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291 G'town (Valuation 

MINUTES 

23RD DECEMBER, 1960 And Rating) Bill 792 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, 22nd Decem­
ber, 1960, as printed and circulated, 
were taken as read and confinncd. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

BILLS-SECOND READING 

GEORGETOWN (VALUATION AND 
RA11NG) (SPECIAi.. PROVISIO!,iS) 

BILL 

Mr. Speaker: The Minister of 
Community Dev:elopment  and Educa­
tion (Mr. Rai) is to move the Second 
Reading of the foJlowing Bill: 

A Bill intituled: "An Ordinance 
to authorise the Georgetown Town 
Council to prepare the Valuation List to 
come into force in 1961 and for other 
purposes incidental thereto or connected 
therewith." 

The Minider of Community Devel-
opment and Edacation (Mr. Rai) : Mr. 
Speaker, the Georgetown Town Cmmci1 
is required every l O years to pre-par� a 
new Valuation List. There is power, 
however, under the Ordinance, to per­
mit leave of this being extended for one 
year. The 10 years to which 1 i1ave 
referred expired a year ago-last year--·­
and an extension was given for one 
year. 

There is also required, for rates 
and taxes, the draft Valuation List 
which is current at the t ime and that 
draft Valuation List should be con­
firmed before the rates and tax.es are 
levied in accordance with that List. 

The Georgetown Town Council 
said that it has not found it possible to 
comply with the requirements of ,he 
Ordinance becam�e the Assessment Com­
mittee experienced difficulty in obtain­
ing the services of qualified staff to carry 
out the work. Because the draft 
V aluaii.on List has not been prepar�d 
within the time specified in the Orjin-

anc�, it has not been possible for objec­
tions to the draft list to be lodged flr 
appeals against decisions given on objec­
tions to be prosecuted. This has pre­
vented the draft list from being con­
firmed ,so as to enable the new Valua­
tion Li�t to be brought into force for 
1961. 

Clause 3 provides for the preparation 
of the draft list and for its confirmation. 
Clause 4 preserves the right to lodge 
objections to the draft list and the right 
to awal against decisions given on 
objections. Clause 5 seeks to provide 
for amendments to be made to the Valu­
ation List where the assessed value of a 
lot has been altered as a result of a 
decision given on any objection or 
,tppeal. CJau.'>e 6 seeks to make provision 
for adjustments in payments to be 
made in cases where the assessed value 
of any lot has been ahered. 

Section 26 of the Ordinance pro­
vides that taxe,s and rate shaU be 
assessed, levied, and raised on the 
a�ssed value set out in the Valuation 
List for the time being in force and this 
is required to be done in December of 
the previous year. The taxes and ratt> 
for 1961 should therefore be based on 
the valuation list now in force. The 
Georgetown Town Council has requested 
that the tax.es and rate for 1961 should 
be- based on the Valuation List to come 
into force in 1961 instead of the one 
which is now in for('.e. 

Clause 7 of the BiJI seeks to prn­
vide accordingly. 

Clause 8 seeks to empower the 
Council to assess, levy and raise the 
taxes and rate for the year 1961, within 
the time prescribed by subsection (I) 
of section 28 of the Principal Ordinance. 
The Council shaU assess, levy and raise 
the said taxes and rate as soon as practic­
able thereafter, but not Jate-r than the 
I 0tll January, 1961 

I now beg to move the Second 
Reading of the Bill intituled: 
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''An Ordinance to authorise the 
Owrgetown Town Council to prepare 
the valuation list to come into force in 
1961 and for other purposes incidental 
thereto or oonnected therewith." 

Mrs. Jagan: I be& to second the 
Motion. 

.. 

Mr. Rai: I was under the im-
pression that ,seven days had elapsed 
between the Publication and Second 
Readiog of the Bill, and I had taken. the 
precaution to obtain a Certificate of 
Urgency from His Excellency the Gov­
ernor in case the Bill wa.� delaved. I 
understand that seven days have not 
elapsed. I wish to give this Certificate 
of Urgency to the Oerk, so that the 
BiU may be taken through all its stages 
at this meeting. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time. 

Council resolved itself into C'-om­
mittee to comider the Bill cl6use by 
clause. 

COUNCIL IN COMMI1TBE 

Clauses I to 6 agreed to as printed. 

Clause 7. Taxes and rate to be 
ass1Jssed, levied and raised on assessed 
values ,in valuation list in force on the 
1st January, 1961. Cap. 154. 

Mr. Rai: I beg to move an 
Amendment by the substitution of the 
word "Principal" for the word& 0George­
town (Valuation and Rating)", appear­
ing in the second line. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Clause 7, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 8 agreed to as pri:ltk!d. 

Council resumed. 

Mr. Rai: I beg to report that the 
Bm has been considered in Committee 
and passed with one Amendment. I 
now wish to move that the Bill be read 
tbf• Third tim�. 

Qm�stion put, and a.&reed to. 

Bm read the Third time and 
passed. 

MOTIONS 

ORDER IN COUNCIL NO. 95 OF 
1960 

CONCENTRATES FOR USE IN ·rnE 
MANUFACTURE OF STOCK FEED 

The Finaacial Secretary (Mr. 
))'Andrade): I beg to move: 

"That thM Council in term� of -,ec­
tion 9 of the Customs Ordinance, Chap­
ter 309, confirms Order in Council No. 
Qj of 1960, which was made on the 24th 
day of November, 1960, and publish«t 
in the Gazette on the 10th December, 
1960." 

Order in Council No. 95 of 1960 ex­
tends to manufacturers of stock feed 
the concession of duty free admis�ion of 
raw materials and nutritional elements 
for the manufacture of stock meal which 
are imported in concentrated form to 
be mixed with local raw materials such 
as com, rice, brand, padi, molasses 
and copra leaves to manufacture balance 
feed for animals. 

A local Company has been estab­
lishf'd in the Colony to manufacture such 
feed. It is proposed to produce stock 
feed of comparable quality to that 
imported. The C.ompany will have to 
compete with imported stock feed with­
out having any special tariff. 

The Attomey-General (Mr. Austin) : 
I beg to second the Motion. 

Oue$tiOO put, and agrer.e to. 
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CONTINUANCE OF RENT 
RF.STRICTION ORDINANCE 

The Minister of Labour, Health 
and Housing (Mrs. Jagan ): I beg to 
move the Motion standing in my name: 

''Wherea.s the Rent Restriction 
Ordinance. Chapter 186, came into 
operation on the 8th day of Novemher. 
194 t; 

And Whereas section 3 3 of the said 
Ordinance. provide� that the, Ordinan.:c 
shall continue in. force up to and includ­
ing •the 31st day of �er:nber. 1951. bnt 
that. prior to the exp1rat1on the,reof .. _the
Legislative Council may, by resohH!0n 
continue in operation for a further period 
of one year, and that thereafter m�y 
from time to time dl:.:lare _that the �aid 
Ordinance shall continue in operation: 

And whereas the said Ordinance has 
hcc.n continued in operation until the 
31st December, 1960; 

And Whereas it is considered expedi­
ent that the said Ordinance shall be 
continued in operation for a further 
period of one year; 

Now, ·n1ereforc, Be it resolved: 
That the Rent Restriction . Ordi�1-

ance Chapter, 186, shall contmue tn 
fore� for a period of one year up to 
and including the 31st day of !)ecember. 
1961." 

As Members will recall, this i_s the
fourth <,ccasion on which I have found 
it necessary to move the continuation ot 
the Rent Restriction Ordinance. I have 
to report again that an acut(• hous�ng 
shortage still exists in this country. Like 
many other countries, this .Govcrnm�nt
finds it  necessary to keep m operation 
rh<" Rent Restriction Ordinance in order 
to protect tenant:-. in buildings and on 
house lots througlwut the (,ountry. 

It is not neces�ary at this stage to 
remind hon. Members that if we did not 
have this legislation, perhaps, the situa­
tion might have been more acute. I 
would urge hon. rvkmbers to support 
this Motion. and t() agree that the 
necessity still remains for keeping such 
lceislation oo our Statut� Uook 

Mr. Benn: I beg to second the 
Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion affirmed. 

EDUCATION (AMENOMF,NTl 
BILL 

Mr. Speaker: Council will now r�­
sume the debate on the- Motion for the 
Second Reading of the Bill inti tu led: 

"'An Ordinance to amend the Edu-
cation Ordinance." 

When the debate was adjourned on the 
last occasion the hon. Member for 
Western Bcrbicc was speaking. He may 
continue now. 

Mr. Saffee: When the adjourn-
ment was taken on the last occasion, I 
was making the point that the financial 
requirements to maintain the primary 
schools in this country had clearly be­
come a burden whichl 'the denomina­
tional bodies were unable to carry. In 
th<' 1960 Estimates under the head Edu­
cation -- Primary Schools �- Personal 
Emoluments - Salaries of Teachers -­
there is a provision for Aided Schools of 
$4.393.556. Under the head Other 
Charges there is an item of $ J 73,500 
fnr grants to aided schools, and under 
the same head there is an item "Special 
Sanitation Grants, $ J 7,350.'. There is 
also an itrm ''Honoraria to Secretaries 
of Government Bodies, $1,800." These 
items �mount to a tremendous sum of 
money. and it is a fact that the r:hur;;hes 
arc not in a position to bear the cost of 
primary education in this country. 

I would like to quote from a Mem­
orandum entitled "British Guiana -
Education" issued bv the Education 
D�partment, at page 24:

"It i� not a coincidence that these
1.:ondif ion..c; arc specially marked in a
Colony in which church-ownod l!Cboob 
so heavily preponderate� n<>r is it to the
discredit of the Cburciles. They &ook 
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tho initiative in providing schools for 
the people and bore much of the burden 
for many years; but their resources 
have not been sufficient to maintain their 
schools in proper repair. to extend and 
rebuild them when necessary. or to keep 
pace with modern ideas of school accom­
modation of the most simple kind." 

