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received about 1'00 cases told me that I 
might be able· to get 4 lbs. In my own 
case building opc,�·ations have had to 
be suspended on two projects with 
which I am concm·ned-the erection of 
the Museum and another premises. I 
ask Government ;to consider the ad­
visability of re-controlling this very 
important item, both as regard quan­
tity and price. 

The PRESIDENT: I am we11 
aware, like eve1·ybody else, of the ser­
ious shortage of nails and Govern­
ment is now considering the question 
of re-controlli 11g them. Council will 
now proceed with the Order of the 
Day. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

MUSIC AND D1ANCING LICENCES 
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to resume consideration of the 
Bin intituled : 

"An ON!inance to amend the Music 
and Dancing Licences Ordinance with 
respect to the granting of licences." 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It 
will be .recollected that during the 
course of the consideration of this 
Bill certain points were raised and I 
submitted to hon. Members an amend­
ed draft of clause 3. In the light of 
the comments made during the fur­
ther consideration of this clause, I 
have now had c:roulated a new clause 
3 which deals with the points raised 
during the course of the debate on the 
last occasion. As will be seen from an· 
exam1i.nation of the new clause 3, para­
graph 12A remains the same with the 
exception of what is in the 3rd line 
of paragraph (a), the words ''here­
inafter referred to as "the Superin­
tendent" " having been inserted after. 
the word "Brigade." Although there 
has been this change the substance of 
the paragraph remains the same. In 
cla.u e the term ''Assistant City 

Engineer" relate to the suggestion 
whic,h was made by the Deputy Presi­
dent and supported by the Fifth 
Nominated Member (Mr. Gajraj)­
that the Assistant City Engineer 
should be permHt d to deal with the 
granting of certificates in the same 
way as the City Engineer is allowed 
to do so. The new clause 12B has 
been drafted to give effect to the sug­
gestion made by · hon. Members 
with regard to the revocation and 
suspension of licences. It reads:-

"12B. (1) The Superintenident, the City 
Engineer or the Director of Public 
Works may at any reasonable time enter 
and inspect any place licensed under the 
provisions. of this Ordinance. 

"(2) �ere urpon any inspection as 
aforesaid, the Superintendent, the City 
Engineer or the Director of Public 
Works, as ,the case may he, is of the 
opinion that the :place is unfit for use 
for any of the piu.r,poses specified in 
section two of this Ordinance, he shall 
forthwith report t'!-ie matter to the 
Magistrate. 'Wlho shall forthwith revoke 
or suspend the licence upon such terms 
as he may think fit." 

In other words, the Magistrate 
may call upon the 11cencee to put the 
premises into ·a atisfactory condition 
·i·or the purposes of holding the enter­
tainment. I think hon. Member will 
agree that this is dcs:rable in view_ of 
the fact that we are endeavouring to 
safegua�·d those whoi go to thes1� enter­
tainments. The new clause, 12C, -'as 
drafted, contains prov1s1on whereby 
"the Governor · in Council may 
pre,sc-ribe fees to be paid in respect 
of any inspection made or certificate 
issued under the provi ions of sub­
section (1) of section 12A of this 
Ordinance." I think that meet all 
the points raised in the course of the 
debate, and I move that it be �dopted 
a.s clause 3 of the Bill.

Mr. BOBB: If my memory serves 
me right I think another point was 
mi ed-with respect to the time to 
be permitted for the application of 
these licences. 

'The CHAIRMAN : I ·thin� that 
is already provided for. 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That 
jg provided for in the Principal Ordin­
ance. We are not interfering with 
t.hat; it is bftter to leave it as 
it is. 

Clause 12A. as amended, put and 
}l g1·eed to. 

New Clause 12B put and agreed to. 

New Ciause 12C put and agreed to. 

Title and clla('tintr clause put and 
2greed to. 

Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GE;NERA.L: \Vith 
the consent of Coun,•il I beg to move 
that this Bill he no\Y mad a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. WIGHT Beconded. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and pasge(l. 

FORESTRY ( AMENDMENT) BILL, 1!)51 

Council resolved itself into Commit­
tee to resume ,consideration of the BilJ 
intituled :-

"An Ordinan,ce further to amend the 
Forestry Ordinance by making provision 
for the registration of sawmills and deal­
ers in forest produce; for the abolition of 
the Forest Trust and for purposes con­
nected with the matters aforesaid.'' 

COUNCIL 1N COMMITTEE 

The CHAIRMAN: The position is 
that practfrally the whole of the Bill 
wRs taken and accepted by the Council, 
except clause :3, parag,,.aphs ( <.�) to ( g l. 

TheATTORNEY-GENERAL:Th�e 
three paragraphs were deferl'ed for the 
purpose of enabling further c,onsidera­
tlon to be given to them. With regard 
to paragraphs '(e') and (:f) which were 
to a certain extent decided, they were 
somewhat simifa r to the p!·ovisior:.s whfrh 
were made under the Regulations and 
by means of that machinery it was pos� 

idble to obtain information. I under­
stand from the Conservator of Forests 
that so :far as these two particular para­
graph,., are concern€<i, while he has no 
objection to their removal voi, at the 
same time, he would pref{;r them to 
remain. It will be · appreciated, of 
course, that there are <'ertain of the draft 
Reg·ulations which have been made. under 
these two paragraphs and if they are 
deleted it means, necessarily, that those 
pi=trtfrular draft Regulations would be 
11ll1•ff vi·res and would have to be deleted 
:1f80. 

I understand, of course, that the 
information required is for the purpose 
of control nrrw that the sawmills and 
sawpits are included in this legi-"3lation. 
and that the Governor in Council is -em: 
powen.:d to makB Regulations (a), with 
regard to the registration of gawmills 
and (b), with regard to the keeping and 
inspection of books and records in con­
ner;tion with .sawmills and the i·ctnrns to 
be submitted in connection therewith to 
sud1 persons as may be specified in the 
Regulations. Much of the control can 
lie exercised and will be exercisable by 
that machinery. In other words, the 
c,ont!·ol will start and the records will 
begin with the logging operation.s in the 
interior, and then pass right down 
to the sawmills and the sawpits which 
are required to submit information and 
are liable te, inspe<-tio:1. A great de:tl of 
the necessary information can he ob­
tained in that way. 

F'rom the point of view of draft• 
mg, I think that these two paragraphs 
should remain because they enable 
the Governor in Council to make Rf�gu­
h:tfons which they think proper 
for the purpo�e of the registtation 
2nd the licen::.ing of . dealfft'R in f 01·est 
pr;)duce. having regard to paragraph 
(f) which provides for the keeping
and inRpedion of books and records by
dealers in fore-st produce and the re­
turns to be submitted by such dealers
to such persons as may be &pecified
in the Regulations. I believe object.ion
·will be raised that it is real1y nnnecP.s•
,-1a1'v to reouirf' f\1nall dP::t.1e1·s in for�
est produce to keep books and records
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for any of these purposes. 1f hon. 
Members will turn to Part VI of the 
Regulations, it will be seen that Regu­
ulation 42 provides that:-

"42. Every p,erson who carries on the 
trade of -buying timber of the Colony 
for resale shall make application to the 
Conservator for a licence in that behalf.'' 

Therefore, as the Regulation now 
stands it wlll apply where a person 
earries on the trade· or business of buy­
ing timber for the purpose of resale. 
In other words, tha't person must be 
a regula�: dealer in timber and one who 
uses that as a means of livelihood. 
Then follows

) 
of course, Regulation 43 

which states:--

"43. (1) . Every licensed timber deale1· 
shall keep at his usual place of business 
a book wherein he shall record at the 
time of .purchase any timber being the 
produce of the Colony, the apecies and 
quantity, the nailne and address of the 
:person from w:hotn he or anyone on his 
behalf actually receives suc:b timber &nd 
the name and address of the owners of 
the timber.'• 

If the p1·-0vision remains in the Or­
din�mce .then the Regulations can be 
modified accordingly and furthu·,. as I 
pointed out on the last occasion, under 
the p!'ovisions of the Ordinance-in sec­
tion 5-there is a proviso which enables 
this Council to have the final word with 
regard to any Regulations. I may re­
mind hon. Members of this proviso--to 
section 5 of the Principal 0l'dinance 
which deals with Regulations for the 
protection of forest areas. It reads:-

''Prov•ided that within a period of 
three months from the elate of publication 
the Legislative Council shall have power 
by resolution to order t.1

1c redssion of 
any regulation or part thereof .50 made, 
and that regulation or part thereof sh.all 
cease to be valiid after thir!y days from 
the date of the resolution.'' 

Consequently: this Council has a 
pel'iod of three months to take any 
action with regard t'.) any Regulation 
made by the Governor in Council, in 
pursuance of the power which it has 
under section 5 of the :Forestry Ordin­
ance. So far as the two pa-:.·agraphs 
to which I have referred in this Bill 

go, it only remains for the Governor in· 
Council to ma.ke Regulations in respect 
of those matters. It does not necessarily 
mean that the Regulations are fixed and 
complete; this is only giving the Gov .. 
ernor in Council power to make Regu­
lations and it must not be ,!onf used 
with the proviso with regard to which 
this Council has the right within tfr,.·ee 
months of the date of publication to 
pass a resolution for the recission of 
any Regulation regarded as objection­
nble. 

