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(I)ememm River). ‘
 The Hon. D. P, i)ﬁbidin

, (East-
ern L‘sememz ay. :

The ch J. F&rnandas ((}ecrge-
mwn Centrai}

The Hon. Dr C. Jagan (Central
Demerara).
. The H(m. A, T. Peters (WeStém:
Berbiee) K : ~
, The Hon. J. Czu'ter (Georgetown
South) . : &

'i’he Hon. R. B. Gagra; aNami-'

nated).

The Hon. D. C. J Bshb (Nomi-
nated ;.

The Clerk read pifayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday the 27th
June, 1951, as printed and cireulated,
were taken as read and confirmed.

 ParEr Laip

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid
on the table the following docu~
ment - ‘

Schedule of  Applications for Gratuities
from Dependents of deceased teaehers,

Priceg or Coconurs anNp Crupg OIL.

Mr. DEBIDIN: 1 desire to move
the suspension of the relevant Stand-
ing Rule and Order so as to enable
me to proceed with a meotion which
is to be found in the minutes of the
last raeeting  and which should have
been meved by me on Wednesday last,
for the removal for a short period of
the  controlled prmes of crude ml

Mr. ROTH: To a point of orﬁe £




this motion two days ago but it was
not  proceeded  with.  Therefore, he
‘cannot move it again for at least six
nionths,

 The PRESIDENT: I am afraid
that in accordance with the Standing
Rules and Orders a motion for the
‘suspension of these Standing Rules and
Ovrders may be moved at any time. I
would suggest, however, that we finish
the debate on this motion relating to
the Rice Marketing Board, rather than

with coconuts and edible oil. When we
are finished, then the hon, Member may
sove for the suspension of the Stand-
ing Rules and Orders and, if that is
agreed to, then we can proceed with
the motion on coconuts,

Mr. DERIDIN: 1f this motion
velating to the Rice Marketing Board
lasts for the whole of ftoday we would
have to come back next week. I ven-
ture to state that the situation velat-
_ing to edible oil is so pressing that
the postponement of the motion will
have serions repercussions in so far
as - consumers on the East Coast are
concerned. 1 do appeal to you, sir, to
allow this Council to say - whether it
 will take my motion mnow. It will
hardly affect  the motion relating  to
the Rice Marketing Board, because
even if that is accepted it cannot be
implemented within less than a year
or so. This edible oil situation, I
repeat, is 4 very urgent one. I have a
fetter in iy possession from Mahaicony
where  the situation . is regarded
as being  very. serious indeed. The
hon, Member for Central Demerara
asked that the motion be taken as
early as possible, but I have not heard
anything about that.
would have been on the Order Paper
{oday and, T think, 1 am entitled to
move for the suspension of the rele-
vant Standing Rule and Order so that
it can be taken today.

The PRESIDENT: I think it is
‘a matter for the Council, but I am
afraid the hon, Member's motion for
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punning the risk of confusing our minds

1 thought it -

the suspension of the relevant Stand-
ing Rule and Order has mnot been
geconded,  We will, therefore, proceed
with the Order of the Day.

SETrLErs AT HAacUE BACK LANDS,

Dr. JAGAN: . Before the Order
of the Day iz proceeded with, I crave
vour indulgence, sir, to bring fo the
attention of thig Ceuncil a matter of
«rave importance, and that is the B~
aation relating to the settlers at Hague
back lands, West Const, Demerara. For
a long peried of time the people there
have been prevented - from bullding
new dwelling houses, or even carrvying
out repairs to the old ones.

The  PRESIDENT : Is this .a
matter of grave wrgency 7 I think
that if the hon. Member wishes fo
bring something of that nature before
the Coungil he should do so in the
form of a motion.