It is quite evident, it is indisputable 
that the Churches arc unable to find the 
money to pay teachers and to take care 
of the repair and  maintenance of the 
schools. Since that is so this Govern­
ment, while recognizing that the denorn­
inational bodies have done their part, 
feels that without prejudice and with­
nut ill-will, what is necessary at the 
moment is that it should take full con­
trol of some of the schools for the time 
being. As has been said by the Minis­
ter, all is not well as regards the em­
ployment and promotion of teacher::. 
under the denominational bodies. He 
also said that even some of the Churches 
were not . prepared to accept te!tchers 
of the samr Christian faith but of a dif­
ferent sect. That i� not an accusation 
but a fact, and 1 would like to quote 
from the same Report on pap:e ?-5� para­
graph 8: 

"Denominational control affects not 
only the property but the teachers. In 
British Guiana they are appointed by the 
Governing Bodies with the approval of 
the Director, and with the requirement 
of previous investigation by the Educa­
tion Committee in case of dismissal or 
cancellation of certificate. Governing 
Bodies try to get head teachers of their 
denomination and, if possible, assistant 
teachers also. The field of selection 
and promotion of teachers tends there­
fore to be restricted to their denomina­
tion and varies with the number of 
:-.chools owned bv tlie Church to which 
the teacher belongs. A non-Christian 
has little chance of appointment as an 
as&stant teacher and no chance of ap­
pointment as a head teacher." 

It is clear from this Report that what 
the Minister has said i� a fact - that 
all is not well as regards the employ� 
ment and promotion of teachers by the 
denominational bodies. Many of the 
speakers on the other �ide of the Table 

claim that the Church has done quite a 
lot for education in  this country. That 
is a fact and we are grateful ft1r it. It 
h. also argued that while Government
pays the '"teachers the denominational
bodies furnish the school buildings.
That is a reciprocal arrangement. The
'1enominational bodies furnish the
school buildings whi.lc Government pays
the teachers and provides funds for the
maintenance of the schools. at the rnme
time allowing the dcnomin�tional bodies
to exercise control of the school:-:. The
sum of money provided in the Estimatec;
for Education runs into millions of
dollars-money which is taken from
the general revenue of the country
which is contributed by Muslims,
Hindus, Christians and peopl c in all
walks of life.

The present system of dual con­
trol of schools constitutes a great injus­
tice to the inlrnbitants of this coumry. 
There should be equality of opportunity 
for teachers on the ground of merit and 
not religion. That is the point on 
which [ think members on the other 
side have taken a one-sided view. I 
am appealing to them to consider the 
other side. Government proposes to 
take control of 51 of the schools which 
were built bv Government, not the 
schools owned by the denominational 
bodies. Some Members have made the 
stupid assumption that Government is 
confiscating the denominational schools. 
I know that the denominational bodies 
are very much annoyed at this move 
by the Government, but i t  is not a 
matter a.bout which anyone should be 
annoyed. It is in the interest of edu.•· 
cational advancement, and we know 
that eventua11y the denominational 
bodies are going to adjust their thinking 
and welcome this istep by the Govem­
ment. So 1 keL in this issue between the 
Church and the Government, they will 
sec the truth and appreciate why it i, 
necessary for Government to take mn­
trol � .the schools. 
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(Mil. SAPPH] 

Several speakers, on the other side 
of the Table, castigated the Govern­
ment for being communistic and so on. 
but this accusation of being communis­
tic seems to me to be going out of date 
·- -out of tmJe-and I only hope that my
friends on the other side of the Table
will try to find reasonable arguments to
criticize the Government and not harp
on this ol<l tune of Government being
communistic. We have heard the
same thing when the Land Bond5 issue
came up. We heard that the Uov­
ernment wants to "communize" the
country. With the Motion relating t0
trade with Cuba, wr heard the same
thing; and with the Freehold and Lease­
hold Bill, we heard the same thing -
that communism is at the back. I
only hope that these hon. Members.
who could only find this one tune to
play, would be able to adjust their
thoughts and see things in their proper
perspective.

The entire world is changing 
rapidly. If we look carefully we are 
going to see that; and no castigation and 
n() stupid argument can stop the 
movement to or spread of any ideology. 
Once people choose a particular way of 
life. nothing can stop it, and that is the 
situation in the world today. So my 
hon Friends over there, who find it 
very convenient to say that the Govern­
ment is dedicated to spread communism, 
should be able to look at things more 
realistically and sensibly and present 
more convincing arguments whenever 
any issue comes before this Council. 

We have heard, as I have said, that 
Churches have done quite a lot for 
British Guiana. We know that the 
Churches built schools in this country. 
tl1e primary objective being to foster 
and propagate religion - to educate 
people and channel them along a cer­
tain path so as to spread religion---and 
since the Churches have built -schools 
illith this one objective, the stronger 

emphasis was on the propagation of re­
ligion. Jn other words, religion was 
the principal factor and education, in
gcnrraL wa.;; a secondary factor. 
l he purpose of building the schools, as
l said, by these Churches, was- to pro­
pagate religion and educate the people
along �ertain lines of the Christian re­
Ji5!ion. Now. Government wants to
change the whole emphasis to education.
Government would like education to  be
spread more rapidly. There are quite a
lot of things to be done for the
advancement of education in thi,; �oun­
try. and Government can only  do oo
with the control of schools.

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Davis, is not here. but he said the nther 
day when he was making his rontribu­
tion to the debate on this Bill, and I 
quote from the notes I made: "I see in 
this1 legislation tlat it is deary vote­
catching''. T am ,sorry he is not here, 
but I would like to tell him +hat the 
Commission of 1925 recommended in 
the Report of the Education Department, 
page 4: 

"While QJlly acknowledging the 
great services whkh the Churches have 
rendered to education in the past, we 
are of opinion that the time has now 
arrived to initiate a hold and compre­
hensive policy which will replace the 
existing denominational schools t y gov­
ernment or colonial schools." 

This Commission was comprised 
Sir Charles Major. KL Chief Justice, 
Mr. R. E. Bras,sington, Sir Gordon 
Woolford and many others� and the 
Minister said in his opening speech that 
there was the Royal Commission which 
came here in 1938 and recommended 
that it would be better for Government 
to takt'" control pf thesi' �"bools. Mr. 
Hammond, in his Report, also recom .. 
mended that. I would like to ask the 
hon. Member what was the objective of 
tho�e who wrote the Report. Were 
they intereste<l in votes? They wrote 
the same thing for the. be,nefit of educa­
tion in the country; but because the 
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Government has brought this Bill, my 
friend simply says that it is intended to 
catch votes. That is thP wrong ,;,,ay to 
look at the issue. 

He also pointed out that while 
be would not say that all was well with 
the system as operated, the way the 
Government was going about it was 
certainly wrong; they should have . had
things done around the table. f-,r()m 
what I understood, there were several 
conferences and discussions on this 
question of Government taking over the 
(X)ntrol of these schools between !he 
Minister and the denominational bodies; 
so this question that it should be done 
Mound the table, was already carried 
out. The hon. Member has misunder­
stood the whofo position, because this 
question of discussion around the tablt" 
was done months ago; now he is saying 
that Government is going about it in 
the wrong way. l see no point in his 
argument. 

I would like to make one reference 
more to the point raise_d by Mr. 
Fredericks. He said the Bill prevented 
the Hindus and Muslims from building 
schools. I think that is dragging the 
whole debate out of its context. My 
friend has really missed the point. He 
has misinterpreted the purpose of this 
Bill; and it is rather regrettable that he 
has taken this stand. He has dragged 
the discussion down to a low kv:1. It 
is a pity a man of his standing �houl<l 
drag the debate to such a low depth. He 
also said that the ultimate aim is to 
abolish religion 

What is the purpose of making �ucb 
a statement? The trouble is, as I see it, 
that some of the Memters of the "Op­
J:X>sition" find themselves unable to 
offer constructive criticism on Measures 
coming before this Council for consid­
eration. They feel that the best thing to 
be done is  to cast aspersions, to casti­
gate the Government, to use all of their 
spite, venom and malice ag;unst the 

Government so that the daily Dff(s,. 

papers - I prefer to call them "daily 
rags"-would report what is being said 
in this Council. That is a very poor 
show, and the people who are prepared 
to oppose the Government must under­
stand that. 

Mr. Speaker: Time. 

Mr. Ajodha Sinp: I beg to move 
that the speaker be given ten minutes 
more. 

Mr. Gajraj : I beg to second the 
the Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Saffee: I was saying that �ome 
of the Members of the l4Opposition .. 
find themselves unable to offer con­
structive criticism against Measures 
brought here by the Government, :md 
they resort to abuse, insults and un-

. convincing arguments. This does not 
contribute one way or another to the 
progress of this country, and the Mem­
bers around this Table should endea­
vour to get on with the business of this 
Council. I hope they will learn that the 
role of the "Opposition" iis not only to 
embarrass the Government. but to offer 
constructive criticism. We are still pre­
pared to carry on, despite the rantingJ, 
of some hon. Members. 

I wish to conclude by making a 
few more points. One of the points 
raised by Mr. Jack-son was that the 
Muslims and Hindus got their educa­
tion from the Christians. That is an 
indisputable fact. Nevertheless, we have 
to accept it and live with it. I wish to 
remind the hon. Member that African, 
Hindu and Muslim slaves were brought 
into this country by the Christians and 
forced to work under sub-human con­
ditions. We admit that they educa!ed 
the Hindus and Muslims, but the hon. 
Mem}?er must admit evewthing. Mr. 
hon. Friend must have forgotten his 
history. 