WJth regard to paragraph (g) I 
should like to say that it will be ap-­

r,reciated that, as the Forest Depart•• 
ment has its rangers and officers in 
the interior dealing with th€.se mattei-s 
all the time, for practical pm poses it 
is better for this provision to rEmain 
in the Fore$try Ordinance

1 
Even though 

to a large extent the Commissioner 
of Labour has the power to require any 
undertaking to supply information re­
quired. The Conservator of Forests 
and his officers would have greater and 
more accurate knowledge, and being in 
constm1t contact with those who <:arry 
on foi.:·est undertakings, they ·would bP 
able to keep a check on the work and 
the course being taken by any licen •;ee 
of the la11d for the purpose of forest 
wnrking. 

There was one other point-that the 
term '·forest producett is very wide us 
defined in Chapter 176- The hon. 
Member on my left (Mr. Wight) in the 
course of his argument endeavoured to 
reduce it to absurdity by �eferring to 
things like thatching materials, orchid:; 
and so on. I would point out that 
the term "forest produce" inducles ( a J 
timber o, lumber, firewood, charcoal, 
bark and extracts of hark, and the 
following when derived from wild� 
growing trees oy plants: fruits, oils, 
balata, rubber, and other latex, gums, 
re.sins, spfrBs, tanstuff s, dyestuffs, 
drugs, leaves, fibres, flosses, thatching 
mate!:ials and orchids; ( b) the follow­
ing when found in or brought from a 
for.sst reserve: trees, plants and all 
parts an<l p"!"oduce of trees and plants, 
grasses, wild animals and skins, shells, 
tusks, horns, bones, silk coeoonst and 
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As regards paragraph (g) I was 
right in my argument. It is only puttinit 
into the Bill something which the Com­
missioner of Labour · has a, right to 
already. I :have listened very carefully 
io the statement by the hon. the Attor­
ney-General that the Forestry officers 
are within easier reach of the areas 11l 
which it is hoped to have this operate, 
and the ref ore they would be in a better 
position to inspect books and things of 
that kind. Of course there is1 nothing 
in the world to prevent the Conservator 
of Forests or any Forest officer inspect­
ing thos,e books. This Bill has heen 
brought with the idea of putting the 
r.ontrol of forestry under one head and 
removing it as far as possible from the 
Department of Lands and Mines, yet in 
the very Bill we have the Commissioner 
of Labour being mixed up with forestry. 
We are pulling away from one Depart .. 
ment and taking in another. It is entire-
1v n .labour matter. We are' trying as 
far aa possible to separate the Depar�­
ments and we should not want to tie 
them up again and have them mixed 
up. However, I am not offering any 
serious objection to paragraph ( g). It 
only means that if it is passed it would 
be possible for· a person by one act to 
commit two off,ences-one against the 
Labour Ordinance and the other against 
the Forestr�· Ordinance. 

The ATTORNEY�GENERAL: I 
think the· hon. Member will appreciate 
that action cannot be taken against a 
person twice for the same offence. 

Mr. FERNANDES: But he can be 
pro�ecuted nnder eith'-1T of the Ordin­
ftnces, and of course the one that carries 
the greater penalt.v. I cannot conceive 
ci Government prosecuting a person 
twice for the same offence, and that is 
the reason why I am offering no seriou� 
objection to paragraph ( g). But a.a re•­
gardi:i ( e) and ( f) I am appealing to 
Government to delete them. I would not 
like to record my vote against them. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The�e 
draft Regulations have been placed be• 

fore Members in order that they may 
have an idea of what Regulations are 
proposed. The particular paragraphs in 
clause 3 of the Bill, to which the hon. 
Member is referring, give enabling 
power to, the Governor in Council to 
make Regulations, and Regulations 42 
and 43 of the draft Regulations pur­
port to be made under those paragraphs 
�;vhich the hon. Member is seeking to 
delete. Therefore, if those paragrapht­
are deleted those draft Regulations 
would have to go by the board. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I do appreciate 
that. These R�gulations are not final, 
and Members appreciate that in supply­
ing us with copies of the draft Regula­
tions Government has treated us with 
courtes�\ and desires to· be informed of 
any objections we may have to the pro� 
posed Regulations. On the whole the 
draft Riegulations are quite good. There 
are just a few minor· exceptions. There 
would be no difficulty in deleting para-

, graphs (e) and (f) because they refer 
to the question of timber alone. Ref er­
ence to the dictionary shows that "tim­
ber" includes nearly everything in th� 
lumber. business. It is going to be very 
difficult to know when one is governed 
by these Regulations or not. People in 
this country are accustomed to refer 
to rough logs as timber, but the defini­
tion of ''timber'' is quite different. If 
something is being put on the Statut� 
Books of the Colony it should be some­
thing that is called for and necesAa.ry. 
Again I say that paragraphs ( e) and 
r f) are unnecessary and uncalled for. 
and $hould not be pas�ed. They are go­
ing- to serve no use£ ul puroose, but will 
create a great deal of unnecessary hard.­
ship and expense. 

I should be the last verson fo 
object · to anythillg in the Regula­
tions which would contribute towards 
the better control of forestry. The 
forests of British Guiana are among­
om· most valuabJe assetR. It i.s i:mmc� 
thing whi.ch we have to handla with 
rare, and a source from which this 
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C'vlony has to get the best returns, but 
I maintain that these two paragraphs 
are not going to bring that about. 
Therefore I am asking Members to 
votf, against them, because I ha,,e 
heard nothing from the official side 
to convince me that they are necessary. 
All we hear is that they give the GoY­
ernor in Council power to make Regula­
tio11s. l do not think that is sufficient 
�ustification for putting sueh pro-­
visions on the Rtatute Books. I must 
risk Government either to accept their 
deletion or put them to the vote. 

Mr. ROTH: Sil', may I inquire 
when you propose to give us an oppor­
tunity to discuss the draft Regulations? 
1 recollect that on the last occasion 
you said that they would be discussed 
during this week. 

The CHAIRMAN: I said I would 
give Members an opportunity to go 
through the Regulations in Council, 
which I propose to do this aften10on, 
and to expres.s their views on them. 
It is not possible to put each of tho 
draft Regulations to the Council, be• 
cause that would not be the conect 
procedure, but the views of Members 
on any of them would be welcome, and 
would certainly he taken into account 
hefore the Regulations are actually 
made. When that has been done the 
correct legal procedure would of course 
be observed, and any Member would 
be entitled, within the specific peri·O(L 
to introduce a motion for the variation 
or �nmulment of the particular Re­
gulation to which he takes exception 
by resolution of the Council. As I said, 
I am prepared to gh'e Members an 
opportunity of discussing the draft 
Regulations in Council because tht\V 
are very closely connected with this 
Bill. and that I propose to do so this 
afternoon. It is not the intention to 
take a division on each Regulation and 
decide ·w}rnther a particular Regulation 
wonld be introduced or not, becausG 
that would not be the correct: statutorv 
procedure. 

Mr. FERNANDES: As I under­
$1and it, we are only going to be asked 

tu express our opinions on any parti • 
cular Regulation. I am sure thHe will 
not be any particuar opposition. But 
for the manner hi which they are set 
out there may be even less (;ppositioH 
than we had at the last meeting of 
the Council. 

ThP· CHAIRMAN: AL:er c(msult,t· 
Uon with; the acting Conservator, the 
official view is that we should be pre­
pared to with<lra,,· paragraphs (e) and 
<f) of clause 3 of the Bill. 

Mr. FERNANDES: Thank you, 
sir. 

The CHAIRMAN: It i..: con8jderc;i 
de8irable fo retain pHra'.�Taph ( g; 
which will nnw become (e). .For the 
reason which I mentioned at the last 
meeting of the CouncH, it is consider­
ed really more convenient to the 
timber operator to have everything 
concerning the produdion and pro­
cessing of the timber in one Ordlnanee. 
There can be no question of his being 
prosecuted under two separate pro­
visions for the same of fence. In fact 
Government could undertakE� that in 
respect of forestry matter� concerning· 
labour in connection with thi:� fore8t 
industry, proceedings would br: taken 
under the Regulations made under this 
particular item. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I said 1 was 
not going to oppose it. Thh, will c!eate 
no hardship, because every producer of 
stuff from forest tracts has to keep 
these bookR whether he likes it or not, 
and there is no hardship in his 
making return:-:; under this Ordinance 
instead of under the Labour Ordi­
nance, 

Paragraphs ( e) and ( f) \:vere 
deleted and pa rag rap ½s ( g) and th) 
relettered as ( e) and (fl respe,•tively. 

The ArrTORNEY-GENERAL: 1t 
will be appreciated that, com;equent on 
that decision, certain of the drnft 
Regulations will have to be amended 
accordingly. I move that th� title of 
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the Bill be amended by the omission 
of the words "and dealers in forest 
produce." 

The Council resumed. 

DRAFT FORESTRY REGULATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT: I take it that 
Members have copies of the draft 
Regulations before them. I will take 
them page by pag-e, and if any Mem­
ber wif;hes to raise any point on any 
of the proposed Regulations he ma.y 
do so. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
draft Regulations were presented to 
Members together with His Excellency's 
Message on the gen�ral Forest Policy. 
The Bill has been approved by the 
Council. but in order to give Members 
a chance to express their views with 
regard to the draft Regulations which 
accompany the Bill, the President is 
now affording Members that oppor­
tunity ,vhile we are on the Bill.· That 
is the reason why we have not yet 
taken the third reading of the Bill. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Not having the 
draft Regulations before, me I .said 
notJling about paragraph ( e) of clause 
8 of the Bill, ,but, speaking subject to 
correction by the hon. the. Attorney� 
General. I feel that the provisions in 
Part I of the draft Regulations, or 
most of the.m. will be ultm vfreSi as a 
result of the deletion ,of paragraph (e) 
of clau�e 3 of the Bi.11. I have looked 
through section 5 ·of the Principal 
Ordinance to see whether they come 
under that, and it :seems to me that the 
deletion of paragraph ( e) was not 
the • correct thing to do. 

