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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

The Assembly met at 2 p.m. 

Prayers 

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair] 

Present: 

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. R. B. Gajraj. 

Members of the Government 
People's Progressive Party 
Ministers 

Dr. the Honourable C. B. Jagan 

The Honourable B. H. Benn 

The Honourable Ram Karran 

The Honourable B. S. Rai 

The Honourable R, Chandisingh 

-Premier and Minister of Development and
Planning (Member for Corentyne-East)

-Minister of Natural Resources (Member for
Demerara Coast-West)

-Minister of Works and Hydraulics (Member
for M ahaica)

-Minister of Home Affairs (Member for Dem­
erara Coast-East)

-Minister oj Labour, Health and. Housing
(Member for Lower Demerara. River)
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Dr. the Honourable Charles Jacob, Jr. ·-.Minister of Finance (Member for Vreed-en­
Hoop) 

Dr. the Honourable F.H. W.Ramsahoye-Attorney-General (Member for Cant ', 
Paider) 

The Honourable E. M. G. Wilson 

Parliamentary Secretaries 
Mr. L. E. M. Mann 

Other Members 

Mr. S. M. Saffee 
Mr. G. L. Rob,•-:-!son 
Mr. J.B. Caldeira 
Mr. V. Downer 
Mr. M. Hamid 
Mr. D. C .. Jagan 
Mr. H. Lall 
Mr. M. Shakoor 

Members Constituting the Minoriry 
(i) People's National Congress

--·-Minister o,f Communications (Member for 
Boernsirie) 

"--Parliamentary Secretary to the .Ministry lf 
Works and Jfydrau!ics ( Afember for 
Mahaicony) 

·-CMemhcrfor Berbice-West)
--{Member/or Leonora)
-(Member for Pomeroon)
-(Member for Bcrbice-East)
--(Member for Demeranr·-Ceniral)
-(_Memherfor Suddie)
-{Memberfor Coremvm,.--Wcst)
-(itfember for Corentyne River)

Mr. L. F. S. Burnham, Q.C. ·-{Member for Ruimve/dt) 
Mr. W. 0. R. Kendall, Deputy Speaker-(Member for llfew Amsterdam) 
Mr. J. Carter ·-(Member f'or Wt.!rk-en-Rust)
Mr. E. f'. Correia -(Mernberjor Ma::aruni-Potaro) 
Mr. N. J. Bissember --(Member for Camphellvil!c) 
Mr. W. A. Blair -(Member for Bcrhice River) 
Mr. R. S.S. Hugh -(Member for Georgetottn-South) 
Mr .. J. G. ;Joaquin ·-{Member for Kitty)
Mr. R. J. Jordan -(.Member for Upper Demerara River)
Mr. C.  A. Merriman -(.Membajbr La Penitence-Lodge)
Mr. H. M. S. Wharton -(Memberjbr Abary)

(ii) Viiited Force

Mr. P. S. d�Aguiar
Mr. R. E. Cheeks

-(Member for Cieorgetmvn-·Ccntral) 
·-(Member for Georgerown-North)

Mr. I. Cmm Ewing--Clerk of tl1e Legislature 
Mr. E. V. Viapree-Assistant Clerk of the Legislature. 

ABSENT: 

Mr. G. Bowman, •Parliamentary Secretary to  the Ministry of Natural Resources--
(Member for Corentyne Central )-on leave 

Mr. M. Bhagwan-(Member for Essequibo Islands) 
Mr. S. Campbell -- (Member for North West) - on kave 
Mr. E. E. Melville - (Member for Rupununi) - on leave. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE 
SPEAKER 

LEAVE To MEMBERS 

Mr. Speaker : Honourable Mem­
bers, the hon. Member for North West 
(Mr. Campbell) has applied for 
and has been granted leave from the 
16th to the 20th April. 

The hon. Member for Rupununi 
(Mr. Melville) has been granted leave 
for today and tomorrow. 

The hon. Member for La Peni­
tence-Lodge (Mr. Merriman) is in Esse­
quibo, and has not been able, through 
lack of conveyance, to be here at the 
moment. He has telephoned to say that 
he expects to be with us this afternoon. 

LETTERS OF APOLOGY FROM THE 
DAILY CHRONICLE 

I am in receipt of a letter from the 
General Manager of the Daily Chroni­
cle conveying an apology for the article 
appearing in the newspaper on Friday, 
13th April, challenging the Speaker's 
ruling. Hon. Members will recall that 
I had called upon that newspaper to 
make an apology in the next issue. The 
apology was duly published in the issue 
of Saturday, 14th April, and the follow­
in a letter has been addressed to the 0 

Speaker: 

"14th April, 1962. 

Dear Sir, 
We should like to refer to an article 

published on page 4 of the Chronicle on 
April 13, entitled "Budget Debate". 

We understand now that the motives 
for publishing this article are capable ot 
being misconstrued. 

We wish to say that we have the 
hip:hest regard for the manner in which 
you have carried our the onerous duty of 
Speaker of the House of Assembly,_ with 
absolute impartiality and the maximum 
of dignity. \Ve wish to express therefor�, 

oor sincere apology fo1 any uffence which 

we may have given anct regret any 
embarrassment which we may have 
caused. 

We should appreciate it if you would 
convey to the Honourable Members of 
the House our apologies and assure them 
that we had no intention ot infringing 
their rights and privileges or the rights 
and privileges of the House. 

Yours sincerely, 
THE DAILY CHRONICLE LTD. 

( sgd.) C. A. Nascimento 
General Manager (actg.)" 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
PURCHASE AND SALE OF LAND 

BY D'AGUIAR BROS. LTD. 

Mr. d'AgHiar (Georgetown Cen-
tral): Mr. Speaker, at last sitting of 
the Assembly on the 13th April, the 
hon. Minister of Finance said that--

Mr. Sneaker: The first step is to 
seek the permission of the Chair. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I thought I bad 
been granted that permission. 1:fay l 
have the permission of the Charr to 
make a personal explanation regarding 
the statement made by the hon. Minister 
of Finance concerning me at the last sit­
ting of the Assembly? 

Mr. Speaker : Permission is gran­
ted. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: The hon. Minister 
of Finance made the following statement 
on the 13th April, 1962, and I will 
quote from an extract from the Han­
sard report: 

" ... I have here an extract from the 
records at the Deeds Registry. It refers 
to the purchase, on the 14th April, 1956, 
by Messrs. d'Aguiq_t: Brothers, Ltd. of 
6.9 acres of land on Lots A and B, 
Rnimveldt for the sum of $27,500, that is 
$4.515 per acre. On the same day, not 
6.9 acres but 4.3 acres of that land were 
sold to a Company called Bank Breweries, 
Ltd. for not $27,500, the purchase price 
of the much larger area, but $40,000" 
for. 

The implication behind this is obvious, 
and I would like to make a full ex-
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[MR. d'AGUIARl 
planation of what took p lace. First of 
all. d'Aguiar Brothers, Ltd. had been 
endeavouring to purchase land i n  order 
to construct a rum bond since 1950. 
They had made a deal to purchase a 
site in High Street. This was sold for 
$120,000. In 1955. in January or 
February, an agreement was made with 
Messrs. Sandbach Parker & Co. Ltd. to 
sell to Messrs. d' Aguiar Brothers. Ltd. 
for the purpose of establishing a r um 
bond, having regard to the fact that they 
buy exclusively from Messrs. Sandbach 
Parker & Co. Ltd. the land at Ruim­
veldt at the cost of $5,000 per acre. It 
was agreed that about 1 ½ acres would 
be sold at that price. 

Later in the same year, that is, in 
1955. the Bank Breweries Company was 
beginning to be formulated and the pro­
spectus was not issued until September, 
1955. Before i t  was issued. Messrs. 
d'Aguiar Brothers & Co. Ltd. went to 
Messrs. Sandbach Parker & Co.. Ltd. 
and asked them to be good eno�gh to 
sell a larger piece of land at the same 
price of $5,000 an acre in  order to in­
clude the Bank Breweries. They agreed 
to do so, and Messrs. d'Aguiar Broth­
ers, Ltd.· made the initia( deposits · as 
early as May. 1955. and acquired a piece 
of land which had not yet been sur­
veyed, but was estimated to be 6 acres 
and would cost $30,000. When Bank 
Breweries, Ltd. was formed, Messrs. 
d' Aguiar Brothers, Ltd. had already 
started 1eve11ing and preparing the land. 
The ]and was crisscrossed with ponds 
and trenches, and it was estimated that 
it \vould take 5.000 loads of earth to 
fill them at a cost of $20,000. When 
the prospectus was issued, the agree­
ment had already been made with 
Messrs. d' Aguiar Brothers, Ltd. 
8.15 p.m. 

Mr. Jagan (Suddie): On a point 
order. Your Honour, I do not see how 
the hon. Member can raise, as a per­
sonal explanation, something that refers 

to d' Aguiar Brothers Limited-a com­
pany. "Personal explanation", I take it, 
would refer to an individual as someth� 
affects him himself, but not to a com: 
pany of which he may be a Director. 

Mr .. Speaker: Let us not be split­
ting hairs over a matter like this. Hon. 
Members of the House know fully well 
that whenever they speak about 
"d'Aguiar Brothers Limited'', the hand 
is always pointed to the hon. Member 
for Georgetown Central. How are you 
now going to divide the responsibility of 
the hon. Member for Georgetown Cen­
tral from the actions of d'Aguiar 
Brothers Limited, of which, as you all 
know, he is the principal shareholder? 

As Speaker, I rule that the hon. 
Member is making a personal explana­
tion. The day that hon. Members would 
wish to rule this House themselves, the 
position is simple. I am here because 
you want me. TI1e day that Members 
do not wish me, 1 will not foist myself 
upon them. 

Mr. Jagan: My contention is-­

Mr$ Speaker: I have ruled, and 
the position now is for the hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown Central to continue. 
I am not permitting any further inter­
ruption. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: For the benefit ot
the House, I am th.e Chainnan and 
Managing Director of d' Aguiar Brothers 
Limited, and the hon. Minister of Fin­
ance referred ito "Messrs. d'Aguia·r 
Brothers" while looking at me. 

Then, if J may continue, on the 
5th May. d'Aguiar Brothers made a 
deposit, and it was agreed that when 
the company was formed they would 
�el l  three-quarters of the land, amount­
mg to 4�6 acres, for $40,000; that 
they would undertake to  do all the 
filling which had already started, and 
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that they would hand it over to the 
13rewery in a condition ready for build-

-.og. That was done and, in fact, the 
total amount of land when it was sur­
veyed-and the survey was made on the 
10th August, 1955-turned out to be 
5�1:i acres costing $27,500. 

Although 4.22 acres were ear­
marked for the Brewery, and 1.5 re­
tained by d' Aguiar Brothers Limited. 
the tota] cost of the filling came up to 
$9,971. So in fact, when the 
transaction was completed, d' Aguiar 
Brothers did make a profit of $3,028.14 
and they did retain 1.5 acres. Thait was 
explained to the Directors of the com­
pany at a meeting held as early as 
possible after its formation. In fact, it 
was at the very second meeting of the 
Directors held on 16th September, 1955, 
and it is stated, if I may quote from the 
Minutes of that meeting, as follows: 

"The Directors thanked the Chair­
man for his thorough explanations and 
werd fully satisfied that the contract made 
for the purchase of the land for $40,000 
levelled and filled in, was in the best 
interest of Bank Breweries Limited." 

If I may further state, the com­
pany, Bank Breweries Limited, has just 
recently bought the adjoining piece of 
land and it paid Sandbach Parker 
Limited $21,000 per acre, whereas when 
it was acquired by d' Aguiar Brothers 
Limited and sold to the Brewery, 
levelled, it cost only $9,000 per acre. 
Recently, the company paid $21,000 
per acre for the adjoining land which is 
unprepared. 

Mr. Speaker: But that has nothing 
to do with the question in point. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

APPROPRIATION BILL -
BUDGET DEBATE 

Mr. Speaker: The House now goes 
into Committee of Supply for the pur­
pose of considering the 1962 Estimates 

which were presented to the Legislature. 
Hon. Members, may I report that the 
Business Sub-Committee, which had its 
meeting here on the 31st January, 1962, 
resolved to recommend -

"that a maximum of seven days should 
be allotted for discussion of the Bill in 
Committee of Supply but that if the ques­
tion on the second reading of the Bill is 
determined before the last day allotted 
(February 16), the day or days thm 
saved should be added to the days 
allotted for consideration of the Bill in 
Committee of Supply." 

As you know, we took the full five 
days in the Second Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill. Therefore, we have 
no time left for adding to the seven 
days. So, starting today, we have seven 
sitting days as the maximum allotted for 
consideration of the Estimates in Com­
mittee of Supply. Hon. Members, I am 
sure, have checked their Standing 
Orders to see the procedure which we 
shall follow in the Committee of Supply. 
It is laid down in Standing Orders 66 
and 67, so we shall bear these in mind 
as we proceed. 

Hon. Members will have received 
a cyclostyled document in four pages 
and a little more which are proposals 
by the hon. Minister of Finance for 
"move-ins" to the Recurrent Estimates. 
In accordance with the Standing Orders, 
any proposals of this nature have to 
stand on the Table of the House for at 
least one day, so that if we reach any 
of the Heads concemed, they cannot be 
considered today but will be deferred to 
tomorro_w. 

Mr. Burnham (Ruimveldt) : On a 
point of order. As I understand Stand­
ing Order 67 ( 1), we cannot look at 
them until Wednesday. "One clear 
day" means excluding the day on which 
you start and the day on which you end. 
Therefore, it would be Wednesday. I 
think the hon. the Attorney-General 
(Dr. Ramsahoye) will agree with me 
that one clear day from today will be 
Wednesday. 
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The ,\ttmm:J'-G(�neral (Dr. Ram­
_;ahoye) : The day ti1<.)' \Ye1.·e pr.:scnH�d 
c;;J1fWt ix.' coun1...;d. so my hoil. and 
learned friend \NOuid be right. Tfr�:y 
cannot be cons:dercd until V\t'edrn::.:;day. 

:.Hr. �5urnhaffi; l was about :.o mo..-�: 
rhc su.;pensi:)c of Standini: Onh::r C7 { i l 
to a11o� us �o ;Jrciceed �ith then-1 ��nd 
a1i,o to allo\v th;:: Opposition to move 
,1rz-ii::•i1tJI1;,.��:�·ts t>.7 �;��t.:rr·1ct.1,:.1.s. . J 
I was offering a quid pro quo. 

r\h'. Sixc:.J.;t:�·; i think w�: :-;houJ.J 
ra�hcr stick to what is .in :,he Standing 
Order. I do not think there win be anv 
trcmcndaus dc1av h:iving one dear dav.
ixca:,.,c w S,) !1,,7r:y H .. �:H�;�; 
\VG can ckal with ;mtead of dcafa;g with 
those particular one:-.. So we wili"move 
on. 

If hon. Memb:..:rs will get out their 
Estimatcs--,-

Mr. Bnmham: On a point of order. 
The Mac� 1s stilJ on the Table. 
l_u..1ughter.] 

Mr. Speaker Yrs. Thank you. 
I The Marshal removed the Mace from 
the Table.] We a.re in Committee. 

Assernb!y fn Committee of Supply. 

DRAFT ESTUViATES 196.2 

Head I •-- Governor •- def erred. 

Head 2 - Governor's Offce -
$52 ,492 -- aRreed to and ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

Head 3 -- Volunteer Force -
$1J7.306 -- af!,reed to and ordered to 
stan<l pan of tJze Schedule. 

Head 4 -·- Suprerne Court <5' Deeds 
Reg:stry •- def erred. 

MAGISTRATES 

Head 5 --- Magistrates 
$437,470. 

Mr. Burnham : For a number of 
years. as far back as 1957/1958, the 
attemion of the Government has bee, 
drawn to the fact that the accommoda­
tion of the Magistrates Office in Gt:orgc­
town is inadequate, palpably inade-­
quate, what wiih the Magistrates· Clerk:, 
being housed in part 01· that buiJd;ng: 
then the CoJJecting Officer and his stafi 
and the Head Bailiff and his staff. But 
in spite of these observations that havf 
been made since 1958, there has been 
no obvious improvement. 

A part from the question of accom­
modation there, the housing of some of 
these Magistrates Courts leaves ,a great 
deal to be desired. I remcmbt�r, in 
l 958, I directed the attention of the
Govcrnnwnt to t111.:· Sist�rs Court c;i the
\Vest Bank D..:'mcnra River where. vcn
frec1ucnav duriru! cc,urL flies frqm th;�,- ·-

Pounds tormcm�:d 1rw wrng1stn1lt:. tnc
litigants �md counsel. Apart L·om thaL.
it is a task similar to that performed by
those who fit sardines into tins to get a
·.vitncss into the witness b:1x at :.h;n
pJ rticular court.

The whok thing, I :-:,ubrniL is no. 
conducive to the proper adminisl.ration 
of justice. lt mw;t teil ,.·;n the 'i.crn1..x!r of 
1·1··,c,: 1"vf•-.(�;s�1·at,·' a11d th,, •r•1"oc»· ;,,r · 1 l] 
,.,_ J__ � .-.(.7,�.,_;J ,. 'i-- '\,,., t., .. ,.. \."--' l j t. ._. J _J •• , ,,. 

conccrn:.:d. and apart from that. there i� 
the question of that absence of digni1y 
without which I feel it is imp()ssible to 
administer justice properiy. We have bad 
this brous�ht to the attention of this Gov­
ernment over and over again and up to 
now, Wt: have not had any improvement. 
The only thing that has happened since 
\.VC first raised this question in !9'.'8, ii 
l am correct is the ·bmi(Ene. oi nc\v
Mae-istrat:�·s Court at New ·Amsterdam,
Apa

1

rt from that. th�: conditions of
acc.:ommodation r.::main most disgus:ing.

2 .30 r'.n:. 

11rc ;.�1nish.�r of tlorks Mld 
Hydraulics (Mr. Ram Knrran): Gov-­
ernment cannot agree with. the hon. 

• 

.. 
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Member more. I was in the Magis­
trate's Court this morning and I saw the 
conditions under which the Magistrates 
'vtork. Very shortly Government will be 
in a position to build a Magistrate's 
Court, a building to accommodate seven 
courts in Georgetown. There will also 
be an extension of the Victoria Law 
Courts which will provide added accom­
modation for the Courts, and fo1'.' the 
Department of Lands and Mines, and I 
think that will bring about an easing of 
the congestion in Georgetown. 

Mr. Burnham : I appreciate the 
answer of the Minister so far as the 
Georgetown courts are concerned, but I

am still to hear from him about the other 
courts to which I have referred, especi­
ally the Sister's court, which is a mos� 
wretched place. I think it is not many 
months ago when the Attorney-General, 
as a member of :the legal profession, 
visited that court, and I am sure he _will 
agree with me. I do not think there is 
any difference between o r aesthetic 
sense. I would ask the Minister to be a 
Jittle fuller so that we can hear of the 
general policy with respect to the 
;i.ccommodation of Magistrates' courts 
and their staffs. 

I would also hope that the Minister 
of Finance will be in a position to explai� 
to us how it is that we still have the posts 
of bailiff-interpreters when I think there 
had been a recommendatio which was 
accepted by the Government, to ass;mi­
late :those posts into the normal Clerical 
Service. 

The inister of Fina �p (Dr. 
Jacob) : Three of the bailiff-inter­
preters have become clerk-interpreters. 

Mr. Burnham: What is the 
meaning of the statement that three of 
the six bailiff-interpreters have become 
clerk-interpreters? I recall a sta ement 
made in this Chamber early in 1961 by 
the then Financial Secret,uy, to the effect 
that there had been a recommendation, 

which was accepted by the Government, 
that the bailiff-interpreters be assimi• 
lated into the Clerical Service-not put 
into the special category of clerk-inter­
preters. It was admitted at that tim.e 
that there was no need for interpreters 
fJer se, and that these bailiff-interpreters 
who for years have been acting as mem­
bers of the established Clerical Service, 
would be assimilated into the Clerical 
Service at the appropriate points. It 
was not a question of creating a new 
category of clLr :-interpreters, but of 
bringing the bailiff-interpreters into the 
established Clerical Service. On that 
point I have the support of the then 
Minister of Labour, Health and Housing 
(Mrs. Jagan) whose absence from the 
House robs it of feminine adornment. 

Dr. Jacob : ~ y information is that 
the bailiff-interpreters have been re· 
clas�ified as clerk-interpreters on the re­
commendatior1 qf the Magistrates. 

Mr. Burnham: 1 will not be too 
harsh with the MinisJer of Finance who 
is newer to thi� House than I am, and 
he is very new to his post, but I would 
like to say that the recommendation of 
the Magis-trates on this question, which 
was .accepted by the Financial Secretary 
at that time, was to the effect that the 
bailiff-interoreters should be assimilated 
into the Clerical Service, and not made 
clerk-'nteroreters. So I am pretty sure 
that the Finance Minister's information 
i� inaccurate. 

Mr. am Ka a : I propose to find 
out in detail what is the position with 
resnect to the Sisters court and other 
courts outside of Georgetown, and wil1 
inform the hon. Member at a later stage. 

Mr. ltnmh�m. : Mv mother used to 
say tha-t "the soft word turneth away 
wrath.'' But the Minister is not going 
to tum awav mv wrath on this q• estion 
because he is not new to the House or 
to his Minjs+

ry, and he knows that this 
question of the Magistrates' courts has 



1613 Appropriation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 1614 

(MR BURNHAM] 

been raised consistently from 1958. 
When we accuse this Government of 
being incompetent we are accused of 
being insulting to Government but isn't 
it incompetence or callousness when a 
Minister. after four vears. cannot dis­
cover what is the true position with re-
2ard to Sisters Court and other Courts? 
�If he cannot discover it by now, .then 
there is incompet.:nce in high pl.aces. 

Head 5. Magistrates--$437,470-•­
aRreed to and ordered to stand part of 
the Schedule. 

LEGISLATlJRE 

Head 6, Legislaiure---$59.442. 

Sub-head 6 -- Remuneration for 
Ministerial Private Secretaries, $12.,984. 

Mr. Correia (Mazaruni-Potaro): 
Who are these Ministerial Private Secre­
taries? 

Dr. Jae1h: They are persons em­
ployed in the Ministerial Building as 
Private Secretaries to the Ministers. 
Another is Private Secretary to the 
Premier. 

Mr. Bissember (Campbd!vilJe): I 
would like to know how many Minis­
terial Private Secretaries there are, and 
what Ministries they serve. 

Dr. Jacob: The Premier has one 
Private Secretary. In the Ministerial 
Building there are two other Private 
Secretar1es who serve .. all of the other 
Ministries. 

