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MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting of the 

Cm!nci1 held on Wednesday, 26th ApriL 
1961, as printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LEAVE To MEMBER 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the 
hon. Nomin:ite.<l Member. Mr. Tasker. 
hns asked to be excused from todav'� 
meeting. 

� 

INTRODUCTCON OF BILLS 

The "Fht�nd�l �creta.rv (Mr. 

D'Andrade): Sir. I beg to give notice 
of the introduction and First Readine of 
tht 

� 

Tax (Amendment No. 2) BilL 

The Attorney-Genera) (Mr. Aus­
�in): Sir� I beg to give notice of the 
rntroduction and First Reading of the 

Foreign Jud2ments I Reciprocal En­
forcement) Bill. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

BlUS --- FfRST READING 

The following Bills were read the 
First time: 

(i) A Bill intituled ··An Ordinance
to amend the Tax Ordtnance.•· 

(ii) A Bill intituleJ ··An Ordinance
to make provision for the enforcement in 
British Guiana of judgments given in 
forei'm cuuntries v,hich accord reci­
proc;1 tn�'ttm�'nt to jmfom�ms given 
in British Guinna, for fadlitating the en-
1orccment in foreign countries of judg­
ment<:. given in British Guian:1, and for 
purposes connected lherewith." 

MOTIONS 

EXEMPTION FROM DUTY OF 
ACADEMIC DRESS 

The Financial Secretary: 
beg to move: 

Sir, I 

·'Be it resolved: That this Council in
terms of Section 9 of the Custc)T.5 Ordi­
naoca, Chapter 309, confirms Order in 
Council No. 102 of 1960, which was 

made on the 21st day of December, 1960, 
and published in the Gazette on the 4th 
of February, 1961." 

Item 50d, part Ilr of the First 
Schedule to the Customs Ordinance pro­
vides that uniforms imported by mem­
bers of the Civil Service for their own 
use, as required by Colonial Regulations. 
and the robes of the Legislature, Judicial 
and Legal Services, shall he exempt from 
duty. The purpose of this Order in 
Council is to extend a similar concession 
in respect of robes, g,)wns and other 
academic dress of any university. educa­
tional institut ion or prc)fessional bodv 
approved by the Director of Education'. 
imported by a graduate or member of 
such university, institution or body for 
his personal use. 

The Attornev-General: l beg to 
second the Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Motion carried. 

DU1Y .. FREE IMPORTS OF u.c.w.I. 

SUPPLIES 
The :Financial Secretary : 

beg to move: 
Sir, 1 

''That this Council in terms of sec­
tion 9 of the Customs Ordinance, Chap­
ter 309, confirms Order in Council No. 
13 of 1961, which was made on the 14th 
day of February. 196 L and nuhli<:ht�d i,, 
the Gazette on the 4th of March. 1961 ''. 

The purpose of the Order in Omn­
ci1 now before Council is to c:xtcnd, in
respect of imports by the Extra-mural 
Department of the University College of 
the West Indies, the c�mcession of dutv­
frce imports of equipment and supplies. 
A similar concession is extended by the 
Governments of The West Indies; and 
there is a oarallel c oncession in our Cus­
toms Ordinance in respect of imports 
by educational institutions approved by 
the Direct::''f of Education. 

The Attorney-General: 
second the Motion. 

I beg to 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Motion carried. 
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INCREASED DUTY ON COFFEE 

The Financial Secretary : Sir, I beg 
to move: 

"That this Council in terms of sec­
ti on 9 of the Customs Ordinance, Chap­
ter 309, confirms Order in Council No. 
15 of 1961, which was made on the 15th 
day of March, 1961, and published in the 
Gazette on the 18th of March, 1961." 

The purpose of the Order in Coun­
cil now before Council is to increase the 
rate of duty on ground coffee, roasted 
coffee beans and coffee extracts from 8 
per cent. preferential and 16 per cent. 
general to 30 per cent. preferential and 
38 per cent. general. The object of the 
increase is to give reasonable protection 
to the local coffee industry. The present 
low rates of duty are quite inadequate 
for this purpose. The imports of coffee 
at present, mainly in the form of extracts 
and essences, total nearly $ ,½ million a 
year. Th� i�rease in the duty now pro­
posed will increase the retail price of 
coffee extracts and essences by some­
thing like 10 per cent. 

The Attorney-General: I beg to 
second the Motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

EXTENSION OF RICE FARMERS 
ORDINANCE 

Mr. Speaker: The Minister of 
Natural Resources to move the fo1low­
ing Motion: 

"Whereas by virtue of section 59 of 
the Rice Farmers (SeCllrity of Tenure) 
Ordinance, 1956, the said Ordinance will 
expire on the last day of April, 1961; 

And whereas it is provided in the 
said section 59 that the Legislative Coun • 
cil may, prior to expiration of: the Ordi­

nance, by resolution declare that the 
Ordinance shall continue in force for 
such period a, may be specified in the 
rrsolution; 

And whereas it is expedient that the 
aforesaid Ordinance should continue in 
force for a further period of five years; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved: that 
the Rice Farmers (Security of Tenure) 
Ordinance, 1956, shall continue in force 
for a further period of five years up to 
and including the 30th April, 1966." 

The Minister of Natural Resourcee 
(Mr. Benn): Sir, Section 59 of the Rice 
t< armers ( Security of Tenure) Orch­
nance, :I 956. provides that the Ordinance 
shall continue in force to the 30th April, 
1961. As it now stands� it has been found 
that several provisions of this Ordinance 
need amending, and the Government has 
been working consistently with a view to 
amending and improving this Ordinance 
where necessary. It has been found, how­
ever, that it is not possible to conclude 
the arrangement for amending this Or­
dinance, and, since the life of the Or­
dinance ends in a few days from now, it 
has been found necessary to approach 
this Council to ask for the life of the Or­
dinance to be extended for another five 
years. 

The Motion before Council seeks 
to give effect to the Government's de­
sire to have the Ordinance extended to 
five years until the Amendments to the 
Ordinance are carried through. 

I beg to move that Council approve 
the Motion. 

The Attornev-Gencral: 
second the Motion. 

I beg to 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

STATUE TO mE LATE MR. H. N. 
CRITCHLOW 

Mr. Speaker : Council will now re­
� u me the debate on the followino­
.Motion: 

0 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends that Government should 
erect a statue to the great pioneer of 
labour, the late Hubert Nathaniel Critch­
low, and that the statue be placed at
Bourda Green." 
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Members arc aware of the two 
Amendments which have been proposed. 
The Minister of Trade and lndustry was 
about to speak when the adjournment 
was taken yesterday. He may do so now 
if he so desires. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
<Dr. Jagan): Sir. I did not think it was 
necessa1:y for me to speak on this 
occasion, but because certain speakers 
gave the impression that we who repre­
sent the Majority Party were opposed 
to the idea of giving recognition, I think 
that it is my duty to say a few words on  
this Motion. 

I rise, Sir, particularly because the 
late Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow was as­
f<Ociated with trade unionism or was the 
founder of trade unionism, and because 
it is being said both in this country and 
outside, day in and day out that the Peo­
ple's Progressive Party is out to destroy 
the Trade Union Movement. Insinua­
tions, therefore, are floating high and 
wide that because we are opposed to  the 
Trade Union Movement we do not want 
to give recognition to this son of Guiana 
-this patriot who was the founder of
trade unionism in  our country.

Then we hear, also. that because 
Mr. Critchlow was not a member of the 
P.P.P. we are refusing to honour him by 
erecting his statue. In  fact, when one 
listens to the speeches, one gets the im­
pression that we are being charged with 
sabotaging this Motion. Let me say here 
a!ld now that we had always recognized 
the great work which was done by this 
great leader of the working class. We 
continue to do so, and in  our writings 
and speeches at the street corners. we 
continue to make reference to his con­
tribution to the working class struggles 
if! this country. 

It is surrrisini..!:, therefor..:, to hear 
suggestions tiiat w; want to sabotage this 
effort to do something to commemorate 

his memory. It is even more surprising 
because some people who today pro­
claim his name and pretend to be labour 
leaders - these so-cal1ed champions -
would, I am afraid if Mr. Critchlow were 
to return and to take on the same role 
which he did when he started, be afraid 
to join him and march with him. Such 
is the situation i n  our country today­
those who coUaborate with the enemies 
of the working class dare accuse us and, 
instead, say that we do not want to do 
honour to this famous son of Guiana. 

Critchlow was a rebel and a revolu­
tionary in his time. He was persecuted; 
he was hounded and all sorts of things 
were meted out to  him. It is all well and 
good, as I said, Sir, for people to sing his 
praise. We sing it, too, but it is a tragedy 
that those who sing his praise today do 
not follow in his footsteps but, instead, 
do everything to hold back the move­
ment for political independence and 
social and economic emancipation for 
this country. 

Only yesterday I was asked about 
the United Nations' petition which was 
fonvarded on the question of indepen-­
d�nce. I refused to answer. How dare 
some of those same people who sabotaged 
the effort of this country to get indepen­
dence come out and ask us about the 
petition to the United Nations for inde­
pendence? What right do they have when 
e\erything they did contributed to the 
fact that British Guiana will not be free 
i n  August when every country, hither 
and thither. is going to be independent? 

Mr. Speaker : Arc we not going out 
of the realm of the particular Motion? 

Dr. Jagan: J noticed the news-
papers made mention of it todav. so l 
thought of giving an explanation, to it. 
However, Sir, I will take your advice and 
say that we would like those who shout 
today, Mr. Critchlow's praise not only 
to build statues to him but to really Jive 
up  to  the ideals which he represented and 
for which he fought. And, indeed, to 
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fight as hard and as courageously as he 
fouoht for them. Whether it should be a 
mo�ument, a�tabloid or trade union hall, 
$UCh matters should be decided later. 

The Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing has already indicated _in  her
speech that Government has given re­
cognition to Mr. Critchlow. T u��erstand 
that a street was named after nim, and 
a Government boat was named after 
him. Why do we have to follow the im­
perialist tradition by building statues? 

I think the Amendment which is 
proposed by the hon. Nominated Mem­
ber. Mr. Hubbard, should be supported 
bec,ause it will <rive the Government a 
wide choice whe� this matter is examined 
fully. What we are interested in is some­
thing which is going to be a 1:r-icmorial­
something good and substantrnl. As I 
have already said we need some form of 
memorial. 