The CHAIRMAN: I thought that 
oaragraph ( e), which has been deleted, 
related only to dealers, and did not 
cover thH e-xtraction of timber. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Part 
I of the Regulations, to which the hon. 

Member l'ef ers, deals with extraction 
from the timber grant. ·• Dealer" is 
a very wide term, and might embrace 
people who are buying and selling 
timber in Georgetown. The emphasis 
is being laid on logg.ing operations-­
the felling of timber, cutting it up, and 
finally when it reaches the point of 
the saWpit or sawmill. The point was 
made by the hon. Member for George­
town Central \ Mr Fernandes) that it 
was unnecessary to compel dealers to 
kee,p books when all the information 
which is required by the Forest 
Department can be obtained from all 
those who produce f ores.t products 
from the time a tree is felled until 
the timber gets to the sawpit. Part I 
p.rovides that one has to obtain a
licence for that purpose.

Mr. FERN ANDES: The licence 
is not an ordinary trading licence, but 
to occupy and produce forest products. 
It has nothing to do with paragraphs 
(eJ and (f). 

Mr. ROTH: With regard to the 
interpretation of "merchantable 
speciesn the Forest Producers' As­
sociation is very apprehensive that it 
may be confused with "me:·chanta.ble 
timber'' which means a felled tree of 
certain dimensions. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
latter part of the definition reduces 
it to a question ·of measurement. I 
should like to point out that in the 
view ·of the acting Conservator of 
Forests it is implicit in the definition 
that "merchantable species,, shall be 
only those species which can be 
extracted by a lessee without suffering 
serious fina.ncial loss, provided that the 
lessee's extraction organization is 
reasonably efficient, i.e., species for 
which there is a steady market and a 
market price which will bring the 
lessee a reasonable return for extract­
ing logs of that species. That is to say, 
species for which there is a steady 
market and a market pi<ice- which would 
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bring the dealer a reas{)Jiable return 
for extracting logs of that species. 
The emphasis is on the word hmer­
chantable." You might cut down a tre& 
but it might not be of a merchantable 
species .. The Forest Department must 
have a yard-stick \.Vhich they could 
a1:ply in order to determine ,vhat is a 
merchantable spedes. A person might 
Bell a set of timber on one occasion and 
might g-et a reasonable price for it, but 
it doe::.� not follow that he would continue 
Relling that Rpecies. rt may have been 
a test sale or it may have been some­
thing which had just come on the 
market and that wo-uld not be regarded 
as a merchantable species. '·One swallow 
dces not make a Summer.n 

Mr. FERNANDES: It would be 
very difficult to get into the Regu­
lations exactly what is desirable with 
regard to merchantable :8peeies, but I 
think it could be said that if a certain 
type of timber can be produced 
economically-without any los�--ii 
could be considered merchantab1e. I 
am :-;urc that the Forest Department 
,voukl not force anyone to produce any 
article that ·he cannot sell. If a man is 
forced to produC;e 100 ft. of any 
partie1J1ar type of board nnd finds that 
it is ab�olutely unsaleable when he 
gom; to market it, then he would have 
a very good case to prove tn Gove·rn­
men t that he produced it at a loss 
through somebody's error. I think if 
it is put on reco1-·d that merchantable 
timber should fall into the definition 
given by the Attorney-General it would 
be a ,rood thing-. This is not a law� it 
is a Regulation and anyone aggrieved 
can app'.·oach Govemment about it 
smd pnt hi:.; case up. I cannot ,see an:v 
legislation forcin� me to produce 
Btuff at a serious loss because it would 
mean bankruptcy in the end. Without 
any further sa�r I am prepared to accept 
the definition given by the Attorney­
G eneral. 

The CHAIRMAN: I imagine that 
tlle Forest Producers' Association hm3 
given due consideration to the question. 

Mr. ROTH : Regulation 8 (2 J 
states:-

" (2) Every licensee shall be responsi­
ble for the acts and amissions of his 
agents, work1nen and servants in work­
ing the area to which his licence 
relates." 

I think the employee should be 
held responsible also-not the employer 
alone. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I will differ 
slightly the,re and before the Attorney­
General speaks I would ask him to take 
both paragraphs together. I feel that 
both the employee and the licensee 
should be liable. It is possible for the 
Ucensee o:r; employer to issue instruction.:5 
which would lead to the commission of 
an offence, but it is, also possible for 
an employee to commit an offence so as 
to get even with the employer for one 
reason or another and, therefore, the 
emploree should also be made liable to 
be charged. While discussing these 
Regulations yesterday with the Attorney� 
General it was pointed out to me that 
as regards offences Regulation 28 refer:-; 
t<1J ''any person/' and I think that would 
cover the point raised by the hon. 
Nominated Member. I do not think 
the employer should be exempted how­
ever; he should be charged also and 
it would be a matter for the magis­
trate to dt':cide who committed the 
offence and should be punished accord•· 
ingly. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
position is as stated by the hon, Mem-­
ber. 

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members 
would see that Regulation 28 at the 
end of this particular part of the Regu .. 
lations makes the employee liable in ad­
dition to the licensee although Regu­
lation 8 places spedal responsibility on 
the licensee. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Fo"!.· 
instance, you have Regulation 23 say­
ing:--

"23. Any person who-
( a) fans to erect any notice board ns

required by regulation 9; or
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(b) fails to keep a register as required
by r.egulation 11; or

(c) contravenes any 0£ the provision,s
of regulations 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20,
or 21 of these Regulations-

shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a penalty not exceeding $75.'' 

That is not restr lcted to the licen­
see only. Then you have other Regula­
tions such as 28 and 39 providing in 
a similar manner as regards offences, 
therefore _provision is made for the im­
position of a penalty upon any person 
who contravenes them. This Regula­
tion, 8, was included for the purpose of 
bringing more responsibility to- the 
licensee- who would be the person for­
mally in control. 

The _CHAIRMAN : I think it 
,vould be a matter for the Magistrate 
to determine whether an employee com­
mitted an offenoe deliberately or· not. 

Mr. DE BID IN: When one sees 
that the definition of ''forest produce" 
in the Principal Ordinance-Chapter 176 
-includes thatching materials, orchids
and so on, I am particularly worried
over the position of persons such as
those residing in the Mahaica, Mahai­
cony and Abary river districts who
may wish to transport troolie or other

things for thatching their houses. l
would like to know whether these
people would also be subject to these
Regulations. If that is so, they would
have not only to get a permit from
the owner of the thatching material,
but would also be under obligations to
disclose quantity, kind and so on. In
other words, these people would have
to do a number of things that illiter�
ate people would find it very difficult
to do unless they get assistance from
others. Owing to the hardships which
are going to be created, I am afraid
that I am not at all enamoured of
this Regulation.

The CHAIRMAN I am of the 
impression that this very Regulation 
exists now but that it is only applied 
to cases of Crown lands. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: It seem-s to me 
that there should be an· exemption and 

that so far as this particular forest 
produce-thatching materials--is con­
cerned, the Regulation should not apply 
to these people. I have looked at all 
these Regulat:ons and also at the Or­
dinance and I find that they have been 
.introduced for the control of the 
timber industry. As stated in the Ob­
jects and Reasons of the Bill, this 
legis_lation is ''essential to Gc,vernment 
in matters pertaining to forest policy 
and economic deve,lopment." I can hardly 
see what policy or phase of economic 
development would be affected by the 
exclusion from the Ordinance and the 
Regulations of this particular type of 
activity-relating to thatching materi­
als. It is quite possible that some very 
vigilant forestry officer mfg-ht cause 
a great deal of embarrassment to any­
one found br:nging down a boatload of 
troolie or other thatching material fo:!'.' 
the purpose of thatching his house, when 
it has nothing whatever to do with the 
Or.dinance•. It would be an infringement 
of the Regulations if that person did 
not have a permit and so on, and it 
sePms to me that I am entitled to 
make my representations at this stage. 

• While the intention of the Ordi­
nance and the Regulations is clear, it 
seem;:::, to me that there is going to be 
a tremendous amount of overlapping 
between ·the work of the Lands and 
Mines and the Fore.st Departments 
which is very undesirable. Moreover, 
the Lands and Mines Department would 
be placed in a very inferior position 
to that which it oocupied hitherto. I 
agree that the Forest Department has 
to look after the very important job of' 
re-afforestation and also the general 
checking of output under the head of 
Forestry, but in so far as forest 
rangers and other provisions are con­
cerned, I am afraid there is going to 
be a great deal of overlapping in 
future, which might lead to confusion. 
I was not present when the second 
reading of this Bill was taken so I 
cannot help ref erring to the Regula­
tions at this stage. I think they may 
be described as a two-edged sword for 
while they would s·erve a useful pur­
pose, it seems to me that they could 
also· be used as an instrument of des-
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truction for the hindrance of the 
smaller man. It is clear that similar 
Regulations which were made under 
the Defence Regulations on April 1, 
1948, a re being USf,d today as a means 
of crm;hing these people out of exi.�­
tence-

lt cannot be said in future that 
I did not take opportunity to express 
my fear that as excellent as these 
Regulations are for the a<:hievement 
of a certain purpose they may be 
found to be vety dangerous to the 
normal development of the timber in­
dustnr in British Guiana. I hope 
they would never fall into that <·ategory 
and that no one would have cause in 
future to accuse Government of using 
legislation to Rtifle the aspirations of 
the small man in the interest of big 
concerns. 

