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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

FRIDAY, 25,th MAY, 1951. 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His Ex­
cellency the Officer Administering th/3 
Go-vernment, Mr. John Gutch, 0.B.E.� 
Pres1ide:nt, in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 

The Pre·sident, His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government, 
Mr. ,T. Gutch, O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Oolonia•l Secretary, 
,. i Mr. D. J. Pa�kinson, O.B.E., (Acting). 

, The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
. F. W. Holder, K.C. 

' The Hon. the Financial Seciretary 
. · a�d Treasurer, Mr. W. 0. Fraser, (Act-

ing). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight, C.B.E.. 
(Western Es1sequibo). 

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nich01lson 
(Georgetown North). 

The Hon. T. Lee (E.ssequibo 
River). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

, .. Ir. The Hon. C. P. F,e,r:reira (Be,ribice
,f River). 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi­
. nated). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E., 
tN ominated). 
' 

The Hon. Ca·l?�- �- J.>.· C<;>gh!a;n (pem-
erara :fliv��)� 

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastem 
Demerara). 

The Hon. J. Fernandes (George. 
town Central). 

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Wester:1 
Berbice). 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North 
- Western District.

The Hon. J. Carter (Georgeto,wn 
South). 

The Hon. L. A. Lucil�hoo (Nomi .. 
nated). 

The Clerk read pr.ayers. 

T:he minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, the 18th of May, 
1951, as printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and .c;onf iI med . 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND 

DOCUMENTS. 

The following documents were laid 
on the table:-

The Annual Report on the Local Gov­
. ernment Department for the year 1950. 

( Colonial Secretary). 

The minutes of a Special Meeting of 
Finance Committee of the Legislative 
Cou11cil held on 17th May, 1951. (Finan­
cial Secretary and Treasurer.). 

GOY ERNMENT NOTICE 

INTRODUCTION OF1 BILL . 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL gave 
notice of the introduction and first read­
ing of a Bill .intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to arne�d the 
�ax Ordi�ance, 1�3�." 
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UNOFFI,CIAL NOTICE. 

LUNCH ROOM F'OR MEMBERS. 

Mr. ROTH gave notice of the fol­
lowing motion:-

"WHEREAS the sight, during sittings 
of this Honourable Council, 0£ Honour­
able Members standing in the public hall 
immediately without the Chamber door, 
partaking of refreshment from flask and 
tin is not calculated to enhance the 
di�nity of this Honourable Council; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable 
Council recommend to Government the 
establishment of a lunch-room in the 
precincts of the Chamlber." 

ASSISTANCE FOR CRUDE OII, 

MANUFACTURERS. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Sir, before we pro­
ceed to the Order of the Day may I crave 
your indulgence to d,raw Government's 
attention to the1 very serious s'ituation 
which faces a section of the community. 
I ref er to the very serious plight of 
about 200 crude coconut oil makers who 
are threatened with unemployment, 
which is regre,ttabi1e at this time wht>n 
we are trying to find employment fo.r 
s me of our people on anothe1r Oo,ntinent. 
It apipe,ars that the price of copra and 
refined oil bias ,been Jncreased, and at tl 1e 
same time control of the price of coco­
nuts has been removed while the price 
of crude coconut oil remains the ·same. 
The res·ult is tiiat the make,rs .of crude 
coconut oil have to pay as much as $25 
to $30 per 1,000 for coconuts, and they 
are finding it very difficult to purchase 
coconuts in view of the incentive to 
manufacture copra and refined oil. 

Th·ese people have for over 30 years 
not only been engaged in the very 
important industry of crude coconut 
oil making but of poultry and pig rear­
ing-two very essential minor indus­
tries to the food supply of the coun­
try. It is an extremely urgent matter 
and I am making an appeal to 
Government to take immediate s'teps 
to fix the price of coconuts, prob-

ably at some sHght rise, and also to 
raise the price of crude coconut oil 
so as to make it possible for the crude 
oil makers to purchase coconuts to carry 
on their industry. The p'l·oduce,rs of � 
�c.conuts are probably holding their nuts 
in orde,r to get a better p,rice by either 
making copra, or selling them to the 
man uf.acturers of refined oil. I feel I 
certain that the acute shortage of edible 
oil being felt by houiseholder.s would also 
be re11ieved if Gov:eirnment took immedi­
ate steps to fix the prfoe oi:f coconuts 
wiithou,t waiting for the report of the 
Committee whic,h is at present investi­
gating the maitter. 

The PRESIDENT: A note will be 
taken of the hon. Member's remarks. As 
he is well aware, I have received a depu­
tation from these people. The problem 
is indeed a very complicated one,, .a1Ud 
I advis,ed them to put their case ibefore 
the Committee which is investigating 
the whole set-rnp of the coconut indusitry-. 
Thi-s is only one phase of it, but a note , 
will be made of wha.t the hon. Member 
has said. •. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

CONVEYANCE OF INJURED WORKMEN. 

Dr. JAGAN asked, and the 
OOLONIAL SEORE,TARY laid over re­
plies: to the following questions:-

(2. 1-In view of the fact that section 6 
(1) of the Workmen's Compensation 
(Amendment) Ordinance, No. 14 of 
1947, provides that '.'in every case 
where injury has been sustained by 
a workman, the employer shall be 
liable to pay to the workman or to 
any other person advancing the 
same, the expenses of conveying the 
injured workman from the place of 

1 the accident to a hospital or to his t 
residence" will Government state 
whether expenses incurred for motor ·• 
car hire can be ft:lly recovered · � 
under this section? � 

A. 1----Section 6(1) of the Workmen's Com­
pensation (Amendment) Ordinance, 
1947, does not state what means of 
fonyeyance sha lI be used. 
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It is considered that the ques­
tion whether the expenses for motor 
car hire can be fully recovered 
under the abovementioned subsec­
tion of the Ordinance wodd depencl 
on the circumstances of each case, 

. e.g., the nature of the injury. thfJ 
distance of the place of accident from 
the hospital or home of the injured 
man, whether other suitable but 
less expensive means of conveyance 
is available, and so on .. 

EXPENSES FOR AIR TRAVEL 

Q. 2----Is Government aware that many 
timber and mining companies are 
operating in the interior and other 
remote areas without proper medi-­
cal facilities? If so, willl Go:vern­
ment state whether injured workers 
requiring emergency treatment can 
recover expenses incurred for pas­
sage by airplane? 

A. 2-Regulation 164 of the Mining Regu­
lations '11931 provides that ''Every 
person who employs any servant on 
a claim shall be bol::nd to keep 
thereon such medicines and medical 
remedies as may for the time being 
be required by the Governor to be 
so kept by not.ice published in the 
Gazette and in a newsp�er circu­
lating in the Colony: and where fifty 
servants o-r more are employed on 
such claim shall employ a certifi­
cated sicknurse and disnenser on 
st:ch claim, provided there is no 
Government hospital or dispensary 
within ten miles thereof." Timber 
Companies, however, are not at pres­
ent bound 1by such provisions, but 
Government has under consideration 
draft regulations which will include 
a provision similar to Regulation 164 
of the Mining Regulations. 

As regards "injured workers/ re­
quiring emergency treatment'' sec­
tion 6(1) of the Workmen's Compen­
sation (Amendment) Ordinan�e 1947 
provides that the expenses of con­
veying an inj1.:red workman from 
the place of accident to the hospi,tal, 
or to his reside�ce, shall be borne 
by the employer, but the section 
does not state what means. of con­
veyance shall be used. 

Q. 3-Jn view of the fact that Finance
Committee has recently voted money 
for expenses incurred. in bringing 
emergency cases into Georgetown 
from the interior for medical treat­
rne:,;it· wil! Government state whe-

ther there was included among thP. 
cases any person covered by the 
provision of the Workmen's Com­
pensation Ordinance? I£ so, will 
Government state wh2ther any sum 
of money and what proportion of 
the cost incurred by Government 
was recovered from the employer 
or employers? 

A. 3-So far as can be ascertained from the 
records of the Medical Department, 
in no instance has expense lbeen 
incurred in respect of conveying by 
plane an emergency case in which 
the person concerned was covered 
by the Workmen's Compensation 
Ordinance. 

PROCLAMATION OF FACTORIES ORDINANCE 

Q. 4-Will Government state how soon thP.
Regulations under the Factorries Or­
'dinance of 1947 will be published? 
Will Government also state at what 
time the Factories Ordinance of 1947 
will be proclaimed? 

A. 4-(1) Regulations dealing with­
(a) First Aiid, and 

(b) Means of escape in case
of fire,

have already been published. 
Regulations· dealing with-

( c) Health and Welfare hav
been approved in principle by 
the Executive Council, bt:t pub­
lication must await the procla­
mation of the relevant sections 
of the Factories Ordinance. 

Other regulations under the 
Factories Ordinance will be dealt 
with in due cot:rse. 

(2) It is expected that the Factories
Ordinance will be proclaimed
later this year.

MISSION ARY BOARD OF THE CHURCH OF 
GOD (VESTING OF PROPERTY) BILL. 

Mr. THOMPSON: I move the su�­
pension of the relevant Standing Rule 
and Order to enruble me to move the 
motion standing in my name at item 8 
Qf the Order Paper. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY se­
conded. 

QuestiQn put and ag,reec;l to 
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Mr. THOMPSON: I move the 
second reading of the Bill intituled: 

"Ari Ordinance to vest in the Missionary 

Board of the Church of God in trust for 

and for the use of the members from 

time to time of the Church of God all 

property in the Colony now held and 

which may hereafter be acquired by any 

person or any Society, Association or 

other body of persons on behalf of or for 

the use or benefit of the Missionary Board 

of the Church of God in the Colony, and 

to make provision for the administration 

thereof.'' 

The Church of God has been in ex-

Clause 3, as amended, agreed to. 

Schedule-Item 4. 

The ATT0RNEY-GE-NERAL : l 
move the addition of the words "save 
and except the buildings< and erections 
ther,eon belonging to the Reverend Oscar 
Archi,bald Lupe". · 

Amendment agreed to. 

Council resumed. 