303 Education 23RD 0FCFMBER, 1960 ( Amdt.) Bill 304 

{MR. SAFPEE] 

Another point made by the ho�. 
Member for Eastern Demcrara (he 1s 
not in his seat at t11e moment) was to 
the effect that "'if you were to Iook r:t 
education, you would have to  say that 1t 
is Christian history·'. l would like t<? _re· 
mind him that the history of dnt1sh 
Guiana indicates that the Churches 
came \Vith the masters. That b the his -­

tory of British Guiana. The Churches 
either came with, or shortly after the 
masters. It is a pity the hon. Member i·, 
not in his scat at the moment 

The hon. Member made another 
point, and I wi1l quote from th� notes 
I have made while he was s;peakmg. He 
said: ·;If these schools were owned by 
Hindus or Muslims, this Gov..:rnment 
would not have introduced this BilL�' 
What a display of ignora�cc and stup�d­
ity ! This Bill ha� nothmg to do with 
the Hindus and Muslims, but the hon. 
Member wants to castigate the Govern­
ment. The ''Oppo�ition·• is only capa­
ble of castigating the Go\er:rn1ent  by 
abuse and insults, but it is not capable of 
producing constructive oriticism. [M.r. 
Campbell: '·You are doing the &ame 
thing now}. This Bill is not intended to 
introduce discrimination among the 
denominations. The ''OppositionH does 
not have the interests of the people of 
British Guiana at heart. It must be re­
membered tbat some people cannot see 
things in their right perspective. We 
hope that they will learn from time to 
time. 

The hon Member went on to say 
that the P.P.P. backed down on the 
introduction of the Rice Mill Bill. I 
would like to remind him that .ve have 
passed legislation in  this Council in 
favour of the entire community. We have 
voted in favour of the lease-hold -svstem. 
and .it is claimed that we have tbe 
greatest number of supfX>rter::: jn thf" 
countryside---people who own land. We 
have passed the Land Bonds Bill-that 
will also affect the people }11 the coun-

tr v:0.ide \\ ht) {N, n Jand. W � do not con­
'.;i�fer kt!i-shtion be.cause it atfects Hin­
dus, M�slim�: or P.P.P. supporters; we 
pass legislation in the interests of the 
people in this country. We want to see 
this country properly developed. 

I wish to conclude by saying that 
this Bill w�s not brought here with the• 
intention 11f discriminating against any 
denominational Bodies} or any Body for 
that matter. lt was brought in the inter­
est of tlw welfore and �<lucatjonal <.�t·vel-• 
opment of the people in this country. J. 
therefore, have very good reason::. for 
supporting this Bill. 

Mr. Bumltam: Mr. Speaker, it was 
most inten.•-,tf ng t<) hear the hon. Mem­
ber for We:,tern Berbice accusing the 
··Oppo.-:.ition'' of otfer.ing no constructive
criticism over th<:' past three years. But
sumc memori�s are short, some are in­
accurate, and some people, perhap:;;,
cannot undcr,,t and what they hear.

For instance, in 1957 when I sug­
gested t o  this (iovernment dunng the 
Detnte on the Estimates th3t then� 
should be a Unit or Department to take 
care of the inve,stigation of our rrsources 
--[/nterruption.1-l see •,omc hyenas in 
this Council. I was saying that then.� 
should be �omc investigation of our re­
sources on a properly organized basis 
before embarking upon a Dev ;}opment 
Programme. I was told at the time

) by a 
pei:,son who is now an Ex-Minister. th�t 
Governmen ( did n()t want bourgeo1s 
:1dvisers. But, today. we see that the 
Leader of the Majc:u:ity Party is talk;ng 
about lhe necessit v for an assessment of 
our resourc._·, ----thn·c vears aft.::r l so 
advised. 

The Majority Party is in the habit 
-ifmcrruprion J ....... at least I appreciate 
srniJes rather than grins. That is why it 
is alwavs �o- eri-,v to gc-t along with the 
I..,eadcr � of rlw �1ajor'hy Party :·athcr 
than the Chairman. I was about to say 
that the hon. Member for Western Ber­
bice seems to misunderstand what is to 
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be done in this Council. From time to 
time the "Opposition" in their wisdom 
may put fonvard counter-proposals or 
criticize something done by the Gov� 
ernment. When a counter-proposal is 
put forward, it is rejected out of hand. 
and yet we hear from the hon. Mem• 
ber that nothing constructive comes 
from the HOpposition'\ 

It is the democratic right of any 
Party in office to believe that whatever 
it does is in the interest of the country. 
That conceit is part of the system of 
Democratic Government. I do not quar� 
rel with the Majority Party for saying 
that everything they have done is in the 
interest of the co�ntry. But they are 
certainly carrying their conceit beyond 
the democratic limit, when thev do not 
allow others whose point of · view is 
bona fide the conceit that their point of 
view is also in the best interest of thP 
country. 

On this particular Measure a great 
deal of  heat has been generated. I mu�t 
concede that it was not heat from one 
side, for heat appeared to come froJn 
both sides of the Council. In this De­
bate there has been a great deal of con­
fusion; there has been a lot of cant and 
hypocrisy. The first bit of hypocrisy 
evidenced was the suave manner in 
which the Mini,ster of Community Devel­
opment and Education sought to jump 
on my bandwagon by alleging that, in 
his desire to aboHsh dual control, be 
was merely relating it to a policy which 
I had adumbrated over seven years ago. 
On this question I make no apolo&ies. 
[Laughttr.] 

In 1951 I qui say that I proposed 
to abolish dual control of oohools by 
legislation. I am not afraid to admit 
what I have Mid in the p�; nor am I 
ashamed to admit that, after cartful 
thought, I have decided to cbanac my 
approach to this problem. [Laugn"r.J 

Now that we have beard that vul­
gar giggle, may I remind this Council 
that these P.P.P. political gymnasts 
won the last election with the main 
plank that the Rice Marketing Board 
should be made a co-o�rative, but 
they came here and voted against it. 
They promised the workers $4.50 per 
day, but their leader said 0Not a cent 
more" in 1959. 

There can be no doubt that •in 
spite of what people may attempt to say, 
in spite of the fact that every politi­
cian attempts to prove to his electorate 
that he has always been consistent, that 
politicians are the one group of men 
and women who from time to time 
adjust their minds and thoughts, and 
adjust and change their attitudes. 

When this Goverrunent was pau­
ina the Land Bonds Bill its spokesman 
said "'It is not we who started it, it is 
Sit Frank McDavid. It ii& his idea for 
the acquisition of lands not beneficially 
occupied." We have heard that the 
justification for the attitude of the Gov­
ernment on the question of dual con­
trol of schools can be found in the fact 
that in Mexico there is no religious 
teaching in the schools, and that the same 
applies to Puerto Rico. To my mind. 
apart from the fact that the Educa­
tion Ordinance and the Regulations do 
not make religious teaching in the 
schools compulsory, it is not sufficient 
for us to say that be.cause in Mexico 
and Puerto Rico there is no religious 
teaching in the schools, that the same 
thing is good for British Guiana. 

The same may be said of. some of 
the arguments from this side of the 
Tab}e. 1:lot beca�se some�ing is hap ... 
penmg m certain Latin-American 
countries must we follow the pattffll. 
It se4:ms to me that on this particular 
question of what is happening in other 
countries both sides of the Council are 
a_rguing from false premises. The ques­
tion of dual control of scbools is an old 
ooe. We are grateful to the Minister tor 
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doing a certain amount of research and 
reminding us of how many years ago the 
problem raised its head, and the difii­
c ulties which have presented them­
selves. I have no doubt that a system 
which has been in existence for over a 
century mu.st have some very unsatisfac­
tory features. 

I am a son of a 6choolmaster of a 
school which was under dual control. I 
know of the hymn singing and organ 
playing that teachers have io do to get 
promotion. I know that teachers h ave 
to conduct vespers if they are to re­
main in the good lx>oks of certain man­
agers. I know of a recent instance in a 
certain school in which a third class 
untrained teacher wa5 given preference 
to a first class trained applicant for 
.ome post. The hon. Minister is not 
being original when he discloses that 
there are certain disgusting and unsatis­
factory features about the system of 
dual control of schools. 

The British Guiana Teachers' As­
sociation some years ago was in favour 
of the abolition of duaJ control. It was 
so in favour in 1953 when I adum­
brated my policy for the abolition d 
the system. Let us consider what is the 
attitude of the Teachers.' Association 
now. Before we cons.i.der it, however, 
may I observe that it is necessary to 
to consult the trade union of a group 
of workers, but the People's Progres­
sive Party and its political b,Ymna.'4S 
say at one time that it wil1 consult a 
unfon provided that the union agreed 
with them, but when the union disagrees 
with them they send queistionnaire:,; to 
individual teachers within the union to 
see if they can persuade those individ­
uals t o  change the point of view hdd 
by the union. 

As far as r am aware at the 
moment, the Teachers' Association. 
through Mr. WiHiams, said a year or 

two ago that 5omethjng must be <lone. 
f lmerrup1ion. J The Minister wiII haw· 
an  opportunity to reply, and his tinu· 
will be unlimited. He need not be so 
nervous. The Teachers' Association 
and the denominations apparently came 
to some agreement that a s.vstem of 
Schools Control Committees ., would 
answer th0 problem. What was to be 
the con�titution of those Schools Con­
troJ Committees? As I unde,rntand it. 
t.hey would have a Chairman from the
denomination, a Member of the Legis­
Jatin· Council, a senior official of the
Education Department, two nominees
of the Governing Body, and a paid non,­
voting Secreta1y. One from o ut.,ide may
�ay that such a Committee is weighted
in favour of the denomination, but that
is what th� B.G. Teachers' Association
accepted------not under p.rnssure so far as
T am aware-and I understand that they
wtre prepared to work that system, as
they thought that the presence of a
Member of the Le£!is1ature and uf a
senior official of the ... Education Depart­
ment would ensure fairness in the ap-,
pointment and promotion of teachers.
We must not as,sume that such a Com­
mittee will not work satisfactorily; we
h ave not tried the system yet. lf we had
tried the system and found that it
failed to work. then we could have re­
vamped the system and no ooubt
changed it.