Yesterday the Minister of Labour, 
Health and Housing pointed out that a 
memorial in the fonn of a plaque has 
been put up in St. George's, Grenada, 
in  honour of the memory of the late Mr. 
T. A. Marryshow who, as we all know, 
is an old stalwart in the trade union and 
political fields and is regarded by many 
as the father of the West Indies Federa­
tion. If the Grenadians as wen as West 
Indians think that a plaque is a suitable 
memorial for an illustrious son as Mr. 
Marryshow, why is it that we have to 
say that it must necessarily be a statue 
for Mr. Critchlow? 

I understand that because we have 
voiced some criticism about this matter, 
arguments have been adduced to the ef­
foct that we are opposed to the idea of 
doing honour to the memory of this 
great man. I do not think that this is an 
occasion on which we should quarrel. If 
we cannot unite on anything else, at 
least. we should unite on doing honour 
to the memory of this great Guiane-se. 
What form it should take should be de­
cided after a detailed examination is 
made, and I can assure you that if 

Government finds that a statue is the 
best thing it will certainly go ahead and 
implement whatever has been decided as 
the best thing. 

Mr. Burnham (replying): Sir, per­
haps it is best for me to deal first with the 
Amendment which was moved by the 
hon. Member for Ge.orgetown South. Jt 
is a little difficult to imagine what motiva­
ted him when he proposed the A mend­
ment, for however much one may say or 
ciaim that Mr. Ayube Mohammed Edun 
was a stalwart of the trade union move­
ment· even if the hon. Member for 

, Georgetown South forgets his wonted 
criticism of the gentleman and the union 
which he founded and, at least, wants to 
pay him some tribute, I cannot under 
any circumstances understand what that 
has to do with the erection of a memorial 
for Mr. Critchlow. 

It is a question of comparing a 
�cneral with a private and. if the hon. 
Member thought that Mr. Edun deserved 
a tribute, he might have thought of it 
before this Motion was introduced. I 
will not credit him with any unsavoury 
or ulterior motives, I shall merely say 
that l am happy to find that even his 
seconder has sought safety in flight and 
no longer supports this preposterous, im­
possible and ill-conceived Amendment. 
What are we going to do with Mr. Edun•s 
statue at Bourda Green? That is not 
the scene of his glories, if glories there 
were. 

May I pass now to the other con­
tributions which have been made to this 
debate. There is one interesting bit of 
information which did not and could not 
escape me, and it came from the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Tasker, when 
he informed us that when the trade 
union movement originaUy considered 
the erection of a statue for Mr. Critchlow, 
the Secretary of the British Guiana 
Trade Union· Congress went to Bookers' 
Public Relations Officer and asked for a 
contribution. 
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It is no wonder that those of us who 
are in the Trade Union Movement so 
fre-quently find ourselves the butts of 
insults; it is no wonder that the Minister 
1:)f Communications and Works spoke 
with apparent justification some time 
a1.ro about the· beer-guzzling T.U.C. 
How on earth can the labour movement, 
if it wants to pay tribute to its founder, 
if it wants to pay tribute to one of the 
outstanding leader�� go to the "Leviathan 
Dookers" to ask them for money to put 
up a statue for a man like Mr. Critch-
low? I thought that since that bit of 
information did not escape me that I 
should attract it to the attention of the 
Members of this Council who might have 
been absent when it was given. 

And now for the second Amend­
mcn t, the creature of the Majority Party, 
bv the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Hubbard. 

Mr. Speaker : The Amendment 
was moved by the hon. Nominated 
Member, Mr. Hubbard. 

Mr. Burnham: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
J am not attempting to disclose the party 
loyalties of the hon. Member. I am 
entitled to say fhat it  was moved by the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard. 
and is a creature of the Majority Party. ·· 

Mr. Hubbard: Mr. Speaker. I 
submit that the hon. Member is not en­
titled to say so. 

Mr. Burnham: Until th..: Majority 
Partv wins the next election. l nm entitled 
to hold my opinion. The Amendment 
which, in mv opinion

> 
is a creature of 

the Majority Party and which was moved 
by the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Hubbard. is interesting - interesting 
because for once we find the Nominated 
Member confessing that he  does not 
know what shouki'"be done. He talks 
about a college or institute of biology; he 

says he is not sure what is going to or 
should be done; he confesses his vacuity, 
but he is going to oppose the substantive 
Motion. 

Ref ere nee has already been made 
to the fact that the naming of a schoo1 
of biology after Mr. Critchlow may be a 
fine tribute - a tribute which could be 
paid to Mr. Critchlow in addition to 
something which epitomizes his career 
and gives the public a ready opportunity 
of recognizing the field in which he was 
foremost. but that cannot be the main or 
first tribute that should be paid to Mr. 
Critchlow. I am not unaware of the 
fact that since this Motion was tabled 
the late Mr. Critchlow has had a boat 
named after him. next he will have a 
jeep and a busi and before they scrap 
the railway, a railway engine wiJI be 
named after him. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
spoke rather feelingly on the virtues of 
Mr. Critchlow; he said he was a fighter. 
1 agree with that, and I am happy that 
the'" hon. Minister has changed his view 
of Mr. Critchlow - a view which I 
knew he held in 1953 and 1954 of Mr. 
Critchlow, but somehow or other there 
ciccurs to me a line which is to be found 
somewhere either in the Bible or in 
Shakespeare: "Me thinks he doth protest 
too much". [, the Mover o,f the Motion, 
never blamed the Majority Party; I never 
su�gested that they did not want to pay 
tribute to Mr. Critchlow. I am re­
minded also of what Bernard Shaw once 
said: ''Whe,ncver my guests proclaim 
their honesty I look at my silver". 

The hon. Minister of Trade and 
Industry. who recovered his tongue 
todav, tells us that a statue is in the im­
.:;cria1ist tradition. I am not an expert 
in these matters, but I seem t\) remember 
that there is a statue to Toussaint 
L'Ouverture in Haiti. and he  was one of 
the first successful leaders against the im­
perialist system. l seem ·tn remember 
also that there is a statue of Lenin in 
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Moscow, and I seem to remember that 
there is a statue of Nkrumah in Accra. 
No doubt he thinks statues are in the 
imperialist tradition, but such tortuous 
reasoning, such transparent sophistry 
cannot hide the fact that it is the inten­
tion of the Majority Party not to accept 
this Motion in the form in which it has 
been presented to this Council. To 
come forward with the specious excuse 
about statues being in the imperialist tra­
dition -- why then are there statues in 
other countries in honour of men who 
have fought against imperialism? That 
sort of claptrap and nonsense can only 
delude the unwary and ignorant. 

The fact of the matter as I see i t  
now - previously I had accused no one 
- is that it is the intention of this Gov­
ernment, the Majority Party, not to erect
a statue to Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow,
hut. fortunate1v, I will see that a statue is

erected to Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow
on Bourda Green. Every country has
its heroes; every country has its great
men. We were told some nonsense
about a plaque erected to Marryshow.
\Vhy did the Minister of Trade and In­
dustry not tell us about the statue to
Cipriani in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad?
This is what is called a careful selection
of materia1 to bolster up a case which
has no substance whatsoever. I have
sat on the same bench with the Minister
of Trade and Industr:v. I know his
philosophy: that if you� can at all help 
it, do not allow any Motion by a Mem­
ber of the Op;>osition to succeed. If 
he and his Party thought so hi!!hly about 
Critchlow it is strange that- a'lthough 
they have been. here for f?ur years they
h:we done nothing about it. but as soon 
as someone brings a Motion thev have a 
searching of mind. All we have heard 
from them is that "it cannot be done as 
you say." They quote Marryshow but 
forget about Cipriani. 

If you agree that Critchlow was a 
great man, why not let us use public 
funds to ere<:t a statue to him which all 

may see? Let his statue bestride the 
BC1Urda Green like the Colossus he was. 
There are other forms of tribute we can 
pay. When we have a Labour College 
in Guiana we can call it Critchlow 
College. That can be a fitting tribute in 
addition to the statue. To show how 
meanderin2: their minds are. thev are 
suggesting... Critchlow Scholarships. 
Would that be a pennanent memorial? 
In any case a country like this must not 
think in terms of soholarships. It must 
start thinking a t  this period in tenns of 
giving free education to all, so that there 
would not be any more scholarships. 
There may be medaJs for distinction. 

I am disgusted. They do not know 
what they will do, but they know that 
what other people think is wrong. A
milk and water Amendment has been 
moved by the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Hubbard, but knowing how slowly 
this Government moves, I am sure that 
by the 21st of August nothing will be 
done anyway. 

Mr. Speaker : In order to refresh 
Members' memories, I shall rrad the 
Motion and the Amendments. The 
Motion reads: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends that Government should 
erect a statue to the great pioneer of 
labour, the late Hubert Nathaniel Critch­
low. and that the statue be placed at 
Bourda Green." 

The first Amendment by the hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown South (Mr. Jai 
Narine Singh) reads a:'s follows: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends that Government should 
erect statues to the great pioneers of 
Jabour, the late Hubert Nathaniel Critch• 
low and Ayube Mohammed Edun, and 
that the statues be placed at Bourda 
Green." 

The second Amendment by the hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard, 
reads: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends that Government should 
establish a memorial to the great pioneer 
of labour, the later Hubert Nathaniel 
Criteblow." 
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(MR. SPEAKER] 

J shall, as customary, put the first 
Amendment (Mr. Jai Narine Singh's) 
first. 

Amendment put, and negatived. 

Ma·. s,cakcr: I shall now put the 
second Amendment move<l by Mr. 
Hubbmd. Those in favour will please 
sav "Ave'', and as manv as are of the 
contrary opinion will p1�ase say "No". 
From the voices it sounds about even. I 
think the "Noes" have it. 

\fr. Hubbard· Division, please. 

Council divided and voted as 
follows: 

For 

Mr. Hubbard 
Mr. Ajodha Singh 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Rai 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mrs. Jagan 
Mr. Benn 

Dr. Jagan 
The Financial 

Secretary 
The Attorney.General 
The Chief Secre• 

tary.-11. 

Against 

Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Fredericks 
i\fr. TeJlo 

Mr. Jackson 
Mr. Burnham 
Mr. Kendall.-6. 

Mr. Speaker : I therefore declare 
the Amendment carried. The Motion 
is lost. 

COMMUNITY CENTRES ON 
GOVER"MENT ESTATES 

Mr. Bundlam: I beg to move: 

"Be it resolved: That this House 
recommends that Government immedi­
a1e ly embark on a programme of brnld, 
ing community centres on all Govern• 
ment Housing Estates." 

