred to an 
appointment in the Law Officers' Minis­
try, the appointment of a man who 
has distinguished himself with honours at 
the Bar and has taken his Master's 
�egree

1 
and who at great sacrifice has 

decided to work in the Attorney­
GeneraFs Ministrv. There should be no 
criticism of this. � The davs when lack of 
qualifications was at a� premium, and 
when incompetence was a privilege, are 
now passing f rnm this land. The hon. 
Member should be proud to know that 
we can attract into the Public Service of 
this country such a man, and it does not 
matter that some person who may have 
been in the Service before has not been 
appointed

1 
for every man will have his 

chance to qualify and to equip himse1t 
to hold higher office in this country. 

It is not true that Government is 
not making any attempt at training, but 
it is sometimes difficult to find men to 
train in the Attorney-General's Ministrv. 
The Attorney-General would be unable to 
provide trnining facilities for officers un­
less they have at least a first degree. 
Therefore it is incumbent on the members 
of the Legal Service themselves to try to 
attain the minimum quali.fication if they 
are to be helped along the line. This is 
why it sounds so unreasonable to my mind 
to hear criticism levelled at the appoint­
ment of persons who have studied and 
who have mastered their profession with 
distinction. 

Reference was made to some remarks 
by Sir Archie Marshall. Incidentally, 
he told _me after he read the Evening Post
of a particular date, that he had said no 
such thing, and I accept his word. But 
what can we expect? We have in the 
Attorney-General's Ministry very young 
men perform�ng the most onerous duties 
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of State. Heavy responsibility has fallen 
upon them to provide this country with 
legislation, with legal advice, with 
advocates in all the cases brought by and 
against the Government, to provide Gov­
ernment Departments with advice on 
various matters, some of which hardlv 
impinge on law, but which are sent t�) 
the Attorney-General's :Ministrv in order 
that further action could be taken in a 
civil manner. Those officers have done a 
wonderful job. Those who work and 
make their contributions need not be 
afraid of not being placed in positions 
where they will hold higher office in the 
Judicial and Legal Service in this coun­
try. There is no need for them to worry 
about their future prospects, because the 
test is as it should be---merit and contri­
bution. 

I am aware of the delicate situation 
in the Registry of the Supreme Court 
where members of the Public Service, the 
Judges and members of the legal prcfes­
�ion, are .\�orking under the most depress.­
mg cond1.t10ns. I am aware that there is 
need for mor:- staff, and there is need to 
make condition.-: of service more attractive 
even to junior members of the staff. 
These points are being considered right 
now by the G•wernment, and it is hoped 
that at a very early date some satisfactorv 
solution wi11 be found to present problen{s 
in the Deeds Registrv. We do not 11se 
mob rule; we do no1: {1se rule bv violence. 
\Ve realize how important it ·is to this 
country to have a sound and efficient 
system of jn-:t1ce. '\Ve know what it is 
for justice and law and order to be broken 
down for just a few hours, as we witnessed 
on the 16th February. 1962. 
5.30 p.m. 

That is why those of us who belong 
to the lega1 profession have the greatest 
contribution to make to the welfare of the 
people in this country at the present time 
because, without law and order without 
justice and an independent judiciary, 3 

man can descend to a position where he is 
no more than an animal. 

Nevertheless, I am grateful for the 
observations which have be-en made by my 
learned brother, the hon. Member for 
Campbellvil1e

1 
and I can assure him that 

whatever decisions are taken with respect 
to the achievement of an efficient and fair 
system of justice, steps will be taken to 
give such justice to the best of our learn­
ing and ability. 

Mr. Cheeks (Georgetown North): 
This is a privilege I am having here for 
the first time to participate in the debate 
of this country's Budget-[ should have 
said this country's Budgets. I have 
noticed that, in trying to prepare its 
Budget, the Government has tried to do 
certain things. J propose, in the course 
of my speech, to examine what the Gov­
ernment ha�; tried to do and to show what 
it has rea11y done. 

First, I must say that the conditions 
under which this House is meeting to 
debate the Budget are conditions which I 
would certainly pref er not to have existed. -
\Ve are debating a Budget while the 
Emergency Order and a Proclamation 
Order are in force. It reminds me of the 
occasion when Kings came to Parliament 
with armed guards. I t  also reminds me 
of the occasion when Oliver Cromwe11 
went to the Parliament, took up the Mace 
and said: "Be gone." Of course he had 
an armed body of soldiers behind him. 

The l\.Iembers of this Governrrient
have tried to convince us that the exist- "' 
ence of the Emergency Order does not in 
any way restrict anybody from doing what 
he or she wishes. The fact that the 
Emergency Ord€'r exists seems to be ever 
present in one's mind and it is not, I urge, 
necessary now for these Regulations to be 
in force. One wishes to speak and feel 
that one has complete freedom when one 
is discussing the country's Budget. 

. \Vhe? the �oyernment is preparin� ...
its taxat10n policies there are several 
goals which must be kept in mind. Taxes 
are raised, first, for providing the Gov� 
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ernment with revenue; secondly, for the 
purpose, as admitted by this Government 
of making what it calls certain social 
adjustments or bringing about some form 
of equality in the general economic 
arrangement. Another aim in taxation is 
to protect the industries at home. Those 
are the three main aims in taxation. It 
appears that these three aims: The raising 
of Government revenue, the principle of 
social and economic adjustment, and the 
protection of industries are carried out by 
this Government in a contradictory man­
ner. 

If one takes, for instance, the parti­
cular goa] of raising revenu·e cme will see, 
on the one hand, where the Government 
has tried to raise revenue by imposing a 
ta..x on certain goods, by imposing a pro­
perty tax, a gift tax, a capital gains tax 
on property and on business, but at the 
same time it has adopted certain policies 
which, in the present undeveloped condi­
tion of our economy, make it impossible 
to obtain such revenue from the sources 
which are available. I wish to point out 
that even though it has imposed measures 
which will bring in revenue for the Gov­
ernment, its general attitude is such that 
it will restrict the means by which re­
venue could be obtained in this country. 

With respect to the question of social 
adjustment, I think that Government is 
not giving us a clear picture of things. It 
is trying in its fiscal policy to prevent a 
recurrence of what took place in Februa.ry 
last, and it is trying to do that in a very 
clumsy manner. It has stated that it is 
relT!oving the tax on consumer goods. It 
certainly has removed the tax on certain 
major consumer goods because it wants to 
create the impression that it is making 
life e?,sier for :he working-man. The 
Government was accused, when the first 
Budget appeared, of seeking to oppress 
the working class and, of course, that is 
exactly what Government has done. In  
the first Budget the Government attacked 
everybody in the hope that by drawing 
attentinn to the more oppressive taxes 

levied on the propertied class, the work­
icg class would have said: "We have been 
taxed, but the rich people have been 
taxed more heavily," and would have 
accepted the unjust imposition. Govern­
ment was trying to separate the working 
class from the other classes. 

If I may ref er to the remarks made 
by the hon. Member for Suddie, he 
specifically pointed out that Government 
had designed certain taxes for particular 
purposes: the tax on property, the gift tax 
and the capital gains tax. He claimed 
that these taxes were not levi�d on the 
working class. He also ref erred to the 
National Savings Scheme as not taxing 
the working class, meaning that a man 
who was in receipt of a salary of, say, 
$300 a month was not really in that class. 

The Government's policy or aim is 
quite clear. It must divide the people, 
if it must rule them. It must keep the 
working class apart from the others, be­
cause what Government saw in February 
last was a combination of all classes: 
the working class, the middle class and 
the propertied as well as the business 
class. Everybody rose up against the 
Government on that occasion. The Gov­
ernment does not want that to happen 
again, but its effort in this direction is 
only superficial. I do not think that the 
working-class people will allow them­
selves to be fooled. 

