1,573 Members Present.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

THURSDAY, 1ST MARCH, 1951.

The Council met at 2.00 p.m., His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles
Woolley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E, M.C,,
President, in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The President, His Ixcellency the
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley,
K.CM.G.,, OB.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. Gutch, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary and

Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.M.G,,
C.B.E.
The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E,

(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George-
town North).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. V. Roth, (Nominated).

The Hon.
nated).

T.T. Thompson (Nomi-
The Hon. Capt J. P. Coghlan (Dem-
erara River)

The Hon.
Demerara).

D. P. Debidin (Eastern
Tlie Hon. J. Fernandes (Georgetown
{Central).

The Hon. Dr.
Demerara).

C. Jagan (Central
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The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North Western
District).
The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated).

The Hon. J.
South)

Carter (Georgetown

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated).

The Hon. L. A. Luckhoo (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday, the 28th of
February, 1951, as printed and circulated,
were taken as read and confirmed.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE.
The FINANCIAL SECRETARY and

TREASURER laid on the table the
follewing :—
Supplementary Estimate for the

guarter ended 31st December, 1950.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY and
TREASURER gave notice of the follow-
ing motion :—

That, this Council approves of the
supplementary estimate for the quarter

ended 31st Decembr, 1950, which has
been laid on the takle.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES

Postan, TELEGRAPH & TELEPHONE
REGULATIONS.

Mr. DEBIDIN gave notice of the
following motion :—

WHEREAS the Honourable the
Colonial Secretary at a meeting of the
Fourth Legislative <Council of the
Colony of British Guiana at the Third
Session, 1950-1951, held on the 4th of
January, 1951, purported to lay on the
table the following documents :—

(1) Post Office (Telegraph) (Amend-
ment) Regulations 1950 (No. 25
of 1950).
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- Notice of Motion.

The Parcel Postags s (Great
Britain, MNorthern  Ireland and
ceyond and HWL Forces) Regu-
lations: Wo. 32 of 1650

The- Post Office . (Telegraph)
(Amendment No. 2y Begulations,
No. 34 of 1850

The Telephone Hegulations, No
35 of 1950,

5} Order in Cotunetl No. 47 of 1850,

conde ander seetion 18 (2 and
i7 of the Post and Telegraph
Ordinance, Uhapter 185,

ong were: not printed and
§5 Members in Counci] at
tive of the alleged laying over, and

:only done in February, 1951,
cil was in recess

WHEREAS it is fthe clear
of the governing ‘and em-

sdation with respect io
Hegulatiopg thal the said
hould be eiroulated to the
Council immediately after
over so as to enable them,
ry, o £ 2 the Hegulations

ANy

wideration and
- the Council within g
£ 21 days from the date

BE IT RESOLVED that the afore-
. Begulations be deemed to have
sffectively Iald over as on the

1 y E ; 4 1 -
dafe of the resuwmplion of Council on
the 28th of T

wuary, 1951 ;

W ¥

D BE YT FURTHER RESCLVED-—
That the aforesaid Regulations
Na, 25 of 1980 be andulled and
that ~the Regulations revoked
toereby continue to be in foree.
That' the -aforesaid  Regulations
No. 32 of 18950 be annulled and
made void,

That the aforesaild Regulations
No. 34 of 1950 pe annulled and
that  the Regulations reyoked
thereby continue fo be in foree
That Regulation 28— 31
inelusive and schedule Db o of
the siovesaid Bepulations No 35
of 1950 ax further amended by
regulations  laid - over on the
table on the 28th of February,
1951, be annuiled and be of no

3

. and that sl previous
dationsannulled theveby

sontinue to be in force.

That the aforessid Order in
Chounell © Mo, 47 of 1950  he
annulied.
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ORDER ©OF THE DAY
BILALS — First Reading
- On motions by the ATTORNEY
GENERAL seconded By the COLONIAL

SECRETARY the following Bills were
read the first time == )

A Bill dntituled.  “An . Ordinance
further 10 amend the Cattle
Stealing  Prevention Ordinance
with respect to the branding of
cattle,” ’

A Bl intifuled  “An  Ordinance

turther to amend the Bakeries

(Hours of  Work)  Ovdinance,
19467
A Bl intituled . “An. -Ordinance

to  promote the egtablishment

and  development of certain
indistries”
A Bill  intituled “An Ordinance

further to ameng the Transport
and Harbours Ordinance,. 1931,
with respect fo the revenue of
the Department,”

A Bill  intituled -~ “An - Ordinance
further fo amend the Pensions
Ordinance 1983, with respect to
the pensions of public officers
who have service as teachers.”

A Bill  intituled  “An  Ordinance
o oencourage  the establishiment
or development of industries in
the colony and to make pro-
vision for relief from income tax
to  persons - establishing or
developing such . indusiries ang
for purposes incidenta] ty or con-
nected with anv  of the fore-
golng . purposes ; ‘and 1o make
provisiop for relief from income
tax in ald of esrtain industries
and the provision of workmen’s
homies.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a} PusLic SERVICES ENQUIRY.
(b} Privary Epucation Poricy.
The ' PRESIDENT addressed  the
Council as fllows e

Honourakle Members,

Before we proceed  fo  considera-
tion of ‘the draft estimates Head by
Hegd, there are two announcements I
" should like fo make which are, 1 think,
relevant fo the debate which has taken
place -on the budget. The firgt iz in
regard to the Public Bervices and the
second in regard fo primary education

iy the Colony and our poliey thereanent,




1,577 Primary Educetion.

‘Pupric Services ENQUIRY.

As to the Public Serveies, you will
recollect that the Salaries and Wages
Commission in their final report pub-
lished in October last stated that they
had been unable to undertake a com-
prehensive enguiry into. the Public
Service though ‘thev. considered it
necessary.  They accordingly recom-
mended that a single individual with
the necessary experience and capacity
be apeointed to enguire into and make

recommendations’ on - the existing
administrative structure, efficiency;
personnel and conditions of employ-

ment (sther than remuneration) in the
Public Service, as well as recruitiment,
sualifications and training of candidates
for entry thereto. You will also recol-
Jeet that the Fletcher Cost f Living
Committee in its ‘report of the 3#ih
November last aiso recommended that
the possibility of increasing efficiency
and economyv in the Government
Service by the introduction  of
modernised methadg and mechanisation
should be explored. Quite apart from
these recommendations. a number of
Honaurable Members in the course of
the budget debate pointed out the need
for action of the kind made in these
ecommendations, having regard moare
partieularly  to the colony’s present
financial position and  the increasing
cost of the Administration. I only wish
to say at this stage that I am satisfied
tnat such action is desirable, and that

T have already taken steps to eneuire
horr the “Secretary of State whether
we can obtain the services of a high
ranking expert to enquire into tho\o
mdﬂe“* and preferably one from His
Majesty’s  Treasury © in  the United
Kingdom. - The necessity ang value of
o\pc?ts of this kind with experience
not onlv of organisation in Government
departments but also in the largest
panking and commercial concerns has
already been proved, and so much s9
that there are now, I understand, one
or two of thLm pcm‘ndnentw attached
to His jesty’s Treasury. . I hope to
hear shortly whether such an xpcxt
can be made available, and i so I
shall of course scek the pri for approval
ot this Couneil to appointment.

PRIMARY EDUCATION — POLICY
As Yo the second guestion namely,
the probdem of primary education and
the policy to be adopted. I have decided
to seb up ‘a representative commitiee
awith the following lerms of reference :
“to enquire into and repori on the
present - and  future cost- of prinary
education in the colony dand to make
recommendations as oo future  poliey
with respect o the provision  of
schools and teachers having v
to the expectation of a

Leestatve Councrn.

“heavy  inerease in the

Policy. 1,578
enroimeno  of

y S iL.‘s
resourees of

pupils and - with particy
the pmspe(nve financial
the colony”,

immittee the
lopment cand
tion has  been good
at  our di&‘p sal t"m‘»
- Nicol, his Edu
I would pm{ms@.
w ilingness to serve,
the Commitiee

QA .
Ag Clalrman of t

Co pmm}u ot the. De

Wei fare

(&) mhbers  of the “Legis:

opy Committeg on

) the -~ Hon.

/ rnan - of {he

Commiit eel, the Hon T. T.

Thompson - and the Hon  DoOP.
Dehidin.

(b} The three Chairmen  of the

Elementary  School  Governing
Hodes  of  the Church  of
fngland, ~ithe Roman . Catholie
Chm(h and the Chureh  of
Scatland,

(¢} The President and Vice-Presi-
dent = of #he B.G. Teache
Assoriation,

(¢y The Commmissioner of  Local
Government.  the  Director of
Educz 1, the Deputy Financial

_Seere the

Headimistress of
3 ) *h’7 ‘1 : fm"

an enguiry
s - to the very
same, hup ny develop-
’maly cdumt(m which has
in- ish Guiana during
vears, ghid - the pro-
i se in the number
attending schoel, and,

© s or no littie concern to us, the
very heavy eased cost which this
¢xpansion In primary edgeation has
mwahed and 1 involve, with our
asing  popul g, The
n. for education In  the
es nm\f before you exc eeds
per anrigm, m ‘a
19 mil

budget ni jusat
0‘ total anni
gmd n“ I 1

aver

recurrent o\pcnd i ire tthat 18
a tod e mm’[ watch. The rapidly
increa ueation
British Guiana, @ principle izom "x:'m
we must not depart. il
Hsed when I tell wm
nditure  in 10247
‘ c lw” mu;z{

n Waé

ed with
I have
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~ figure is bound 1o increase vear by

year by what I might eall’ nommal
. annual aceretions. I %hm;ﬂd make it

elear that the figures I have guoted

do not include capital grants made to
us under the Colonial Dewlﬁpmemt and
Welfare Act, which in the past few
_years have amounted to some $1,000,000
lor education purposes, and the i;uik of
which has already been spent.  These
grants have, as vou know,-been used
Cmpainly for new schools, bul we must
vealise that every new scheol building
we put up means no little addition to
our  anpually recurrent expenditure.
These are some of the considerations
which have ‘led me to appoint this
Committee which will, 1 hope, prove
to be very useful fo us in seeking a
solution 1o the difffcult problem which
confronts. us,  and the magnitude of
which wﬂi be still elearer to you and
to the public when T tell you that i
ig expected that the school rolls will
increase by a minimiun of 15,000 in the
next four vears, and 20,000 in the next
five years

W

ESTIMATES, 1951

LECISLATURE.
The Counecll resolved itself info
Commitiee o to congider - the  drafl

Estimates for 1951 and the Report vf the
Finance C()n‘im {tee thereon.