There nre a number of Government 
Housing Estates, especially in Greater 
Georgetown. but in none of those estates 
is there 'some place where· the residents 
in the community can gather together 
for social cultural or cducrrti0nal pur-

poses. ln short there is no community 
centre on any of those estates, and in the 
majority of cases on the estates to which 
l refer one can hardly find any private
building which can satisfactorilv serve
the pu;pose of a community centre. In
fact, on those estates where the occu­
pants are tenants of the Government very
frequcntlv, if there arc any social func­
tions or • exercises. there are complaints
that the Commissioner of Housing or his
officers u�ually warn the persons in some
cases. and in· other cases threaten them
with expulsion from the Housing Estate.

In many villages or village com­
munities, one finds cornmunity centres. 
fP.. some cases Government has given a 
portion or portions of the costs of -erec­
tion and the local authorities have been 
responsible for the rest of the co'sts. In  
some cases the Government has erected 
the buildings on lands donated bv the 
local authorities. It is sirmificant that 
in all these communities where vou find 
community centres, the people· in the 
majority of cases are ratepayers a't"ld they 
have some type of local authority. In 
this case of the Government estates, 
there are no local authorities. There 
are many estates which come under Gov­
ernment's control, the rents for which 
,ffC collected directly by Government 
cffices: and it seems to me that Govern­
ment should carry out the ,amc policy 
towards these people as towards the 
persons who live in villages and country 
:ircas under local authorities. 

If this Government is going to say 
that it is not in a position to embark im­
mediately upon building centres on Gov­
ernment housing estates; if it says it does 
not have the money, may I suggest. Sir, 
that if it were to make the lands avail­
able in the various housing estates, that 
the residents of those estates will be pre­
pared to contribute, bv wav of work and 
money. towards the · building of these 
much needed community centres. 

I do not know what we shall hear 
from the Government Benches, but. as 
I see :it, even though I may be mistaken> 
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I can see no objection to having com­
munity centre·s; and I can see no 
difficulty about making a start because 
we are assured of the willingness of the 
people of these areas to make some con­
tribution towards these institutions. In  
these circumstances, I beg to move 
"That this Council recommends that 
Government immediately embark on a 
programme of building community cen­
tres on all Government Housino 
Estates/' 

e, 

Mr. Kendall: I beg to second the 
Motion. [Pause.]

Question put; Council divided and 
voted as follows: -

For 

Mr. Bowman 
>t-fr. Jackson 
Mr. Burnham 
Mr. Kendall - 4. 

Against 

Mr. Ajodha Singh 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Rai 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mrs. Jagan 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 

The Financial Secretary 
--8. 

Motion negatived. 

PROPOSED HOLIDAY FOR GENER­
AL ELECTIONS 

Mr. Speaker: The Member for 
Geonretown Centra;J. Mr. Burnham, 
to move the following Motion: 

Be it resolved "That the day ap­
pointed for General Elections in 1961 be 
declared a Public Holiday with pay."

. 

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Speaker, this 
Motion will also be short. I know, Sir, 
that usually there is a provision �n the 
Representation of the People Ordmance 
from time to time that employers on 
Election Day. should be bound to give 
their employees reasonable time-off for 
them to exercise their votes; but still in 
manv cases that provision does not com­
pleteiy remove the hardship which 
many employees find on Election Day-

a hardship w1lich has, on many occasions 
from my .knowledge, prevented these 
employees from exerdsing their fran­
chise. For sometimes employees are 
employed at a point so far distant from 
the polling place or poHing places where 
they have to cast their votes that it would 
mean their having the whole day off and, 
perhaps, more than a day to get to exer­
cise their votes. 

It seems to me, therefore, Sir, that 
in order to avoid the hardship imposed 
on the employees-and some will argue� 
imposed on the employer because the 
employer may well argue that the amount 
of time he will have to give to his em­
ployees would interfere with his pro­
duction or sales•- Government should 
introduce legislation whereby Election 
D::iy should be declared a public holiday. 

If that were the case, then provision 
can be made for certain essential workers 
to vote by proxy; and all persons will be 
in a position to get to the polls and to 
exercise their franchise. 

That is all I have to say on the 
Motion at the moment, Mr. Speaker, 
except to commend it to the Counciff. 

Mr. Jackson: I beg to second the 
Motion. 

The Chief Secretary : (Major 
Smith (ag.): Sir, the object which the 
Motion attempts to achieve is, undoubt­
edly, a very laudable one - the object 
being to ensure that as many people as 
possible would vote on polling day. Bvt 
the Government is not convinced that 
that object would be achieved by de­
claring polling day a public holiday. 
Previous polling days have not been 
public holidays and there has been no 
case, of which we know, where persons 
who had wished to vote had not been 
given the opportunity to do so. Com­
m crce and industry have always co­
operated, fully, in making arrangements 
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for their employees to be released to 
cast their votes� and there is no indica­
tion that this would not happen on this 
occasion. 

As a matter of fact. J think, in the 
case of this vital election. evervone will 
b(; doing all he or she possibly can to 
re!ea,c his or her employees t,o vote on 
that day. Furthermore, there is this 
ques1ion that there may be considerable 
opposition from industry and commerce 
in that. like Government. th�re are a 
number of essc--ntial services which have 
to be maintained on that day. and if 
pol1ing day is declared a public holidav. 
there will have to be additional wages 
bi11s and there may be pr()tcsts from the 
employers themsefves. 

Then. again, it is traditional that a 
�rent many people on public holidays 
like to leave the areas in which they re­
-;idc and go farther afield to have a day 
out, and on this very imp0rtant oc­
casion this may also occur and, there­
fore. will reduce the number of peop1c 
who should be in their districts to vote. 

It is anticipated that. as usual. the 
sale of liquor will be prohibited on 
polling day. hut there is nothing to stop 
an individual from getting his supply 
the day before. Regrettable though it is, 
it is a fact. that on a holidav more drink­
ing takes place than on a pormal day. 

Those Elections in August 1961 
are so important and vital that it is in­
evitable that there will be a great deal of 
excitement and tension. and the view is 
that it will be for better if on that day 
the people were just going about their 
normal business of work rather than 
being on holiday, perhaps, imbibing 
free]v, which mav cause incidents which 
in turn may create a threat to law -and 
order. In view nf :dl these considerations. 
Government is 1-)pf'1Jsin� the suggestion 
that polling day be nude a public holi­
d::.y. 

Mr. Jackson: Sir, the poorest of 
excuses against a Motion coming from 
this side of the Table has been given to 
this Motion, but if that were all it would 
not have been as bad as the amount of 
slander which has been �xpressed just 
now by the spokesman for the Govern­
ment. The sale of liquor will be pro­
hibited it is true, but nothing can stop 
the people from storing up liquor before 
the day of the Elections. Yet i t  is said 
that if -they are given a holiday they may 
imbibe too freely and will obstruct law 
and order. 

The Chief Secretarv: l said there 
may possibly be such incidents. 

Mr. Jackson: Whether it is possible 
or otherwise, it is implied that since the 
people can store up their liquor the day 
before the Elections. then nobody can 
stop them from imbibing freely .on that 
dav. Therefore no matter what attempt 
is made to minimize the observation. the 
fact remains that Government is saying 
that if rolling dav was made a holidav. 
the peo1;1e wou1d drink until they created 
a disruption of law and order in this 
country. The question of drinking liquor 
freely on a public holiday is a statement 
of fact, hut it is rather unfortlmate, in 
my v iew. that the Government should 
say that it will oppose this Motion be­
cause of something which is happening 
in some respects to a greater degree 
every day in our society. I should have 
thought that the Government would 
realize that our people are becoming 
much more alive to their political re­
sponsibil ities than they were in my 
father and grand-father's day. 

It would appear that the Govern­
ment is not keeping abreast of the times, 
because� if the Government's spokesman 
was moving among the people as we do. 
l1e would have recoi!tlized the fact that 
the people have be�<)me more alive to 
their responsibilities today and of those 
for August 196 I . That is the difference 
between the Government's spokesman 
and some of us on this side of the Table-,, 



1199 Proposed lloZ:day 2 7TH APRIL, 1961 For General Elec,.ions 1200 

\Ve move among the ordinary common 
pe,ople and we know that they have be­
come more awakened and alive to their 
political responsibilities. I am sure that 
in the light of their awakened interest 
what the Government, through its 
spokesman, seems to anticipate will not 
take place. It is to be deplored that the 
Government should use that as an 
argument against the Motion. 

Sir, the Mover of the Motion said 
that the people find i t  difficult to move 
up and down from one p lace to another; 
he did not accuse the employers of not 
granting time off to employees in order 
to permit them to cast their votes; he 
said that they granted time off. but there 
was a great amount of difficuJty in 
moving about. Many people live in the 
country drstricts and woTk in George­
town. They have to go to work in the 
morning in the nonnal way and then 
incur additional expenditure to go back 
to the POil.ling Station and return to 
work. It means that Government will be 
adding to the cost of the vote. Perhaps 
it does not matter much to the Govern­
ment whether these people exercised 
their franchise or not. The intention is 
to see that everyone is given an op­
portunity to exercise his or her fran­
chise. It is easy for those who reside in 
Georgetown and have to vote in  George­
town. 

However the movement of 
workers is very great. and it seems to 
me that if this matter had been given 
full consideration Government would 
not have used such an argument against 
the Motion. Sir, what opposition can 
come ·from the Chamber of Commerce? 
It is true that they have time and again 
opposed proposals for making certain 
days public holidays. but this is one of 
the occasions that no one with a right 
approach to the problem should oppose 
making Polling Day a holiday. There is 
nothing as important to the country as 
when one h3.s to cast one's vote for the 
election of the Government. 

The Cham bcr of Commerce should 
not be opposed to this Motion, because 
we are told that they are crying out 
against what they are fearful about, and 
they should be the first people to agree 
to it. Has Government consulted the 
Chamber of Commerce to find out their 
attitude to this Motion? This Motion 
was tabled on the 21st December, 1960, 
and re-tabled in January this year. Has 
Government proceeded, as in the past, 
and consulted the Chamber of Com­
merce about the matter? If it has not, 
why? Why come here today and say that 
they may be opposed to making Polling 
Day a public holiday? Let us hear what 
views they have expressed on the 
matter. 