What is the basic opposition of 
teachen,; to the system of dual control? 
1 know it b(:-tter than the Min ister. r am 
the son of a teacher. and I was a teacher 
mysdf. I was also legal adviser to the 
Teachers' Association. Their basic ob­
jection to the system is that not always 
are teachers promoted on the basis of 
professional ability and moral integrity. 
That i:..; their complaint� and it applies 
aJl round. When the Budget debate 
comes up I shall refer to certain depart­
ment-, when" profe�ional abilitv does 
not seem to be the criterion in the caSt· 
of certain people, and I am goin� to ask 
the rvfinis.ter why he has held� up the 
aprx)intment of the headmaster of Cane 
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Grove school for months, and why he has 
sanctioned the appointment of a head­
teacher to Augsburg school in a matter 
of minutes? It i,s a case of six of one 
and half a dozen of the other. Who is the 
man slated for apJX>intment to Cane 
Grove and approved by the Education 
Department, and who is the man for 
Augsburg school? Take the beam out of 
thine own eye before thou takest the 
mote out of thy brother's. 

The Teachers� Association did ob­
ject to the unfairness with respect to 
promotion under dual control, and they 
are absolutely right. It is time that 
teachers be promoted because of their 
ability and not because they are pre­
pared to kowtow to one person or 
_another. I am not vote-catching now. 
The educational system of this country 
is much too important for vote-catching 
around this Table, but I ask if that is 
the major complaint of the teachers, 
whether the only way to adjust it is, as 
the Minister says, to abolish dual con­
trol of schools entirely? This Govern­
ment does not propose to abolish duaJ 
control in every phase. I think the Min­
ister would be well advised to consult 
the Director of Education, because I 
am going to ask him later, while he is 
talking about the abolrtion of dual 
control, to tell us something about the 
Rama Krishna Dharmic Sabha school 
at Kitty which got a block grant last 
year and will get full Government aid 
next year. Let him ask his Director to 
give him the necessary information, if 
he has not yet ascertained it, as to why 
the Hindi school at Cove and John and 
the one at Reliance, Canje, were given 
grants when this Government says it 
wants to abolish dual control? 

It seems to me that the contention 
of the religious denominations is not far 
ofi the point when they say that it 
would take an extraordinary amount of 
morwy to provide the managerial ser­
vices which are at the moment provided 
hy the denominations, and when we con­
sider the fact that we do not· have a 

sufficient number of schools to  take 
care of the children of school age and to 
give them a proper education, it  seems 
to me that if you can remedy the faults 
of dual control without undertaking the 
management of the schools in all its 
aspects, it would be better to do that 
and give yourself elbow room for the 
erection of more schools, as, for in­
stance, the Trinidad Government is 
doing at the moment. 

This Government which talks about 
its solicitude for eduoation and the 
building of schools, voted $616,600 for 
primary school buildings, furnishings 
and equipment for 1960, but of that sum 
it had spent only $89,708-less than 
half-up to  the end of June. Instead of 
spending the money it has to do some­
thing constructive, Government i s  spend­
ing its time deciding, not so much to 
abolish dual control of schools but to 
take away schools from certain denom­
inations. 

The hon. Member for Western Ber­
bice says it is not a question of division. 
If it is not a question of division, if you 
are consistent that you want to abolish 
dual control of schools, why are you still 
encouraging people like the Rama 
Krishna Dharmic Sabha. Of course, the 
connection between that 
school and a certain individu 
know was instrumental in the purchase 
of . "F/eedom _ House" was purely a
comc1dence. But, Mr. Speaker, what 
does this Bill really propose? It pro­
pos-es to take over the responsibility of 
control and management of schools 
built entirely out of Government funds. 

I am going to assume, because I 
do not have the knowledge which the 
hon. Member for New Amsterdam has, 
that it was perfectly true that it was 
public funds that were responsible for 
the 51 schools set out in the schedule 
and amendment thereto. We have heard 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, 
giving us a history of the undertakings 
of a previous Government with resj;ect 
to Kin�ton Methodist School. The hon. 
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Member for Western Berbice, who has 
suddenly become the spokesman for his 
Government and his Party has not told 
us anything about that. 

I remember that when I stood here 
and opposed this Government honour• 
ing an undertaking of a pr�vious Gov­
ernment with respect to Mr. ffrench­
Mullen that the Elected Majority, ably 
supported by the hon. Nominated Mem­
ber, Mr. Gajraj, said that an agreement 
must be sacred and must be honoured. 
If you are honouring it with respect to 
Mr. ffrench-Mullen, who left because 
he did not get the plum, certainly, if 
there was an agreement with the 
Methodist Body with respect to the 
Kingston school. tell me why it is not 
honoured? What principle are you going 
to violate'? 

I can see no  principle being violated 
if an agreement by a previous Govern­
ment with respect to the Methodist 
Schools were to be honoured; and I say 
this further: that if the expenses which 
will naturally fo11ow from the imple­
mentation of this Bill were considered, 
any reasonable person would have gone 
ahead and built Government schools 
instead. No religious denomination 
would object to Government building 
schools. No religious organization 
would object to staffing the Gov­
ernment schools without !:lnY attention 
being paid to the religious persuasion of 
the teachers. That is what the Govern­
ment of Trinidad is doing. Leave them 
wHh their schools and vote more money 
and build mote �hoole. Instead, Gov­
ernment would not spend what it has. 

In 1953, I drew up a memorandum 
recommending that each year- five 
Guianese be sent away to do engineering 
courses. The Interim Government did 
nothing about it. What has the People's 
Progressive Party done? 

TM Mimml' of Comm11ttications 
_, Work� (Mr. Ram Kanan): More 
than that! 

Mr • .,. ... : More than what? 
Yoo mean a few East German scholar­
ships? As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, 
this Government says rt is following my 
policy in one respect, and it ignores 
something eJse positive that I did. When 
we talked about training people for the 
take over of the EJectricity Corporation. 
the Minister of Communications and 
Works to)d us about technical students. 
We want technologists, not. technicians. 
Of course

t 
the distinction would be 

difficult for the Minister to follow. Tl1at 
is why in  J 953 l sa1d: "Send at least five 
Guianese away every year so that after 
six years you will have five engineers 
coming back each year, including electri• 
cal engineers". Let me bear from them 
what courses they set out, apart from 
the East German scholarships which do 
not come out of Goveminent fun�? 
When I moved the Motion with r� 
to the training of Guianese, they sat 
the-re Hice mutes. 

TIie Millid« of Tnde aacl ladt1dr¥ 
( Dr. Jagan): Sir. to a point of order: 
Are we debating the training ot 
Guianese? 

Mr. Bumham: 1 am not surprised 
that the Minister of Trade and Indus­
try --

Mr .. Speaker: When these cross 
talks come acr06s the Table and one 
Member or another answers. that is 
just the time when he gets 'off the rail'. 
If Members continue with these cros.� 
talks they will find at one time or other. 
they will get •off the rail'. 

Mr. Burnham: I am not surprised 
that the Minister fcel6 I am outside the 
ambit of the taking away of the SI 
schools. 1 remember that in 1953. I was 
writing memorandum after memoran­
dum suggesting scholarship after 
scholarship. I was told, left to me J 
would spend too much money on educa­
tion; and I know this is the view of the 
leader of the Majority Party. 

Mr. Speak«: Who is he? 
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Mr. Bu:mbam: Ihe hon. Minister 
of Trade and Industry. His attitude is 
that scholarships are a waste of time. 
The most he will do is to lend money 
for people to study; therefore� he can­
not appreciate an. allusion to this wider 
subject. Instead of taking away 50 or 
51 schools, let us have a proper educa­
tional programme. Let us have a pro� 
per programme for Guianization and let 
us not have such ignorance as a reply, 
that you are going to train Guianese 
at the Technical Institute to run the 
Electricity Corporation. 

When I look at Section 32A which 
is to be enacted under this Bill, I can see 
that it J_X)ints to two incidents of which I 
read in the Press with respect to the 
locking out of a headmaster by the 
Priest-in-Charge of the Moravian 
School. Let me observe, immediately, 
that in my opinion it was a piece of 
cheek on the part of the Minister to lock 
out the headmaster. Let me observe, 
whether you have dual control or what­
ever control, it was a piece of impudence 
to attempt to lock · out the school­
master. But you do not have to seize 
51 schools to remedy that. The Minister 
ought to know, under the Education 
Ordinance, Chapter 91, he has power to 
make Regulations, and Regulations such 
as envisaged in 32C can certainly be 
made under the Education Ordinance. 

The only part of the Bill which 
seems to recommend itself to me, and l 
think it can be put elsewhere, is that 
which obviously seeks to prevent the 

· Manager prohibiting people �m going
lawfully to the school or on the school
land. It is most alarming that in the6e
days a Manager should lock the doors
of a school building. In my days it was
the schoolmaster who had access and
entry to the building. As I say, 32C
can be embodied in a regulation, and all
the more so sinoe as it stands now, it
does not have general operation. It only
operates WJ:th respect to the 5 t schools
Government is 

· 
to take over. lbis

shouJd be to aD school&

The second thing which I see this 
Bill sets out to do today is to end dual 
control with respect to 51 schools. We. 
have heard the Minister bemoaning the 
fact that people who- do not belong to 
one Christian sect cannot get promotion 
in a school which is controlled by 
another Christian sect. 

Mr. Speaker: Time. 

