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MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, Znd February,
1961, as printed and circulated, were taken
as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Lrave 1o
MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, T wish
to make the following announcements: The
hon, Minister of Community Development
and Education (Mr. Rai} is absent, on
leave, from the Colony attending a meet-
ing &f the University College of the West
Indies. He left on the 13th and will prob-
ably be away until the 19th I'ebruary.

The hon. Nominated Mcember, Mr.
Tello, applicd for lcave from today until
the 21st February, as he is out of George-
town.

The hon. Member for North Western
District  (Mr. Campbell) who was on
leave, has asked for an extension of his
lcave to the 23rd February, this year.

ORDER OF THE DAY

ATH OF MR. PATRICE
LUMUMBEBA

D

Mr. Speaker: The only business for
today is a Motion by the hon. Minister
of Trace and Industry. Dr. Jagan, which
reads as follows:

“Be it resolved: That this Council
records its profound regret at the tragic
death of Mr. Patrice Lumumba, elected
Premier of the Congo, and directs that an
expression of its syrupathy be conveyed to
the people of the Congo and to his widow
and Tamily.

And be it further resolved: That the
United Nations be requested to make
every endeavour, to restore order and to
re-estallish Parliamentary Government in
the Congo.”

The Minister of Trade and Indusiry
(Dr. Jagan): Sir, normally, in dealing
with such a Motion about the death of any
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individual, one tends to speak very briefly,
but I think that on this sccasion, it is im-
portant that we should relate the tragic
circumstances which led to the murder of
this great nationalist leader. We should do
so because what is happening in the Congo
is of particular significance not only for
the people in that country but. indeed, for
the people in the whole world.

Patrice Lumumba has certainly been
a victim of circumstances—a vietim of im-
perialist intrigue-—and for us, particularly
in this country, there are some sharp
lessons to be lcarnt, some sharp parallels
to be cited. We heard, quite suddenly, that
the Belgian Congo was to be an indepen-
dent territory. Two years before that, it
was said that the Belgian Congo cannot
hope to become free until the next 358
vears. Such a view was expressed by a
Liberal journalist who was then attached
to the United Nations. The pace of events,
however, was so fast that the DBelgian
forces - the imperialist forces would be a
better term - had to agree to concede to
the Congolese people their independence.

But, Sir, sometimes for the imperial-
ists, independence does not always turn
out as they desire. IFor during the time
that conferences were held in Belgium, it
was not expected that Lumumba would
emerge as leader of the Congolese people
and, indeed, as we saw later on, as Pre-
mier.  Soon after the declaration of in-
dependence, elections were held and the
Party headed by Lumumba won a majority
of seats. True. it did not win an absolute
majority but, nevertheless. because of
Lumumba’s dynamic personality-—some
say magnetism—and because of his states-
manship, he emerged as leader and was
able to command a majority in the
Assembly and thus was made the first
Premier of an independent Congo. Why,
then, very shortly after, we saw that the
same Belgian forces who had, a few davs
before, granted independence suddenly
deciding to create confusion and disorder
in this African territorv?  Sir, the
answer is to be found in the fact that
Lumumba, who had emerged leader, was
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not prepared to play the role of a puppet
as the Belgians had expected that some
leaders would play whom they hoped
would have emerged after the Elections.

I say that there is a parallel to our
situation in that in 1953 British Guiana
also had an advanced Constitution. In
fact in those days it was said that the
Waddington Constitution was one of the
most advanced in Colonial territories, but
we also know that one of the major pre-
mises of the Constitution Commission was
that no single party would emerge with the
majority of seats and hold a commanding
position in the Government. This prog-
nosis, however, did not materialize. Con-
trary to expectations, the P.P.P. won an
overwhelming victory at the 1953 Elec-
tions. We know that because the party
wanted to implement its policy and pro-
gramme, after 4%2 months in office gun-
boats arrived here and the party was
kicked out of the Government.

Here, we see in the Congo almost
an exact parallel. The imperialists are
prepared to give power, so long as it is not
used to make significant changes in the
economy of the country. On the first day
after the declaration of independence and
Lumumba was declared Premier, he made
the following remarks in his opening
speech which I shall quote from page 6 of
a magazine called “Stand By Congo,”
written by R. Palme Dutt:

“We have endured contempt, insults
and blows endured morning and night.
The fate of the political prisoners was
worse than death. Who can forget the
hangings and shootings in which perished
so many of our brethren? Who can for-
get the gaols into which were flung those
who had escaped the buliets of the
soldiers?”

Belgium’s propaganda machine said
that in the Congo they had the highest
material standards, that the people did not
want to sit in parliament and debate; this
was not necessary, for Belgium had so
ruled the country to make it a magnifi-
cent province; the Congolese were content
with being ruled from outside. When the
explesion sccurred, it was only then that
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we realized what had taken place in the
country. How much training had the
Congolese? Very few of them had at-
tended universities, and very few of them
held any leading position in the govern-
ment of their country.

We know that exploiters generally
come from abroad in the name of civiliza-
tion. In 1885 when the Belgian Congo
was first occupied, it became the personal
estate of King Leopold II. He said that
he wanted to bring civilization to the Bel-
gian Congo. In bringing civilization to
the Belgian Congo he invested a sum of
nearly £1 million, but in the period
1885-1908 he was able to extract from this
country about $20 million (U.S.}). The
country became a vast prison; the popul-
ation was decimated, and some pecople in
England whose censciences were aroused
raised tremendous objections.

Mr. E. D. Morel in quoting the re-
port of a Belgian merchant states:

“There is not an inhabited village left
in four days’ steaming through a country
formerly so rich: today entirely ruined. ..
The villages are compelled to furnish
so many kilos of rubber every week. ...
The soldiers sent out to get rubber and
ivory are depopulating the country. They
find that the quickest and cheapest method
is to raid villages, seize prisoners, and
have them redeemed afterwards for
ivory. ”

Ivory and rubber were the booty which
was required. To get ivory and rubber,
the Congolese were turned into slaves.

Here is another quotation from a
Scottish missionary, Mr. Dugald Camp-
ell:

“The crowds were fired into promis-
cuously, and fifteen were killed, including
four women with a babe on its mother’s
breast. The heads were cut off and
brought to the officer in charge, who then
sent men to cut off the hands also, and
these were pierced, strung and dried over
the camp fire. The heads, with many
others, 1 saw myself. The town, pros-
perous once, was burnt, and what they
could not carry off was destroyed.”
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Mr. Morel quotes an  American

missionary, Mr. Clarke, as saying:

“It is blood-curling 1o see them (the
soldiers) returning with the hands of the
slain, and 1o find the hands of young
children amongst the bigger ones evidenc-
ing their bravery.... The rubber from
this district has cost hundreds of lives,
and the scenes I have witnessed, while
unable to help the oppressed, have been
almost enough to make me wish I were
dead.... The rubber traffic is steeped in
blood, and if the natives were to rise and
sweep every white person #n the Upper
Congo into eternity, there would still be
a fearful balance to their credit.”

It was as a result of protests by people
like these liberal-minded persons, mission-
aries, and others. that eventually the
Congo was converted from a personal
estate of the King and put under the con-
trol of the Belgium parliament, This,
however, did not change conditions very
much. What we saw later on was exploita-
tion in a different form. There was no
longer the crude, bloody methods used by
the concessionaires or the King's soldiers.

In.the period after 1908, exploitaticn
took a more devious and indirect form.
From then on we saw the whole economy
of the Congo dominated by one Belgium
Company. The Societe Generale. which
is a large Company registered in Belgium,
controls or has controlled up to 90 per
cent of the Congo business. and this busi-
ness is rather lucrative,

The Congo is a large producer of
many of the important raw materials re-
quired in the industrialized centres of the
world. It produces copper, cobalt. gold,
radium, manganese, silver. coal, uranium.
etc. Eight per cent of the Western
World’s copper comes from the Belgium
Congo. Sixty-nine per cent of the cobalt
which is used with jet engines and missiles
comes frem there. Seventy-five per cent
of the industrial diamonds comes from
there. This is the prize which the imperi-
alists were seeking to preserve. T'hey
were not only losing the loot. but the con-
trol of the raw materials.
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Sir, “The Economist”, a conservative
journal in the United Kingdom, states that
during the five-yvear period 1955--1959
Belgium investors made a profit of 422
million or 84 million a vear. “The U.S.
News and World Report” which is also a
very conservative journal, gives a slightly
higher figure. It states that for the same
five-year period the amount of profits was
750 million or roughly 150 million a vear.
It is necessary to note this aspect of the
matter, if we are to have a proper under-
standing of subsequent events.

[t was not only the Belgians who
were primarily tied up with what was
taking place economically in the Belgian
Congo, for associated with them was the
the British Imperialist firm known as

Tanganyika  Concessions  (also  called
“Tanys™). This Company owns 14%2 per

cent of the shares of the principal Com-
pany called Union Miniere, Union Miniere
being the principal subsidiary of the
Societe Generale, The Tanganyika Con-
cessions made a profit in 1959 of 4.4 mil-
lton.  This amount came not only from
the Belgian Congo, but from shares held
in the Union Miniere from mining roval-
ties together with shares held in a rail-
way. [t controls the railway which oper-
ates between the Belgian Congo and the
West Coast of Africa.