When the workers asked for May 
Day to be made a public holiday. the 
Chamber of Commerce were consulted. 
Today Government has not consulted 
them, and we are told that they may op­
pose it. The democratic rights of the 
p�ople should be maintained against the 
views of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the most dis­
appointing reply that one could ever re­
ceive from the Government bench with 
rt:>spect to the day of Elections. We an­
ticipate many things, and we expect many 
things to happen contrary to  our views� 
but we could never have thought that 
we could have heard such a childish ex­
cuse for opposing the Motion. 

Mr. Bowman: In August thjs year 
the voting population of this country 
wi11 be caHed upon to make the greatest 
decision-in fact the most important 
political decision in their lives. With 
this Election a new Constitution will be 
introduced; this Constitution gives us 
complete internal self-government. TI1e 
representative who s p o k e on the 
Government's behalf said that commerce 
and industry have always given time off 
to their employees on  Election Day. J 
agree with that. but how does that com­
pare with what the Leader of the 
Majority Party said not very long ago? 
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If we take the argument so far as trade 
and industry are concemed, we will 
find that it is contrary to what the 
Leader of the Majority Party has said 
regarding imperialist's traditions. 

Sir, if we on tl1is side of the Table 
accept what has been said by the act­
ing Chief Secretary, then we would be 
upholding the imperialists traditions, 
but we arc asking for a departure from 
such traditions. We want Election Day 
to be made a public holiday, and that 
will be a departure from the old pro­
cedure because it bas never been done 
before. 

The acting Chief Secretary said 
that commerce and industry give their 
employees timt! off on Election Day. 1 
have seen commerce and industry giving 
their employees half-day holiday to  go 
and sec cricket which is far Jess impor­
tant. I have seen International Cricket 
Tea.ms coming here and the whole of 
Water Street was closed so that their 
employees could attend cricket. Are you 
going to tell me that seeing cricket is 
more important than taking the greatest 
political decision of our lives in this 
country? I would like the Elected Party 
in th:� Government to an:--wer that 
question. It must be remembered that 
the decision we are going to take will 
decide whether this country will remain 
with the West or will go with the East­
I refer to the Communist part. That i, 
why it is important that everybody 
should be given a chance to vote. 

Sir. it is quite true that some em­
ployers will be inclined to give time off 
to their workers, but others may n.ot be 
inclined to do so. T know that some of 
them will put up barriers in  the way of 
their employees who desire to vote. es­
pecially when they know that they want 
to vote for the people they do not want 
to win. That is a foct, and all those 
th�ngs must br taken into consideration. 
For that reason I propose to introduce 

an Amendment which should be ac­
ceptable to  the Government. I move 
that after the word "pay'' at the end 
of the Motion there be inserted a 
comma, with the addition of the words 
"'and that the time for votjng be ex­
tended to eight o'clock in the evening." 
If the Government is not prepared lio 
make polling day a public holiday it 
should at least agree to extend the time 
for voting. In that case sugar workers, 
for instance, would be able to work all 
day and still have time to exercise their 
vote. Extension of voting time by two 
hours would be a great facility to some 
workers, and I think Government shou!d 
accept such an  Amendment. I know 
that Government is opposed to the 
Motion. but at least it should agn:-c to 
an extension of the time for voting to 
eight o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. Tello: I beg to  second the 
Amendment and I think both the Motion 
und the Amendment should commend 
e1emselves to the Council. Both have 
the same objective which is to enable 
all persons to exercise the franchise. The 
object behind the suggestion of a public 
holiday is to make voters free to go to 
the polls and save them the embarrass­
ment of having to seek the permigsion 
of their employers. There are some 
people who refuse to be obligated to 
their employers by asking favours, and 
there arc a lot of employers who a:re 
not approachable. As this Council has 
the power to do so. I think polling day 
should be declared a public holiday. 
Most unions are advocating paid holi­
days, and an  election holiday with pay 
should not be con•sidered such a great 
financial burden in the interest of the 
political future of this country. 

I can see the wisdom in the sug­
gestion of an extension of voting time. 
The doors of polling stations should be 
kept open as late as possible so that 
there can be no excuse bv a voter for 
not casting his vote. Wben I saw the 
Motion T realized the object, and I con­
sulted my friend who explained to me 
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his reason for suggesting an extension of 
the time for voting. I think the Mover of 
the Motion may be induced to accept 
the Amendment, and T hope the Coun­
cil wili accept the amended Motion. 

Mr. S9eaker: I wOU!ld like to be per­
fectly clear as to what the Amendment is. 
I am not quite clear. I understood 
the Mover of the Amencbnent to say that 
he wanted at the end of the Motion the 
words "and that the time for voting be 
extended to eight o'clock in the even­
ing." If those words are added to the 
Motion it would mean that the day ap­
pointed for the General Election in 1961 
should be declared a public hciiday, 
and that the time for voting should be 
extended to eight o'clock in the even­
ing. I do not know whether the Mover 
of the Amendment means that on the 
day appointed for the General Election 
the time for voting should be extended 
to eight o'clock in the evening. or that 
the day be declared a public holiday and 
the time for voting extended to eight 
o ·c1ock in the evening. I would like to
know exactly what he intends.

Mr. Bowman : Seeing that the 
Government has indicated unwifling­
ness to accept the Motion, I am suggest­
ing that if it does not agree that polling 
day should be declared a public holiday 
Government should at least extend the 
time for voting to eight o'clock in the 
t'vening. 

Mr. Speaker : Perhaps it would be 
better if you would put your Amend­
ment into writing. All I want to know is 
exactly what it is. 

Mr. Bowman: I will try to make 
myself clear. I put it in that way because 
1 am sti11 hoping that the Government 
will accept the Motion as it stands. 

Mr. Speaker: I cannot allow your 
Amendment to be seconded unless it is 
made quite clear. 

Mr.. Bowman : In view of the fact 
that Government has indicated its inten­
tion not to accept the Motion, I would 
ask that the words "be declared a public 
holiday with pay" be deleted, and the 
following words substituted: "and that 
the time for voting be extended to eight 
o·clock in the evening."

Mr. Speaker : That is what I was 
asking. 

Mr. Bowman : I was still trying to 
force Government's hands. 

Mr. Speaker : Then the Motion will 
read: "That on the day appointed for 
General Elections in 1961 the time for 
voting be extended to eight o'clock in the 
evening." 

... 

Mr. Bowman: That is correct, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker : Is that what you 
seconded, Mr. Tello? 

Mr. Tello: I prefer to co�ult the 
Mover of the Amendment. 

Mr. Bowman : My seconder is sug­
gesting that the Motion should remain 
as it is with the addition of the words I 
have moved. I agree to that. 

Mr. Tello: I am seconding the 
Amendment for the addition of those 
words. 

Mr. Speaker : I wiU read the 
Amendment as you wish it. and you will 
tell me if it is what you wish. It is. "That 
the day appointed for General Elections 
in 1961 be declared a public holiday with 
pay, and that the time for voting be ex­
tended to eight o'clock in the evening." 
Is that correct? 

Mr. Bowman : Yes, Sir. That is it. 

Mrs. Jagan: I am not certain while 
I listened to the Members on the other 
side of the Table discussing the Motion, 
whether I detected a certain lack of con-
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fidence, a certain feeling of uncertainty in 
the uir, a generafl feeling of insecurity 
,1hout the Election. .Instead oif uncer­
tainty there should be a feeling that all 
\'w'ill be well, but when one l istens to the 
words of the speakers one sees no justifi­
cation for the Motion to make "(X)tling 
day a public holiday. May I quote the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North 
(Mr. Jackson) who tells us that the 
people are more alive to their political re­
sponsibilities than before. He also says 
that thev are more alive to the interests 
of their �country; that with August, 1961 
coming they are more awakened to their 
political responsibilities. He said that 
over and over again. and I agree with him 
that the people arc now more awakened 
to their political responsibiljties, and with 
this awakening comes a verv intense in­
terest t.o participate in the political life of 
the community. 

The actual physical ,ict of going to 
the polling booth and filling a fom1 and 
rutting it  into the ballot box •--- that is  
to the voter the fulfilment of  his many 
years of interest in  politics, and there are 
very few people. to my knowledge, who 
are reallv awaken�d and interested in 
the welfa�e of their country who wi

l

l not 
go and vote on election ·day. I k now 
that there are a few who may find 
difficulty through lack of transport to 
their poJling areas, but those who are 
really keen will find the means and the 
al'�ility to make the necessary sacrifice to 
go and vote, so that the political party 
they are supporting gets their votes. We 
have every confidence that people will 
come out in large numbers and exercise 
their franchise. We can see no need for 
a holiday to be proclaimed for that day, 
because we know that they are politically 
awakened. 

The hon. Member for Demerara 
River ( Mr. Bowman) tells us that he is 
rnpporting the Motion for election day 
to be declared a public holiday because 

we will have to make a most important 
decision on that day. I agree with him. 
\.\·e wil l  have to make a very important 
political decision, and it is the duty of 
everyone to participate in the making of 
that very important decision. I have 
great confidence in  the people of this 
country, and I have confidence that they 
wilI come out and exercise the franchise. 
Polling day does not have to be made a 
public holiday for them to exercise the 
franchise. Previous elections have shown 
that people have come out to exercise 
their votes. without the day being de­
clared a holiday. 

The hon. Member for Demerara 
River, in another vein. tellls us now that 
we must have a departure from the old 
way. That, I found. rather unusual. 
coming from the lip:- of the hon. Mem­
ber who does not seem to like anv de­
parture from any old wav � and • from 
what I observed from his talks and 
acti.ons in this Council. he has consist•· 
ently and persistently fought to maintain 
the old order of things. 

He tells us that on this Election Dav 
a great decision will be taken ...:_ 
whether this countrv should remain in 
the West or go to the East. He ob­
viously feels that would be an issue, He 
tells us that that is the reason why it is 
terribly important that all must be able 
to vote on that day. He goes on to say 
there may be some employers who may 
not allow their emolovees to come out 
to vote on th;-it day." 

T understood the point of view from 
which the hon. Member was speaking. 
but knowing of his politica1 affiliation 
2nd that he is a member of a political 
party which is obviously and mainly 
supported hy the employer group, I can­
not �ec wh\· he will have anv fear that 
the employers would be reluctant to al­
low th�ir cmnloyces time to vote. From 
his way of looking at the situation. the 
only political group that would suffer is 
the political group which I represent -
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and we have no fear. So that if the 
employers wish to prevent their em­
ployees from coming out and voting for 
us, we do want to say: "We are not 
afraid." The voters who want to see 
this country go ahead and expand will 
know how to vote; and it is from this 
feeling of confidence that the Majority 
Party - the Elected Members of the 
Government, at any rate - say we can­
not see the need for declaring that day 
a public holiday. 