Mr. Kendall: I beg to move that 
the hon. Member be given half-hour 
more. 

Mr • .Jackson: I beg to second the 
Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Burnham: We have beard the 
Minister say that Hindus and Muslims 
have a very difficult time. [Mr. Rai: 
"I never said that".] The Minister 
claims that he did not say that, but I 
am sure that my precis is ac.curate. 
(Mr. Rai: ''Your paraphrase".} I prefer 
to say that my precis accurately sets 
out what he ,said. We are going to take 
away 51 schools which have been built 
from Government funds exclusively, 
and we are going to take over the con­
trol and management of them. It is my 
view that, at this stage of our country's 
history, we cannot afford to take o¥er 
these schools with all of the expemes 
and responsibilities that go with the 
take-over. It is only my view that the 
system, as I shall suggest later, can be 
so revamped that the ills of which it has 
been rightly accused will no longer 
exist. 

As I had reason to observe earlier, 
there is an inconsistency in the attitude 
of the Government on this question. It 
is not that the Minister has come here 
and said that it is Government's con­
viction that schools which are built out 
of Government funds must be run solely 
and exclusiv4'ly by the Government. 



315 Education 23RD DECEMBER, 1960 ( Arndt.) Bill 316 

[MR. BURNHAM] 

·rhe Minister says that dual con­
trol is not a good thing; it is a bad 
thing; it must be abolished and con•­
demned. Is this not tl1e epitome of 
stupidity? If you decide that the system 
is to be abolished, why encourag(! 
people to build schools? I have- already 
iJlustrated how other schools which 
have been built have been given Govern­
ment aid. In other words, while you are 
saying it is a bad system, you an" sti1l 
encouraging people to build schools and 
making available certain grants to 
them. 

Alt.hough the :�.4inister talks about 
the ills under which the teachers labour. 
he is still giving grants to certain 
schools. The hon. Member for \Vc5tcrn 
Berbice says that the primary purpo�c 
of dual controlled schools is to convert 
ra.ther than to  educ.ate children. The 
Minister says that he wants to abolish 
dual control of schools, but what h� 
really wants to do is to get at the 
Christian schools. I say that without 
fear. What is sauce for the goose is sauce 
for the gander. Why do they want to 
take over these 51 schools when the 
·Rama Krishna Dharmic Sabha school
in Kitty will be  the recigient of a gr.mt
as from next year?

No wonder tlu: Minister found. 
himself embarrassed \vhen he atten,kd 
Spee.ch Day at the Bishops' High 
School. J t must he n�membered that 
these things have to pass through the 
Education Committee. No wonder a.ls:) 
that this Minister found it necessary to 
make remarks about the standard of the 
work in certain Secondary Schools to 
which grants-in-aid were given. He gave 
a grant-in-aid to Tagore Memorial 
&hooL and he knows the quality of tht: 
work he got from its pupils. Of cour�c 
it may be said that English is not their 
native language and they are not sup­
posed to get along welJ with this subject. 
What do you expect from that school? 
\Vhy get up here and say that you arc 
shocked and surprised at the r<.$Ults? 

It seems, to me that in dealing with 
this matter of dual control. we must 
first of all recognize the ills. As I h ave 
observed bdore. one of the disadvanta­
ges of the 5ystern is that some Governing 
Bodies are inclined to promote teachers 
who are prepared to do Church work. 
l know that when my father

) 
who was

a schoolmaster. could not keep evening
service he w,ed to get a rough time. I
am a Methodist--•the hon ..... Nominated 
Member. Mr. Davi<S, need not look at  
me. because I can can names. I know 
about Mr. Underwood. r know that if 
my father was unable· to keep Evensong 
he was in trouble. 

The job of teaching is a profes­
sion. and a teacher should not be ap­
rx>inted or promoted because he can do 
Church work. fMr. Davis: "I agree with 
that".] Secondly, I h ave nut put profes 
sional abi1ity alone as the criterion; I 
put also, moral suitability. It is expected 
that one rnust be sure of the integrity� 
quality and moral fibre of an individual 
before putting him to teach and in­
struct young children at a mo.st impres­
sionabie age. H you agn:(• with that, how 
are yon going to achieve it? 

l t must hP remembered that apart
from the fact that some religious or 
rnoral training i-s necessary in schools, 
there is the material consideration of the 
expense involved if Government were to 
take over all of these schools. The ex•· 
pense will be tremendous, and the money 
could be better :,pent in huilding new 
schools. (Mr. Rat: ·'You have to  appoint 
Managers".] The Min.ister says sotto
voce ''You have to appoint Managers". 

I understand that one criticism of 
dual control is that some of the Mana­
gers are reJigjonists and not suffickntly 
competent to manage a �chool. If that 
i: ... one of the criticisms and rns you 
desire to get rid of, then you \Vill have 
to appoint Manag-crs wlm are compe­
tent educationalist� and not Partv 
lackevs. What is the difference betwN;> 
the Parson who handles things, and the 
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layman whose only qualification is the 
fact that he is a lackey of the Govern­
ment in power? You must look at the 
quality of the minds of the Manag�s, 
otherwise you will be going from one ill 
to another. If you are going to  make all 
of these schools Government Schools 
the Management must be under the 
control o'"t competent educationists­
you cannO't get competent people for 
3 cents. 

Therefore it seems to me that the 
tremendous expenses involved in taking 
over these schools at a time when we 
are so backward in our school building 
programme ought to be given serious 
consideration. We ought to see whether 
we cannot continue to enjoy the ser­
vices of the Religious Bodies, while re­
moving some of the grosser ills. I do not 
think the Government can say with jus­
tification that the quality of the work 
in dual control schools is poor, and that 
automatically t11e quality of the work in 
Government Schools will be of a higher 
order. As I see it, standards are se.t by 
the Government in the Education Ordi­
nance and in the Education Regula­
tions. If those standards are not ob­
served, then the schools will no longer 
continue to be the recipients of grants. 
If standards have fallen, it is as much 
the fault of the Education Department 
as it i� the fault of the Denominational 
Bodies. 

l agree absolutely that in any sys­
tem of education the final responsibility 
for standards must be in the hands of 
the Government. I have no comprom­
ise on that, but tlnal responsibility for 
standards does not necessarily ·mean 
that non-Government agencies cannot 
participate in the management of the 
schools concerned. So far as the ap­
pointment of teachers is concerned, I 
feel that the Schools Control Committee 
system should be ma.de to work. It has 
been accepted by the British Guiana 
Teachens' Association and bv the De­
uominations. If it--{ fMr. Rai: "Say 
,,.lla.t you mean".] 

Mr. Speaker: I t  is difficult for me 
to hear during these interruptions. 

Mr. Burnham: I was saying that ii 
it is found in practice that this system 
does not ensure promotion. on the basis 
of merit, then scrap the system or 
change it, but do not condemn it before 
you try it. When I first saw it my re­
action was that there would be over -
whe]ming representation for the denom­
inations. If the B.G.T.A. feels that it 
will work, t11en let us try it. I feel that 
a member of the Government and the 
senior member of the education De­
partment will ensure proper promotion. 
If the system does not work, we may 
have to embark on  something like a 
Teacher;:-;' Commission in the same way
a::, we have a Public Service Commis­
sion, where the criterion will be profes­
sional suitability and moral integrity. 
Let u,s try this system instead of rushing 
headlong and taking over the absolute 
control and management of these 51 
schools, which wilJ cost, for proper 
management, an extra amount of money. 

Why not use the money for build­
ing better schools in remote areas in the 
country? 'The other day .1 saw a schoo_l_ 
i n  the Rupununi at Kato--my kitchen 
looks better than that. The accommoda­
tion for the teacher is atrocious; the 
sanitary conveniences are lower than 
rudimentary. Instead of ta.king away 
51 schools, why doesn't Government 
take some of the money and improve 
the standards of some of these schools 
in the interc.�t of education and. other 
things you. profess here. My contention 
is that the interest in education you pro­
fe.-;s here is different from the interest 
in education you express elsewhere. 
Furthermore, let us get a proper pro­
gr:rnunc for the building of Government 
Sc.hools. 

Let us build as many Government 
sch:,ols as we can find material and 
money for. Let us accelerate the 
teachers' training courses at the Gov­
ernment Training College. Let us 
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have more trained teachers so that these 
Government schools can be stafkd fr?m 
the very beginning or at the earliest 
possible opportunity with competent 
teachers. If there still remains the com­
plaint that a person's religiot�s persua­
sion is more important than bis profes­
sional ability, at least we will have 
sufficient schools in  which such persons 
will find no difficulty of promotion. I t  is 
not that I for one moment condone 
religious persuasion as a criterion, be­
cause I do not feel that if taxpayers' 
money is used to u�keep sc�?ls, only 
people of a particular reb�ous per­
suasion should be employed m th.ose 
schools. But to point to one ill and con­
demn the entire system is illogical, and 
I would recommend to this Govem­
ment to leave these 51 schools alone. 
Be strong and strict in your stan�ar�, 
ensure a system whereby promotion � 
not denied people because of their 
religious persuasion, and accelerate 
your building of schools instead of not 
spending the money which you have 
voted year by year. 

This Bill is rightly criticized by 
some persons becaus_e it ap.pears t� be
,limed only at certam religious fa:iths. 
In a community like ours is it reason­
able is it intelligent. is it in the national 
inte;est to put forward legislation wh�cl1 
creates the impression on a large section 
of the community that it is being dis­
criminated against? Let me concede for 
the sake of argument that in  the Christ­
ian schools Muslim and Hindu teachers 
cannot get promotion. l heard the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Tel10, reeling 
off ;some names. I do not know the 
names or the facts. He says one thing 
and the Member for Western Berbice 
(Mr. Saff ee) says another. I am going 
to assume that Muslims and Hindus 
cannot get promotion as teacheris in 
Christian schools. but what is the 
answer? I s  the answer to take over 
these schools on the false argument 
that by so doing Hindu and M�lim 

teachers can get promotion, but you do 
not worrv about the Hindu and Muslim 
schools which, obviously, are going to 
carry out the same policy that you al­
lege the Christian bodies are carrying 
out, because l would like to see the 
Christian teacher who is going to be ap­
pojnted to the Rama Krishna Dharmic 
Sabha school at Kitty and get promotion 
there. That is still possible even when 
this Bill is passed, because it is n�t 
abolishing the control which the reh­
gious denominations will have over 
certain schools. 