If one were to examine the income 
tax proposals one will find that Govern­
ment has given $50 more on the amount 
not taxable for a single person. That 
means that a person who is working for, 
say, $15.40 per week will have to pay a 
small tax. Does the Government feel that 
$15.40 a week is too much for a single 
person to earn? The Members of the 
Government should give some thought to 
that. I would not say that the tax will 
be hi.gh

1 
but I know that a person who 

is working for $15 .40 a week is almost 
certainly living in debt. In fact there are 
persons who are working for five or ten 
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tir.:es that sum who are living ;n debt. If 
Government is going to take even a small 
amount from the person who works for 
Sl 5 .40 a week: when I add it to what he 
will have to pay by way of indirect taxa­
tion, it will be clear that it is doing the 
working-class man something similar to 
what the first Budget did to him. The 
Government is merely doing the same 
thing in a differen t  way. 

If one were to look at the figures in 
the income tax proposals: one ;ill find 
that a man who has a wife and two 
children and is working for SliS a month 
·will also have to pay a small amount of
income tax. He has to pay rent; he has
to give his wife and children at least
three meaJg daily: pay school fees, and
provide them with clothes as well as
medicine-be has to provide them with
the various requirements of daily living.
I do not think it is fair for Government
to call upon such a man to pay income
tax �t all. Even although the tax is small.
such a man should not be asked to pay:
while }linisters of the Government and
Assemblymen sit back and forget the days
r�<;:ently passed when they earned and
lived on low wages.
5.45 p.m.

All they say now is that the revenue
must be obtained and everybodv must
pay. But ::s the immortal Shakespeare
said:

"But 'tis a common proof 
That lowliness j,_ young ambition's ladder. 
Whereto the climber-upward turns his 

face; 
But when he once attains the utmost 

round, 
He then umo the ladder turns his back, 
Looks in the clouds. scorning the base 

det�rees 
Ry which he did ascend." 

The Ministers of the Government 
are turning their hacks to the ladder and 
;-;c;H'ning the ba.-:;e degree:; bv which thev 
did ascend. But they must not forget 
that the patience of the working-class 
people is not inexhaustible. It took the 

events of February 16 to teach them that 
a community of men and women who 
are living almost on the very brink of 
starvation. among whom there is a large 
unemployed force, will not and cannot 
be compc]kd to save. l sincerely trust 
that they have learnt their lesson 
thoroughly. 

The items in  the Budget Statement 
on which they have decided to keep the 
taxes arc the items which th..:v have deci­
ded  a man can do without. · Thev have 
decided. Who are they to decide'? They 
must decide what the workirn!-man 
must use. They forget that the wc';Tkine: 
-man like any other man, must have
his recreation. Certain social and eating
habits kivc already been established,
and if they are to pbce a high tax on
a particular ikm which the working­
man is accustomed to usimz, all that
they will he doing is forcing� that work­
ing-man to spend more money on that
particular item.

In other words, taxes which are 
intended to be prog-ressivc--bccause that 
is the modern tendencv-must be so 
:arranged tha:t they take more out of 
those who can pay more. But taxes 
on certain goods · wh;ch. bv virtue of 
social custom, the working_::_man uses 
and wil l  continue to use. cease to be 
progressive and become regressive. tor 
the working-man will continue to use 
those !_Weds., and the tax will be takine 
a much higher proportion out of hi; 
pockets than out of -the pockets of the 
man who is receiving a higher income. 

I wish to  refer next to the contra­
diction in  Government's treatment of 
this businc�s of taxation. Government 
wants to e ncourage industry. That is a 
laudable measure if any Government 
uses its fiscal policy to encourage in­
dustry. In the case of coffee, this 
Government has decided to carry the 
customs duty to 75 per cent-the duty 
on coffee beans and imported coffee. 
Nescafe and instant coffee, has gone to 
75 per cent. Government, in that way 
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is protecting the coffee industry here. 
Not that we have much of a coffee in­
dustry, but one can appreciate a policy 
which is desired to protect a potential 
industry even though the Government 
allowed much of the crop to be destroyed 
last year. 

I spoke of the contradiction in 
Government's policy. You will notice 
that in case of another potential industry, 
the manufacture of soap flakes, Govern­
ment has brought the duty down to 6 per 
cent. I have no complaint at all against 
any attempt that this Government makes 
to reduce the cost of living and make 
the cost of a particular article as low as 
possible. But it makes conditions so 
hard for a potential industry. It reduces 
the customs duty so low that the foreign 
article can enter the country almost free. 
A mere 6 per cent tax is levied in one 
case and in another case, as in the case 
of coffee, the percentage is carried to 75 
so as to protect a potential industry. 

I cannot understand how the Gov­
ernment can be so inconsistent. If vou 
want to protect local industry, if you 
want to make it possible for potential 
industries to spring up in  the country so 
as to relieve unemployment and increase 
the total productivity of the country, you 
must have a clear-cut policy. You must 
assist industry. As long as the article 
is one which can be produced here, the 
Govemment's policy shou]d be a clear 
one with respect to the treatment to be 
meted out to those who wish to start in­
dustries. But it does appear that, in 
the granting of any kind of concession, 
except in  certain phases of agriculture, 
the Government's policy of opposition 
and hostility to private enterprise is 
paramount all the time. That is one of 
the things which are preventing this 
country from getting nearer to pros­
perity. 

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Natural ResouTces 
(Mr. Bowman) said that influential 
persons were advising would-be investors 

not to invest money here, and he was 
urging that this was the main reason 
why capital was not flowing into this 
country. This point has been dealt 
with, and 1 expect that my hon. Friends 
on that side of the House will say, ''Oh, 
talk of something else; bring something 
else." But i t  will bear repetition even 
though Members on this side have al­
ready said it. It is not advice from any 
influential person or persons in  this 
community that will prevent capital from 
coming here. It is the behaviour of the 
spokesmen of the Government; the fault 
lies in the actions of the Government of 
the country; it is in the nature of the 
Budget drafted for the first home-rule 
year; it is in the words of the various 
Ministers when they go abroad; it is in 
the Government's declared policy. Those 
are the things which are keeping capital 
out of this country. 

You will admit that an undeveloped 
or underdeveloped country cannot lift 
itself by its own bootstraps without out­
side help, and yet, by your words and 
deeds, you erect a wall to prevent that 
capital investment from coming here. 
Then, you look for scapegoats; you look 
for persons to blame when your own 
actions are. in deed and in fact, respon­
sible. The industrial nations, which 
alone can help you, are the nations that 
you antagonize. You use words which 
make it impossible for th1.!m to trust vou. 
and then you say that they will not help. 

What really is preventing capital 
from coming here are answers such as 
this which I will quote. I know that 
newspapers do not always tell the truth. 
[Hon. Members: "Hear, hear."] -I 
have had experience of that. But 
answers like this will never bring capital 
here. I am quoting from the Evening 
Post of April 3: 

"Question: Are you a Communist? 

Answer: I never say yes or no to 
that question . . . " 
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Mr. Speaker : If the hon. Member 
wishes to ,quote from that particular 
document, he must also say who is the 
questioner and who is the person answer­
ing the question. 

Mr. Cheeks: The questioner in 
this case is Lord Lambton, and the per­
son who is giving the answers is the hon. 
the Premier. 

iv'lr. Speaker: 
the publi.cation? 

Mr. Cheeks: 
Tuesday, April 3. 
page 4. 

Mr. Speaker: 

What is the date of 

Evening Post ot 
I am quoting from 

Please proceed now. 