I cannot help mentioning that. 
aside from those views I expressed, I sat 
patiently and I listened to the Mover of 
the Motion and those who spoke, yet I 
have not heard one sound argument put 
up in favour of having Election Day as 
a public holiday. Perhaps1 we will hear 
of all the countries in the world where 
Election Day has been declared a public 
holiday. I have not heard of them, but 
I am willing to be convinced. Until I 
hear sound arguments put forward in 
support of the Motion and contrary to 
the debates so far. my view is, there is 
only one possible way one can vote as 
a result of the discussion and that is 
against the Motion. 

Mr. Burnham (replying): There 
is, Mr. Speaker, a division in the ranks. 
The hon. the Chief Secretary, a collea-
1:me of  the hon. Minister of Labour, 
tlealth and Housing, in opposing the 
Motion sought speciously and uncon · 
vincingly to argue that a holiday on poll­
ing day would be a bad thing. Says be, 
in the tradition of the old schoo1: 
"There is likely to be considerable 
opposition from commerce and indus­
try." I should have thought that the 
Chief Secretary would recognize that the 
paramountcy of commerce and industry 
has passed. These are not davs when the 
Government should be or will be run by 
the Chamber of Commerce and those 
who own commerce and industry. As 
for me, I am surprised that someone 
who shares mv Alma Mater sbould come 
forward with -an argument like this. I 

thought that our Alma Mater had pro­
duced persons with sufficient clarity of 
mind to recognize that considerable op­
position from commerce and industry is 
not relevant consideration. 

Commerce and industry in British 
Guiana, in a number of cases, will al­
ways oppose anything that looks new 
because they are made in the conserva­
tive way. Then the Chief Secretary 
showed great solicitude for those barons 
of commerce and industry and he re­
ferred to the fact that there may be 
arguments against additional wages bills. 
That is not a con'sideration of mine in 
the arguments against the Motion. Ad­
ditional wages biUs are but a small 
contribution to make to the ideal which 
I thought we ought to share - the ideal 
of giving the maximum and optimum op­
portunities to the voters to exercise their 
franchise. 

Still in the old school, the hon. the 
Chief Secretary says: "People may lee.ve 
their areas and districts as it is a holi­
day." It 'seems to me that it is to be 
assumed that the people are not suffi­
ciently interested in exercising their 
franchise, if you believe they will leave 
their places of abode or residences to go 

. picnicking or holidaying. I do not share 
the view that in these times - in these 
crucial days - there will be persons of 
that type. If there are, they will be 
definitely in the minority; and those are 
the oersons who will never avail them­
i;e}ves of their right - and I would say, 
their duty - to exercise their franchise 
whether it is a holiday or not. 

When the hon. the Chief Secretary 
remarked that additional liquor drinking 
is likely to take place on that day if it is 
a public holiday, I seem to remember a 
representative of the old order who is 
alleged to have said that all a certain 
ethnic group wanted was enough money 
to indulge in rum-drinking and cheap 
love-making. I think it is an insult to 
the people of British Guiana to suggest 
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that if polling day were to be made a 
public holiday, they would increase their 
stores of alcohol rnainlly for the purpose 
of drinking on that day. rather than go 
and exerci'se their votes. ! think it is an 
insult of the highest order; and knowing 
how this Government operates. l have no 
doubt that he is the spokesman for his 
Fleeted Colleagues. This marriage, in­
deed, is a strange one. But with a little 
l:it more astuteness. the hon. �:finister of 
Labour, Health and Housing sought to 
give us  the other excuse for not accept­
ing this Motion. 

As I understand her wanderings -
as r understand her remarks -- what she 
tried to sav was not that to have a holi­
dav was bad, but that there is n o  need 
for a holiday. May I answer her argu­
ments? Tf there is no  need for a holi­
day i n  the opinion of the Elected Gov­
ernment. according to my understanding 
and logic - and T am not comnlctclv an 
infant 'in that field -·- that is no rc;son 
for opposing the Motion. The Chief 
Sccretnry. hold as his answer was, put 
fonvard a much more logical reason ·for 
opposition. He says: "It is going to be 
had." r permit him freedom of speech 
and opinion if he thinks it is going to be 
bad in his hem1 and conscience:· He 
is entitled to an opinion; but the little 
lady !!oes on to say. not that it is bad but 
th::it there is no need for it. That is 
only the opinion of a few; and if opinions 
are divided 8S to whether there is need 
for it or not, the obvious thinrr is to 
allow it to be, as fong as it is not bad. 
Th?ugh J disagree with the hon. the 
Ch1ef �ecretary's reasoning, I can sense 
the logic in his reaction. 

We understand there is some feel­
!ng o� insecurity in the hearts of s.ome, 
but 1t was not the People�s. National 

Congress that kept shouting that all the 
constituencies are gerrymandered. It 
was not the People's National Congress 
that wrote that it had a minority in 20 

seats and if it does not win the elections 
there is going to be hell. There is no 
insecurity in thls section of the Council. 
It is merely that we are motivated by the 
desire to see that everyone is given an 
opportunity to vote. We are told that 
there has not been a sound argument put 
forward, but who is the Minister of 
Labour, Health and Housing to judge the 
soundness of arguments? There is none 
,o deaf as he or she who would not hear. 

The hon. Chief Secretary said that 
the Government knows and he speaks 
a; the spokesman of the Government ---­
of no  occasion where employers had 
been unwilling to release their workers 
to go and vote, I know of several such 
instances - instances i n  the two General 
Elections in which I have been involved. 
and the law does not really provide a 
proper sanction. The law merdv says 
that an employer will be liable· to� a 
penalty. What is the use of the penalty 
which is a punishment directed against 
the individual when it daes not overcome 
the disadvantage which has been created 
by his breach of the law? Employer:; 
and businessmen have been known in 
thf" past to flout the law and calculate 
their ability to pay the fines provided by 
the law. There are several instances 
known. 

In the second place, it is useless to 
say that even if there were instances 
there is a reasonable time prescribed by 
law, because that does not meet the case. 
The question that arises is: What is a 
reasonab1e time that should be per­
mitted to a worker by an employer? Let 
us: take this particular instance which I 
know of personally. A man is regis­
t<>red to vote in West Coast, Bernice. 
He is working at the Petrol Bulk Plant 
a� Providence, and the employer gives 
1um an extra hour as a reasonable time 
to go and vote. 

In 1957 it was difficult to travel 
o�er the bad roads and today, thanks to
this Government i t  i s  even more pre­
posterous to suggest that an extra hour 

[MR. BURNHAM]
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will permit a man to travel from Provi­
dence to his po1!1ing place in West Coast, 
Dcrhice. and return in  time� The law 
does not say that if the employer fails 
to give reasonable time that the employee 
cannot be dismissed. The law pre­
scribes a penalty on the employer who 
does not give the employee time off, and 
therefore when that man is out of a job 
there will be a lot of legal niceties to be 
discussed as to what is a reason.able 
time. What solace does that man have 
if, i n  going to vote, he loses his jo'b? 

There are many wage-earners who 
live far from their work-place. In fact 
the Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing herself said that there may be 
a few who find difficultv, but it is to  eli­
m.inate the possibility � of this difficulty 
that we ·are asking that Election Day be 
made a holiday. We are not hoping, 
if this Motion were to be adopted, that 
the result of it would be to take to the 
polls people who are so apathetic and 
lethargic that they would not have gone 
unless it was a holiday. The purpose of 
this Motion is to enable those who want 
to go and who find great difficulty, and, 
in some cases if they are to retain their 
job�. find it imposs;hle to !!ct to their 
po11ing places. We are not here to offer 
an opportunity to thos,e who are not in­
terested in casting their votes. 

So far as J am concerned. those 
who arc not interested are in the minor­
ity, and if yon cannot persuade them by 
a proper canv?.ss. if you cannot per­
suade them by your policy, you are not 
going to be able to persuade them by 
giving them a holiday. so I would nke to 
pnt this matte-r straight. The purpose of 
this holiday is not a sort of gift to en­
courage those who are not real1y inter­
ested in the Geneml Elections. 

The difficulties. that obtain are more 
in the case of paid workers than in the 
case of self-employed peasants. It is a 
real difficulty which I have seen in two 

Genern1 Elections. Of course. the 
Motion is not going to be passed be­
cause the "littlle lady" says that th.ere has 
been no sound reason advanced. It is 
interesting to hear that the reason they 
vote against this Motion is because no 
sound reason has been advanced. I 
happen to know that the Government 
decided to reject it before hearing the 
reason, so this gallery play about no 
sound reason being advanced does nOf 
fool me. 

I am not really interested in the 
clash between two fonner friends and 
colleagues about East and West and who 
represents the employers. I am mere1v 
interested in seeing that every one is 
given an opportunity to exercise his vote 
with the minimum amount of incon­
venience. I should like to see every one 

going to the polls without any difficulty 
or embarrassment so far as his work is 
concerned. That is the onlv motive be­
hind my moving this Motion. Let me 
repeat that it is not the leader of the 
P.N.C. who wrote a friend in America 
to say that they bad a minority in 
20 constituencies. 

�. Speaker: I shall read the 
substantive Motion: 

"That the day appointed f o r 
General Elections in 1961 be declared a 
Public Holiday with pay." 

An Amendment to that Motion has 
been moved to this effect: that the words 
"that the time for voting be extended 
until eight o'clock in the night", be added 
at the end after the word "pay". I am 
going to put the Amendment first, but I 
shall read the Amendment to  you so that 
you may be properly apprised as to 
what it is: 

"That the day appointed for General 
Elections in 1961 be declared a Public 
Holiday with pay, and ihat the time for 
voting be extended until eight o•cloct 
in ti1e night." 
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Question put, the Council divided 
and voted as follows: 

For A1.;ainst 

Mt. Bowman Mr Hubbard 
Mr. Tello Mr. Davis 
Mr. Jackson !\1r. Aj,,dha Singh 
Mr Burnham Mr. Saffee 
Mr. KendaJI - 5. Mr. Rai 

Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr,;; Jagan 
Mr. Benn 
rhe Financial Secrctarv 
The Attorney-General 
The Chief Secretary - 11. 