Therefore I would urge the Govern­
ment not to unnecessarily create con• 
fusion in this country, because that is 
what it is going to do. I t  is goi�g to 
set the Christians up against the Hmdus 
and Muslims. Let us face the realities 
of the situation in British Guiana. Let 
us face the realities of the support which 
it is said the P.P.P. gets. Don't you 
see what is going to be the reaction of 
the Chri1stians-that the P.P.P. is merely 
trying to squee:re the Christians in fav­
our of their suppol'!ters? And no a­
mount of persuasion is going to con­
vince the Christians into believing that 
that is not so. 

Since you say that your main ob­
ject in bringing this Bill is to see that 
proper standards are kept, since you 
say that the main object is to see that 
a teacher's religious persuasion is not 
a stumbUng-block so far $ his pro­
motion is concerned, let us reform the 
system and spend our energies in a better 
fashion. My suggestions may not be 
acceptable to the Government be�ause, 
as I had reason to observe yesterday, 
the Government always complains that 
opposition Members do not make sug­
gestions, but when you make suggestions 
there is a mulish opposition to every 
suggestion you make. In fact it ts 
sometimes heart-rending and sometimes 
amusing that if you suggest the insertion 
of a comma from this side of the Table 
it is stubbornly fought with a Jot of ir­
rational explanations. 
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I would ask Government to re­
consider its attitude on this question. 
The Christians will not be persuaded 
that you are not attempting to apply 
pressure. Let us have an impartial 
body to go into the question oi appoint­
ments and promotions of teachers, other­
wise all your efforts will be wasted, this 
country will be further divided, and you 
do not have to get anyone to instigate 
a division. The situation at the mo­
ment is complicated. It is one thing to 
talk about being interested in British 
Guiana as a nation and as a people, 
but political reality should impress 
upon you that if any act which you com­
mit is going to create further division, 
create suspicion,, it is an act which should 
be shunned, otherwise all your efforts, 
allegedly in the interest of the coun­
try, will be in vain. But if you want 
to divide the country it is your demo­
cratic right to do so. It is said that 
one of the rights in a Democracy is the 
right of the elected majority to min the 
country, and I am saying that if you 
persist with this measure as it is at the 
moment, you ar:e threatening this coun­
try with deep dissension, division and 
ruin. It is a matter entirely for you. 
You can ignore; you can fail to heed 
the points of view of other persons. 
The blood will be upon your own 
shoulders. 

I am opposed to this Bill-opposed 
because it does not tackle the problems 
of dual control of schools � set out by 
the Minister. I am OPPJSOO to it be­
cause it appears in the light of experience 
as discriminatory legislation; I am 
opposed because in certain instances it  
is  a breach of faith, a breach of agree­
ment made by your predecessors in office, 
and I hope that the Government wm

see some wisdom in reconsidering its 
point of view. 

TIie Malia.er of Natural � 
(Mr. Benn) : The hon. Member for 
Georgetown Centlal bas reminded me of 
the tale of the horseman whp jumped 
oo his hone and advanced in all direc-

tions. In an effort to hide his ballet 
dancing, in an effort to throw a curtain 
over the fact that he has once again 
changed. from a stand of which he was 
one of the foremost advocates, the hon. 
Member launched out in all directions 
and threw as much mud as he could, and 
as he is accustomed to. I had hoped 
that this debate would have taken the 
form of a debate on Dual Control and 
its importance to education, but except 
for one or two speeches it has been made 
to look like a religious controversy. 

One or two Members have threat­
ened that the abolition of dual control 
of schools or the taking over of 51 
schools built out of Government funds 
will create riots and bloodshed. The 
hon. Member for Georgetown Ontral 
has just suggested what be believes will 
happen if this Bill goes through. This 
is the same hon. Member who is reported 
to have threatened shopke�rs of. Bus.­
ton at  a street-comer meeting, that he 
would destroy them, and said that they 
must leave the village if they did not in­
tend to vote for him. He also threat­
ened the Red Cross people that he was 
going to destroy them. The same hon. 
Member says that this Bill which has 
been introduced into this Council after 
due consideration and after due notice 
in the Manifesto of the People's Pro.­
gressive Party, is aimed at dividing the 
people and causing all the evils that one 
can imagine through what he describes 

; as discriminatory legislation.

I have been looking at this pro­
blem for some time, and I wish to say 
that among the stars in the crown of the 
Majority Party, this Bill is the brightest. 
No one who has examined the 

'DeYelopment Programme, has 1ookl'd 
around the countryside and seen im­
provements or has listened to and 
tead the Govemor'a speech wid1 the 
Annexure, can doubt that this country 
is facing a great change. No one can 
doubt that with this development there 
goes a desire for better education; for 
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while economic development r..::sts upon 
capital atcumulatior., men_tal develoJ?··
ment is also necessary tor economic 
development. Jt is in this Jirr)lt diat 
hon. Members or this Council -should 
view this legislation. 

The hon. MembN for Georgetown 
Central exhibited some knowledge of 
the problem :is it affects promotions. 
Of course, \Vhat he t-afks sct!gest that 
he speaks from l:ttle knowled!!e of 
what "the problem is on the quc-�'tton of 
the appointment of teachers. His fu 1-
mination on the Schools C'ontrol Com­
mittee to one like myself who kno;vs 
what is in the recommendations of foe 
Committee that recommflnded a C-0ntrul 
Committee. is evid<mce tu me that the 
hon. Member does not know what a 
Schools Control Committee is or else he 
would not speak of it so. But we wi11 
come to that later on. 

The bon. Minister wag at pains to 
point out some of the problems of this 
dual control. rvranv Members said it 
is an attack on reliiion; that fhe Gov­
emment is goin,g to'· 4-i<:.·stroy Christian­
ity. We are not going to df"Slroy Chris­
tianity. If this BiH is intended to des­
troy Christianity, then those people 
who have gmw hc'fore and advocated 
it, and the" thoi.Famh of people who 
welcome it, would be misguided. But 
many Christian.:-: .in Gu1ana, and non­
Christians, ,�:ekorne this step that the 
Govemm�nt is now about to -t:tkc. 

I have a flair for Guiana's h;st•)r\'. 
In 1939. Tht� Vv'est Indian Rov;1l 
Commission came t1) this countrv. ·fhf• 
Teachers� A�sociation. like many other 
organizations, WPnt before that· We:=;t 
Indian Royal Commi::;sion and made 
its proposals fnr the improvement of 
the social and economic standards of 
the people in thi:; country. In a Jncument 
produced by 'The D,tiiy Chron.icle" --­
''The Royal Cnmmission in British Gui­
ana, 1939" .. undt•r di;;;cusslon. the Chair-

IH;10 assuu·d the Chr1'.:tian bodies that 
any step that they (the Commission) 
thought of to remove dual <.:ontrol was 
not ;;ne intended to interfcre with reli­
gion. Let me read, with your permission 
s;r,. from page 25: 

"THF CHAIRMAN: Certainly. rh:} 
last thing I would suggest is to put reli­
gion out of schools. so Qlea� do not 
think that is in my mind!' 

The Chairman had assured the religious 
hodies hecau-,e. you know. they are 
always afraid that somebody is going 
to destroy Christianity. Nobody wants 
to destrov Christianitv. The Church is 
th� b�-t h1.'<.tion agai�st Christianity. 

A R1�v Gentleman who went be­
fore that Commission discussing the 
que�tion 11f dual control, said this, and 
I quote: 

"REV. MR. BRYANT: When it 
comes to actual appointments in the 
school,-;. they are recommended by the 
manag�r to the Governing Bodv and bv 
the Governing Body to the Department 
of Education." 

That is \vhat the Rev. Hawley Bryant 
told the Commission in 1939. Later 
on, however. whm the Teachers' Asso­
ciation--thc Trade Union as an hon. 
Mcmhcr Je•;cribed it •-···- went before 
lhe Cornmi-;sion, it pointed out what 
great injusi ice had been done. And. in­
de,:d, it was anoth{'r illustriuus son of 
Guiana. Mr. H. D. Durant. who sail 
and I quote: 

"MR DURANT: )"es. sir. as a rule.. 
and c.spiy.::.ially as reg-..i.rds Headteachers: 
It is vciy very difficult for tl1e Head­
reacher of one denomination to obtain 
employment as such in another de. 
nomination." 

He was repJying to a question from 
the Chairman. So the parson said 
one thing ;;rnd the teachers said. another 
thing. ·rhis \Vas in 1939. But so:ne 
Members say that times have chang{Xi� 
why not give the Schools Control Com­
mittee a chance to work; the problems 
you talk of do not exist today; people 
should come and go freely into tht• 
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schools. Let me refer to three or four 
cases with which I was concerned when 
I had the good fortune to be Minister 
of Community Development and Edu­
cation. In one case, I copied the letter 
which a young lady by the name of 
Miss Inez Moonasar, wrote to the Edu­
cation Department. Sir, I would lik�, 
with your permission, to read certain 
portions of the letter dated 18th Octo­
ber, 1956: 

"On Fridav 21st my brother wen.t 
to the Head Teacher. and along with 
the other boy Nizamudeen Khan who 
passed the exam too, he sent them with 
a note to the Manager, Mr. N. LaUjee. 
The Manager was not at home and tbc 
note was left. In the afternoon my 
brother and the other boy went back to 
Rev. Lalljee and they were told to see 
the Head teacher, as he had a talk with 
him a]readv on the matter. Mr. Prof­
fitt told n1y brother that the Manager
said he understands that he was not a 
Christian. Mr. Proffitt advised my 
brother to bring along a relative to 
speak to the Manager. Next morning 
Saturday 22nd inst., I went to the Vic­
ara�e and heard that the Manager had 
left for Oreana. He returned on Mon­
day 24th inst. I went again on Tuesday 
25th inst. and he was not in. I went 
back on Wednesday morning 26th inst 
with my brotber and finally met him. 