Mr. Burnham I have no ob-
jection to the Premier having a Priv­
ate Secrctarv 10 himself, because I a.f.!rec 
thaT his dmi\:::, ,ire onerous. I a1?re1: that 
his position is one of dignity. and th;:n he 
must have a little more kudos, but what 

I object to is that while the Premier's 
Private Secretary, an importee, gets 
$720, the two local Private Secretaries 
get a· mlserly salary of $ 100 per monttt .. 
What discrimination! Is this the sort of 
thing we are going to have from a na­
t ionalist and socialist Government? 
Government cannot tell me that because 
the Premier's Private Secretary is a soli­
citor he must get $�20 and extras to 
bring his emoluments up to $882. He 
is not employed qua solicitor but qua 
Private Secretary, and if you are find­
ing jobs for the boys you should not 
discriminate. 

Dr. Ja,oob: The hon. Member said 
that the Premier was the most import­
ant Minister, and since the duties per­
formed by the Private Secretary to the 
Premier are more onerous than those 
performed by the other Ministerktl 
Private Secretaries, it does not seem to 
be wrong to pay the Premier's Private 
Secretary a higher salary than that paid 
to the other Private Secretaries. 

Mr. Burnham: Never have I heard 
so spurious an argument. Le,t us con­
sider it--one Private Secretary to one 
Premier, two Private Secretaries to 
eight Ministers. It means that one Priv­
ate Secretarv is worth 8.82 times one of 
the other P·rivate Secretaries. "What sor,t 
of socialism is this? The Premier's 
Private Secretary i s  actuaUy getting 
more than the Attorney-General w}lo 
gets $840, while a little solicitor from 

Trinidad gets over $882. The Attornev· 
General ·is the head of the 1e!!a1 pro­
fession. 

Question put that Head 6--Legis­
lature·. $59.442,-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

The A ssemb!y di vided: 

Ayes 13, Noes 11 as follows: 
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Ayes 

�r. Lall 
Mr. Jagan 

Mr. Hamid 
J\, r. Downer 
Mr. Robertson 
Mr. Mann 
Mr. Wilson 
Dr. Ramsahoye 
Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Chandisingh 
Mr. Ram Karr an 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan-13. 

Noes 

Mr. Cheeks 
Mr. d'Aguiar 
Mr. Wharton 
Mr. Jordan 
Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Hugh 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Bissember 
Mr. Correia 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr. Burnham-11. 

Head passed at $59,442. 

2.45 p.m. 

Heads 7 and 8 deferred. 

AGRICULTURE 

Head 9. Agriculture- $2,130,193 

Mr. Burnham: This Head re­
presents an increase of several thousand 
dollars over last year's expenditure. On 
a careful perusal of the Head I see that, 
in the ;majority of cases, this increase is 
due to increments. This increase is 
$44,000. 

The Chairman: If you look at 
page 18 you will see the comparison 
between 1961 and this year. Your fig­
ures are incorrect. 

Mr. Burnham : I thank you for 
drawing my attention to that. A re­

mark has been made this year on the 
Second Reading of the Bill-I did not 
hear the hon. Minister, under whose 
portfolio agriculture falls, deny the ac-

curacy of it-that in many of the river­
rain agricultural areas the services of 
agricultural instructors and officers are 
not available to the people. 

As . a matter of fact, I recall that, 
some time last year when I was in Ber­
bice, the farmers complained that they 
had not seen an agricultural officer for 
eighteen months. It is not that the 
ag:ricultnral officers are lazy, but it 
seems to me that it a question of 
agricultural officers having areas that 
are too large for them to supervise pro-

perly and their assistance is thereby im­
paired. I wonder whether the Govern­
ment will .tell us what is proposed to be 
done in this matter? Is it proposed to 
i�crease the nu,mber of agricultural of­
ficers with a view to assisting more 
people in these areas? 

Unless ,the Government is going to 
concentrate exclusively on the growing 
of rice-I have reason to believe that it 
will not undertake exclusively the grow­
ing of rice-the advice and service of 

our agricultural officers will be urgently 
needed in other areas. I wonder whether 
the Members of this Government will 
tell us what they propose to do to re­
medy this very difficult situation? 

The Minister of Natural Resources 

(Mr. Benn): Subject to the availability 
of funds, this Government is doing its 
best to make available agricultural of­
ficrrs and instructors for all areas in this 
country. In the Berbice River, parti­
cularly, the agricultural officer, who is 
stationed at Mara, uses the dispenser's 
boat to make regular visits on the river. 

ro funds have yet been made available 
,to provide a boat for the agricultural of­
ficers on the Berbice River. 

The agricultural officer on the 
Ess:;quibo Islands District is using the 
District Commissioner's boat, because 
the boat used by the agricultural officer 
is undergoing repairs. The Govern­
mer:t intends to build a house and 
station agricultural officers up the Ber­
bic: River. At present regular visits 
are made by the agricultural officers on 
the Berbice River. The Government 
is not concentrating exclusively on the 
growing of rice. �The Government is 
presently paying bonuses to farmers who 
are prepared to plant cocoa, coconuts. 
other green veget-ables and rear beef. 
The Government is giving planting 
material such as citrus to farmers in the 
var:ous parts of the countrv. This 
Government is the only Government 
which has taken positive action on the 
diversification of agriculture. 
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Mr. Burnham; I do not propose 
to fight the hon. Minister of Na.tur�l 
Resources literally, if he says that this 
Government is ··presently"-presently 
does not mean at the present time, but 
at some time in the future--paying 
bonuses to people wli,o grow coconuts 
and other green vegetables. I presume 
he means that at the present moment 
Government is giving bonuses to people 
who grow coconuts and other green 
vegetables. It is not s�ff:cicnt t�) say 
that Govc-rnment is gomg to bmld a 
house in the Berbicc River for ,1gricul­
tural officers so thE.t regular visits may 
be made. The no int 1s: Does the 
Government prop�ose to have more 
acrricultural officers s·) that thtir advice 
a;d assistance can be made available to 
the people? 

As J see it, from my knowledge. 
the aoricultural officer stationed at Mara 
can s�rvc more people if he is given the 
necessary tramnort facilities, but one 
cannot expect him to cover the area 
effectivelv , in the abs�nce of proper 
transport;ition. l am not intcr'.�r..:ted. inknowing wl1ethcr Government is  gomg 
to build a house further np the Berbic·:> 
River. I am inkri:?sted in finding out 
whether Government is going to spend 
money in subsidizing other crops. 

I am not going to accuse the 
Members d thi Govc'rnment of spending 
moncv exc1usiv.;.�1v on rice. bec,rnse I 
have "al rc,idy said. that they have learnt 
some wisdom in !his matter. 1f they an:: 
,wing to subsidizt.' crops and give 
bon�ses. then they �hauld have more 
�H!ricultural officers avai1ah1c for givins.r 
advice. A11 we have heard from the 
hon. Minister is that Government 
propose-; to bnild a house on the Berbice 
River and that the agrjculturn! officer in 
the Essequibo Islands has to  use the 
District Commissioner's boat. T did not 
expect to hear that. 

If the hon. Minister of Natural Re­
sources feels that more r1_QTicultun1.l 
officers are necessary to do the work, 

then be should h,.l\',.:, instruct('.d his Pc:•· 
mancnt Sc:crdary to provid(: for them ,n 
,-h·•I· ,,i: 1 ,-,.,1 ,, 1 wonder \vhether the: ,i., ,\,..: , _..r,,}l! .. �;.t.'J..\..·� t � ., , , 

,.., hon. 1\Unistcr wiil tdl us what prepara: ,. 
tions 1his (iov�rnment is making to 
prcvl.'.nt a s.: riow.: n.:curr..:ncc.:: of: foot­
and-rnouth l.:isl:Usl'? 

Mr. Benn: The Government has 
in trnii,:ng om: dozen persons who hope 
to become agricultural instructors, or 
agricuhural field a�sist:Jn!s. T�ese 
officers are to be stat10ned m various 
parts of the country .. ·i h-.::·1.• has. been a
considerable expansion m agncultural 
development over the past few years, and 
the Government has tried 10 make avail­
t1ble the services of as m:rny a:.1ricuitural 
officers and agricultural assistants as are 
at its disposal. 

With regard to foot-:tnd-m<F.dl 
(Jise:1se� th::.'" ;},?ticti]tur:.11 t)fficcrs !I�i 1/(·: l;:;,�:�rr 
inoculating a�1imals. ·?ut it is �xtr::mdy
t:i;iicul• to 11:�ht th1:; tpyc 1,r dise?s<.�. 
The Government has had the assistmcc 
of experts from Argentine and Brazil i.n 
this rnatti.::r. hvcstigatinns an.' now 
being undertaken to determine what can 
he done to p1�event a rccurrenc ? or \?: ·· 
and-month disease. In 1he ::w:)n,•··in · 
the Rnnununi has been divided •·-··- N0ith 
from South ----- i n  order to prev1.::nt the 
movement of animals from pface tn pbcc 
:ind sprcr1cling the disease. 

Mr. Kendall: (New A.msterdam): 
r heard the hon. Minister sav that in 
his Gov::riimenfs attempt tn � diversify 
agriculture, it is givinq: a bonus to far­
mers to cncoura-gc the cultivation of 
cocoa. T do not know whether th1s 
Government is aware that the firm that 
introdvccd the r�xnamiPn of cocri:l culti 
vation in  British Gu�ana in  its attempt to 
make it a nr1ying crop has discontinued 
its operaticr. f fnterrupt;on.l I do 
not know wh;;:-ther the Govemment will 
still continue to encourage the culti­
vation of cocoa by givinfr bmmses. 

I wou]d like to find out from the 
hon. Minister whe.ther it is true that 
certain folly-trained agricultural officers 



f619 Appropriation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 162d 

are somewhat frustrated , because they 
are not given an opportunity to make the 
ullest use of their agricultural knowledge 

with a view to helping the people of this 
country? 

Mr. Benn : If the hon. Member 
knows about the frustration of agricultu­
ral officers-he has not been specific­
he can pass on specific information to my 
Ministry, and we will be able to reply to 
his statement. 

On the ,question of cocoa, the Gov­
ernment is aware that ithere will be op­
portunities for the sale of this product 
despite the market and world trends. 

On the question of paying bonuses, 
the Government is quite satisfied that 
the bonuses now being paid to persons 
who are going in for cocoa production 
are satisfactory. The Agricultural De­
partment is now . undertaking a further 
examination or tbe bonus scnemes. 

Mr. Kendall : The hon. Minister 
has asked me to be more specific. I 
know that the Agricultural Of-icer in 
Berbice was trained in the United King­
dom, and from his discussion with me 
he seems to be somewhat frustrated be­
cause his knowledge is not being used 
as he expected it would have been used. 
He is merely doing things which an or­
dinary clerk should do. 

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member has 
given us no further information. 

The Ch�irman: I do not think we 
should encourage specific statements of 
this nature when we are referring to c:vil 
servants. Civil servants have nobody 
in this House to reply on their behalf 
when charges are made against them. In 
the circumstances, civil servants mus,t be 
protected by the Chair. If there are no 
more details to be given, then the Deputy 
Speak.er can speak with the hon. Minister 

outside of this Chamber and give him the 
necessary information, but not in the 
hearing of the public. 
3 p.m. 

Mr. Kendall: I · agree with you, 
Mr. Chairman. l :think the observation 
was made a few days ago and the 
Minister was present. 

Subhead 19 - Artificial Inse­
mination Service. 

Mr. Jordan: I would like to ask 
why the Government is spending_ less on 
the Artificial Insemination · Service . than 
on the fishing industry. 

Mr. Benn: I am advised that the 
services have been organized to give 
more production at less cost. 

Mr. Hugh · (Georgetown Bo u t  h): 
While I appreciate the answer _of the hon. 
Minister on the question of foot-and­
mouth disease, I do not agree that the 
control of animal diseases in this coun­
try · is going to be as · effective as it 
should be by the mere enlarge,ment of 
the staff. 

The Chairman: I will permit the 
hon. ·M�mber, as he is new, ,to speak on 
this now, but we have already passed 
that. The position is this: in discussion 
in Committee of Supply, the general 
question is co�sidered, and if a particular 
section of it is raised we must finish that 
before we g·o · on to another· section. If 
another hon. Member tries to pass on to 
another Subhead and a Member wishes 
to continue discussioris on a Subhead 
raised he must draw the attention of the 
Chair to it. We cannot proceed backwards 
and forwards as though we are playing 
a game. When we have passed some­
thing, we have passed it;· but I will per­
mit the hon. Member to continue on 
:this occasion. 

Mr. Hugh: I notice an increase 
on Subhead 5: L�boratories and Equip­
ment-Maintenance, ·and I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister what steps 
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are being taken to set up proper labora­
tory facilities here to identify with some 
accuracy diseases in the poultry , :·id 
livestock industries. 

Mr. Benn: I am sorry the hon. 
Member does not know the country. Ii 
he pays a visit to the Mon Rcpos Agri­
cultural Station, he will see a brand new 
laboratory there. All that remains tD 
be done is for electricity to be installed. 
In the meanwhile. the laboratory and 
equipment have been housed in � certain 
staff quarters at the Mon Repos Agri­
cultural Station. If the hon. Member 
reads Thunder he will see what is be:ng 
done. 

The Chairrr;.an: Are the hon. 
Members given the opportunity of seemg 
what is done? 

Mr$ Hugh: That answer is not 
satisfactory, and, furthermore! there is 
no vote for staff. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I wish to refer to 
cattle farmers, if I am in order, Mr. 
Chairman. Cattle fanners in certain areas 
have been severely hit by the foot-a:nd­
mouth disease. It must be admitted, 
and I am sure the Government wili 
admit, that they contribute just as much 
to the e<:onomy of the country in the 
supply of vital materia1s, such as protein, 
as any rice fanner. 

It is easy for rice farmers to get 
loans, but the cattle farmers who have 
been hit by the foot-and-mouth discas..: 
to the point where they have had to close 
down sales, are now in the position where 
they cannot continue employing cattle­
hands. They have, I believe, been 
promised loans by the Government, at 
least up to the amount of the sales they 
made through Government before the 
disease hit them. I would ask the hon. 
Minister if he would indicate whether or 

not these promises are being fulfilled, 

and if so. when would the cattle farmers 
have the· opportunity of getting the 
promised loans. 

:Mr. Benn : The Government has 
under consideration the question oJ 
providing, by way of loans, some 
relief to the cattle farmers in the Rupu­
n uni - as that is the only place affected 
- who have suffered as a result of the
outbreak of the foot and mouth disease.
As soon as a decision on this matter has
been taken by the Government, the
cattle farmers in the Rupununi will be
told about it. They have written to me
and the hon. Member for Rupununi (Mr.
Melville) has taken up this matter, and
I had undertaken to see that these Joans
are supplied as soon as the Government
is able to come to a decision on the
manner jn which the loans are to be
made� how they are to be repaid and
other matters connected with them.

Mr. d' Aguiar: This a matter of 
extreme urgency. The foot-and-mouth 
disease hit the Rupununi some time ago 
- I cannot remember exactly when, but
it was some months ago. Meanwhile.
the farmers are in absolutely desperate
straits, and the ca,ttlc-h::mds are unable
to get employment. There is despera­
tion up there because the only source
of income was from the cattle. So I
would like to ask the hon. Minister if
he would expedite consideration of this
question of granting loans.

Mr. Benn: The Government appre­
ciates the urgencv of the situation, and 
the matter will be expedited. 

PRODUCTION OF PURE STRAIN

SEED PADDY 

Mr. Correia ( Mazaruni-Poitaro). 
Will the hon. Minister tell us why such 
a big increase on Subhead 9---Produc•­
tion of Pure Strain Seed Paddy? There 
is an increase of $46,000 over I96L I 
notice in the Estimates of Revenue. 
the Government expects to collect 
$130,000, and in 1961, i t  collected 



1623 Appropriation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 1624 

$125,000 in revenue from seed padi. 
Is not $130,000 an underestimate of 
<lie amount that will be collected in 
view of the increase of $46,000 for 
producing padi ? 

Mr. Benn: The amount is not 
underestimated. It has been based on 
Government's experience in past years. 
A man may have over 200 acres of 
land under rice, but only 106 acres 
under pure line seed padi. That shows 
the great need for planting more land 
with pure line seed. We have ito get 
about 190,000 acres of land put under 
proper padi. However, Government is 
working towards reducing the amount of 
assistance given. This is certainly a 
loan because it is repaid. This is sold 
for cash to the farmers, but there is the 
usual waste and all that that entails. The 
Government is encouraging farmers to 
put small portions of their own land un­
der pure line seed so that they can 
supply themselves. 

Mr. Correia: That is not so. 

Mr. Benn: On a point of order. I 
do not know what the hon. Member 
means by "that is not so". 

The Chairman: The hon. Minister 
has made a statement, and the hon. 
Member gets up and says "that is not 
so:'. In other words, the inference is 
clear that the hon. Minister has endea­
voured to mislead 1the House. I do not 
think that that is the way in which it 
should be put. Perhaps, the hon. Mem­
ber thinks that you may have something 
else to say. 

Mr. Correia: The hon. Minister 
said that the money is a loan-

The Chairman: I think he corrected 
that. He said "loan" at first, but then he 
realized it was not a loan and said that 
while the amount is expended, it is re­
covered, in part, from sales. 

Mr. Correia: In part! But what 
part? In 1961, $210,000 was estimated 
for the same item and the Government 

recovered revenue of $125,000 - a 
difference of $85,000 which went down 
the drain. Nobody paid for that. 

Mr. Benn: The year overlapses 
with the distribution of the seed and 
sometimes there is the usual waste as a 
result of bad germination and so on, 
and it is necessary to give the farmers 
more seed for the money which they 
have paid. 

Mr. Correia: Does that go on from 
year to year? If the hon. Minister would 
look back he would see it is the same 
proportion from year to year. 

The Chainna.n: I am not defend­
ing the Government or anyone, but I 
would say this. I think all over the 
world, as hon. Members must know, 
where production for seed purposes 
obtains, it costs more than you recover 
from the farmers. If you are to re­
cover everything from the farmers, then 
it will be said that the cost is very high. 

Mr. Correia: I would accept that 
from the hon. Minister if he would tell 
us, and not try to beat about the bush. 

Mr. Benn: I do not know what 
the hon. Member means by "beating 
about the bush". I do not know what 
he knows about pure line seed padi 
cultivation. The Government is endea­
vouring to encourage pure line seed 
padi cultivation. If the farmers do not 
plant pure line seed padi, then there will 
be a low standard of rice produced in 
the country. 

Mr. Correia: I can now agree with 
the explanation given by the hon. Min­
ister, but I challenge the difference of 
$46,000 between 1961 and 1962. If

the hon. Minister-

Mr. Benn:

bush. 
Padi is not planted in. 
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The Chairman: I thought you 
would have complimented the hon. Min­
ister for removing the bush. 

Mr. Kendall: For a long time we 
have been having pure line seed padi, 
and J understand it is producing very 
good rice. I would like to know from 
the hon. Minister if, in view of the ad­
van�ed mechanization in the reaping of 
padt� the Government has gone into any 
research for improving the stalk of the 
p]ant so that there will not be so much
padi remaining in the field after the
machines have gone through.

Mr. Benn: This is being constantly 
done at the Mon Repos Agricultural 
Station, and the Government bas an 
area of land at the Mahaicony-Abary 
Rice Development Scheme where this 
type of investigation is being carried 
out. A new strain of rice is also being 
produced to meet the standard of the 
new machines and wouJd not shatter so 
easily. 

Mr. Kendall : How soon will the 
farmers have the results of these in­
vestigations at Mon Repos so that th.ey 
may benefit? 

Mr- Benn: Investigation into new 
strains is a continuous process. Four 
new varieties will be made Gvailable to 
the farmers as a result of investigations. 
The Government continues all the time 
investigating new strains. so I cannot 
answer the question as to how soon be· 
cause I do not k now what the hon. 
Member wishes to be  supplied to the 
farmers. 

Mr. Kendall : What I am thinkim? 
about is this: within the last 15 ve:ar�: 
we have changed thri:c or four experts 

. who h:.we br;en trying to produce a type 
of padi to give good rice. l do not know 
whether the one employed on this parti­
cular exercise will l;>e encouraged to re­
main and to continue, so that farmer� 
will benefit from, the ·amount spent on 
this investigation. 

Mr. Burnham: I have a question 
to ask but it is not on rice or pure line 
seed. 

The Chairman: Therefore, if thert 
is no other question on rice or pure line 
seed, we may go on. 
3.15 p.m. 

Mr. Blair (Berbice Rive.r): l 
would like to go back to the Agricultural 
Assistants. 

The Chairman: We should not 
go back, but I will extend the same 
courtesy to vou as I did to the hon. 
Member for .. Georgetown South (Mr. 
Hugh). 

Mr. Blair: Thank you; sir. I 
would like to ask the Minister when was 
the last time the agricultural officer 
visited thi.! Bcrbice River. To my 
knowledge. and from information l re .. 
ccived, th; officer has not visited that 
district since 1959. 

Mr. Benn: That is an atrocious 
statement. The Director of Agriculture 
himself has paid a visit. 

The Chairman: Please let the hon. 
Member finish. 

Mr. Blair: I repeat that since ! 959 
l do not think the Agricultural Officer
has visited the Berbice River. I wou]d
like to know what the Minister 111eant
when he said that the Agricultural Qf.. •
ficer uses the dispenser's boat to visit the
Berbice River. I think that an officer t
of that type should have hi.s own boat
so as to be able to  visit one district after
another� instead of confining hb
attention to one or two spots on the
Berbice River. I know that no Agri-­
cultural Officer has visited the Berbicc
River within the last four years, going
from place to place and giving advice to
farmers.

Mr. Benn: I do not know what 
the hon. Member means. An Agri­
cultural Officer visits the Berbice River 
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regularly. In addition to that, the 
Director of Agriculture paid a visit to 
the Berbice River in 1960. Regular 
\ ]sits are made to the Berbice River and 
the Agricultural Officer gives regular 
advice. At present there is a scheme at 
Maria Henrietta which the Agricultural 
Officer of the Berbice River put into 
operation. The hon. Member says he 
does not know. If he does not know 
he should find out. 

Mr. Blair: I am thinking about 
regular visits ito the Berbice River to 
give advice to the farmers. I am sure 
the Minister cannot say that the officer 
visited the Berbice River in that capac­
ity within the past four years. 

Mr. Benn: Yes, he has, and I say 
that more visits would be possible if an 
officer could be stationed higher up the 
river to encourage the people to plant 
new crops. 

Mr. Burnham: However much I 
would like to accept the accuracy of the 
Minister I am not prepared to accept his 
ipse dixit. He says that the officer does 
visit regularly. On what date was his 
last visit? 

Mr. Benn: I will tell you what 
day and what minute. 

Mr. Burnham: When did he 
visit? Our information from people on 
the spot is that he has not visited since 
1960. Do not say that he visits 
regularly. 