Mr. Cheeks: I quote: 

''Question: Arc you a Communist? 

.Answer: I never say yes or no to 
that question. I think that there arc 
different types of Communists who try 
�nd do Jiffcrent. things, There are, for 
mstance. Tito and Stalin." 

[An hon. Member: 'Tito."] You must 
pardon me if l cannot pronounce these 
Russian names correctly. [Laughter.]

Mr. Speaker: ''Tito'' is Yugoslavian. 

Mr. Cheeks: Thank vou, Mr. 
Speaker. I could b� excused if I did 
not even know that. But I do know 
that Marshal Tito is the President of 
Yugoslavia. What I should have said 
was that I accept the correction from the 
hon. Gentleman on the Government side 
that the pronunciation of T-i-t-o is  
"Tito" and not "Tito". 

Mr. Speaker: I think this is an 
appropriate time for the Leader of the 
�ouse to move a Motion for the suspen­
s10n of the relevant Standing Order to 
enable the House to adjourn. 

Mr. Be1m: As agreed with the 
hon. Members of the Opposition parties, 
I beg to move the suspension of Standing 
Order 9 (6) to enable the sitting to be 
suspended to 8 p.m. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

St:Ning suspended from 6 p.nz. to 8 
p.m.

8 p.m. 

On resumpt:on -

Mr. Speaker: When the sittmg 
was suspended at 6.30 p.m. the hon. 
Member for Georgetown North was ad­
dressing tht· Assembly. He may no,w 
resume. 

Mr. Cheeks: At the a<ljoununent 
! was referring to some of the things
which, in my opinion, have been keep­
ing investment capital from coming into
this country, and I referred to a ques­
tion and answer quoted here. 1 say
that this is the kind of thing whkh really
has kept capital out of this country,
The P r e m i e r was asked: ··When
do you think British Guiana should
be given Independence?" The answer
was "TI1is vear." If the Premier
has to walf the s t r c e t s to his
office with armed bodyguards; has to
keep this country in a state of emerg­
ency, and re.fuses to do away with British
troops, I do not see that his answer
"This year'' make,s any sense, but so as
not to appear to be drawing a red her­
ring across the trai1 I would like to refer
to another quotation along the same
lines. I refer now to another Press
Conference which took place in the
U.S.A. I propose to quote from the
magazine Guiana Times which I know
is very much read by Members of the
Government. I quote from page 38 of
that magazine;
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"Mr. Spivak: Are you or are you 
not pro-communist? 

Dr. Jagan: Well, Mr. Spivak, let 
me put it this �ay: There is a great 
deal of confusiou about this whole ques� 
tion of British Guiana . ... " 

That is the kind of thing we get. The 
hon. gentleman who is Premier of this 
country is unable to give a direct answer 
to a simple question, and he leaves the 
questioner to judge whether he is a Com­
munist or not by studying his record. 
When one studies that record one can 
come to only one conclusion. I will 
say further, that if� as the hon. Parlia­
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources (Mr. Bowman) said, 
you were to make a list of the persons who 
are responsible for keeping capital out 
of this country, I think the person whose 
name should head that list should be the 
hon. the Premier himself, and following 
in line are those hon. Members who 
make it their duty, both at home and 
abroad, to let it be known that they are 
admirers of that system of government 
which is opposed to that of the Western 
Democracies - opposed to the group of 
countries which have by far the greatest 
bulk of the world's wealth. 

In reply to this argument the hon. 
Gentlemen on the Government side 
usually ask "Why is it that for all the 
years when there was no Socialist Gov­
ernment in power. all this great -amount 
of capital did not flow into the undevel­
oped countries?" This is the answer: 
It is only since the end of the last war 
that the great industrial countries began 
to tum their attention seriously to de­
velopment of the under-developed terri­
tories. It was only during the 1940's that 
the spirit of international humanitarian­
ism really began to take root in the 
minds of economists and rulers in the 
metropolitan industrial countries, and it 
was during that decade that the battle 
lines were drawn between East and West. 
It should not be surprising, therefore, if 
the wealthy countries of the West should 
prefer to 2,ive assistance to those under-

developed countries which have shown 
by their systems of government that they 
were likely to remain within the Western 
fold. 

There is no doubt that if this 
country had clearly and unequivocally 
aligned itself with the Western Demo­
cracies from the tim� that we began to 
have more and more control of our own 
affairs, the great needs of this country 
would certainly have had a better chance 
of fulfilment� and the capital equipment, 
without which no undeveloped country 
can hope to  become industrialized, 
would have come here in greater quanti­
ties. There is no doubt that the gross 
domestic product of British Guiana 
would have been increased, and the 
average income per head would have 
been much higher. There is no doubt that 
the unemployment problem would have 
been beaten, because where industries 
rise employment flows. Where you re .. 
move unemployment you remove one of 
the chief sources, if not the only real 
source of misery. 
8.15p.m. 

It is during that same decade, th-e 
l 940's, that the growing need of trade
unions was felt and the gap between
those who received wages and those who
received profits began to lessen. I wish
to say that the words and actions of the
Leaders of this Government are prevent­
ing capital from coming to British Gui­
ana. Therein lies the contradiction in
the policies we are asked to accept.
TI1e statement is made at •all times:
"We want capital."

In paras. 32 and 33 of the amended 
Budget Statement one reads: 

'•. . . Private investors will be invited 
to participate in Government industrial 
�nterprises." 

Government speaks about reoealino the 
tax holiday legi:slation, and - yet �ome 
h�n. Members. speak about encouraging
private enterprise. What effort is beino 
made to establish private industries here? 
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All kinds of obstacles arc being put in 
their way. That kind of behaviour can­
not encourage foreign investors to 
come here. That type of behaviour will 
lead to nothing more ttwn what is being 
done here at the moment. and it will only 
rc'.stdt in increased unemployment. There 
will be no means of raising the wages 
of the lowest income group to anything 
higher than starvation lcwL if some­
thing practical is not done very soon. 
\Ve have just seen an effort made to 
raise wa�es. and we know that the 
Members· of the Government had 
to retire behind t h c smoke-screen 
of the pe.rpctual shortage of money: 
"They will p�1y. s u bje c t  to the 
availability of fonds··. [An hon. Mem�
her: "Arson, too."l ---·· Arson by the 
P.Y.O. Government \vas compelled to 
hide behind a smoke--scrccn nnd seek 
refuge in the !1roviso: "subject to the 
availability of funds." We know that 
Government wiJJ have t;::> find the funds 
to  pay the people. 

lt is known that certain Q"roups have 
received their moncv, hut others have to 
wait on the re-;ults of the Whitlev Coun­
cil. Those Government emplovees who 
fall below the salaries in scales B 8, 9 and 
C'---1v1esscngcrs, Watchmen, Nurse Aids, 
Nurses, Rt1ral Postal Assistants and 
many others me still 1n the same posi­
tion in which thcv ,vere when thcv went 
on strike. This ·i-. the bchaviou; of a 
Government calling itself a people's 
Government. But, Mr. Speaker, ex­
perience "honJJ have tam:r.ht this Gov­
ernment the ics-;on that irritation occa­
s1()ncd hv broken promises. hunger and 
want \Vill r:1gc in the minds of suffering 
people beyond the medicine of words. 

i have alrc.idv snokcn about the 
ron3tructions in thi� d(�cument. I wi:::h 
to refer to para. 3 on page J of the first 
Budget which reads as follows: 

"Mam· cnionlcs and former colonies 
k.nmv. to their cost. that foreign invest� 
ment and foreign aid in the past have 

often meant no more than the creation 
of new sources of supply to suit the need� 
of the foreign powers: ... " 

This Government expects factories to be 
laid clown here by the East German in­
dustrialists 1 r believe. We are told that 
these factories will be paid for mainly 
with goods produced in the factories. I 
will ask the question: Is it not, by this 
procedure, tying the economy of thjs 
country to that of East Germany which 
is setting up the factories? Is it not a 
case� therefore. that! if in the past our 
country was tied in a colonial relationship 
to the Western countries. we  are bcim! 
tied now in the same relationship to
Communbt countries? In this case the 
b-:.mlcn \vill be much harder to bear bc­
c:rnsc these countries are much poorer? 
Does il not mean that \VC are being tied 
in the smni.'! r('lationship to a metropoli­
tan country of another type? It mca11s, 
as in the Yrnnls in the Budµ:et Statement: 

·· ... that foreign investment and
foreign aid in the past have often meant 
no mor� than the creation of new sources 
of supply to suit the needs of the foreign 
powers: ... " 

Mr. Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Campbell (North West): I 
hc0: to move that the hon. Member for 
G;orgetown North be a11owcd to speak 
for a furtl1-:r 15 minutes. 