Mr. THOMPSON: I move that the 
Bill be now read a third time and passed. 

istence in this Colony for the pa;s,t 36 The ATTORNEY-GENERAL sec-
y.ears. Its headquarte.rs wre in John anded. 
Streeit but there are 1branches in Bel 
Air StreE.t and in the country districts, 
in101'uding Buxton and Plaisance. It has 
been doing very useful wor:k and the1·e 
is opportuni,ty for expans,ion. The Rev. 
M1r. J efifrey is dead and it has ·been cte­
ci,ded to vest all property of the Church 
in a Missionary Board. I ha'Ve great 
plea'sure in moving the second reading 
of this Bill. 

Mr. LEE seoond'ed. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Council resolved itself into Commit­
tee to consider the Bill clause by flause. 

Clause 1. Short Title.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
sugg,es1t tha1t the figures "1951'' :be sub­
stituted for the figures "1950". 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 3.-

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : l 
move that the words "twenty-second'' 
and "nineteen hundred and forty-nine" 
be ·su1bstituted for the figures ''22nd'' and 
"J949". .. ... . .. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

LICENSED PREMISES (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1951. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 
move the first reading of a Bill inti­
tuled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Licensed Premises Ordinance. 1944, with 
respect to the opening and closing hours 
of retail spirit shops other than those in 
Georgetown and New Amsterdam." 

Mr. 'WIGHT seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bm read the first time. 

CONSTABULARY (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1951. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I 
ask leave to defer consideration of the .. 
Constabulary (Amendment) Bill in view 
of the point raised by the hon. the act­
ing Financial Secretary and Treasurer 
on the last occasion when the Bill was • 
read a second time. 

Consideration of the Bill was de·· 
ferred. 
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MUSIC AND DANCING LICENCES 

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I 

., move the second reading of the, Bill
in ti tulec

f

: 

''An Ordinance to amend the Music 
and Dancing Licences Ordinance with 
respect to the granting of licences." 

Clause 2 of this Bill seeks to cor-
. rect a mistake in section 12 of the 
Principal Ordinance by substituting for 
the words "f.or any purpose within the 
meaning of this section" the wprds "for 
any of the purposes specified in section 
two of this Ordinance." 

Clause 3 seeks to provide that no 
licence under the Principal Ordinance 
shall be granted unless there is produced 
to the Magistrate a certificate from the 
Superintendent of the Georgetown Fire 
Brigade that, in respect of the place 
pr,oposed to be licensed, he is satisfied 
that there is adequate pr,ovision as to 
means of escape in the event of! fire, 
and as to precautions aga.inst fire and 
in the interest of general safety, and 
a certificate of fitnes,s from the Director 
of Public Works or, in the case of 
premises in Georgetown, a certificate of 
fitness from the City Engineer in rela­
tion to such place. It will be appreci­
ated that g·reat care should be taken as 
to the fitnes,s of all premises1 used for 
purposes of music and dancing. Hon. 
Members will agree that Georgetown 
has been very fortunate in not having 
suffered any serious loss of l.if e in place.s 
of public entertainment. This clause 
-3-is a precautionary measure, and I
think it wiU be agreed that it is a
wise prov1s10n. As I have said, th12;
provision will apply to Georgetown, New
Amsterdam, Bartica and any other place
which the Governor in Council thinks
it should apply to. I think it is a
measure which all hon. Members will
agree is very necessary and desirable.

Mr. WIGHT seconded. 

Mr. LEE: It seems to me that 
this isi a ,precautionary measure the 
necessity for whic,h w;ill llltOt 1he disipurtetl 1 
but there is ,one thing which is being 
dfap:uted and that is :the fact that the 
granting of licences for any particuiar 
premises will be limited by the 
author,ity. For instance, certa5n 
clubs are only permitted to have. a 
certain number of dances per year, and 
i think that is restricting the liberty 
of the subject. I desire to bring that 
to the notice of Go-vernment so that 
the situation would be remedied. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I rise to seek 
some information with regard to clause 
2 of the Bill. I hav,e before me the 
Principal Ordinance and section 2 there .. 
of reads:-

''2.-(1) A place, whether licensed or 
not for the sale of wine, spirits, beer, or 
other fermented or distilled liquors, shall 
not be kept or used, fur public dancing, 
singing, music, or other puHic entertain­
ment of the like kind, without a licence 
for the purpose or purposes for which it is 
to be used being first obtained from the 
magistrate of the district in whioh it is 
situate .... " 

If we are amending seotion 12 by 
the substitution for the words "for any 
purpose within the meaning of this sec­
tio.Yi" of the words "for any of the pur­
poses specified in section two of this 
Ordinance," it seems to me that the 
purposes would be the purposes stated 
in section two because there is no pur­
pose in section 12 as far as I can see. 

The ATTORlNEY-GENERAL: We 
will deal with that when we get into 
the Committee stage. 

, Mr. FERN ANDES: This Eill 
appears to be quite good on the surface 
since it provides for the safety of the 
general public, but I desire to point 
out that it would create a certain 
amount of hardship as regards small 
dances carried on in private bomes. 
While the building in each case must 
be certified by an engineer, this B U1 
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says that the engineer must be no other 
person but the City Engineer so far as 
Georgetown is concerned, while the 
Director of Public Works will issue the 
certificates as regards other parts of 
the Colon�·- The Bill further states, i_n 
clause 3 (3), that-

''(3) In this section-
"the Director of Public Works" 
inch:.des any fit and proper per­
son authorised in writing by the 
Director of Public Works to 
examine the places and give 
certificates of fitness in respect 
of such places for the purposes 
of this section. 

In the case of the City Engineer 
there is no provision for any such 
authority and, therefore, if the City 
Engineer is not available the dance cab­
not be held. Further, I have not seen any 
mention in the clause of the charge to 
be made for inspection of the premises 
and I think some mention should be 
made in that respect in a Bill of this 
kind, espeeially as regards the City. I 
am in favour of the proposal to certify 
the buiiding in each case and even of 
an inspection before a dance is held, but 
in fairness to the people who hold 
dances I cannot a1�cept the Bill like thi.') 
-without any prescribed fees or charg-­
es for inspection by the City ·Engineer
-particularl.v. In the case of the Fire
Brigade Department I think their in­
spection should be ma<le free of charge
because they would be making- sure that
if there is a fire the persons in the
building would be able to escape without
much injury. I am going to suggest
these amendments when the Bill reaches
the Committee stage.

Mr. WIGH'r: With regard to the 
point made by the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central, I would like to 
point out that there is always a City 
Engineer because if he is ill or out of 
the City or otherwise, someone is always 
appointed to act for him. As regards the 
question of inspection fees, the City En­
gineer is not allowed to charge any fees 
without the consent of the Council. 

Mr. CARTER: I am very glad the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
has rais-ed this point because I would 
support the Bill if no fee is going to be 
attached to the inspection of buildings. 
I fe.el that if it is necessary for the 
Director of Public Works or the City En­
gineer to inspect these premises no fee 
should be charged. It is the duty of � 
Government to see that as regards 
dances or public activities of any other 
kind the buildings concerned should be 
safe. The hon. Member for Essequibo 
River has also made a very good point, 
to my mind. It seems to me that the best 
places for music and entertainment cf 
any kind are the clubs along the Thomas 
lands, and it is rather unfortunate that 
there is a quota system attached to 
these clubs making it impossible for 
them to hold dances more than six times 
a year. It is known that the mR.j8rity 
of these clubs are in financial difficul­
ties a:id that the�· depend very largely 
upon the proceeds of entertainments for 
their upkeep. I think, therefore, that 
Government should take steps at an 
early date to see that the Ordinance is 
amended to provide for an extension of 
the quota relating to entertainments and .,_ 

to allow each club to hold at least twelve 
public functions a year, or, if possible, 
remove the quota altogether. I know that 
the quota system is creating a great 
hardship on these clubs which can hardly 
hold their heads above water. Some of 
them have mortgages on their buildings 
and others are on the threshold of in­
solvency. I hope there will be an arn',end­
ment of the Ordinance along the lines I 
have suggested. 

Dr. NICHOLSON: I desire to en­
dorse the suggestion made by the hon. 
Member for Georgetown South. We do 
not want to have too many dances in the 
city and if the Police Department wants 
to restrict noise in the City ptoper, there 
should be less restrictions as regards 
dances held at clubs North of the City. 
With regard to fees for the inspection 
of buildings, I do know that some time 
before last year veiry exorbitant fees 
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were befog charged. They were regard­
ed as exorbitant even by the gentleman 
who certified the buildings and that cer­
tainly created a great hardship on thr­
persons who had to pay them. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE. 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to coris,ider the Bill, clause by 
clause. 

Clause 2 - Ame1ndment of seotion
12 of the Princi,pal Ordinance .. 

The ATTORNEY-GENE!{,AL: The 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara has 
referred to section 12 of the Principal 
Ordinance which I referred to during 
the course of the second reading. I 
pointed out then that section 12 provided 

• that:

"12. The Magistrate, if and as he thinks 
fit, may grant to anyone applying for it, a 
licence to keep or use a place for any 
purpose within the meaning of this section 
for any period not exceeding fourteen days 
(which he shall specify in the licence) not­
withstanding that no notices have been 
given under section five of this Ordinance." 

The hon. Member is obviously cor­
rect because this section does not indi­
cate the purpose, but if reference is 
made to section 2 of the Principal 
Ordinance he would find that it reads:---

''2.-(1) A place, whether licensed or not 
for the sale of wine, spirits, beer, or othec 
fermented or distilled liq.;.ors, shall not he 

kept or used for public dancing, singing, 
music, or other public entertainment of the 
like kind, withot:t a licence for the -purpose 
or .purposes for which it is to he used being 
first obtained from the MaQ'istrate of tho 
district in which it is situate." 

In other words, it is ''for public 
dancing, singing, music, or other public 
entertainment ,of the like kind" that a 
licence for the purpose for which it is to 

be used must be obtained from the 
magistrate. Then there is ref erenc� 
to a temporary licence to keep or U38 

a place for any purpose within the 
meaning of the section, and for any 
period not exceeding 14 days, in section 
12. The purpose is not indicated in
section 12, therefore one has to ref er
back to section 2. I think the hort.
Member would appreciate the point
now.