Mr. DEBIDIN D May 1 ask whether
the recommendations made by the Finanece
Comanittee under this head have been
implemented, or whether they will be
given consideration and implemented: in
the near fulure?

The CHAIRMAN + To
mendations doss  the
vefer ¢

what - recom-
hon. . Mewibey

, Mr. DEBIDIN : I refer to the recom-
mendations with respeet o additional
concessions to Members of the Council
in the vperformance of their duties. I
'(wmi& rather not itemize them, because
'I do. n@i’ waﬂi the C"{}umﬁl to emer up’m

: just ’me io %muw w&rhethév
mmﬁm't mt&mﬁs %;:3 implement them.

The ﬂﬂﬁiﬁm&“ﬁs{ 1 cannot give the
. Member an answer to that guestion.
* The matter has been . mﬁmgi’st to my
n@ﬁsee anfi it will re 4&@& due congidera=-
~ tion. I should think thal it would have

- Maren 1, 1051,
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been betier if a guestion of that kind
had been brcugkt up in open Council

1 understang it has been suggested that
emb rx should be allowed free postal
facilities, free travelling on the rallways,
and ncome fax free allowaneces. - Those
sve big cuestionz, as the hon. Member
Enew They nhuve heen brought to my
not e and  Government - will - consi

them, - I amake no promise whatm@wr

one other
raise with
of voters,
or three

Dy JAGANY There iz
point whi c/h Trwould like to
referance the ¢ 3!
I know mdt during the past two
years 0o provision  was  made, angd no
dates “have been fixed for the revision
of the woters lsts and the inclusion of
ﬁz.‘:mnm :‘otm. it was suggested  in
] ; mynittes - that  Government
shopld @M%ﬁd the neriod this vear from

gl

e mwonth - th three mounthas. for the
ion of the list of voters. and the
stration of new volers
The CHAIRMAN 1 w:;rwm the

hon Member’s point ‘but we hive har}

the Constitution Comm! o here, and

what the franchise will be in the light
of thelr recommendations T am not sure.
owill, of eowmse, involve g complete
re-registration; apart from  the annual
registration of voters. We do not want
to svend  time on g revision of  the
register wheh may bs com :

date when ke Cor @m‘tumm Comy 5
itg rec ﬂﬁm&,ﬂd

reports, assuming  that
tion are adopted.

My,
Meamber

ROTH I believe what the hon
is referring to s the short
of time allowed the public to
as . voters.  The malter was
memmmd i Finance Commities, and as
far as my recollection goes the hon. the
Financial Secvetary undertook to bring
it to. Government’s potice. It d¢ not a
on . ¢f resmuking the lst but of
giving  the publie 2 longer thme 1o
register as voters '

The CHAIRMAN : I think that is a

point that should be considered.

Head T — Legislature ~-

: , approved
as printed al $584,700. :
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AGRICULTURE.
Mr. DEBI®IN : Uneer 1ais head 1
to scek the earliest gpportunity to
10 a letter by Ml‘ H. P. Bayley.
Manager of the B.G. Rice Marketing
i} L dated ’3C»cmbc 9, 1930, addvessea
to hc Colonial Becretary, which has been
circitlated to Members of thiz Council.
In paragraph 3 of that letter Mr. Bayley
writes :
“I am to point out, however, that

an inerease of one cent per pound in
the export prices was recelved fron:
Barbac Trinidad and the Lesward

Islands as recently as in April, 1950,
and in the light of the information
i he time of those negoatia-
onsidered that a further

this stage avould meet

with dittle success.”

The letter refers to a motion which
was passed by a majority of the Members
of this Councii — a majority which on
that acecaslon comprised the elected bloe,
with perhaps one or two exceptions,
while the oppoesition consisted of the
Nominated  Moembers and the Official
Member I have a x*ccord of the
divisic h oshows cleariy what took
place on that oceasion. It is a “matter
for greai vegret that where the highest
body iIn this land arrived al a decision
affected  the awvell being of the
community and one of the most
impartant induste in this Colony, we
find that that decision has been over-
vuled, disregarded and treated with the
greatest contempt by what I regard as a
subordinate body. The Rice Marketing
Board has been ercated by Statute which
was passed by this Legislative Council,
and has arvogated to itself the extreme
power and contemptuous attitude to brush
aside a resolution of this Council which
directed that body to do certain things.
I should have expected that the Board,
or the v, would

sovernment of the Colong
have fransmitfted for their information a
copy of the Council's resolution to cach
0of the contracting Governments foy the
supply 2f rice from  this Colonv. At
least that courtesy should hava been paid
to-this Council.

T must recall what took place in this
Couneil when that resolution was passed.
On o that oceasiors - the hon. Nominated
Member, My, W. J, Raatgever, the Chair-

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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mmancof the Rice Marketine d, made
se =i certain remarks i ofhis Couneil
izh tended fo show that ho ma’tod the
it very Ughtly, He did nof corétder it
important at all. It is fhercfore a matter
comment that the very body  over
el he ides should have come £7 a
conelusion, which scems to have carried

out that general original intention ox-
pressed in this Council of treating fhe
motion with contempt. It is a swmus

matier, a matter in which the inhabita
and rice-growers of British Guianag have
every right o stand up and lake duc
coard of the happenings of Governmesni
not oniy in the functiens of the Execu-

¥

five Council but in subsidiary  bodics
like the Rice Marketing Board, and to
call a halt to their very undemoeratic

way of handling the fortunces and w .
of the people, which matier so much in
the Colony's cconomic progress.

S, it must be  patent  frem  this
letler that the revision of prices will be
operative from 1952, and at the time
when that motion was passed th was

period before then - a
12 months, to e precise
a matier of 14 {4 15 months—within which
th's Colony might be deprived of what
it iz entitled 10 and that is an increasz
of the export price. It is to my mind
cedingly specious  argument for the
Manager or the Board to say that becatze
we are going to negotiate soon the prl
mn 1952 we should not let the contracting
Colonies know that this Colony is anxious
to have immediately an increase of price
during the preseat term of the contract.

a considerable
pericd of over

&

I remamber vightly the motion did say
{that the circumstances were such follow-
ing on Devaluation ‘as  to make our

Colony legaliy entitled to treat the con-
iract as it for review. The circumstances
nade it reasonable for a furthar increase

of the price and to have the level of our

export price Jerought up to the average
world market price. We did not intend
that to be in 1952, but to be then in 1950
and during the year 1951, Beeause we
are going to negotiate a new contract in
1952 is no reason why we should not get
a belter price in 1851 or the world
market price as the contract suggests
when ithe venewal of the contract cones
on in 1952, It seems to me thal what has
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been done hére smounts to the grossest
¥ not only to this Council but to the
ole of this Colony, 1 regard it as some-

éiun;z ‘*;f’i?th nel only demands that the
R ng Boord be abolished and
5 new ,Zmi‘z'i;’}hi}e‘i},’ be setoup,  but o that
wvery man there be told where he should

- go.

oo My, FERNANDES: As Chairman of
the Rice Markeling Board I would lik=
to veming the hon,  Member of a . few
fagts. I was not in the Colony at the thme
cihis motion was passed in this Council
emd therefore, T am not going to join
sue with hive on that, bot ¥ would just
ke to remind him @%m.i; the Rire Market.
& Board is not a body that is sub-
ordinate to this Council. It is a statutory

body. He is guile correct in saying that
“vou, . Bir, have the right to appoint a

Yarge number of its members — one-
half of the members of the Board — but
he forgol to say that the Rice Producers’
Association through its Couneil has eight
embers also on that Board and, I take
for granted, that when this mmm wis
Hseussed by the Rice Marketing Board
se members, who werg maﬁy repre-
itives of the rice industry and not
i cs, had their say. 1

was  discussed, though 1 have not
secked up on it as I had no idea 1

uld have had to speak on this subject,
was a majority of them present. It
gutle an easy matter for any Member
shis Council to stand here and say “Get
v prices, the world market price”. Tt
unds very niee and, perhaps, reads
o e the newspape But we were
sund by a legal contract, and that con-

zotiations which took place
o ago for the Increase of
price by one cont per Ib, T want to
ure my friend that everyihing had to
done o get even that small increase.
m - absolutely ceriain that, when Mr.
m&v said in his Istter that it would not
wsible for us io get a Turther
w5, be was speaking the truth,

care aneeting Trinidad, Barbades
: s to the csmf:uct, in
t;mg i }%{arc:h, ahout the
this month, to negotiate

Mancu 1, 1951,

‘e gt the end of 1851 1 took.

:égﬁi{?gimm.' 1,584
Prices fuz 1952 1 am vexy sorry that it
i 1 Cand R will not be proper
for us to have the services of my goud
friend. the hon. Member fgr Bastern
Demerara, ab that conference, so htat he
will be able to see exactly how difficult
it is 16 get the things he speaks of so
easily and glibly here 1 want also fo
mention that at the last negotistions we
had subsequent to Devaluation we tried
to get an increase of one cent per Ib,
dating from January of last vear and we
fasled. We could only get it from April,
except in the case of Barbados who agreed
to pay us the increase on the stocks of
rice on hand and not vet sold. In the case
of Trinidad they said thev c¢ould not do
it beecause it would mean an increase in
their subsidy; in the case of the Wind-
ward Islands they refused to give that
inerease and today they ave getiing their
rice one cent cheaper than the other con-
{racting parties.  There was nothing we
could do. We have argued that contract
at length. 1T would just Like 1o vemind
Members of thig’ Council that a contract
insome vlaces is something io be hon-
oured when ‘it turns out in their favour
and to be dishonoursed when it firms out

1o be against them. I can assure vou, Sir,

if Members of this' Couneil think that
way the good mname of British Guiane
would not last very long. Since T have
gob up to answer the hon, Member I see
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Raat-
gever, ‘who was Chairman of the Board
during my - absence, has  arrived and,
perhaps, he may want to say sc;mcthm“

Mr. DEBIDIN : I object to the state=
ment which has been made. Throughout
the debate of the motion and even
today T have said nothing to suggest that
I am urging that the contract with the
confracting Colonies should be dishon-
oured. I think it was clearly get out in
the preamble that intervening eauses are
so compelling, and I even said that by
legal argument causes not cmntemplmeé
by the contractors in thal particular
agreement were such ag to make them
aware of the circumsiances and, therve-
fore, were such as to eall for a review

o4 the eontract or agreement. If not
legally, at  least morally it would

be competent to have a review 1o
bring the price up as much as possible
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o ihﬂ avmz*gge mm"*ﬁ maﬂrei price. T am
not for one moment suggesting that this

Culony should besmirch its fair name by’

willy-nilly breaking the contract with its
Sister (“umm%g It iy wrong to  say I
stggest that, The wzcumstaﬁc% are per-
fectly clear, This Colony would not have
been in the throes of great anxlety to
balance 115 Budget had this Colony been
receiving the proper price for ifs rice
It would have had by the increase $7
million more for ifs national income.