The Chairman: Both statements 
have been made on information re­
ceived. If there. is some need for re­
conciliation that can be done outside the 
House.' At the moment I do not think 
we can get any closer. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: At an early stage 
the Minister referred to various agri­
cultural products, but he did not mention 
bananas. I am informed thait an expert 

from the United Fruit Company tested 
the soil along the Berbice, Demerara 
and Essequibo Rivers, and found it suit­
able for banana cultivation. I am also 
informed .that bananas yield a greater 
return per acre than any other crop, in­
cluding sugar cane, and it would seem 
that the development of a banana indus­
try here with a guaranteed market from 
the United Fruit Company would be the 
best means of diversifying our agri­
culture. I would like to ask the Minis­
ter what steps have been taken, if any, 
to develop a banana scheme along the 
banks of the rivers of British Guiana. 

Mr. Benn: Schemes for banana 
cultivation on the Berbice River have 
been worked out, and the Government 
is awaiting the advice of Messrs. Elders 
and Fyffes. It would not be wise to 
undertake extensive cultivation of 
bananas until there is an assured mar­
ket, and since Elders and Fyffes are in-
terested they are the people who are 
trying to find markets. The Premier 
saw the principals of the Company in 
Boston when he was there last year, and 
further word is .awaited. In the 
meanwhile he is examining the possibi­
lity of securing other markets for the 
export of bananas. 

Mr. Carte" (Werk-en-Rust) I 
assume that Government is -also con­
sidering the question of the transporta­
tion of bananas, because I believe that 
�hips with refrigeration facilities will be 
required. I read in the newspapers to­
day a statement alleged to have come 
from Mr. Jack Alli, to the effect that 
Government was investigating the •ques­
tion of refrigeration space, and that 
there had been experimental shipments 
on Saguenay ships. 

Mr. Blah·: I would like to get 
some information from the Minister as 
to Government's intention in regard to 
the banana industry of which I have 
been hearing for some time, and about 
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which I read in the newspapers this 
morning. It is very heartening to see 
that a banana industry is coming to 
realization, and f hope it wiJI materialize 
in the near future. 

There is also a question which I 
have been turning over in my mind for 
some time. I wonder whether the 
Government has any intention of allow­
ing the owners of private land to share 
in this banana industry, or whether it
will be restricted as a Government pro­
_jcct. There arc persons who own large 
areas of land and are hoping to hear 
about this industrv. whether they will 
be given an opportunity to share in it, 
:.m<l 1 am wondering whtther Govem­
ment will carrv out a soi l  survev on 
private lands so as to give the owners. 
who will grasp the opportunity to take 
part in the industry, the necessary 
advice as to the suitabiJity of the soil. 

Mr. Benn: Everybody wil1 be 
asked to co-operate in thjs venture. 
Owners of private land wiJl be asked to 
put their land under banana cultivation 
with the assistance and advice of people 
who know about iL The hon. Member 
for Werk-en-Rust (Mr. Carter) knows 
that Government officers h ave more wis­
dom than to consider the production and 
export of bananas unless there are re­
frigeration faci1itie�.. The Company 
which is interested in the production 
of bananas wm provide its own bottoms. 

.Mr. UJair: l am glad for the 
answer from the Minister but I would 
like to go a step further hy asking what 
is the fonn of assi5tance to the owners 
of land he referred to. Does he mean 
assistance in cle�ring their kmd and in 
c�rrying out soil surveys? 

Mr. Benn: Soils have already 
been surveyed, and Government will 
give an idea of tI:e assistance :vh_en the
time comes. lt 1s ·no use bmldmg up 

too much hope. People have been 
told quite a lot about the project. If 
the hon. Member is in Berbice he should 
know about it.

T11e Chairman: The hon. Mem� 
ber has been spending a Jot of time in 
this House. 

Mr. Blair: I am well aware of 
what is going on in the Berbice River, 
but what I am not aware of is whether 
any private property has been surveyed. 
I know that Crown lands have been 
surveyed, but I am asking: whether 
Government intends to give assistance in 
soH survey to the owners of private 
lands. Do I understand that private 
lands have been surveyed? 

Mr. Benn: Surveys have been 
made of all the lands on the Berbice 
River. 

Mr. Blair: Private property? 

Mr. Benn: AJI the lands. 

Mr. Burnham: I would like to 
direct the Minister's attention through 
you, Mr. Chairman. to a subject in which 
I am very much interested - fish. Of 
course I am a member of the ad hoc
Fisheries Committee. I notice that :the 
Fisheries (Inland) Officer is on second­
ment. I t  is my information that -the 
Fisheries (Marine) Officer is carrying 
on the duties of the In.land Officer. lt 
seems to me that ff emphasis is to be 
placed on increasing our fish production 
we cannot have one officer responsible 
for duties previously carried out by two. 
3.30 p.m. 

Maybe I am wrong; maybe I am 
iUogical, but I suspect that I am logical. 
The Government should certainly have 
taken steps to have the best Fis.herics 
Officer possibk to look after this matter 
-at least it could have taken a super­
numerary officer to do the work on a
temporary basis. At the same time we
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find that a great ,deal of fish is produced
in !�i� oountry, and there are no pr@per
f. cihties for storage -and marketing. Let
not the hon. Minister tell me no be­
cause his Director of Agricultur� will
h�ve to tell him tlrnt I am right. The
Director of Agriculture is still on .the
Fisheries Committee.

At one time we read Jn the news 
papers about fish being thrown away,
and at the same time people in the
country cannot get fish to eait. It seems
to me that this matter sh@uld be intelli­
gently and urgently tackled bry the
Government. It is important that
Government does something immediately
in order to provide storage, distribution
and proper refrigeration facilities. I
would like to know what the Govern­
ment is doing in this matter, because
while all of this fish is ·being thrown
away the poor people have to buy sal­
mon and sardines.

Mr. Benn: The Government
knows about the shortage of storage faci­
lities for fish, and it has plans f1or im­
proving the refrigeration faciUties at the
Marketing Centre. There is also a
plan for placing ice-boxes all over the
rural areas. One has been placed in
New Amsterdam, I understand, and one
at Bartica. The Government is proceed­
ing with its plans. The great problem
at the moment is to provide adequate
refrigeration facilities at the Marketing
Centre in Georgetown. and I can -as­
sure the hon. Member that the matter is
being intelligently tackled.

Mr. Kendall: Since the refrigera-
tion facilities have been improved in
New Amsterdam, can the hon. Minister
tel1 us what type of fish is being sent
there?

Mr. Benn: I would not be .able to
say whether Snapper, Banga Mary and
so on are being sent there. I do not
keep these things in my head, but 'l am
advised that fish is sent to New Amster-

dam. The hon. Member �ws that 
unleas he gives me a written question'
I wi'll not be able to reply and give h�
details.

Mr. Kendall: The ·hon. Minister
has advisers, and he is still unable to
answer simple questions. Banga 'Mary
can -�eep the people alive and strong,
hut 1f you send Snapper and other :tyipes

of fish there it .will be necessary to ha�e
proper refrigerati,o,n. There was a time
when the hon. Minister would .ha�e eaten
Ban.ga Mary, but not now. [Laught':er.J

Mr. Benn: There is rno fish . hort­
age in New Amsterdam. We are ex­
panding the production of fish in that
area. They can get El assar, 'f'.ilapi&, etc.

. Mr. Burnham : it .is a 'lon,g time
smce I _have not been able to get Hassar
or curned-H assar. I am very happy to
hear the hon. Minister say that the
Government has plans for proper stor­
age and refrigerntion facilities. I will be
pardoned, if I play the same old tune
witb re�pect to another Department. Be­
tween 1957-1962 the Government still
has plans! In 1957 the Government
�ad this �eriodical glut and wastage of
fish, and m 1962 the Government s,till
has plans!

Mr. BeJ1D: The hon. Meniber is
making a hue and cry over a simple mat­
ter. He knows that this Government
needs money. The Government has
been trying to raise money to provide
the necessary services for the country,
a°:d th� hon. M_ember is merely talking
with his tongue m his cheek when he re-
fers t<:> Gevernment's plans. The plans
cannot be carried ont without money.
When this Government tries to -get
money, hon. Members on the other side
do not want to ·co-operate.

Mr. Kendall: We suggested 'how
this Government could get $3½ million.
The Rice Producer's Association gets a
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considerable amount of support from the 
Government. and if Government were to 
put a cess on every bag of rice it would 
get a lot of money. 

Mr. Benn: I have tried on a 
previous occasjon to explain in my own 
way the economy of the rice industry to 
hon. Members. On another occasion 
the hon. Premier also explained it. I 
wish the hon. Member would make him­
self conversant witb. the economics of the 
rice industry before he gives bis views 
in the future. Several experts have 
written about the rice industry in thfa 
country. Miss O'Loughlin wrote abnut 
it, and the hon. Member should have 
read the report. If he will endeavour 
to read the reports he will learn a lot. 

Most of the land which has been 
put in rice over the last few years will be 
of some help to the country. Rice is 
a marginal crop, and it is true that the 
Government assists the farmers with 
drainage and irrigation. As a matter of 
fact, in the last three months 16,000 
acres of land have been distributed by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources for 
rice production, and more than 15,000 
acres of that land will be marginal land. 
The hon. Member for Abarv knows 
about the Kabawcr cattle pasture. When 
the Abary becomes flooded, the whole 
area would become a sea of water if the 
rice farmers failed to spend a lot of 
money to empolder the area. 

Mr. Burnham: I understand it, and 
i have read Miss O'Loughlin's Report 
from page to page. But, when l told 
this Hous;; in 1960 of Miss O'Loughlin's 
statement that continued expenditure on 
the rice industry can only be justified on 
social and political but not economic 
grounds, l was laughed to scorn. Mr. 
Newman also pointed out that, apart 
from the money spent directly on rice. 
a lot of money was hidden in cadastral 

surveys. We were also told that rice 
could not stand a cess. If it caooot 
stand a cess. tl1en do something else wi& 
the money. 

Mr. Benn: Hon. Members will re­
call that $8 miliion was collected from 
rice. Hon. Members may also recall a 
Budget Statement by thl! hon. Financial 
Secretary some years ago when he n:­
ferred to the ripples of the economy of 
this country when there is a good rice 
crop. If we do not have rice

i 
we do not 

have a Budget. 

Mr. Burnham: If you do not have 
rice, you do not have the P .P .P. Is the 
Government going ,to say that the rice 
producers are not prepared to make a 
contribution of 25c per bag? Perhaps 
the economic development of this country 
will show that they cannot afford it. 

Mr. Benn: An investigation of 
one area in the country shows that the 
return on the holding ·of a rice former 
brings in Jess than $3.04 per day, and 
that is the minimum wage a worker gets 
in the Government Services. 

Mr. Burnham: What we have 
got from the hon. Minister of Natural 
Resources is that the Government is 
wasting money on rice, because the poor 
rice farmer ge,t Jess than $3.04 per day. 
Scrap the programme and do not in .. 
crease rice production. if that is the 
position. Why does not the Govern­
ment spend the money in a field where 
it will get better results. io so far as the 
poor man is concerned? 

3.40 p.m. 

Mr. Benn: The Government is 
diversifying agriculture. Lt is paying 
bonuses for coconuts, citrus and other 
new crops, so that the whole agricul­
tural industry is not directed towards 
rice. The bonuses and · the continued 
diversification of agriculture should be 
the answer to the question raised by the 
hon. Member. if he has not read his 
copy of the Budget Speech. 



1635 Appropr!ation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 1636 

Mr. d' Aguiar: The hon. Minister 
of Natural Resources has said, in fact, 
that he does not have enough money to 
}µvest in saving the wastage of fish. But 
it would seem to me that the prevention 
and elimination of waste of a vital part 
of the country's economy is something 
which should have A 1 priority, and I 
would like to ask the Minister if he 
does not agree that this is so. 

Mr. Benn: There is no large waste 
as the hon. Members are trying to tell 
this House. There is some amount 
of waste, just as milk which comes from 
the rural areas sometimes spoils, but no 
large amounts of fish are thrown away. 

Mr. Burnham: I speak, I know, of 
many things, but I do not belong to that 
category of persons who know not and 
know not that they know not. The 
Director of Agriculture is sitting behind 
the Minister or the information is avail­
able somewhere and the Minister can 
get it from the Director. There is a 
tremendous amount of waste. Thous­
ands of tons of fish per annum are 
thrown away. 

Mr. Benn: That is no1t true. The 
hon. Member is misleading the House. 

Mr. Burnham: The hon. Minister 
has become an expert in euphemisms, 
but he has a penchant for inaccuracy 
when he says it is not true because I 
know that thousands of tons of fish are 
thrown away every year. I am not say­
ing everyday. 

Mr. Benn: We do not produce 
thousands of tons of fish. 

The Chairman : If the hon. Mem-
ber wishes to get the figures. then the 
correct procedure is to put a question to 
the Clerk and it will be answered in due 
course. 

Mr$ Carter: I would Ii ke to ask 
the Government whether it proposes 
taking _any steps to encourage the Food 

Manufacturers (B.G.) Ltd. by way of 
protective tariffs and things of that kind. 

The Chairman: Would not that 
arise when we are dealing with Trade 
and Industry? 

Mr. Carter: In view of the star-
vation in Cuba, I wonder whether the 
Government is .taking steps to see 
whether any market is available for om 
rice. 

The Premier: A Mi�istry official 
is likely to come here in a few days' time 
to discuss the ,question of the renewal of 
the rice agreement, and possibly, trade in 
other commodities. 

Mr. Burnham: This Agriculture 
Department is a strange department. It 
is giving me great concern. I wonder 
whether the hon. Minister of Natural Re­
sources can explain this fact. I see also 
that the hon .. Minister of Works and 
Hydraulics (Mr. Ram Karran) is 
present. Do you know that in 1960 an 
officer in the Agriculture Department 
wasted $80,000 of taxpayers' money 
building a storage bond in the Black 
Bush Polder, that has been examined by 
a contractor on my behalf - because I 
was very ·worried about this waste ot

money - and it was valued at no higher 
than $50,000? There was no approval 
from the Finance Ministry, I understand, 
and the Public Works Department was 
not called in. 

$80,000 was wasted on a storage 
bond which is not, on the best of 
estimates, worth more than $50,000. 
The columns are dangerous. The 
Director of Agriculture and his Minister 
ought to know that. How was it that 
$80,000 of taxpayers' money was thrown 
away in .the Agriculture Department to 
give one little man, a civil servant, the 
opportunity to build a storage bond for 
nearly twice the proper cost? I was 
reliably informed by a competeil!t con-
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tractor that even at the exorbitant public 
works rates, it would not have cost 
more than $50,000. 

Mr. Benn: The Department has 
no knowledge that anything is terribly 
wrong with this storage bond which was 
built departmentally as a matter of 
urgency. And it was built under the 
supervision of senior officers of tb.e 
Department. The hon. Member said 
the Ministry of Finance did not give 
approval, bu.t perhaps the Public 
Accounts Committee would have noticed 
this. 

Mr. Burnham: Is the hon. Minister 
teJHng me that his Department knows 
nothing of this? Is he telling. me that this 
building has not been examined by any 
other quantity surveyor? Is he telling me 
that? ls he teUing me that no expert 
said that the columns are dangerous, that 
the floor is unsatisfactory? ls he telling 
me all that? If he tells me aJI that and he 
means it, I accept that he is saying this 
merely out of ignorance. When I say 
"ignorance•·, I use the word "ignorance·' 
in its purest sense from the Latin fg,iorU.\' 
-·--- not knowing. So when I say "ignor­
ance". you will understand what I mean.
lf he is tdlini me that, he is telling me
from a fund of ignorance.

Mr. Benn: I do not know if the 
hon. Member is referring to a bond built 
by the co-operative society in the Black 
Bush Polder, but none of the depart­
ments has any knowledge of the matter 
of which hit is speaking. 

Mr. Burnham: ls he telling us. that 
the Director of Agriculture has n.ot had 
this brought to his attention and has not 
written a minute on it? 

Mr. Bean: He has not. 
Mt-. Burnham : I know that the 

Director of Agriculture knows, and when 
I say the Director of Agriculture knows, 

I do not mean the individual. But when 
a minute comes from a department sign­
ed "so and so for Directorn , it is the 
Director and he ought to know it. It ( 
public knowledge on the Corcntyne -· 
$80,000 for a bond which is not worth 
more than $50,000. and the Director d 
Agriculture knows,. and the Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics ought to know. 
3.50 p.nt. 

Mr. Benn: The Director of Agri­
culture knows nothing about this, neither 
does the Minister of Works and Hydrau­
lics, but I will promise to look into the 
statement made by the hon. Member. 

Mr. Burnham : I cou]d have be-:n 
saved all this ener,gy if the Minister had 
said that earlier. 

Mr. Carter: There is one other well­
publicised matter under this Head� the 
question of milk. l have been reading 
so many reports of putrid milk that I 
would like to krow whether there is any 
truth in the statements which appear in 
the Press from time to time. that our 
milk supply is very bad and insanitary. 
I would alsc') like to know whether Gov­
ernment has any plans for the manufac� 
ture of condensed miJk, because quite 
a lot of such milk is used in this coun­
try. 

Mr. Benn: I do not know under 
what Head the hon. Member is speak­
ing. I think we have conc1uded the 
general debate. 

The Chairman : We are dea]ing 
with the whole Head, Agriculture, and 
for this occasion I am being indulgent. 
because hon. Members are not too sure 
of the procedure. 

Mr. Benn: We have never heard 
that the milk is putrid. The large crowds 
of intelligent Georgetown people who 
go every day to buy this milk must be 
regarded as evidence that the milk is not 
as bad as the newspapers report. The 
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que· stion of a condensary is being 
looked into by the Ministry of Trade 
and In­dustry which is attempting to 
set up factories based on. our 
agricultural pro­ducts. 

Mr. Burnham : In 1958 the then 
Minister of Natural Resources, Mr. 
Edward Beharry, told the Legislature 
very much the sa,me thing as his 
successor is now telling us---that Gov­
ernment is looking into the question of 
establishing factories, and that on high 
priority was a condensary. That was 
four years ago. 

Mr. Benn: The fact that the 
former Minister had to leave the Gov­
ernment before it was accomplished is 
the reply to the hon. Member's state­
ment. 

Mr. Burnham : Let me confess my 
ignorance in its worst sense, and ask the 
Minister, ,through you, sir, to explain 
what Mr. Beharry's leaving the Govern­
ment has to do with his repeating Mr. 
Beharry's words four years and three. 
months after ? 

Mr. Benn: I know that I have per­
sonally made effor:ts to secure assistance 
from the East and West German Gov­
ernments and the Japanese Government 
based on figures prepared by the Min­
istry of Trade and Industry. This has 
been repO'rted to the Government on 
more than one occasion, and to this 
Legislature. 

Mr. Burnham: I am not denying 
that the Minister went to East and 
West Germany and had discussions, but 
what I really want to know - and I am 
sure the House wants to know - is why 
should he four years after say that Gov­
ernment is looking into something which 
his predecessor said he was looking into? 
When a Minister makes a statement, 
even though it is a misguided statement, 
the Government is bound by it. When 
Mr. Beharry made that statement that 

was what the Government was saying. 
Does 1t mean that not until last year, 
when the present Minister of Natural 
Resources went on tour of Germany, did 
the Government do anything, and that 
when Mr. Beharry made the statement 
.he was misleading the public? 

Mr. Benn: The then Minister 
spoke as a result of conversations he had 
with the Nestles Company regarding 
their desire to set up a condensary in 
this country. 

Mr. Burnham : I am grateful to 
hear that this Government makes pro­
mises on the basis of conversations, but 
I hope very devoutly that that system 
will forever cease. I am sure that the 
present Minister will not fail.I into that 
error. 

Mr. Correia: On page 17 of the 
Estimates I see sub-head 34 - Dairy 
Farming Expansion - Maintenance 
Expenses and Capital, $120,754. I would 
like to ask the Minister of Finance 
whether we can look forward to this ex­
pansion? 

Mr. Benn: This concerns the im­
portation and breeding of heifers at Mon 
Repos for sale to farmers for milk pro­
duction. 

Head 9-Agriculture-$2,130,193 
agreed to and ordered to stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Assembly resumed. 

Sitting suspended at 4 p.m. for 
half an hour. 

4.30 p.m. 

On resumption-

/ n CDmmittee of Supply 

The Chairman: We had concluded 
Head 9 at the suspension of the sitti,ng. 
We will now tum to Head 10. 

LANDS AND MINES 

Head IO - Lands and Mines -
$614,199. 
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Mr. Burnham: On the last occasion� 
which is over a year ago, when this 
Head came up for discussion, I pointed 
out that there should have been a closer 
integration between this Department  and 
the immediate Ministerial Establish­
ment Staff. While in law an d  in theory 
the Commissioner of Lands and Mines 
is responsible for recommending or 
granting certain leases. permissions, 
licences, etc., the distribution of the land 
is really a matter of policy for the Min­
istry concerned. I do not know what 
has been done since I raised the point. 
In fact) the type of integration I am 
thinking of between the Department and 
the Ministry is a physical integration, 
because a number of problems arise 
from time to time in which, I think, there 
should be some sort of conferring be .. 
tween tlw Commissioner of Lands and 
Mines and/or one of his officers and 
members of the Permanent Secretary's 
staff. 

I think the policy with respect to 
the distribution of land is most unsatis­
factory. ft seems to me that the Minis­
try which is responsible for the policy 
either does not care about or is unaware 
of certain practices, traditions and 
customs in the rural areas in which 
British Guiana's Crown Lands arc found 
in the second, third and fourth depths. 
For instance, those who have had any­
thing to do with those areas know that� 
it is a tradition where licenses or leases 
arc granted� the lands of the second and 
third depths are granted, all things be­
ing equal, to those who are the occu­
piers of the front lands or the first depth. 

Ther� is a contention by the far­
mers of the first depth that it is impossi­
ble to pay rates and taxes on  their house 
lots in the first depth unless they have 
available agricultural lands which can 
be used in the second. third and some­
times fourth depths. In recent times 
there has been a great deal of litigation 
arising out of this failure to recognize 
what has happened in the past, or lack 
of interest i n  whether it happened or not; 

whether people who have occupied or 
owned the first depth should have the 
land at the back. What will happen is 
that some morning people will get Wf 
and find that the leases have been grru:1-­
ted to another group of people who do 
not own the first depth--peopJe who may 
be landless and who have been given 
permission to occupy Crown lands in 
preference to the people who have 
licences for the. first depth, and many 
of whom themselves are landless so far 
as agricultural land is concerned. 