Incidentally, it should be noted that
in this company, the Tanganyika Conces-
sions, the British Government up to 1950
held 1,677,961 ordinary shares. equivalent
to nearly half of the total ordinary shares
of that company. In 1930 the British
Government sold those shares which it held
in the Tanganyika Concession to an Ameri-
can group associated with the Rockefeller
monopoly interests in the U.S.A. So we
see that financially and economically we
had dealing with the Congolese people not
only Belgian imperialists, but associated
with them were British and American im-
perialists also, and herein lies the tale of
what took place suhsequentiy in the Bel-
gian Congo.
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As 1 said, Lumumba was not only in-
terested in restoring the civil rights of his
people but, as other African leaders are
today realizing, hc knew that if the African
people are to enjoy real and full freedom,
they must break the back of imperialist
domination of their countries. We read of
statements being made by African leaders
wherever they meet nowadays—-at Ban-
dung and Accra> where the first African
Conference was held, and more recently in
Tunis, where the second All-African Con-
ference was held. The last Conference
in Tunis passed a Resolution urging the
independent African States to wrest their
countries from economic dependence on
the imperialist countries, and to refuse
to enter into any undertaking with foreign
powers which might either directly or in-
directly prejudice the movements for the
liberation and the unity of Africa.

That is the language which African
nationalist leaders are today speaking.
They are no longer concerned merely with
the question of political independence.
Mr. Kojo Botsio, Ghana’s Economic Min-
ister, warned the Conference that Africans
*must not allow the colonial exploiters to
grant faked independence”, and that “the
imperialists were now adopting new
strategy and tactics.” In forthright terms
he urged the delegates to “defeat all
manosuvres of the colonial powers which
still strive to maintain their domination
under the various new forms of repression,
divisions, paternalism, and deceptive modi-
tications  of ties imposed upon their
victims.”

Lumumba was one of the new breed
of African politicians whe were schooled
in this new school, who were accustomed
to sceing freedom not merely in pelitical
terms but in economic terms, and who
realized that their country will not be
liberated as long as it is dominated by
a few monopolists from outside. This ex-
plains why, very soon after independence
was achieved, the imperialists launched an
open attack against the Congolese people.
They sent paratroopers and caused dis-
sension within the country. They set up
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puppet leaders who began to talk in separ-
atist terms. who began to create new
factions and breakaway territories, and
who called in the help of the Belgian
imperialists.

There are some who, unfortunately,
leok at the situation in the Belgian Congo
as one between black and white, but it is
not a question of black and white; itis a
suestion of economic domination and ex-
ploitation. TFor what is Tshombe but an
African like Lumumba? What is Mobutu
but an African like Lumumba? What is
Kasavubu but an African like Lumumba?
They are all Africans but they belong to
different worlds. They represent different
forces, and that is why there has been all
this trouble in that country. Lest there
be any doubt about what Tshombe repre-
sents, let me read a few extracts from
sources which cannot be regarded as any-
thing but the most reliable. 1 refer to
“Time” magazine, the “Daily Telegraph”
and the “Observer”, well known and well
respected organs of information in the
West. 1 quote from “Time” magazine of
July 19, reproduced on page 8 of the
pamphlet:

“*The power behind Tshombe is the
potent Union Miniere which financed his
election campaign and supplied Tshombe
with an adviser when he attended the
Brussels Conference last February.”

An interesting parallel again with 1953,
The hon. Member for Georgetown Central
{Mr. Burnham) and I had the greatest
difficulty passing through the West Indies.
We had to charter a Dakota plane from
here to Surinam merely to make connec-
tion to Europe, and we had to pay $800
for that flight. Also bound for the United
Kingdom at that time were the hon. Mem-
ber for New Amsterdam [Mr. Kendall},
Mr. John Carter, Mr. Lionel Luckhoo, Mr.
John TFernandes and Mr. John Dare--
according to the leader of the United
Force, quite an integrated team!

Mr. Speaker:
subject.

Let us keep to the

Dr. Jagan: | merely mention this to
show the parallel.
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When vyou start like
Let us

Mr. Speaker:
that other Members will follow
keep to the subject.

Dr. Jagan: The “Daily Telcgraph”
of July 13 says:
“Mr. Tshombe, political head of

state, must take orders from this broad-
shouldered young soldier (Col. Weber).
Col. Weber commands all military forees
in Katanga. He placed the province
under a state of emergency Jast night
several hours before Mr. Tshombe de-
clared the region independent.”

The “Obscrver”  correspondent  stated
that the Tshombe Government would not
last a day if Lumumba were able to ad-
dress a public mecting in Elizabethville,
the capital of Katanga. But Belgian para-
troopers  went, declared a state  of
emergency and put up puppets who were
put in high positions to run the country.
That is what the Belgian troops did, as
it is reported in “The Times™ of July 23.
Instead of restoring order which they were
supposed to do: instead of helping the
Congolese Government. they acted in pre-
cisely the opposite way. “The Times” of
July 23 says:

“Sixteen Comgolese soldiers and twe
members of the Belgian parachute forces
were reported killed today in what is be-
lieved to be the biggest military encounter
since the Congo’s post-independence strug-
gles broke out.

Belgian parachute troops, who had
surrounded a camp in which 250 members
of the Congolese Force Publigue had en-
trenched themseclves about 200 miles west
of Elizabethville, sent m an aircraft firing
rockets—after the battie in which twenty
Africans and six Belgians were injured,
the Belgians took about 200 prisoners.”

So much for the background to this brutal

murder of a great African nationalist
leader. What was the United Nations
supposed to do in all this?  Tmmediately

after these puppets were being sct up by
the Belgian imperialists, soon after para-
troopers landed in the country. the Gov-
crnment, hcaded by Kasavubu and Pre-
mier Lumumba, appealed to the United
Nations for assistance.  The United
Nations on July 14 passed a Resolution
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which was re-affirmed on July 22 and
August ® 1 would like to read that Re-
solution because it is very significant, and
it is necessary to have a proper under-
standing of the situation. That Resolu-
tion. unfortunately. has not been given
sufficient coverage in the world’s free Press
generally, and as a result there is general
confusion about what the United Nations
Creanization was supposed to do in the
Belgian Congo. The Resolution states:

“Considering the request for military
assistance addressed to the Secretary-
General by the President and the Prime
Minister #f the Republic of the Congo:

i. Calis wpon the Governmeni of Bel
gium to withdraw their troops from
the territory of the Republic of the
Congo;

2. Decides to authorise the Secretary-
General to take the necessary steps,
in consultation swith the Government
of the Republic of the Congo. to pro-
vide the Government with such mili-
tary assistance as may be necessary,
until, through the effort of the Con-
golese Government with the technical
assistance of the United Nations, the
national security forces may be able,
in the opinion of the Government, to
meet fully their tasks:

3. Reguests the Secretary-General o re-
port to the Security Council as appro-~
priate.”

In other words, the request for assistance
was made by the legitimate Government
of the Congo. and the Security Council’s
Resolution provided that United Nations
forces must go to the Congo to help the
Congolese army to kick out the Belgian
troops and restore order. But what hap-
pened instead?  The United Nations
forces became embroiled in political ques-
tions-—as to who constituted the legitimate
Government of the Belgian Congo,

They got embroiled into deciding
whether Lumumba should he recognized,
whether any puppet in the Kasai Province
should also be recognized insteazd of im-
plementing the resolution passed by the
United Nations Security Council. In other
words, putting the U.N. forces at the dis-
posal #f the legitimate head of the Bel-
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gian Congo. This explains why the Secre-
tary-General today is on the carpet in the
United Nations. That explains why he is
being seriously criticized for not using his
position to see that the U.N. Command
carried out the instructions of the Security
Council.  As a result of the failure of the
U.N. Command to carry out the order of
the Security Council, many Afro-Asian
nations which were supporting that very
Command, got fed-up and some of them
have withdrawn their forces.

I have a few more quotations I would
like to read before I sit, to show what some
of these independent leaders and nations
thought. This is from a pamphlet called
“Congo Survives Operation Great Divide”.
This was published by Theja Guna-
wardhana in Colombo, Ceylon. On page
22, General Victor Lundula, the Army
Chief of the legitimate Government of the
Belgian Congo, speaking of the U.N. Com-
mand said, and T quote:

“It is trying to humiliate us and is
putting pressure on us by blocking Congo
airports. The behaviour of the U.N, com-
mand mission amounts to crass inter-
ference in the affairs of the Republic.
We want to co-operate with the U.N.
command, but they replace co-operation
by pressure. We do not want to see the
dignity of our country and our country
and our people insulted by anyone. The
master of the Congo is not the U.N. but
the Congolese people.”

Tibu Tunkara, head of the (Guinean
Mission in Leopoldville, said:

“Our troops cannot continue in the
U.N. force until the U.N. force command
ceases its flagrant interference in internal
Congo affairs and starts resuming follow-
ing the Security Council decisions on the
Congo.”

“The UAR decided to withdraw her
troops because ‘developments have reveal-
ed that the U.N. forces have deviated from
the mission entrusted to them which was
to supervise evacuation of Belgian Forces
from. the Congo and assist the people and
Government of Congo in protecting their
independence’. Seizing airports and the
broadcasting station and preventing the
Congo government from using them is a
flagrant violation of the Congo’s sovere-

ignty.”
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Sir, no wonder this pamphlet says
“Operation Great Divide”. The imperial-
ists, after they saw that the legitimate
Government intended to bring about not
only social but also economic justice,
decided by intrigue—sy open force—to
divide the country so that they can main-
tain their power for a long time. In this
activity, we saw where, at first, Premier
Lumumba was arrested, later taken from
his place of imprisonment, brutally beaten
and subsequently murdered.