 Mr. ‘LM& I am glad to hear that cer-
tain members of the Board are going in
March to discuss prices. I sincerely hope
they will come back and report fo the
Board, and the Board will give the Rice
Producers’ Associgiion an opportunity to
discuss the prices they have arrived at

entatively

Dr. JAGAN: With reference to this
‘discussion which has been taking place
on the gueston of rice, T would like to
make a few comments here.. The hon.
Member for Esseguibo River (Mr. Lee)
stated that when this new agreement ——

§

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: May I interrupt as I do
not want it to go on record as coming
from the lips of Members that there is
1o be 8 new contract, This agreement does
notexpire in 1951, What is  going 1o
happen is an opportunity for reviewing of
prices. This contract exists and il is a
very valuable contract, because i imposes
the right fo  supply over an extended
period at a higher price.. 1 hope we will
not go on-speaking of the eXpiving con-
tract and - negotisting a new  contraet,
becguse that 75 not the case at all

Dro JAGAW: While that may be so,
(is nevertheless true that the first term
the contract will come to an end at
end of  this year and that new
gotiations arve o take plage for the
to dmm df the contract, Dealing with
s, 1f the prices arve not satisfactory
¢ Board it certainly follows that the
d can refuss to enter into the agres-
< to continue - the agreement.
we want to split halrg and le
pne or twe agreements, let us
ar on what we arve talking about.

Lmrsmm ﬂwmm

tion which has been

‘zs;g;awie‘:;zgfsm ,;zé%ﬁ

Thn gﬂ
G&f’dliwﬂﬂ m‘g& iu ?jw ary mefi
to the Colony and, i not vmzﬁéﬁ ;
Board is free to abrogate that coftract.

 Mr. FERNANDES: To a point of
correction! That is nol correct. The hon

WMember  has  studied thizs contract at
length and - should know “that 15 not
correct. All that the Board can do angd

witl do if  there is a disagreement on
prive, 18 io send the matler to arbiira-
tion. Arbifration - comes in- whers the
price iz lower than the price those Islands

can  obtain  elsewhere. The extended
period gives us the vight o supply

the imported quentities of  vics  those
markets need if we can supply, but we
can supply any portion of it that we can
have, It is very simple, "i‘}m hzm “@mh@r
knows that an arbib g there,
He knows thers can ;,f« a0 &b}{:‘“aii@fi of
the contract except; as 1 said  before

British Guiana wants to lose her good
name. '

£

Mr, LEE: I.do not know, Jbu I think,
if 1 vemember righily, the contract sava
the least price British Gulara can gel s
the min mum world price. I am not speak-
ing of arbitration, but the arbitvation can~
not go below the minimum world price.
When the guantity agreed on iz cupplied
and there is any suz#g:m,m, then there will
be bargaining on  the price {or  that
surplus, ;

th

The FINANCIAL HECRETARY &
TREASUREXR. The hon, Membor swould
agree there is owie 2 lot to be arbitrated
on, The avgument as to whas is' the
minimura world price, thers 8 b enty of
scope for disagreement on fust that.

Dy, JAGAN: T am glad for the corree-
given abour thig
arbitration committee which will have to
be set up i case theve is a disagresment,
What s pussing through my mind ot ihe
present time is the necessity fora revision
of the Rice Marketing Booard Ordinanee
It dy true,  as the hon. Member  for
Georgetown Central gays, this Counell haw
no jurisdiction over the Rise w’ﬁ:ﬁrkeﬁnw
Board because it is a statulory body. Bu

I feel the *ﬁime has  come  when d*m
Ordininee raust be amended. We have had
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a very long debate on this issue and, I
think, the sooner Government gets down
to this matter the quicker the people
themselves will be satisfied as to the
workings of the Board and the develop-
ment of the rice industry as such. There
is also the question of the revision of the
Ordinance dealing with the Rice Pro-
ducers’ Association, and I hope, Sir, that

matter will also receive immediate
attention by Government. There is one
item n these Estimates — item 29 —

“Establishment of a Farm Institute for the
Eastern Caribbean, $41,241” — which, I
notice, is going to be the subject of a
spec:al motion by the hon. the Financial
Secretary

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: Since we have reached
that Head, may I remind hon. Members
that what we are seeking this afternoon
is to adopt the recommendation of the
report  of the Finance Committee,
yet I shall invite the attention of
Members to the fact that there is
a specific’ motion of which I gave
notice yesterday. It seeks to invite the
Council to participate in the scheme and,
if they agree, to meet the cost as part of
our services. That, I think, is the best
procedure. It allows further scope for a
special debate.

Dr. JAGAN: Does that mean this item
is being taken out of this Head?

The CHAIRMAN: The Head is for
approval as amended in Finance Com-
mittee!

Dr. JAGAN: Thank you. There is one
other point I would like to make, and that
deals particularly with the question of an
agricultural policy. At a recent meeting
which was held only last month — the
East Coast Central Canefarmers’ Com-
mittee meeting — it was suggested that
the people of Nabaclis-Golden Greve
want to convert their food crops culiiva-
tion into cane cultivation, and the Agri-
cultural Officer of that District has
recently written a report advising against
this conversion. But where the difficulty
comes in, Sir, is that the people of this
area have been suffering regular losses
from year to year through floods, and
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because it is a known fact that sugar cane
can -withstand gwater for a longer
period of time than ordinary
vegetable crops, those people have now
come to the conclusion that possibly the .
best thing to do is to convert their pro-
vision lands into cane cultivation. The
Agricultural Officer has adviszsd that this
is really a dangerous policy, and I agree
with him because in that one particular
area there 1s no idle land which can be
brought into cane cultivation. If cane is
to be planted, it means that the acreage
now under food crops would have to be
converted- into cane. I am also told that
those people have stuck to vegetables and
food production over the past number of
years even though 'they had been en-
couraged to go into cane -cultivation,
because they felt that food crops cultiva-
tion gave them greater returns; but
because of the losses they are suffering
from year to year through floods they
have now come to the conclusion that- it,.
would pay them in the long run much
more if they convert their cultivation into
cane cultivation. I bring this point to show
that unless we can improve the drainage
and irrigation particularly of the East
Coast Demerara — of course I have in
mind the whole Colony but I am plank-
ing now on the reference to the East
Coast Demerara we will have the
people sacrificing a diversified agricul-
tural economy for a single crop economy
— sugar cane cultivation.

I have already pointed out in this
Council the danger of that, and I do not
think we should give any great en-
couragement to those people to change
from food crops production to cane culti-
vation. But nevertheless there was the
insistent demand at that canefarmers’
committee meeting for the change. The
demand was so insistent that one member,
proposed that a delegation be brought
to interview you, Sir, so that a sum of *
$35,000 may be expended for improving
certain canals, etc., in order that this
area may be converted into cane lands. I
do hope, Sir, that very early we will have
an opportunity in this Council to hear the
drainage and irrigation proposals of the
Consulting Engineer, Mr Hutchinson. In
Finance Committee I requested that
Hutchinson be asked or invited to come
before the Finance Committee to tell us
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,Yeswmay vou,  Sir, smd y‘ém,
preferred to -see  these people invest
their mopey in  the culfivation
of - the  fruit - instead ' of . importing
fruif iuices for their soft drinks industry.
I agree with that proposition but we have
to realize that people. with o very é}maﬁ :
amount of capital at their disposal, and
ltving in a country. in which theve 18 no
ned " economy, will not go in  for
agricultural schemes unless they ecan be

ssured that the land they have planted

}1 bear fruit; It is true that in the sugar
mcm sty the  proprietors . are conlinuing
1o rean the benefits of their vears of labour.
but it must not be lost sight of that they
have spent a great deal of moneyv over a
long period of years, in providing &
satisfactory -system of drainage and irri-
gation, That cannot be said of the other
parts of the Colony which are not sugar
egtates

The sooner we can get down to sz
comumnunal gysiem of drainage and rriga-
tion for the benefit of everyvone the belter
owvonld be for the Colony. We should
not have s Drainage and Trrigation Board
o ndminister villages and rural aveas, and
another svstem - of drainage and irrigation
merely concerned  with the sugar estates.
I fezl that the time has come when the
problem of drginage and irrigation should
be regarded in the same way as the pro-
blom of sea defences. One problem g ag
yavieh-a fhreat to the well being of this
country as the other, and I hops Goverrn-
ment is giving very serious congideration
to the schemes  which  are being  pro-
pounded by the Consulting Engmeer, and.
that in the very near future we will have
an opportunity of hearing from the lips
of the Consulting Engineer what his pro-
posals are, so that Members of this Coun~
¢il may be properly Informed. Unless
thet is done I can see no hope for this
coumtlry. - Qur population Is  increasing
rapidly and we must make way for the
yvoung people who are coming up.  Our
industries are not expanding as rapidly

cas we would ke, We propossto give aid

to-industiies in one form or ancther, and.
a Bill for thiz purpose will be introduced
shortly, but despite all the alds to be
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given I do not think industry will expand
to such an extent as to absorb the increase
in our population which is now taking
place as a result of the increasing birth
rate and the lowering of the mortality
rate.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member
need have no doubt whatsoever as to the
very serious attention which Government
is paying to the matter of irrigation and
gra nage schemes. I have spoken on this
subject many times in this Council and
iried to explain what the difficulties are,
but the problem is, I believe, now for the
first time being tackled on a comprehen-
sive instead of an ad hoc basis. We have
discovered that we cannot embark upon
ad hoc schemes of drainage and irrigation
in British Guiana without taking into
consideration their effect upon adjoining
lands. That is what we are endeavouring
to do — to formulate what may be called
a comprehensive water control plan for
this Colony. But it takes time, and a long
time, and I am not going to promise any
hon. Member or anyone else very quick
results.