Dr JAGAN: I do not wish to
introduce a motion. What I want to
point out is that for many years now

the people, 1 have referred to, have
building . new
houses or from making ‘extensions to

been prevented from

It seems to me
take  this

old ones in that aresa.
that  Government should

matter in hand quickly, so that some-

thing might be done to relieve the
situation. Jt is understood that the
ban against forther  building  was
imposed with the approval of the Cen-
tral Board of Heaith which felt that
the area -was insanitary. 1t was sug-
gested some years ago that the settlers
should be removed, but after the mat-
ter was dealt with by the various
authorities concerned it was decided in
Finance Committee that the proposal
to remove them to the front lands be
not accepted. Since then, no permis-

sion has been granted fo these settlers:
either to erect new houses or to extend
It is a matter of over four

old ones,
or five years that this was being done,
and [ would urge upon Government
to take the situation in hand with a
view to improving it o

e
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REPEAL 0F RICE MARKETING BOARD
" QRBIN%NC‘E

Qounmi :estzmeﬂ Eha d&bate on the

io&iowmg - metion table& by Mr.
Debldlfh»w -
f‘WﬁEREAS g‘the’ 1 ~Qimiust’r,? in-

‘British- Guiana is one he largest in=

(iustries and - offers greatest scope for .
expension and absorptmn of the Cclfmys <

steadily " increasing popu}atzm, o

AND WHERFAS %he RI” arketing
Board functioning under th ice Mar~
- keting Ordinance, 1946, has been con-
i;tmﬂmg the price of pa&dy as well as
~is the sole maxketmg organisation - for

the export -of ricer

ANB WHEREAE. the present price of

paddy is  uneconomic for the majority

of rice farmers,

'AND W’HERE&
n . and  other
it the price of
T hag of

cost of produc-
mstances  demand
‘be not less than
‘1‘4& - pounds; .

~ ‘W’HERF«AS the ability to ‘pay

g “price for paddy would
the Board securing imme-
for the unexpired period of the
~ contracts between the 'Board © and = the

the  minimum  world  market

' -Calﬁmes,

i ANLD WHEREA& the follawmg motion
was carried in the Legislative Council
a;: the 24th of November, 1950, “that
. this
Government  that they  request
British Guiana Rice Marketing  Board
to :agpraaeh the Governments t
sbean  Colonies  concerned

it on a level with prevaxhhg average
W market prmes _of eqguivalent

[ Mﬂ %mms t:he Rice M&rketmg
- Board took no action on tlns Resolu-
ton:

ent to the Board and to the _contracting
Colonies that devaluation of sterling and
various rvening

causes,

; ade b
this Colony and the Caribbean Col

ng Colonies in the West Indies

far the rice exported ta these

curable Couneil recommend to
the

the export trade in rice in the years
brmg :

the f}tb@

AND WHEREAS it should be appir-

could not bave been con
timie the contracts were

coneerned for the supply of rice a
© priges fixed thereunder, would  m
 proper  to reptxéiate, vary or r
the said ﬁ‘mtrac s in so far as the sel

ing prices are coneerned, and the Boar
‘ought in all the c:zrcvnmtances to hav

o taken steps to secure payment imme
Cdiately of at least the minimum world
‘Ymarket prmeg by the Cantractmg C‘oia

: AND WEEREAS tha functmnmg o
the Board is fo be regarded ae kem«g
hiphly ﬁansfacwry and immzcai 1o the
interest of rice producers in the Colo

AND WHERFAS the Rice Markatmgf

Ordinance, = 1946, is not in the best
interest and agpiration of Rme Pmﬁucem .
and the industry;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RI@GLVEB
that  this - Haneumble Council  recom-~
mend the repeal of the Riece Marketing
Ordinance, 1946, and all amendments
thereto, and the abolition of the Rice
Marketing. - Board, uport the establish-
ment of a co-operative organisation for
the ‘rice industry as referred to here«
under;

- AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEB
that this Honourable Council mcemnemi
to Government that it should take imme-
diate steps o organise and  place the
mdustry on ‘a truly co-operative basis
in the divect interest of the Rma Pro~
ducers of the Colony”