The ATTORNF�Y-GENERAL: With 
regard to the definition of ••forest pro­
duce/' as I pointed out on the la.st oc­
casion the Forest lhpa.�·tment is not 
interested in troolie leaves and things 
of that sort. The emphasis has been 
placed on suc,h merchantable things •a.s 
timber, lumber, charcoal and balata­
what I might term majo:· forest pro­
duce. That is not a term used by the 
Forest Department, but I am using it 
now. As regards the question of 
merchantable timber, the Message 
from the Governor and the statement 
of forest policy clearly indicate that 
efforts are being made to develop in 
th€ best possible way the forest wealth 
of this Colony. That is the object un­
derlying the Bill. His Excellency's 
Message, the .statement of policy and 
thE� Regulations prooente<l. That is 
also the reason why hon. Members 
have had the Regulations placed before 
them---in order that this Council should 
have a clear and comprehensive picture 
of what is being aimed at. Although 
it is perfectly true that the definition 
which is in the original Ordinance is 
very wide and embraces thing-s like 
troolie, grasses, silk cocoons and so on, 
yet fo1· the purposes of the forest 
policy and the development of forest 
products these things are not really 

within the objects and the designs of 
the Forest Department. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: May I draw the 
attention of the Attorney�General who 
is also a lawyer, to Regulation 29- which 
deals with the "Removal of forest pro­
duce." It says: 

''.2\'.:t. (1) }';o person shall remove or 
convey or cause to be removed or conveytd 
any 1orest produce along any wat€!rway, 
or aloni any public road or railway unless 
the person in charge of suc.,'h forest pro­
duce has in his possession a written per­
mit from the owner or occupier of the 
land from whim the produce was 
removed.�, . . , • 

lt is clear, therefore, that a person 
who does not comply with this Regu­
lation would be infringing the law. 

.Mr. ROTH: To a point of ex­
planatiou: That provision has been in 
existence, to my knowledge, for the last 
43 years and it has always been ap­
plied without any difficulty whatever. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: If it has been in 
existence so long it shows what the 
people have been €Xposed to all this 
time. If the law was being honoured 
in the brc;.l.ch that does not remove 
the point I am making. We ca.n only 
make suggestions at this stage and 
I would respectfully suggest that since 
vou have the terms '·merchantable 
timber", "mino:r Forest produceH and 
so on in Regulation 2 they would be 
also included under Regulation 2!}. 

Mr. FERREIRA: I think the At­
torney-General was quite clea.l' on the 
sub;fect and the First Nominated Mem­
ber (Mr. Roth) also made it clear 
that this provision has been in exist­
ence for years.· When one speaks of 
forest produce he mean8 merchant­
able timber and other products of 
the forest, and not things like troolie 
leaves and so on. It has always been 
acc(�ptcd that when one goes into the 
bush and cuts things like troolie 
leaves they should not be considered 
as anything important. 

Mr. DE BID IN! There is definite 
mention of the words ''thatching 
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materials" in the Regulation, and 
troolie leaves are thatching materials. 

Mr. FERREIRA: I was surprised 
to hear the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara speaking of deterioration 
of the Lands and Mines Department 
when those who know anything about 
these matters have been clamouring 
for years that the Forest Department 
should be completely divorced from 
the Lands and Mine.$ Department 
and should have complete supervision 
of the forest, surveying it and super­
vising the activities of the various 
producers. Those of us who know 
are aware of the fact that one of 
the troubles in the past was that 
certain species of timber were being 
cut and other merchantable species 
left behind. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem­
ber for Eastern Demerara has raised 
the point about the definition of 
''forest produce" but I can give an 
assurancie that there is no intention 
whateve·r on the part of Government 
to go for the smaJll man or to get 
at those people who cut thatching 
materials and things of that kind. 

Part IV.-T.imber Marks. 

Mr. FERNANDES: There is a 
slight omission as regards the ques­
tion of timber mark . I explained it 
to the Attorney-General yesterday 
and he_ ha undertaken to get it fix­
ed. There is one that is not fixed 
under a licence and that is different 
from what is mentioned here. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hon. Member's point is that in the 
case of a licensee fr is obligato,ry 
because it says "shall be11 placed, 
whereas in Regulatio:1 38 it appears 
to be disc1retionary since it says "m.ay 
also require". It was explained to 
the hon. Membe1r that the licence 
must have ''shall" in it because unless 
everything is re'ady the Conservato�· 
of Forests cannot direct the licensee 
to affix a se1ria� number. When one 
has had his arrangements made the 
obligatory part of it would ome i to 

play. We propose to make a slight 
amendment to the para1graph by the in­
sertion of the word "any" after the 
word "if". When once the arrange­
ments have been made it would be 
obligatory on the licensee to place a 
serial number on the tree. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: May I enquire 
of the Attorney-General whether there 
is any specific penalty clause relat­
ing to this part of the Regulations. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No; 
there is a general penalty. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: There is, as I 
see, an omnibus penalty clause but I 
do not think it would be applicable to 
this particular part. It merely speaks 
of taking away the licence and �eiz­
ing any product which had been gath­
ered together. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hcin. Member is suggesting that there 
should be a specific monetary penal­
ty in addition. Very well, we will 
make the necessary amendments. 

Part Vl.-Regulation 42-De.aler's 
Licence. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: There is another 
Regulation similar to Regulation 42 
which says that a licence · sJiall be 
granted by the Conservator. Does Reg­
ulation 42 mean that a pe.rson who 
makes application to the Conserva­
tor fo:· a dealer's lic,erice will auto­
matically be granted a licence? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Regu­
lations 42 and 43 in pa�t VI flow 
from the paragraphs which vve have 
deleted from the Bill, and therefore 
will also have to be deleted. 

Part, VII. - Miscellaneons.-Reg. 
ulation 48--Payment. 

Mr. ROTH: Regulation 48 re·ads ! 

"48. In the event of ""any fees, royal·­
ties or other dues oaya ble under a licenee 
remaining up.paid f :r more than 30 day 
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after they are due. whether demanded or 
not, the licence ma:,1 be terminated forth­
with!' 

This Regulation secmi:; to be un­
neces,..;arily harsh and lacking in equity. 
The same thing can be Raid of ::mb­
clause ( 2) of Regulation 49. which 
:,t.ates: 

"{2) On the termination of a licence 
all forest produce cut and not removed 
from the tract shall rEmain the property 
of the Government." 

I think provis;on should be· made 
whereby the Conservator may be em­
powered, in certain cases, to grant a 
certain time, because there may be 
circumstances, such as drought or 
flood, whfoh may prevent a licensee 
from removing all h:s cut material off 
the tract. 

Regulati�1 51.---M edical facilities, 
ra,tions, etc. 

Mr. ROTH: One more point as 
regards Regulation 51 which provldes: 

"51. Every licensee shall keep on the 
area to which the licence r�lates such 
medicines, dressings and first aid facili•­
ties as may be prescribed by the Conserv­
ator, and where any licensee employs fif'y 
or more employees on any area not iess 
than ten miles from any Government 
hospital or dispensary, he shall employ a 
certified sicknurse and dispenser on sue.ti 
area,,. 

It will be remembered that on the 
1::tst occ�1,-1ion I pointed out that this 
provision had been taken from the old 
Mining R;.:gulatiorrn which have been 
in existence from 1904. It must be 
borne iu mind that when those Regu­
lations were framed we knew nothing 
about outboard or inboard motor 
boats in the interior, and 10 miles in 
those days were equivalent to per­
haps 30 miles today. I therefore think 
it would be equitable if we increased 
the distance mentioned in the Regu­
lation to 25 mifos from a Government 
hospital or dispensary. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I agree some­
what with the hon. Member on that 
point, I would suggest th�t the Co11-

servator should he given some discre­
tiona,ry power because, while transport 
is far advrmced today, there will be 
found some tracts, where 25 miles to­
day would have been nearly the �ame 
as 30 or 40 years ago. I refer to tracts 
in the fM reaches of the rivers where 
there are no other tracts. I would ac­
cept a proviso that the ,power to b,'? 
given to the Conservator of Forests to 
prescribe first aid facilities sJ10uld also 
be given to him to pr€scribe when a 
sicknurse and dispenser is necessary. 
because, I am sure that where he. is 
satisfied that very fast transportation 
is available he would not P'rescriibe it 
unnecessarily. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I quite appreciate 
the need for Regulation 49 (1) but 
paragraph (2) may he very hard upon 
some people. I had a case quite recent­
ly ,of a man who had ·cont,rnct,ed to cut 
wood to s•upp.Jy a certain ,gawmm in 
the Pomeroon river. It appe.ars that he 
had to depend u:pon a rivulet to ffoat 
the logs down, and the·re a-re only -two 
seais·ons when that can be done. He 
was umuble to float the logs down owing 
to the lack of suffident water, and. r 
took the point that his failure was due 
to an act of God. I think that Rcg·u­
lation 49 (1) is sufficiently wide as it 
p11ovides that all fo:rest ,produce cut or 
re:m<>ved: s:hall remain the property of 
the Government ·until all .requirements 
have been complied with, but I do not 
agree that there) shoU'ld be a complete 
forfeiture of all forest produce on the 
teTmination of a ,person's licence, as 
provided by para.graph (2). 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Is it 
th� hon. Member's point that after all 
expenses have been paid, the difference 
s·hould be given to the licensee even 
th-oug,h his licence has been terminated 
a.s a result of his own default? 