. I have pointed out to this Council
time and again that one of the most
serious obstacles which confronted the
Consulting Engineer was the lack of
basic data on which to base a scheme.
I am 100 per cent., with the hon. Member
in wishing to expedite these schemes, pro-
vided, as he says, we are satisfied that
they are economically sound. That is
what we are trying to do, and he can also
Le assursd that when Mr. Hutchinson’s
schemes have been finally formulated
and submitted for approval they will come
before this Council. They must come
before the Council before money can be
voted to carry them out. Mr. Hutchinson
has been engaged on a number of pro-
jects. They are not detailed schemes; he
has not yet reached the stage when he
can be absolutely sure that his schemes
are sound in every detail. That takes a
considerable amount of time., but I can
assure the hon. Member that it is being
done, and I hope with him, and with

other Members of the Council, that we _

shall have a complete water control plan
for the whole of the coastal area. That
is certainly what we want.
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I do not want hon. Members to think
that nothing is b&ing done. Reference has
been made to the difficulties which con-
front the villages as a result of flood and
so on, but it is not true to say that we
are not doing something for them. May
I once more remind hon. Mambers of our
land settlement schemes on which, in the
last few years, we have spent no less
than 134 million dollars. I am quoting
from the report of the Department of
Agriculture which shows that the extent
of our land settlement schemes is nearly
40.000 acres, and that they are supporting
over 5,000 families and producing over
500,000 bags of padi. All that has been
done in the last four or five years, and as
Members know, there are still greater
schemes to' come.

I just want to assure hon. Members
that this matter is receiving active con-
sideration by Government and will con-
tinue to do so. No one would be more
pleased than myself when we are in a

position to put these schemes
through — not only the formulation
of the schemes but the financing
of them. We have to- find the

finance. I hovoe very soon to go to England
for a few months, and one obiect of my
visit will be to see if we cannot get more
assistance for these maior schemes which,
we are all aware, run into millions of
dollars. 1 do not care whether it is from
E.C.A. or the C.D. & W. Fund, but I do
hope we shall be able to get assistance,
because without it it is quite clear to all
of us that however sound these great pro-
jects may be we have not the money to
carry them out. They must be carried
out, and we must find the money.

Mr. DEBIDIN : I appreciate what
Your Excellency has just said, and I am
very much aware of the interest which
you are taking in th’s matter of drainage
and irrigation. I know that you have
applied yourself personally to this
problem, not only by going into it in
Georgetown but by visiting the various
areas, but although I am a member of
the Drainage Board I am entitled to say
what my stand is on the very matter you
have just dealt w:ith. It is quite true
that Mr. Hutchinson is preparing a very
elabcrate and comprehensive scheme of
drainage and irrigation. It is also quite
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true that it is a scheme which is cal-
«culated to have overall control of our
drainage and irrigation system, and that
this question of water control is a very
large one indeed. I have said, not only
in this Ccuncil but on the Drainage and
Irrigation Board, that because that scheme
envisages the exvenditure of a large
sum of mecney, and because it is not a
5 or 10-year development plan, but a
matter of 20 years or more before it can
be put into effect and achieve effective
results, we should ccnsider very seriously
the quetion of doing all that is necessary
to provide the people with at least tem-
porary effective drainage and irrigation
as far as taat can be obtained. I do not
think we would be quite fair to the

rural areas — and I am thinking par-
t'cularly of the Gn»olden Grove-Nabaclis-
Victoria area in my constituency —

that year after year they should be
flocded out because of what Government
itself has acknowledged, and what the
Drainage Board has acknowledged as an
inadequate system of drainage in that
partcular area. Only quite recently there
has been very serious flooding which has
resulted in total 1sss fo many villagers in
that area, and considerable loss to many
more. That is true of another village,
but the flood'ng was not so much due to
inadequate drainage but perhaps to some
form cf negligence to which I referred
some time before.

What is important is to spend a
certain sum of money to provide extra
drainage. Mr. Hutchinsen has met the
people on the East Coast as low down
as Buxton and as far up as the Abary
river, and has discussed with them various
plans for temporary drainage‘and irriga-
tion, such as the construction of a canal
parallel with the roadway, and extra
drainage units, but because he has a
comprehensvie drainage plan those small
projects have been put to rest. As the
representative ¢f the area I am asking
Government to consider very seriously
the question of giving the people
immediate relief, because in all sincerity
I say that I fear that the people in the
rural districts may soon become so
disheartened and frustrated that they
might gravitate to Georgetown in larger
numbers than they are doing at the
moment. Government must not be
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placed in the position of having to give
relief of one kfhd cr another year after
year, which in the long run might cost
as much as some temporary system of
dra‘nage and irrigation,

There has been talk abosut gravita-
ticn. I feel that we would be justified
in asking that a careful study be made
again of the temporary measures that
can be put into effect in order to give
the people adequate drainage and
irrigation. I would refer to the motion
which I moved in this Council some time
ago w.th respect to the drainage of the
Mahaica valley through the Demerara
river. Even though that relief would
have k2en small and not very effective,
it would still have been some relief. A
Committee was to have been appointed
to go into the question of cost, etc. I
mention that in order to make the point
that it is part of Mr. Hutchinson’s com-
prehensive scheme. In my opinion it is
a scheme which has to be undertaken in
any case, and it is well that this Council
and the Government should pay some
attention to the possibility of that scheme
being undertaken immediately or as soon
as possible from the fund of $900,000
which is available. It would be better for
us to spend $900,000 there and another
$300,000 at Nabaclis rather than have
people losing $50,000 every two years and
Government having to give relief from
time to time to the extent of sums aggre-
gating over a million dollars.

I would ask Your Excellency to re-
ceive a deputation of the people concerned
and not have them diverted to a Board or
a Committee as has been done quite re-
cently in respect of certain matters. You
would be able to get first-hand informa-
tion as to the sufferings of the people who
would not be left frustrated until the
season comes along for renewed agricul-
tural activity. This is an agricultural
country and Agriculture is one of the most
important heads in the whole budget.
Quite recently a sum of $300,000 was
voted for a unit to assist the Abary
scheme. It improves our assets with the
C.D.C,, but in the same way as we voted
that sum for that purpose, which in my
opinion was not a serious necessity, we
should do something t> avoid suffering
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d ims m me gme;;p‘ie ;in the Golden
L ove-Nabaclis area. I trust that what 1
have said maav will be given serious con-
sideration by Gc}vmmmem

May 1 pass on to vefer to awhal the
Finsncial Secretary has said in respect of
the Farm Institute?. I would prefer that
the item be deleted at this: meeting in-
“stead of a promise being given,

SECRETARY &
It has been deleted.

. The FINANCIAL
TREASURER:

Mr. DEBIDIN: 1 am glad for that
“information because there i8 no guaraniee
that when the motion is put before Coun-
cil it will find approval. My next point
hag reference to the milk situgtion in
4 which a draft Bill has been
3 was a me mber of the Com-
has done very useful wuork
que%mn.

I have referred fo the
watter in Finance Commitiee and in open
Couneil, but the gquestion hag been hang-
ing fire. for wvears since the Committee
submitted an  excellent  scheme foy &2
proper milk supply.  As a eilizen I am
“not satisfied with the {ham‘xbmmn of milk.
I am not satisfled with the Milk Control
Board, and it seems to me that those al
the head of the Board are having a holi-

- dav with the faxpayers’ mopey. A draft
il has been pirculated to Members, the
: pbiect of which is to ensure a proper
supply and distribution of mitk. I think
the matter
consideration from
cmotion should have been introduced
the organization should have been fi
tioning today. 1 regret to say thal vear
after year we are wasting the laxpayers
money on the present Milk Control Bogrd

1 feel that the item. should go, but my

" hands are ted. 1 cannot move its dele-
tipn now because we have no substitule
Aor it

should Have received greater
Government. A
and

Lastly; 1 weld like to say something
Cabout tice. Tt is guite a shame that the
vige industry should have 1o guffer as it
‘s doing at preseni. 1 feel that one of
the reasons why better prices are 1ot
w&ﬁ the producers is because UL BXPUTT
& i3 not suffielent to engble the Rice
arketing Hoard to goe umulat te the neces-
ary surplus. With veference 1o the letter

ﬁacéi‘i‘};; 1951,:'

fr bm the ’%&anage? of the Board, 1o wi

+this Cou

‘a citrus cultivation,
10 be

1 Aeifs‘ma carliek, 1 am ssking Gov

,mw:z% whether i is not a reasongble ve-

guest that a copy of the motion should be
sent to the G ﬁll;f&f’k@ﬁﬁ“ of the contract-
ing Colonles for thely information as to
Vs wiew. that the export price
of viee should be increased, ‘The pro-
ducers in this Colopy ave suffering be-
cause they aré not receiving a *'zama,muw
tive price, I suggest that a copy of the
vegolution, and possibly the Hensard re-
port of the debate, should be fransmitie

o the Governments of -the Colonies cob-
cerned.