I think it is the duty of this Council
to speak in strong terms condemning what
has been done in the Belgian Congo and,
particularly, what has been done to the
Congolese peoplc’s leader. Such things
must not be allowed to continue, We are
not sure of what is going to happen in
the future. Let us hope that the demo-
cratic forces of the world will insist in
seeing to it that the United Nations take
the course which was first proposed way
back in July and August, last year.

This resolution, very innocuous, asks:

“That the United Nations be re-
quested to make every endeavour, to re-
store order and to re-establish Parliamen-
tary Government in the Conge.”

Let us hope that this country will not
take the path of reprisals or civil war be-
cause we know what this can mean in
terms of suffering for the ordinary pcople.
Let us hope, also, even though we do not
want to sce bloodshed, that at the same
time we do not want to see imperialism
putting back its shackles on the Congo-
lese people; and let us hepe, therefore,
that order would be restored so that the
legitimate people and their legitimate
leaders will become the rulers of this
tragic country,

Mr. Burnham: [ beg to second the
Motion and reserve my right to speak at
a later stage.

Mr. Bewman: Mr. Speaker, I rise to
sunport the resolution which has been put
forward in this Council by the Minister
of Trade and Industry. T wish to say that
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the Lumumba family has my heart-felt
and profound sympathy. I wish to say.
too, that T am oppesed to any such action
regarding the manner in which Mr.
Lumumba met his death. I, too, like the
mover of the Motion, am opposed to im-
perialism, but there are two types of im-
perialism in the world today. [ support
all the things he said with the exception
of the points made about Western im-
perialism.

Unlike the mover of the Motion, who
seems to be stressing one sort of imperial-
ism, I know there are two sorts of imperial-
ism, in existence, He is steering clear of
one and is belabouring the other. 1 feel
he has made a terrific blunder in doing
so. I want to be fair. 1 do nof want to
take sides at all. 1 know that there are
two kinds of imperialism in the world.
[Mr. Ram Karran: “Again’?}

Mr. Speaker I must call your atien-
tion to the Minister of Communications
and Works who is interfering with my
speech.

Mr. Speaker: Please give him a
chance. I there is unything vou are
objecting to, do it in the right way: that
is, by rising.

Mr, Bowman: 1 noticed the Minister
of Trade and Industry who has introduced
this Motion read a lot of quotations. 1
know that most of these quotiations were
written by people who think as he does.
For example, the first quotation was writ-
ten by Palme Dutt. He is a well-known
communist, I have read a few of his
beoks. The Minister also quoted from
the T¥me magazine. Let us take it for
granted that all he said is true. but why
I disagree with the leader of the Majority
Party is because of this fact that, while
he was belabouring the Western imper-
ialists, he has left out the Eastern imper-
ialists—Russia. I know the Russians are
imperialists, also. Why has he not men-
tioned them?
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Let us go back to the Treaty of Ver
salles. 1 know that Poland. Finland,
Latvia, Fastonia and Lithuana were given
home rule Governments in 1918, What
has happened to them? Where arc they
today? Are they independent countries?
We hear of the “milking” of the Congo
people and of their exploitation and so
forth., T have no doubt that the Congo-
fese are being exploited, but there are
countries which are exploited by the Rus-
sians, also, and not a single word is said
about that.

I deplore the action tiaken by those
responsible for the death of Lumumba.
am =orry that the United Nations did not
move in the way most of us expected.
If they had, what happened might not
have happened: but coming here and only
belabouring one side is rather unfair, |
remember, three or four vears ago, the ter-
rific Russian onslaught on Hungary. At
that time, I was a member of the People's
Progressive Party, and it ached me that
not one word was said. The Prime Min-
ister was removed by force from office and
murdered. Not a single word was said,
Complete silence! Tt did not trouble any-
body. No demonstration—nothing of the
kind was done. They held a meeting on
Tuesday night as a protest against the
murder of Lumumba. Why?  Because
they are birds of one feather. If I have
a friend and anything of the kind happens
to him it will hurt me.  Lumumba had my
svmpathy when he first started his struggle
for independence: and it was given to him.

I believe that what
Lumumba is similar to what took place
here in 1953. What took place in British
Guiana in 1953 was the result of im-
pectuosity and over-zealousness on  the
part of the members of the then Govern-
ment—that is why the Constitution was
taken away. I presume that something
simifar happened in the Congo. T say
that what transpired should not have
transpired.  Everyone of us is acquainted
with what happened in British Guiana,

happened to
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The main point 1 want to make in
this Council is this: 1 cannot remember
the exact year, but I am sure hon. Mem-
bers will remember the time when the
Hungarians, with the exception of the few
puppets who are still there, rose against
their oppressors for independence and
several of them were slaughtered. Rus-
sian guns, tanks and planes went to Hun-
gary and slaughtered the people. There
was no meeting of protest here. and noth-
ing was said.

Only last week we read where three
trade unionists, men who fought side by
side with Castro in Cuba, men who felt
that Batista was a tyrant and there should
be a better leader—the very men who
helped Castro into power were shot be-
cause they stood up for their trade union
rights. Nothing was said by any member
of the P.P.P.;: no Resolution was brought
before the ILegislative Council regarding
the matter, and it would appear that cer-
tain people are only losking at onc side
of this picture. 1 look at human lives
as something precious. How can certain
Members stand in this Council and take
umbrage when others talk of the people
who have been shot? Are they reason-
able human beings? Who are they trying
to fool?

A lot has been said about exploitation
and murder. .I am an African and,
despite the fact that some people may
call us puppets and all sorts of names, 1
know that within my heart I am a Gui-
anese nationalist and a patriot. 1 would
like to see this country free tomorrow; I
would like to stop exploitation, but I want
it to be understood also that I am a
liberal-minded nationalist. 1 want to see
fair deals for every section of the com-
munity. I am not a racialist. but T know
that many of those who sit in this Council
are more or less racialists——they are more
communists than nationalists, and they
wish to establish communism in this coun-
try. They share the views of Lumumba.
If Lumumba were not a puppet of the
Russians, what happened in the Congo

weuld probably not have taken place,
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Although 1 sympathize with the way
in which he was murdered, I want to say
that he is responsible for whatever took
place in the Congo. 1 sympathize with
him, because I feel that no matter what a
man does he should not be murdered. If
a man commits an offence, 1 feel that he
should be tried by a Judge and jury. 1
do not think that one should take it upon
oneself to murder a man because one does
not agree with what he has done. I can-
not condone that.

I am supporting the Motion, but I
am opposed to some of the views ex-
pressed by the Mover because he has taken
sides. He has tried to show Members of
this Council that these people are bad,
regardless of what they may have done;
regardless of what improvement they may
have made in the Congo. 1 am sure that
the improvements recently made in the
Congo were not there before,

In every country in the world where
forcigners go, they go fer one purposc.
They go to extract whatever profits they
can. When my ancestors were slaves the
same thing took placc. I have no bitter-
ness in my mind for those people. 1 am
one who look forward to the future. I am
quite advanced in age, but 1 may live
longer than others who are vounger than
myself in this Council. 1 think we should
plan for tomorrow. What has been ex-
tracted or exploited is something of the
past. Let us think of today and tomor-
row. I feel that recriminations based on
hate will get us nowhere.

I know there is supposed to be an-
other Motion coming up to deal with this
question-—

Mr. Speaker: Please deal with this
Motion.

Mr. Bowman : [ feel that this Motion
should have included the three Cubans
who died defending their trade union
rights. . However, they are not referred to
here but, perhaps, I will be given a chance
to say something about them when the
other Motion comes up,
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In spite of what T have said, T am
supporting the essence of the Motion be-
cause I feel it is a good one, I am in
agreement with some of the sentiments
which have been expressed. but 1 fzel
that the leader of the Majority Party has
taken a one-sided view of the matter. He
should have taken into consideration also
the lives lost in circumstances similar to
those under which Lumumba lost his life.

Wir. Burnham: Mr. Speaker, it was
on Monday last that T heard over the radio
that Patrice Lumumba, the democratically
elected Premier of the Congo. had been
murdered.  Great was my disgust, but
slight my surprise, because many of us
who have been following the events over
the past vear realized that the day that
Patrice Lumumba was thrown off the Bel-
gium plane as a piece of cargo. those who
were opposed to him and all he stood for
would never have been satisfied until theyv
had made an end to his life,

There are some hyprocrites who, in
the circumstances of the atrocious murder
of Lumumba. emphasized the fear that
according to the release from the so-called
Katanga Government of Tshombe, he wuas
murdered by African tribesmen, 1 shall
assume, but not accept the fact, that he
was murdered by African tribesmen. But
to emphasize that allegation by Tshombe
L 1o be as naive as he who would sayv that
A kills B with a knife, the murderer
s not A but the knife.

There 1s no doubt about the fact that
from the time the Belgians were forced
t+ give up the richest jewel in their
crown; irom the time the industrial barons
of Belgium recognized that the Congo
was no longer there to be exploited, that
their machinatinns  were  innumerab!
When the Belgiang withdrow, they did not
withdraw because they were filled with any
sense of democratic duty towards the peo-
ple of the Congo. As Frank Barber, a
correspondent of the “New Chronicle”
observed: “When the Belzians withdrew.
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they withdrew too late. and they with-
drew with an absence of grace and gene-
rositv.”  From the time they were forced
to withdraw. they planned to re-enter
directly or indirectly.