Mr. Speaker: The Amendment is 
lost. I ·shaM now put the substantive 
Motion: 

"That the day �ippoin!cd for General 
Elections in !961 he declared a Public 
Holiday with pay.'· 

Question put, the Council divided 
and voted as follows: 

For A !1t'llf1St 

f\fr. Howman �tr. Hubbard 
\1r. Tello l\lr. Davi� 
!\tr. hchon Mr. Ajodha Singh 
\1r. Bur11h,rn1 Mr. Saffec 
\: :·. Kendall --- 5. Mr. Rai 

Mr. Ram Karran 
\frs. Jagan 
\1r. Renn 
fhe Financial Secretary 
rbe :\ttor:iev-General 
rhe Chief Secretary - 11. 

Mr. Speaker: I declare the Motion 
lost. 

IMPERSONATION AT GENERAI .. 
ELECTION 

Mr. llnmham: I beg to move the 
following Motion standing in my name: 

"Be it resolved that to prevent im­
personatin.!! at the 1961 General Elections 
provisions he made for the indelible 
staining of the thumbs of voters who 
have voted." 

I have some reason to believe, Mr. 
Speaker, that the chorns of "Noes"' will 
not meet this particular Motion because 

find co-operation from the Attorney­
General. But it is; my duty to put for­
ward the arguments in favour of this 
Motion. l do not think that any one of 
us will dcnv that he does not want im­
personation· at the General Elections. In 
various parts of the world one of the 
technique� used is the staining of the 
thumb or some finger of a person whc 
has already voted. 

There nwv be some opoosition to 
this from some· people who ·believe that 
it is •infra dig. to have their fingers or 
thumbs stained, but I do not think that 
that op;Jositi:0n is sound, widc:-.prcad. or 
will persi�:� if the Government were pre­
pared to accept the recommendation in 
this Motion. The type of stain I envisage 
is not one that \•,:ill stay on for life. hut 
one that ,i,,ill remain over the period of 
the Elections -- for about 24 hours or 
thereabout --- and can then be removed 
easily by one means or another after thti 
reriod. 

I hope that if this Motion is ac­
cepted we will be able to discover a 
-..tain or an ink which can last for at 
least 24 hours. I am aware of the fact 
that that a]one docs not and wi11 not pre­
vent imper�onation or completely ex­
clude chances of impersonation. but we 
have put our elections m:1ch1nery in gear 
so late that another proposal which I 
had, I am sure, will not be accepted by 
the Government because it cann�)t be 
acted upon in time for the General 
Elections. 

My idea is that every voter. after 
:he final list is closed. sheuJd ha vc a poil 
card with his or her picture 0:1 it. That 
would assi'st in eliminatin� impersona­
ti.nn. and it would give the po11ing or 
presiding officer or pollinf.! clerk as the 
case may he an opportunity of compar­
ing the person who sets himself up as a 
voter with the person whose picture ap­
pears on the poll card. I had thought 
of that. but the Government took such 
a long time to decide on enumeration 
and ,,·hat the d:!V shrndd f·,e :md tlL'.n 
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shifted it -- there was so much confus­
ion that I do not think I should further 
embarrass i t  by asking for something 
which takes a great deal of efficiency and 
calls for a longer time to handle. 

In the circumstances, Sir, we shall 
have to depend on one instrument only 
- the instrument of the staining of the
thumb or a finger.

Mr. Jackson: Sir, I beg to second 
the Motion. 

The Attorney-General � The Gov-
ernment cannot allow the hon. Member 
to get away with the suggestion that his 
bright idea of poll cards was thwarted 
because the Government was so late in 
starting to make arrangements for the 
forthcoming elections. That is absolute 
nonsense. The hon. Member could 
have brought up his points six months 
ago, because it wa'.s more than six months 
:igo that the Government organized an 
Elections Working Party under the 
chairmanship of the Chief Secretary, 
which has been meeting regularly every 
week and continues to do so, to plan for 
the enumeration of voters and the or­
canization of the actual elections. The 
Ciovernment welcomes suggestions, and 
it is quite wrong to give the impression 
that it is the Government that has pre­
vented this idea from being ventilated. 
lt is entirelv the fault of the hon. Mem­
ber in not having raised it before. 

But mv learned friend. the hon. 
Member for· Georgetown Central. is for 
once correct in saying that this Motion 
will not be met with a chorus of "Noes". 
The Government, in its wisdom, and be­
fore the hon. Member had raised the 
point about the staining of fingers. de­
cided that it would be advisable to  intro­
duce this safeguard against plural voting. 
But it thought a little further than the 
hon. Member. that it mav well be that 
one or more unfortunate peopk may not 
have thumb� to stain, or if they have 
thumbs they mav be iniured. and the 
<:taining of .the fingers would be equally 

effective. In a Bill which will shortly 
be introduced in this Council to amend 
the Representation of the Peoples Ordi­
nance, 1957, to make provision for elec­
tions to the new Legislative Assembly 
and to  adopt a number of proposals 
which have emerged from the experience 
of the 1957 elections, there will be pro­
vision for the staining of the fingers or 
thumbs of those who voted. The Gov­
ernment is already experimenting with 
indelible inks, and I may mention that 
if this ink is put under the nail or quick 
it is very difficult to get off. The Gov­
ernment also believes that as a result 
of the provision for the indelible inking 
of fingers of those who have voted, a 
deterrent effect will be produced which 
should go a long way to discourage 
people from attempting to vote more 
than once hy illegal means. 

The procedure in the polling booth 
will be that a voter who asks for a voting 
paper will he asked to submit his fingers 
for examination by the presiding officer 
or the assistant presiding officer, and if 
it is seen that he has not got any indel­
ible ink on his fingers he will be given a 
ballot paper. On compfoting that ballot 
paper, and just before he places it into 
the ballot box, he must submit to having: 
one of his fingers or a thumb marked with 
indelible ink: whereupon he can then 
place his ballot paper into the ballot box. 
There is also provision that if the voter 
has no hands. or is unfortunately dis­
abled in 'such a way that he is unable to 
have any finger or thumbs stained, he 
will not be deprived of his right to cast 
his vote. 

If the hon. Member will agree to 
amend his Motion to provide that it 
should include fingers or thumbs the 
Gcvcrn.ment will be happy to go along 
with him and vote in favour of the 
Motion. I suggest that we should not 
limit the Mo::ion to thumbs, but provide 
for the staining of fingers or thumbs. 

Mr. Burnham: I am prepared to 
accept the Amendment to insert the word 
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''fingers", but in talcing advantage of my 
right to reply I must -

Mr. Sneaker: Does your seconder 
agree? 

Mr. Bumham: Yes. Sir. In ex­
ercising my right to reply I want to thank 
the hon. the Attorney-.Oeneral for intro­
ducing that spark of humour which has 
really enlivened the afternoon'� proceed­
in!!s which have been rather senous. We 
ht;ar that the Government in its wisdom 
--- the Attorney-General always drops 
his prefixes - had thought of this before 
and has other bright ideas. Far be it 
from me to throw back into his face the 
compliment of having a bright idea, but 
if the other bright idea had been sug­
gested six months ago it would have 
been better. If this bright Government 
in its wisdom had brought up this Motion 
for debate six months ago when it was 
tabled, I may have had an opportunity t,o 
give it my bright idea, and it might have 
had time to have that bri2ht idea 
executed. 

We hear about a Working Party for 
the elections. I have not heard of it 
before: this Council has not been in­
formed of it. It is s.o much like the 
Land's and Mines Working Party which 
does anything but work. How does this 
Government do its business? It sets up 
an Elections Working Party and informs 
no one. It does not publicize anything 
but it gets the Attorney-Genera!, Sir 
Gallahad. to defend its omission by say­
ing that there is a Working Party. 

I am glad to see that Government 
i-, accepting'" this Motion. but 1 must say 
that it was tabled on the 21st of Decem­
ber and the Attorney-General ought to 
remember, or ought to know. that the 
question  of poll cards with photographs 
was discussed with a t  least two Official 
Members of the Government by a cer­
tain hon. Member who represents 

Georgetown Central (Mr. Burnham) 
more ... than six months ago, but of course 
that is unofficial. I thought the 
Attorney-General would have told u� 
why there has been thj's delay in draft­
ing the necessary legislation. r thought 
that by now we would have had a Bil l  
to  amend the Representation of  the 
Peoples Ordinance before us. Thl' 
Attorney-General always prefaces hi:­
rcmarks \Vith the words "absolute non­
sense.'' 1 iust want to brim� to his 
attention this fact. that since h� has re­
cognized th,it there may be some p�o,)k 
without thumbs, he has just brought to 
mv attenti.on that there mav be some 
people without fingers. Therefore he 
had better make provision for such per� 
sons when he is drafting the kgislation, 
and I hope the drafting should take a 
shorter time than the drafting of Jegisla-• 
tion with Tespect to hire-purchase agree­
ments. 

The Attorney-General: J rnove 
that the word "fingers'' be substituted for 
the word "thumbs" in the Motion. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Motion, as amended, put and 
carried. 

PROPOSED INCREASE OF GUIANA 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Mr. Burnham : I beg to move: 

'·Be it resolved: That this Council 
recommends that the number of Guiana 
Scholarships he increased from three to 
six.: 

For som\! years there was only one 
Guiana Scholarship awarded annually, 
and then that number was increased to 
two. and then to three. This Motion 
seeks to have that number increased to 
six immediately •--- not in the future; 
not next year.· but immediately. Jf we 
ar(' to make a reality of Jndl:p�n.cknc..:. 
if we are to run our own affairs, if we 
are to build those new industries which 

· so manv of us talk about; if indeed we
arc to ·make Guiana a better l)lace, I
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shifted it - there was so much confus­
ion that I do not think I should further 
embarrass it by asking for something 
which takes a great deal of efficiency and 
calls for a longer time to handle. 

In  the circumstances, Sir, we shall 
have to depend on one instrument oniy 
--- the instrument of the staining of the 
thumb or a finger. 

Mr. Jackson: Sir, I beg to second 
the Motion. 