By, PERNANDES: 1 did 30’{ intend
to speak on this head, but in view of
Your HExeslloncy's remarks m’cu ay- 1
anygoing b say e few ~uraib. Your
Excellency desire o see

expresyed  the
some of the m rowhich  was contens

plated “to- be put inte the incre
production of solt drinks wlilized for L;'zf*

production of oranges atid ecitros frulf for
age of making & certain amount
scessayy . constifuents of gt
ks in British Guisna 1.bad a chat
foday with semedne who is not connecied
with the manufzeture of soft drinks, and
he told me he would like to fry out the
cultivation of oranges, but I must admit
that when that gentlemman asked me it 1
vould guarantee him the nweas&am plands
if he procured the land and prepared it, I
Bad o admit that that would not be
50 m}u Toeould not guarantes him any-
The point I wish to make is that
ewi w‘ these who have the money were
preparved to embark upon citrus cutiiva-
tiog in thig Colony the planid necessary
o atavi such g cultivation are not avail-

wble, and are not likely to be available

fe some time, becausé ever smce T be-
came o Member of this Couneil T have
sat here and heard the hono Member for
Berbice River (Mr, Ferreira) speaking on

the subject of tie lack of plants to start
~The position seems
exactly the same ioday. The
experts of the Deparbment of Agriculture
do nob seem to be able to grow those
nlants in aby reasonable guantities. I,
with thely expert knowledze and supe
vision they gre unab nodn s oy will
agres with me, Sir, & sprould be even

Pl o
wmore imiposeible for other people to do so
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- why have not the technical training or
experience to grow those plants them-
selv In view of Your Excellency's
desre to seo an ineresse of cltrus eul-
tivaticn in Britisn Guiana 1 am asking
vhu fo the necessary sieps io see
that the experts of the Department of
Agriculture produce the plants.  Of
se 1 will ‘he here again next year o

i
o]
i
1w

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid 1 have
it ot any particulars shout the  dis-
tribution of eitrus seedlings, and T can-
hot tell the hon. Member what the posi-
tion s at the meoment, but 1 do know
thai in the North-West District we had
a wvery large station’ with seedlings.
Whether they are still there or not 1 4o
pot know. 1 have a veturn hepe from
‘the Depariment cf Agriculfure which I
sked foy in regard to the distribution of

ek
b
&

R
st the Counctl to know that 30,000
: seedhngs which, as hon Wlembers
will pernember, were received from Suri-
nsm have been distributed to farmers in

Calony.

%

1 ean alsp say that 4,008 coconut plants
swere received from Surinam free of cost
4nd have been disteibuted.  So something
is being done. I do not want hon. Wein-
bers 4o run away . with ' the ides  that
nothing is being done 50 far as distribu-
fion of seeds and seedlings s concerned.
30,000 packets of vegetable seeds were
distributed for the year ending 1950, 1
have gol the details here of these seed-
lings and seeds which have been dis-
fributed, but I can give the hon Member
the partculars if he likes to see thent.
As T sav, T cannot tell the exact positien
a5 regards citrug aide but 1dn kuow
these is a citrus station in the North West
District. - T do know citrus fruits grow
there all right, and the orape fruit hes
3 better flayour than any I have fasted
in the hali-dozen countries 1 ‘have spent
Again 1 say we cap grow

some time in.
them,

My FERNY 1
gesting that -we are ot
o plands from Surinam, but #

_is that we cannot tell for 12 menths the

Lecistarve COUNCIL.
Swith some anth

g

information

oroducs in Brifish Guiana. 1 know it can

‘ 2, 1 speak
i s Council will
he' mesting tomorrow and 1 will have
pleastre-in bhringing a grape fruit ang an
erange produced in oy own vard,. Lesn
seize you, Sir that the flavour, 88 you
is " yery -good and better than ine
“obthe dmported grape fouitl 1
am dalking with e certain cemount of
experience. Toam sorry ©oecannot bring
for all Members, but theve arve still move
sn the trees and Members can go and
have a Yook, T Have gbout 20 trees; but
1 cannot supply the whole Couneil. =

Phe  CHAIRMAN: 1 owould: bring

csome of mine oo

Mr. FERNANDES: The guestion is
making available plents gréown in British
Guiana., The plants in the North West
Distriet are of no use to the people in
the Demerars  Rivey area for example.
The peeple I have in mind are those on
the Fagt Bank: Demerara where those of
us whe have e travel to Alkingon Field
pass - th W derge stretehes of celtrus
plants growing theve. I have ealen Guite
a lot of them and have foind the guality
very good, T agree with Your Excelleney
that every 1 made  to

effort should ‘be
increase cultivat'on whieh can be ghowh

here, but ‘Firoexport purposes i igoa
ditferent maatter. Bvere Member would

agree thet there is @ very great shoviage
ot orvanges for Iocal consumption. . We
can eohsume, perhaps, fve or six T
the amount of Oranges we gre consuming
today, We jmport some of it al times
and. Toam sure, if the public follow you?

way of thinking and = these oranges
heeams  available o they wonld drink

orange juice in the place of Coen-Cola
and the other soft drinks we hear aboub
The fivel thing we have bt do o ds o gel
the plants, ther out them ‘in the Jand
and wait for four or five wears 1o ek
the fruit; 1 vouw have not the plant you
canngt gel the fruil :

My PHANG: We have an experi-
mental station at Hozorora where several
ihpusands of budded plants are grown and
distributed to the farmers on the dnot
I have gob some sent up to the Lgold
i ines { Hency ha '

£ -
sorare and seen the plants ther

23
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at Chan-A-Sue’s place. The North West
District area is suitable for citrus culti-
vation. I think that so far as that
District is concerned taey have got suffi-
cient budded plants there.

D:r. JAGAN: 1 may tell the hon.
Memker (Mr. Fernandes) that since his
resignaticn from the Advisory Commit-
tee of the Agricultural Department we
have discussed this matter and have
recommended that in future there should
be more decentralization so far as the
growing of seedlings is concerned, and
that at every staticn in the rural areas
there should be an intensifieq cultiva-
ticn of seedlings. So apart from avail-
ability in the Gardens from which we
get them at the present time the Depart-
ment will undertake to nlant in the other
areas of the Colony s2 as to make supplies
available

Mr. FERNANDES: Did I hear the
hon. Member say the Department should
plant them or that they are going 10 plant
them definitely ? There is nc question
in my mind that they should have been
dcing that years ago

Mr. LEE: That is‘the policy advo-
cated by the hon. Member for Central
Demerara. The Department has accepted
the principle of getting those <citrus
plants and decentralizing them for dis-
tribution to people who would like to
buy them. They disagreed with him
and, I said, they should be given free,
but the majority decided; that that should
not be done. I am of the opinion that
if they had accepted the principle of
distributing fruit trees free of charge to
the villages today, we might have had a
greater number than we have now.

Mr. THOMPSON: 1 regret very
much the circumstances that have arisen
in respect of the farmers between Vic-
toria and Golden Grove. That was the
spot where we got our weekly supply of
provisions until recently, and it is very
painful to know that those necple have
made up their minds through frustration
to give up farming. If it 1s possible to
get a small deputation to confer with the
Agricultural Officer there in order to see
if scmething cannot be done to improve
the lot of the people there, it ought to
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be done. Everything should be done to
discourage them from giving up farming.
I am sure some “means can be devised
t> give them temporary relief so that
they can carry on their farms. I know
for certain when it comes to citrus
plants that 1,300 have been received at
the Bath Experiment Station, and I have
been trying to get the people t» secure
them. Perscnally I have put down some.
Taey are budded plants and have already
started to flower. Unfortunately I can-
not, like my friend (Mr. Fernandes),
procmise to bring some cf the fruits here.
I am suggesting in all seriousness that a
small delegation visit that district and
see if something can be done to improve
the drainage there sufficiently as to
prevent these discouraged farmers frcm
giving up ther provision farms. As I
said befere, we have been getting a
regular supply of provisions from there,
and on no account I agree to their turn-
ing over t) canefarming.

Head passed as recommended in the
Report cn the Finance Committee.

AUDIT DEPARTMENT.

Item 3 — Contribution to Establish-
ment of Director General of Colonial
Audit, $1,877.

Mr. DEBIDIN, With respect to this
item, as I indicated in Finance Commit-
tee, I opropose to move its deletion
entirely.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think
the hon. Member can do that. It is
provided' by law. I am afraid the hon.
Member will have to move the deletion
of the law.

Mr. DEBIDIN: It does come under
Chapter 200 of our laws. In any case I
quite appreciate that cannot be done
now, but 1 would like to express here
my disapprecval of the continuance of that
item. It is true that the Director-General
of Colonial Audit c¢omeg here once in a
blue mocn and checks up on things in
general, but in my opinion where we
have secured the services of an able and
most aualified individual as Colonial
Auditer drawing a salary of $6,240 per
annum, that nerson ought to be able to
organise his department sufficiently for
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it t> be able to carry out regular audits
for the Colony of British Guiana. It
is enough to say that the estab-
lishment in London has been able to
prov.de our Head of the Department and
to give this Colony a very qualified
pers:n. That alone woula not be suffi-
cient justification, and if it is a matter
of c.mpilaticn of statistics and other
related matters s> far as the Colonial
Office is concerned, then it seeins to me
to be a matter for Colonial Office expen-
diture and they should pay this particular
amcunt. It is not a very large amount,
but it is to myv mind an important prin-
c:ple involved and we ought to be saving
this $1,877. I express that view and,
possibly, at scme time I may move the
amendment cf the particular Ordinance
to have this deleted.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: As I indicated in Fin-
ance Committee, it has touched a very
fundamental matter whica is a feature of
our Ccnstitution. We take part in the
Services supplied by the Colonial Audit
Department in Londoh th e Director of
Audit being a member of that organisa-
tion which, I think, is almost now compre-
hensive in the Colonies of the Common-
wealth. If we did not have that we
w2uld have to have something of an
equally independent character to audit
our accounts. It is far toc important an
office to be regarded as merely an item
sf expenditure on the Estimates. We
would have tc set up an organization of
a very high plane in the Colony working
under an Ordinance respJns'ble possibly
directly to the Legislature and com-
pletely independent even of the Govern-
or. I think, I reminded the hon.
Member that the Director of Audit in
th's Colony is in a privileged position.
He has right cf audience through his
neadquarters to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies and can write direct under
what is called “Flying Seal”. That is to
say, if he has any criticism t» make the
Governcr is bound to send it on. It is
a very important position on a high plane
and has that independence of character
which is so essential for the auditor of
public accounts, so that it is impossible
to contemplate this cutting off of our-
selves from the Colonial Audit Depart-

&

ment, leaving us floating in the air,
unless we put in some equally independ-
ent organization and on an equally high
level in this country. Obviously the best
thing for the moment is to have this
organizat on supervising our workings
here and that inaependence which is much
valued by this Council. I hope the hon.
Member wzuld take great care before
tampering with an organization of that
sort.