Jn fact� there are some areas in 
this country, especially in West Coast 
Berbice and some sections of the Coren­
tyne, where one finds that the people 
have no Government permission, licence 
or lease. and the owners and their 
licensees: who are all from the first 
depth, h�ve been fanning the second 
and third depths without let or hindrance. 
It may well be that in a court of law, be-­

caust of the strictn\:SS of certain legal 
principles where one seeks to prescribe, 
these people may not be able to estab­
lish their prescriptive titles for the land 
which has been used by the vi11age 
sometimes for nearly a century. Some 
of these communities in the first depth 
are not organisations and, consequently. 
since they have no legal personality� they 
cannot prescribe as a group title to the 
land behind. This is the result of the 
strictness or letter of the law. and it is 
certainly not good enough for any 
individual who has land in the first 
depth to see people taking over the 
lan d  in the second, third and fourth 
depths. In some cases the first depth 
occupiers have applied for the land in 
the back. but were unsuccessful. 

I have known individuals in  the 
first depth who have applied for Jand 
in the second and third depths, and they 
have seen people coming from other 
areas to occupy the land. I do not think 
that should be a1Iowed. There seems to 
be some unsophisticated slant in this 
matter. In some cases the people know 
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that their fathers and grandfathers have 
been using the land at the back and 
have been shifting from one spot to 
another over the years, and they believe 
that the reallocation of the Crown Lands 
in the second and third depths really 
concerns them. They only realize the 
extent of their holdings when the lands 
are distributed to someone else, and 
new lessees, licensees, or permittees 
move in and possess the lands which 
they had occupied for a lifetime. 

It seems to me, therefore, that it is 
desirable that the policy of the Govern­
ment with respect to these lands should 
be to give priority and preference, all 
things being equal, to the people who 
are in possession of the land in the first 

depth. I know that in some cases it 
will be found that the people who own 
the first depth have about 40 to 60 acres 
of land somewhere else, and they can 
be dealt with differently. This 
Government should be realistic enough 
to recognize the hardship imposed on 
the people who have occupied Crown 
lands without let or hindrance for a 
number of years, when people from out­
side of the area are permitted to c0me 
in and occupy the land. [Mr. Ram Kar­
ra.n: "What is he talking about?"] 1 

The hon. Minister of Works and 
Hydraulics is competent to understand 

what I am saying. Let him look at 
Standing Orders 66 and 67. I repeat 
that this Government should realize the 
hardship imposed on certain people, 
and make allowances for the people who 
have been occupyilng land without let or 
hindrance for a number of years. As a 
matter of policy thi Government should 
accept their claims. There has been, 
in the courts, a number of cases in con­

nection with this land policy. I would 
like the Government to believe that I 
am sincere about this

3 
because if it 

adopts my suggestion it means that I

should lose a lot of briefs. However, 
the most important thing is ·the con­
venience of the citizen. 

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member 
says that a lot of cases have been before 
the courts in connection with this mat­
ter. The hon. Member knows that the 
Government has made known its policy 
on this matter several years ago. What 
this Government has done is to say that 
it agrees with the Sessional Paper pre­
sented by a former Minister of Agri­
culture, Forests, Lands and Mines (Sir 
Frank McDavid). The Government, 
however, has always given consideration 
to the rightful claims of those persons 
who live on the first depth. 

My hon. Friend must have been 
unsuccessful in several cases, but that i� 
no reflection on his ability. Several 
cases have come up on this matter, and 
on every occasion the Government's pol­
icy has been restated. The Government 
has said that the people who live on the 
first depth have no inalienable right to 
the second and third depths of the land. 
Whenever people make applications for 
land, their applications are investigated. 
and land is allocated to them. I have 
heard of several controversial cases, and 
the Government has always gone into 
the matter carefully. I am sure that 
there is no hardship or oppression, as 
the hon. Member alleges. 

It is true that some people have 
held land for some time and have tried 
to flout the wishes of Government. 
Several people have occupied land il­
legally and worked it, and this Govern­
ment has had to take action against 
them. In no case has the Government 
refused to give p�ople in the first depth 
land in the second and third depths 
without investigating the matter care­

fully. 
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I should like the hon. Member to 

realize that in certain areas people live 
on the first depth, but there w: no sec­
ond or third depths. Take Leeds on 
the Corentyne, for example, where 
there are no second and third depths. 
It took mv Ministrv together with the 
assistance - of the - residents of Leeds 
more than two years to find land for 
them in the Corentync. In the cir­
cumstances, they could not b� told that 
the people ·who -occupied the firs t  depth 
could get the land in the second and 
third depths whether they wanted the 
land or no�. That is an excellent ex­
ample, because there arc second and 
third depths there. 

4.45 p.m. 

It will be recalled that many years 
ago one person in another area appfo:d 
for all of the land in the back, and the 
people in the first depth could not get 
the land because it was beneficiallv oc­
cupied. Eventually the man rented 
some of the land to some of the people 
in the fust depth. The Government has 
had to put lands under the control of 
co-operative societies in the Corentyne 
and other areas. So, we are trying, 
wherever possibie, to apply this rule so 
that it should not cause any problem. 
But in any case. the people who live on 
the front lands are not refused lands in 
the �econd and third depths if they are 
in need of land. 

On the question of the integration 
of the Ministry of Naturnl Resources and 
the Lands and Mines Department. what 
is beini done now is that when then..: are 
lands for distribution. the people are 
investigated bv the Land Development 
section ... of t he� Ministry of Natural Re­
sources. \\/hen this is <lone. they are put 
on the land by the Co-operative Officer 
or the Land Development section. This 
has eased up the pressure on the Lands 
and Mines Department as the shortage 

of survevors and the absence of one or 
two othc�r things bave led to some delay. 
I am h:lppy to say. however, that thh 
year there has been considerable pro­
gress in this Department. 

J had told hon. Members some time 
last year that 1 proposed to carry out a 
reornanintion of the Lands and Mines 
Dcp�irtment. An officer. Mr. Macnie, 
who was head of the Land Development 
Department. w:1s asked to do this. He 
had undertaken to do the iob. but before 
he could st:1rt, he took up a position 
with the Guillebaud Commission and, 
:,nb�equcnt1y. he left this colony. It has 
not yet been po�·dlJJc to release an offi­
cer to do this work. But 1 am happy to 
say that lands are being given out and 
l think 1 mentioned earlier this after­
noon that 16.000 acres have been dis­
tributed for this year alone. This was
due to the considerable improvement in
the Lands and Mines Department.

Mr. Burnham: I heard the Minister 
say that it would be wrong for the 
people in the first depth to -be entitled 
to the second depth in any •�vent. I 
agree with that. What l was saying was 
not that the people in the first de,pth 
should be entitled to the c;;econd and 
third depths. but that all other things 
being eqm1J, they should get priority. 

. .It has <:ome to my knowledge. for
mstance. th;tt there is a certain rrentle­
man who had applied for and rio( lands 
somewhere in Mahaica. This same 
gentleman in another £:roup--and this 
g.:ntleman. on his admi�sion·. was born 
and has spent a large part of his life on 
the West Bank� and is not a L.im1c-r 
actually--•··applicd for and got Jand on 
the Corentync. And there \Vere people 
there on the Corentyoc on the first depth 
of this particular area who did not get 
land even though it was shown that they 
were land1ess. And this I know further: 
there were certain people who were 
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given allocations, and, under our ques­
tioning in a oourt, admitted that they 

?1 tarted off with a big tractor. They were 
people of considel'able 111eans as against 
others who have not got. 

This may be the fault of the in­
vestigation, and the observation - I want 
to make about the situation is this-and 
I am saying this without fear of con­
tradiction: I know there will be a denial 
of it because a Government is supposed 
to deny such things-there is too much 

· political influence where the investiga­
tions are concerned. One young man,
when he was being investigated, had the
temerity to say----and I was most hurt
and embarrassed-"Don't worry, I got
the Minister of Natural Resources in
my pocket. What I say he has to do."

I am going to tell you why I believe 
it. This young man is, I know, a party 
activist of the People's Progressive Party. 
When one decision was made in Febru­
ary of the year with respect to a certain 
number of persons, after this gentleman 
had visited the Minis,ter, as he claimed, 
he got more persons added to the 
original list of selectees. That may be 
fortuitous. It may be coincidence. But 
it i difficult for an outsider to believe 
that thi · world is so full of coincidences 
as witnessed in this case. I feel certain 
that every qttempt should be made by 
the Government in setting up these 
investigating committees to see to it that 
there is no suggestion of political in­
fluence. 

In one case, I know one of the 
members of the committee who was a 
P .P .P. man represented to people that 
unless they joined the P.P.P. they did 
not stand a chance. He may have been 
wrong, but what can you tell people 
when he has said that if you don't join 
the P.P.P. you cannot get land and on 
other grounds, some of these people do 
not get land ? It is difficult to tell these 
people that what this man had said was 
not true. If I am not a P .P .P. man and 

I do not get land, what is easier than· for 
1ile to say, "You know, what so and so 
said must be true because I have not got 
land and 'X' who fa a P.P.P. man has 
got land"? And in the context of ou'I' 
country at the moment you cannot afford 
that. 

Mr. Benn: It is unfortunate that 
the hon. Member who is representing 
people in a matter in the court is trying 
to win his case here. He refers to some 
silly statement of someone's saying that 
he has the Minister in his pocket. As a 
result of this, he has shown that he has 
got more people put on the land. The 
hon. Member has referred to a specific 
matter which is now before the court, 
and I think he should know better than 
to mention it here. 

There has been no effort on the 
part of the Ministry to get people off 
lands which they should properiy have. 
The hon. Member mentioned people on 
the West Coast Demerara. Does the 
hon. Member know that there is very 
little rice land on the West Coast Dem­
erara? If all the people in one area 
were to take up th� land which is there, 
then people from other areas would not 
get rice land. A man from Wakenaam 
may apply for land in the Black Bush 
Polder. As a Guianese, he is entitled 
to land and it is not for us, if the man 
qualifies and likes being in another place, 
to say that he should not be given land 
ait Black Bush. The Ministry is giving 
people land and unless there is very good 
reason for it, it does not give land to 
only the people in the area. 

I would like to draw the attention 
of hon. Members to an area on the West 
Coast of Berbice called Catherine's Lust 
and Onderneeming. Land in the third 
and fourth depths of that estate has 
been given to people who have lived in 
the first depth of Catherine's Lust be­
cause the land was not enough and 
there were so many people on the front 
of the estate who did not get enough 
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land. But there are 01thcr cases. In 
this case which the hon. Member men­
tioned, the people who Jive on the first 
depth are rum shop owners and land­
lords. They have ]and and were pro­
perly investigated. When the investi­
gation was concluded. some other 
people, not the persons to whom the 
hon. Member referred, came and said. 
"We did not get a chance and we have 
children''. One man said, ··Look my 
son has four children. I mav be a 
proprietor and may have lanl some­
where else, but I have children who arc 
living with me in the area". We had 
decided that the size of the land should 
be 15 acres. As a result of there being 
more people wanting land, we have had 
to reduce it to 10 acres. and they have 
been put in that area i n  the rear of 
Catherine's Lust and the Kabawer cattle 
ranches. 

It is unfortunate that the hon. 
Member tries to make these aUegations. 
It is very easy to get land as long as the 
land is available. When persons are to 
be investigated, they wm be investigated 
and given land in accordance with their 
application and their needs. This is 
always published in the newspapers; the 
people arc always caUed. Investigators 
are sent around, and now we have taken 
a decision that any person who is to 
take land must take an oath that the 
information put on the form is true and 
correct. 

It is difficult to  get everything per­
fect. but the Ministry and the Depart­
ment have been trying their best to im­
prove the system of land distribution. I 
am not saying that persons might not 
have indulged in  improper practices, but 
I know that the case ithe hon. Member 
mentioned is being misrepresented here, 
and he should trv to win it in  court. 

The Ministry is doing everything to 
have land properly dis,tributed and even 
some prominent members of parties who 

wish land sometimes apply. They have 
it on the East Bank Demerara right up 
towards the Base. They have applit'1 
for it and got i t  and have put up anti­
Communist signs on it. Everybody can 
get land. 

Mr. Burnham : Whoever the 
Minister is referring to can take care of 
himself, but it seems to me that you 
cannot make anything of this. I am 
accused of seeking to win my case here. 
The points l hav� raised here do not 
affect the legal issues in the case.. I 
have not brought these facts to this As­
sembly to win any case because this 
Assembly cannot decide the case and a� 
someone skilled in law will know, what 
I have said about the unfairness some­
times of the allocation of land has 
nothing to do with the type of case that 
is in court at the moment. 

But the hon. Minister knows that 
this man who says i t  is no use applying 
for land if you are not a P.P.P. member 
is a man who is diminutive, a man who 
cannot farm. a man of means, a man 
whose name appeared in the Thunder
in a notice tclJing people not to give him 
any more money when they apply for 
land�. He knows that. and th� basis on 
which this man was given land is far 
from the policy laid down by Govern­
ment. He has no wife and children. 
and he has other than independent 
means. He was given land for other 
reasons. We do not know what rca.­
sons. but, on advice, he was given for 
other reasons. These things are bad; 
they reflect on the Government. The 
hon. Attorney-General and the Ministers 
know this man because he is a character 
when next you meet him. you can never 
miss. 

I am attempting to be kind. 
have even suggested in my remarks 
I have not said that you have to be a 
P.P.P. member to get land. I am not 
saying this. What I said. and I chose 
my words carefully. was that there are 
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some P.P.P. activists who fortuitously 
are appointed occasionally on the selec­

tion committees and represent to persons 
.!. the area that it is necessary to join 
"the P.P.P. to get land. I do not believe 
it. I would never believe that, Mr. 
Chairman-Forsooth! 

5 p.m. 

But I am saying that the Govern­

ment should be so careful in its choice

of membership of Selection Committees 
that that situation should not arise. I 
am saying further, that to give this parti­
cular individual land when he does not 
qualify under the policy �dumbrated 
by the Government, and to have this 
man, who has admitted these facts, 
given land at Mahaica and have his 
name published in Thunder, with the 
suggestion that nobody should give him 
any more money to get land, still being 
given land on the Corentyne is bad. 
That does not affect the case which has 
nothing to do with whether the indivi­
dunl go� land rightly or wrongly. 

I bring these things to Govern­
ment's attention so •that it may be above 
suspicion, but no matter how one tries 
to help this Government by advising it 
how _o conduct its affairs so as to en­
sure an impression of impartiality, it 
thi11ks you are suggesting something 
wrong. I do not have to come here to 
win my cases or to make -a living. I 
am interested in ornoer relaitions 
between the neople who. live in these 
areas. Until ·this Government tries to 
control the Cour.ts or to change the 
complexion of the Courts I will not de­
pend on the Legislative Assembly for 
winning cases or losing them. I will 
depend on the Courts of first instance 
and .then on the appellate Courts. I 
am trying to be very peaceful, but the 
Minister seems intent on breaking this 
resolution of mine to be peaceful this 
afternoon. 

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member is 
only misleading this House with the 
statement he has been making this after­
noon. He and some of his colleagues 
have been coming to my Ministry and 
asking me to make up the case. 

Mr. Burnham: I never went to 
the Ministry. 

Mr. Benn: I will not give way. 

Mr. Burnham: I ris_e to make a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member 
has been bringing these accusations 
against the Government. I have said 
and I repeat� that everybody who want� 
land and qualifies for land will get land. 
The hon. Member has his own private 
matter, but he must not try to influence 
this House by saying that the Ministry 
is doing improper things or is incom­
petent, because he is in great danger of 
losing his case. 

Mr. Burnham: 1 have not to

persuade this House of the incompetence 
of the Minister and his Ministry; a 
blind man can see it. I will never be 
seen asking the Minister of Natural Re­
sources about the settlement of any case. 
I discuss settlements with lawyers and 
not with incompetent laymen. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I am rather pleased 
to note the words of the Minister when 
in effect he admits that anti-communist 
slogans are in effeo: anti-Government 
slogans. It is an imoortant admissio!l 
on his part, but I would like to ask the 
Minister what steps are being taken by 
his Government to expedite the work 
of the Deoartment of Lands and Mines 
in the gr;nting of leases, because I am 
informed that many years elapse some­
times between -an application and the 
final granting of a lease. 

"N:r. Berna: I have already referred 
to this, but perhaps the hon. Member was 
listening to anti-Communi m and could 



1653 Appropriation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debate 1654 

[MR BENN] 

not hear when I spoke of the problem� 
and the need for more land surveyor:-, 
in order to expedite th� granting of 
leases. 

Mr. d'Agoiar: What steps are being 
taken to have more surveyors? 

Mr. Benn: I n  training them. That 
is how we get them. 

Mr. Cheeks (Georgetown NorthJ: 
I would like to know what is the Gov­
ernment's policy in respect of the grant­
ing of lands to individuals. J have in 
mind a case on tht: West Coast of Ber­
bice in which a man who, apparently� 
did qualify for land '1pplied for land 
some time ago. and after considerable 
corrcspondcn�e .. he was told in writing 
that he shou]d apply jointly with  others, 
and that a certain piece of land would 
be allocated. I would like to know if 
that is the policy of the Government, 
that land will he awarded to persons on 
a joint basis. 

Mr. Benn: The Lind to  which the 
hon. Member refers was held by a 
family for years, and it appears after the 
parents died the sons quarrelled over the 
l and. One son applied for the land,
and we decided that as six children have
an interest in the land it would be unfair
to give one chjld all the land and leave
the others out. Hr was therefore to]d
that he must apply for the land jointly
with the others. That is a special case.

Mr. Cheeks: I do not question thr 
accuracy of the Minister's explanation. 
but the c::se I have in  mind is not one 
involving brothers. At least one of the 
persons .... who could share in the use of 
the land is not a relative. That is mv 
information, but if the Minister has 
other information I wiJJ not question his 
accuracy. 

Mr. Be!�.n: There are several cases 
of that kind which involve rda­
tives and families-sons and grandsons. 
They all have an interest in the land and 

want individual portions of it. In addi­
tion to that� when lands are in  close 
proximity to the coast we try to allocate 
them in 10. i 5 and up to 25 acre lots/') 
depending on the size of the groups that 
apply. An individual can get 25 acres 
of land in the second or third depth of 
Crown lands, and up to 500 acres of 
land if it is far up a river or creek. 

Mr. Cheeks: J know of a case at 
P1n. Brand, West Coast, Berbice, in 
which individuals applying for land were 
officially instructed to apply as a group. 
and the persons whose names were 
mcntion�d in the letter are not relatives, 
I am informed. I wouid like to hear 
from the Minister whl.'.th;;r Government 
woulu consider grantin.Q' a portion of the 
land in that area to an individual. 

The Chairmam I do not ihink wt 
.:an have the Minister civing as:·mrances 
on specific cases in , this - House. I 
thought the hon. Member would h ave 
pursued the question whether it is 
Government's policy to grant land tc 
people individually �r in groups. but I 
think the Minister m1swcred that bv sav-· 
ing that it depends on the area where .. it 
is sought. 

Mr .. Burnham: In reply tu the 
question by the hon. Member for 
Georgetown C:ntral ( ML d'Aguiar) the 
Minister said the reason for the delay in 
granting leases is the fact that there is a 
shortage of survevors. In Finance Com­
mittee ._,in Decemb�r. 1957. the then Min­
ister of Natural Resources recognized 
that there was a shortage of surveyors: 
that survcvors were necessarv for several 
of the Development Scheme; as wcU as 
for the surveying of Crown fonds which 
were to be issued on permissions. 
licences and leases. lt does seem to 
me strange that there i.;;  �.till that short­
age of surveyors. but there may be a 
logical explanation, and that is why I 
rise to ask the Minister whv this short­
age is as acute in 1962 as it was in 
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1957 when his predecessor in office had 
actually undertaken to have allocated a 
p.1 1m of money for the training of sur-
/ · yors?

Mr. Benn: Unfortunately, there has 
been difficulty with the training of 
land surveyors. As a result of the 
shortage Government did undertake a 
crash programme like teacher training, 
and it was undertaken with the assistance 
of I.C.A. at the Technical Institute. 
Quite a few young men were absorbed 
into study for the course, but we found 
that a considerable number of those who 
were undergoing training were failing 
the examination. Of the 56 who took 
the examination in September last year 
only 12 passed, and this has been going 
on in much the same way. We have 
s t up a committee to go into the whys 
and wherefores with the Director of 
Agriculture and the principals of second­
ary schools, to see whether the candi­
dates could be brought up to a higher 
tandard. But we have not been able 

to produce very many more surveyors. 

In the meanwhile we have had 
established a Commissioner of Title 
who has been going around the country 
helping people to secure proper titles to 
their lands. People have been calling 
on us for surveyors, so we have to share 
the few we have between the Drainage 
and Irrigation, the Public Works, the 
Lands and Mines, and the Geological 

urvey Departments, and the Commis­
ioner of Title, but there are not suf­

ficielllt surveyors to go around. We 
have also had quite a few surveyors 
leaving the country for the Bahamas 
where salaries are more attractive. I 
think it wa mentioned in the Speech 
from the Throne that in one year we 
had to do 1,000 surveys. For years 
people have been settled at Cane Grove. 
Hague and La Jalousie without any 
leases, and Government is trying to give 
leases to people who have been living 
at Cane Grove since 1939. 

5.15 p.m. 

It is getting more serious, but we 
are training more people to do the work. 

Mr. Burnham: 'May I ask two 
questions which, perhaps, the hon. Min­
ister has overlooked? First, when did 
this crash programme start? The point 
I am making is that the necessity for 
more surveyors was obvious to this 
Government since 1957. Secondly, if 
there is this exodus of surveyors to the 
Bahamas because of better salaries over 
there, has the Government not thought 
it desirable to make the salaries paid to 
surveyors more attractive so that they 
will be encouraged to remain in this 
country and work? 

Before the hon. Minis,ter answers 
my two questions, I want to observe that 
it has been my experience that a normal 
person will not leave his home :to go 
outside for another job where there is 
just a difference of between $50 to $100. 
He will only go away if he has great 
domestic worries, and wants to get 
away from his home. That type of of­
ficer will only go to another country to 
take up employment_ if :there is a differ­
ence in salary of between $150 to $300. 
If there is a need for surveyors, then 
this Government should .make some 
attempt .to make their salaries more 
attractive. 