It is not for me to be repetitious and
to repeat how much The Societe Generale
and Union Miniere ¢ot out of the Congo.
It is not for me to repeat what evervone
in British Guiana now knows: that the
Belgium regime was brutal in the extreme.
It is for me to obgerve in supporting this
Motion--f have no qualms: I have no
over-sensitive  feelings of propriety -
that if there ds any criticism of this
Motion, it is that it is not forthright in
its condemnation of the United Nations.

Of course. we were cntertained by
so-called  atrocities after the Congo
independence.  We were told how many
civilized Belgians were raped and mur-
dered. but we were not told about the mii-
lions of Africans who have been raped and
murdered in cold blood over the last 80
vears.  And the most disgusting thing
about it is that when the Afro-Asian
countries, which ought to know more about
Africa and ought to he more deeply inter-
ested in the basic welfare of Africa,
attempted a solution, those who pretend to
know better what was good for the natives,
rejected the sclution offered by Ghana.
Malaya. Libya and Egypt.

When North Korea forces invaded
South Korea, what happened?  An army
was sent by the United Nations, When
the Belgians re-invade the Congo. what
happens?  The Secretary-General of the
United Nations goes (3 negotiate, and
those are the same people who talk about
the atrocities in Hungary. But who can
point a finger at the atrocities in Hungary
when the West stood by and allowed the
brutality in the Congo merely because Bel-
gium is a member of the North Atlantic
Treat Organization. There are same Gui-
anese, obviously misled, to whom we must
offer our most profound syvmpathy, who
talk a lot of nonsense about Lumumba
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committing himself. How did he commit
himself? Lumumba was democratically
elected.

On the 14th of July the Resident-
General, sent to the Congo by the Belgian
Government, called him in and asked him
to form a Government because his party
held the largest number of seats. He was
told that he had until 6.30 on the 17th
July to form his Government. but on the
morning of the 17th the same Resident-
General sent for Kasavubu and asked him
to form a Government. But Lumumba.
perhaps more trusting than many of us
who are more scasoncd would have done,
in spite of the suspicion whick he fclt
when' on the morning of Friday, the 17th,
several hours before he was supposed to
form a Government, he was called in and
told he was no longer required to form a
Government, did not say much and
accepted the formation of a Government
later the next week when it was obvious
that Kasavubu could not form a Govern-
ment.

When the difficulties started in the
Congo I heard one hon. Mcmber talking
about “stooge of the Russians.” My
comment is that they are “six of one and
half a dozen of another.” They have one
complex whether they are Left or Right,
East or West. They believe they know
better for everyone than the people con-
cerned know for themselves. But I am a
little disgusted hearing an hon. Member
talking herc about Lumumba being a
stooge of the Russians or committing him-
self. When the difficulties started in the
Congo where did he go? He did not go
to Moscow, he went to New York. When
he left New York what did he sav? He
said “I have no use for the Russians.” And
that is the man whom some ill-informed.
some uninformed people would describe as
a stooge of the Russions. It was after the
West had rejected him that in desperation
he sought aid from the East. And why did
the West reject him?  This is an indict-
ment which the West will have to answer.
It is no sensc talking to us colonials about
Democracy and honouring it in the breach.
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It is no sense telling us how Krushchev
murdered Imre Nagy, the Premier of
Hungary, when you sit by and connive at
the murder of Lumumba.

African bases are important. There
is a base in the Congo, and as General
Georges Revers said at the Seventh Con-
gress of the European Centre of Docu-
mentation and Information held signific-
antly in Spain, “Africa is the logical base
for the defence of Europe in the context
of missile war”, and Belgium is a member
of N.AT.O. Therefore. anyone, like Dr.
Nkrumah of Ghana, who feels that his
country, or the Continent in which he
lives, is not to be a base in a war be-
tween two sides, neither of which is parti-
cularly interested in the particular terri-
tory, like Carthage. he must be destroyed,
and that is how Lumumba came to be
destroyed.

After all some of the Western powers
could not afford to let down their good
friend, Belgium; they could not afford to
let down a member of N.AT.O.  After
all, who is Lumumba? According to them
he was just an ex-criminal who wanted to
get power after independence. He did not
matter in the larger scheme of things. As
they saw it, the rctention of Belgian con-
trol of the Congo was more important than
the right of the Congolese people to be

free. The rights of the Congolese people
as expressed by Lumumba, the deep
patriotism of African leaders — these

things were unimportant. More important
was that Belgium should be supported.
Can one imagine, in the second half of the
twenticth century. that those who prate
about Democracy will actually connive in
the reinvasion of the Congo by the Bel-
gians, and advertise a fow  atroeities
which are minuscule in comoarison with
the atrocitics perpetrated by the Belgians
up to last vear?

Tt is important for us to accept the
fact that a man like Tshombe allowed
himself to  he used - a  despicable
character if ever there was one, Tt
is important for us to recogzmize that
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General Dayal, the United Nations re-
presentative in the Congo. sat there har-
gaining and pussy-footing whilst the leader
of the clected Government of the Congo
was thrown out by a two-by-three cor-
poral, Mobutu. raised to the rank of
General, Tt is important for us to re-
cognize that we, colonial peoples, as we
move on to independence. and as we
achieve our independence, must rely upon
our own devices and do not hecome caught
up in the propaganda of one side or
another.

We hear talk about the killing of
trade unionists in Cuba. It is wrong, hut
what relevancy has that to the particular
situation which is being debated now?
What refevancy has it to the rape of the
Congo by Belgium and the use of the tool,
Tshombe. who has heen discovered to be
a handsome man, a man of nobilitv. ¥When
people like those describe a man  like
Tshombe as handsome you may rest
assured that he has an unhandsome heart.

I have been disgusted to see a remark
in the local Press. I sent a cablegram
immediately as I heard the news of
LZumumba’s murder, and 1 was shocked
when it was suggested by the local Press
that Guianese did not necessarilv accept
the revulsion which T felt and expressed at
this dastardly act which was done with the
connivance of the United Nations by the
Belgian Government. Which Guianese of
any humanity or any sincerity, or any
intelligence will not be revolted by what
has happened in the Congo? Tt is time for
us to clear the air of all this cant and non-
sense. It s time for us to understand that
we cannot go creeping on our knees, Jt is
time for us to understand that vou cannot
averlook the sins of one side and recognize
only the sins of the other side. It is fime
for us to understand that we cannot be
apologetic for the sins of one side, Cowards
cannot get any place.

What s all
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What is the fear in people’s breasts to
come outandsay therchasbecna wrong?
If my mother did a wrong I hope T shall
b2 fearless enough to say she has done
wrong. We are carryving our politics a little
too far. I am not uncritical of those who
permitted the murder of Imre Nagy, but
I am equally critical of those who would
seek to gloss over the enormity of the
crime which, according to some  reports,
was committed in the Congo since last
week. Imagine a man escaping in a police
car with petrol for 60 miles. and the car
being tound overturned but the men not
being found, allegedly having staried on
a 200 mile trek through the forest.

It does not matter what may have
been Lumumba’s personal idiosyncracies.
He i1s not a man alone; he is a symbol.
What he stood for was the recognition of
human dignity. and there are lots  of
hypocrites who  speak  in support  of
Lumumba but in other circumstances do
not recognize the human dignity of people
Tike Lumumba. He was a man who stood
for the right of people to run their own
affaivs.  He was a man who stood for a
strong Congo, and those things for which
he stood are sufficient to recommend him
to people tike me,

The United Nations Organisation has
proved in this instance a hopeless failure.
A little country like Belgium it could not
control, and it is because of the same sort
of petty politics at another level that we
are finding in this Council. The United
Nations Oruanisation is supposed to estab-
lish peace. There was a Resolution passed
biv the United Nations General Assemblvy.
and then it went into technicalities as {o
whether one Government or another was
the legitimate Government of the Congo.
fe iy stated n the preamble to the Resolu
tion of the United Nations  Sccuriy
Counctl that it had been approached by
the President and the Prime Minister of
the Congo for military assistance. That
being recited in the preamble it means
that they  were accepted  as the lawtul
Government of the Congo. yet the UN.
indulges in the techincality of who was
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the lawful Government while the agents
of destruction and rcactien have a ficld
day in the Congo. General Bayal is no
Better than the rest.

Lumumba is dead. Lumumba, how-
ever, will live because the things for which
he stood are deeply engraved in the hearts
and minds of many of us. Fellows like
Tshombe, Mobutu and Kasavubu, even
if they do not mect physical liquidation,
will leave behind them names to adorn
a special book that must be written con-
cerning the traitors of the twentieth
century.

Mr. Speaker, may 1 finally observe
that Lumumba was a suspect to both East
and West because he wanted to follow a
policy of strict neutralism, which was the
very antithesis of people whom General
Georges Revers would have wanted. And
let me finally make an observation that
comes to my mind. There are many
parallels in this country, and one of them
is or one parallel can be drawn to the
attitude of Tshombe who refused to
accept the decision of the electorate. This
is no time for us to indulge particularly
in our own domestic politics. T am not
interested in the sincerity or otherwise of
thosc who support a streng protest being
sent on the death of Lumumba. T am hope-
ful that we will have learnt our lesson:
and I am hopeful that the eves of some of
us will be opened. I am hopeful that we, in
Guiana, when we will have achieved inde-
pendence within the next few months, will
not allow ourselves to be fooled or duped
even if we had to die like Lumumba.