Mr. LEE: May I request the Govern-
ment as a precaution that the Settlement
Schemes, to which have been given cer-
tain monies as advances for assistance to
the settlers especially in respect of
rice cultivation repayable every six
months, bz checked by this Department.
I wculd certainly ask that an officer of
the Department be sent taere at least
once a year to check on these monies so
that nothing would cccur to throw any
blame on not checking them up as early
as possikile.

The CHAIRMAN:
that. 1 agree that
checked

Head passed as printed.

I take a note of
they~ should be

CeENTRAL HOUSING & PLANNING
AUTHORITY.

Mr. DEBIDIN: 1 would like to
speak generally in respect of this Town
Planner w2 have had app»ointed to the
Colony of Briiish Guiana who has
dcne such able work in the estimation of
cthers but not mine. Personally I feel
that something is going wrong, definitely
wrong, and because, of one wrong there
is another wrong done after it. We are
throwing away a lot of money here which
the taxpayers cannot afford. What is
going wrong is that somebody of infinite
wisdom and more learning in this Council
thinks there are different grades of wis-
dem and learning in this Colony. It is
true that we have illiteracy here and we
als» have our M.A’s. Let us say that T
am in a very low strata and do not
understand what is going on above me.
What I do not understand is, we are
gsing to reconstruct Georgetown. I have
had the opportunity of perusing the
report, which has been illustrated by a
diagram by the Town Planner, and per-
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DERBIDIN: - Al T know, there is

created I respect of fthe  burnt-out
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the ‘“f“wm Planner is doing at the anoment

nde what 1 happen 1o know and
r %ﬁ People have been praising
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mw and on the opposite bank if that
19 possible. It sesms to me we are faking
such ideﬂze and linking them with the
Cwnpbellville ang other schemes whieh

W ii cost this Colmy $1% anillion. 1
particutarly {0 whal has  been
recommended for the Ward of Charles-
town and Albouystown. I fesel sure that
when the time ctenss—a motlon has been
tabled in this Council—we are going fo
adipt i - Unfort um’iﬁpiv there has been
sme hit of politicsplaying in this mwal~
fer by Govery mem. when  the Town
Couneil electiong were on, that motien
was not published, as it should have
}"» sen.in g subséguent Order Paper, and
o that T make no further comment.

- Wha Cifazﬁ”’\y@é"f Is the hm, %ema
' sugpesting that it wes suppressed by
, ermment  until the Town  Couneil
‘VEE c%:mm were over ?

ing——the planning of the burnt-
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M. I}%}ZZBE}}I Ji What hsppensd
speaks for iself. @1 1 know, it has not
heen . msfb},séze;z, and it should  have
been published,  Nevertheless T wn say-
tng thig @ That wmotion will still be
debated in-this Courcil as I am going to
exert every effort available fo me to do
20, because it is the direct result of the
recommendation and report of the Town
Plapner that ws find a dislocation of
thingg so- far as this town ig concerned.
Permission 10 build houses is being held
up and pesple are Hving dn g state of
uncertainty. I have seeyn one resident of
thay  ward. selling out his property at
public - auchion, The reason g quite
obvicus. “Probably he sees no future for
that srea and starts fo sell out. -~ The fact
remains that according to the Town Plan-
ner it e going to be an industrial aves.

The CHAIEMAN: Let me do say
Why do it now and have this twice over
I suggest to the hon Member to argue
his motion when it comes up.

Mr, DEBIDIN: 1 am in total dis-
approval of this Head, and I awm going to
voice my  disapproval by  moving ils
deletion. 1 move the deletion of this Head
even if 1 alone vote for it in this Counell,
I was referring 1o Albouystown as an
instance of dislovation. T want to recall
what hag been said.  This wman ds a
dreamer, He thinks in terms of millions
which we cannot afford and the people
of Georgetown connot afford, - Therefore
what is the usefulness of 3 Town Plaaner
who comes here and is being paid? When
aTown Planner was asked for, I though?
his work would have been of a different
nature. I understood he was to gointo
stich matters as the Bartica guestion, to

see that there is a proper layv-out of
Bartica -ang of the willages and rural

aress, and not only to suggest imaprove-
ments to Georgetown. The Land Sottle-
ment Schemes would bave had hig com-
ment and advice, T understood thiz men's
special knowledge would be utilized in a
more proper way 1o thp Colony. I think
the time has come —

Mr. LEE: To a point of correciion!
In respect of Bartica the Town Planner
has been asked to- work out a scheme
and, as scon as hs can aflord the time;
he will look after that, :
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The CHAIRMAN: He will also do
New Amsterdam.

Mr. DEBIDIN: My hon. friend is
belated. This promise was only given in
Finance Committee. I know he does not
like the remarks I have made. 1 was just
referring to the question of the contract
of this gentleman. I do trust that when
his period of service is up it may be the
end of his contract. We feel that it is
so much waste of money. I am moving
the deletion of the sum of $4,212 for the
Town Planner.

Head passed as printed.

PusLic INFORMATION BUREAU.

Mr. LEE: I am moving the deletion
of this Head.

Mr. DEBIDIN: My hon. friend is
very chicken-hearted. He has moved a
motion and said nothing more.

Mr. LEE: I do not want to waste
time s

Mr. DEBIDIN: This is a hardy
annual. Although I was shot at yesterday
by & member of the BP.I, I am still
alive to move against this Head. It is
true that we have been favoured with

the possiblity of being seen in a film, and _

I know that gentleman who is doing it.
It would be something for the Colony’s
benefit if it is developed. I have already
a knowledge of that gentleman’s work
which is to have certain aspects of British
Guiana documented by way of films, That
gentleman can very well be attached to
the Social Welfare Department or some
other Department. Dealing with this Head
I want again to say — I promised on the
last occasion when it was debated that I
would do so as long as I am able to do so
in this Council — I feel the expenditure
of this money is an extreme waste of the
taxpayers’ money at a time when the
Colony cannot afford it. At this stage, as
I speak of waste, I would like to say that
year after year we find, because the hon.
the Financial Secretary or the Heads of
Government Departments bring up a
Budget, Finance Commit:ee goes into it
in a formal way. In some respects *he hon.
the Financial Secretary—I am sayng so

&

because I feel he should know — screens
the Heads of Departments when questions
are asked as to what is being done. That
is why I did not attend subsequent
meetings of the Finance Committee, as
that makes the Finance Committee a farce.
It is useful in only one respect, and that
is that we can get useful information, but
when that is being screened from us the
time has come when we should regard
the Finance Committee as a farce.

After Finance Committee has consi-
dered various matters we come into this
Council and pass everything wholesale.
We have never been allowed a chance
to go into the over-weighted expenditure
of British Guiana. I look upon this
Department as a fossil upon the adminis-
tration ofi British Guiana. Undoubtedly
its usefulness has ended with the war.
What information do we get from this
Bureau that cannot be got from the
various Departments of Government? Is
there any information which we ask the
B.P.I to supply that it dces not have to
get from some other Depar'fment? I have
seen the Public Information Officer him-
self going around; I have seen him in
this Legislative Council listening to
debates. I look upon his job as a sinecure
—a fine job for anyone to have--and [
compliment him as a schoolmate of mine,
on the fact that he is abl= to have such
as easy iob. It 1s a wanton wasi= of talent
and the taxpayers’ money. Talent as he
possesses migat well be utilized in the
Secretariat or in the Social Welfare
Department. His knowledge and experi-
ence might even be useful as regards the
development of the Colony. Similariy,
his Deputy, a most useful member of the
staff of the Income Tax Department, has
been taken out of that office. He is a
young man of honesty and integrity, a
young man of ability, of whose services
the Income Tax Department has been
robbed to do nothing.

What iz there to be done as regards
publicity? I do not count the rags that
are called newspapers in this Colony.
Why should the taxpayers’ money be spent
to provide publicity checks for the news-
papers? The newspapers of this Colony
all seem to be bent in one direction —
to suppress the legitimate aspiraticns of
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ie Tnformation Officer and the Asst
ﬁﬂb}ia Information Officer, T think Gov-
eroment  would do well to divide  the
work of the BP.I into two calegories —
information and publicity. 1 deo not think
it ig pecessary for Abe Department fo
continue its work in the publicity ephere,
bwcamw we have in this country sufficient

asrig of dissemunating information to the
;ma’izx, I oa small country like this we
have three daily newspapers. Tn Jamaica,
Trinidad and- Barbadog there are nol as
many daily newspapers gg we have in
this Colony. 1T do not think there I8 any
any necessity - for the BEIL to be the
mouthpiece of Government, because the
newspapers - usually - champion . Govern-
ment’s point of view.,

So far as informiation iz concerned,
as 1 have said in Finance Commitiee, T
pervsonally do not use the B.PIL, but that
does not say that there are not lots of

persony who get information from that
source, 1 eontend  that  QGovernment
could save & lei ef money
it it divorced the  publicity side

f**{)m the information asvect of the BPL
and attasched the Public Infurmation
v and his assistant to the Colonial
ciarial to deal solely with public in-
mation. . I do not see the neeessity for
57 outs to the daily newspapers, I
wnow, for ingtance, that the Editor of the
Thunder receives them every day, but not
one of them has ever been used. [ con-
sider itoa Waste of money. There is en
them of $35.000 for stationery under the
head Colonial Secretary’'s Office, and when
we congider the volume of printed matter
which s being sent out by the BPL to
the daily; weekly and monthly newspapers
we must regard it a5 an axifaf}vdimry

vaste of paper and time, We have excel-
lent reporiers in this eountev.. I know
of their ability, and I ¢an sav that the
newspapers do give a very comurehensive
coverage of Jocal n.:,npanmnw The news-
papermen really deserve evedit for the

’J

g n
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marvellous work they are doing in that
réﬁpﬁc’ I therefore do not see the neces-

sity of having the B.P.1L supplying infor-
mation o the editorial stails of thﬂ news-
papers. It is the role of a newspaperman
o snoon avound and put his nose in ploces
where it zhould not be, 5o as to get in-
formation for the benefit of the public
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The CHAIRMAN put the question
that the Head be passed as printed. The
Committee divided and voted :—

For — Messrs. Luckhoo, Smellie,
Phang, Kendall, Fernandes, <Coghlan,
Thompscn, Roth, Raatgever, Dr. Singh,
the Financial Secretary, the Attorney-
General and the Colonial Secretary — 13.