Mr. Melville (Rupununi) seconded. 

Quest/on put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Checks: The hon. Parlia­
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources referred to the fact 
that in Trinidad a large number of con­
sumer goods were being taxed; he 
�tated that taxes were being raised on 
certain consumer goods, and be won­
dered what the capitalists would do over 
there. But he did not tell us  that in 
Trinidad the Customs lmpot1 Duties 
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have been only now raised to a figure of 
6½ % , whereas in British Guiana there 
are taxes ranging between 20%, 30% 
40yo, 75% and 100%. The average 
here must lie between 40% and 50%. ln 
comparing us with Trinidad, the Parlia­
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Nat­
ural Resources did not tell us, as will be 
seen from page 14 of this Budget Spe.ech, 
that the British Guiana Airways had suf­
fered a loss of $84,000 last year. 

In the case of Trinidad, where the 
B.W.I.A. was purchased, a profit of 
$1 M was made last year. The Parlia­
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources did not tell us about 
all of these things. In fact those are 
some of the things this Government will 
try to hide from the British Guiana pub­
lic. The Members of this Government 
do not want our people to know the 
truth about things. They want the 
people to know their truth only, but the 
people of British Guiana will soon let 
them know that they have no place for 
Government's brand of truth. 

l would like to refer to another
quotation. This time it is one which 
appeared in the Graphic newspaper of 
Tuesday, 10th April, 1962, at  page L I 
think that the sums of money which art 
ref erred to in the Appropriation Bill be­
fore us must include the payment for 
Government advertisements and Gov­
ernment announcements in the various 
newspapers. Here we can see, out of 
the blue, a Ministerial decision. I will 
quote: 

"BAN ORDERED ON A 
NEWSPAPER 

The Council of Ministers have ban­
ned the official purchase of the Daily 
Chronicle by any Government office. 
And no more Government advertisements 
will appear fo the same newspap�r. 

The ban is contained in an order 
from the Permanent Secretary to the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry to beads 
of Departments. It is dated April 5. 

The memorandum states: "I arr, 
directed to inform vou that the Council 
of Ministers have decided that no paid 
advertisements or <Jovcrnment notice 
should be published in the Daily Chroni-

de and that official subscriptions to that 
newspaper should be terminated. 

You should therefore ensure that 
your department ceases to purchase the 
Chronicle newspaper for official use." 

This is not the beginning. The beginning 
took place ever since. This is merely 
the variation of a pattern which is be­
ing set to indoctrinate th� people in 
Marxisrn--Lcninism. The hon Prem­
ier is smiling at the moment. but his 
Government cannot stand criticism. That 
is why, in other countries where that 
type of philosophy prevails. there is cen­
sorship on newspapers - the nc\vspap­
ers are owned by the Government, and 
only what the Party wants published is 
allowed to be published. 
8.30 p.m. 

Now, I will invite the Mem­
bers of the Government to find out 
f r o m the p c o p I e whom t h e y 
are trying to stop from reading this 
newspaper, if they re8.llv wnP..t to stop 
reading it. I know the Government 
will say it does not w'..:nt to stop people 
from reading the ncv,rsrx.rner, but, by 
withholding announcements, advertise­
ments of vacant nos�s in Government 
departments, m1d ~ so on. it is denying 
the readers of that particular newspaper 
the privilege and the right of see!ng 
announcements published there. 

Whose money is being s1::cnt? The 
money is not theirs. It is the Gnvcm­
mcnt's money, the pcople·s money. and 
the Government has no ri1rht to decide 
which newspaper the people must read. 
The Government will say that this parti­
cular 'paper is banned from Government 
offices and if the people w�nt to read it. 
they must buy it o,1tside. But the 'paper 
which i.'" going to be �unplie<L from all 
accounts, in the Government offices is 
the Thunder.

I do not know if I have gone too 
far in my prognostication

7 
but, I believe. 

very socn the Thunder will be a daily 
paper. By having banned the Chron­
icle, which is, at the present time, the 
most influential of daily 'papers, the 
Government is paving the way. What-
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ever you want-Government announce­
me�1ts, tenders for various supplies 
which the Government m .. 1y need and 
various other thmgs which the G�vern­
ment announces to the public and which 
we must read - you will find in  Thun­
der. There you have political power 
being used to stifle free thought and to 
squelch industry. [Mr. Ram . Kan-an:
"Distortion:·1 It is a distortion� indeed, 
if you try to silence the truth as the 
Government is trying to do now. I 
think you will agree with me, :Mr. 
Speaker, if J sav that this act is an im­
�oral one and is a denial of a right 
hitherto possessed by the pcoDle of Gui­
:ma. and enshrined in our Constitution. 

I would like, now. to refer to 
another aspect of this Budget, and t::1 
make a few points on education. On 
page 81 of the Estimates, there is a 
sum of $305.552 provided for grants to 
Aided Secondary Schools. On oaire 

• • b 

85 of the same document, I sec the 
amount provided for Queen's College is 
$289.088. I do not want anyone to 
imagine that J am saying that this is too 
much for Queen's College, but T would 
like a comp3rison to l.H" drawn. \Vhereas 
14 schools in which there are no Jess 
than 8,000 children are receiving a grant 
of just over $300,000� one school with 
_just over 600 children is receiving a 
grant of just under $300,000. [Mr. Ken•
d�U: "That is Socialism."] --The wide 
gap is its own commentary, but that is 
not all. 

Although the contribution of this 
Government to the private secondary 
schools js so meagre, the Government 
wants total control of admissions to these 
schools. I do not think that is fair. TI1e 
members of the Government should 
find out what is the cost of maintaining 
these schools and then they will see to 
their surprise, that although their �on­
tribution seems very large 'io them, it is, 

indeed, negligible. Then� let them 
measure the extent of their control bv 
the proportion of their contribution. 