Mr. DEmIDIN: The case I have 
mentioned is a very good example. 
Wages could not be paid to the men he. 
employed because the contractor had to 
get his money from the sale o:f th,: 
timber to the sawmill owner ,some dis-
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tance a1way. I do not think there 
should lbe a complete forfeiture of a 
man's produce. In such matters there 
is, alway;s the rig:ht ,of redemption in 
eq.uity, ,a:nd I feel that · it would be 
equitable to give a licensee the diff.er-­
enoe after deduction of :sums due t0 
Government. 

The ATT:ORNEY-G EiNE1RAL: I 
thjnk it wiH be appreciated, that some­
times even equity can be. carried too 
far. The Forest Department may 1have 
to .''carry the ibalby" for some licensee 
who is grossly negligent of his own in­
terest. The Department wo.uld 'have to 
l9ok afte,r ,everything, ·and 1he would 
come along ar.fter everything has !been 
done for 1him and plead equity. The 
hon. Meimbe,r eiannot apipeal for equit­
able consideration, because there i� a 
fundamental principle ,of law whfoh says 
that he who seeks equity must do 
equity. 

The CHAIRMAN: I. think the point 
is the same as that ·r,aised. by the hon. 
the First Nominated Mem!ber (Mr. 
Roth), and I imagine that if a man 
had been prevented from getting his 
timber out because a creek was too low 
Government would not insist on 
its right to keep his property. These 
Regulations 1are going to be interpreted 
reasonably. 

Mr. FERN ANDES: That is per­
fectly true, and I have no fear in that 
respect, except that in Part I it is 
provided that where a person is ag­
grieved by the refusal of the Conser­
vator to issue or renew any licence 
he may appeal to the Governor in 
Council. I think a similar proviso 
should not only be attached to Regu­
lation 49, but also to Regulation . 54 
which states: 

"54. A breach of any condition of a 
licence . or of any of 1Jhe provisiQns of 
the Ordinance or of any of these Regu­
lation� or of any Ordinance relating to 
employers andl workmen, shall rende,r 
the licence liable to cancellation, and 
whether the licence is cancelled or not 
all timber and forest produce on t�e 
area tp which the licence relateicl may, 

in the discretion of the Conservator, be 
forfeited.'' 

One would have thought that the 
right of appeal to the1 Governor in 
Council should apply also to Regu­
lation 54, though I rannot imagine 
myself that thue would be any Con­
servator of· Forests who would seize 
everything a person has because he 
has committed some technical offence 
or some small offence against the 
Regulations, such as failing to have 
a nrJtice board, which somebody might 
have pulled down. However, I am sure 
that Regulation 54 and the one refer­
red- to by the hon. Member for Eastem 
Dernerara (Mr. Debidin) would not be 
enforced except there are very good 
reasons fo,r doing so. Perhaps Regu­
lation 48 is a bit harsh where it pro­
vides that a licence may be terminated 
forthwith in the event of fees, royalties 
or other dues remaining unpaid for more 
than 30 days after they are due, whether 
demanded or not, but I take it 
for granted that such fees would be 
demanded. The only time when they 
would not be demanded would be if 
the licensee could not be found. 

The AT1TORNEY-GENERAL: 1 
think the whole point in that provi'.­
sion is that nobody should, be able to 
shelter behind the defence that "I did 
not pay because they did not ask me 
to." 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Reg­
ulation 48 allows 30 days' grace 
before a licence is terminated, but 
under Regulation 54 a br2ach renders 
the lic,ence liable to canceliation forth­
with, 

Mr. FERN ANDES: Both Reguh­
ticns providf, that the licence may be 
liable to be -terminat3d forthwith, but 
Regulation 48 only allows � period of 
30 days' g-rac,e for the payment of 
fees, royalty or other dues- . 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I think the point 
made by the hon. Membe� for George­
town Central (Mr. ·Fernandes) was 
well made. I would further point out 
that in Regulation. P4 we find the 
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words ''shall render the Jicence I:able 
to cancellation,'' but it do€s not say 
by whom, although the Regulations 
Ray that it is the Conservat01· who 
grants n licence. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Who 
p:rants it cancel;; it. unless it is other­
wi:'se stated. 

SeN,nd SchedulP. 

Mr. FERNANDES: This Secono 
Schedule i� somewhat misleading and 
c•fmsed me to make some remarks on 
the last occasion which I would not 
have made if the items had been set 
out correctly. There is a Comparative 
List :ihowing increases in royalties on 
certain forest produce a::i, proposed in 
Parts ;1 and ,1 of the Second Schedule 
to the draft Forestry Regulations. The 
list gives the present rate and the 
propm,ed ne,,· rate, and directly under 
the heading "Proposed new Rate'' 
there is this note: 

"Present rates plus 25':,{1 for produce 
extracted within 10 miles 1hy land haulage 
to navigable water, and less 25% for 
produce extracted over 15 miles by land 
haulage to navigable water, (present 
rates apply in other cases)." 

When one i;.;; handling a Bill and 
Regulations of this kind one has to be 
actually a student of law to be able to 
piece togethe1· the e)OLst,ing Regula­
tions and the proposed new Regula­
tions. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
think the hon . .Member is doing it very 
well. 

Mr. FERN ANDES: That may 
be so. I thank the hon. the Attorney­
General for the compliment but never•• 
theless, if one Jooks at the Regulations 
he will find that a man whose tract 
is within 10 miles of navigable water 
will not have to pay the proposed new 
rate, which is the present rate plus 25 
per cent., but in the case of a man 
whose tract is over 20 miles from 
navigable water he would have to 
operate under Parts 8 and 4 of the 
Second Schedt1Ie, and tn any c�tse he 

could not get any variation of the rates 
except he gets the o.k. from the Con­
servator of Forests. As a general 
principle I am opposed to an,v dif­
ferentiation in royalty rates, whethe•r 
the haulage distance is 5, 10 or 50 
miles. The royalty rate should be the 
same in all cases. One might ask why 
should a person working- a longer dis­
tance from a river pay the Hanw 
rcyalty on his timber as another per­
son who has a shorter haulagt., 
distance? lt is my experience that 
sometimes a person working a shorter 
distanc,e away finds land haulage 
extremely difficult and very costly, 
and for that reason persons prefet to 
leave a tract which is near to navigable 
water and go further in. There are 
many cases where people hold areas 
lying between h\-"O rivers. I am speak­
ing particularly of the Demerara and 
Essequibo riverst and although the 
timber is very much nearer to the 
Essequibo it is hauled back to 
the Demerara river, because it is found 
to be more economical to do so than 
to bring it to Georgetown. I do not 
see why a person who d,oes that should 
be able to get a reduction of royalty. 
I am under the impression that this 
proposal was introduced at the request 
of one very large concern who did not 
a�k fo1.· this but something quite dif­
ferent, and I believe they are no longer 
intere:;ted. in having it done in this 
way. 

I am asking Government, in 
considering the final fixing of these 
royalty rate�, to delete the provision 
for a reduction of 25% of the present 
rate in respect of produce extracted 
over 15 miles by land haulage to navi­
gable water, because it would be dif­
ficult to supervise it properly, except 
in a few exceptional cases. I do not 
think there should be, any discrimin­
ation one way or the other as regards 
haulage distance. 

As a comment on the actual in­
creases in royalty I would say that 
everything has been increased except 
timber, t>ut the royalty on iimber 
alone was increased a short while ago, 
so th�t other articles are oniy p.ow 
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being brought up to the same level.

Some of the increases may appea1· to

be a bit stiff--in the case ,of shingles,

for instaiwe--but in checking it up

I have been able to arrive at how the

figures have been decided upon. Ap­

parwtly all the royalties al'e based

around 5 per cent. of the actual value

of the article, and if that is the basis

I am sur€ that nobody can off er any

serious opposition to it. I am simply

asking Government to delete the pro­

posed new rate as regards timber haul­

age, because it is being misread not

only by me but by most people engaged

in the industry. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : I ag.ree with thz

point made by the hon. Mcmbel' that

there should be no differentiation in

the rates of royalty on timber, and that

there should be deletion of Part 4 of the

Schedule. There is some discrepancy or

perhaps something which I cannot fol­

low in P,airt 3. With respect to item 2-­

Timber Sa,wn-1 see Class I-85c. per

100 B.M. I would like to know whether

royalty is paid in respect of the sawing

or the boards made? It seems to me that

the royalty on a 2-inoh iboard is the

same as on a 1-inch board.

Mr. FERNANDES: For the hon.

Member's informati-On I may point out

that these rates a,re for boaird feet and

not lineal feet. 

M-r. DEBID-IN: As I said, I was

open to receiving the correct expfana­

tion. Another explanation I would like

to get is in re.gard to paling staves, the 

rate in respect o.f wll.ich is mentioned in

this list at 25c. per 100, but I do not see

anything behind the figures.

one wh�ch· is being worked on a, very

Jar,ge .scale. 