Against — Messrs. Carter, Debidin,
Lee and Dr. Jagan — 4

Motion agreed to.

Head passed as printed at $22,900.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE —
Economic ADVISER AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSIONER,

Dr. JAGAN: I move the deletion of
this Head. I want to speak very strongly
on this Head, strongly and feelingly,
because it is my considered view that we
have t70 many experts in this Colony.
Not too long ago, when Col. Spencer was
appointed on contract, we were told of
his marvellous qualities and of his great
ability, and he was subsequently put on
the Fixed Establishment. After a while
that gentleman left this Colony, I believe
on promotion to Malaya. During ithat
time we had Mr. Fletcher who was sup-
posed to be an expert — at least that
is what we were tolg — in the Control
Department, but suddenly we found that
on the promotion of Col. Spencer to
Malaya Mr. Fletcher was transferred
from the Control Board to the office of
Economic Adviser and Development
Commissioner. Are we merely finding
posts for people in this Colony because
pasts cannot be found for them in other
parts of the world ? If officers have to
leave their posts, possibly in Israel, are
we to find posts for them in this country
merely because they have to be placed ?
Whenever appointments are being made
we are told that we have at last got an
exvert. We got Col. Spencer but now
that he has been transferred ‘on promo-
tion Mr. Fletcher has been removed from
the Control Board to fill his place, and
an officer from the Department of Lands
and Mines has been sent back to the
Control Board. Why all this juggling ?
As far as I can see we are merely trying
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to fit persons into positions so that they
can earn nice fatgsalaries at the expense
of the taxpayers of this Colony.

The Head we have just passed, to-
gether wita this Head, involve an expen-
aiture of $42,500. This country can do
guite a lot with $42,500. We have a re-
current shortage of medical officers in
this Colony. We could train about 20
doctors at a cost of $42,500 every year.
We need those dactors but we cannot get
them, and we cannot get them because
we are told they cannot be found.

The CHAIRMAN: There are doctors
being traineq at the moment.

Dr. JAGAN: We are always being
t.ld that. We want to see them in
British Guiana and, if necessary, to have
more trained because, as far as I can
<ez it, the more doctors we have, the
more lawyers, dentisis and eagineers we
have the better it weculd be for this
cuntry. If they are not alt employed
by Gouvernment at least they would e
hugil'ng around making a living outside.

The CHAIRMAN: In 1950 we spent
$100,000 in scholarships, half of which
was from our 2wn revenue and tne other
half from the Colonial Development and
Welfare Fund. It included scholarships
of every description, and if the hon,
Member would like to know what they
are I can give him the details.

Dr. JAGAN: I am not disputing the
fact that we have provided scholarships.

The CHAIRMAN: But you are
giving the impression that we are spend-
ing money in other directions, and as a
result we have no doctors, no engineers
and no dentists. I am trying to explain
to you that we are spending money to
have those people trained. I have given
the number of dental students in training
— about 60 or 70 — and the number of
lawyers and medical officers in training.

Dr. JAGAN: That is so, but all
thcse people who are being trained —
dentists for instance — are not being
trained at Government expense, and we
have no guarantee that they will pe com-
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ing back to British Guiantz. I do not
think we need any more jawyers. It
is not that we are not spending money
on scholarships, but my point is that we
saould spend much more. In the rural
areas today, I know, as a fact that the
Government doctors are in many cases
overworked; they have too large districts
to operate in and in many cases many of
them fleece the people. The noor people
have to pay them high fees. If there were
many doctors, I submit, the people in the
long run would g=t better and cheaper
medical service. I have referred to doc-
tors as an example. I will give another
example. Let us take the case of Dental
Care for School children. It has long been
recommended that a mobile unit be set up.
The hon. Member for New Amsterdem camn
verify what I say. Four years ago reports
were submitted but up to now we have
no such thing, and it does not appear that
we will have that for a verv long time.
This $40.000 which is being wasted on
these two Depertments c¢an provide us
with a very admirable dental mobile unit
for the: children in the country areas Why
cannot we give services like thar instead
of wasting money on these Heads? With
veference +o the Deévelopmsnt Commis-
sioner, th2 hon. thz2 Financial Secretcry
has practicallv told us that the Ten-Year
Develspment Plan is now morz or less
thrown overboard.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think he
put it like that. It is not the case. The
hen. Member was talking just now about
development, irrigation schemes and
further develonment in the Colony. I
hope that further development is going to
take place. To sayv that the Ten-Year
Development Plan has been thrown over-
bsard is not true. Every cent provided
under that Head is going to be spent. We
have not done auite as much as we hoped
because things are more expensijve.

Dr. JAGAN: The point is, that Plan
has bzen so much revised today that it
does not resemble anything that was pro-
posed before, and we are merely going
from day to day on what money is avail-
able to us and what plans we feel should
bz given priority. What I mean is, the
original Plan, as at first proposed, had to
be given up and we are now proceeding
from day to day to carry out certain
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schemes within the limits of tl:e financial
provisions of the Colony. So far as that
1s concerned 1 %o not see the necessity
of having in the Estimates a Development
Commissioner. As Governor, Sir, it is
your duty to co-ordinate the activities of
the different Departments with the help of
the Colonial Secretary and the Financial
Secretary. Those are the persons who are
to co-ordinate thz activities of the differ-
ent Government Departments; they are to
determine whether or not we should em-
bark upon irrigation schemes or should
stop that work. I do not see the necessity
1or a Develonment Commissioner at the
present time. Every Departmeni has, as
we know. besides an Advisory Comnittee
the Head and Deputy Head who kuew the
requirements of that Department. As you
yourself know, Sir, before the Ten-Year
Development Plan was accepted, eaci
Department was askad to nrovide s sketch
plan of their requirements, and that
amounted to a sum of $110 millicn which
was subsequently cut down by a Com-
mittee, which was appointed, to $26 mil-
lion for & period of ten years. If avery
Depertment has in its mind a clear cut
view as to what is required-and that pro-
gramme and policy is discussed every day
with the Advisory Committee, and all that
is being co-ordinated by the Colonial
Secretarv and the Financial Secretary and
then finally by you, Sir.

I do not see the necessity
of having al Development Com-
missisner at the present time. I never saw
the necessity of it and, no doubt, my views
are correct, because if there was this
great necessity we would not have allowed
Colonel Spencer to go on another job to
Malaya. People come here, either on con-
tract or otherwise, and stay for a few
years after taking a long time to learn
details in this country, and then
go elsewhere. We can well appre-
ciate the fact that it takes a man a
long times to learn all the details about
British Guiana, but after he has wasted
all that time to learn details we find our-
selves in the position that we do not have
his services any longer and a new man
is put in his place and that person has
to go through the learning of details all
over. That state of affairs is most unsatis-
factory, and 1 hone in the future that
matter will be looked into. In the mean-
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le I wish to move the deletion of this

Wr. DEBIDIN: Sapporting the motion
*i;r the deletion. I would like to say # e
very unfortunate that we are foresd to
uss the persopalities of ‘a partic
Bepartment we wish to have deleted from
the Estimates. It fsalways extremaly i
vidious pecause -each of those men we
- have to talk about is extremely qualified
i his own way, @ nice sort of man what
we call g gentleman. While socially He
& yery-excellent-to us as 'a man
and mvemay gl ke him, g8 {80 as his
work: s oconeerned ot ome time oor
another it was extremely useful. For that
reasen I say that it is exlremely unfor-
tunate, when we come fo consider his
Department In relationship to the Ten-
Near Development Pl‘m or what may be
more than desn wears’ development, tfxai
we. . should have  lost Cr;lmwi Spence

may

beeause he had certainly made huuoself s

eu falt with all gur problems thad guite
apart from the existence of this Depart-
twe know i}aw as an officer slanding
independently he was of great
dwce to the various
ids of Departmients.  He was patticy-
voqualified and we all had the greatest
. dration for ability.  Bul when we
- eame '.{} I‘i%g{u{, the two men who have
' inted 10 the most senior posts
rbment what &‘z we find? One
v gone excellent work in the Control
Depariment, was very well quaiiﬁf:ﬁ sndd
@ oman of high integrity; he had shown
that wvery soon after-he went there.

fulness in Sfl‘@:}ﬁg;

But i be gualitied for this partieular
<17 Can the Government convince nie

t he bears dhe szme relationship as
Colonal  Spencer?  Can it be said
he o hag any o great  experience

far - as advising  oon . eeos

‘problems s concerned and par-
lein relation to the imrmediate
s of our Colony? D am not sure
o knows the rveal delaily of the
sroblerms of the rice mdusity of
gy, e not gulle sure he knows
w: pmaﬁs&m% of the agriculiure
sz t*{:%pm’% of that T may
ave an  Agricultueal
wee of one
that has 1o

& most: im@z}ftam thing

do wx*n the ath*&r gechma 1 men i the
fugriculvaral. Demartment,  the  research
men, - all of whom put tng@: ;
evolve or pmﬁ&ce something which wguid
help that particular Department without
any technical economic advice from any
oulside Individual, Agriculture is ce crfainly
onie of our biggest items, the biggest sub-
ject in this Colony.

Then we come to the question of the
Ten-Yesr Plan. Colonel Spencer has given
& veport, There has been a shadow allo-
ation. Every Departmental Cormmittes has
gone nto the gquestion. of this shadow
allocation and, in some cases, there hag
been slight dislocation of what has. been
planned.  But what is clear, we are ied
down to @ scheme and beeause of our
fipancial = restrietions’ in  this” Colony,
because of our ingbility to provide more
money to add o our plap, because of that
static condition, we need hardly have any
furtier advice as to what élse is fo be
done, - Our . financial  position  which
demands that we must curtail expendi-
ture is the argument put forward in regard
to - the carrving out of the Ten-Year
Development Plan, and it ‘seems 1ihat
particularly s argument for the non-
existence of any Department having te do
enough with the Develonment Plan. The
work s considerably cut down becanse of
the fact that every Department involved
inthe Ten-Year Development Plan is
competent and capable and dn fact is
handling the wvarious items of eia,veimg
ment under - the Plan.  Outside of the
Development Plan  what else is My
Fletcher going to tell any Head of Depart-
ment?