Onc of the contradictions of this
situation is that some of the best thoughts.
in a different context however, have been
uttered by supporters of the imperialist
system. and there springs to my mind some
words by Rudyard Kipling — an im-
perialist if ever there was one. What he
attempted to say about thosc who con-
quered the world for the Union Jack 1
should prefer to adopt in thinking of people
like Lumumba: *They shall not grow old
as we that arc left grow old. At the going

171H FEBRUARY, 1961

Patrice Lumumba 1098
down of the sun and in the morning wc
shall remember them.”

Mr. Ajodha Singh:  Mr Speaker.
some years ago, a South African pilot
made usc of thesc words. He said that
whenever a group of coloured people get
together to see a new day dawn for the
coloured peoples of the world, there is
alwavs a willing one to sell the right of
those people. In that category 1 place men
like Kasavubu, Tshombe and Mobutu.
They are coloured people who are prepared
to sell the rights of the coloured people of
this world. I also blame the United
Nations for the murder of Patrice Lumum-
ba because if it were not for the United
Nations, today Lumumba would have been
among the people of the Congo. Becausc
of the N.A.T.O. pact—the nations that
represent N.A.T.O — war mongers -— that
this leader of the people was murdered.
Yes, Lumumba was murdered because he
refused to be a stooge of the imperialist
nations. He was not — —

Mr. Speaker: The word “stooge” is
banned in this Council.

Mr. Ajodha Singh: He refused to be
a lackey of the imperialist nations. It is
oftentimes said that the imperialists be-
lieve in democracy--the democracy that
serves their interests. We have seen it
throughout the world. We have secnit in
Africa where Kenyetta was imprisoned. We
have seen it with the Mau-maus. Whenever
people fight for their rights we have seen
them imprisoned and all sorts of things
happen to them. These people fcel that
they are the only people in the world who
should be in the ruling position; that they
must be allowed to exploit the coloured
people of this world and continue without
opposition. They forget that this is a new
day. This is the day when man has awake-
ned. They taught us that in the sight of
God all men are equal. and since in the
sight of God all men are equal-—it is
written by them in the Geod Book, the
Bible—~it should be practised by them.
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My hon. Friend, Mr. Bowman. in his
contribution to this Motion said that the
leader of the Majority Party spoke of only
one side and forgot to mention  that the
Russians were exploiting colonial people.
He mentioned Hungary: but if the hon.
Member had tried to understand what had
happened in Hungary he would have rea-
lized that what the Russians were doing
there was preserving Hungary's independ-
ence, for the people whom the Russians
were tighting against were people who
were out to exploit the people. He failed
to mention what happened and is happen-
ing in the entire African continent.  Some
people change. In this case T am sur-
prised. but time will tell. T am one of
those who feel that the United Nationz,
Belgium. America and England - -ail inem-
bers of N.AT.O.—had agreed to kil
Patrice Lumumba and other leaders of the
Congo.

We saw what happened in India in
the early davs of her struggle.  According
to Mr. Nehru.o Prime Minister of India,
nearly half a million people were killed
when India was fighting for frecdom, We
have seen it in British Guiana in 1937,
We have seen the Elected Members thrown
out of the Government; we have seen
charges  concocted and men placed in
detention camps without doing anyvthing.
These things were done just to please the
exploiters.

The imperialists criticize the ordinary
people. They sav we are rebels. They
say we should allow them to ride on our
backs: but if they are prepared to keep
the ordinary people starving, in misery and
in filth. what else can we do than to rebel
against our masters ¥ This is not a recent
situation, but a situation that existed for
sometime now,  In order to get power.,
they have to ride on the  backs #f the
ordinary people  and when the  people
throw them  off, they take up arms
against them and slaughter them.
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[ am in sympathy with the Congolese
people and T am very sorry at the death
of Lumumba. 1 hope that the United
Nations and the members of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization realize that
the day has come when they  cannot
destroy the national feelings of the col-
oured man any longer. Destreying
Patricc  Lumumba will not destroy  the
Congolese,

I am sure that in the event of another
Election in the Congo. Patrice Lumumba’s
party will be returned with a majority. 1
know that will happen. and T hope that the
people will stand behind his party because
his death has opened the eyves of other
feaders in the world. It has opened their
eves in the sense that they will know what
to expect from those peoples and will be
prepared for them wherever they decide to
destroy them,

Mr. Speaker. 1 beg to support the
Motion moved so ably by the hon., Min-
ister of Trade and Industry, Dr. Jagan.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: 1 must con-
gratulate the Leader of the 3Majority
Party, who has reguested the convening of
a meeting of the Legislative Council for the
purpose of placing on record this Coun-
cil’s condemnation of what took place in
the Congo. culminating in the murder of
My, Patrice Lumumba.

The Leaders of two political parties
have indicated what took place in the
Congo. What happened there will happen
in British Guiana. if Britain does not take
steps to head the breaches here. We know
that Mr. Patrice Lumumba was murdered.
Instead of holding a united meeting in the
hope that the people would move in a cer-
tain wayv. we saw meetings by different
factions tryving to protest in the same wav,
In this country we want to avoid this
“divide and rule policy” that has been
used from time immemorial by the imper-
ialist powers of France. Britain. Holland
and Belgium. They have practised it in
the Congo where the Congolese are dying
and fighting for a myth.
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Britain followed the same practice in
India by setting the Hindus against the
Muslims, and millions of people have been
killed. That is the stage which the Euro-
pcan imperialist powers have set in the
Congo, and it has resulted in the murder
of Mr, Patrice Lumumba, who appeared
to be the man to unite the Congolese.

This Council has met for the purpose
of showing in no uncertain terms that it
protests the death of this great man. Mr.
Patrice Lumumba was a mere human be-
ing: he was born and he had to die, but
he represented a new social order. He
represented a state of affairs where men
could stand against other men; where one
man stood up for his pecople and nation
against the imperial forces that have been
exploiting them and would like to exploit
them under a diffcrent guise. It was a
great change.

When Belgium withdrew from the
Congo, she left 20,000 soldiers behind.
She also left a large number of people be-
hind to see how they could endeavour to
exploit the Congolese, but this great man
who rebelled against the old social order
is what we admire. Since they have made
him a great martyr, the European imper-
ialist powers have realized that their time
in Africa is doomed. As in all other
Colonial territories. they will have to go
back to England and live in a little hole
where they can scarcely find food to eat.
Their markets will be gone, and there will
be no more exploitation.

In Nigeria, still a Colonial territory.
Britain has all of the markets she wishes.
Britzain told France. “As long as vou are
killing Algerians in African territory, vour
planes cannot land here.” God created
men equal regardless of race or colour
and every man should have a decent living.
He never created one nation to exploit
another nation, or one set of people to
be masters over. other people. Mr. Patrice
Lumumba represented the one force in the
way of the Belgians. He did not want
them to control the cconemy of the coun-
try.
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The moment, the Belzians were {orced
to leave the Congo, the immediate reaction
was austerity in Belgium. Why? Because
they could no longer live off the sweat and
blood of the coloured people. It was
Patrice  Lumumba. not Tshombe and
Mobutu, who desired that. They wanted
to live hand and glove with the Belgians.
We want to see independence in our coun-
try based on the equality of the people.
not based on superiority and inferiority. 1
fear the tremendous repercussions the
murder of Mr. Patrice Lumumba will have
in Colonial territerics and wherever col-
cured people are living. It will have tre-
mendous repercussions because it has
shown how the FEuropean imperialist
powers have been continually fighting
coloured people for generations.

While the Europeans have a high
standard of living, the people in the
Congo and colourcd people in other
Colonial territorics arc living in miscry.
While we live in misery, they live in luxury
and happiness. Some people speak of
Russian imperialism. The hon. Member
for Wemerara River (Mr. Bowman) spoke
of Russian imperialism. but now many
Colonial territories are there under Rus-
sian control? TLet us forget the political
side of things for the moment. Where is
the direct control or exploitation of man
toman? As I see it, the theory of man’s
exploiting man’s labour cannot go on
indefinitely. There must be a stop put to
it at some time.

Secondly. I am of the opinton, from
what I have read and what T am still
reading, that it is not so much a matter of
political leaders that hds led to the mur-
der of Mr. Patrice Lumumba. but it is a
matter of political manoeuvring by the
grcat powers—the powers who wanted to
continue with the old idcas in the Congo.
Rooseveldt, Patrick Henry and Abraham
Lincoln stood fer “Liberty or death”™, but
some pzople scem to have degencrated to
the degree where they have joined forces
in Europe today to keep the people in the
Congo and other African territories sub-



1103 Dewth of Mr

[Mer. Jai Narive Sinou]

jected. T am one of the great  admirers
of the U.S.A., but, where condemnation in
an issue like this has to be made, I must
state my view. ILet there be no doubt
about it that the great powers have con-
spired and manoeuvred things and done
great harm to the people in the Congo.
They will soon start a Third World War.

When Japan walked out of the United
Nations in 1932, the whole world was
shocked.  When the U.S A, kept out as
ted China is keeping out today; when
Germany was not allowed te be a mem-
ter of the United Natiens; they were
only setting the stage for war.  When
Mussolini embarked on war in 1936
when the Pope blessed him to kill Afri-
cans, they were setting the stage for war.
The war started in 1939, It was what
Mussolini and others did that caused the
war in 1939.