Mr. DE1BID[iN: With a.11 due respect 
to the Attorney' Gene,r,al, I cannot a.gree 
and I would ask the legal Members 0f 
this Council to consider this question 
before the Bill becomes law. Personally 
I can only consider that this is, to amend 
ihe licensing of premises which come 
under section 2 (1), b.ut where a tem­
porary licence is intended under section 
12 you cannot say that it is required for 
any of the purposes set out under section 
2. The pur.poses set out under section 2
are the purposes for which premises
are licensed permanently. I would like to
know what the draught,sman of the Prin­
cipal Ordinance was thinking. In the
application for a . licence under section
12 the purpose would be set out therem
and it s1eems to me that what the Ma.gi£­
trate has to consider is the purpose set
out in that application. He would then
grant a licence in accordance with th!J
application made, because the very sec­
tion 12 says that the purpose shall be
endorsed on the licence. This section
12 limits the power of the magis­
trate to the terms of the application he
has to con.sider, and if there is any
error it could only be so far as the
word "section'1 is concerned. Probably
the word "sedion" should have been
substituted by the word "Ordinance."
There is also no purpose set out in
section 2 ; the only purpose the Magis­
trate would have before him would be
that set. out in the application.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
There is a purpose in section 2 because 
it says: 
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"Shall not be kept er used for pubLlc 
dancing, siinging, music, or other public 
entertainment of the like kind, without a 
licence for .the pu,r,pose or purposes for 
which it is to be u.sed ibeing, first obtained 
from the Magistrate of the district in 
w'hich it iJS situate". 

There you have the words "'for the 
purpose or purposes for which it is to 
be used", and it is qmte possible that 
the applicant for the licence might not 
requfre it for the purpose or singing 
but only for the purpose of public danc­
mg. Therefore, in his appucati-on he 
would say •'I want a licience for the 
purpose of prublic- dancing". I am so-rry 
the hon. Member cannot see it that 
way. On the other hand the appli­
cant might •require the Iicenc,e for sing­
mg and not dancing, and that would 
be the purpose. T·he hon. Member i::i 
suggesting that because you have not 
g,ot the words "for the purpose of sing­
ing, dancing, or other public entertam­
ment" the section does not have a pur­
pose. The whole pomt 1s that under 
section 12 the Ma,gis-trate is in power 
to issue a temporary licence. The sec­
tion says "for any purpose within the 
meaning of this sectiion", and it would 
not be co�-rect to say that there is no 
indication of .any pur1pose within the 

· meaning of section 12. Gonsequently,
when a person applies to a Magistrate
for a temporary licence that applica­
tion must be related ,in some way or
other to the purposes in section �- As
I have saict Defore, it might be one or
other of tne purposes but it would
come within the meaning of a tempor­
ary licence for the purpose of ,s,ection
ii. This section means that the pur­
poses indicated in section 2 are refer­
able to section 12.

Mr. DE BID IN: I would like to 
point out that 1because the honour1able 
the Attorney-General knows what is 
really intended and because section 2 
refers to certain usages tor p1·emises, 
tnat does not say he is correct. 'l'he 
hon. the Attorney-General has a certain 
intention, but is the mere section going 
to carry out the intention? I think the 
original draughtsman ought to have 
known what he was doing. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
cto not know whom the hon. Member 
regards as the origmal draughtsman. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: The draughts-
man oif the P.r,inciipal Ordinance-· � 
Chapter 106. He could hardly have 
±allen in error originally. After all, 
this Ordinance is older than I am. •
Section 2 cJ.ea.l"ly indicates that the 
applicant has to state the purpose for 
which he wants the ucence-whether 
it is for public entertainment such as 
a theatre, or for dancing or tor music. 
One cannot know the purpose or 
purposes until the application is made 
and, similarly under section 12 the 
applicant has to state the purpose for 
which he wants the licence. I thi11k 
that if the Attorney-General wants to 
be clear he should amend section 12 
by substitutmg for the words "for any 
purpose" the words "for public dancing, 
smging, music, or other puolic enter­
tainment of the like kind:·, I submit 
that there 1s no purpose in section 1� 
oecause one does not know what the 
applicant would apply for. I am not 
attempting to quibble at all; I am 
merely attemptin·g to see whethe·r as 
a result oi the construct10n of the � 
section one might not run mto some 
trouble betore the Magistrate. We 
might get some ''bright" Magistrate 
saying that I sat here, in the Legisla­
tive Council, and pass-ed faulty legis­
lation. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: It appears that 
the amendment seeks to elucidate what 
is obvious-Iy a confusion in th(; 
.f'rincipal Ordinance. ln section 1� 
whic1h the hon. Member for E,astern 
lJemerara 11as referr,ed to, no purpose 
is stated, but pm�poses are stated 
in section 2 and the,reifore it seems 
that the amendment really clari­
fies the position which is somewhat ..: 
cloudy in section 12. I think it is very 
necessary to have the amendment put 
in this particular form. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I think the last 
speaker is regarding "usage" as "pur­
pose" and 1s, therefore, not quite cor­
rect. The purposes1 are not clear. It 
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d�pends upon ,wha.t the buiJd,ing is to he 
used for. 

Mr. CARTER : I do not know 
what is the purpose of this prolonged 
argument about this clause. If the 
last ,sipeaker would look at section 2 
of the Principal Ordinance and keep 
in his mind the words "for the purpose 
of" he would see that pub1ic dancing 

is one o.f the things for which a place 
shall not be kept or used without a 
licence. It seems so clear to me. 

M�·. WIGHT : If the hon. Mem­
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. nebi­
din) had done much work on the 
section he would have known that it is 
used for the pu:pose of obtaining a 
temporary licence for the same pur­
pose as 1one would obtain a licence for 
a whole year. That is what this sec­
tion, for practical purposes, is used 
for. It may be overlapping but it is 
used in a case in which a person does 
not desire to have a permanent danc­
ing licence. 

Mr. DE,BIDIN: My friend must 
not mislead the Council deliberately. 
This can also be applied to a private 
house for which a temporary dancing 
licence is required. He must not 
give the Council the impress-ion that it 
refers only to a public place. 

Mr. WIGHT: The,re is absolutely 
no misleading of the Council. If the 
hon. Member had permitted me to 
finish what I intended to say he might 
have 'been able to understand the po::;i­
tiion. The pos-ition is that this section 
is used for the very purpose to which 
the hon. Member says I was not allud­
ing. It would be very awkward if a 
per,son could not get a licence for a 
night to carry on a dance. Here we 
are making a trifling amendment of an 
Ordinance whic'h may be amended in a 
different form by the Commissioner 
who is going to revise our law.s. The 
Commissioner may have different views 
and we may have another amendment. 
It might have been better if we had 

an entirely new Music and Dancing 

Licences Ordinance. 

Clause 2 ,put, and agreed to. 

Claia,e 3.-Inserti-on of new section 12A 
· in the Principal Ordinance.

Mr. FERN ANDES·: I would like 
to repeat the observations I made on 
the second reading of the Bill. In the 
first place I think fees should be pre­
scribed for the ce•rtific.ates to be is,sued 
by the Superintendent of the Fire 
Brigade, the Direcfor of Public Works 
or the City Engineer. I als•o think 
that a proviso should be added to 
enable some person authorized in writ­
ing to issue such certificates in the ab­
se.nce of the officers mentioned. There is 
also no stated period for which 
premises shall be certified as safe and 
fit for dancing. A pers•on may organise 
a dance in his house in aid of the Red 
Cross or s•ome charitable organization 
aud has to get his premises certified 
as safe and nt. He applies to a Magis­
trate and gets a licence fior one night. 
The dance is a succcess .and he is 
pressed to repeat it about a month 
later, but in view of this clause he 
would have to go through all these 
formalities again. 

'fhere is no provision for the certi­
ficates to hold good for any stated 
period. As a layman I think that 
under this clause certificates would 
have to be O'btained on every occasion 
on which a dance is to be held. I think 
it will be agreed that in the case of 
a new building it would be absolutely 
unnecessary to have such a building 
certified three ior four times; in one 
year, and it would create a distinct 
hardship if tees have to be paid for 
such certificates. I would therefore 
suggest that such certificates should 
hold good for 12 months or such ,shorter 
period as the engineer certifying the 
premises may prescrilbe. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: The hon Mem­
ber has made two or tliree points. His 
first point with respect to fees for 
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the certificates was answered, I think, 
by the hon. Mem'.ber for Wes tern Esse­
quibo (Mr. Wight) in so far as the 
City Engineer is concerned-that he is 
not empowered to charge fees. As a 
matter of fact he inspects buildings at 
the request of persons who desire clos­
ing orders, and for other purposes, and 
no fees are charged. I cannot say that 
in this case, unless he obtains the per­
mission of the Municipality, the City 
Engineer would be in a position to 
charge fees. 

The hon. Member has made a very 
sound point in pointing out that where­
as clause 3 provides that "the Di-rector 
of Public Works" includes any fit and 
proper person authorised in writing by 
the Director of Public Works, there is 
no similar provision with respect to the 
City Engineer. The result is that the 
City Engineer himself would have to 
issue the certificates. As a matter of 
fact the inspection of buildings for the 
Municipality is done by two Inspectors, 
and only in cases where there is any 
doubt the City Engineer is called in. I 
think the difficulty can be overcome 
by making a similair provision for the 
City Engineer to authorise a fit and 
proper person in writing to act on his 
behalf. Subject to what the hon. the 
Att'.orney-General may have to say on 
this aspect I will move the following 
addition to sub-clause 3 of clause 3: 

"The City Engineer" includes any ·fit 
and proper person authorise,d in writing 
by the City Engineer to examine places 
and give certiificates of fitness in respect 
of such places for the purposes of this 
section." 