After all we have today  eertainly
geaved up our salaries to such a tremen-
dous height that theve has been a great
desl of howling in thiz Colony,  Why have
we geared up salaries, some $120 and $144
per month more? It was in order, as
hag heen explained. to secure men of ihe
nighest ability as Heada of Govern
Departments. Having got that amim‘
and standard of efficiency and “gualtifica-
tion, do we need more advice and wvo-
ordinating from him thaﬂ Whaﬁ the hon,
the Tinancial Secretary is doing or you.
Sir? I know vou, Sir, are particularly
interested in all the di ,am;)mﬁnt plans




W this Colony, Xnow you do that
with the advicx& of m@ Haada of vour

Departments. It i true, vou may
lilke to have a particular  individual
at o your etbow,  Buf 1s it particu-
larly o cogent  or o necessary. owith
the lack of funds we are pxperiencing

today in the Colony? We have noi got
the money and; therefore, we have to cut
our suit according to the cloth. It seems
o me when w2 look at that gentleman
and hizs work, w2 almost see the whole
Department and its usefulness,

Then  we  have a  young man
vho has © just  come out here,
He  i8 a  nice person to  speak 1o
He bas just gualified at the Bar and oriss
ing out of the exigencies of war he has
had some posi-graduate training in Ko
ornies. There are hundreds of people who
have had that opportunity of a posi-
graduate course in Feonomies. He has
been brought down here as Administra-
tive Assistant.. Personally, I prefer that
he be made a Chief Justice in onz of the
Islands. I look upon these two men with
all respect as square pegs in round holes,
and it geems to me there 18 where our
farce 18 perpetuated where thaf Depart-
ment 18 concerned. Then you  have
an Eeonomic Assistant as though an

iser is not enough: I notice an aparts
nent has been carved out in the Public
Buildings for this Department, and it has
bBecome o wvery established . institugion
Thut mekfﬁﬁ me have to refer to what 1
regard a8 & wrong committed by this Gove
& *nmmt, amd the hon. the Financial Secre-
fary Has been the ons who was siressing

this - thing. = As —an - instrument - of
Government - he  bhas. been  trying
to -persuade us,odhat o all these

CODEW. balbles” must be taken over woud
cated for by us. We have been during
the war time gearing up our Colony in
~pertain directions with the assistance of

Colonial Development and Wﬁ}f G oney,
Persons came out gn contra s ,ﬁnﬁ al i:m*
their contracts ended they should have
heen gone buf, becatse those persons have
become fine personalities in our mmidst,
“excellent friends, we find it s 4 pity to
Tose Mr. X and his refention is strongly
advocated, - and with - his  retertion a
rément springs up around hm That
{5 what has been happening. '

,am B m}?’zmme ;fmmw 1818
period I oand meany
Membars refervad o them 2s 90 E’&Vf
bahies”, but it seems thev are now
only sucklings but ave kicking vory
at the econdmic life of the country b
we gbe unable to carry theny W*
increased the overhead expenditurs
Colony by the retention of these war. %m
assistants we have been nopetting i this
Colony, but now that is hardly expedient
and: negeessary for our fnancial position
It is pnly because of that T feel that same
time o other befare  these. “bat
becoris so much rooted when tHere imu
be tremendous sentiment against wttmﬂ“
vid of them, we must start pruning and so
get tid of this unnecessary expendilure
We mustdry snd get officers in the Colon
whe. are eapable to shoulder
regponsibility and not have
lappings ax we are having foare have
ing too rmuch of that triet Adm
tration 1s overlapping with the Labe
Department, the Inferior
overlapping with District ; ,
and we have that g on aver;ﬁ”g!
Undoubtedly W“” h:z : WM% @v&d
these over
arg perpe

In ﬁ%}& ’Emziﬁiﬁ&n

It seerg the  time  has  core
= and 1 am o oglad o some  reference
s heen made By vou, Siv. 4u the fact

L zomeone i5 coiming to lonk dnto ihe
gﬁmim,wamm of the Colony «o for that
to ba dona. I-do hope that hesides that
a strong local committes will be am}amwd :
in the meanttms 10 2o into the whols guess
tion of our administration and sse whers
it may be reshufiled so as to obiain the
maxbnum of efficle m:*y W}.m the minimum
of employess in the Civil Bervice, That
will be a useful thing for the fulure of
the Colony. We do ot know what it will
bring forth, but we are only just hope-
ful as to what it will be. 1 seriain]
port: the hon  Member and iy iy
remarks will be takén in the spivit in
whieh T make them. 1 am not agsinst
the Officers who heppen to be in this
Department; they are excellent men 'msi
should rise very high in -other spheres
wi:wrff they can be more w ‘ef il

uld plead with the
‘C’{:‘*\{’g%}ﬁi‘}‘ the mat-

Mr. LEE: 1 wo
fwo it on. Members to
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ter in this light. Your Excellency a few
minutes ago said you will be going on
holiday and will see what can be done
towards the development of this Colony.
If we do not have this Department and
the question is asked “Have you a depart-
ment of that nature to see after the ex-
penditure of the money that can be got?”,
the answer would have to be “No”. I
would plead with the two hon. Members
to wait until we see how th= market takes
our $10 million loan and what happens
in respect of the development of the
Colony. With such a Department, I think,
it will be =asier for us 1o gzt loans for
development purposes.

Mr. RAATGEVER: It 3z rzgrettable
that personalities have come into the dis-
cussion on this Departmen!. Therza are
two statements made by the hon. Member
for Eastern Demerarz and the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara which [ would
like to correct. The first is, the hon. Mem-
ber for Central Demerara said that this
Government was finding posts for people
who could not find jobs elsewhere, or who
were put out of jobs elsewhere. [ would
like to take this opportunity to say that
as far as Mr. Fletcher is concerned that
statement is not correct. Mr. Fletcher
refused 2 job at more money than he gets
here as Development Commissinner, be-
cause he loves British Guiana and the
people cf British Guiana. He is happy
here and prefers to remain here than to
go somewhere else even at a higher sti-
pend. The next statement which i5 in-
correct was made by the hon. Member for
Eastern Demerara. He said that Colonel
Spencer was an expert and Mr. Fletcher
has no knowledge of development.

Mr. DEBIDIN: I particularly left sut
the word “develcpment’”. I said I did not
knew what qualification he has in
Economics

Mr. RAATGEVER: He is not Econamic
Commissioner but Development Commis-
sioner. You said Colonel Swencer has
knowledge of development and Mr.
Fletcher has none. When Colonel Spencer
came here he had absolutely no knowledge
but theoretical of any develobment, and
this was his first job in the Civil Service.
That is not so for Mr. Fletcher. He was in
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Palestine during the war as Controller of
Industries. ’

Mr. DEBIDIN: To a point of correc-
tion! When Colonel Spencer came here
he came as Economic Adviser to the
Colony  Therefore his knowledge of
Economics was necessary and not ihat of
Development. He became Development
Commissioner later.

Mr. RAATGEVER: When he hacamsa
Development Commissioner he had not
more knowledge than Mr. Fletcher did,
Mr. Fletcher was in Paiestine and had
some knowledge there of development.
Quite apart from that he has common-
sense. I mentioned that in Finance Com-
mittee and I did not think the hon. Mem-
ber would have mentioned the matter
again. I am positive that this Colony will
save a lot of money as the result of his
Department.

Mr. FERNANDES: 1 agreze with just
a few things said by the hon. Member
{for Eastern Demerara on this matter. One
is, Mr. Fletcher’s integrity is of the high-
est; (2) he did a good iob on the Centrol
Board. But I disagree with the statement
that he has not got the qualification or
capability of doing this job. Personally.
I think Mr. Fletcher is an asset to Britizh
Guiana. Every time I have had transac-
tions with Mr. Fletcher or put problems
before him he showed tremendous ability
to grasp the difficulties of the particular
problem at very short notice. I am sure
that British Guiana will benefit by his
appointment to the post of Development
Commissioner. It is a post, I think, badly
needed if we are to get *he development
we are all hoping for. The hon. Nomina-
ted Member, Mr. Raatgever, referred to
commonsense. I am sure Mr. Fletcher has
few eaquals in that respect. Ths hon.
Member for Central Demerara made
reference to people coming here from
Israel, Palestine. I would like to make
a public statement about that.

I would be very  Thappy if
all the Heads of Departments
who are appointed here by the
Secretary of State from outside are

selected from among those who have
served in Palestine in preference to those
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who have served in %#of the African
Colonies. My experience is, they give us
better service and have very much better
understanding of the ability of the creole
or native of British Guiana, a group in
which 1 include myselt. I find that when
we get them after serving a long period
in the African Service they figure that
everyone born and has grown here lacks
the intelligence necessary to express an
opinion that is worth respecting. I say
that without fear of contradiction. It is
my knowledge. I do not blame them,
because when they have worked in Africa
they were accustomed there to laok upon
the natives as persons who lack ability
even to express an opinion on what is
to be done in their own country. I am
going to support strongly the retention of
this Department, as I am very pleased that
Mr. Fletcher has been appointed to that
post. If I had to make the appointment
myself I would have done exactly as the
Secretary of State did in appointing him.

Mr. DEBIDIN: To see how compari-
sons are odious, I don’t think we can sup-
port any of that view which has been
expressed about those coming from Africa
to serve here. I do not share that view.

Dr. JAGAN: It seems to me that
what I said is totally misconstrued, be-
cause I was not talking either of Colonel
Spencer’s ability or Mr. Fletcher’s ability.
That did not come into it. I was talking
of the necessity of having the post on the
Estimates. 1 am not concerned with the
akility of the gentleman. So Zar as
appointees coming from Africa or Pales-
tine is concerned, that is no concern of
mine. I am not here to compare which
one is more important than the cther. I
am interested in whether the post is
necessary and, if made, why it should be
made.

Mr. KENDALL: I would like to make
a few observations not on the Head, but®
I think this is the appropriate Head to
make observations on the future develop-
ment of the Colony. I shall be speaking
at some length and it is now 5 o’clock.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: I think we may adjourn.

The Council resumed and adjourned
to the following day at 2 p.m.
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