Mr. Benn: Hon. Members know 
that the salaries of surveyors have been 
improved recently. For instance a 
girl in the drawing office in the L;nds 
and Mines Department was working for 
$130 per month, and she secured a 
similar job in the Bahamas for $400 per 
montl1. There is a big disparity be­
tween the salaries paid to surveyors in 
the Bahamas and those paid to surveyors 
in British Guiana, I am advised. If we 
make the salaries of surveyors more at-
1:tractive, we will also have to cive con­
sideratio� to the ques�ion �f i�proving 
the salaries of other officers m the Public 
Service. 
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This Govcrmncnt 1s making an 
attempt to increase the number of sur­
veyors. In 1957 th1: Government did 
not get the training staff-f think it got 
the training staff in 1959. The acceler­
ated training of surveyors started in 
1.960 in the Lands and Mines Depart­
ment. Perhaps the hon. Membc-r knows 
that the Technical Institute has been ex-• 

perkncing some difficulty also in getting 
.idcquate staff. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: May J ask whether 
the hon. Minister is aware of the ex­

tremely high cost of living i n  the Baha­
mas P-:s-a-vis British Guiana? TI1at is 
why the Bahamas has to pay its officers 
higher salaries th,.m British Guiana. 1 
\v-Ould like to ask the hon. Minister how 
many surveyors were in the Depart­
ments in J 961 as compared with 1960'? 
J would like to kncnv whether it is true 
that the contributorv factor leading to 
('Xccssivc delays in tlic Lands and !\{ind<: 
Dep�1rtment is due to the inadcquak 
and inefficient system of book-keeping 

or accounting that is being practised 
there? I would a1so like to know if 
and when this system will br moder­
nized? 

Mr. Benn: To answer the last 
qul'stion first. the system is now heirn� 
modernized. It is quite true that the 
system of book-keeping in the Lands 
and Mines Department is extremely 
inadequate. Government is now giving 
consideration to the question of the in�� 
tegration of certain Department�. As 
soon as the Ministry of Natural Re­
sources moves up to the Agricultural 
Oepartmenfs building in Brickdam, 
there wiJI be gn:.:ater opportunity for 
moving the staff around in order to im­
prove efficiency. 

The Government now has to face
a problem where thousands of people 
have made applications for land in the 
Lands and Mines Denartment. ·n1e 
hon. Member must realize the difference 
between what has taken place in 1957 

:md what is taking place today. ln 1957 
there was a small amount of drained 
land available for distribution, but th,e 
interest that has been awakened in agn 
cultural development subsequent to 
1957 as well as the large number of 
applications is putting pressure on the 
Lands and Mines Departmen:. The De­
partment and ihe Ministry have been 
trying to take up the slack wherever pos­
sible. 

There are 32 Surveyor-Apprentices 
in the Estimates. There arc 8 vacancies: 
9 apprentices, and 15 surveyors. 

Mr. Correia: What about the 6 
Senior Surveyors'? Arc you not going to 
acknowledge them? 

Mr. Benn: Yes, they arc acknow-
ledged as surveyors. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Mv question still 
n:mains unanswered. i asked the hon. 
Minister how many survcvors were avail­
,thle in I 96 l as C<;mpare�f with l 960? 

Mr. Benn: I do not have the 
figures of thL' number of survc-vors em­
ployed by the Government st n{y finger­
tips for those two periods. However, 
the fh!L1rcs in the Lands and Mines 
Dcp .. 1rtmcnt will be approximately the 
same. because we had not been able to 
fill the vacancies as quickly a� we had 
hoped. We have divided the surveyors 
between the Lands and Mines Depart­
ment and the Drainage and Irrigation 
Department. Sometimes some of them 
are sent over to the Local Government. 

Mr. d'Agufor: The hon. Minister 
�ccms t:) be unable to give proper 
answers. We find that this situation 
keeps cropping up again and again, and 
the Government cannot find an answer 
to it. We are now told that things arc 
being done. That was the answer given 
in regard to the modemiza1ion of the ac­
counting system in the Lands and Mines 
Department. When wi1l this moderni­
zation be completed? 
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Mr. Benn: I- have already told the 
hon. Member that we are now improv­
·:ing g and modernizing the system; that 
the i\1.inistry wi]J be moving over to the 
Agricultural Department's building and, 
unfortunately, I cannot give him any 
specified ,time. It is no use my trying 
to mislead this House by giving informa­
tion which will be proved inaccurate in 
the very near future� 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Assuming that we 
will be here next year, it is logical to 
assume that the same questions and 
answers will be given. I would like to 
have, at least, the assurance that it will 
be completed during the present year 
1962. 

Mr. Benn: As a re ult of what 
took place on February 16, there ha 
been a lag. 

Mr. Burnham : May I inquire 
what has lagged as a result of what took 
place on Friday, 16th February? 

Mr. Benn: It has been consider 
able. The events of February 16 are 
well known to all of us. 

Mr. B rnham: I am not satisfied 
with the answer "considerable". I want 
to know the extent and nature of what 
took place. Perhaps the difference is 
no:t obvious to the hon. Minister. He 
has given me the extent, and I would 
like to know the nature of it. I am 
pressing my question. 

The Chairman: You may press, 
but 1 cannot make him answ�r. I do 
not think an answer is particularly 
necessary at this stage. We have dis­
cussed the Lands and Mines Depart­
ment, and I shall put the question if no 
other Memb r wishes to speak. 

Mr. Correia: I desire some in-
formation. I notice that in 1961 there 
was no allocation for the salary of the 
Com.missioner of Lands and Mines. 

Can the hon. Minister tell us under wha:t 
Head he was paid? I refer to Head 10, 
Lands and Mines, subhead 1 ( 1), page 
19. How was this officer paid in 1961?

Mr. Benn: His salary was provi-
ded for in the Civil List. 

Mr. Carter: Can the hon. Minis-
ter tell us what has happened to the pro­
posed partition of Buxton? 

Mr- Benn: The hon. Member 
should address that question to the hon. 
Minister of Home Affairs. 

Head JO. Lands and Mines­

$614,199, agreed to and ordered to 

stand part of the Schedule. 

FOREST 

Head 11. Forest-$681,653. 

SIL VICUL TURE 

Mr. Correia: I should Jike to re­
fer to subhead 13, Silviculture, page 22, 
and to ask Government to give con­
sideration to the -question of making cer­
tain experiments in the Demerara River. 

5.30 p.m. 

Mr. Benn: We are actively con-
sidering the Berbice River. There are 
no fund::: for doing more in the Demer­
ara River, but perhaps this will be don 
when funds are in sight. 

Mr. Correia: Cultivation of pine 
should be expanded on one of the rivers 
so that we can determine whether pine 
can be successfully grown in other parts. 
of the Country. 
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Mr. Carter: I would like to ask 
the hon. Minister on  whose recommen­
dation was the 4 per cent export tax on 
grcenheart imposed. 

Mr- Benn: l would sav that thc, 
Conservator of Forests was consulted. 

Mr. Carter: ls the Government 
aware :that t?:reenheart wilJ not now be a;;; 
competitive' with this additonal taxa­
tion? 

Mr. Benn: Tht' Government is 
not convinced of thk 

Mr. C.'lrn•�a: Does the Govern-
ment realize the difference in the trcight 
rates on  timber from British Guiana and 
on timber from other timber-producing 
countries which causes great competi­
tion, and does the Government realize 
that it will be kil1ing the export of green­
heart timber to other countries? 

Mr. Benn: No. The Govi:rnment 
has comddered this carefullv. h 
has considered the representation� from 
the Forest Products Association. 

Mr. Correia: The question wa5 
wht'ther the Government realized the 
difference in thL' fr-?i!!ht rates on timber 
from Briti1-h Ciuiani and the freight 
rates on timber frorn other co�mtrics 
that nrc shipping d.mb1:r. 

The CbairnHm: fhe hon . Mjnis-
tcr said that all these things were gone 
into very carefully, so l take it that was 
considered. 

Mr. Burnham: I would like to 
find out what this Subh(·ad l (4) --Utilisa­
tion Officer'' is all abnut. Wh.o is he? 
What does he do'? J � he not ovc,r 60? 
Wh,1t does he utilize? 

M,. Benn: I am informed thJt 
he is in charge of the experiments. iu 
wood. He looks �ifter the Departmenf1.: 
ooats-the making of them and the main-­
temmcc of their 'fabric. I am also in-· 
formed that be is not over 60 years old. 

Subhead 1(9)-F<Jres; Rangen 

Mr. Burnham: I am very gra:({�1I 
to the hon. Mini5ter. I did not under­
stand what that officer was doing. But I 
notice under the Head ··Forest", there is 
provision for 25 Forest Rangers. which 
is the same complement as was provided 
for last year. It seems to me. from in­
formation tha,� has come to me, that 
this number is rather inadequate and, as 
a result of its inadequacy. a lot of re­
vcn ue is lost If there were to be a 
greater number of Forest Rangers doing 
their work activelv, the Government is 
likely to increase -its revenue from this 
Department. I do not know whether 
that is the point of view of the Govern­
ment or w hether anv noint of view has 
been put to the - Governmen1 and 
whether, like cwrything else. it is con­
sidered in detail. 

Mr. B«�nn: The Gnvermnent re-
cognizes the need for greater inspec:tion 
and the lik� in the Forest Department. 
and, possibly. there may be need for 
more Forest Rangers. This. of course. 
has to be consi.dered in relation to 
Government's financial rc,.ources and al­
so what is ]ikeh to come in. There nre 
many areas. like on the Essequibo River. 
where it has been suggested an officer 
:-;hould be placed because some timbers 
are taken o·ut of the area. The Depart­
ment then had someone stationed there 
to test the amount of timber comirn.! out. 
and it has been rroved that one Ranger 
from another area can supervise that 
area. 

One has to loo� at the larl!e amount 
of waste ,.w have and the fact that we 
have to maintain so many boats. But the: 
matter is always under review and it is 
possible the Government will increase 
the staff. However, it has not been 
conclusively proved that a larger num­
ber of Fores.t Rangers will be necessary 
to brine in much more revenue. There 
are manv more oroblcms connected with 
the utilization of forests. 
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Mr. Burnham: It seems to me 
that the hon. Minister has given a reason­

...tl1ble reply. I wonder whether, in the 
-,circumstances, the Government would
not contemplate seeking approval for a
bigger establishment so that if it was
conclusively proved that more Forest
Rangers would brjng in more revenue,
it would not have to come back to us.
You need not fill your whole establish­
ment. There are sometimes "move­
ins" of a doUar. We just want to be
sur.e that you have the establishment. I
wonder, in the circumstances, if this
would not be a better course of action.

Mr. Benn: This would be very 
difficult. I will have to say "give us 6 
or 10 or 12 more - increas..., the num­
ber", but we will have to bear in mind 
what number and one does not do it like 
that, I am advised. 

Mr. Burnham: I am glad to see 
that the Minister is being advised and 
it seems that he has accepted the ad­
vice. I wil1 take the advice of his 
adviser. 

CENTRAL TlMBER MANUFACTURING 

PLANT 

Mr. Correia: I notice that
$258,000 has been allocated for the pur­
chasing of timber. The same amount 
was allocated in 1961, and when I look 
at the revenue collected in 1961, there 
is a big gap between the amount 
allocated for purchasing timber and the 
revenue collected. As far as I under­
stand this timber purchased was for 
seasoning and resale to fumiture-makers. 
etc. Can the Minister explain why this 
big gap between purchase -and sale? 

Mr. Benn: You see it is not only 
pure line seed padi that is subsidized. 
Forest products sometimes are affected 
by this policy of subsidization. It 
appears that the revenue is somewhat 
less than the amount of money expended, 
but there is no loss. The sales have not 
been keeping up with the amount of 

timber we :ire processing, curing and 
storing in 1he Department. 

Mr. Correia,: Does the Minister 
realize that it is $150,000 going down 
the drain? 

Mr. Benn: There is no drain. The 
stocks are not lost; they are there. We 
have reduced the drain since 19 57. 

Mr. Burnham : In 1958, the Min­
js,ter's predecessor assured this House 
that with the new policy being adopted 
by this Government, in a year or two, 
what with an undertaking he had from 
his officers, this particular item would 
show a profit. That was a categorical 
undertaking and l believe a certain 
legislator at that time who used to sit a 
few seats away from me on the left 
would remember that undertaking by the 
present Minister's predecessor. Can 
he tell us why this discourtesy? It is 
no use attempting to say that one Minis­
ter was wrong. We cannot have a 
separate government for every depart­
ment and, therefore, when a Minister 
speaks, it is the Government speaking. 
What has happened to that undertaking 
given by his predecessor? 

Mr. Benn: I have no such know-
ledge of the underta�ing that was given 
by my predecessor, and I have shown 
hon. Members that I am unwilling to 
give certain specific undertakings on cer­
tain works to be done by Government 
because so many things can happen 
when a decision is taken. Wages and 
salaries go up, and certainly, wages have 
gone up in this Department since the 
previous Minister gave an undertaking, 
as the hon. Member says, that profit will 
be shown. Salaries also have gone up 
and possibly this is the reason. 

If the Minister had given an under­
taking that Black Bush Polder would 
have been completed by 1960, he would 
have been wrong because the drainage 
works were concluded before this 011 
account of very good weather and a 
variety of other things. It would be un-
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[MR BENN] 
wise for me to 
undertakings b1.:C,t us._· 
cun arise. 

certain specific 
so many things 

5.45 p,,n 
Mr. Burnham: \Vhcn you phtn 

care[ully you can givi.: reasonabl} good 
estimate�. I would l ike to rcrni.rn.1 the 
Minister :.h: .. it th.: :,,ame adviser he has 
now his pr.:dcccssor had, and it was 
afti.:r con::·ulting: the same advi\l.'r that 
the und.,:;rtaking was given. It seems a 
little short of ridiculous to suggest that 
an incre:ts,� of :;af aries illld wages can 
affect the situation, because if s�ifaric�: 
and./or wages were incrcas1.:d the cos! ot 
production has increased, an� th�rcton.· 
it means Lhal if vou ar:: runnmg it as a 
business concern· you arc going to in­
' rease your :-;,:lling price accordingly. lf 
in t.his c,:s�: .. tbc r�.isnn is thu·: the cost of 
labour has goni: up. therefore yuu are 
running at :i io,;::,;, then �dl the privately 
owned sawmilJ:, should close dmvn. 

Mr. Benn: l sai<l very ckarly that 
l have no knowkd�..:· of any undl'rt�1king
given. but I mentioned the 1ncn:::1sc in
wages and salari('.:; as one reason why
this· mav have happened. J do not
know about :mv undertaking giv, .. :n by
the former M rnistcr of N,:tura! Rr­
sources. l'h(· Timber Manufacturing 
Ptant was set up to popularize c�rtain 
snecies of tirnbcr which \Vere not be-in::: 
t:

1

s:::d. Govl'rnm.�m has to spen d  a 1ot of 
time to the use of w·oods 
nthcr th�m t�rccnhcart. crabwood and 
mon.1. I (io not know how my 

concern. 
not. 

crndd lk'. accu:-.ed of '.<tying 
to make it a business 

a husinessm,m: I nm 

Mr. Correia: In 1961 the sum of 
$258,000 was voted for the purchase of 
timb;;?f, \Vhi!c in ! 960 the sum of 
$168,000 \'.'',S rccmcrcd in revenuC'. In 
1961 Gm. (:rnment collected only $ l 07, 
000 in rcw:nuc. h thnt how the drain­
age occurred? 

Mr. Benn: Drainage and Irrigation 
is not under mv Ministry. There is no 
drain here. I ·said that· the rest of th(' 
timbt:r is in stock. The stock" an: 1here:·� 
for all to see. 

The Chairman: I r-:call mvsdf the 
disct.· :iui: !:1:,t took place in �Financt' 
CommitteL� in tl1t.· YL'�ir rd\:.·rrL·d to by the 
hon. M�::mber tor Ruimvc-ldt ( Mr. 
Burnham). ·rhcrl" i-. no doubt tlut in that 
vcar the House \Vas vrrv rnuch concerned 
;1bout what it conside1:1.:d w,iuid be the 
loss on the operation of the Central 
Timb:.::r M;rnt!facturiml_ Plant. an<l that is 
how tlh.' then Mini::icr nf �,:dural R1:· 
sourC('S indicat-:d that he himself wa,; 
\vorrh:O about it. and th .. it h,�: would 
make cvcrv effort. to �.ee to it that if if 
were a ha�,inc-;s undcrt:1k ing it must pay 
its w�iv. ! ihink it would help the 
HOU'.C. if the Minister \\Ould \.lo as his 
predecessor thl nt that time. that is to 
supply '.\1cmbi:rs subscquentiy with a_ staten1t'.nt showim! the actual purchase of 

timber. the ac11-ta! sales and ihc stock 
in hm1d, becau--:e the Minister sp1:.:aks of 
stocks remainin.L: on hand. If there wa:, 
a consic!:.:-rnhk accumulation of stock 
Member., may <tsk why tlnt �houlJ b-:-. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: Tf I recollect cor­
rect Iv. the Minister said that the De-­
part111ent was unable to �iccount for that 
stock. and that is rrobah!v the reason 
�vhv there have been Jossrs. I ask the 
sar:1e t:1m·stfrm I ::sked in rebtion lo the 
Depart�11ert of Lnnds and Mines: what 
steps. if :my, :tr�· being taken to modern-
ize the �v:.:;tcm of accountint:.. and 
particv1�,r1:/ ;iccountin1s for stocks. and 
1.vhcn svch mcden1ization, if undertaken. 
·will be completed? 1 knm,' the answer
will be that· it is now being undertaken. 
but Members want to kno\,; when it will 
be completed. Will it be completed in 
1962? 

Mr. Benn� I am grateful to Your 
�-fonour for vou.r sugi:tc;tion that Mem­
bers shou td he suppJie�I with a statement 
showing the purchases, saks and stocks 
in hand. Tl1at will be done. 

• 

• 
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Head 11-Forest, $681 ,653--tJgreed 
to and .ordered to s'tand part of the 

chedule. 

Head 12-Ministry of Works and 
Hydraulics-$44,359. 

Mr. Kendall : I did not hear the 
broadcast on Sunday by the hon. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works and Hydraulics (Mr. Mann) 
but I am told that, speaking on behalf of 
his Minisi:er, he said that in order to build 
good highways in British Guiana cer­
tain tests have to be carried out, and his 
Government was carrying out those 
tests. He said that until those tests were 
completed we would not get the type of 
road we have in mind. I am wonder­
ing whether the Ministry has discarded 
the results of the tests carried out by an 
English firm of engineers, and also those 
made by Mr. Cheatam, a member of the 
International Co-operation Administra­
tion. 

The Chairman: l am wondering 
whether the remarks of the hon. Mem­
ber are correctly made under this Head. 
As J see it, this merely refers to the per­
sonnel of the Ministry. I therefore 
suggest that we leave· that for the 
appropriate time. 

Mr. Burnham: I would expect that 
this Government would not have given 
us items like Miscellaneous, $800, and 
Transport and Travelling, $2,900. What 
is this transport and travelling all about? 
As I understand it, the Minister gets a 
travelling allowance, but has he to 
travel and be transported for $2,900 a 
year? This is unsatisfactory in these 
days of austerity. 

Mr. Ram Karran: This item for 
Transport and Travelling has nothing to 
do with the Minister's commuted travel­
ling allowance. If the Minister or 
his Ministerial staff have to go into the 
interior and other places the expenditure 

comes from this vote. The item 
Miscellaneous, represents purchases of 
periodicals, stamps and various other 
things. It means what it says . 

Mr. Burnham: As far as I can see 
the poor Minister of Natural Resources 
and his staff do not travel, and 1 think 
his is a more important Ministry, if I may 
say so with respect. Why should the 
Minister of Works and Hydraulics and 
his staff have to travel, and other Min­
isters do not have to travel? This is 
rank discrimination. [Laughter.]

Mr. Ram Karran: On page 13,
under Ministry of Natural Resources, the 
hon. Member will see that the first item 
1s Transport and Travelling, $16,000. 

Mr. Burnham: l admit I am wrong. 
I now want to know why the Minister of 
Natural Resources should get so much 
for Transport and Travelling? [Laugh­
ter.] 

Mr. Ram Karran: For the infomrn­
tion of the hon. Member for Ruimveldt 
who asked about the Sisters Magistrate's 
Court, I would like to state that ;the work 
was given out to tender in March and 
construction is now going on. 

Head 12 - Ministry of Works and 
Hydraul:cs, $44,359 - agreed to and
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

PUBLIC WORKS-ESTABLISHMENT 

Head 13 - Public Works - Esta­
blishment, $1,960,405. 

Mr. Burnham : I think it is now 
some time since the Director of Pub]ic 
Works, Mr. Farquharson, has retired. 
Do I understand that this post has not 
yet been filled? If my understanding is 
correct, will the Minister explain why? 

The Chairman: Isn't that some-
thing within ,+he purview of the Public 
Service Commission? 
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Mr. Burnham : No. siL The Public 
Servk1.: Commission dcals with matters 
referred to it:. Mv information is that 
the question of �h� filling of this post 
has not l-;..:cn rcfem::d to the Ccmmission. 

Mr. Ram Karran: 

the hon. M�mbcr. 
l cannot help

Mr. Burnham: When we accuse 
the GO\·crnmcnt of being incompetent 
Members of the Governmen: t:et hot 
around tl;c colfor and red in the e"e. 
The Min;ster CllHlOi t.'xp1ain \VrTV this 
most importarn Puhlic S::rvic:.: �-;ost re­
mains unUhl for such �1 !ong time. 

() /JJ11. 

Mr. Burnham: l wonder 1.vhcthcr 
�hi: h:1n. :v1;nis:cr wodd undertake to 
get the information by tonight? 

Mr. Ram Karran: l can sav tha� 
efforts arc. being . made to fill the· post.
Hon. Members will recall that some time 
ago a report was prepared by Mr. 
Graham Morgan who made certain re­
commendations 'xhich wcr� brom:ht w 
the attention of �his House. l :11n\mdc1 
the imprcsr.;ion that so;ncthmv: is bcim.: 
done aboui this matter. the '·details r;f 
which l :un not aware of at the moment. 

Head 13. Fuhtc fJlorks Esra-

hl:shmem ---·- $I, 960,405, a,;zreed to and 
ordered lo stand part of the Schedule. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND SEA 

DEFENCES 

Heod 14. Public Works And Sea 
Defmces -·--- S4,625,937. 

\'V 1sv1 ,\R/Cr1R1s·r1 ,\>, rlllRG 

Mr. Jordan ( Upper Dcmerara 
River): \Vith rckrcnce tu Subhead 
21 ( e) \Vismar/Christinnburg----$3,000 .. 
I should 1!1'1' to knmv why such a paltry 
sum wm; pruvidcd for m:1inknancc and 
riwr <lcfe11ccs'? Th-:n:.� is hc:.;:vy :::rosirm 
there which i� due to ships pass.ing there 

daily. This is a n:vcnuc-carninQ facilitv. 
nnd I think :hat the Gowrnm1:;: shoJld 
pay more attention to th's ln'JUcr. 1\! 
the moment _;,omc work i:� being doo'.;. 
in the area. hut for wars it has been 
done in patch('s. It� is high time for 
the Govermnc:ni to do a good job in thi·, 
are:i. It is known tlwt there has b..::cn 
an increase in the number of shins ir, 
that area during the i,t�t two years.' 