It will be remembered that in 1936
Mussolini  invaded Ethiopia. but the
nations of the world did nothing about it.
That gave Hitler a chance to show the
League of Nations what a weak body it
was.  The League of Nations no longer
exists today. During the war thirty mil-
lion people were killed. In this very
Chamber we have men who have suffered
in concentration camps. Today men and
nations have no respect for human dignity,
and they are now setting the stage for
the Third World War.

The last war ended with the atom
bomb. The atom bomb is what they will
start with on the next occasion. They
will not start with submarines and guided
missiles.  No country will be safe during
the next war. A country like Britain will
be wiped out in five minutes if atom
bombs are dropped there. Yet. they sit
at the United Nations and conspire against
humanity. T have attended the United
Nations, and T am ashamed at the manoeu-
vring that goes on there. We now have
people with ideas like Patrice Lumumba
who have been fizhting for the freedom
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of nations, right and justice. God is on
their side. People can kill and exploit for
a time. but not indefinitely.

I understand that certain technicians
of the United Nations have already been
ordered out of Africa. What respect can
people have for the United Nations? What
can theyv sayv regarding the behaviour of
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations?

The Member for Georgetown Central
made mention of General Dayal, that he
stood by peacefully  while the great
Lumumba was taken prisoner; that all
these things happened while the troops of
the United Nations stood by quietly.
Troops must carry out the orders of those
who give them. If the Secretary-General,
the executive officer of the United Nations.
has not given his orders correctly. or has
failed to carry out the orders given to him,
then the responsibility must lie at his
doorstep. and when I read of steps being
taken 1o have him removed 1 thought it
was time somebody did so.

The United Nations Organization was
not created for the purpose to which it has
now been subjected.  Great Britain,
France, Belguim and Holland have been
able to persuade the U.S.A. and so con-
trol the number of votes. so that when
matters affecting colonial countries are
raised they are termed internal matters
and therefore cannot be dealt with at the
United Nations, no matter if people in
those countries were being shot at sight.
That is how the manoeuvring takes place
at the United Nations. The great hope
of the world is centred in the coloured
people who have been opwressed for gene-
rations. It is the coloured people who are
now emerging as independent nations. It
iz the voice of those people who know
what is oppression and what is exploita-
tion: who are the master races and who
are the inferior races. That is what is
going to tell in the long run, Either jus-
tice will be done or there will be a mas-
sacre in the world, It is indeed o very
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serious matter, and I fear what the rc-
bound will be.

The death of Lumumba is indeed
tragic—tragic not for himself, because he
was a man who has died as others will.
It is what he stood for and the principles
for which he fought. It is the manoeuvr-
ing of the imperial powers that bothers
people who know that Britain is losing
her colonies but is creating a Common-
wealth, making people feel that they are
independent, but in truth and in fact they
continue to be colonials. Compare India
with China and you will see the difference
—China with over 600 millions and India
with 400 millions still grovelling in the
dirt. India cannot rise because she is tied
up with Britain in such a way that she
has not been able to get out. The whole
world is today afraid of China.

I recently heard a talk on the radio
in which it was said that the U.S.A. was
manoeuvring to keep China out of the
United Nations, but that there could be
no disarmament unless China was inside
the United Nations. The same thing hap-
pened at the League of Nations in 1936.
They could not control Germany because
Germany was the backbone of the League.
Mussolini walked out of the League of
Nations, so I feel that the time is moving
fast when the attitude of man to man must
change. The imperialist powers do not
care or do not seem to realize the change
of time. They are living for the moment.
They do not want to give up what they
have enjoyed for generations, and do not
care what misery they create.

The Belgians left the people of the
Congo practically destitute when they left
ihe country. The Treasury was left empty,
and when the country became independent
there was not even money to pay the
soldiers and the civil servants. Inasmuch
a3 one should condemn, must condemn
and do condemn people like Kasavubu,
Mobutu and Tshombe, and those who
have allied themselves with imperialist
Belgium for the murder of Lumumba, we
cannot forget that the United Nations
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itsell, becausc of its weakness and the
manoeuvring to which it has been sub-
jected, should also be blamed in equal
degre. Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations, is
to be blamed as much as Tshombe and
Mobutu.

No nation and no country can ever
hope to be free as long as it is within the
tentacles of the imperialist system, and it
is only hoped, if we may be able to write
a new charter for the United Nations, that
a much stronger United Nations may be
able to uphold human dignity in all
the colonial territories and semi-colonial
territories. I think it was the President
of Ghana, Dr. Nkrumah, who said that the
only imperialist he could ever trust is a
dead imperialist, because he has been
manoeuvring for generations. That is how
it has been and will ever be. I think it
is an old saying in monarchist countries:
“The King is dead. Long live the King.”
So we say that Patrice Lumumba has been
murdered, but long live Lumumba and his
ideas.

Mec. Fredericks : 1 heartily support
the Motion before the Council and trust
that it will have the unanimous support of
all the Members present. My only re-
¢ret, however, notwithstanding the re-
marks made by the Seconder of the
Motion, is that the Mover, in his peculiar
wisdom, did not see fit to associate with
hiz Motion the brutal shooting of three
trade unionists of Cuba whose only sins
were the promotion of trade unionism in
Cuba.

In these tragic occurrences, separated
thousands of miles from each other in
different parts of the globe, a cardinal
principle of our democratic way of life was
flagrantly violated. One of the greatest
of all freedoms under the English common
law—the freedom to live unhampered by
the Police, to live unmolested, to live free
from intimidation and personal annihila-
tion was transgressed. Irrespective of
whatever may be our personal opinions
about the person or persons involved;
whatever may be the circumstances, we
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must not. we cannot condone violence or
brutality in any form. It is meet, there-
fore, that this Motion should have the
unanimous support of this Council,

There is little doubt that the history
of the Belgiun Congo up to 10 vears ago
was one ol exploitation and repression of
the natives by Beloian capitalism. In 1930
the Belgian Colonial Government intro-
duced claborate and extensive cconomic
mcasures to raise the standard of living
of the people of the Congo.  They built
roads,  hospitals, and  provided
many other facilities in all spheres of the
country’s development. However, there is
one thing that they failed to do. They
neglected to educate the natives for leader-
ship and to be administrators for the time
when they themselves would not be there,
They neglected to train the natives to
assume leadership in their own country.
The result of that was that while there
wits great economic advancement no poli-
tical progress waos made.

schools

Both pelitical and cconomic progress
are absolutely necessary i o country is
to advance in the proper way, but the Bel-
gians made no sincere attemnt at all to
face up to the realities of an independent
Congo within a {few vears.  With the
awakening of African nationalism and the
clamour for independence by the Conzo-
lese leaders, including Mr. Lumumba, the
Belgian Government was forced to act
unwisely and to grant immediate inde-
pendence unconditionally.  In a country
like the Conego. eor for that matter in anv
country similarly placed, the granting of
immiediate  inderendence  wiuthout  the
training and the leadership necessary for
a smooth transition is alwavs very difi-
cult, because indepezndence under such
circumstances oft-times creates more pro-
blems than it can solve,

The situation in the Congo is very
much unlike  that which obhtained in
Nigeria where the British Government
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made a positive cffort to encourage and
train native leadership to take over when =
independence came, with the result that,
ioday, the Nigerian Government 15 o
stable and capable organization qualified
to deal with all the problems that may
arise.

Mr. Lumumba was in the forefront of
the Congolese feaders who clamoured fox
immediate independence, and was  ac-,
cordingly elected the first Premier. While
we may have different opinions as to the
role Mr. Lumumba played in the recent
Congo erisis, we must, and do, regret his'
tragic death: moreso as the ULN, was in
charge and had moved troops into the
country,

%

Whether or not anvoene feels that the
present sitting of this Council has heen
communist inspired; however much we dis-
agree with the remarks made by the hon.
Mover of this Motion as they relate o
the role of the United Nadons; or how-
ever much we were disappointed that no
mention was made of the Russian tanks,
trucks and  “planes  that  assisted My,
Lumumba, yet we cannct condone viplenes
in any form, and we lament the tragic
death or »r. Lumumba.

I agree with the hon. Mover of this
Motion when he said that the happenings,
in the Congo are of particular significance
to us in British Guiana and that we should
learn some sharp lessons £ what s
happening in that country.  We will have
to realize and face up to the fact that
independence is no panacea for all of the
political or economic ills of an undeve-
loped country as this.  Like Tansanvika,
fet us make haste slowly towards inde-
pendence so that like Nigeria, we can
attain  nationhood  with  honour and
with dignity.  Unlike the Congo. inde-

sndonce  for Rrifis e s &
pendence  for British  Guiana  shoulc
usher in the dawn of a new era of hope, ©
of unity and of progress for all the races
of this country.

Mr. Hubbard: Mr. Speaker. we live
in an age in which Vi(rivm:(;“, as a cregd,
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has Dbeen lifted almost to the status of
religion. It is not quite 16 vears since an
abstcmious little Methodist from Mis-

souri, in association with an cqually ab-

stemious little Anglican from London
gave the orders which perpetrated  the

grcatest acts of carnage on non-comba-
tant human beings inat thc world has
cver known. Since that time. cience in
the great nations has been vying, nation
against nation, to perfect the greatest
means of conducting cven greater carn-
age.