The Attorney-General: The Gov-
ernment cannot allow the hon. Member 
to get away with the suggestion that his 
bright idea of poll cards was thwarted 
because the Government was so late in 
starting to make arrangements for the 
forthcoming elections. That is absolute 
nonsense. The hon. Member could 
have brought up his points six months 
ago, because it wa's more than six months 
ago that the Government organized an 
Elections Working Party under the 
chairmanship of the Chief Secretary, 
which bas been meeting regularly every 
week and continues to do so, to plan for 
the enumeration of voters and the or­
f!anization of the actual elections. The 
Government weicomes suggestions, and 
it is quite wrong to give the impression 
that it is the Government that has pre­
vented this idea from being ventilated. 
It is entirely the fault of the hon. Mem­
ber in not having raised it before. 

But mv learned friend, the hon. 
Member for- Georgetown Central. is for 
once correct in saying that this Motion 
will not be met with a chorus of "Noes". 
The Government, in its wisdom. and be­
fore the hon. Member had raised the 
point about the staining of fingers, de­
cided that it would be advisable to  intro­
duce this safeguard against plural voting. 
But it thomrht a little further than the 
hon. Memb�r, that it may wel1 be that 
one or more unfortunate peopue may not 
have thumbs to stain. or if they have 
thumbs they may be iniured. and the 
staining of the fingers would be equally 

effective. In  a Bill which will shortly 
be introduced in this Council to amend 
the Representation of the Peoples Ordi­
nance, 1957. to make provision for elec­
tions to the new Legislative Assembly 
and to  adopt a number of proposals 
which have emerged from the experience 
of the I 957 elections, there will be pro­
vision for the staining of the fingers or 
thumbs of those who voted. The Gov­
ernment is already experimenting with 
indelible inks. and T may mention that 
if this ink Is put under the nail or quick 
it is very difficult to get off. The Gov­
ernment also believes that as a result 
of the rrovision for the indelible inking 
of fingers of those who have voted, a 
deterrent effect wil1 be produced which 
should go a long way to discourage 
people from attempting to vote more 
than once by illegal means. 

The procedure in the polling booth 
will be that a voter who asks for a voting 
paper will be asked to submit his fingers 
for examination by the presiding officer 
or the assistant presiding officer, and if 
it is seen that he has not got any indel­
ible ink on his fingers he will be given a 
ba11ot paper. On completing that ballot 
paper, and just before he places it into 
the ballot box, he must submit to havimr 
one of his firn1:crs or a thumh marked with 
indelible ink: whereupon he can then 
place his ballot paper into the ballot box. 
There is a]so provision that if the voter 
has no hands. or is unfortunately dis­
abled in 'such a way that he is unable to 
have any finger or thumbs stained, he 
will not be deprived of his right to cast 
his vote. 

If the hon. Member will agree to 
amend his Motion to provide that it 
should include fingers or thumbs the 
Government will be happy to go along 
with him and vote in favour of the 
Motion. I suggest that we should not 
limit the Motion to thumbs, but provide 
for the staining of fingers or thumbs. 

Mr. Burnham : T am prepared to 
accept the Amendment to insert the word 



1217 Proposed increase vj 

[MR. BURNHAM] 

27TH APRIL, 1961 Gt�iana Scholanhip 12 l X 

"fingers", but in ta.king advantage of my 
right to reply I must -

Mr. Sneaker: Does your seconder 
agree? 

Mr. Burnham : Yes. Sir. In ex­
ercising my right to reply I want to thank 
the hon. the Attorney-General for intro­
ducina that spark of humour which has 
really° enlivened the afternoon'� proceed­
ings which have been rather serious. We 
hear that the Government in its wisdom 
-- the Attorney-General always drops 
his prefixes --- had thought of this before 
2nd has other bright ideas. Far be it 
from me to throw back into his face the 
compliment of having a bright idea, but 
if the other bright idea had been sug­
gested six months ago it would have 
been better. If this bright Government 
in its wisdom had brought up this Motion 
for debate six months ago when it was 
tabled, f may have had an opportunity to 
give it my  bright idea, and it might have 
had time to have that bright idea 
executed. 

We hear about a Working Party for 
the elections. I have not heard of it 
before: this Council has not been in­
formed of it. It is so much like the 
Land's and Mines Working Party which 
does anything but work. How does this 
Government do its business? It sets up 
an Elections Working Party and informs 
no one.. It does not publicize anything 
but it gets the Attorney-Generat Sir 
Gallahad. to defend its omission by say­
ing that there is a Working Party. 

I am glad to sec that Government 
i') accepting this Motion. but I must say 
that it was tabled on the 21st of Decem­
ber and the Attorney-General ought to 
remember, or ought to  know. that the 
question of poll cards with photographs 
was discussed with at least two Official 
Members of the Government by a cer­
tain hon. Member who represents 

Georgetown Central (Mr. Burnham) 
more than six months ago, but of course 
that is unofficial. I thought the 
Attornev-General would have told u� 
why th;re has been this delay in draft­
ing the necessary kgislation. I thought 
that by now we would have had a Bil1 
to amend the Representation of the 
Peoples Ordinance before us. Tht.' 
Attorney-General always prefaces hi� 
remarks with the words "absolute non­
sense." I just want to hring to his 
attention this fact, that since he has re­
cognized th�tt there may be �Gmc pco,)k 
without thumbs. he has just brought to 
mv attention that there mav be some 
people without fingers. Therefore he 
had better make provision for such per­
sons when he is drafting the legislation, 
and I hope the drafting should take a 
shorter time than the drafting of legisla­
tion with respect to hire-purchase agree­
ments. 

The Attorney-General: I move 
that the ,vord "fin!!ers" be  substituted for 
the word "thumbs.,,' in the Motion. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Motion, as amended, put and 
carril?.d. 

PROPOSED INCREASE OF GlJIANA
SCHOLARSHIP 

Mr. Burnham : I beg to move: 

"Be it resolved: That this Council. 
re�ommends that the number of Guiana 
�_ch4;Jarships be increased from three to
:-.lX., 

For some years there was only one 
Guiana Scholarship awarded annually. 
and then that number was increased to 
two. and then to three. This Motion 
seeks to have that number increased to 
six immediatelv -- not in the future: 
not next vear. 'but immediatelv. If we 
.. iri: to m;k� a reality of fo<.k:.p1;.nd::nc-:. 
if we are to run our own affairs. if we 
are to build those new industries which 
so many of us talk about� if indeed w<' 
arc to ·make Guiana a better place. I 
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think it is conceded that we must get a 
larger number of trained persons. 
As I see it, the eventual aim should 
be to make availab'le to all who are 
capable of taking advantage of it, courses 
in higher education in the various fields 
in which we need experts or expertise. 

But. in the meantime. since this is a 
period of uncertainty. since we do not 
know what will happen shortly after 
August, let us, at least, try immediately 
to give effect to the principle which I 
hope we all accevt--that is, we must have 
more trained Guianese. Three Guiana 
�cholarships. at the moment, are totally 
inadequate. I know that in some 
quarters it is fellt that the num­
ber is adequate because the Guiana 
scholarship, unlike other awards, carries 
w!th it no obligation on the part of. the 
wtnner to return to Guiana. But it 
seems to me that we must not adopt that 
:1ttitude. 

I think I am quite right when I say 
that the majority of Guiana scholars 
have returned to Guiana, and I think I 
am right in saying that those who have 
not returned have not returned because, 
quite honestly, in their minds they did 
not see any opportunity for the use of 
their abilities and for their personal 
advancement. I should imagine, how­
ever, that in this time, this consideration 
will be of less force because now we are 
entering upon a new period and era. 
Many Guianese are prepared to return 
home, whether he is a Government 
scholar or has pursued his studies as a 
private student. But it is not those who 
have the means for going to institutions 
of higher foaming that I am concerned 
ahout. I am concerned about those 
who do not have the means and, there­
fore. do not have the opportunity to 
develop their faculties which they, · un­
doubtedly, have. 

Speaking from my own experience, 
t·.very year - I have experience of two 

years - there are at least between six 
to a dozen persons who are just as good 
and have a:s much potential as the 
Guiana scholar himself or herseH, but 
because of paucity of means, those per­
sons do not get the opportunity to go to 
a university, and Guiana itself loses 
thereby. I feel that the least we can do 
right now is to increase the number of 
scholarships immediately. 

I have been looking at the results of 
the Guiana Scholarships over the past 
three or four years and I find that, from 
my observation, apart from the scholar­
ship, those who are capable of taking 
courses have increased and now I ven­
ture to say that they are between a 
dozen and 20. I know it will be difficult 
for Government to get .,the number of 
20, immediately. That is why I have 
put forward the conservative figure of 
six. It should be a means of en­
couragement to those youths in second­
ary schools. and it should be a pointer 
to the time when we shall have free 
training and education at institutions of 
higher learning for al1 Guianese who 
have the ability and aptitude to take ad­
vantage of it. 

I particularly stress the Guiana 
Scholarship and not, generally, all 
scholarships for this reason, that I am 
one of those who do not believe that it 
is the right thing to send away a student 
scholar to do a course and tie him down 
with a bond or contract to return. I do 
11ot think that you get the best results. I 
have known such perrsons return. so to 
speak. under duress and merely out of 
fear that their guarantors would lose 
money to the extent which thev endorsed 
or guaranteed. 

·· 

1 feel that a Government like that 
\l1hich we should have in British Guiana 
should be able to find other incentives� 
should be able to encourage Guianese to 
return without compelling them to re­
turn. I know of individuals who have 
had to return and have left as soon as 
their periods had expired. I fee) it 
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;-;h-0uld be a matter of per,rna�ion rather 
than one of legal compulsion., That is 
why 1 scccifically referred to the Guiana 
S-cholar�hip. 

I understand that there is a school 
of thought which does not support the 
idea of scholarships; and there is also a 
school of thought that argues that the 
most that should be done is to lend 
money to individuals who have the 
ability :!nd aptitude so that they will 
come br,c:k and pay back the money lent 
10 them. Closer proximity to the 
grocery or salt goods shop I do not see. 
ft is de:picahlc that individuals in our 
community <;hould think that way today. 
rt is the Government's duty to  give 
higher education to those with abilitv to 
take advantar�e of it. This attitude of 
not giving � scholarships but lending 
money shccks me: and 1 hone that I shall 
nnt hear it here this afternoon. I beg 
to move the Motion ,tmding in my 
name. 

Mr. Jackson: 1 beg to second the 
Motion, 

The Minister of Community De• 
,v,�Joomcnt and Ed:H·nfion (Y...fr. Rni): 
M'r. ·speaker. the Motion moved by the 
hon. Gentleman is verv commendable in 
spirit in that he seek:,� tf, move a Motion 
to secure for this countrv a trreater 
number of trained personnel to·· meet 
the increa,inr! demand� uoon this 
c:meminrr territorv. But if thic;; Motion 
were,_ to� he examined, T would say that 
the cause he is advocating wiJl not be 
met by the accepta nee or adoption of 
this Motion. 