My amendment follows the word­
ing of the definition in :!'espect of the 
Director of Public Works. The other 
point made by the hon. Member was 
that there should be some time limita­
tion. Personally I am not in agree­
ment with that, for the reason that it 
is the building which is certified, and a 
certificate is issued on each occasfon by 
the City Engineer or the Directo�: of 
Public Works. It does not necessarily 
niean that on each occasion a building 

must be inspected, but thl:lt on each 
occasi·on a certificate must be issued. It 
would be just a mere formality if the 
building is within the knowledge of 
the City Engineer. The law does not 
compel him to inspect again, but as 
long as he is satisfied he issues a cer­
tificate again in respect of that build­
ing. I can see difficulties arising if a 
time were stated in the certificate, 
because there may be rapid deteriora­
tion in rare cases. I do not think the 
difficulty anticipated by the hon. Mem­
ber would arise, because· the City 
Engineer, once he has inspected a par­
ticular building, should know whether 
it is a new or a sound building, and if 
application is made within a short 
period he would merely have 
to issue another certificate. It is the 
issue of the certificate which is a form­
ali Ly·, and not the inspection. Of courst!, 
if the person had to pay for the certi­
ficate then I would entirely agree with 
the hon Member, but as there is no 
such provision for payment to the City 
Engineer, I do not see why that should 
be anticipated. At the moment the 
City Engineer issues certificates with 
respect to buildings and no charge is 
made -by him. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I support the hon. 
Member about the definition of ''City 
Engineer." On the question of appli­
cations I would like to make a com­
parison between an application made in 
respect of licensed premises and places 
used and kept for public dancing, and 
private houses. In nw opinion the 
Ordinance is well designed to meet 
certain cases of emergency, and we 
should not defeat its intention. Where 
clU1hs are concerned; and other places 
where dancea are usua.lly held, one 
would expect that the conditions would 
continue almost indefinitely, and in 
such cases there would be no need for 
any limitation of the period, as the 
City Engineer or the Director of Pub­
lic Works would be in a position to 
know that there has been no alteration 
of the premises. But where a public 
dance is to be held in some private 
Iiome not previously used for dancing, 



3005 Mw;ic and Dancing -LEGISLA'I'IVE COUNC1L. L-icences_ (Amdt.) Bill 3006 

I imagine that it is absolutely neces­
sary to provide security and safety for 
those who will attend such a dance. I 
cannot see how a time-limit can be pnt 
into an Ordinance which applies to 
various types of buildings. 

Mr. WIGHT: With regard to 
the remarks of the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Luckhoo., I cannot agree
to a definition o.f "City Engineer" on 
the lines suggested. The whole point 
is: Do we require the City Engineer 
to be responsilble for the certification 
of these buildings? If so it must be 
the City Engineer aind no one else. In 
the albsenc•e of the City E111gineer the 
Asst. City Engineer i,s au:t01matioaHy 
appointed to act a,s Ci,ty Engineer. If 
"City Engineer'' was defined in the 
saime word as "Director o,f Public 
Vv orks", as suggested, i,t would mean 
thart; the Ci.ty En,gine,e,r wou1d be ,entitled 
to wppoint a fit and ,proper person en­
tirely outside the emlP'loy of the Muni­
cipality, ais a person who wo.uild be au­
thoris·ed to issue a certificate, thereby 
de}eig,atiing ibis authority to such a per­
.s,on. We had a similar diff icuJ.ty ,on the 
Town Council quirt;e re1cently when we 
called UJpon the City En1giineer to do cer­
tain wo,rk which was outs,idle the terms 
of his con,traict. 

The question is whether the City 
Engineer should hims•elf certify these 
ibuildirngs. I do not think the hon. th8 
S,eventh Nominated Member (Mr. Luck­
hoo) wais suggesting that a building 
envisaged by thi,s Bill should be in­

spected and certified by one of the 
Town Council's Building Irnspecitors. 
They are oncerned with ibt11ildings under 
the Municipal by-,La;ws,. In all eases 
where certificates are issued the instpec­
tion ,and ce,rtification is done 1by the City 
Engineer h iimself, or ,by the Asst. Gity 
Engineer if he is a qualified 1per,son. 
T1herefo,r,e, I sugg•es.t that it is1 not neces­
s,airy to define "City E,ngineer". The 
Ci,ty Engineer is not elllti:tled to charge 
f.ees, except with the cons·ent o.f the 
Town Council. If we defined ''City En-­
gineer'' in the manner sugges.ted, al,l he 

w:ould have to do would be to aiwoint 
some p1erson outside to i.nispeot a build­
ing and issu·e a certificate, and the 
Town Counoil could not con:trol such a 
person who would charge a fee, and the 
City Enginieer could not be compelled 
to do the work becaiuse he would .say 
tha.t he was not compel1e:d under the 
section .to do it. 

]\fr. FEIRN ANDES: I am not a 
,le.gal man. I would like to ask whethe,r, 
under 1this Bill, it would be in order for 
the Director of PUJblfo Works, or some­
one authorized ,by him, to cer,tify a 
building in the City, or whether the City 
Engineer only would be aJble to do so? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Sub­

clause (1b) o.f clause 3 provides that a 
certificate in respect of a building in 
Geor.gefown is to be is,su,ed 1by the City 
Engineer, and in the case of New Am­
steruaim, B-artica and other places, lby 
the Director of Pu:blic Works. 

Mr. FEiRNANDE1S: We a,re not 
a M.unicirpal Oouncil; we ar,e a Legisila­
tive Council and we hawe no power to 
orde,r the Ci,ty En:girneer to inspect any 
building. In some cases, I under:sitand, 
ev,en the Town Coul!lK!il cannot order the 
Gity Engineer to do anything outside 
the terms of hiis con:tiraot. As far as I 
know .there is nothing in his contract to 
compe1l him to inspeot these buildings. 
What would be the po,si·tion of an .appli­
cant if the City Enigiineer ,sa1id he was 
too 1busy? We would have to draft 
anOlther Bill to jpermit .s,omebody else 
who is willing to perfo:rim this duty. Ir. 
certain cas•es the Town Council has the 
ri•ght to rprescdbe w:hait frees the City 
Engineer should cihar.ge, but it cannot 
compel ·him to do the w1orlk: if .he con­
siders the fee too small and the work 
is outside the teirms 0£ his ,contract. We 
hav.e no assu,r:ance that the City En­
gi,neer is prerpar�d to do this iwmk, and 
that all succeeding City Engineers 
would be p,re1pa.red to do it. I 1cannot 
agree to the pa.ssing of a Bill which 
pl'lov:id,es that a certain pe•rson s!hal1l do 
something when thi,s Council has no 
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assurance tha.t that person would be 
willing to do irt, and parrticularJy where 
the fees ,aire going to be prescrilbed by 
another body and may not meet his 
approval. 

In the case of the Public Works 
Department, Gover.Illment can prescribe 
any reas•on,aible fee and I have rno fear 
albou.t .that. I ikinow ithey would not fix 
an exo,rbitanit fee, but we in ithis Coun­
cil have absolutely 1no voioo where em­
ployees of the Town Council are con­
cerned. I want to make sure that there 
is not going to be any deadlock or 
any coughing up of large fees in ,order 
to :get a ,private house inspected. I would 
not move an amendment to s1ay what 
the fees of the City Engineer shou,ld ibe 
because I am still not sa:tisfied that it is 
right to make the City E111gineer or any­
body else authorized by him do a job 
of this kind, esrp,ecially when Govern­
ment has no 0onrtnol whatever over him 
or anyibody he might authorize. 

Mr. LEE : I think the argument 
put :forward by the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Centr.al should 1be s,e,riously 
con,s.idered. In this case the Council 
would /be making a law hu,t the adminis­
tration of that law would be in the 
hands of ce1-tain people ,other than Gov­
ernment, and unless Government take 
steps to see that it is prope,rly ad1J11in­
istered it might beoome a burden to the 
pwblic. Why ca!l1 we not appoint bhc 
Director of Pulblic Works or someone 
awthorised by him to oorry out these 
irn;,pections? I think thait would be very 
much bebter than the present proiposafa 

Mr. DEBIDI,N : May I point out 
that the licence is, for a year so thait the 
applicaltions under section 12 would ,not 
be frequent? Further, I think that the 
places at Thomas lands ,outside the City 
are all of a permanent nature, while 
the �prpli,cations relating to places in 
the Ci,ty should no,t be many. I would 
like the Attorney-General to tell us, if 
possible, what is the number of appli­
cations received yearly under this Ordi­
nance. They could not be many. I 
shouJd also like to hea.r from a111y Mem-

� 

ibe,r of this Oouncil who is a member 
of the Town Council whether the City 
En,g,ineer ,or an1yone authori"Sed by him 
carried out these inspections, 

Dr. JAG.AiN : I think the situa­
tion could be met by the deletion of the 
words ",a certificate from the City 
En.ginee-r" in claus.e 3 ('b). As we have 
the iterm "the Diuector of Public Works" 
defined in ithe clause, if he feels that 
the City Engineer 'is a fit and pro•per 
perso.n to carry out inspeations od' these 
places, then all he •has to do is1 to awoint 
him to examin.e places in Georgetown. 
There is one ,oitheir poi!l1t which I feel 
should be consid€'red at this moment, 
and it is that while ,this Bill seeks to 
g,ive protection to people who might find 
themselv,es in. these ip,laces for the pur­
J)'ose of dancing or other recreation, it 
on,ly a;pplies to Georget()!Wn, New Am­
sterdam and Bar,tica, as well as any 
other place tha,t the Governor in Coun­
cil chooses to select. 

I feel that in the same way 
as the Director of Puibli,c Works would 
be . able to issue ceriti:fioates of 
fitness as regards buildings in any 
of the places .mentioned, the Dis­
trict Enginee,r of any ,particular dis­
trict should be aible to is1sue certificates 
of fitn,es,s as regiards 1buildings in his 
district. In other wo,rds, I do not sec 
w1hy we should leave out ,other parts of 
the Goloruy. If a dance is to ,be held at 
Su:ddie, for 1ins,trunce, I do not see why 
the people there should not be given as 
much pirotecti.on as ,thoS'e a,t Bartfoa. As 
rega1•ds the ques.tion of protectio?1 
against fire, the Superintendent of the 
Fire Brigade would not be .able to visit 
every part of the Colony and therefore 
the term "S,Uiperinten1dent of the Fire 
Brigade'' should lbe defined in the same 
way as the temn "the Director o:f Pub­
lic Works''. That is to say, the Director 
of Public Works should be empowered 
to authorise •an� fit and proper person 
to examine these places in other parts 
of the Colony. I feel toot every a,rea in 
the Colony should be included in this 
Bill and, consequently, clause 3 (2) 
should be deleted. 