Under Subhead ! 5, S96.000 is 
provided for River,. Creek.;, lnterio; 
Trails, Stellirn1s� etc. P,.:-ople arc livin!! 
at the mouth -of C ar:� Car:i Creek anZI 
�1bout three rniks up neck. At one 
time priva�c opcrntor::,; u,:,:d 10 ckar thi� 
crt.'ek, ancl l wuuJJ like this Govcrnmcn: 
to give serious attention 10 this matter. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Th-: amount 
shown in ;J:c Est1nwh:, ;n Suhhcad 
21 ( c) Wbmur /C ·bun! S3,000, is 
1ncrely for rna(ntenan�e \vork in that 
area. 1 �nn sure the hun. Member is 
aware that other work i'.� bcinQ carried 
out und�r our Dcvdopm.:n_r .. rn;g

,r
arnm.:.

I hope tmtl my answer <:ail:�1.�. s :llc hon. 
:vkmber. 

I hav,�· n1;t been abk to t:ra�p \vhat 
thi: hon. tvkmber was ·<t\'lfH.!.- ab(;ut the 
C arn C arn creek: and i \:,JoLJd like him 
to give me more details 1.:onccrning thi: 
ma:ti.:r. 
RIVERS, CHU KS. l:d Elrnrn ·1 R \!LS. FJC 

Mr. Jordan: I am saying that so 
far as Subhead ! 5. River,. Creeks, 
Interior Traib. Stellings. etc.. is con-, 
cerned, the only place l h�tve seen a lot 
of money sp('nt is in the far interior. I 
know that people are going. in increasing 
numbers. to live on the Cara Cara creek. 
and if its banks were properly cleared 
more 1xor:k \V<.)Uld be attrnc:L.:d to the 
,m'a. ! hope that thb Govemmen: 
\A.>·tll do everything pos�ibk to have the 
crl'Ck ck.ired. 

Mr. Ram Karran: That creek is 
not on the Schcduk. I :i.m sure it would 
be very helpful to the Gov,�rnmcn,t if 
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the hon. Member would make represen­
tations through the proper channels so 
that Government could go into the 

es.tion. The information he has 
given this House is rather limited, and 
it will be necessary to have this matter 
investigated with a view to finding out 
whether this creek will fall into the cate­
gory of those for which the Government 
provides assistance. 

MAINTE ANCE, RlVER DEFENCES, 

BERBICE 

Mr. Blair: I would like to find 
out from the hon. Minister whether the 
amount provided in the Estimates is to 
keep the rivers clean and navigable? I 
have recently made representation for 
the cleaning of the Berbice River so as 
to permit punts bringing timber from the 
interior to pass freely. I was told that 
the channel was biocked by fallen trees, 
and the loggers were forced to incur 
additional expenditure by having to 
transport the timber in small ballahoos. 
This type of transport-ation causes a 
great deal of delay and is very expensive. 
I appealed to the officer concerned, and 
he informed me that it was not the 
policy of the Government to keep the 
rivers cleared. I would like to know 
whether this is not something that has 
always been done by the Government, 
and whether the amount in the Esti­
mates has been allocated for this pur­
pose? 

With reference to Subhead 21 ( c), 
Maintenance, River Defences, Berbice, 
$6,000, I would like to see some w.ork 
done in this area. 

6.10 p.m. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: With respect 
to Subhead 15-Rivers, Creeks, Interior 
Trails, Stellings etc., we have allocated 
a sum of $96,000, a very small sum in 
relation to the size of our country. I 
think the hon. Member will appreciaJe 
that this sum would hardly be enough 
for the clearing of every single river, 
creek and trail .and for the maintenance 

of stellings. The policy of the Govern­
ment with respect to this sum is to use 
it in settled areas where hardship or 
severe hardship exists. In these 8reas 
about which the hon. Member is talking, 
the wood-cutters and timber-men remove 
timber. It is generally their responsibi­
lity to clear these creeks and trails for
the removal of their timber. 

I do not know what specific area 
the hon. Member refers to when he says 
"Berbice River". The Berbice River is 
a very long river with many tributaries 
and this $96,000 has to be spent on 
works from the Corentyne all the way to 
the North West District, and on many 
trails and creeks in the interior. 

I think you have yourself, Your 
Honour, explained the $6,000 under 
Sub-head 21 (c)-Berbice, and perhaps 
it would be proper at this stage to in­
form hon. Members that the maintenance 
of river defences as well as river defence 
itself is .the responsibility of the land­
lords or the Local Authorities in the 
areas. It is only in those -areas where 
Government is satisfied that the pro-

prietors or the Local Authorities cannot 
maintain the river defences that Govern­
ment gives a grant for construction of 
these works and for their maintenance. 

The hon. Member for Upper Dem­
erara River (Mr. Jordan) pointed out 
that the amoun.t in the Estimates for 
maintenance was meagre. He was, of 
course, under the impression that this was 
for construction works as well. In all 
those areas where hardship exists as far 
as the population is concerned, the 
Government goes in but, generally, the 
responsibility for the maintenance of 
river defences is that of the proprietors 
and/ or the Local Authorities in the areas. 
I thought I would explain th.at point at 
this stage because if Government were 
to maintain the river defences all over 
the country, you can well imagine what 
sum will be reauired and hon. Members 
will probably think of introducing "Kal­
dor" in full to enable us to do it. 
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Mr. Blair: 1 am <;orry if I did not 
make mvself ckar to the hon. Minister. 
What I in�:ant to ask was what particular 
place on thi.: Berbicc Rh·cr '.Vas thii; 
S6,000 to be spent on. 

With r,:gard to the cleaning of the 
riv'-'r, 1 am sony to disagree with the 
hon. Minister, but I k now that cleaning 
nf tht: Berbicc River and keeping it 
11avigahlc to punts and rafts has always 
bc;:n done hv Government. I refer 
e�,pccially to th." sonrc(· of th,.;· river above 
Kw,1kwani, ,md also the creeks. N,itur­
ally, Gov,:rnment receive:-. quite a lot of 
1\:vcnuc from the 10:.1.s that :.ire cut in 
t.hcse pbcl':..,. Such�- rev1,;nuc comes in
the form of rovali.v: :md tran�,pPrtat:on
of lirnb-:r and ,, va;i�us other products
Jike charcoal. i..�tc. Oi.H!ht to be facilitated.
lt hns alWJ?S hecn · th: policy of the
Gov1.:.rnn1cnl to keep !hrs.:: creeks and
riwr\ navi?;1blc ti• permit grant--1-:olders
to tran . ..;·;:on: their locs and other pro­
ducts without hindr:n;�c.

l am referring now to th� source
of the r iver from Kwakwani to about 
50 miles up wh.:re the riv.::r is blocked 
bv falk·n trees from both bar:ks. The 
dianncl is blockL:d and it is ;mpossihk 
for punts to bring d(

J

.Vll timber from the 
grants. This is a matter which I took 
�up with the Public \Vorks DepartmenL 
f was told in the first case that :hey bad 

no more money to attempt t_o do such a 
lhint:. at :he momenL f11en, afterwards. 
I was informed hv another officer that 
i_� l!,(\ ne\,:·r i-:,::1.�-�1. the po�icy of the
C,ovcrnmcnt to unocrtake this. 

am appe,1ling. therefore, that 
these things remain Govcrnmenfs 
resDon:;;ihilitv. I do not see in wh8�. wav 
:1 l!n:lllt--ho1der can be made responsible 
for keeping th1:- channel of tl;1.� river 
dear. Fk has to do his work: hi: is 
;x,vim� lfr� licence and his rovaltv. I 
re;! tl-wt Gnvcrnment should a·fford him 
·:;orn1: helo and. at knsi. �uch fac.iliti.��
that be might l't able to transport hi� 
timber and other products without :111 
these extra expenses and delay. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The answer to 
the hon. Member\ first qu1:stion is that 
this $6,000 is to be spent mainly in 
lslin�ton area on the Bcrbicc River 
in  th-c Canje R ivcr in  th 1: vicinity of its 
mouth. 

I am sorrv that I have to disagree 
with the hon. "Member with respect· l<) 
the clearing of rivers, creeks. etc. The 
policy of thi� Government and pas1 
Governm12nts h,is been to provide com­
munications rather than clear rivers for 
transportation of things Hkc timhcr. I 
am advised and my information i:,;, not­
\Vithstanding v-.1hat the hon. Mcmh('r 
said about his being told by some officer 
or the other that this part of t.he river 
above K wakwani has never been the 
responsibility of the Government, that 
it is possible that, at some time in the 
past, some assistaucc may haw been 
given to th�: people there, but H has 
never been on the schedule of the 
Department for its cleaning ::rnd clear­
ing. 

l want to point ont lo the hon. Mem·
bcr that the Bcrhicc River is no: unlike 
many other riwrs in this country, and 
if Government were to talc tJn the 
responsibiUty of providing for the clear-
ing and cleaning of rivers. there arc very 
few people livin!l i.n the areas to bring 
down their prcdt�r. It is a good thought. 
It is something which any Government 
v.muld like to do, but the cost of such 
an operation would be fantastic and 1 
see no reason whv the Berhice River 
should be treated· anv diJfcrentlv from 
the rivers in the Nortl, \V1..'st, in ·th·: in­
terior, in the Essequibo and other parts 
of the country. You simply cannot do 
it. \Ve do not have the funds. If this 
Hm1s:.: wishc:s to trc'.at the Bcrbice River 
differently. it has to provide the money 
for that. ft simply cannot be done ·with 
this limited <lmount of money at our dis•• 
posal. 
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6.20 p.m. 

Mr. Blair: I am sorry I have to 
,r·..,agree with the Minister. I do not 
Ichow if he is informed about this, or if 
his memory has failed, but I do know 
that the last time I had :to deal with such 
a matter it was the clearing of the Ituni 
Creek, and it was done by the Govern­
ment. I know also that just about a 
year before that, or four or five years 
ago, the source of the Berbice River was 
also cleared by Government on con­
tract. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The statement 
that it was done by the Government is 
not helpful to me. I am saying that it 
was not done under this Head. I do 
not know whether it was done by the 
Department of Agriculture, ·the Forest 
Department or the Lands and Mines 
Department. It is for the hon. Mem­
ber to find out how it was done, but to 
labour the point that it was done by the 
Government and done under this Head 
is prolonging the matter. 

Mr. Blair: I wish to correct the 
statement I have made. I understand 
that it is not correct to say it was done 
by Government, but when I said that it 
was done by Government I meant that 
it was paid· for out of public funds. I 
understand now that it was done by 
another Depar.tment; not by the Public 
Works Department. I do hope the 
Minist r will make inquiries to sec 
whether -

The Chairman: I understood him 
to sav verv clearly that it is not within 
the province of the Government. 

Mr. Blair: I thought the Minister 
said he would find out. 

Mr- Ram Karran: I am sorry the 
hon. Member has misunderstood me. I 
aid tha o far as I know this ead has 

never been used for the clearing of the 

Berbice River, and that if the hon. Mem­
ber has information that it was done by 
GovernmenL, or with public funds I 
would suggest that he should find out 
what year it was done and how it was 
done, and approach us in the Ministry 
so that we may assist him. l say th:it 
the clearing of that part of the riva 
would create a precedent which would 
be very difficult to avoid in other areas. 

Subhead 4.- Bur1�al Grounds, 

$1,500. 

Mr. Wharton: 1 would like to 
know wha bunal grounds are referred 
to in this item. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I am advised 
that there are some historical tombs­
one on the road somewhere on the Esse­
quibo Coast. There is also a burial 
ground at Mahdia, the Military 
Cemetery in Kings�on, Georgetown, and 
a few more. 

Mr. Burnham: Why spe_nd $25,000 
on the dead when we are in such 
financial difficulties? 

The Chairman: No, the sum is 
$1,500. 

Mr. Burnham: Why spend any 
money at all? 

Mr. Ram Karran: The burial 
ground at Mahdia is not historical; it is 
active. 

Mr. Burnham: What is the value 
of the Military Cemetery in Kingston? 

Mr. Ram Karra.n: It has the same 
value a the one in Bourda. 

Mr. Burnham: As a matter of 
fact I see no value in that one, and I 
have always suggested the building of a 
road through it. 
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M1·. Ram Karran: I wjsh to re­
mind tlw hon. Member that the majority 
of ibc member'.- of the T\y.vn Council 
felt othcn. .. isc. lh� Militarv Cemctcrv 
in 1,imt:-c-ton is be::rH! rnai;1t:1ined unde.,r 
some ,�rranm:mcnt. , ·Most of the dead 
h11r1·,.,, i

l 
1

1
'1 'T;: o,•r•rn ""'1~,·1 t1·i·1t·e,: \V1� 1

1�1:•ve ', .. � "�-'- ,,i \..,� ... , �'{\, ;. ...... \,. ... , ... ' ',(., ,,,, - '-J; 

:o maintain it. 
Mr. 8urnhmn: The maioritv of 

th,.? T{:•1, :) ( 'nuncil ;p_ fa vnur Z)f re"'rnov-• 
in� the c�mekry at Bourda, 

1\lr. Ram Karnm: Some money i� 
being 1nid t<, Government bv � tllc 
[mrcria1 War Gnvcs Corrunissi(·,n for 

th·..::· m,tint,:n,:ncc ilf U:,.. Militiry Cernc­
h:ry in l<ing�-.tnn. 

Subheod 14.---Ro((ds, $1,971,000. 
Mt'. K.::nda,11: What I said undei 

Hc:1d 13 l1oids t!.th1d under Head i. ... j.. I 
ob�crv:..: ;:n incr�a�.� of $331.0GO for the 
m:iinlt:n:.,n..::G of n>,HL in British Guiana. 
� .. ml a tY'tC bcl� iw which says that it is to 
pay in�:r .. ·;t'.,cd wag(·s :rnd to provide 
lirn:ted csscim�il r.:construction Wl'lfk on 
tlk· Ea,t Co:i\J. \\:est (\),:st and Ess· . .> · 
quibo mads. and improvements to small 
buildini.!\ s:k, But I s,2c no mr:ntion 01 
the Co�·L·ntvn,: n.1;1d. the onlv rncans 01 

commtmic�;ticn ,vilh thal most importmlt 
:�cc:ion of this country'--:, cconom.ic 
:-:,o:rn:c. \\ ill th� Minister s,i.v why 
th::!\: is 110 ptovis� �n for i:·t1p1�oven,1e•1t ol
t 1 ::rt rind') it might assist in Cnvern-­
mcnt\ new tourism driv1.·. 

Tftt..� Charman: Jr is now 6.30 p.rn. 
:�i.'.ld �iifa: for suspe�1s:on .;)f the sittinf 
'. h!.: ;1n'.-\1:·.:-r to trn:· non. Members 
question \Vill be ,�ivcn on the 
ff'.", 11mption. 

/l.\V'm!>lr N'swned. 
S/tfng suspended Wit:! 8 run. 

8.00 f>.m. 
On resumption 

A sscmblv ·n Cmnmittee of Suppl_,. 

'J'h� �:hairman: (!n \lw su_spension
of th,.' ,;ittmr \'.'i.: 1.\cri 1.1calm!! with I--k:id 
! 4 --- Public 'Nork� And Sei1 DefotH.:es-

Annually R .. �currcnt-$.:i-.625.937, :.md 
we• had (;Ome to the end of thG points 
made bv th.: hon. \tkmbcr f1)r Ne\; Ari1-
\,tcrdam�. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The :.n1s\vcr to 
IhL' hon. �vkmbc�r·s qucstjon .mav be an 
;!m,:ndment to the S-chcuole to ·thr Es­
t imatcs to includl2' the Con:ntvne. 'The 
hon. �-1cmbi.:r i:; laughing nmv., hope 
to compk:,..'. the work on thi.� Enst Bank 
Road l 11;.., year. As l hav�: already 
t:.,phlincd to this Hou'.,C, it is proposcc.1 
to tram,fcr the men �•.nd 1:m1inment t<.1 

the Corcn�yne in order to ��ta�t on th,;:'. 
job. A .. :--, a result of .tht: non-2cceptanc�: 
of the Kaklor Budget= this Government 
ha.;; h:.11..l to reduce :ill of t hcsc works. 

Mr. Kendall: The non--:.H.:t.:cptancc 
of tJw K�ildor Bue.kc� •,ccms to be tiw 
'-'·-:cusc for ::vcrvthitl!!. nm1,1adavs. I have 
not seen anv -rnak�·ial dwnzc in the 
E..:;timah�S for 1962, and J do·· not knew. 
wh:u Kaldo 1• h(is to do with this ma.:ter. 

Mr. Ram l(arran: Reconstrnction 
·,.vork on the Corcntyne ro,td would ha vc
hecn placed on the Recurn.·nt Estimates .. 
but it would have been provided for in 
th:..:· D::.·velopmcnt Estimates. [ am -;ure 
the hon. Member �:ppreciates that. 

Mr. Kenda!!! Can tile hon. !\1in­
istcr shmv me \Vhere he has made pro­
vision in the Development Estimarr:S for 
the improvement of the Corentyne road? 

Tl!c Chairman: We are not deal­
wi th the Develnpmcnt Estim:ites a� 
moment. �md that crne:.:ti('TI has no 

relevance. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Mav I have some 
d:'1:iils from ,he Minister? We have 
t-.vo types of ni�•ds here: One rm:iv be 
c:illcd a metal ro;.1d� �md the other :i 110n­
nH.:·t�1 road which is constructed mostlv 
nf b1.1rnt earth. How much of thi� 
� 1. 971,000 is ro be spent in respect of 

( .1 I Tran-.:forming non-metal roads 
into metal roads. ;md how 
many 1niles? 



1679 Appropriation Bill- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budget Debdte 1680

(b) Repairing metal roads� and
how many miles?

( c) Repairing non-metal roads,
and how many miles?

Mr. Ram Karran: There are 
many varying factors to be examined in 
relation to the hon. Member's questions. 
For instance, distance is a very im­
portant factor. The roads on the Eas.t 
Coast of Demerara, within a certain dis­
tance, would cost between $30,000 to 
$40,000 per mile. To construct a mod­
est road between Abary and Mahaicony 
would be a different matter, because the 
freight factor would increase the cost of 
construction considerably. I hope the 
hon. Member would apprecia,te that 
there is no single answer to the ,questions 
he has asked. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I appr:eciate that 
there are different factors, and it would 
take a different amount of money to 
construct a mile of road depending on 
how it was cons.tructed. Surely the hon. 
Minister should know how many miles 
of road it is proposed to transform from 
burnt earth to metal roads. It may be 
10 miles or 100 miles. I would like to 
know how many miles of metal roads, 
and how many miles of burnt earth roads 
will be maintained? I feel that the hon. 
Minister should have these figures at 
his fingertips. 

Mr. Ram Karran: It would take 
me some time to expla1n this matter. 
This global sum of $1,971.000 is for 
the maintenance of roads all over the 
country, and a part of this money is to 
be used for improving some of these 
roads. There is an increase of 
$331,000 in this year's Estimates, and 
a part of this sum, after taking out the 
normal increments, will be used for im­
provement and not reconstruction of the 
roads in the country. 

Now, the $1,971,000 to be used on 
the maintenance of roads would give us 
different results if we· were to have a 

good or bad year in terms of rain and 
sun. The greater part of this monev 
will be used for normal maintenanc� 
such as filling up holes and so on, after 
lorries, heavily laden with rice, have 
travelled on the roads. If there is good 
weather throughout the year the main­
tenance cost will be less, and the money 
saved can be used for improving rhe 
roads. Last year we did about seven 
miles of improvement and a lot of 
maintenance on the roads. This year 
we hope to do about seven or eight miles 
of improvement on the roads, and I 
hope that this answer satisfies the hon. 
Member. 
8.15 p.m. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: May I ask the hon. 
Minister whether he is asking this 
House to estimate and vote for what he 
considers to be a good year or a bad 
year? What has he estimated for? 

Mr. Ram Ka.nan: I do not know. 
We have priorities worked out. Esti­
mates are put up by the District 
Engineers all over the country which 
the Director, the Permanent Secretary 
and I go through. But I do not think 
it is the purpose of this honourable 
House to go through these details. I do 
not know if the hon. Member wishes 
that these departmental estimates be 
brought here, but I cannot imagine that 
this House would go into all these de­
tails. 

The Chairman: I do not think he 
meant that . 

Mr. d' Aguiar: It is not a question 
of getting into the departmental esti­
mates. It was just to get some indi­
cation as to what one might expect. How 
many miles of burnt ea'rth road will be 
maintained as burnt earth road and how 
many miles will be -transformed into 
metal road? 

Mr. Ram Karran: Our estimates 
here is for an average year. In a bad 
year, we do less on this programme of 
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{MR. RAM KARRAN] 

improvement and maintenance and in a 
good year we do more. l was saying 
we did about eieht miJes Jast vear. In 
the previous ycftr, we did some im­
provement in Wakenaam. and even 
though we have a perfect foundation we 
have been unab1e to seal it with bitumen. 
This is the sort of thing that happens, de­
pending on weather conditions. r think 
it would be fair to say that on an aver­
age, we expect to seal about eight miles 
of road for the year. 

Mr. KendaU: The hon. Minister 
said that freight charges would interkre 
to a great ex.tent in carrying out this 
essential reconstrnct1on. 

The Chairman: I did not bear 
him say so. He said the additional 
freight charges would mean an increased 
cost per mile in the areas far away from 
Georgetown. 

Mr. Kendall: I am wondering 
whether the advisers of the Minister are 
satisfied with the design and specifi­
cation as we see demonstrated on that 
patch of road near Drill. Have they 
reached the stage where they are 
satisfied that it can be used? It would 
reduce the freight charges because most 
of the basic materials can be found on 
the reefs not very far from the place of 
reconstruction. 

Mr. Ram Karran: If we were to 
follow the estimates put up by the 
Consultants -- half a million dollars a 
mile for that type of road-it would cost 
the sum of $32 million to complete the 
East Coast Road. This House is aware 
that this Government had been trying to 
get the East Coast road in the Develop­
ment Programme, and it was unsuc­
cessful. The Secretary of State for t he 
Colonies and Mr. BerriH limited our 
Programme to $11 0  miJlion. We have 
repeated this .in the House over and over 
again. We cannot tackle the East 
C-oast road or the Georgetown Hospital

until we have more- money, until we are 
permitted to spend more unda tht: 
existing Development Programm�, whicJ,\ 
goes to 1964. One would readily 

appreciate the fact that if the road were 
scaled and cnmpleted. freight charges 
would he reduced. We have got to 
build the road soon but we <lo not have 
the money at present. 

Mr. Kendall: l do not know
whether it cost the Consultants half a 
million dollars a mile, as suggested by 
them, to do that experimental patch. 
But I have seen where the Abary Bridge 
was done and the two sections leading 
to  the bridge constructed. I do not 
know whether it cost the same half a 
million dollars a mile with the very type 
of design. 