Rev. Lalljee told me that my 
brother was not a Christian, and he 
cannot get a job as a teacher on those 
grounds." 
I would not bore this hon. Council 

by reading the whole letter which is 
eac,ily avail.able, but I wish to read an­
other portion: 

"I told the priest-Rev. Lalljee that 
my brother was prepared to ]eave the 
Lutheran Church, and be converted to 
the Anglican Church, and he did not 
answer. I must mention this Sir_ that 
Miss Clothilde Yhap who is a staunch 
Roman Catholic member, bas just joined 
the staff of Skeldon Anglican School 
(3.9.56). 

We are very poor people Sir, and 
we make great sacrifice, to give our 
brother as much Education as we can 
afford. My father. died over two years 
ago, and my Mother has a stroke. 1 
am a seamstress, and I am doing every•• 
thine poe&ible to 3S8ist my little brother." 

This was an appeal to a C hristian 
denomination by a young lady whose 
brother could not get a job because 
they thought he was not a C hristian, and 
when they found out he was a Christian, 
then he was not the type of Christian 
they wanted. This is one case. 

I shall refer to another case. This 
is the case, Sir, of Mr. Asgar Ali, who 
made application for the Headteacher­
ship of the C anadian Mission School 
at Maria's Pleasure, Wakenaam. 

Mr. Asgar Ali, who was appointed 
a Senior Assi:-;tant on January 1, 1947, 
is a Class 1 trained teacher and he left 
the Training College in 1944. The 
person who was appointed in prefer­
ence to h.irn was Mr. Joseph Dookhan, 
who was appointed Senior Assistant in 
l 948, although he was at the College
at the same time as the Class 1 trained
teacher. Mr. As2.ar Ali. In addition
he is (;lder----nearlv two vears older -
than Mr. Dookhai'i. The Director of
Education told the Governing Body of
the Canadian Mission School it was
wrong for thern to appoint Mr. Dook­
han over the head of Mr. Asgar Ali.

The Rev. Elder and Rev. Reoch said 
th�y had been completely satisfied 
with .Mr. Asgar AH as a teacher and 
as a person. They said, also, that they 
thought him sufficiently capable and 
highly trained, and trusted him enough 
to take the job; but  they said i t  was 
impossible to appoint him as a head­
teacher as he was a non-Christian. This 
is the case of Mr. Asgar Ali. 

Then, there was the case of Miss 
Gibbons. I believe that in  the Aporo­
priation Bill debate of 1958 I had� the 
cau:;e to extract a portion of a letter 
from the Bishop of Georgetown to t he 
Director of Education on this matter. 
Miss Gibbons had been teaching for 
30 years. Miss Gibbons had been in 
the Roman Catholic School in Charles­
tmvn for most of the 30 years. Miss 
Gibbons, when the appointment for 
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deputy headteachership was to be made, 
who had taught for most of her 30 
years in the Roman Catholic. School,
made application for the appomtment. 
Miss Gibbons was an Anglican, and she 
was not given the job. The Director 
of Education took up the matter with 
the Governing Body. I wish to quote 
from the Budget Debate of the 30th 
January, 1958. I refer to column 555 
of the Hansard which contains a portion 
of a letter from the Bishop of George­
town to the Education Department on 
this matter. It states: 

"Though her qualifications are high 
and her experience long, it must be 
borne in mind that there is one qualifi­
cation which she lacks which is pos­
sessed by the other applicants--for not 
beini a . . . she is not abk to undertake 
. . . Religious Instruction in the School." 

At tlte height of her professional career 
she was told that, in spite of her ability 
and profes.5ional qualifications, she 
could not get promotion. ls this the 
system hon. Members is def.nding? 

Mr. Burnham: "Are" not "is�'. 

Mr. Kendall : He was the Minister 
of Community Development and Edu­
cation. 

Mr. Ben11: I am grateful to the 
hon. Membier for Georgetown Central 
for his grammatical correction. Is this 
the system hon. Members are defending? 
There a.re other points to which I would 
like to draw the attention of hon. 
Members, because the question of dual 
control has been bandied all over the 
country and given different interpreta­
tions by hon. Members. Some of them 
have castigated the Government on its 
attempt to assume the control of S 1 
.;chools which have been built by us, the 
Government. Some people have said 
that we are out to bring religion to an 
end in this country. 

The hon Member for Georgetown 
Central tnffl.tioned the Dua) Controls 
Agreement, and a few other Members 
also referred to it. I say, without 
fear of contradiction, that very few of 
the hon. Members on the other side of 
the Table h ave read the Dual Controls 
Agreement. No legislation was ever 
made for this so-called agreement� no 
Government attempted to put it into 
practice, because of the fact that every 
Government since 1945 felt that it was 
impracticable for the Agreement to 
work. As a matter of fact the Reli­
gious Bodies placed a different interpre­
tation on the Dual Controls Agreemcn1 
from that of the Education Authorities 
and Government. 

In a letter to the Bishop of George­
town a former Director of Education, 
Mr. Clough, drew attention to the fact 
that there was a difference in the inter­
pretation. The Bishop of Georgetown 
said that the least the Government could 
do .. as a qµid pro quo., is to give the 
schools to the denominations. The 
Religious Bodies said that their under­
standing was that they should be able 
to admit their own children into the 
schools. We thought that all children 
were God's children. Christian children 
are God's children. But, perhaps, 
according to the cleric, the children of 
Muslims and Hindus are 11ot God's 
children; the children of Roman Catho­
lics are God's children; but Anglicans, 
Presbyterians and Jordanites, etc.� are 
not God's children. 

Some hon. Membtrs suggested 
that the Government was wrong in not 
giving effect to a decision taken by a 
previous Government. Ask. the Mini:)­
ter of Education i n  1953 what has 
happened to his legislation regarding 
the Education Committee? It was 
thrown aside in 1953 when the Gov­
ernment had its Constitution taken 
away. Some Members say that Mus­
lims and Hindus should build schools 
··-(Mr. lhmalua•: 'The legislation was
not drafted at the time, but you would
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not know about that."]- and employ 
their own teachers. Others suggest 
that we should allow everybody to 
build schools all over the place in order 
to solve the problem of overcrowding. 
They want Hindus to build their own 
schools and employ their own teachers, 
but we do not want to encouarge that 
type of rivalry. 

I would Hke to quote from page 58 
of the Report of the Wilson-Snell Com­
mission. Referring to this question of 
rivalry in dual control of schools it 
states: 

''The position is not improved by 
the rivalry of the churches, which has 
led to the creation of large numbers of 
schools which are redundant to local 
requirements and which they cannot 
afford to maintain in a decent condi­
tion." On this the Commission record 
the opinion that "the dissipation of 
educational energy o� a large number 
of small, insanitary and ill-equipped 
and inadequately-staffed schools, will 
continue in a greater or less degree so 
Jong as the State relies upon competing 
denominations to provide schools for the 
people." 

An hon. Member mentioned the 
Education Code says no one can put up 
a school less than one mile away. 
Everybody knows that a mile is not a 
far distance. But let me give you an 
instance, and it is not intended to de­
tract or suggest that the people who 
want to build primary schools should 
not do so. At the Helena Canadian 
Mission School, the headmistress is an 
Indian; at the Mahaica Scots School 
a different denomination. the heal 
master is a Negro, it has been found that, 
because the dis�rict is predomin.antly an 
Indian district, many Indian students 
were leaving Mahaica School and going 
to the Canadian Mission School. 

Mr. Benn: He has his information 
mixed up as usual; the school was 
built by a Religious Body. I will 
leave that matter for the hon. Minister of 
Community Development and Educa­
tion to deal with. The hon. Member 
for Georgetown Central is a bit uncom­
fortable at the moment. Grants have 
been given to the Lutheran Schools, 
Anglican Schools and others which have 
been built since this Government has 
been in office. The hon. Member 
mentioned the Hindu Schools because 
he wants to put a racial twist to the Bill. 
The Lutheran School in the housing 
scheme was recently built, and it was 
given a grant; the Lutheran School at 
Mara has been given a grant during this 
Government's term of office, so why 
mention the Indian School at Kitty? 
The hon. Member cannot escape from 
the racialism that is so much a part of 
him. There is the case of the problem 
of rivalry between the Lutheran School 
at Mara which has been able to accom­
modate more students who may have 
left the Mara Scots School. 

Mr. Speaker: Time. 

Dr. Japa: I beg to move that the 
minister be given another half-hour. 

Mr. Ram Kanan: I beg to second 
the Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Benn: I was saying, why 
mention the Hindu Schools? Why 
bring in racialism in this Council, and 
then say that we want to divide the 
people? It is the Members on the 
other side of the Table who are trying 
to do that. They say that the 
Churches have spent their money in 
building schools. That may be true, 
but I want to take hon. Members' atten­My hon. Friend the Member for tion back to 193i when the Appropria­Georgetown Central referred to a tion Bill was discussed. An extract school at Adelphi-Canje--- from the debate has been published in 
the "Thunder" of August 27, 1960. 