•

( 
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Mr. LEE : The reason why the 
majority .of the r.ural areas have :been 
excluded from the Bill is ibe.cause many 
of the Churches get revenue from these 
dances and it is usrnal for them to be 
held in sCJhool ,bui1ldirng,s or community 
haUs. I am .sure the hon. Member w:ould 
not pres.s his a)meindment because many 
of these brnild1ings haive not got the 
required protection. I think the la;w 
was framed like this so ,as to give some 
scope to the Church ,ruuthorities. 

Mr. FERNANDES : I think hard­
ships, would ari-s,e if the aJtnendment 
11uggested lby the hon. Membe,r is adopt­
ed. For instance, if ,runyone wanted to 
hold a da1nce in New Aimsterdaim that 
person wouJd he faced with the eXipen­
ditur.e of gettiinig the Superintendent of 
the Fiire Bri,g.ade to g10 -up the·re ,amd 
car,ry out an ins,pecition of the building. 
On the other hand, it would be umflair 
to ask the Superintenden1t of the Fire 
Brigade to issrne a certificate if he has 
to de•pend on one od: his juinior officers 
to make the inSipection. I think it wou]d 
be muich !better if we accept a d,ef.initim1 
:for "the Superiintendient of the Fire 
Brigade" simila<r to thait for ",the Direc­
tor of PiulbHc Works'' in clauise 3 (3). 
That would enaJble the pel'lson who actu­
aMy in�pects the buildiirn,g to issue the 
certificate as to its sa�ety. 

Mr. LEE : Lt seems to me thait the 
reason why the Oi,ty En,ginee•r was 
chosen is beciause the Municipality deals 
with housing in Geor,getown and the 
City Engineer is the persion w:ho decides 
whether a closing order sihould be made 
in re:spect of any particular building. 
I dro not think any of the difficulty 
anitidparted would materiial,i,s-e so long 
a.is there i.s an undertaking -that the cer­
tifioate would 1be fr,e,e of cost, and I 
think the Oity Engineer is in a very 
good position to determine whethe,r a 
buildiin1g within the Gi.ty is caipaible of 
servJng the purpose tin resipect of whieh 
it is going to be licensed. With regard 
to the amendment I have moved, I ,still 
feel that the difficulties seen by the 
hon. Member for Wes,tern E,sisequi,bo 
Wi�l ·be met hy the Directo! of yublic 

Wor:ks. We must have confidence in the 
Heads of Dep.arbments and f.eel that 
they are not goin.g to .authorise persons 
indiscriminately to carry out inSipec­
tiionis. They have only to set up the ma� 
c.hinery which shouM run smoo.thly and 
not ciause the puibHc unnece1ssary incon­
venience. There may be occasfo1n,s on 
which the City Engineer would not b� 
in Ge()lrgetown and would, therefore, 
not be in a position to inspect any ,build­
ing for whi'ch a Licence is ,requfred, !but 
the Council s·hould aipipoimt someone ,else 
to act as City Engineer in the mean­
wihile. If the hon. Membe·r for W este,rn 
Essequ1�bo moves ;t:h.,wt the wo1rds "or the 
Ass.is:tant City Engineer'' be iniserted 
afiter the words "City Engineer'' in 
claiuse 3 (,bi) , I thinik that would meet 
the cas.e and I would withdraw my 
ameindroen t. 

Mr. F,ERN A/N'DES : Tlhe hon. 
Member who hias just taken hi1s seat has 
said that if an underta'kling .is given 
that the certiificaite would be free of 
chair1,g1e the City Engineer wornld be the 
best .person to carry out the inspection. 
I ,h!ave not s,een any S'U'Ch undertaking in 
the Bill, however, o.thei:iwiise I would not 
have taken the frou!b:le t'O make the 
p:oinits I made a few minutes rugo and 
to eXipres.s the hiope thait the.re would 
not lbe any deadlock or coughing up ,of 
large fees by owner:s of private houses 
w:hen inspections are to :be made. 

Mr. WIGHT: I.t s·eems to me that 
if we are goi1ng to have the City En­
�ineer this Bill should be deferred so 
that we ,could get the views of the Muni­
cipal Council on it. I agr,ee with the ,hon. 
Memlb€1r -for Cerntral D.eme,rara that 
�teps 1s1hould be taken to take control 
by the Council out of their hands. 

-Dr. JAGAN : I have not said that
we 1should take contr:ol of the Council. I 
never said so. 

Mr. WIGHT : I thoug,ht the hon. 
Mern!ber inferred it. 

Dr. J AGAN : Unles1s the hon. Mem­
ber feels th�t he i$ going to lose ht� 
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se,at on that Council. That, however, 
would 1be a different 1matte•r. 

. 

Mr. WIGHT : I did not lose it on 
the last occasion although the hon. Mem­
ber foug,ht strenuoU'sly for d,t. I g,peak 
subject to corn�c.tion, 1but the provision 
does not imply anything which is a losfl 
to the Colony or to the Gity. It comes 
within ,the terms of the law which th8 
City Enginee,r carries out in 0ithf•r 
respects. It has ,been suggested that the 
City Engdneer ,should ibe given the 
power to delegate .his authority to in­
spect :buildings to some,one else, but I 
do not think the City Engineer himself 
would welcome the idea that he need not 
necessarily insip€ct any 1building himself, 
be0a11rne that would place more res,pon­
silbili ty on him. As a member of the 
Munfoipia.Jity of Georgetown I would ex­
pre,ss the opfofon rt:ha.t the Ciity Engineer 
ds the correct person to certify bru.iJding.s 
in Georgeto'Wil. I wias ve,ry glad. to see 
the hon. Member for Central Deme,rara 
so very solicitous of the welfal"le and in­
terest of the residents of Suddie, but 
perh:aps ,he might have confined his 
soliditude to .the conis,tituency he rep:rie-• 
sents and made reference to the inhabi­
tantg of Buxton. I do not see why h9 
should rwant to pirotec.t the inhabitants of 
Sudd:ie from any dire consequence and 
allow the residents of Buxton to be in 
dang,er. If it is felt that the City En­
gineer sihould carry out the inspections 
free of rharge, then I think the Bill 
�hould 1be deferred so that the vierwis of 
the Municipa.l Council may ibe obtained. 

Mir. F'ERR,EIRA: It would .appear 
to me that the City Engineer is the cor­
rect person provided we ha;ve the assur­
ance of the Attorney-General that this 
Oouncil is prepared to l,eg,islate for the 
necessary contriol in that respect. Per­
sonally, I dlO not see how this Counciil 
oan deitemniine the wol.1k to rbe carried 
out by the City Engineer and unless we 
ca1TI determine whlait the duty of the City 
Engineer should be-and I do not see 
horw· we can-the only ,thing I can do is 
to support the '3/IDendrnent moved by the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara1 

Mr. FERNANDES: I think the sug­
gestion by the hon. Member for Western 
Essequii1bo that we should defer cons.ider­
ation o.f the Bill rnnt:il we can gert an 
a,ssuirance from the Town Oouncil that 
the City Engineer would be ruble to do 
the work, is a good one. If we put the 
legis1atfon in the Srtatute Book it should 
not be only for the ipe1riod during which 
we would have Mr. RattraJy as City En­
ginee.r. Every one of us knows Mc. 

Rattray aind has the highest respect for 
him, but this, law is going to be on the 
Statute Book for all time. If the hon. 
Memlber for W e.ste.rn Essequibo can get 
the Municipality to agree that Mr. Rat­
tray ·should do the job and also to aig.ree 
that in future it would be part of the 
terms of ,employment of the City En­
gineer, thait should me{�:t 1:Jhe case. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
think we have wandered quite a bit from 
wlhat we .starte.d out to d.o, but perha,ps 
it is necess,ary to have thiis clause clari­
fied. The object of the Bill, as hon. 
Members are a/Ware, is to ,provide a pre­
cautionary ,meaisure and to protect those 
peo;pJie who go into pJ,ace.s of :public en­
tertainment s,o that in the event .of some 
thin,g indifferent hapipenirig they would 
not 1be injured. In the oourse of the 
discussi·on in Committee several amend­
menrts have 1been .suggested with rega1rd 
to 'section 12A, the idea being that there 
should be some ,provision whereiby the 
Supe1rintendeint o,f the Fir Brigade could 
authorize any fit and ipmper person in 
writing to do the inisipection. That 
varies the suggestion 1by the hon. Mem­
ber for Central Demerara that this pro­
vision should embraice the whole Colony. 
A,s I po,in,t•ed out during the de/hate on 
the Rent Restriction Ordinamce, this pro­
visfo.n relates to the built-up areas­
Georgetown, New Amsterdam and Bar­
tica, and any other determined from 
time to time by the Governor in Council 
by Order pu•blished in the Gazette. 

I would suggest that that particular 
par.agra;p1h-(d) of olause 3-empower.;, 
t�e Gov,ernor in Oouncil, having :reg,atd 
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to all th,e circumstances and to the needs 
a,nd requirements of the particular dis­
trict, to declare it to be a place to 
which the provisfons of the section 
should apply. It is to be borne in 
mind that the Superintendent of the 
Georgetown Fire Brigade came here 
only a few years ago and to put the 
responsibility on s,omeone else author­
ized in writing would be, for practical 
purpose , difficult. We wish to ensure 
that when a certificate is given it 
would have the hall-mark of one who 
knows what he is falking a:bout and 
would receive the fullest respect when 
an application is made to the Magis­
trate of the district. 

I assumed that the hon. Member's 
point is - and -!'ightly so-that when 
the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade 
authorizes someone he would take into 
consideration all these factors, but I 
would still sugges,t that the clause be 
left as it is so far as that is con­
c�rned. With Tega-rd to the other 
point, it has been suggested that if the -
Bill is to retain the provision so far as 
the City Engineer is concerned, then 
there -are certain implications wh1ch 
would have to be clarified before the 
hon. Members would agree to its re­
maining· in the clause. In other words 
they wish to be satisfied that the City 
Engineer, ar;_, such, would be prepared to 
assume the responsibility and give the 
certificate without any remuneration. 

Mr: FERNANDES : To a point 
of corr,ection: I did not suggest that 
the City Engineer should do the inspec� 
tions without any remuneration. I 
just refer�·ed to the remark made by 
the hon. Nominated Member--that if 
the certificate is going to be free the 
City Engineer would be the best person 
to issue it. 