There are three Guiana Scholar­
ships, he savs. the number having been 
increased hv one during the life of this 
Government: hut \VOu]d the addition of 
three Guiana Scholarships meet the need 
for trained ner,nnnel in this country? 
The ansv ... ·er is: 'No. the mere addition of 
Lhrce more Guiana Scholarships per 
year would not meet the demand for 

more traind p�r',;onnel in British Gui­
ana.' 

Originally, as far as I am aware, 
scholarships were :·tarted in order to 
enable the inte'llectua1Iy bright but 
financially deserving students to embark 
on hii::hci· education - persons who did 
not have the means to afford hieher 
education. At the present time Govern­
ment. through its Loan Scheme, is en­
ablimr cwrv oerson in British Guiana. 
who ·h:i-; tt,;.: �ecc�sary qualification for 
cnterin?- into a university. to take ad­
vantage of such opportunity. Under the 
present c:cheme, students from Briti�h 
Gui-ana are studving at various universitv 
centres in ditfer�nt �oarts of the ,vnrkl 
in the United Kiru!dom, Canadn, the 
U.C.W.L India, Germany and. possibly.
at other centres of learning abroad.

The student. as I said, must have 
the necessary qualification which entitles 
htm for admission  to a university, and if 
it is proved that he is deserving of finan­
cial help. that student gets all the finan­
cial assistance needed to enable him to 
proceed with his higher education over­
,eas in order that he would be of service 
to himself after qualifying and returning 
to British Guiana and thus providing ad­
chtional trained personnel who are 
needed todav. In addition to that. this 
country sr,ends no less than $500,000 
annua1lv as its subvention to the 
U.C.W :1. to assist all students from
British Guiana, who attend the U.C.W.T ..
in the payment of the expenses of that
institution. Whether the students are
there on scholarships or on loan, the
Government assists all students at the
U.C.W.T. to the extent of $500.000 a
year. So it is not quite true to  say that
this Governmen1 is reanv treating
higher edltcation on a commercial basis.
Government is a��i(;ting all students to
the extent of no less than $500.000 in
order to secure a university education a1
the college in Jamaica.

My hon. Friend says: '\Vhy bin<l 
the students to return to  British Guiana?' 
A part from the fact that Trinidad and 

•
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Jamaica also bind their students, the 
reason for assisting the students by giv­
in2: this rnbvention to  the U.C.W.I. and 
hv· giving loans to them, is to secure 
more t�ained personnel for British 
Guiana. And it has been found, 
through experience, that binding is 
necessary in order to give th� students 
who do not have that good sense of re-
1,ponsibility, that urge with which to 
come back to British Guiana to serve 
their country and themselves. 

One of the reasons for giving 
·:;cholarships is to reward students who
have scholastic abilitv and to rmrk them
out as persons of distinction. There are
three scholarships which are ;)Warded
annuaHy to persons of such scholastic
ahilitv. Mv hon. Friend has teen one
.nf those: he\vas a winner of ,the Guiana
Scholarship. nnd I am snre he w0dd not
wnnt to cheapen this tvpe of scholarship
by increasing them to 30.

The hon. Member speaks of 12 to 
20 scholarships, but the students to 
whom thes:: schofarships should be 
awarded would not have had the same 
�cholastic ability as the first three stu­
dC'nts who would be a,varded such 
scholarships. There is not much more 
I would like to sny, but T would 2dd that 
the reason that prompted the hon. Mem­
ber for Georg-etown Centra1 to move thi-; 
Motion is to '"enable us to secure a lame� 
:1mount of trained personnel in thi.;; 
country. I wish to sav that more trained 
nersonnel can be provided for this coun­
trv under the present scheme. because 
any <student who ha� the scholastic abilitv 
to undemo training: at a Universi!y is 
being nsfrted by the Government and 
given everv opportunity to do so. 

Before J take mv seat T should like 
to say that O\'f'T the� past three or four 
years the �um 0f over $250,000 has been 
expended on nssisting students in st11dv­
ing overseas. -and the sum of $125,000 
has been voted this ,·e1r to assist such 
,, tudcnts. 

Mr. Burnltam (replying): Sir, l 
!-;nd myself agreeing with the Minister of 
Community Development and Educa­
t i0n when h,� says that three additional 
scholarships cannot meet the need for 
trained personnel. T was never so naive 
as t�) believe or think otherwise. I was 
m(:rcly sugg0sting an increase from 3 
to 6 to \!.ive ,rn indication to the rmhh�-_ 
especially those young men and women 
from secondc1rv schools, of the direction 
iri which the Government of the country 
was moving and its attitude towards edu­
cation. 

Th;-; sort nf h,1ck-h'1 Pde<i comnli 
ment about my being: a Gui2na Scholar 
is totally irrelevant. As a Guiana 
Scholar. l can �rnv thDt in the m�) i 11ri1s of 
cases the winning of the Guiana Schohr­
ship is a qu�stion of lnck with the papers 
or the subjects which one takes. Mv 
informGtion is that the number is mt:ch 
larger than three. Even if we want to 
perpetuate this snobberv about three 
Guiana Scholarships bein� exclusive and 
things which are awarded for outstand­
ing academic ability or to distinguish a 
scholar: even if we want to keen thi, 

\mobbery, the met is that every year you 
have more than 3 persons of out­
�tanding academic ability who will not 
get a scholarshin because the nHmher is 
insufficient and,' therefore, I cannot see 
th8.t an increase in the number will 
che�pen the scholarshil)S. 

The Minister of Community ne­
vc:l cpment and Education asks whether 
T would like to know that the Guiana 
Schohmhir.;; are easier to get? I would 
%y. yes. Mv idea is not to have a stu­
dent going 'around saying that he is a 
G1rir111� Schofar_ Mv iriP8 j-; to fliv," 
everyone. who has the· ability, an oppor­
tunity of having the 1ldvantage of being 
trained at :1n institution of higher educn­
tion. I have ?.�ready mentioned in mv 
opening rem£lrks that this should be onlv 
the beginning of things, and by next yea·r 
we should sec a proper olan whereby 
there will be no question . of winning a

1224
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Ciuiana Scholar�hio: it will be a question 
of those who have the ability b.:;ing given 
an opportunity not by way of Joan> or a 
loan cum a contract to retnm and serve 
in thii.;; country for a period. 

I am a little surprised to hear the 
�vlinister of Community Devefopment 
and Educntion saying that students have 
to be bound to return by con tract be­
cause it has been found that they do not 
h�ive a f�l sense of responsibility. I 
think the shoe is on the other foot. Has 
Government shown its sense of respon­
sibility to the students'! Has Govern­
ment given the student�,; an opportunity 
of moving on? I know. for instance. 
that there are students who return here 
·-1.·ho are under no ohligation to return.
They were told by a previous Chief
Seaetary that there was room for them

--- I think he is now in Sarawak. J 
have known of Guianese who are. quali­
fie<l retuming here and approaching the 
Min ister who ciaims his inability to do 
anything to assist them. rn,e fault is not 
with the studeuts. It is very rare that 
you will find any Guianese who would 
prefer to stay out. That is not the 
general pattern ·---- the general pattern. is 
that they want to return home and work. 

in the first place, Government gives 
very little or no advice as to the type of 
courses Guianese nrny take. In the 
second p1ace, Government takes little or 
no hand in finding them jobs, posts or 
po,�itions when they return qualified. 
This policy of giving students loans to 
.. 'nable th1.:m !o qual.ify abroad is a vul-
garising bf education --- a pattern simi­
lar to a poor man's shop or :my other 
business. Why talk about the $125,000 
in Joans') Government is no better than 

the average businessman who wants for 
his money a contract cum interest and 
f?roof that the student will return. 

To refer to Trinidad's binding per­
sons to whom they lend money to go and 
study is to say nothing. Even if this 
vuluar sv�h:m oht:i ins 1n Trinidad. J win 
-still ·be opposed to it. There is no auto-
matic persuasion that comes to me be­
cause that is done in Trinidad. The 
Minister of Community Development 
and Educ:.ttion talks of Trin�dad binding 
students to return. hut he does not tell 
u::; that 1hc statistics of the U.C.W.I. 
show that the average scholarships per

:apita in Trinidad is higher than that of 
British Guinna. I l\1 L Ram Karran: .. Th .. ·v 
have 111'.l!T money th:rn Bri:.iH1 Gui­
:.rna". ! Till' ,\.fo1i-;ter or ··Humour" ali(lS 

Mini<-:tcr of Communic,tlions and \Vorks 
sav..; that thcv have moro: money. 
but he dot.:s not - tell us that Barbados h·as 
a higher number per capita than British 
Guiana. rt would he interesting to hear 
the Minister say that British Guiana is 

not on Pill" with HarbJdos. [Mr. Rai: 
''Yon are introducing new mattc:r."I 

The Minister of Communjty Devel­
opment and Education. and would-he 
Speaker� is t21king about introducing new 
matter. I am reolving to his observa­
tion that in Trinid;d st�denl-; are bound, 
and 1 am saying that there are other 
morals that can be drawn from what is 
done in Trinidad. But if this Govern­
ment does not want to increase the num­
i11_'. r or Guiana Scholarship:; there j<; 
nothing [ can do about it. 

If the Gui.ma Scholarship. accord­
ing to the Minister. is to have some 
special value or distinction. who i� the 
Minister to take that point of view? J 
am in the best position to say if any­
tl1ing is wrong about this so-c.alJed 
cheapening of the Scholamiip. 

[MR.BURNHAM
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Question put, the Council divided 
and voted as follows: 

For Against 
Mr. Bowman Mr. Hubbard 
Mr. Davis Mr. Ajo<lha Singh 
tfr. Tello Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Jackson Mr. Rai 
Mr. Burnham Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr. Kendall - 6. Mrs. Jagan 

Mr. Benn 
Dr. Jagan 
The Financial Secretary 
The Attorney-General 
The Chief Secretary - 11 

Mr. Speaker: The Motion is lost. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Chief Secretary: Sir, I beg to 
move that we adjourn to a date to be 
fued. 

,,.. 

Mr. Speaker: This Council now 
adjourned to a date to be fixed. 

Council adjourned accordingly, at 
5 p.m. 
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