Mr. Ram Kamm: I am told that the 
specifications for the approaches to the 
Abary Bridge are by no means as 
elaborate as those for the piece at Now­
or-Never. In fact. there -is no cement 
used  for the stabilization of the sand on 
the approaches to the bridge. 

Mr. Kendall: It only shows that 
the advisers to the Government, after 
receiving the report of the Consultants. 
were able to review it so that the 
approaches were less expensively 
constructed. In as much as the Mem­
bers of the Government decided on that. 
it �hows that they. if they are very 
senous. can do that type of constmction 
without making the excuses they make 
with regard to half a million dollars :1 
mile for the reconstructi()n of the East 
Coast ro,,d. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: As far as I can 
judge, this sum of $L97L0OO is the 
biggest single item. b y  · a wide margin, 
that we have come to so far. ft would 
seem that the Minister is extremely ,. 
vague as to what is to be done with this 
sum. He has spoken abou: good years 
and bad years. W c all know the roads 
are bad and, maybe, the Government is 
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bad, but we have to wait for a good 
Government to get good roads. I want 
to ask the Minister a specific question 

'Which ought to provide us with a specific 
answer. How much per mile has been 
the average spent on the East Bank road 
to re-metal it? 

Mr. Ram Karran: One would 
readily appreciate that a question of this 
kind requires notice, but I would venture 
to say, and would ask the House not to 
hold me down to it, that the figure is 
about $200,000 a mile. I would prefer 
if the hon. Member were to ask a specific 
question with a view to my getting my 
advisers to look up the information. 

Mr. Kendall: The only observation 
I want to make is that the advisers of the 
Minister know very well we are coming 
here to discuss a particular Head and 
they should come anticipating ques­
tions from this side of the House. This 
is nothing new. The East Bank road 
has been with us for years and anybody 
who is in charge of that operation should 
know the cost. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon. Mem­
ber will appreciate that we are doing the 
Recurrent and not :the Development Es­
timates. 

Mr. Kendall: In spite of that, the 
East Bank road is a road that has been 
in operation for years, and the faces I 
see here as advisers to the Minister are 
faces that are conversant with that type 
of operation. I do not think the Minis­
ter should wait for days to give a reply 
to the hon. Member's question. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: How much, if any_ 
of this $1,971, 000 is earmarked for the 
completion of the East Bank road, and 
how many miles or yards are yet to be 
completed? 

Mr. Ram Karran: This $1,971,000 
under this Subhead we are looking at is 
for the maintenance of roads. It has 
nothing to do with construction. As I 

tried to explain to the hon. Deputy 
Speaker (Mr. Kendall), the East Bank 
road is being done out of Development 
funds, and very little, if any, of this sum 
is to be spent on the East Bank road . 

Mr. d' Aguiar: Is the. Government 
still a member of and getting advice from 
the Association :to which the hon. Mem­
ber for New Amsterdam (Mr. Kendall) 
referred in his speech on the Budget? I 
think it is the International Road 
Federation. 

The Chairman: The answer then 
was "Yes". I suppose it still is. 

Mr. Ram Karran: This Govern-
ment, and I personally, tried to get in­
terest created in British Guiana among 
the business people with whom the In­
ternational Road Federation would pre­
fer to deal but, unfortunately - I would 
like to say this q u i � t 1 y - the 
businessmen let us down when we 
tried to resuscitate the organization 
by appointing another busine_ssman. 
The first gentleman s h o w e d very 
little interest; the second one was trans­
ferred to Trinidad and the third -
I think he is in the petroleum marketing 
business - is in it now. It is fair to say 
that the Government is interested in the 
activities of the Federation. In fact, I 
have an invitation from the organization 
to attend one of its meetings in Spain 
some time this ye-ar. 

Subhead 16 - Unallocated Stores

Mr. Correia: There are a few 
things here which are confusing me. I 
wish to refer to Subhead 16 where there 
is an increase of $274,999 for unalloca­
ted stores: purchases $1,975,000, issues 
- $1,700,000. I notice that in 1961, $1
has been--

The Chairman: That was a token 
provision. 

Mr. Correia: Apparently no stores 
were used in 1961. 

1683
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The Chairman: We do not have 
a column of the actual expenditure in 
1961. 

Mr. C.Orrei�: It is still confusing. 
I would like some explanation of this. 
If stores purchases amount to $1,975,000 
and issues to $1,700,000, there is a dif-

ference of $275,000 which is shown in 
the 1962 Estimates. 

The Chairman: These are the 
proposals. It is estimated that pur­
chases will be to the tune of $ I ,975,000, 
and out of that only $L700,000 will 
be issued. 

Mr. Con·eia: 

1962 is $275,000. 
just "guesstimates''. 

The cs�imate for 
I take it these are 

Mr. Ram Karran: The point my 
hon. Friend is making is that the pur­
chases amount to $1,975,000 and the 
issues to $1,700,000. He is questioning 
whether we are not issuing the total 
amount of $1,975,000-

The Chairman: It seems as if the 
hon. Member is suggesting that from the 
information we have, there were no pur­
chases or issues of stores i n  1961. He 
is  wondering why we are now to do this 
in 1962. 
8.30 p.m. 

Mr. Correia: That 1s quite cor-
rect. 

Mr. Ram Karran: [ am sorry 
I cannot further elucidate the point. 

Mr. Burnham: I am very simple 
and ignorant. l s  this the accounting 
system by which the difference between 
purchase and issue is explained? I think 
that expenditure is what you pay out, 
but I may be wrong. This is not my 
fort; I cannot understand it. 

The Chairman: The house is be-
ina asked to vote $275,000 as the value 
of the stock. It would seem so. 

Mr. Burnham: With all due 
respect to you, sir, we want to hear the 
Minister explaining. ,,_ 

··rt
Mr. Ram Karran: 1. am sure the 

hon. Member understands. \Ve haw 
gone through this over and over again. 
We have a svstem known as a Suspense 
Account which shows about $:'/i million 
worth of s:ock in the store. In any 
case that amount must be shmvn on the 
Estimates. We have this stock at thi: 
beginning of the year and we prop<_1sc 
to put in an additional amount which 
we will credit to the vote. This pro­
vision shows the situation as it will be 
at the end of the year. 

Mr. Correia: The cstimat(' kn 
stand. 

Mr. Burnham: Do I understand. 
therefore, that it is proposed to spend 
$275,000 under this Head during 1962': 

Mr. Ram Karran: Ordinarilv, at 
the end of the year we would -have 
nothing in the stores because we would 
have used alJ the stores put in. This 
year, as the result of the take-over ,)f 
the stock from the Housing; and Planning 
Department. we expect to haw stock 
valued at $275,000. That is how this 
will appear at the end of the year. in 
theory at least. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: That is the most 
fantastic statement I have heard in  my 
life. Does this $ J .975,000 represent 
any part of the stock left owr from the 
previous year? If it docs, what pa.it is 
represent1:d by stock. and what part is 
represented by the estimated purchases 
during the current year? 

Mr. Ram Karran: I think the 
hon. Mcmher convenientlv did not hear 
when I said "in theory at� least.�' 
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Mr. d' Aguiar: I did not under-
stand that the Government was being 
�n on theory. This may be ;the ideo­
�.pgy of Marx, but I do not know what 
theory it is. 

Mr. Correia: When the Minis ... 
ter cannot satisfy this House it is a very 
unsatisfactory state of affairs. The 
Public Works Department took 
$225,000 worth of stock from the 
Housing Department. Is that amount 
included in the sum of $275,000? I 

cannot understand what system of book­
keeping is used by the Government. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: May I suggest that 
we adjourn while the Minister takes a 
course in book-keeping? 

Mr. Ram Karran: I think I have 
explained already that at the end of the 
year these estimates will show an in­
crease of $275,000 over and above the 
$¾ million which is in the Estimate. 
The hon. Member for Mazaruni-Potaro 
(Mr. Correia) who raised the question 
is fully appreciative of the fact that 
having come from the Housing Head it 
must show an increase there. I cannot 
do anything about the Government's 
system of book-keeping. It is the 
system adopted in all Government De­
partments. 

Mr. KendaJI: Can th� Minister 
tell us what was the approved estimate 
for 1961 under this Head? 

The Chairman: Isn't the position 
this - that the Stores Department of 
the P. W .D. over the years has had 
moneys advanced by the Legislature for 
the purpose of maintaining stocks at a 
figure which, I understand, is in the 
vicinity of $➔{i million? This request 
for an additional $275,000 seems to me 
to stem from a two-pronged need, ( 1) 
to provide for the take-over of $225,000 
worth of stores from the Housing 
Department, and (2) an additional sum 
of $50,000 to increase the stock of 

stores at the P.W.D. What I think has 
been wrong is that these figures relating 
to purchases and issues should never 
have been shown here, because these 
figures would indicate the total amount 
of purchases for the stores during the 
year as against the total amount of issues 
during the year. It has no relevance 
to the figure of $275,000, which would 
only mean that there is $50,000 worth 
of stock plus $225,000. I do not know 
if what I have said will help Members to 
appreciate the position. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I was looking 
at the Estimates for 1961. As I have 
said, we cannot alter the system of 
book-keeping required by the Account­
ant-General. That is the system which 
Government wishes to have, and nothing 
seems wrong with it. I can imagine that 
orthodox book-keepers, .the double entry 
people, will see some objection to this 
arrangement. The sub-head in last year's 
Estimates showed a sum of $1,270,001 
for purchases, and issues $1,270,000, a 
difference of $1 between the two 
amounts. 

Mr. Correia: This Government 
is asking us to provide $275,000 in cash, 
yet it says that it has taken over stores 
worth $225,000 from the Housing De­
partment which the P.W.D. has to pay 
for. These are stores already bought 
by the Government, yet it is asking this 
House to vote $275,000 to purchase 
stores. 

The Chairman: That should ap­
pe8:r on the revenue side. 

Mr . .  Burnham: M ay I a sk 
whether there is reflected in the Housing 
Department's estimate revenue of 
$225,000? 

Mr. Ram Karran: It is shown in 
the Development Estimates of the Hous­
ing Department. 
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Mr. Burnha,m: Do understand 
that under the Dt\·dopmcnt Estimates 
revenue is shown'? Over the years I 
have been here the Development Esti­
m.atcs have shown expenditure; not re­
venue. The sum of $225�000 is 
credited to the lfousing Department as 
rev::nac. if we are :.1sked to vote 
$275,00f� wh�n G?vern_n���-t- is, taking
O\Cf s:oc;-;_ to U1c va!tk ot :>22),UUO, that 
sum of $225,000 must be shown as re­
vemie sornewherc, othenvisc we should 
on.Iy be asked to vote $50,000. 
8.45 p.m. 

1\:1.r. Ram Karran: 1 am advised 
that this $275 !000 will be shown under 
!he D:.::,doomcnt ProE.ramme of the
.Housing o;partrnent. ... 1 am further
advised that most of this money comes
from the C.D. & \V. Scheme, and anv
money from tbat Scheme rnust be credi­
;cd to it. However. I would like to do
some research \,·ork jn connection with
the matter before giving any further
rcp]y.

· The Chariman: The hon. Minis-
ter must admit that, if the $275,000 is 
passed in the Recurrent Estimates, the 
Government must show where it is 
credited to the Housing Department at 
a later stage. \'/ c cannot find it at the 
moment. 

MAINTENANCE AND RECONDI­

rIONfNG OF PUBLIC BUILDING 

Mr. Burnham: There is a matter 

The Colony House at New Amster-· 
dam not m1ly provides accommodation 
for the court, but also for Government 
Officers who have to go thcr..:: on et1ld4ii 
duties. This buildiiig was allowed i<; 
deteriorate year after year until the 
Central Government decided to scrap it. 
In  the ml'.'antime Government Officers 
still go to New Amsterdam on official 
duties, and they have to pay a big bill 
for accommodation at the Aster Hotel 
or some other hotel. 

I understand that the sum paid last 
year for hotel accommodation for Gov­
ernment Officers, who went to New 
Amsterdam on official duties after the 
scrapping of the accommodation at 
Colony House, was more than it would 
have taken to recondition the building 
properly and to provide the necessary 
accommodation. I nm at a loss to 
understand how this Socialist Govern­
ment can be so prodigal with the poor 
taxpayer's money. 

Mr. Ram Kam,.n: First of all, I 

that causes me some concern in  this 
Department I notice that year after 
year there is an increase in Subhead 1, 
Maintenance rind Reconditioning of 
Pub1ic Buildings. This seems to be an 
extraordinary sum, and l am led to 
believe, it1 the light of what hann:::med to 
Colony House. ·--Nt\V Amsterd�m. that 
this forge sum is made necessary because 
there is no proper ;:llld regular inspection 
of Public Buj]dings. If a more careful 
check were made. this Government 
would not have to spend such large 
sums. because somcthin!! would be done 
befo(e the buildings were allowed to de­
teriorate almost to-- a disgraceful state. 

would say that this increase of $50,000 
is for the maintenance of 1,700 build­
irnrs most of which arc constructed of 
wood. '01csc Estimates are passed at 2 
per cent of the value of these buildings. 
and some years the Department hardly 
gets the 2 Der cent in order to carry out 
the necessa'ry work. The hon. Men1bi:r 
bas criticized the condition of Colony 
House, New Amsterdam. I am sure he 
appreciates that it is a very old building. 
I do not know the exact age of the build­
ing, but everybody can see that it has 
been there for a very long time. Very 
often it is cheaper to construct a new 
building than to repair a very old 
wooden building. 

After having inspected the Colony 
House at New Ams�erdam� this Govern­
ment decided to remove the top portion ·• 
of the building and to retain the bottom 
portion. I do not think that the 
criticism of this expenditure is fair, hav-
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ing regard to the large number of build­
ings this Government has to maintain. 
J \ is proposed to continue building 
wboden structures, and this vote is likely 
to be considerably increased within the 
next ten or twelve years. 

Mr. Burnham: The care with 
which the hon. Minister answered my 
criticism about the size of the sum pro­
vided for "Maintenance and Recondi­
tioning of Public Buildings", and the 
suavity with which he ignored my re­
marks about Colony House, leads me to 
think that my remarks were justified. 
Rather than constructing a new building, 
or providing accommodation for Gov­
ernment Officers on official duties, the 
Government is paying the Aster Hotel 
and other hotels in New Amsterdam big 
bills for accommodating civil servants. 
I understand that the cost of the hotel 
bills is more than it would cost to build 
a new structure to accommodate the 
civil servants when they go to New Am­
sterdam on official duties. 

The hon. Minister says that the 
continued maintenance of some of these 
old wooden buildings will be more costly 
than the erection of new ones, but I am 
sure that the hotel bills will be more 
than it would cost to construct buildings 
for accommodating civil servants. In 
any case, so far as the Colony House, 
New Amsterdam, is concerned, Govern­
ment will have to come to a firm decis­
ion very ,quickly because the lower 
portion of the building still houses the 
court and what has been left there ap­
pears to be as treacherous as what has 
been taken away. Apart from the 
court, there is also the registry which is 
already crowded - it is a most despi­
cable sight. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: I do not know 
whether the hon. Member is sneaking 
with any authority when he says that the 
cost of hotel accommodatlon for civil 
servants, who go to New Amsterdam on 
official duties, is higher than that of 

maintaining Colony House. I am ad­
vised that an investigation was made in 
connection with this matter, and it was 
found that the cost of maintaining the 
Rest House - maintenance, furniture, 
crockery, equipment, subsistence allow­
ance, etc. - was much higher than pay­
ing hotel bills for accommodating civil 
servants. This is quite different from 
what the hon. Member told us this after­
noon when he spoke about paying high 
bills at the Aster Hotel and other hotels 
in New Amsterdam. 

I do not stav at Aster Hotel whe11 
I go to New Amsterdam. I have found 
out, from my limited experience of con­
ditions at the Government Rest House, 
that it would probably be better, in 
areas where hotel accommodation can 
be obtained, to permit the hotel people 
to carry on their business. I know that 
in a little while the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Centrnl will charge .this 
Government with nationalizing the hotel 
industry and depriving people who are 
engaged in that type of business from 
getting trade. I feel that wherever ac­
commodation facilities exist, the Govern­
ment should utilize those services rather 
than provide parallel services at tre­
mendous expense. My views are diffe·r­
ent from those cf the hon. Member. 

J\tfr. Rn nb�-m: Do I understand 
from the hon. Minister that when a civil 
servant is accommodated at an hotel he 
is paid no subsistence? Do I under­
stand that when he is -accommodated at 
the Rest House he is given fuel, meals 
and linen as well as subsistence? 

Mr. Ram Karran� If the condi-
tion existed before where the_ civil ser­
vant had his hotel bill paid and was still 
permitted to draw his subsistence allow­
ance, then that condition does not exist 
today. His hotel bill will be paid and 
nothing more. 

Mr. Burnham: It seems as though 
a different principle has been applied in 
these davs. I rec:::ill the Constitution 
Commission in 1960. I know that 



1693 Appropriation Bill-- 16TH APRIL, 1962 Budger Debate 1694 

members of ihe delegation had their 
hotel bills paid, and they received their 
subsistence allowances, although the rate 
of the subsistence a11owance was a bit 
miserly. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I think the 
hon. Member's statement is inaccurate. 

Mr. JJurnham : May we have the 
figures, if l �.1m inaccurate? r know 
the hon. Minister does not have the 
1hrnres, because he told U(, a moment ago 
that his experience in this matter w'as 
limited. Let us haw the figures for 
hotel bills and subsistence '·for civil 
::;crvants who went to New Amsterdam 
on official duties since the time the top 
flat of Colony House was taken off. 

Mav I ri.;mind the hon. Minister 
th,1t the hu1lding has deteriorated further, 
and it is still :,ccommodating the court 
and the r1:Qistry. J would like to know 
whether th.is Ciovcrnment intends to find 
proper �1ccommodation foi the court and 
the registry? There ,ire two Supreme 
Courts sittin.�: at New Amsterdam at the 
moment. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Government is 
apprecirtive of the situation in New

Amsterdam. as far as the building is con­
cerned. It has done something to make 
the bnifding safe: it is safe at the 
mcment. and Government proposes to 
continue using the building until it is 
possible either to rchuild or construct a 
new bnilding on the same site. 

Mr. Burnham : It has just struck 
me that legislators. who go to New 
AmstenJan;. should now _,be able to 
claim from Government their hotel ex­
penses, hec;iusc they wen: a.ilowed to 
stay at the Rest House free of charge 
except for linen and meals. This will 
be a ·question of reducing the emoluments 
of the legislators� when one takes into 
oonsideration the question of increased 

taxation, compulsory savings. Like any 
other category of worker, our welfare 
must be reQarcle<l by this Government 
9 p.m.

• 

Mr. Merriman (La P e in i t c n c c­
Lodge) : f would like to refer to Sub­
head·· 1 �Maintenance and Reconditioning 
of Public Buildirnrs. I noticed that the 
hoil. Member for "'Ruimvddt (Mr. Burn­
ham) took hi�; mind to New Amsterdam. 
l \:vould like to ask the hon. Minister
what amount has been earmarked for
the outbuilding of this Legislature. It
is one of the most disgraceful I have
seen vis-a-vis the huildi'i1g. It is worse
than the cemetery.

M(. Ram K8-ffan: I may say to 
the hon. Member that the Public Works 
Department h[1d worked out an elaborate 
arrangement for facilities in this build­
ing. Only this afternoon the Clerk of 
the Legislature, the Director and I went 
dmvn and had a look at it wit h  a view 
to impnwing it as quickly as possibk. 
f think that such '.J matter could be 

dealt with by a committee of the House. 

Mr. Bumham: I am very happy 
to hear that. But would suggest to 
the hc)n. Minister that one extra facilitv 
would be necessary-a private and cov� 
.:red  exit for special Members. rLaugh­
ter.] 

Mr. Bissember ( Campbellville) : I 
wish to refer to the building which 
houses the Supreme Comt in George­
town. especially that pnrt where Court 
2 is. Up to June i96I. court had to be 
adjourned for 15 minuks when it wa'.•, 
rafning because the roof over where the 
jurors sat was like a basket. In the 
V\.'TY court. the- very judge again drew 

my attention to the fact that to that time 
the Public Works Department had done 
nothing about the matter. I wish to 
know if anything has been done to stop 
the leak in the roof of the Suoreme 
Court. 
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Secondly, in the Magistrates Court 
building, there is an iron rail upstairs. 
Part of that rail broke down and nearly 
1

'-'
,arried the Police Prosecutor with it. It 

was eventually patched, but the whole 
thing is still shaking. What I would 
like to know is what amount of this 
$850,000 is going to be spent to have 
these most important buildings rectified 
as early as possible. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: I have heard 
of these specific complaints and I am 
sure tliiey would have been dealt with at 
the District Engineer (Georgetown) 
level. I propose to find out and in­
form the hon. Member. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: 
13--

Under Subhead 

Mr. Burnham : Mr. Chairman, I

had something, before Subhead 13, on 
the same question which is very im­
portant, even though I say so. Does the 
Minister know that there is one of the 
Supreme Courts which is known in the 
profession as the "toilet court"?-­
[ Laughter. ]--Right in the court there 
is a toilet for years-[lnterruption.] -
The hon. Attorney-General knows the 
court I am referring to. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Ram Kanan: I am sure it is 
longer than five years. I have not 
heard about it. 

Mr. Burnham : Though it is for 
years, it is less than five years. I would 
be glad if the Minister would look into 
it. 

ELECTRIC POWER AND LIGHTING OF 

BUILDINGS 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Under Subhead 
13-Electric power and lighting of
buildings, the actual expenditure in 1960
was $57,637. In 1961, the estimate
approved was $56,000 - a reduction.
In 1962, there appears to be an increase.

According to my calculation it is 73 per 
cent more. I would like to inquire why 
the sharp increase. 

'11le Chairman : There � an 
explanation on this Subhead at the 
bottom of the page. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: Y iS·, but it says, 
"Installation of electrical appliances, air 
conditioning units, etc.'', but this head­
ing is, "Electric power and lighting of 
buildings". The electric power, I 
assume, is the bill for the power, not

the installation of air-conditioning units. 
Those units were installed in the previous 
year and between 1960 and 1961, there 
was a drop. Now, there is a sharp in­
crease. It does not seem to be the full 
explanation. [Pause.] 

Mr. Burnham: While the Minis-
ter is consulting to get the explanations, 
I would like him to give us some idea 
of which offices are air-conditioned and 
which are not. It seems to me that un-
der a Socialist Government, if you are 
going to air-condition one, you must air­
condition all. 

Mr. Benn : I do not know that 
offices are air-conditioned. I would not 
have air-conditioning in my room. 