The PRESIDENT: The hcmf the |
Sixth Nominated Member ( Mr, G&jr&}}' ‘

was - speaking - “when the C%mil
adjourned, ‘
Mr. G&JRAJ When th'

adjourned last Wednesday 'aftemmm,
Lwas tracing the chaotic condition of

prior to World War 1. I endeavoured
to show that on account of that situa-
tion there was no security for the pro-
ducers as regards stability of prices
and gumant% of export markets. On
and the Island E:myem felt
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things—not bad organization or poor
organization, but no organization at
all. The opinion of those who had a
great deal to do with it was border-
ing, more or less, on utter disintegra-
tion, It is from that point, sir, that
endeavours were made to organize the
industry. Tt was organized, naturally,
for the benefit of those who were
engaged in the production of rice
rather than for those engaged in the
production of padi, and the selling and
distribution of it.

1 think that then, as now, the
primary object in endeavouring to
organize this peasant industry should
be to proteet the producer. Of course,
it was a very big task to engage the
attention of those people who were nol

permanently connected with the in-
dustry. There were lawyers and

businessmen and others, and all of them
put their heads together to find out
how the organization could  be
achieved, The idea was to try and
organize all the parties concerned, but
on acecocunt of +the various factors
involved it was diffieult to propound
a scheme satisfactory to all, so it was
considered that it should be done in
stages. The first stage was the
growing of the vice; then endeavours
were made to eliminate the cut-throat
competition among a certain clasg of
exporters  which vesulted in  poor
returng to the producers, Later on
we came t¢ the question of stabilising
the export market, and that is where
the idea of the single-seller came into
being. I have heard persons all
around say that it would be good for
the producers and the industry as a
whole if we were to have this single-
selling organization.

Although the Rice Marketing Board
has been subjected to  very violent
criticism both in and out of this Coun-
¢il, we have heard hon. Members say
here that as a marketing organization
it has done its job very well indeed.
There tnight be nothing wreng offi-
cially with the Board, but gomething

might be wrong  with the individuals
who comprise the executive that. has
to look after its important affairs.
1f there is anvthing wrong it wonld
be only natural, because the Board is
comprised of human beings and it is
human to err. We have had the hon.
Member for Georgetown Central, who
is the Chairman of the Board, admit-
ting that ervors have been made, but
we must  benefit from those ervors
and do not destroy the edifice that
has been built in order to satisfy the
feelings of a few. If there iz any-
thing wrong with the administration
or the provisions of the Board, we
should have it remedied so that it
might reach a stage which would be
nearer perfection,

I will not delay this Counecil today
by referring to what the Board has
accomplished  for the benefit of the
producer, the miller and the consumer.
I think we are all satisfied that it
has done some good, but I think the
producers have been and will continue
to be far from  satisfied because of
that one important guestion—ithe ques-
tion of prices for their produce. That
is my humble opinion, and I think bon.
Members will agree that if the prices
were such as to satisfy the producers
they would have had greater faith in the
Board. That is where, 1 think we
have got to profit from what has hap-
pened in the past. The representa-
tives of the Board, who weni to the
West Indies rvecently to negotidte a

Jong-term contract for the sale of the

exportable surplus of British Guiana
rice, went with the blessings of the
producer. They want to have some
measure of security, so that whatever
they produce within a period of time
will be sold, '

T am sure that no Member of this
Council will insinuate that he will be
happy to engage himself in produc-
tion in any branch of agricultire in
this Colony if he has to sell his ‘pro-
duce af a price which, in his opinion,
was definitely lower than what he
should get. In other words, it was




33&5’

felt by the me\mbers of the delegatmn
as well s the members of the Rice
Marketing Board and the members of
‘the Rice Produeers’ Association subx
sequently, that they had done a very
good job for the Colony.” But, changed

“conditions and present world priceg

‘have 80 altered the complexion of
things, that prices which then appeared
to be satisfactory are now very unsat-
isfactory. 1 know that hon. Members