_ The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It 
is held that the City Engineer is the 
best person to give the certificate of 
fitness as, regards Georgetown, but the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara 
moved the deletion of the provision 
relating to the City Engineer. If the 
llQints have not bee� full? clarifi�d then 

the suggestion of the Deputy Presi­
dent would seem to be the best one in 
the circumstances. I do not think it 
would ibe best to put the City Engineer 
in the Bill unless these factors are 
cleared up, or to exclude him if some 
hon. Members feel that he is the best 
person to issue the certificate. 

Mr. FARNUM: I notice that the 
Bill applies on1y to certain places -
Georgetown, New Amsterdam and 
Bartica. What would be the position in 
the rural districts, w,hen persons want 
to hold dances ther,e? The custom is 
to apply to ·the Police. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
conditions relating to rural districts 
are very wide. For example, you will 
have the Police to apply to, and then 
there is a general c1ause empowering 
the Governor .in Council to declare any 
place to which it is considered desirable 
that the provisfon should be applied. 
There may be rural areas where it may 
not be necessary if these provisions 
apply, for the simple reason that 
certificates have to be issued by the 
Director of PubHc Works, or somebody 
authorised by him; by the City Engin­
eer in Georgetown, and also by tlie 
Superintendent of the Fire Brigade. 
Each has to be taken in conjunctiorr 
with the other. 

The amendment by the -hon. Mem­
be�· for Georgetown -Central (Mr, Fer­
nandes) embraces tlie whole Colony. 
It is suggested that a certificate shall 
be issued by the Superintendent o:f the 
Fire Brigade, or someone au-tho.rized by 
him because it would be difficult for 
the 'Superintendent of the Brigade to 
travel into the country districts for the 
purpose. Whereas the Director of Public 
Wcrkci could authorise some Engineer 
in thf\ :·ural district to issue a cer.tifi­
crute, there is· no such provision ,in the 
case o:f the St1perintendent of the Fire 
Brigade. 

Dr. JAGAN: As I see it two 
certificates will be necessary-one fT·om 
the Superintendent of the -Fire Brigade 
and the other :from the Director of 
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Public Works. A District Engineer 
could issue the two certificates so long 
as the power of delegation is given. 
1'hat is why I suggesled that the whole 
Colony should be included, because the 
people in the rural areas are in as 
much need of protection. I do not 
know how Government can ,exclude the 
ru ra] areas. It would be dffficult for 
the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade 
to go to New Amsterdam or Bartica, 
or wherever there is an application 
for a dancing licence. There should 
be delegation of authority by that offi­
cer, othe,rwise it would be v•ery co:s�ly 
and inconvenient. 

Mr. FERN ANDES: I entirely 
agree with the last speaker. I can 
imagine the Superintendent of the Fire 
Brigade being called upon to go to New 
Amsterdam or to Bartica. I cannot see 
why it should not be ap:plied to the 
whole Colony. There are places much 
larger than New Amsterdam and 
Bartica which have beenj forgotten. 

Mr. PETERS: I speak for the 
rural areas because I am interested in 
Mi.ssion work in the rural districts. I 
ha,ve spoken alb.out Garia-Ga,ria, which 
is not a very accessible place in the 
Essequibo. If there is a desire by people 
there to have mu.sic, and dancing for 
some charitable purpose it would be 
an imposition upon the District En­
gineer, or any other ,official, to insist 
that he should go there to inspect a 
building for this purpose. Application 
is usually made to the Police who visit 
the district occasionally and are in a 
position to know the condition of the 
particular building. I think that the 
word of the Police should be sufficient. 
I think it would be unwise and im­
practicable to make the provision apply 
to the Colony as a whole. I think the 
exclusion of the rural areas is quite 
right, ibecause of the difficulty for the 
certifying officers to go there. 

Dr. J AGAN: L do not think thr: 
hon. Member has iput the case quite 
�!early. The whole object (?f the Bill 

is to protect the people who go into 
those !buildings against fire, and from 
unsafe buildings. So far as the issuing 
of certificates is concerned, once de�e­
gation of power is accepted it can be 
given to anybody-a police officer or 
even a constable, for that matter. I 
feel that it is certain]y providing 
legislation for one set of people and 
exempting the rural districts where 
people would not have the same pro­
tection. I can foresee that the time will 
c,ome when Regulations will have to be 
made under the Factories Ordinance, 
and I do not hoipe that Government 
will .seek to exempt rcertain factories 
from those Regulations. 

Mr. LEE: Perhaps the hon. Mem­
ber for Central Demerara (Dr. Jagan) 
has never seen one of the applications. 
If the law is enforced there would be 
no building in the rural areas fit 
en10U 1gh for dancing, or even for a 
concert. Even the Communit�r Centres 
wou[d not be aible to hold concerts, 
becauCle the beams and floor space are 
not adequate. The rural areas were 
eX1Cluded from this provision so as to 
give the people there .some freedom 
to hold concerts and dances so as to 
raise funds for social work. 

Mr. WIGHT: The amendment b�r 

the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
( Dr. J agan) with regard to the ex­
tension of sub-clause (2) would have 
the effect of restricting the activities 
and pleasures of the people in the rural 
areas to which he desires to extend the 
provi.sion. I suppose he has visited the 
Essequibo Coast. Are we to ask the 
Superintendent of the Fire Brigade 
and the Director of Public Works to 
visit some of the islands in the. E,sse­
quibo river in order to carry out the 
provisions of the Ordinance? In my 
opinion a suggestion of _that kind shows, 
if I may be permitted to say so, 
absolute ignorance of the conditions 
obtaining in the rural areas with 
regBrd to pleasures of this kind. l 
think ther� ar•e about two o�•i t}lfe� 
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cinemas in my constituency1 to which 
this provision can be applied, and if 
all the provisions of the laiw were 
carried out they would not receive the 
support of the ;public whose interests 
it is designed to safeguard. If the pub­
lic feel that a building is unsafe they 
wouild not go into it, and they would 
maike •representations to the prop& quar­
ter. Paragra,ph (d) of siub-clause (2) 
could then be broug,ht into force. 

The suggestion that one person 
�hould issue the two certificates required 
with respect to a building would 
defeat the object of the Bill. The City 
Engineer or his assistant, and the 
Superintendent JOf the Fire Brigade 
should give the required certificates. 
The fear that the Director of Public 
Works and the Superintendent of the 
Fire Brigade would not b·avel to rural 
areas i a mere sham. If officer, have 
to carry out certain duties in the 
interest of the public they must do so 
even if they are bitten by mosquitoes. 
Why should those officers be allowed 
t-o stay in Georgetown and delegate to 
a i!)oliceman in a country district the 
duties of issuing a certificate -as to the 
fitness of a building for dancing, and 
another certificate as regards the fire 
precautions? If a policeman has to do 
that why have a Director of Public 
Works or a Superintendent of the Fire 
Brigade? 

Mr. DE BID IN: I have listened to 
otne VNY unrealistic peeches., and it 

was intere ting to hear the divergent 
views on this subject. I would invite 
the last speaker to read section 5 of 
the Principal Ordinance, Chapter 106, 
which requires an applicant for a 
dancing licence to give 14 days' notice 
of h.is intention, and to advertise hi:::; 
intention in a newspaper on not less 
than four occasions. As far as I see 
no attempt is bei¥g ma-de to alter th.at 
section. It seems to me that the 
par.amount intention of this legislation 
is to xeduice fil"e hazarcla in Georgetown, 
for instance, New Amsterdam and 

Bartica, where l}lUUdings· are so close 
together as to render the possibility of 
great destruction in case of fire. In 
Georgetown one would expect the 
Supe-rintendent o,f the Fire Brigade 
to inspect for fire precautions buildings 
which are accessible to him. I am sure 
that if the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Smellie, were presenti he would 
have expressed disagreement with the 
views ex,pressed by the hon. Member 
for Western Essequibo (Mr. Wight). 
I am sure he would not have agreed 
to the suggestion that the Superin­
tendent of the Fire Brigade should 
travel to Caria-Caria to inspect a build­
ing, I am surprised at the hon. Member 
advocating something whicih might put 
Georgetown in peril when the Fire 
Chief is away from the City. 

There is a great deal in the views 
expressed by the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara (Dr. J agan) to 
commend itself to this ,Oouncil. I see 
no difficulty in the Superintendent of 
the Fire Brigade giving authority to 
the Superintendent of Police in an,v 
district to inspect a building in a rural 
district. I have not known o{ any fir� 
occurring in a rural district as a resuit 
of dancing in a building. I recently 
made application for a dancing licence 
for a building in Albuoystown and had 
to obtain certificates from the Director 
of Public Works, the City Engineer 
and the Superintendent of the Fire 
Brigade. I strongly reco:nmend that 
the Superintendents of Police should 
deputize for the Superintendent of the 
Fire Brigade as regards the inspection 
of buildings for fire precautions. They 
have experience in such matters. As a 
matter of fact the Superintendent of 
the Fire Brigade in New, Amsterdam 

the Superintendent of Police. 

As regards the rural areas I dis­
agree with the views expres ed by the 
hon. Member for Essequibo River (Mr. 
Lee) who seemed in .one breath to be 
very much concerned about .the people 
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·there and in another breath appeared
to care very little about their safety.
Why should he only think of the pro­
prietors of the dance halls and not tht
safety of the people who attend the
dances'? I agree that 

1 
the Bill should

apply to the whole Colony.

Tht:� ATTORNEY GENERAL: ,In 
view of the divergt>nt views expressed 
b�· hon. Member� I ask leave tu defer 
furthe1· consideration of the Bill, whicil 
I hope to bring before the Coundl 
again very shortly. I formally move 
that the Council resume with leave to 
the Committee to sit again. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think we 
are in a position to reach a decision on 
some of the points raised, but not on 
the point relating to the City 

I 
En­

ginee1·. For that reason I think a 
deferment of the Bill would be 

1
advL; .. 

.{l.ble. 