Mr. ROTH : That is the whole

idea of the Forest Depa:rtment-to see

that tt is p\l"OJJerly worked. If it is prop­

erly w,o;rke,d it is no.t a wasting asset. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : There is a differ·

ence of connotation so far as the term

"wasting asset" is concerned. Why I say

that our timber is a wasting asset Jg

because when a tree is cut we have to

wait about 50 years. and, in some cases

even long-er, befo1re another takes its

plaee. When we cut our "ripe" trees we

have to wait for other trees to ''ripen" 

and to take the places of those cut. I

feel that as our timbers a·re being used

uo on a very large scale at the present

time we should collect the maximum

amount of revenue for the Colony. I am

not satisfied at all that 6 cents and 4

cents per cubic ft. is a satisfactory or

adequate royalty to be levied on tim­

bers produced. I feel that the Colony is

suffering in many ways from loss of a

considerable amount of -its wealth which

i-s going out of the country as a result

o,f absentee proprietorship. The,re is con­

siderable wealth going out of the Col­

ony in our exports of bauxite as com.

pared with the veTy small amount of

rev,enue we derive fmm. that industry.

We ought to get consideraibly more in­

e.ome from ouir bauxite which is one of

our most valuable assets, but we are

still struggling to balance our budget

when the year ends.

'r,he ATTORNEY-GENE1RAL : It

means per 100 staves. 

It will be the same thing

with timbe-r. I feei that this

Colony is doing itself a disservice in

this matter, because there is no consid­

eratltm for those most intimately con­

cerned, and because we want to encour­

age big concerns to embark on big in­

dustries-bauxite, balata, timber or else.

lt seems to me that we should see to it

that we get a fair sha.re orf :production in

this Colony. I am goin:g to urge that

these figures be revised upwards, other­

,vise we would have to come 1by way of

mot:on when these figures are doubled

Mr. DEBIDIN-: Now I wish to

make an observation. The timber in.duf;­

try of tihis Colony has been regarded as

one of its very important industries. It

is the foundation upon which we all

make the statement that this Colony has

great poten:tial wealth, but the timber

of this Colony is ,t wasting asset, and in this Colony. 
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Mr. BOBB: I welcome this oppor­
tunity to �ay how much 1 value the 
statement of policy set out in the Memo­
randum handed down to ho11. Member:;. 
When the deba.te began last week there 
was some doubt concerning the inter•• 
pretation -of "forest produce" and 
whether the te1·m as then understood 
would be to the actua·I benefit or disad­
vantage of those who would be en­
gaged in the i,ndnstry later on. But, 'hav­
ing heard the ve1·y lucid explanation 
from the Attorney-General and the other 
points tha.t came out in the course of 
the debate, I am pel'fectly satisfied that 
there is the best intention ibehind the 
policy which is receiving careful con­
sid€ration and that we stand to benefit 
by the implementation of this policy. 
On the question of royalties, I think I 
have to differ from the hon. Member 
for Eastern Dernerara because I have 
been a,skecl to watc.h that the royaltie� 
did not go up. As far as from the Cor­
entyne there came to me some direction 
in this matter and I had to wa.it for the 
development of the debate and note the 
contributions of those who aire comp,c­
tent to s,peak on thi� suhject. 

I think we have reached the poin� 
when, to my mind, tlrnse figures ought 
to remain as they are, since so much 
initiativ•e is expressed in the policy it­
self to make this whole .industry pay. 
I can see the point made by the 1hon. 
Member for Eastern Demerara-that w::J 
ought to get as mU<·h as possible--but 
I am also afraid that with the stream­
lining being adopted in this indu&try, if 
we go to.o far upward we might come 
to a point where we would get dimin­
ishing return,q. That is a. point we have 
to guard aga.inst. I can see that the 
s:mall worker in the industry stands to 
lose by an increase in royalty and that. 
those who are a<ble to induce more capi­
tal might be able to contribute 
more, but the stage to which we have 
now come indicates, to my mind. that 
we ,vould b€ well advised to accept 
these figures. I very much douht 
whether the general feeling among the 
smaller people in the industry would 
support any endeavour made by this hon. 

Council to increase the royalties as in­
dicated in this memorandum. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Hon. 
Members will, of course, appreciate Uv.� 
fact that the Regulations were placed 
before them for their consideration a8 
pu-t of the picture with regard to the 
whole forest policy. Hon. Members have 
been quite in order in expressing their 
views with regard to the Regulation, 
and I would point out that the cornment8 
made have been duly noted and wil1 
receive due consideration. Of course, thi:i 
Regulations, drafted under section 5 o:E 
the Forestry Ordinance, will be made by 
the Govemor in Council aft€r the full­
est consideration has been given to the 
comments made by hon. Member8. As I 
have already pointed out, when th 1.� 

Regulations are made the Legislative 
Council itself will have an opportunity 
to consider them within three months 
from the date of publication in the 
Gazette. I am very grateful to hon. 
Members for the comments they have 
made and for the consideration they 
have given to the Regulations. With 
the consent of Council, I beg to move 
that the Bm be now read a third tim•� 
and. passed. 

Mr. WIGHT seconded. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

RICE FOR FAMINE RELIEF IN INDIA 

Mr. FARNUM: I beg to move the 
suspension of the Standmg Rules an\l 
Ord,ers so as to enable me to move ;1 

motion of which I gave rwtice somt! 
time ago. The motion reads:-

"Whereas a famine exists in the Staf�. 
of Bihar. India, causing much suffering; 

And Whereas a large section of tho 
population o· British Guiana has famiiy 
tiE•s in that District; 

And Whereas the local Indian populat:on 
comprises forty per cent. of our popula­
tion; 

And Whereas a Relief Fund has been 
organised to make a gtft 01� 5,000 bags of 
rice to the G<,vernme-nt of lndia; 
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Be It ResolV'ed that this Honourable 
Council+ out of sympathy to the particular 
State of Bihar, donates at .least 500 baga 
of. rice to the Relief Fund which has been 
organized to aid the sufferers". 

I have asked for a suspension of 
the Standing Rules and Orders in order 
to deal with this motion because I 
understand that a ship will be passing 
through this Colony within a few days 
f1)r India with rice to aid these suffer­
ers, and if this motion is passed it will 
be possible to send the rice from thia 
Colony at the same time. 

Mr. FERNANDES: For the inform­
.atio11 of 'hon. Membe·rs I will say that 
the ship is due to sail ·this evening on
the high tide-at about 7 o'clock. 
,fhere might be another shipt however, 
in the near future .. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I beg to second the 
motion. 

Motion put, the Council dividing 
�nd voting as follows�-

For: Messrs. Bobbi Macnie, Gajraj, 
LlH!khoG, Peters, Fernandest Debidin, 
Farnum> Raatgever, Wight, Dr. Nichol� 
son, Dr. Singh, the Financial Secretary 
an.d Treasurer, the Attorney-General 
and the Colonial Secretary-15. 

Motion carried-unanimously. 

Standing Rules and Orders sus•• 
pend£d. 

Mr. FARNUM: I .dQ not. think it 
is necessary ·to elaborate on: this motion, 
as it speaks for itself. W'hat we nave 
to ask ourselves is whether there h, 
a famine in this particular state or 
province of India. I have only to rz-fer 
to the fact that a relief fund has been 
started in this Colony and that Hi:3 
Grace the Archbishop of the West 
Indies and the Roman Catholic Bishop 
have given their support to that fun<l. 
That is sufficient for me to believe 
tr.at there does exist a state ·of famirn� 
there. The next thing is that we have 

not been slow at any time in giving­
reliief and assistanee to any neighbour .. 
ing Colonv in the Caribbean that hM 
experienc;d any such catastrophe. I ha\1e 
in mind the recent case of St. Luci_a 
where there was a very large con­
flagration which wiped out part of the 
City. We rushed to their assistance wiih 
food, clothing and money. I feel that the 
people of Bihar have a similar claim 
on our generosity, and it might be even 
greater for the reason that there are 
very many family ties between them 
and people in this Colony. 

An example has been set by the 
United States of America by rushin� 
grain to the assistance of these people. 
It has been pointed out that a ship will 
be passing through h?re tonight, trans­
porting grain f rotn Brazil to their aid. 
8.nd there is no reason why British 
Guiana should not assist them also. 
Famine is unknown to us in this Colony 
and we cannot conceive what suffering 
the people in this :famine-stricken area 
have to f!Ildtu�e. We have f(}me idea, 
however, after having looked at illus .. 
trated magazines and seen what took 
piace during the last famine in Cal­
cutta. There we saw how people were 
dying in hundreds each day for want of 
food, and I think the most s.ad pictures 
·were those showing how children were
suffering in the same way. Through not
having :food they were dying like flies
and on humanitarian grounds, if no
other, I think we should do what we
can to relieve the situation-by send•
ing the quantity of riee stated in the
motion. Perhaps some other Member
will move an amendment and suggest
that we send a larger quantity, and the
Chairman of the Rice Marketing B-oard
who is also a Member of this Council
might suggest that we s:md a larger
quantity still.

Mr. ROTH seconded. 

The PRESIDENT: What is the 
yalue of the quantity stated in the 
motion? 



3533 Rice For Pami-ne 12TH JULY, Hl51 Relief in India. 8534 

Mr. FIGRNANDES: The Rice Ma.!:­
keting Board has decided to sell the rice 
tu the Committee· appointed to collect 
,fonations for the purpose of relief in 
this case at the actual cost to the Board, 
which is $0 per bag. Therefore, 500 
bags will co:-;t $4,500. 