But we believe that the reason for 
their attitude in this matter is not merely 
to control admissions so that, as they 
say. per.sons who are deserving of en­
trance into these schools wiJI enter there. 
Behind the plan--ffotermptfon.J-1 
heard a Member on the Government side 
putting a ,vord into my mouth. I be­
lieve he knows what it is, but there is 
undoubtedly some other purpose. What" 
ever they do. they do according to plan. 
We know the monumental thoroughness 
of these pe,,ples organization. Thev do 
not do anything just for the sake of do­
ing it. Every word they use, every 
move they make, fa1ls into a pattern. It 
is part of the great Communist olan to 
destroy religion, and in every facet of 
their life, in every department of their 
activity, there is the development of this 
plan. So you wi1I see that in their pro­
posal to control admissions to these 
schools, they are making it possible for 
schools of a particular denomination to 
enrol children among whom there mav 
not be one child of that particular faith. 
When this happens, we shall be verv 
near the beginning of the end of retiaio� 
in the private secondary schools. 

t::> 

I wish also to refer to page 80 of 
the Recurrent Estimates, but before I do 
that I must point to a claim which this 
Government makes. It alwav.s savs that 
it is not right for Government f�nds to 
be spent to provide employment for per­
sons of one religion or of one group to 
the exclusion of persons of ·· another 
group. If it is to be that way, I do not 
think that anybody will disagree with 
it, but that is not by  any means the 
whole story. Suppose you accept the 
Government's argument for the sake of 
argument. lt says that it is not fair for 
Government funds to be used to provide 
employment for persons of any parti­
cular faith to the exclusion of persons of 
another faith. However, if you look at 
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page 80 of the 1962 Estimates, there is 
an item under "0th.er Charges"-Teach­
ing of East Indian languages. I wonder 
if Government funds are being spent 
there, and I wonder who is going to be 
employed there and to the exclusion of 
whom. These questions answer them­
selves. 

I notice too that in the overall pic­
ture of expenditure ,on education, on 
page 80, the total to be spent on the 
primary schools, if I were to include the 
amount to be spent on the Government 
Training College, is just about $7 mil­
lion. If you were to add up all the 
amounts which arc to be spent on all 
other aspects of secondary education -
technical education, grammar school 
education, extra scholarships, domestic 
science - you wi11 get something like 
only $1 ½ million. This sum of $1½ 
million includes Queen's College grants, 
Bishops' High School grants. grants to 
private secondary schools, grants to the 
various domestic science centres and, as 
I have said, all the various branches of 
�,econdary education in its widest sense. 

No one is complaining that the grant 
assigned to the primary schools is too 
much. In fact, it is too little, but the 
proportion in regard to the grant to sec­
ondary schools is worrying me. I won­
der how much Government expects to get 
out of a secondary education system in­
to which it puts comparatively so little. 

I would like to make one more re­
ference. Perhaps, this Government is 
really having a hard time with respect 
to its supply of money. - [Mr. Ram
Karn,.n: "Arson!'']--1 would like to ask 
at what time does it intend to fill certain 
vacancies--

Mr. Speaker: Mav we have a 
Motion before you proceed further? 

Mr. Campbell (North West): I 
beg to move that the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North be allowed to speak 
for another 15 minutes. 

Mr. Melville seconded. 

Quzst!on put, and agreed to. 

8.45 p.m. 

I know of cases in the past where 
men in nower have kept certain posts 
vacant so they may receive the benefits 
of income from those posts. I am not 
saying that this Government is doing 
cxactlv that, but I wonder what are the 
reaso�s why posts such as the head­
teachership ·of -the Broad Street Govern­
ment School have not been fil1cd. I do 
not know if this particular post has been 
filled within the past few days or hours, 
and the appointment bas not reached 
the light of day, but I know there are 
also certain other vacancies which may 
be tied to that, and there is a suggestion 
that there are political considerations 
involved in those vacancies. I would 
not like to charge this Government with 
that, so I will leave it there. 

Before I close I would like to asso­
ciate myself with a certain statement 
made by the hon. Member for Camp­
bellville (Mr. Bissember) who referred 
to the fact that persons have been apply­
ing for work at the office of Grupo Del 
Conte and have been asked to produce 
their party cards. It may appear strange 
but two persons have informed me of a 
similar experience which they have had, 
and asked me to do something about it. 
I agree with that hon. Member when he 
said that rather than scoff and cry 
•'Shame", Government should investi­
gate those comulaints. There are other 
�ases involving' small contract work. 1 
am not saving. that Ministers of the Gov­
ernment are ... directly responsible .. but 
nersons who have the nod of Ministers, 
party members in charge of the partic� 
ular offices, are the guilty ones. Those 
nersons are the cause of a lot of bad re­
lationship between the various groups 
that comprise our population. I there­
fore associate myself with the hon. 
Member's suggestion that the Government 
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shodd not deride these representations 
but should thank Members of the 
O;--,pos:tiGn for brh:ging these things to 
its notice and inwstigate them, 

Mr. Whartnn (Abarv): I am sure 
th;-1.t if I were to 1;ose the question to 
!vfcmbcrs on the Government side: "In
your prc::<:nt pc,sition. what do you most
lksircT r am sure the reply would be
'•Tndcpcndcnce. '' Then I would move
from that point and endeavour to point
to a train of circmnsiances which seems
tn h;.• worrvirE·: this G'.')vernment over the
s::{:ndnL.::-. difficulty in attaining that goal
- l nr:P;.10nd:.::nce. First of all confidence,
t11c ide�.l which has been mooted by the
nn�vi01:.;; ,:rn°·�1k,·r is wfr1t the Govern-
i1�;�t · ···hd\--�vitJ; ,the �eople of this
country, nnd vd1cre there is no confi­
ll•'nc::. the rn:id to fnclcnendencc� becomes
rnost thorny and difficult.

The tra;n cf circumstances which 
cc·nt1nP1·::: to operate in the minds of the 
tnh:-.l,itants of this country, whether they 
nre si:r1:-iortcrs of the .oo�ern�nent_ or <?f
any oth,.:r p;-1rtv, nuv !)e 1tem12cd m th1s 
w =si:: ( 1 , fodcrcndencc carries with it 
the fo:cdoms •--- freedom of speech, 
n. Ji pion and !-O forth •-- and we are re­
rninded that it w::is the Premier himself
wJ�o. ,:t -;'vLm1cnL voted against the
fn.:L'(fom �. flntontption.] Of course
ther� ar(-= 5'.0mc Peop!,.: who are more
vcdub!c in thc:r si:ats· than on their feet.

Secondiv. 1t was the hon. Minister of 
Natural R.esnurccs (Mr. Benn) who not 
so very long ago cave utterance to the 
kk:1 th�tt .'it is ... ea�ier to stoo tomorrow 
than to stop communism." Thirdlv, it is 
rc;1orted th;_1t l'ur good friend. th� hon. 
Uw .t.\ttnrney--GcneraL made reference to 
t r'L' no,:,,ihility of Christmas� 1961, being 
the fa,t that mny be so enjoyed by the 
i>;1nhit.0rnts of this countrv. And so I 
c:;n continue with the train of utterances
1�·; �. i 1.':P bcrs of the Government. ,and 
e:1:en from , th�ir back-be:ncherg: and 

show what is responsible for the lack of 
confidence in the Government on the 
part of the inhabhants of this country. 

In the Budget Statement, on page 
18, paragraph 56 we read: 

'' . . . But we have 1mmediatc pro­
blems to face: ( 1) the economic position 
of the country; and (2) the finauciai 
position of the Government:' 

Then in naragraph 57 the Ministe.r of 
Finance continues: 

"57. With regard to the first, there 
was a capital outflow in 1961. Indeed, 
there is evidence that it started earliet 
- perhaps as early as 1953. I do not
propo�e to deal here with lhis capitai 
flight, except to say that there was ab­
soluteI y no justification for it. .. " 

Can we think of any country in which 
the inhabitants are endeavouring to take 
their mor�ey away from their country 
,vithout any justification? We can trace 
it back not only to the utterances of the 
Ministers of the Government but also to 
their actions. Reference has alreadv 
been made to several of their action·s 
which seem to cause a lack of confidence 
in the Government. The hon. Member 
for Georgetown North (Mr. Cheeks) 
ended on· such a note, and I would be 
most happy to find that the Government 
is in a position to refute that statement. 