Dr. JAGAN: If the City Engineer 
is willing to serve I see no reason why 
this duty , cannot be delegated by him 
to the Director of Public W orkst or 
some other qualified person. We have 
heard a lot of ignorance frorr{ the hon. 
Member for W ei-i.tern l�ssequibo ( Mr. 
Wight) wl10, apparently is ignorant 
of conditions in his own constituencv. 
1 would anr;gest to him that he pay w a 
few more regular visits so as to know 
what is going on there. I see no reason 
why '\'�:e should defer consideration of 
the Bill, because most of the points 
raised have been threshed out. The 
amendment moved ,by n1e would not 
prevent the City Engineer serving i.f 
he ht willing to do so. The hon. Mem-

# ber should know that in the rural a1·eas 
there are cinemas, schoo1 halls and 
friendly society hatls, so that there 
are many buildings in which con� 
certs and dance� can 1be held. The 
whole object of the Bill is that there 
should be someone to see that safety 
devices are installed. and that buildings 
are fit to accommodate large numbers 
of people. All that this ,Bill requires 

is that necessary legislation is made 
for the safety of the public. 

Mr. FERREIRA : I am supporting 
the deferment of the Bill but I wish 
to stress the necessity for having the 
rural areas included in its provisions. 
I know from personal knowledge on the 
West Coast of Berbice, that within re­
cent years two school buildings in that 
district which were used for public 
entertainment, were blown down---one on 
a Sunday and the other on a public 
holiday. For that reason I say that 
the people in the rural areas have 
every right to be protected. and that 
buildings required for dancing and 
pub1ic entertainment should be certifi<.�j 
fit by someone competent to do so. 

Mr. LEE : I would lil-c,e to tell hon. 
Members that if the Regulations appli­
cable to Georgetown were applied to 
the rural areas it would be impossible 
for any building in a rural area to be 
licensed for dancing, except pe.rh2ps 
the oinemas. The Regulations appli-
cable to Georgetown are very strict as 
regards floor space and the number 
of persons to be accommodated in a ., 
building. 

Mr. THOMPSON : Are we dis­
cussing buildings which are licensed 
specially for the purpose of music and 
dancing, or any building in which a 
dance is to be held '? In the rural areas 
dauces are held in school buildings and 
ether halls. Those places are not licensed 
for such purpose but are rented occa­
sionally for dances. I am not quite 
dear whether we are dealing with the 
general Iicertsing of buildings for public 
dancing. I am quite prepared to support 
the Bill. 

As regards the collapse of the " buildings to which the bon. Mem·ber for 
Berbice River (Mr. FBrreira) referred, 
one incident occurred at No. 28 and the 
other at Belladrutn. A beam gave way , 
during the dancing which continued 
after the trouble was fixed. I would like 
to know whether this Bill refers to 
building.s specially set apart for pub• 
lie dancing. 
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Mr. LEE: It refers to any building, 
and that is why I am fight,ing for the 
inclusion of buildings in rural aTeas. 
Those who come from the rural areas 
or who live in them would know that 
neither the school halls nor the com­
munity halls have- b en built to meet 
the Regulations as they exist in respect 
of Georgetown. The people concerned 
could not afford to build them that way. 

Mr. WIGHT: I quite· agree with 
the hon. Member for Essequibo River. 
I am quite satisfied that if this provision 
is extended to· the rural areas it is go­
ing to create a great deal of hardship. 
I am also prepar,ed to raise the question 
on a public platform and let the people 
decide for themselves. The views ex-• 
pressed by the hon. the Second Nomi­
nated Member are perfectly correct, but 
as regards those expressed .by the hon. 
Member for Eastern Demerara I do 
not understand him and I do not think 
he understood what I said. What would 
happen to Georgetown when the Super­
intendent of the Fire Brigade is on 
leave? Surely we would have a Deputy 
to act for him. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I would like to 
support the remarks of the last two 
speakers. I f.eel that this cJ.aiuse con­
tains an ideal which is about 100 years 
ahead of its time. One cannot apply the 
c-onditions in the City to the rural areas. 
The hon. Member for Central Demerara 
has stated that he has never heard of 
a fire during a dance being due to 
overcrowding. If the people are going 
to have these restrictions placed on 
them they would be facing a hardship 
which only they can explai_n, and they 
would not be able to enjoy an evening's 
entertainment without conforming �o 
a lot of difficult legislation. The hon. 
Member who always espouses the cause 
of the under-dog and always sponsors 
their enjoyment should be one of the 
first persons to support this objection. 
It is no good s,aying that the re­
stricti-on should be Colony wide·, be­
cause, yoq would no� find th� sa-µie 

conditions in· the rural areas as )'OU 

have in the particular places mentioned 
in the clause. Certain requirements 
have been laid down for anyone who 
desires to have an entertainment in the 
country districts and those require­
ments still remain. If we approach 
this matter in a realistic way we would 
agree that it is in a form whkh should 
not be amended. 

Mr. DE BID IN: The last speaker 
is, apparently, unaware of the fact 
that on pnblic holidays every public 
hall on the East Coast, from George­
town to Mahaicony, is always; over­
crowded with people from the City en­

joying themselves. We are apt to make 
sententious statements about the rural 
districts and a:bout upholdin,g the rights 
and 1privileges of the people th_ere, but 
J am afraid that very often we think 
of them in the reverse and not as we 
should. I am not urging that this 
particular clause be extended . to the
rural districts, but I am supportmg the 
view that it be accepted on the con­
dition that the definition of "the 
Superintendent of the \Fire' Brigade·� 
be amended so as to make it possible 
for him to authorize someone to act for 
him, and that per.son might ver r well 
be a Superintendent of Police. In that 
case there should be no difficulty what­
ever on the part of promoters in getting 
the buildings inspected. I may point 
out that most of the places in the rural 
districts· in which public dances are 
held are licensed annually and that 
there would be one certification for the 
whole year, and therefore it is neces­
sary that the inspections be properly 
carried out. I apply every �·ear prac­
ticalh· for a licence in respect of ::t 

place. at Catherineville, East Coas_t, 
Oemerara, and I know that if a hall 1s 
properly certified it would be to the 
advantage and security of a large num­
ber of people who go for entertainment 
there. The people who hold entertain­
�ent� in private hQIJleS are ip a <lit-
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ferent position, since those entertain­
ments are usuaUy private dances. 

Mr. THOMPSON: I was glad to 
hear the last speaker say that the 
licensing of these places would be only 
for a year. I know that many of the 
places where dances are held in the 
rural areas are not ihalls but school­
rooms and since we want to keep the 
people in thos•e areas it is obvious that 
if we cut out such amenities as they 
have they would rush to the City fo:t 
entertai�ment. If the present places of 
entertainment cannot be used what 
else would be done with them? I know 
of no rural district where there is no 
saf.ety as regards the places of enter­
tainment. The Police know these places 
and would see that they are kept in 
fit condition. At Belladrum there were 
two or three strnh halls but they have 
been taken rl.own. Only schoolrooms 
are being- used now for dances and 
so on. I know Catherineville well, and 
there is only a small building there. 
I do not know all the places 1·ef erred 
to by the hon. Member for Wes tern 
Berbice but if what he says is correct 
it would be a difficult matter to get 
any place licensed in the rural areas 
because they would not be able to pro­
vide the necessary precautions. If we 
are going to allow the people in the 
rural areas to enjoy themselves as they 
should, we should let the Bill stay as 
printed. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : I do not know by 
what process of reason the hon. Mem­
ber can consider my remarks as mean­
ing that the .entertainment of the people 
in the rural areas would be curtailed 
and therefore they would have to come 
to the City in search of entertainment. 
I only suggested that there should be 
nrcper certification of the places, and 
I think it is wrong for the hon. Mem­
ber to misconstrue what I said. I 
pointed out that people from George­
town go into rural areas to find enter· 
tainment, and I never suggested any­
thing that vvoul<l curtail entertainment 
in those areas. I wqul_d ask tha� we 

proceed to vote on the amendment I 
moved-that the definition of · "the 
Superintendent of the Georgetown 
Fire Brigade" be enlarged so as to em­
power him to authorize any fit and 
proper person to carry out an inspec­
tion and issue a certificate with 
respect to any of these places. 

The CHAIRMAN: That amend­
ment has already been suggested. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : I think the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara has gone 
further and suggested that the pro­
vision be made to apply to the whole 
Colony. I am suggesting that the 
Director of Public Works be em­
powered to appoint a fit and proper 
person to carry out inspections, and that 
in the case of the City Engineer his 
Deputy should be also empowered to 
inspect.· 

The- CHAIRMAN : I wil1 put the 
suggestion by th1e, Attorney-General 
that the Bill be def erred to a subsequent 
meeting of the Council. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill deferred. 

Council resumed. 
PLN. THOMAS (NONPAREIL PARK) 

(ACQUISITION) BILL, 1951 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
beg to move the second reading of a 
Bill intituled-

"An Ordinance to authorize the use by 
the Colony for the purposes of a Tech­
nical Institute of a parcel of land at Non­
:i::areil Park, Plantation Thomas, and 1o 
vest the said land in the Colony free :"rom 
incumbn.1.nces." 