Mr. WIGHT: Appu.rently, t}.;cre is 
reluthmce on the pa.rt of other Mem­
bers to speak, so l will take the bull by 
the horn. I quite agree with the hon. 
IHowr of the rnotiou that :from g 

humanitarian point of view v,e should 
sue<.'.ollr any countl',Y 01· Colony in dis·· 
tress. and I think that point will be 
nppreciated by all the Memberd around 
this table. The question is.. however, 
'"' hether v.·e are in a position at the 
present moment to give away 500 bags 
of 1·ice ·when it if;; so sorely needed in 
this Colony. I know that there are many 
people v;ho are Huffering di.stress in 
this Colony and that in a part of my 
cotrntitue.twy•-in the Pomeroon district 
---people, are also suffering for want 
of food. Onlv this morning- I received 
a tf le gram f {·om that area :,ta ting· that 
the people had lost their crop.s through 
f1oodB and WC!l'C asking for financial 
a��sistance from Government. If we 
should assist in the ease of India on 
humanitarian ground8, then I wonld 
sav we have cases inside the Colony 
in· which we shonld also aBsist on hu­
manitarian grounds. Only today I 
learnt that there is difficulty on the 
part of householders in obtaining rice 
in this Colony. The hon. Member for 
Central Geor;etown who is the Chair­
man of the Rice Marketing Board has 
bePn inf(\rmed of the position, but he 
thought otherwise. Consequently, the 
question v:hethe !' we are able to supply 
our <·0•1trncts sl10uld be considered in 
Ol'der to di?cide whether we RhouM con­
tinue to PXpDrt our Rurplus at the 
,vorl<l ma1 ·kt·t prict>. 

Quite reefl1tl,v I rt:ad that the 
P rimi:: Minister of India, in replying 
to a toast, .stated that Tndicl ·\ras a 
vnst and important eomitrr wii.hin the 
Common.wealth. This

) 
therefore, ,vii"uld 

probably l>e not the only famfrte that 

would take place in that vast country. 
Ihis quantity of rit•e-the GOO bags 
stated in the mo,tion--.. might be des­
cribed as only a bagatelle for India, 
but I think i5,000 can be easiiy raised 
iu this Colony from per�mL•, who are 
wealthy. We· an! told that the Indians 
in Urithh Cuiana number 40 per cent. 
of the population. I think it is higher­
I think it is 42 per cent.----and among 
them the:e are some very weaithy men, 
each of whom would hardly feel the 
loss of $5,000. 

The Financial Secretary and se,� 
cral ho'L Members can tell us of the 
pre.sent seri(!us position of Uk Colony's 
revenue and the task which \Vill 
have to be faeed in presenting the 
Bvdget for next year. It is trut that 
the :.mm iu volved in the mution is a 
small onei but how man.Y sums like 
this are we going to be called upon to 
meet from time to time. There is an 
old creole proverb that is well worth 
following both inside and outside this 
Council, and that is: ''One----one dutty 
buil' dam": If ,we are going to have to 
meet sums of $1,000; $2,000; $5�000 
and so on in this way, We wilJ be faced 
with a heavy burden in the End. If it is 
going to be said that this riee should 
be sent to India on humanitarian 
grounds.. I would say 1.000 times more 
strongly that a motion by me for the 
relief of pt:ople in my constituency­
people who might not be suffering 
from famine but might be near star­
vation in many caRes-should be car­
ried in this Council. 

I llav:e every sympathy with the 
famine-stricken people in other parts 
of the world and e.spec · ally in a part 
·which, as the hon. Mover of the mot ion
bas said, is bound by tit�s of kith and
kin with a pa1·ticular section of our
population. But let me repeat what I
haw! always empha:..iz1..d and that isi 

this Colony is Guiam:se. Thi.s Colony
i.;-; 1,vithin the national soverelgnity of
Bf'ibin and I say it her2 without any
fear of contradidi(m--and I have been
told so by very high officials durin,¥ my
visit to England--that tlw people of
Tndia look upon our people a::; Indians
fi'!·st and foremost, and not as nation-
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als of the country in which they are 
resident. That is the picture as con­
cisely as I can see it. I am not say-
ing anything against any particular 
section of the community. A large 
percentage of the people in my constit­
uency are East Indians, and many of 
them are only waiting to be assisted 
in order to make a livelihood. 

"I am sure that $5,000 would be of 
great assistance to some of these 
people---East Indians and others-and 
howe,ver unpopular any sentiment of 
mine might be considered.. I feel I 
would not be doing my duty to my 
country or my countrymen, if I allow 
a motion like this to be put through 
without explaining fully that motions 
of this kind will result in future in a 
drain upon our very slender resources. 
It is true that the gift might be taken 
as a token gift, but one does not look 
for appreciation of a gift in its value. 
Appreciation is a very rare thing, and 
in thif� Golony especially it is very 
rarely given. However sympathetic I 
am with the motion, I do not think it 
would be in the interest of this Col­
ony, particularly as regards the future, 
to spend money in this way. We know 
that shortly we wo1uld he faced with 
increasing demands in this Council and 
in Fimmce Committee, and we have 
to consider where the money is to 
come from. I do appeal to hon. Mem­
bers to weigh the situation very care­
fully with all its implications, before 
they vote., 

Dr. SINGH: If this Council 
divorce.s fear from the argument I 
think it is my duty to clarify the posi­
tion of the Indians as I know it. It is 
true that there is famine in India and 
that many people are suffering, but 
the fact is that India does not want any 
gift of this kind. She is willing to pay 
for the grain she wants; she has the 
money to pay and if British Guiana can 
sell h�r some rice she will be very 
grateful. 

Mr. \VIG HT: If that is so, I with­
draw my remarks. I never understood 
the hon. Mover of the motion to say 
that this would ]?e a sale. I thought the 

rice was intended to be a gift from 
th�s Colony. 

Mr. FARNUM: I intended 1t to be 
a gift. 

Dr. SINGH: If that is so it will 
still be appropriate bf-cause there are 
mariy Indians in this Colony with ties 
in India and, further, this Colony has 
been doing trade with India for many 
years past. I think there has been some 
misunderstanding in the matter, how­
ever. I am not a party to the collection 
of funds by certain persons locally. I 
told them that India does not waut any 
gift, and that she simply wants to buy 
food for her people there. lf this Col­
ony can afford to sell India 1,000 bags 
of rice she would pay for it. That 
.statement might shorten this debate 
�nd prevent it f �om taking a course it 
might otherwise take. 

Mr. FERNANDES: The hon.· 
Member for Demerara-E.ssequlbo (Dr. 
Singh) was right when he said his 
remarks would shorten the debate, 
because in view ,of his remarks I do 
not see how any Member of this 
Oouncil can support the motion. I 
would like to say, however, that in 
spite of the fact that there are in 
British Guiana a large number of East 
Indians, and wealthy ones at that, most 
of them feel exactly the same way as 
the hon. Member for Demerara-Esse­
quibo feels, and the result is that all 
the rice that is leaving British Guiana 
today (I cannot say the exact figure 
because they were adding a few bags 
at the end, but I can say df1finitely it 
is going to be less than 1,500 bags) 
has been contributed by voluntary 
subscription taken up all over the 
country. If the Indian communitv feels 
that that j� all they will cont�ibute, 
naturally those of us who do not know 
India at all would have t<} accept the fr 
action as a guide. 

I appreeiate the remark of 
the hon. Member for Dem-
erara-Essequibo· when he said that 
what India wants is the grain, and 
she would pay for it. Of course it 
would be very difficult to make a 
sale, and especially in view of the fa.ct 
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that the rice is wanted at this minute 
if it is t0 be of any use whatever to 
the dhrving people in India. I am 
sure that every Member who knows 
-about the rice industry would know 
that: this is the most inopportune time 
fo draw supplies of rice from British 
Guiana, hecau�e we are coming 
towards the end of crop and the 
p€ople are not milling; they are plant­
ing. Stocks of rice are not as large as 
we would like to see them hut there is 
sufficient rice for local needs. The 
Board howevel', undertook to supply the 
CommittE.e collecting money to buy rice, 
with as much as lOtOOO bags, as fong 
as it was available, of courne; and as 
long as they got the money. 

The Board has done everything 
it can to assist the Committee. We 
have haridled the entire shipment at ., 

no cost te the Committee, because we 
are in sympathy with the suffering 
people, but the question that arises on 
a motion <.if thiR kind is wbt)&e respon­
sibility it is for the Ruffering in India? 
I do not think anybody can say it is 
the responsibility of this Government, 
The hon. Member who moved the 
n10tio;:1 referred to this Cohny's help 
to St. Lucia and other plaees in order 
to shoiv that it wm; quite in order. 
W<; did help those lBlands but the 
hon. Mernt>er mwit also remember that 
when ,ve were ffooded not so very 
kmg }lgo it waR the neighbouring 
Colonies, Surinam, Trinidad and such 
places who offered us some relief. 
Surinam gave us quite a lot of plant­
ing material in order to help us re­
establish our cultivations as soon as 
possible after the flood. 