That brings me to another point. 
Not only is there a continuous outflow 
of capital but every day we read, and 
those who have the opportunity to travel 
to the ajrport see that not only h 
capital movjng out of the country but 
that people themselves suffer from such 
fear that" they are endeavouring to go to 
a place where their spirits may be at 
rest. I know it has been said by Mem­
bers of the Government that those 
people are going away on holiday or in  
search of employment. but not that thev 
are afraid of wJ1at is taking place in thi-; 
country. 'D1ey say that some of them 
are going to pursue higher studies. but 
I am in a position to state categorically 
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that fear of what may yet happen in this 
one-time peaceful country of ours -
fear of the worst - is responsible fot 
both the outflow of capital and the out­
flow of its citizens . 

Although it has been aired over 
and over again, I am sure what I am 
about to say as regards the incompetence 
of the Government can bear repetition. 
1 want to touch, at this point, on the 
educational system of this country as 
propounded by the present Government. 

9 p.m. 

When we look at page viii of the 
Estimates, we find that $65,585,248 will 
be spent on development in this country, 
but from that amount only the small sum 
of $8,327,058 will be spent on educa­
tion. 

Mr. Speaker : We arc not dealing 
with Development Expenditure at the 
moment. We are dealing with the Re­
current Estimates. 

Mr. Wharton: I am sorry, sir. 
Anyway, it is not 12½ % of the total 
amount. When we consider that Jama­
ica spends 17 % of its total revenue on 
education, is there any wonder that we 
have not the necessarv skilled officers in 
this country, particulc{rly when this Gov­
ernment is thinking about Independ­
ence? On this ooint I wish to elabo­
rate by saying that, so little thought 
is given to the educational system 
in t h i s  country, t h e  Government 
does not see the necessity for having a 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Education to give us  information on 
this very important item in tl).is House -
[An hon. Member: "No Minister of 
Education is here."] - But Government 
is most voluminous in saying that it is 
trying to educate the people in the vari­
ous sectors. 

Government is spurning day by day 
the idea of the Imperialists having spent 
so long a time in this c.ountry, and it gives 
one the impression that the suffering we 

endure today is due to _th.eir presence 
in this country. But what do we find? 
This Government is strn reh·irn� on th:­
lmperialist method where ;ducation is 
concerned, because Government main­
tains that it is not absolutely necessary 
to educate the people in this country to 
any great extent. Of course. l can see 
the point in that: keep the people in 
ignorance, and we will keep oursclvis in 
pOWCL 

In the past teachers have suffered 
very much from a financial point of 
view, and it was only i n  the year l 944 
that the Government of the day saw the 
necessity of increasing the meagre sala­
ries which then prevailed. In the year 
1959. What do we find? The }1011. 

Minister of Education in  commenting at 
Queen's College on education and its 
value mid: "Education is not in the 
productive sector .. , l am wondering 
whether it is not important to edncate 
the people in this country in all of 1he 
various sectors. 1 am wonderirnr what 
we will do when Indenendence 'comes. 
Are we going to import talent and still 
maintain the idea of Guianization, or are 
,:vc going to prepare now - the prepara­
tion should have be.gun Jong ago bv 
training our bovs and !!irls to fiH the vari­
ous posts which will eventually be 
created? 

I am trying to see whether I can 
find a point in  the educational system, as 
propounded by the present Government, 
on which I can give some favourable 
comment. Perhaps I should rdcr to th�-: 
idea of integration. The Government 
has begun to do a bit of intes.!ration in 
certain�· services, but I woul�l like to 
change the term "integration" and us� 
the word "fusion". There \vas auite re­
cently a fusion of the Co-oper:!.tive De­
partment and the Social Welfare Depart­
ment. This fusion has so far resulted in 
confusion in that Government has failed 
to educate the officers so that thev wouJd 
be able to perform either or both of the 
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services in the Social Welfare. Depart­
ment and the Co-operative Departn1�nt. 
Govcrmn�nt is not satisfied onlv with 
that bit of confusion, but it has ·gone a 
step further and has added to that fusion 
a little more confusion by integratino the 
Friendly Societies with the Co-opc:ative 
Department and the Social Welfare De­
partment. 

l shall tell you now of my own ex­
perience on the West Coast of Bcrbice 
to show that since this integration started 
there has not been any work done 
where the Children's C o-operatives in 
schools an: concerned. As a matter of 
fact n:ay I state that prior to the inte­
�ra-�ion there were trained Co--opcrativc
Oft ,c7r�_ res1:onsibJ:e _for the working of
the Chtldren·s Societies. I can say that 
these Children's Societies progressed  by 
leaps and bounds, but \\'hen the inteora­
tion started the trained teachers vvcrc::-, re­
moved and either nobody came to take 
their places h::causc thcv �feared the con­
fusion which they wo1iict have created, 
or that when they appro,�chcd the 
schools they ftnmd that the Societies 
hcked proper supervisjon and had either 
died or were dying slowly. l know that 
the question of Co-opcra£ivcs for children 
was a most important idea; it was 
�' m o st imnortant movement, and 
the chi]drcn t o ok to it so we11 
t h a t  parents gave t h  e m all the 
support they needed. The children saw 
the necessity of savintr. for a purpose, 
�nd  tha_t enthusiasm ha.s been kiUcd by
mt�gration through lack of pwper edu­
cation. 

This Government has actuallv de­
cided to have British Guiana witl{draw 
from the University CollcL;c of the West 
Jndics. . r th�nk the idea ·is to set up a
facdty m this country, but I am won­
dering whether the Government has 
thought of the faculties for the teaching 
of .. medici.nc, engineering. agriculture.
mmmg and so on to mention just a few 
subjects. If Government is sure that it 
will be able to find the personnel to train 

our boys and girls to fit into these sec­
tors it will be all right. If Government 
were to be asked what it most desires 
at this time, it would S'.J.:· Independence. 

9.15 p.m. 

Everyone knows that one of the 
m;)st diffietJlt undertakings is to find 
professors to train students in the sub­
jects J have already referred to. Since 
the University College of the West ln-
9ies _has, in Trinidad, part and parcel of
1tscl!, the Imperial CoJlcge of Tropical 
Agncultun:, 1 am wondering, as this 
country is particularly agricultural, what 
will this Government do to secure the 
training of our boys and oirls in that 
particular field. I take it th;t withdrawal 
frc:m the University College of the West 
ImLrs als•') rneans witl1dr:7wal from thi.c: 
College which is known to be the best in 
th1:� world in tropical agriculture. 

These are- some of the things that 
worry me and when 1 think of the fact 
!hat GovcrnmenCs education programme.
1s so geared to reduce primary school
teachers to a one-year course of training
at the G<:vcrnment Training Col!ege; 
when I thmk of the fact th:-!t in or­
rj(·r to produce a good teacher at least 
three years of good training would b� 
absolutely necessary: when I think 
of tlh.� h.ct that Education Offkcrs on 
bei_ng sent _to inspect schools are given
stnct warnmg to pay attention to the 
one-y-:ar trained teachers. I begin to 
wonder whether or not Govern�1ent is 
�criou_s about this training which is be­
mg given to the young teachers. 'The 
mere fact that Education Officers are in­
structed to pay strict attention to these 
one-vc;ir trained teacher:, m:tkes me con­
clude, and would make any reasonable 
�ndividual conclude, that tl1e c:overnment 
1::-:. _satisfied that training fer one year in
this work would be unable to produce 
a good teacher. 