Since August 1945 — sincc the
Naga aki and Hiroshimo events—there
have Dbeen many acts of carnage: therc
have been many acts of Drutality by man
arainst man. In this aze veu might al-
most expect us, against the background
of thosc two terrible events, to have ac-
quired so grcat a sense of the blase, that
an act such as the rubbing cut of a patrio-
tic leader like Lumumba should leave us
(juite cold.

The murder of Patrice Lumumba is
significant to me Dbecause it underlines
what I have always felt—that the path to
independence for a people is not an easy
one. The path to independence to control
of a nation’s own affairs by that nation’s
own people is not an casy path. We know
that from our experience in our own lands.
We have had our massacres here, the most
recent being in 1948, and I am not per-
suaded that we will not sce yet morc

. massacres before we scc our own people

-

in control of our affairs. We have trod
this path to indepcndence. We have
rcached the stage wherc incarccration
without trial had become quite com-
monplace. We now live in the -age
where an ugly name is found for every
patriot, and we are at the political point

where ome advance will come to us
this vear.

My friend. the hon. Member for
seorgetown Central. has said that this

vear we will get independence; but, Sir,
all that we have heen promised—and it is
a promise—is that if certain thing hap-
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pen after August, 1961, a conference will
be held, the principic of independence
having been agreed upon. But there is the
longest possible distance between the point
of acceptance cf the principle of indepen-
dence and the conceding of the right of
our people to govern themselves. The
same people who have to presidc over our
destinies until the fact of independence is
conceded, have been associated in one w:y
or another with the management of the
operation in the Congo which has led to
the murder of Patrice Lumumba.
Lumumba was one of those intractable
colonial politicians who would not accept
a shadow for substance. He wanted in-
dependence for his people and he would
take nothing less. The usual method of
dealing with colonial politicians is. first,
to try to buy them. If that fails, yvou trv
to intimidate them; and the last resait is
to rub them out as was donc with Patricc
Lumumba.

I have said that the path to indepen-
dence is a difticult one. Tt is not a path
that every colonial is prepared to tread:
and since in the suborning of a national
movement there is plenty of cash, it is
easy to understand that there will he
colonials. some who have found the road
too hard and others who have refused to
go on the road, ready to act for those whn
will pay them. That is what Tshombe.
Mobutu and Kasavubu have done for the
Belgians and their allies in the Congo.

Across thi Table and at this Table
are people who are walking the road, deter-
minately, to independence and have felt
the heavy hand of reprisal. Somc have
wearied on the way, others are still on the
road. T wonder. as T look around, how
many of those who now sit on the opnosite
side of the Table may be marked down
for the fate of Patricc Lumumba. I do not
know; only time will tell that. But this
1 will say to the opponents of the people’s
struggle for freedom: sclf-interest is a
compelling master. but patriotism is a
slave driver. There will be other Patrice
Tumumbas before all men are free. We
may sec the exccution of some of our own



i Death of Mr.

[{Mr. Hussarp|

patriotic leaders before we ourselves are
free; but, let there be no doubt about it,
we shall he free because as a people we
will it.

Mr. Jackson:  Mr. Speaker, it seems
to me that the Motion which is being
debated today will he passed unanimously,
for it is difficult to conceive of anyone,
knowing the  circumstances,  voting
against i, But it takes an cceasion
like this to bring out fully the extent to
which hypocrisy can be conceived and con-

cealed in the hearts of men. Today we
have listened to  several utterances.
Amongst them is the statement that

“God has made all men equal”. 1 wonder
why it has to take an occasion like this to
make men recognize the fact that all men
are created by God as equal.

In this country there are pesple who
deny the value and truth of that state-
ment which has been made here todav.
We know that, in many instances, some of
the very people who talk about “Gad
making all men equal” have acted to the
contrary.  Wc know that some  people
have threatened to shoot others. because
occasions arose when love came betwesn
two people of two different racial groups.
H God has made all men equal, then why
should  some people believe otherwise?
Some people hold this view: if vou do not
touch my family, you can do as vou lke,

In this couniry the denial of the fact
that God has made all men equal is heing
demonstrated day after day. in this coun-
try there are people who are imperialists -
people who do the same degree of exploita-
tion of their fellowmen as those they con-
demn, It is not that anyone of us agrees
with the exploitation of man by man.
Those who live in glass houses should
never attempt to throw stones.  So when
we come to discuss @ matter of this sort,
we must be very wary when we know that
we ourselves can he accused of a crime of
the same nature.
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Patrice Lumumba has heen brutally
murdered.  Some people would say that
it makes no difference for; though mur-
dered. he lives, for his soirit remains a liv-
ing testimony of his faith and actions. In
Egvpt there are his three children, all of
very tender ages. When they realize and
recollect what has happencd to their father
as they grow older, it is to be hoped that
his spirit will remain with them so that
they, too. will carry on the struggle for
the emancipation of their own people, as
well as people all over the world. from
exploitation and other actions which spring
from the evil hearts of human beings.

It is to be hoped also that they will
he steeled by the realization of what has
happened to their father and not he made
cowards by it.  Acts like this, concerning
which we speak. lead men to higher
thoughts and activities.  When the history
of Patrice Lumumba is written. it is to
he hoped that his sons and daughters will
feel a sense of pride and be moved to a
very high degree of ingpiration.  May thev
hecome great men and women of their

age.

Throughout the course of this debate
we have heard  scveral  expressions of
opinion which, perhaps. were better [ei
unsaid. We have heard that great econo-
mic advancements have  been made by
the Belgians in the Congo. We have heard
that the Congolese have bencfited con-
siderably, but what are those bencfits
worth when you compare them with the
brutalitics which have been perpetrated
for so many years? [ understand  that
while there has been great economic ad-
vancement, there has  been no political
advancement.

Sir, I shall crave your indulgence to
permit me to read an article in the “Voice
of Kamerum™. It is dated September--
October 1950, and I shall read from page
9

Mr. Speaker: 1 hope vou will leave
the magazine with the Official Reporters,



1113 peath of Mr.

because they experience difficulty in get-
ting documents.

Mr. Jackson : 1 shall let the Official
Reporters have the relevant documents,
Sir.

1 quote:

“Morcover (and for us this is the im-
portant thing) if the Congolese are incap-
able of governing themselves, who is to
blirme? Hecause :f after 80 vears of Bel-
gian domination the Congo today has no
capable leaders, we must draw the con-
clusion (and there are no proofs more
striking) that the colonial system is a
failure—something that does not surprise
us, as its purpose is the pursuit of profits
and nothing else.”

When we take this view, we must
conclude that anything which has been
done in the Congo is something which the
people would have been glad to have all
their lifetime. Some people have been
cndcavouring to make it appear that the
trcachery found in some parts of the
world cannot be found in other parts of
the world. In every nation and in every
generation people have becen found who
have been treacherous to their fellowmen.
In India, Indonesia, and Belgium they
have always been found thosc who have
been ready and willing to do the dirty
bidding of other people.

Iet it be recorded that in such cir-
cumstances the selfishness of individuals
is something which must be deplored, for
those who do the bidding of other people
are seeking personal gain of one kind or
another, That is the behaviour and his-
tory of people all over the world, they
allow their own individual desire and
aspiration {o take the place of the
aspirations of the people as a whole and
of mankind as a whole.

It has been said that, in the Congo,
it is Mayal who has been respon-
sible for the failurc of the United Nations
to take the situation well in hand, and so
avoid what has now become the blackest
day in the history of the United Nations.
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It has been said alse that Dayal had to
await orders before he could take action,
but it must be remembered that Dayal
was there as the representative of the
United Nations——he teok the place of Dr.
Ralph Bunche. Therefore he cannot be
excusced for failing to take the situation
in hand, and to prevent what is now re-
corded as one of the most brutal murders
in the history of mankind. Had he been
true in the cause he would have reported
truly, favourably, and honestly to the
United Nations everything that was tak-
ing place. It was his charge and respon-
sibility to see that Patrice Lumumba was
protected against those people who pur-
sucd and murdered him.

it 1s true that when an occasien like
this takes place we sce parallels, make
comparisons, and take steps with a view
to preventing recurrences or repctitions.
It is unfortunate that some people have
wade a statement here this afternoon that
what has happened in the Congo will hap-
pen in this country. It is unfortunate that
men are seeing it in that light. One won-
ders whether they are going to be the
means by which this  will be brought
about; one wonders whether they are

going to be the instruments by which
terrible circumstances and conditions

are going to be breught about in our own
couniry, this country of ours which we
love so very much and so very truly.

I shall ask your permission, Sir, to
nyote again from *“Africa South In Exile”
at page ©5, to show that even though
independence is granted rather reluctantly
to countries which were once colonies,
what has happened to the Congo need
net happen to all of them, and need not
happen to this country in which we live.
I quote:

It would seem that the Belgians were
guilty not of ganting freedom 100 soon,
but of withholding it foo long; of giving
only when they were forced to give, and
then giving without gencrosity or grace.”

So even if in our own circumstances we
are not being given independence as
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quickly as we think we ought to have it.
even if it may be withheld too long and
there is not the gencrosity and the grace
with which it ought to be given, those
circumstances need not bring about the
eoaditions which have been brought about
in the Congo. and which we are today
deploring. T share the view that if the
United Nations had acted as they ought
to have done this would not have been the
result, Therefore, with the Tshombes™ the
Kuasavubus and the Davals must be
joined the United Nations, for they. more
than any other persons or any other group
of people, took on a job but did not do
it as it ought to have been done. They
stand accused and. I say, accused before
the entire world.  This will be the record.
Tt will stand as part of the history of the
Jife ¢f the United Nations. for they have
brouzht about the death of 4 man who
was known for his honesty and his integ-
rity.