Whenever British Guiana is 
in any difficulty of that kind 
we do get assistance from 
the neighbouring Islands, and from 
Surinam, RO that it ,:vould be perfectly 
in order for us to s,end help to those 
places. But if we start extimding ·our 
contribution so far afield as India we 
would find ourselves in a dif fi.cult 
situation if tomorrow there was 
famine in China and a similar motion 
was moved and we did not support it. 
A similar situation would arise if there 

was famine in some other country 
whose nationals live in British Guiana. 
A Member suggests Africa. Yes, if 
there was famine in any part of Africa 
vve would be asked to send help again. 
I am afraid I cannot support the 
motion, be-cause it would be creating 
a very dangerous precedent if we 
carried our charity s,o far afield when 
lots of it is so badly needed in 9m• 
home, 

The FlN ANCIAL SECRETARY 
& TREASURER: I should like to 
confirm what the hon Member for 
Westem Essequibo (M;. Wight) has 
said. This Colony at the moment is 
passing though a period of severe 
financial stringency in so far as our 
revenue is concerned, The estimate of 
reV&nue for this year is $23 million ) 

but the collection to the end of June 
is slightly tmder $9 million. I am 
hoping that in the second half of the 
year income tax, which is responsible 
for the short-fall, will be able to re­
cover itself and possibly build up the 
estimate for this year, but I must 
admit that ff the Colony is called upon 
to make a contribution of $5,000 to pur­
chase rlce to send to India, I think 
that even a small amount iike that 
would be rather Embarrassing, and I 
therefore do not see how Government 
can support the motion on those 
ground8. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I seconded this mo­
tion and I will support it. In doing 
so I de3ire to pay a very high com­
pliment to the mover on his very sym­
pathetic thought for· the people who 
are suffering at this time in India. 
One hon . .M.ember remarked that the 
suf f erlng in India is not the respon­
sibility of British Guiana. I wish to 
make it clear that it is due to natural 
eauSt!S c1nd not any question of mal­
admi11istration or anything like that. 
There has been an unprecedu1ted mon­
soon and tremendous flooding, and the 
whole situation has been created by 
ch'cnmstances of Nature� �rhe1·e is no 
g uestion that it is a crisis which has 
had repercussions in all parts of the 
world, so much so that a small Rtate 
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like Illinois decided one morning .that 
eaoh per on should miss the m"id-day 
meal, and against that meal was placed 
a sum of $3,000. At the Y.l\i.C.A. in 
that town a subscription dinner was 
held at which only a glass of water 
was placed 011 the table before each 
chair in order to raise a sum of mon­
ey to send grain to India. 

There is no doubt whatever that 
many countries have responded to the 
need for help, and the whole question 
is whether the Government of British 
Guiana should also do something in 
the matter. That is what this Coun­
·cil will have to decide. I can 011ly put
forward what I regard as a reasonabie
outlook to be · adopted, and that is that
India is a rrtember of the· British
Commonwealth of Nations. Apart from
that facit nearly 50 per cent. of Bri­
t�sh Guiana's population are people
who are engaged in producing the
very useful grain known as rice. The
hon. Member for Western Essequibo
(Mr. Wight)- mentioned that relief
funds were voted to West Indian Col­
onies but, after all, they are merely
members of the Colonial Empire with
no closer ties with the people of
British Guiana than the people of
India.

The hon. the Financial Secretary 
referred to the- financial position of 
the Colony. After all $5,000 is merely 
a token vote in a cause like this where 
there i need for millions of -tons of 
grain. Nevertheless, this motion having 
b en brought, I wonder whether we 
should forget the question of goodwill, 
or whether we should weigh the value 
of that goodwill against a mere SLtm of 
$5,000? It is a mere fraction of what 
was recently voted for the erection of 
bonds, etc., f'or the Mahaicony-Abary 
Scheme. We have voted similar sums 
in many directions without consider­
ing the stringent financial position of 
the Colony. We voted a scholarship or 
a loan to a boy who actually had no 
claim to i , but we felt that it was 
a humanitarian thing to do, and I 
voted for it so as to enable him to 
complete hi medical st\ldie . We do 

som2Lmes think of the humanitarian 
side and not of the stringent finan­
ial position of the Colony. 

I speak subject to correction, but 
I think it was stated by the Rice 
Marketing Board that the Colony 
would provide 10,000 bags of rice, and 
I am sorry to have got the impression 
from the peecih of the hon. Member for 
Q-eorgetown Central (Mr. Fernandes), 
who is the Chairman of the Board, that 
there was no promise, to give 10,000 
bags of rice. The point has been made 
that India is a wealthy country. I know 
to ,the contrary, because there is not 
sufficient money to develop the country 
immediately. I know they can find 
money in an emergency, because they 
have sterling balances and other re­
serves, but be that as it may, the facit 
is that from everywhere has come some. 
tokrn of help in appreciation of the 
suffering which is .due to natural causes. 
It remains to be e-en whether this Gov­
ernment will respond in the same way. 

Mr. BOBB: In the course of the 
spc.eches whioh have' been made two 
things were brought to our notice­
the questlon of principle and the case 
of need. I would readily support the 
principle which ha.s been called into 
operation here from what ha been 
said about rendering assistance on hu­
man:tarian grounds. It appears to me 
to be a case of need, and on that 
score it commends itself to me as a 
cause for consideration. I do not know 
whether this ·Government has in the 
past given any token of sympathy in a 
case of famine. If it has not done so 
it is not, in my view, too much to 
say that Government should now offer 
what I would not call a token of sym­
pathy but a token of concern for a 
situation which seem to be so persis­
tent in India. Whether such a token 
of concern should go from the East 
Indian section of our community alone 
is a matter of opinion. My own view 
is that whateve�· the East Indian om­
munity does in this particular matter; 
this country of six raoes has an op­
portunitv of showing its goodwill and 
concern for the people who form a ver 
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important part of our productiv<� popu­
lation. and whose future will g-reatly 
dett�mine the future prosperit) of our 
country or otherwise. 

l appreciate the point made by the
hon. the. Financial Se(·retary concern­
ing our present financial position. I do 
110t desire to question that, but I stlll 
feel tbat if there is any way of im­
pfomcnti ng this motion, whieh I hope 
w;U be accepted, it ,vould be a fine ges­
ture. 1n flaying thig I feel that the 
great emphasis in this motion, from my 
point of view. is the fact that the six 
races iu this Colony have an opportun­
ity of showing their concern for a 
people whose need has been recog­
nized in every quarte1·, and who 
have been rece'iving help such aR we 
might in our small ,vay of:fer to give. 
I tht>ref ore very lH1artily support the 
motion. 

Mr. PETERS: We are face to 
face with the fact of distress befalling 
a membe:r of the British Common­
wealth of Nations, and the hour has 
come f 9r us to con:-::ider whether we 
should do what we oan in a small 
measure to assist in reliE:vlng the 
situaticm. On the other hand our at­
tention has bee,n called to the fact that 
we are "!'Wt so well off as to be able 
to giw: the assistanee that we may 
be moved to give to a suffering coun·­
try in the present circumstances- Mv 
feeling is that if we have any sort of 
colonial esprit de crnps which moves 
along the line of Bympathy for others 
who are suffering, we Bhould feel that 
we would be doing a great service if, 
f-'ven out of our penury, we gave part: 
of what we need fo".' ourselvEs. I feel 
that if there is any qualm in our 
consc:ences as regards the measm·e 
of assistance we might now give, in 
view of what the hon. the Financial 
Secretary ha8 told us, we could meet 
the situation by suggesting a small 
figure. Perhaps the mover of the mo­
tion might consider that, but I feel 
that even in our pres�nt financial 
difficulty some small help would be a 
very positive a:1d praise\vorthy token 
of our Rympathy for others who are 
suffering. 

Mr. FARNUM: I will be very 
brief beoam•1e the hon. the Seventh 
Nominated Member ( Mr. Bobb) has 
answere.d all the ('riticisms we have 
had on the motion. I was rather Stll'� 

prised to hear from the hon. Member 
for Demerara-Essequibo ,Dr. Singh) 
that all the Indian Government :requires 
is ricet for which it is prepared to pay, 
because it does seem strange to me. 

Dr. SINGH: ro a point of ex� 
planation. Not dee, foodstuff..;. 

Mr. FARNUM: I unde:·:c;tood the 
hon.. Member to say '·grain". It seems 
to me strange that if that were the 
case we should have had focal Chu 1·ch 
dignatories starting a relief fund to 
send grain to India. As regards the 
stringency of the Colony's fuuuwcs, we 
all know that in this particular case 
the hon. the Financial Secretary i8 not 
disposed to support the. motion, becam;e 
$5,000 is a lot of money and very dif­
ficult to obtain, but we have ju.st voted 
a similar sum to smd two representa• 
tives Gf the Colony to• the Festival of 
Br:tain. It seems to me that when we 
want to raise such money we can al­
ways do so. I have nothing more 
to say exc2pt that I leave the motion 
in the hands of hon. Mtmbers. I feet 
that ii is a humanitarian act, but if 
the motion iR thrown out 1 ,·an do 
nothing further. 

Council divided on the motion and 
voted: 

For-Messrs. Bobb. Macn.it', Gajraj, 
Luckhoo, Peter:,;, Debidin, Fainum and 
Dr. Singh---8. 

Against-Messrs. Fernandes, Raat• 
gever and Wight--:3. 

Did not vote•-DY. Nicholson, the 
Financial Secretary and Treasurer, 
the Attorney-General and the Colonial 
Secretary---4. 

Motion carried. 

The PRESIDENT: Council will 
now adjourn until 2 o' dock tomorrow 
when we will proceed with private 
Members' motions. 
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