What could we expect but to find 
that the standard of education in the 
�chooh v,;ould be gradually lowered; that 
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it would be most difficult for our chil­
dren to rise to such standards as would 
enable them to enter secondary schools; 
that they would be unable to assimilate 
the higher forms of education since the 
foundation which, from now on, would 
be laid in the primary schools would be 
very poor indeed. l wonder if this is 
what Government had in mind when it 
decided to wjthdraw from the U.C.W.I. 
Perhaps 1 it saw it will have no need for 
its existence, it will have no need for the 
continued enjoyment of the privileges 
which are to be found there because it 
realized that it will be producing poor 
stuff which would not be able to enter 
the University. 

Mr. Speaker : Time! 

Mr. Merriman (La Penitence­
Lodge) : I beg to move that the hon. 
Member for Abary be permitted a fur­
ther 15 minutes. 

Mr. Blair (Berbice River) sec­
oruled. 

Quest:"on put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Wharton: At this point, the 
fears of the people of this country are 
bound to grow - this foar from without 
and fear from within; fear for the pres­
ent and fear for the future. It is be­
cause of these fears that our people arc 
not only taking their moneys out of the 
hank, but are also running away from 
the country and doing all that lies in 
their power to show their objection to 
the form of Government which we have 
today. 

Much has already been said on 
what took place on February 16. I was 
not here but. in Berbice, I listened over 
the radio to all that transpired.- [Mr. 
Wilson: "In the safety of the rural 
areas."]-Thank you. But I can as­
sure you that I was most alarmed be­
cause I think I have lived long enough 
to realize that the last thing I would 

have expected teachers to do was to go 
on strike. A constant dripping wears 
away a stone and, since these teachers 
did go on smke, let us endeavour to 
trace the reason. 

,,,,-, ...... 

First of all, I am sa�isfied that the 
teachers, themselves, feel that they are 
in jeopardy and that their future is not 
nssured. 1 know that teachers are still 
in doubt as to what will really transpire 
in the future since it appears that it is 
the intention of Government to seize all 
the schools. Most teachers have chosen 
that vocation because of certain loves 
which they have -- the love of their dis­
trict, the love of education. the love of 
assisting in training the younger genera­
tion and lastly, the desire for making 
sure that they assisted in the arduous 
duty of producing good citizens for the 
future. 

But these teachers see, to their dis­
may, that the future is dark. Tuey see 
the possibility of bonds being handed to 
them in plac .. � of cnsh. They see the pos­
sibility of dark horses coming like bolts 
from the blue and assuming senior posi­
tions in places \vherc they have given 
all their lifeblo..::d. Teachers - go on 
strike in Britisn Guiana? Unheard of! 
I am sure that the Government is bound 
to reflect upon the fact that the most 
docile of the citizens of this country 
have risen up in  arms against it. 

One point which I would like to make 
is this: that it would be the duty of all 
and sundry, regardless of political persua­
sion, to see to it that this cleavage of the 
various races in this country is mended. 
I am satisfied that it is not enough, as 
has been mentioned by one speaker be­
fore me, to gJ to bars and restaurants 
to see unity of the races. I know that 
where the drinking of spirits is concerned, 
there is nothing like disunity because 
when one begins to have one's drinks 
one looks neither to the right nor to the 
left. Therefore, I see n'o reason why 
that point should have been made by 
that speaker. 
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You have only to go along the 
streets, you have only to meet in public 
places, to see the sharp line that is drawn 
between the races. This has only been 
the case since the political factions be­
gan to fan the flames of disunitv. I am 
satisfied that it may be a diffic'ult thing 
to get the races to unite as thev should 
but, with hard work on all sid�es, .I a� 
su:c th? peace and harmony which 
existed m the past would again find fav­
our with all. 

Back to this point on education I 
d . ' am won crmg if the time is not yet here 

when there should be the possibility of 
free secondary education for all. Re­
ference has been made to Trinidad. It 
was said that Dr. Eric Wil 1iams has 
already got free secondary education for 
all in Trinidad. But it has not been of 
sudden growth. It was gradual. Dr. 
Williams and his Government have been 
carrying on a sound and progressive form 
of Government, and now thev have 
reached the stage where it is pos�ible to 
have free secondary education for all. 

9.30 p.m. 

Free secondary education for all! 
Th_o�c of us who· know anything of
Tnmdad also know that there is com­
paratively little unemployment in that 
island. There arc so many minor in­
dustries encouraged an<l assisted by the 
Government that nearly everyone in that 
country is able to cam a living. Then 
the traininir which is provided in the 
c;chools in Trinidad is so diversified that 
a boy or girl can leave school today and 
find employment tomorrow, because of 
the education received in school. Un­
fortunatelv. that is not the case in Brit­
ish Guiana. Unemployment is at its 
peak here. and our system of education 
cannot meet the needs of the outside 
worJd. When our  boys and girls leave 
school they have to go to learn some 
trade and spend some years before they 
can begin to earn money. 

Rather than drive away or discour­
age those who would spearhead minor 
industries in this country, the Govern­
ment should encourage them to estab­
lish new industries and so provide em­
ployment for others. I read a report in 
one of ot�r n�w�papcrs nr�t very long 
ag�-1 �hm� 1t 1s the very newspaper 
which this Government has banned --­
tha� a certain individual, a progressive 
Gmanesc, was in  consultation with Min­
i�ters of the Government for the estab­
lishment of a dual industry for upwards 
of ten 1:1onths� but up to the present 
moment 1t seems to me that the Govern­
ment is bent on discoura!!.ing that indivi­
dual from establishing -- tJi-at industry 
whereby. if my figures arc correct. about 
300 persons may be able to gain em­
ployment. Those arc circumstances 
which lead to disappointment and frus­
tration. Those arc circumstances which 
cause the people of this countrv to lack 
faith in the Government. and �hich arc 
responsible for the outflow of capitaL of 
personnel and of everything. I wonder 
what next can he clone to persuade th� 
present Government to try to re£:!ain con­
fidence which seems to be etern.a11y lost 

Mr. Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Joaquin: I beg to move that 
the hon. Member be granted  an exten­
sion of 15 minutes to continue his 
speech. 

Mr. Blair seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Wharton: 1 wonder what this 
Government intends to do in order to 
regain public confidence. We on this 
side of the Table are rather anxious that 
the fair name of this country should be 
regained, and we are prepared to give 
every ounce of co-operation to the Gov­
ernment to nssist it in re£raining that fair 
name, but it alJ depends' upon Gdvern� 
ment's desire to make use of our co-
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operation to the fu11, so that British Gui­
ana may yet again be on the onward 
march. 

May I at this stage make reference 
to the slow progress of the Government 
in the matter of building schools? At 
the beginning of every school term we 
find that hundreds of children are turned 
away from the available schools because 
of lack of school places. I am not sat­
isfied that Government is making serious 
efforts to build schools which will not 
only provide more accommodation for 
children of school age but more employ­
ment for teachers, and help to relieve the 
grouse of teachers that they have been 
working for years without promotion. 
Government is sleeping on this matter. 
and I want to impress upon it the abso­
lute necessitv for immediate action in 
the building of more schools. With more 
school places our children will be able to 
gain entrance to start their education at 
the right time, and not only will parents 
be happy and think in glowing terms of 
the Government, but our educational 
system will at last be off to a good start. 
and perhaps our teachers will begin to 
regain confidence in the Government. 

Let me end by saying that this 
Budget Statement has been written by " 
world-famous cconc""ffiist, Mr. Kaldor� 
but i t  has sparked off great dissension 
among a11 ranks in this country. 
9.40 p.m. 

It has been revised, at:i.d yet there 
is so much room for improvement. In 
spite of the fact that we should not be 
debating this matter for the second time, 
and in spite of the fact that Govern­
ment's attention has been drawn tC) 
many flaws in the Budget, I have my 
doubts, and I hope my doubts are incor­
rect, that the time is not far distant when 
there will be further corrections and fur­
ther reliefs so that the people of this 
country wil l  have less fear than they 
have today. 