Mr. Burnltam: I said "Reliaooe". 1 quote: 
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''Ibc 1932 returns which are at 

hand, disclose that the �nglica�"t_ t·ody 
received £ L747, 14. 2. m adtht1on to 
Capirnl Grants _in . Gov_e:n,rne_�l .. ��n(1� valuing m�arly £13.000. fhc (hu,d, l!1 
Scotland £46 i 10. 0., plus £ l 8,0!Hl m 
Government Bonds. The Roman Cat�o­
lic Church £381. 11. 0. plus a ca�1tal 
:mm of £24 in Government Bom!s. Th� 
Methodist Church £318 15. (1. in add1--
tion to £16,000 in 1.:apital grants." 

Jn addition denominationals get grants 
for schools and other purposes. 

If the Churchf•s were buading aJ! 
of those schools from the1r money, 
what were they doing with these grants 
and Ianit> sums of money in Government 
Bonds'( ln addition that very year, the 
Appropriation Ordinance. 1 �32, � �ho�s
that Governmrnt spent :C 65 .85.'."I m 
running I 7'K schools \1-·ith an cnr()lmcnt 
of 4,972 children. W11r·re i> all tht· 
money that th<' religious bod11�:.; were 
spending on education? l am nl}:... s:rr­

in!! that they have ntJt :-.;p,:nt mow,y, 
btit I wilt show how �ome of it v-.a., 
spent. J suggest that . hon .. '.\.1embers
should go along the E�.s.equ1bo co:1:;t 
and SC'(' wh(•re the Church building-.; arc. What did the rdi1.1inu::: bo<l1es do with 
the large sums of money pro,,·i1..!ed by 
Guiane�e tax.payffs for educational p1�r­
pose�? Do not s_uggt>-.;t that� the? !Jutlt
those schools enttrdy out ot d11_:i.1r cwn 
funds. 

The hon. Member referred to the 
Tcacht'rs· Association and a:-;:\t1d ,vhy 
Government did not con:'.'u!t th:.u "'trnd-.' 
unfr1n." r sav let the .A.ssociation hold 
a plebiscite �among teachers rd ask 
them. if thev want dual comro! to 
continue. Be�ause :,Orne nf the teacher�; 
in Georgetown arc against the I'vlajority 
Party. they are opposed today to what 
tfwv recommend in 1953. What th,::v 
fmlf!h1 for in J 953 1ht�Y :�ay t.hcy art .. 
a!!afost tod;iv Th<' hon. Mernb•"r fqr
Ci�:orgctown .. C<:ntral says that the-re is no
harm .. .  in dltHlge, _ju.-;t ;LS the wind blows 
a weatht'rooc:k. l say thi,Y have changed 

for J:X)litical reasons--?ecauRe the>': f�el 
that it would be u credit to the Ma1onty 
Pa.rty which is part of th;; C/Jvrrnment 
todav. Thr·r\.· are other rnot1 vps. ,1m,m[� 
otlwi: I each-.>r:;; who an· afraid of flwir 
denornin;.11·1ons. ivfany of them haw 
been told not t.o rcp!.y to the circular 
which wa'.) :-.i.:nt bv the �1iniswr of Edu­
cation. If I understand rightly they 
were a�,kcd to say whether they \\.·anted 
to work \vith Government or tl) remain 
with the religious d•cnornina�ions. 

1f a 1-::adkr is attached to a Gov-­
eming Bodv which ha,;; six schools he is 
Jikelv-_- to !.-'/t promlltiun :1·� a headtea::her 
faster th��; j{ he were in .a Governing 
Bodv with 100 schools, becau:-;e the line 
i:,; !c;m�cr and there i\ grc..Jt('r ccrnpeti­
tion. Thar is the rea:.1on why some 
of t be tcach(•r:-; have beh:.i ved in this 
wav. One hon. Mirnbcr suggested 
th.;t this i:-: Christian cr:.1mtry. That 
i� the type of behaviour that terrifies 
(rt.her people v-./110 are not Christians. 
Let us say that British Guiana has a 
largt� nurnbff of Christian::-:., hut w..:· mu�i. 
admit 1 hat there are largt'.f numbers of 
Hindus and :lVJuslims in British Guiana. 
The same hon .. Member suggested an 
independent Cnmmis::ion••··---�m inckp�nd­
ent Commission for what? The Com-­
mittf•;• tfw1 r.'.commended the establish­
ment of Schools Contro:l Committees 
was an independent Committee, but 
manv of its members were parsons. 
Is it then.fun: surpnsmg that in the 
composition of the suggested Sd1ools 
Contrul Co11· ,--;: t�es the Churche� 
would have the greater say? Of course 
Government pay�; the piper and the 
Churches want t o  call the tune. 

There ;') a !om� lisr of sc!HX>l::.: which 
iiw d<•nomin:d ;,,ns f;aw· huih s;nce 1945,. 
hut l de-;irc to brine; to the nm ic:' of the 
Council c:1.�•�·s ,if s'tuhhornness on the 
n:irl of �:11mP den()minatiom:. f. 1nfortun 
�H1-:ly tlw l-fop�town Anglicm .-:.chool 
wa.:·, blown down in 1958. Tht� Gov­
ernment suggested that in view of the 

", 
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fact that there was a shortage of funds, 
and in view of the fact that ti1e sd1ool 
did not accommodate so many children, 
that the Congregational school building 
at Hopetown should take all the children 
of the district, and the Government 
could withdraw the grant given to the 
Hopetown Anglican school. There was 
a big hue and cry and a delegation to 
the Minister, and finaUy whe11 Govern­
ment decided not to rebuild the Hope­
town Anglican school the Church 
authorities said they would put up their 
own school. 

This brings me to another case in 
which a Methodist school on t11e Esse­
quibo Coast fell into disrepair, and �he 
Education Department was able to brmg 
sufficient pres�:ure to bear on the Metho­
dist authorities to allow their children to 
go to the Anglican school. What do 
the religious denominations do with their 
maintenance grants? Ask the Vicar of 
St. James•thel,,ess who is now Vicar of 
Christ Church. how he maintained St. 
fames-the-Less. The denominations 
collect maintenance grants for their 
schools and use the monev to rebuild 
on� school. That wa-; don;, in the case 
of the Hopetown school. This type of 
morality is very good for young children! 

This sort of thing happens all over 
the countrv. Look at St. Mary's School, 
Brickdam,"' a beautiful building, but look 
at some of the others. The maintenance 
�rants from some schools are used to 
rnaintain other schools of the particular 
de-nomination which are in the limelight. 
The Camp Street and Main Street at­
mosphere must be kept up. I expect to 
hear the hon. Member reply to these 
points which I am raising. One or two 
Members have said that the Government 
is dishonest in bringing forward this 
Bill. Did we not indicate it when we 

. fought the election? ls it that some 
Members do not expcx:t us to do what 
we say if we can reasonably do it? What 
djd we say? We said that all schools 
built out of Government funds would be 
controlled by Government, and arrange­
ments would be made for religious in-

strnction tu be uiven in those schools 
wlH·ntver parents desired it. Because we 
have followed our manife4o we are said 
to bt� dhhonest. I read somewhere that 
an honest politici{m is one who, when 
hr- i:; bnught, will stay bought. We of 
the Majority Party arc not that "honesC. 
l n•!!ard the hon. Memtx:r for Demerara
River (Mr. Bowman) and the hon. Mem­
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Bcharry)
as being like the comedians, Laurel and
Hardy . ..., Some Members' political mo­
rality is nf the type I have mentioned.
They are bought and will stay bought.
The P. P.P. is out of that; it :;;ays what
it will do. What type of morality do
some Members want -·- the type which
5elJ:.; Government telephones, Crown
land:-:. an<l houses in the Housing
Scheme? No, that is not our type of
political morality,

Some hon. Members have said that 
the P.P.P. is opposed to  denominational 
control of schools for ideological reasons. 
Some people have no ideology. I t.hink 
the hon. Member for New Amsterdam 
(Mr. Kendall), who was once Mayor of 
New Amsterdam, told a gathering of 
young people "We are not like those 
people who have ideologies." Possibly 
there {lfe a lot of people in the "Opposi­
tion'' who do not have ideologies. But 
whenever a Government which is dedi­
cated to protect the majority of the 
population against the minority of the 
opulent, at.tempts to do anything, as the 
hon. Member for Western Berbice (Mr. 
Saffee) suggests, names are called. With 
your p•.::rmission, Sir, I would like to go 
lxick a little into history, and to quote 
from a book entitled "The Enemv For­
pJtt.en", by Gilbert Green, which was 
written in 1957. Green referred to the 
remarks of an economist who supported 
the slave-owner::; and revHed those who 
were fighting against slavery. This is 
how he expressed his sentiments to the 
slave-owners in 1857. I quote horn 
page 301 of the book: 

"We warn the North that: every one 
of the leading abolitionis�� is agitating 
t'be negro slavery question merely as a 
mean� to attain their ulterior en&s .... a 



335 Adjournment 

[MR. BE!-t'N] 

23RD DECEMBER, 1960 Season's Greetings 336 

surrender to Socialism and Communism­

to no private property, no church, no 

Jaw, to free love, free lands. free women 

and free children." 

This is 1857. They had been saying it 
over and over again. We have been ac­
customed to that record. 

Mr. Speaker : Time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Chief Secretary : I beg to move 
that Council adjourn to Wednesday 
le.l.t at two o'clock. 

Mr. Speaker: Council is now ad­
journed to Wednesday. 28th Decem­
ber, I 960, at two o'clock in the �fter­
noon. 

Members will see from the Min­
utes, proposals for sitting late on Wcd­
nesda y night. 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

We will not be meeting before 
Christmas, therefore, I take the oppor­
tunity to wish Members a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas and a brighter 
New Year. 

Council adjourned at 5 .07 p.m.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24