The Objects and Reasons relating 
to this Bill are set out fully in the pre­
amble. As hon. Members are aware, on 
the 22nd. day of December, 1887, the 
late Quintin Hogg ceded and trans­
ported to the Mayor and Town Council 
of Geoi-getown a piece of land contain­
ing 15 acres of Pln. Thomas cum

annexis, known as and called Nonpare,il 
rar1�� and th!s piece �f land has re-: 
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miafned in the possession of the Mayor 
and Town Council since then. The con­
ditions in the Transport laid it down 
that the land shall at all times be used· 
as a Public Park or Garden and that 
no buildings except such as may 'be 
:r.ec�ssary for the purposes of such Park 
or Garden shall be erected thereon. 
Only the northern portion of the said 
land has been so used under lease with 
the perm1ission of the Mayor and Town 
Council for recreational purposes and 
buildfags in connection therewith 
erected. It is now expedient that a part 
of the "'outhern portion ·of the said land 
shall be used for educational and othei: 
purposes connected thereiwith, with the 
consent of the Mayor and Town Council 
of Georgetown. As hon. Members are 
aware, a Technical Institute is being 
erected on that part of the land and is 
now nearing completion. The Mayor 
and Town Council have agreed that that 
portion of the land should be used for 
the purpose of a Technical Institute, 
and I am sure hon. Membe·rs of thh 
Council wm wish to e:x;press their 
aonreciation of the concurrence of the 
Mayor and Town Cou.ncil of George­
town in the proposal to use for the 
purpose of a Technical Institute part of 
the land of this area which wa'3 g-iv�n 
to them to be used as a park or 
garden.· 

I think it is also fitting that this 
Council should record its gratitude to 
the late Lord Hailsham and the other 
urviving members of the family of the 

late Mr. Quintin Hogg who kindly gave 
their consent to the erection of the 
Technical Institute at Non Pareil Park. 
I may mention that it is suggested that 
a memorial tablet or plaque should be 
placed on the building stating that the 
land was donated by Mr. Hogg and in­
cluding some appropriate inscription. 
commemorating his wor� in connection 
with technical education. It is interest­
ing to observe that the late Mr. Quintin 
Hogg who was born in 1845 was a senior 
partner in the firm of Hogg, Curtis and

Campbell, and had interests in this 
.. olon! which he frequently vis�ted. I 

mention these facts, sir, because in these 
circumstances hon. Members will agree 
that it is not unfitting that upon 
those lands which were. given to the 
Mayor and Town Council of this Colony 
should be erected the Technical Institute 
in British Guiana, bearing in mind that 
the late Mr. Quintin Hogg had himself 
initiated courses in technical education 
in England, of which he may be held 
in some measure to be a pioneer. He was 
al •o re�pomib1e for the founding of the 
Royal Polytechnic in London. I am sure 
hon. Members will support the 
,;iew that this Institute will prove 
of inestimable benefit to the youth of 
this Colony and will assi,st considerably 
in the advancement and the general de­
velopment of British Guiana. 

Mr. WIGHT seconded. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Thi-s is one of those 
measures which come up to the Legisla­
ture as an ex post facto question. I feel 
very badly about this not merely be­
cause the Technical Institute has been 
built, but because I, as a lawyer and one 
·who should respect Equity, feel that
this Council has, steeped itself in a great
moral wrong ,and has committed a sta­
tutory breach of trust by using a statue
in this Colony and getting the approval
of the Legislature; perhaps because of
its composition from time to time. There
is no que tion about it that this is a
statutory breach of trust, because the
pul1)ose for which this piece of land
was ceded was, as stated in the recital
of the Bill, was "that the land shall at
all times be used as a Public Park or
Garden and that no buildings except
such as may be necessary for the pur­
pose ·of such Park or Garden shall be
erected thereon.'' Is the Technical In­
stitute something that can be regarded
as an adjunct to a Park or Garden? The
answer, obviously, must be "no''. I can­
not see that it is something which must
go with a Park or Garden and I am not
going to agree with the use of the land
for that purpose. It is a wrong that is
going to be accepted by this Council,
bu� � wis� it to go ·d� to pros{>erit� 
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that I raised my voice in protest against 
it. 

The Technical Institute has been 
built in connection with primarv educa­
tion in this Colony but I do m;t know 
whether it would provide any advan­
tages in that respect. There is no ques­
tion that if a further $425,000 was al­
located to primary education very goocl 
use would have been found for it. It has 
been suggested that we should have 
Junior Technical Schools so a;,, to give 
childrm a bia-s of their own for their 
future livelihood, but instead of this 
being done we find that a Technical In­
�titute has been established while Wf\ 

cannot even find employment for the 
people who would be turned out fr.om it. 
When we look at the set-up at thls In­
stitute we find that those who would 
get training there would be apprentices 
from industrial firms and no one else. At 
a recent meeting of the Committee th� 
Principal of this Institute made it per­
fectly elear that he and his staff would 
not be able to help primary school chil­
dren in this CoJonr. Therefore, is it 
right that we should cheat these chi}-· 
dren and the pub1ic of a substantial 
sum of money for the benefit of thi5 
particular Institute? 

I ap.:ree that a Technical Institnte 
is a useful institntion. I would not Rtifle 
my com�ci('nre about that, but to my 
mind it is clearly a wfoked act on the 
part of tl10Re who hnve agreed to 
it to put up this Institute which 
should not have been on its present 
�ite ,vith Colony funds when we are 
straining so much to find money 
fo�: the advancement of primary 
<:ducatic;n in this Colony. There is 
no_ doubt that we are not doing first
t111ng1-1 first, whereas that should be 
the policy of this Government. II Wi) 

think calmly we would find that we are 
pandering to or C'atering for particular 
interegt::; in the Colony-the founderies 
and the gugar plantations particula.rh---· 
to the detriment of something that jq 
more important to the people of th� 
country-primar;v education for thejr 

children. I voice the opinion once more 
that we have perpetrated a statutory 
breath of trust in using the powers of 
thi::.- Council to legislate against the 
ceding of land with sacred terms. 

M1·. Kr.:NDALL: To a point of 
order: 1t is now 5 o'clock, Sir, and I a:5k 
that the adjournment be talrnn now. 

The PRESIDENT: Has the hon. 
Member for Eastern Demerara finished 
his speech? 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Is the hon. Mem­
ber moving that we adjourn now so that 
I can come again, refreshed, to this 
task'! 

The PRESIDENT: Has the hon. 
Member finished? If not, I think he 
should do so. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I have no objection, 
Sir. I am sa:·ing that \Ve are not per·• 
petratimg one wrong, but a double 
wrong. A breach of trust l1as 1been com� 
mitted and there has been a wanton mis­
app1X)IJ).ri.ation of funds intended for 
primary education in this Colony. I 
thtnk it is also necessa,ry for me to ref er 
to the statement made by the Attorney 
General to the eff eet tJmt Mr. Quinti!1 
Hog,g was keen on edueation. I know, 
ac; a matter of law, that if there is a 
sacred tru�t no man or no law has the 
right to commit a breach of that trust, 
no matter if it be a relative. Aceord-­
ing to the law of Equity any coni:;ent to 
interfere wi,th such a trust would be nnll 
and void. Sometimes the Town Council 
act wisely. but sometimes they s'hock the 
intelligence o.f some of us by their ac­
tions. When they acce1pted the Town 
Planning Regulations in toto I was a 
very shocked man. I said ''What a Town 
Council!'�; but a1'ter all, we get wlrnt 
we deserve. Now� a sacrerl deed by the 
late Mr. Qui,ntin Hogg has been violated 
by this Council, will11 nill,y. What shock­
ing action! 

Some of the members of the 
Town Council aire lawyers and I can­
not see how they could have accepte1 
the propog.al to join iq a :bf€a<:h of trust> 
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for that is wha,t has iheen don.e. We 
wo,uld like to know that .this· City, h◊vv­
ev.e,r it i1s built up in ,the long years ahead
would keep fresh and gre:en the very 
kind and laudable acts of one who, 
as far as I can see, has been a real 
benefactor to ;both the City and Colony 
of British Guiana. W.e should r,eispect 
what really 1belongs to 1him--the l�te Mr. 
Quintin Hogg. After all, he might have 
dug a ditch on the land fa question or 
done somethin,g else of the kind. Wlhat 
he actually did was ito declare that the 
whole area should be used as: a Piark or 
a Ga,rden, and that intention should not 
be disturbed. When we look to the 
Nortfu of Geor,getown we usually enjoy 
a feeling of salubri,ty through the fresh 
a,h• with ozone from the A:t1antic Mowing 
across 1:Jhe wide open S1paces•, and it seems 
to me a pity that the w:hiole landscape 
will norw be destroy1ed 1by thiis form of 
des'ecraition or t.res,p,ass. 

I shoiu1ld li�e ,to see when I go along 
Lamaha Street a ipark or garden stretch­
ing across this area .of lands1 a,s far a:5 
the Sea Wall, so that ,an a:bundance of 
fresh air would come into ith:e City and 
children as well as grown-ups would be 
•able to enjoy it. Since the Town Plan­
ning Regulation,s have been adopted W'3 

are ,going to cihan1ge the ,old order d
things, ,and I am sure that those who
coone after ,us would probwbly look 1back
at those who have committed this unjust
act-this breach of trust---and also con­
demn what has· been done by those who
ha1ve probably taken ,it too lightly. I
Mtke that ,some of my friertds ate
taking it lightly, 'but it is not a light
matter. If this matter was taken to a
Court of Equity because some me1rrt)be,r of
the Quintin Hogg estate took ,objection
t'O it, this transport would not have been
passed. A.U t .ca.ti say, in accordance
with what was said some· 2,000 years
ag-0, HI was,h my hands and would hav�
nothing to do with this,h.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
desire to point out that Lord Hailsham 
an_d the heirs of the late Mr. Quin­
tin Hogg were approached through the 

Secretary of State with regard to this 
Technical Institute, and perhaps I need 
hardly remind hon. Member.s that Lord 
Hailsham is the former Sir Douglas 
Hogg and was Attorney-General ef 
England at one time. He was also Lord 
Chancellor. A Bill was1 pu1blished on 
September 24, Hl49, and Lord Hailsham 
was approached through the Secretary 
of State for the Cofonies for the use 
of the land for the purpose of which 
this Bill has now come before the 
Council. 'I'his was agreed to, and the 
Mayor and T0:wn Council of George­
town have also expressed agreement 
with it. I take it that Lord Hailsham 
who was formerly Attorney-General of 
the United Kingdom 1and a Lord Chan­
cellor would not have supported a breach 
of trust, and I do not understand why 
the hon. Member for Easitern Denrerara 
should be using such very strong te·rms 
to refer to what has been put before 
this Council as a breach of trust. 

All the ,inte,reisted parties, as I have 
informed hon ... Members, were con­
sulted before- itlhe Bill actually came 
before this Council. I therefore sug­
gest that the matter has been properly 
gone into and that there is no need for 
any hon. Member including the last 
hon. speaker to have any qualms. He 
might wash his hands of the matter, but 
I am sm·e that posterity will record 
this as a step towards the advancement 
and the training of the youth of this 
Colony. 

Motion put, the Council dividing 
and voting as follows: 

For : Messrs. Peters, Fernandes, 
Coghlan, Farnum, Thompson, Dr. 
Singh, Wight, the Acting Financial 
Secretary and Treasurer, the Attorney ... 
General and the Acting Oolonial Secre­
tary-10. 

Agains,t: Mr. bebidin-L 

Motioh cfitd.ed-. 

Bill read a second time. 

The PRESIDENT: Council wm 
now adjourn until 2 p.m., on Thursday, 
May 31. 
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