Mr. Robertson (Leonora): As a 
result 0£ what has been said in this 
Chamber over the past few days, I can 
say that there is still a remnant of the 
old order in this House - it is an or­
der that wants no change. It is com­
mon knowledge that customs and 
thoughts of men are terribly slow to 
change, but change they must. If they 
do not change, then they become ob­
stacles in the path of advancement. That 
is exactly what we are seeing in this At:..� 
sembly today. When one thinks that. 
in a House constituted as this. one would 
have healthy criticisms and observations, 
one gets a tirade of abuse and distortion. 
- fMr. Burnham: "Who gave the tirade
of abuse?"] - One can actually see the
venom coming from the lips of hon.
Members during their observations in
this House. We can feel the poison. the
hate and grudge ,that come streaming
forth fram their warped and twisted
minds.

If we are to remain in this House 
to be treated to the observations that we 
generally get with a few exceptions, 
from the other side orf the Table, then I 
do not believe that this Government will 
ever be able to do any good for the 
people in this community. Let us look 
at the type of opposition we are receiv­
ing. These reactionarv elements are 
doing immeasurable ha·nn to the inter­
ests of British Guiana and its people. Let 
us tuke the first speaker on the Opposi­
tion Bench yesterday, the hon. Member 
for Werk-en-Rust. He treated us to all 
of the evils of the Government; he told 
us that the country is passing through its 
darkest davs and the usual stuff about 
lack of confidence in the Government 
which is causing the exodus of several 
people. from this country. He men­
tioned that the Government has failed 
t.o attract capital, and that even the
American Mission has been kept from
coming here because of the actions of
this Government. We are getting this
kind of speech all down the line. We
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arc getting nothing new from the vari­
ous speakers. Some hon. Members will 
endeavour to insert a little bit here and 
there, but they all go back to the same 
old things. 

The hem. Member for Werk-en­
Rust tried to tell us of all the evils on 
the pnrt of the Government; why the 
people are going away; why we cannot 
get capital and so on. W c kn:Jw why, 
but the hon. Member is pretending that 
he docs not know. He knows as well 
as I do \-vhy we cannot get c:ipita] for 
investment in this cc1untry. 

Let me Rive this House an idea of 
some of the -intri_!�ue that takes place 
against this Government. The hon. 
P;·cmier w.:.:nt to the United States of 
America where he met President Ken­
ne.dy and had discussions regarding 
capital for the development of this co..:m­
try. During the time those discussions 
were going on in the United States. in­
dividuals '1n this country got in touch 
with, of course, a great Australian called 
Schwartz, who is the leader of the 
Christian Anti-Communist crusade, and 
t h e  v were a b  I e. throm!h certain 
papers in the United States,- to publish 
that the A mericnn Government should 
not give the hnn. Premier one cent. 
9.50 p.m. 

I am certain that hon. Members of 
this He-use saw that article, \vhich was 
republished in the Guiona Grap/fr, Now. 
they arc goinr fnrthcr. If you �o back 
and read day before yesterday's Graphic,
you will sec th��t pressure is being put on 
the United s iaLs Gov::rnment and the 
United States Government is new putting 
pressure on the Colonial Office in the 
United Kingdom to prevent this coun­
trv from rretting Tndeuendence this vear. 
These ar� thin.£s which take place all the 
time. 

These people go on to talk about 
fear - all down the line to the last 
speaker, the hon. Member for Abary. 

ff..: made some r-::fcrcncc to '"f\..'ar... 1 
would say that h!,norancc breeds fear 
and suspicion. ihese people. inside 
this House and outside --

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members of 
this House are referred to as "hon. 
Members'' and not as ···these people". 
I lnterrupt-:on.] Docs the hon. Member 
for Ruimveldt (Mr. Burnham) wish to 
say something? 

Mr. Burnham (Ruimveldt): I apolo­
gize. sir. 

Mr. Robertson: The entire Op-
position are tc:Iling untruths all the 
time. Thev have told those lies so often 
that they� begin to believe them them­
selves. They cannot stop lying. They 
dare not. 

Mr. Speaker: Just one moment. 
I have already indicated that .it is against 
p:1r1iamen��1ry rules for any Member 
of the House to ch::irgc another with "lv­
ing'' or ''telling lies": There are oth�r 
w;1ys in which·-- a Member can indicate 
that another Member is not giving the 
correct information. But the �ord ·"lie'' 
and its associated words are all banned 
from parliamentary assemblies. 

Mr. Robertson: I beg to  with­
draw the words. They continue with these 
untruths all the time. Thev dare not 
tell their fo11owers the truth .. of what is 
takinl! nlace in the Government. If 
thev 'c10: I do not believe thcv wiU have 
very many followers after · that. We 
have hon. Members in this; House dis­
torting fact�. From the time this debate 
started, we have been Hstening to every 
speaker :md each speaker distorted the 
facts. There are sc; manv thim!s which 
they tried to tel! us which are iintruc. 

After the hon. Member for Werk­
en-Rust (Mr. Carter) had concluded 
his speech. the hon. Member for 
North West (Mr. Campbell) spoke. I 
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have to excuse him because very often 
he does not really understand what is 
being said in the Hoose. But yet, he par­
roted the usual line - no confidence in 
the Government, we cannot get money, 
we are godless, and so on. Of course, lest 
the hon. Member forgets, I would 
Hke to remind him of a verse in 
the Scriptures which says that not 
all those who say. "Lord. Lord" 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven� 
because we do know of the actions of the 
supposed Christians today. 

Plenty of hot air is blown about 
Christians, but if we were to take what 
the supposed Christians have done and 
are doing, we will see that there is noth­
ing that has done more harm and evil to 
hwnanity than people who profess to be 
Christians. If we were to go back to 
the early ages,. we can attribute the 
setting up of the Inquisition to the 
Christians. But even if we come down 
to this age, we see it was the Christians 
who invented the atom bomb. It was 
they who threw the atom bomb on the 
pagans in Nagasaki and Hiroshima. The 
Christians are responsible for the two 
World Wars. So when they say these 
things and tell us that we are godless, 
people see and know clearly that they 
use Christianity- as a blind. That is 
what they do. 

I do not intend to go furth.er with 
the speech by the hon. Member for 
North West. But we have the hon. 
Member for Upper Demerara River 
(Mr. Jordan) who came next. 

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Member 
is turning to a new point raised by 
another hon. Member, perhaps this is a 
good opportunity for us to adjourn un­
til tomorrow. I think the hon. Mem­
ber for Upper Demerara River wishes 
to make an announcement. 

Mr. Jordan (Upper Demerara 
River): In view of the fact that 
this House is still in the throes of 
this very important Budget debate, I 
would have no objection to the post­
ponement of the debate on the Motion 
I moved. 

Mr. Speaker: So that, tomorrow. 
we will continue with the Government's 
business as the first item on the Order 
Paper. 

The Minister of Natural Resources 
(Mr. Benn) : I am very grateful to the 
hon. Member for Upper Dem.erara 
River for his co-operation. I should 
like to give hon. Members an idea of the 
times of sitting tomorrow in view of the 
fact that we will  have distinguished visi­
tors to the Chamber. We will sit as 
usual from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., with the 
usual half hour break, then from 
4.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. and resume at 
8 p.m. This has been done after con­
sultation with the leaders of the two Op­
position parties. I now move that we 
adjourn until tomorrow, 11th April, at 2 
p.m.

Adjowned accordingly at 10 p.m. 
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