Mr. Ram Karran: In answer to 
the hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central, this amount appears as big as 
it does because of the transfer of the 
electric bills for the Police Department 
to the Public Works Department. For­
merly, the Police Department paid its 
own bills. but we now propose that the 
expenses should be shown under this 
Head. I think a reduction of $20,000 
would be seen on page 41, Subhead 6-
Lighting, and the explanation under that 
refers. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Was the Minister 
not aware of the change at the time the 
notes were compiled? If so, why was it 
not mentioned in the notes? 
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Mr. Ram Karran: I apologize to 
the hon. Member for that. We will 
amend it now.
STONE CRUSHING PLANT - RUIMVELDT 

SUSPENSE ACCOUNT 

Mr. d' Aguiar: i would like to re-
fer to Subhead 20 - Stone Crushin!! 
Plant. I would like to enquire how much 
stores used and held in stock are ao-
counted for under the Subhead. ! would 
be honoured with the r�markable explan­
ation that the stores melt to the point of 

zero to the end  of the financial year. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The answer is 
''yes", in theory. 

M.r. d' Aguiar: Why has the profit 
for the previous year been tran,;formed 
into a loss in the current year? 

Mr. Ram Karran: This is simi-
br to the suspense a.ccounls \c,;; have 
\lealt with. This Subhead-Stone Crush­
ing Plant----Ruirnn·ldt Su:-spen:,e Account 
--h:.ls to be treated in the same way as 
we have treated the other two Subheads. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: May T ask if this 
is correct. why h:is the Director of Audit 
mo.de the comment that the svstem of
recording unallocc:ikd stores.. in the
Stone 6ushing Depot is incorrect? 

Mr. Ram Karran: The reason, I 
understand, is that there is some dif­
ference of opinion between the Director 
of Audit and the Accountant General. 
who will have none of the rccommcnda­
ticns of the Director of Audit. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: The Director of 
Audit is the officer who is more 
responsible for the keeping of account::,, 
and this House should get the assurance 
of the Minister that the Director of 
Audit's recommendations wiH superst:de 
the orders of th(' Director of Public 
Works to continue in the old-fo�hioned. 
negligent and inefficient system. 

Mr. Ram Karran: It is the 
Accountant General who directs all 
these matters. and not the Director of
Public Works. ·� 

Mr. Correia: I have been search-
ing all over the Estimates for a reference 
to the Makouria Stone Crushing Plant. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: The Makouria 
plant is the one shown herl� under 
"RuimvcldC. 

Mr. Correia: It is very deceiving. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: Does not the Minis­
ter think that the stone crushing plant at 
Ruimvcldt, with its guarankcd sale, if 
properly run should make a profit? 

Mr. Ram Karran: It is never run
at a protit because the hon. Member 
should a npreciate that the Government 
does not ·,iuarry its own stone. It buys 
stone from the suppliers of �tone and 
merelv crush�s for them. ·rhat was 

tbe policy ]aid down by my predeces­
sor and that is the policy that is fol­
lowed. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: If it is not run at 
a profit why. in  the previous year, was 
there a credit balance of $6.650 as 
stated in the Estimates? 
9.15 iun. 

Mi·. Merriman: 
item 2? 

May l refer to 

The Chairman: We cannot go 
back there: we cannot be jumping up 
and down. 

Mr. d'Agoiar: May I have an 
answer to the question I asked the Min­
ister? 

Mr. Ram Karran: The plant is 
not run for the purpose of making a 
profit, in the sense that we do not add 
:+5 to 50 per cent to the cost of produc­
tion in disposing of the stones to its 
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customers. The plant is run in such a 
way that the stone is sold to the pur­
<:.haser, which is invariably a Govem­
r.i1ent Department, at cost price. Tor. 
Town Council purchased stone from the 
plant at one time and it was sold at the 
same price. If a large volume of crush­
ing is done in one year a negligible 
amount of profit may be shown, but the 
plant is not designed to make profit as a 
private individual would run his busi­
ness. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: I would like to 
know what was the expenditure �n 1961 
and the estimated expenditure for 1962. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: I will get that 
information. 

Mr. Correia: Item 9 - Water 
Transport Suspense Account. Can the 
Minister -

The Chairman: We cannot go 
back. If l want to be strictly correct I 
shouid follow the Standing Orders which 
provide that we do not deal with the 
sub head one at a time, but deal with 
the general policy of the Department un­
der a particular Head. If I did that 
hon. Members may find some difficulty 
in making all the points they wish to 
make. I wish to give Members of the 
Opposition the fullest opportunity to 
question the Government under each 
Head. I have ,en giving every lati­
tude to hon. Memoers, but we cannot 
_go back to items we have already passed. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: For general in­
formation may I ask if a new building 
is constructed bv the Public Works De­
partment, woull the cost be shown under 
this Head, or under which Head? 

Mr. Ram Karran: It would de-
pend on the type of building. It could 
be shown either under Public Works­
Non-Recurrent, or under the Develop­
ment Programme. 

Head 14.-Public Works and Sea 
Defences - Annually R e c u r re n t

$4,625,937 - agreed to and ordered to
�tand part of the Schedule. 

Head IS-Public Works-Non-Re­
currenit, $550,000. 

Subhead 2-Purchase of and alteration 
to property at lot 21, Brickdam G.T., 
$81,000. 

Mr. Burnham : I observe that for 
the purchase and alteration of a property 
at 21, Brickdam, there is an item of ex­
penditure of $81,000 which this House 
passed by way of a Motion a few weeks 
ago. May I inquire of the Minister 
what was the purchase price paid? That 
was not very clear. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: The price was 
$65,000. 

Mr. Burnham: Does the Minister 
really feel that $65,000 was a proper 
price, or was it an exorbitant price to 
pay for that property? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to die 
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics 
(Mr. Mann): One would have ima­
gined that the hon. Member would have 
given the Government credit for ac­
quiring the building at a cheaper price 
than originally offered. Negotiations 
have been going on for years. Govern­
ment cannot produce buildings out vf 
top hats, and it considers $65,000 a 
very reasonable price to pay for that 
building, bearing in mind its location and 
market relationship to other build-­
ings. Government is trying to ac� 
quire other buildings on that site, and 
that is why it feels that $65,000 in this 
instance is reasonable. If he wishes, 
the hon. Member can examine the files 
relating to the purchase of the building, 
and also the figures put up by the Quan­
tity Surveyor, whose competence I have 
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lMR MANN] 
no reason to doubt. It may be that 
the hon. Member has in mind that the 
building should have been purchased at 
a higher price, and has information 
which I have every reason to suspect 
was given to him in  the course of his 
correspondence with other members of 
the Bar by whom it was sold. 

Mr. Burnham ;. l always use mv 
language with niceness and accuracy. ·1 
asked the Minister ( but someone- said 
.. Fools rush in ... '') whether he did 
not think the price was exorbitant? In 
the circumstances I do not think I could 
have been understood by anyone literate 
to have meant that the price was too 
low. My suggestion, if not by implica­
tion. by inference, was that the price 
was too high, because I know it is a 
half lot of land in Brickdam, and a two­
Hat building, and 1 know that another 
building in Brickdam, a greenheart build­
ing on a half lot of land, was purchased 
for $50,000 quite recently. That is 
why it struck me that $65,000 was 
exorbitanL but there mav have been 
other considerations. That is why I 
asked the Minister whether he did not 
think it was exorbitant. I have no cor­
r�spondence with members of my profes­
sion. I do n.ot know which member 
of my profession is involved in this in 
respect of price. The Crown Solicitot 
probably drew up the purchaser's 
affidavit. 

Mr. Mann: May [ ask the hon. 
Member what price he would have con­
sidered reasonable, and based on what 
grounds? 

111e Chairman: l do not think 
that should be the style of debate. 

Mr. Burnham ; Twice for the day 
Government Members have referred to 
me as if I were the Govemment. Com­
ing events cast their shndows. [Laughter].

Head l5.-Publ:c Works -- Non­
Recurrent, $550,000 --- ogreed to, and
ordered to •·rand part of the Scht�dule .. ..,,, 
DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 

ESTABLISHMENT 
Head 16-Dm:nage and Irrigation

--- Establishment, $668 ,40 I.

Subhead I -- Director of Drainage
wrd Irrigation, $9,600. 

Mr. Burnham : I think J have 
ri=ad that the Director of Drainao-e and 
I rri2ation has been appointed to0 some 
post in Ad�n. where there me distur­
bances periodically. It seems to me 
that Government has been dilatory in 
filling this important post. May ( ask 
t!t Minister why this policy of not 
11ilmg these posts promptly, and whether 
he docs not think that the Govcmmenfs 
dilatoriness can lead to a certain amount 
of inefficiency and unsatisfactory con­
duct of Government affairs? 

Mr. Ram Karran: I am told that 
the post became vacant on the 8th of 
<?ctober. The Deputy Director, who is 
likely to be a ca_ndidatc for the post, was 
a��Y on vacation leave, and it was 
�1fl1cult to get through to him. He was 
m Canada. I understand also that 
steps are being taken to fill the post. 
The hon. Member should be aware of 
;he fact t�1at. when we were discussing
lh� Const1tut1on he insisted that these
thmgs should be put in. 

. Mr. Burnham : I always appre-ciate the sense of humour of the Minis­ter, �ut I do not remember on what occas1<:?n I h�ve ever suggested any state of a�atrs wh1ch would leave the Minister so_ tmpot�nt on the question of the Directorship of a Department within his portfolio. It is not enouo-h to tell us t�at . t�e Deputy �irecto� ;as away inC .t�ada. . There 1s no drfftculty in con­tactmg hm1. and since he has been 
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Deputy Director the Public Service Com­
mission is seized of his record and his 
�ualifications. 

J.30 p.m.

I know, for instance, that the last Solicitor 
General was not here when he was 
appointed to the post of Solicitor General, 
and that is no excuse. I do not remember 
saying anything more about the Public 
Service Commission than did the Leader 
of the hon. Minister's Party, that is, that 
it should be executive. All I have said is 
that the Public Service Commission should 
be executive. I shall be grateful if the 
hon. Minister will not indulge in a sense 
of humour at the expense of accuracy. 
Let us be realistic. When anyone goes 
before the Public Service Commission in 
British Guiana, it is quite easy to see 
which Political Party was responsible for 
the majority of its members. It is a 
question of today for me and tomorrow 
for you. If that is the way Government 
wants to work things, it is all right with 
me. 

Head 16. Drainage and lrrigation­
Establishment-$668,401 agreed to and 
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 
ANNUALLY RECURRENT 

Head 17 Drainage and Irnigation­
Annually Recurrent-$725,250. 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF 

MACHINERY FOR AGRICULTURE HIRE 

POOL 

Mr. d' Aguiar: With regard to Sub­
head· 4-Maintenance and Operation of 
Machinery for Agriculture Hire Pool­
$260,000, there seems to be some revenue 
to be obtained from this. May I have 
some explanation as to · the revenue in 
relation to the exp en di ture? 

The Chairman: The revenue is set 
out at the front of the Estimate.s. At 
page iv, Head IV, 11-Hire of Agricul-

tural Machinery, the sum of $200,000 is 
estimated. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: May I ask what M3 
the method of assessing expenditure and 
crediting revenue? 

Mr. Ram Karran: The hire charges 
for the use of these machines are fixed by 
the Government, and the sum of 
$200,000 has been estimated as the 
amount to be collected under the appro­
priate Head. The amount shown under 
Subhead 4 of Head 1 7 is the actual cost 
of the maintenance of the machines. If 
I anticipate the hon. Member correctly, I 
am sure he will ask the reason for this. 
In the first place, it is not intended to 
make a profit from the use of these 
machines, but reasonable charges are fixed 
for their use. Thes·e are very old and 
heavy machines, and the cost of maintain­
ing them is very high when compared with 
the maintenance of new machines. The 
benefit which is about $60,000 may be 
regarded as a subsidy to the people who 
have to clear their land. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: May I ask whether the 
1961 Accounts have been submitted to the 
Director of Audit? 

Mr. Ram Karran : No. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: If not, why not? 

Mr. Ram Karran: I am told that the 
books are not yet ready to be audited, and 
it will take some time before they can be 
audited. 

H cad 17. Drainage and Irrigation-

Annually Recurrent-$725,250 agreed to 
and ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Head 18. Ministry of Home Af­
fairs. 

The Chairman: w� will defer con­
sideration of this Head. 

Agreed to. 
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Head 19. Local G'Jvemment 

The Chairman: We will def er con­
sideration of this Head. 

Agreed to. 

INTERIOR 

Head 20. lniffior- -$282,161. 

ENTERTAINMENT EXPENSES 

Mr. Jordan: J would like some 
·?plana_tion wit!� regard to 

.. 
Su�head 12-­

f<,ntertamment rJxpcnses- !:i960r 

Mr. Rai: I see that my hon. Friend 
is evincing great interest in entertainments. 
This is a small amount a11owed tu Distr;ct 
Commissioners ,-.·ho have to entertain 
VJ.P's from time to time. 

,_i_.;o p.m. 

Mr. Jordan: \fay l :i..:;k if it is tax­
able? 

Mr. Rai: No. lt is not part of their 
-:molument:� as in cc-rtain other cases. 

llrnd 20 interior --- $282,161 "---
agrud to and ordered to stand part of 
t hi.? Scheduk. 

ffrad 21---.Police--dejcrr1:.;d. 

Head 22--Prisons---$603,296-----agrced 
10 and ordered to stand part of the Sche­
dule. 

Head 23-Fire Prevention---­
$507,525 - agreed to and ordered to 
stand part of tht:> Schedule. 

PRINTERY 

Head 25-Printery--$562 ,586. 

Mr. Burnham: When I look at this 
Head, I notice t hat all of the posts are 
new posts. At least, there is nothing to 
indicate that there were any of these posts 
extant in 1961. In the circumstances, I 

am wondering how tbe holders of the 
posts in this ,department have been paid 
up to now. When J get that answ 
have another question to ask. Un 
what legal authority have they been paidr · 

Dr. Jacob: I n  1961, they were pro­
vided for under "Chief Secretary's Office., 
and in 1962, there were special resolutions 
passed to pay the salaries. 

Mr. Burnham: In  1961. from the 
legend I see at t he boitom, ·subhead 1 
was provided for, but I do not see that 
Subhead 2 was provided for. The foot­
note says item J of Subhead l wa.:-: pro� 
vided for in 1961 under Head 7-•···•Chief 
Secretary's Office; item 2 provided for 
under Chief Secretary's Office. And then: 
"l Secretary---µwvided in  1961 under 
Head 44----Public Works Departmf\O.t'i 
Then: "1 Senior Clerical Assistant". 
Obviously, that was a new post and was 
not a question of transferring from one 
department to another. Again: ''2 Clerical 
Assistants-provided in 196 I under Head 
44---Public Works Department and Head 
7-Chief Sccretarf s Office." But the
one Senior Clerical Assistant, t here
seems to have been no prior provision
for him or her whatever he or she is.
So, I would like to know at least how
the Senior Clerical Assistant was paid.

May I observe I do not recall·-·--1 am 
always subject to correction--any special 
Motion or Resolution in this House for 
these posts. I remember I pointed it out 
when there was a special Resolution for 
the Senior Lega1 Adviser to the J>oJice. 
As I understand the law, the general Re­
solution can only refer to old posts. For 
new posts, there has to be a special 
Resolution and there has been no special 
Resolution for anythfog here under 
"Printery". Therefore, I would like to 
know-perhaps: it is too much to ask the 
hon: Minister of Finance unless he gets 
advice from his right, and that is where 
he ought to turn--under what legal author­
ity the holders of the new posts have been 
paid up to now. 
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Mr. Rai: The post of Senior Clerical 
Assi�tant was attached to the Public 
Works Department last year and is 
J ierely being transferred to the Printery 
'this year. Moneys for all these posts are 
being paid under the same authority as 
that under which all officers are being paid 
for this year. 

Mr. Burnham : First of all, if that 
W9-S so, the legend ought to have shown. 
The legend makes no reference to the fact 
that the Senior Clerical Assistant held a 
post under another . Head last year. I 
expect my hon. Friend to appreciate that 
poi!lt, but I doubt whether he appreciates 
this point that it is a new post. The fact 
that you have reduced the establishment 
of an old Head and taken the body into 
a new Head does not make it an old Head. 
It is still a new Head. 

I wonder whether the hon. Attorney­
General has been consulted on this mat­
ter. I would like to hear the hon. Minis­
ter of Home Affairs answer as "Minister" 
and not as "lawyer". I prefer to take my 
law from the Government Minister who is 
paid to advise on legal ,questions, for 
there is an opinion abroad that the 
transfer of a post from an old Head to 
a new Head makes it a new post, for 
which a special Resolution would have 
been necessary. [Interruption.] 

As I understand the hon. Minister 
of Home Affairs, he no doubt proposes 
to ask this House to def er this Head 
until he has consulted the hon. Attorney­
General. This is a matter of great im­
portance. We have been paying out 
moneys so far as Ministers, Parliamentary 
Secretaries and Legislators are concerned 
without lawful authority for 4_½ months 
and it seems to me, on advice that I have 
received - I have not advised myself­
that a similar situation has arisen with 
respect to the holders of posts under thi� 
Head. [Interruption.] - I understand the 
hon. Minister of Home Affairs is saying 
that the civil servants will be surcharged. 
But I ·understand their emoluments are so 

miserly that they cannot afford to be 
surcharged. Therefore, we have to pro­
tect taxpayers' money. 
{).'50 p.m. 

Subhead 6 
$23,000. 

Advertisement�, 

Mr. Cheeks: Will the Minister tell 
this House how much of this sum of 
$23,000 has been saved by the cancel­
lation of the recent contract, or whether 
Government intends to distribute the 
advertisements which have been with­
drawn from the C m-onicle, among the 
weekly newspapers? 

Mr. Rai: The hon. Member has 
asked two questions. I do not know on 
which he is relying. I would like to know. 

Mr. Cheeks: First of all I would 
like to know how much Government is 
saving, and when that question is 
answered I would like to know if Gov­
ernment intends to distribute its adver­
tisements among the weekly inewspapers. 

Mr. Rai: I do not see how the first 
question arises. Government is not sav­
ing money; it proposes to spend money. 

Mr. Cheeks: I am referring to the 
can½ellation of the recent contracts. 

Mr. Rai: I do not know what con­
tracts- the hon. Member is referring to. 

Mr. Burnham : As far as I under­
stand, the hon. Member is asking what 
saving will be effected as a result of the 
discontinuance of the practice of publish­
ing Government advertisements in the 
Chronicle. 

Mr. Rai: We do not anticipate any 
::iavings because Government notices will 
still be advertised, and I take it that the 
rates are about the same. 

1' 
Mr. Burnham: Do I therefore urider-

stand that in the past there were certain 
Government notices and advertisements 
which appeare_d exclusively in the Daily
Chron.�cle? The situation is surely un-
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:-;atisfactorv. The �linister ref uses to 
answer an� embarrassing question: he re­
fuses to give information on important 
matters of expenditure of taxpayers' 
money. 

Mr. Cheeks: fn other words, does 
the .Minister intend not to S'pend that 
monev which was being spent on advertise­
ment� in the Chronicle?

Mr. Rai: As l have stated before, 
Government anticipates an expenditure oi 
:$23:000, whether it advertises in the 
Chronicle or not. 

Mr. Cheeks: That brings us to the 
point that Government intends to adver­
tise. possibly in weekly newspapers. 

Mr. Burnham: I will not anticipate 
what the Government will do. I am ask-• 
ing the Minister, through yotL sir. to say 
through what medium the money pre­
viously spent on advertising m the 
C lzronidc wiIJ be directed? [An hon.
Member,: "The .Vcu: .Yation". I 

Mr. Rai: There are other newspapers 
circulating in the country� and Govern­
ment. will aovertise. Government does not 
anticipate any saving. Jt may be that 
savings may eventuate, in which case it 
wi11 be very gratifying to myself and� I 
think. to other Members of the House. 

Mr. Burnham : There is another 
matter that concerns me. and I hope J 
will have the courtesy of a reply from the 
charming Minister. ·when does Govern­
,nent really propose to make the Printery 
a printery, that is to establish a Govern­
ment Printery for the printing and produc­
tion of Government notices and publica­
tions? We l1ave heard the Premier. since 
the days when he wa.s not Premier. insist­
ing that there should be a Government 
Printcry in th.: fulle�:t sense. and not 
merely a Head in the Estimates. Sub­
head 4--··•Pub]ic Printing Regulated by 
Contract, $375,000---·has no right here. 
We should have had a Head-Printing. 

You cannot bring into printing. expendi­
ture on a printery. I would like to know 
when there is going to be established a 

,, 

real printery? 

Mr. Rai: Government has the 
setting up of a Government Printery very 
much in mind, and is taking steps pro­
gressively to achieve this. Unfortuna\.�•ly. 
this vear we have not been able to make 
an ai1ocation. because of the civil distur­
bances, the looting and arson. Govern­
ment ;mticipates loss of revenue. other� 
wise there should have been a figurt• on tht� 
Estimates for the progressive estahHsh­
ment of a printery. 

The Chairman: You have purchased 
some equipment? 

Mr. 'Rai: Yes, sir, The Govern­
ment would have purchased more equip­
ment had it not been for the looting and 
arson. 

Mr. Burnham: The hon, Minister 
must not insult our intelligence. These 
Estimates were laid on the Table on the 
31st January. before any strike or looting. 
A tinge of humour is always appreciated, 
but at thtee minutes to ten o'clock he 
must not carry it too far. r would wish 
the Minfater to give a sens-ible reply, or I 
should have to withdraw the compliment 
I paid him. that he was one of three effi­
cient Ministers of Government. 

Mr. Rai: ::\I y hon. Friend would 
see that I am quite serious if he would 
examine item 8--Purchase of Offset Print­
ing Equipment, $10.000. Government wa.s 
hoping that it would have been able to 
allocate more tl1an $10.000 towards the 
purchase of machinery, but circumstances 
have prevented it from doing so. We havf' 
this very much in mind, and Govern­
ment will establish a printery in progres­
sive stages. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: Under what authoritv 
does the Government print party slogans 
on public documents? 
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Mr. Rai: The printing of slogans on 
Gov�rnrnent stationery was authorized by 
the Council of Ministers. 

Mr. d' Aguiar: Is it within the scope 
of the Council of Ministers to authorize 
such an expenditure without reierence to 
the Legislature? 

Mr. Rai: I was very carefu 1 in the 
reply I gave. I did not say :'party 
slogans". I take it the hon. l\.'.T ember is 
referring to the words ·'Freedom Yc:u;•. I 
see nothini wrong in putting those words 
rm Government �tationery: and I say that 

the printing is oc the authority of the 
Council of Ministers. 

Head 24 - Przntery, $562,586 -

agreed to and ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Assembly resumed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly do 
now adjourn until Tuesday, 17th April, 
1962, at 2 .00 p.m." 

Adjourned acco1'dingly at 10.00 p.m. 
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