Mr. Tasker: 1 had not intended to
speak on this Motion, with which 1 am
in entire agrcement: but having heard
what has been said here this afternoon.
1 would like to speak briefly, if only to
range myself on the side of the liberals
and against the chauvinists. It scems
to me that the horrors of the Congo—
and 1 am thinking no less of the deaths
by starvation than of the deaths by
weapons——go very much deeper than the
death  of  Mr. Lumumba. What Mr.
Lumumba’s death has done is to shock
the world with the cnormity of the hor-
rors that are being perpetrated in the
Congo, and a large portion of world opin-
ion is now mobilising itself in a vigorous
demand  that something should be done.
The tragedy. of course. was that a similar
amount of world opinion could not be
mobilized azainst hunger and death by
famine.  But this is human nature.

The degrading and apparently sordid
civcumstances of this man’s death have
at last succeeded in shocking a large num-
ber of the world’s population. This s
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cood, but I do not think 1t is good cnouzh
just to talk about the evils of imperialism
—-from either East or West—or of the
United Nations.  Surely it goes much
deceper than that.  Members have spoken
this afternoon as though the situation in
the Congo had been a straichtforward
proposition with which the United Nations
could have dealt with ecase. Not a word
has been said of the appalling lack of com-
munications in a still barely federated
tribal society., where man is set against
man for tribal and racial reasons.  The
Congo is a big country, where, as in
Nigeria, all the people go not even speak
the same language: and in Nigeria. uniil
a few vears ago, the intellicent observer,
the honest observer wuld have thought
it would be impossible to bring ab-ut a
federation of such a disparity of peoples.
language, culture and religion.

This seems to me to have a lesson
for British Guiana: that in similar circum-
stances you cannot expect anyvthing less
than cxtrems actions to maintain  what
passcs for order. On top of everything
clze. there was no administration.  >urely
we in British Guiana have some concept
of what it means when we see an Admin-
istration breaking down.  You cannot
overnight remove the hecad of an cxisting
Administration and expect the trunk to
function.  Probably. in those circum-
stances, it would have required a man of
superhuman  talents,  surrounded by a
cgroup of imaginative and highly efficient
people, to have brought anything out of
the chaos that was bound to result: or
clse it would have required a totalitarian
approach which, no doubt. some people
would have preferred. and whichy no
doubt, would have been on the surface
highly successful.  Law and order, so-
called, would have been restored.

What happened? For the first time,
the United Nations was called upon to do
a unique job, a job which it had never
bheen asked to do before, and which, so
far as I know. is certainly not written
into its Charter, I hope ane day the his-
tory will be written of the United Nations’
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work. the work of the technical agencies
and the specialist agencies working in the
Congo during these last tragic months.
Unfortunately, however, the United
Nations was asked to do a great deal more
than that, and I think we should re-
cognize squarely that it was not equipped
to do the job.

Is it, as someone has suggested, be-
cause the wrong man, or his personal re-
presentative in the Congo, was in charge
at a moment of extreme crisis: or because
the pressures and the tensions in the
United Nations itself are such that we are
asking the impossible of any chief execu-
tive 1o carry out the declared policy of
that world body? So often has this world
body failed to stand behind the instruc-
tions given to its chief executive. 1 sug-
gest that the real problem is that the
United Nations. like every other institu-
tion in the world today, bears the strains
of a society in ferment. And these things
are going to happen more frequently from
now on. } do not mean things like the
murder of Lumumba in the Congo. |
mean the problems of emergent countries,
and the contlicts between countries, which
cannot be resolved except by wisdom and
forbearance.

My only regret is that this Motion
does not include a prayer for the future
of the United Nations, because that seems
to be the one vital thing needed today.
{Laughter] 11 1 seem to amuse one of
the Members on the other side of the
Table. 1 can assure him I do not intend
to do so: but if he is amused, T will leave
it at that.

Dr. Jagan: Sir, I have requested the
Minister of Natural Resources, to reply
on my behalf.

Tha Minister of Natural Resources
(Mr. Benn): Sir, I shall not be long if
yvou will permit me to reply, at this time,
to the observations of certain hon. Mem-
bers on the other side who spske to this
Motion. Some filled me with disappoint-
ment and the last speaker filled me with
amusement,
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It has been suggested that there
should be a prayer for the United Nations
in the Motion. Well, the United Nations
Organization, from what the hon. Minister
of Trade and Industry has read this after-
noon, has not carried cut the mandate
which was given to it by the Security
Council; and if the United Nations Organ-
ization is to remain with its constitution
as it Is, with the same persons in the Secre-
tariat who are only tools of Western---let
me not use the word “imperialists”, but
let me use the words—“monopolists’™ and
“big business”, then no prayer on earth
can save it, for it will fall like a pack
of cards.

The next point I make is to refer to
the confusion of thought of the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Fredericks, and
the hon. Member for Demerara River who
could not have missed the analysis of the
situation given here both by the mover
and seconder of the Motion. For people
to talk as they did, is a great disappoint-
ment to this Council and a great pity
on the occasion of such an important -
debate. To say that Patrice Lumumba
was o tool of the communists and, there-
fore, there should be less pity, to speak of
communism in this context, is, 1 would
say, carrying one’s jokes too far.

The hon. Member for Georgetown
Central reminded the anti-communists in
this Council that Patrice Lumumba ap-
pealed to the West—he went to New York
first——and he did not get assistance; but
the hon. Members, especially the hon.
Member for Demerara River has to cloak
himself in a new guise to zuit those whose
whims he is serving today——those who
believe in big business, wha will like to
aoannate the lifeblood of the country and
who have dominated the Ifcblood of all
colonial territories.  So that those who
are afraid of the word “imperialists”, let
me repeat—-"big business” and “economic
dynamism™.

Cne hon. Member said that one of the
cardinal principles of the English law iz
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that one should not he subjected to police
persecution. The hon. Member must have
read of the spying by the Police a few
months ago on the People’s Progressive
Party’s office, tryving to bribe the office
secretary.  He did not talk about cardinal
principle for the Cuban Government or
the Congolese Government, hut he talked
about it for British Guiana. Some of them
are mouthpieces for big business so they
have fallen into this confusion on such
an important Motion as this.  Some of
them are so accustomed to stooping that
they have forgotten the art of standing
straight.  [Laughier.}

One hon. Member spoke of the ques-
fion or attempted to discuss the question
of the difficulty in the Congo and men-
tioned “tribalism.”  Well, they tried the
same thing in Ghana. They wanted to
use the chiefs as tools because they
wanted to set up separate territories,
They wanted to divide the country into
small pieces, but the will of the Ghanaian
people was against it and they are deve-
loping a strong country. Tt is not only
tribalism, Tribalism cannot be divorced
from any other related problem in Alfrica.
H the hon. Members understood the Min-
ister of Trade and Industry they would
have realized that it was caused by “big
business’-the “monopolists™---NATO. All
the tribal problems are made worse by
“big business”™ who want to keep the peo-
ple in these tribal countries in backward-
ness, for the purpose of exploitation.

[ shall refer, now, to Mr. Dayal, the
Personal Representative of the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. We, per-
haps, did not read the same thing, hut 1
remember that Mr, Dayal was so hated
by the Belgians, Tshombe of Katanga.
and Mobutu, that they demanded ol the
United Nations that he  should be  re-
moved, As a matter of fact, he sent a
very strong report describing the troops
of Mobutu as “a mob”. So I was sur-
prised to hear that Mr. Dayal stood pussy-
footing, as one hon. Member said, and not
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trying to help the situation. Mr. Daval
was not carrying out the wishes of this
august bady. They tried to do the same
thing in China, but the Chinese were too
much for them and they had to run out

Unfortunately.  sufficient  friendly
nations were not near enough to the Congo
to give the people the necessary assistance.
otherwise the U.N. Forces would have had
to run from the Congo as they did from

Korea. This is not an occasion for guar-
relling. This is a sad and serious occasion

when we should look at the problems
that have arisen in this country as a re-
sult of the intervention of persons who
want to live forever on the sweat and
blood of the peoples of Africa. Indeed.
Africa is going to be the last resting place
-~ the last bastion for the Colonialists
and Imperialists.

As the hon. Minister of Trade and
Industry has mentioned, the Resolutions
that were passed at Colombo, Accra, and
Addis Ababa by the African and Afro-
Asian  countries on the question of
Colonialism, show quite clearly that a de-
finite stand is going to be taken to get
those who want to live on the working
class  out of the country. In Latin
America they are running. and they are
going to run faster from Africa,

Some of us have mentioned a few
traitors who have been shot. TLord Haw-
Haw was a traitor, and 1 believe he was
hanged. Whether you hang them or shoot
them vou can still execute them. [ hope
hon. Members will not try to waste time
by bringing in other issues. The situation
demands a Resolution such as the one put
before this Council by the hon. Minister
of Trade and Industry. T should like to
mention that Government is very grateful
to those hon. Members who have sup-
ported this Motion without hedging or
bringing in irrelevant and cxtraneous
matters.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker : The Motion is carried
unanimously,
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ADJOURNMENT Mr. Speaker:  Hon. Members, the
Council is adjourned to a date to e fixed.
The Chief Secretary: 1 beg to move
that this Council do adjourn to a date to Council  adjourned accordingly, af
be fixed. 5.20 pm.
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