_are bound to be sympathetic with the

W

rice farmers for they know that the

world price of rice today is much

eater than what they are getting.
ig xmt: that the Rice
?d would not lke the farmers to
wore, but the Board
in _by the legal mntract

devalapment% were not foreseen when

the contract was entered into and that
lony should have abrogated the
conitraet, I, as a member of the com-

1 cammumty and someone with

this ©

n the country, would be the
erson to say that such a contract
snﬂuid have been abrogated. What-
ever: people in other parts of the world
“would do, T would be the last to say
that we should engage in what 1 would
all commercial immorality. The claim
th ~~’r'xeé pmdaeer for more money
is  understandable,
as to buy the goods
e 1mp&rted into the Colony

meﬂeffeet“up&n his cost of
But it is not his fault.
h‘ man being he has the right to grum-
ble and to say that he should et ‘more
,forf his produce, but I believe that the
rice producer himself would be the last
to say that he would like to see this
r:t,e marketing structure, which hasg
been built up by so much effort and so
muc}y industry, completely removed by
i:he; ,sitf{}ke of a pen.

‘ The second part of the resolution
deals  with a proposal to Government

that the rice mdustxy shauki be organ-.

Mottmz,mfib&?xz;mm oj‘ }4, i LMZV?} C{}”ﬁmﬂg

_resolution in the motion I could

Marketing

arket prices and that must

As a
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ized on a truly coﬂoperatlve basis  as
soon as possible. If that were the only
see
some - measure of accepmnce by this
Council, but to say that in organizing
the industry on a co-operative basis the
Rice M*wketmg Board should  be
abolished is, I think, a suggestion which
the people of the country will  never
agree to. As a commercial man 1 say
that what we need is not to destroy :
what must always remain as the pivot
of the relations between the producer
and the consumer, but to build and
widen the base of the triangle, with

the Rice Marketing Board sitting at its
iapex,
is hemmed ‘

I suggested on  Wednesday %}mt
thfare should be producey co-operatives

Whilst there has been a sugges- f all over this Colony, and I am sure that

~tion in this Council that International

armng out of this debate Government

'Wﬂ} see the wisdom of duectmg the Co-

onerative Department to take a greater

 interest in urging the rice farmers and
~the rice millers in the ricesproducing

areas to get together and form producer
co-operatives whereby they could pool
their resources, buy machinery for the
‘purpose of eu]hvatmg ‘their land, thus
enlarging the area of cultivation, in-
creasing the quantity produced, and
earning . for - themselves and . for
the Colony a greater degree of material
prosperity. Of course T am not one who
would suggest that it could be done

~overnight, because I 'know it must take

time, but it would give to the vice farm.
er an earnest of Government’s intention
not merely  to let the vice industry
wmam centred in the Rice Marketing

Board but to vrernize all the various
groups into units which would be bene-
ficial to the individuals themselves, to
the industry and to this Colony.

1 believe 1 am right in saying that
at Bush Lot, on the West Coast of Ber-
bice, there is a producer co-operative
which has done extremely good “‘work.
There the farmers have got tovether,
and with the assistance of the Co- -oper-
ative Departmmt they have purchased
machinery, T em told that in two vears
they hm’e been able to meet two instal-
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ments on the machinery, and they have
been able to make a profit equivalent to
the mmta} é}mgma}iy put into the work,
After paymg off the rest of the instal-

2 machinery with the
propose to endeavour
to brmg’ a miller or two into the co-
operative, so that they would be able to
work from the padi field righi up to
the factory, send all their rice to the
Rice Marketing Board, and gain for
themselves every single penny which is
to be gained from such a co-operative
yenture, If that has proved to be a
suecess it seems to me that we can
expect suiccess from similar ventures
all over this. country.
ber for Georgetown Central (Mr. Fer-
nandes) referrved to a co-operative 1
in the island of Wakenaam. I ]
to know the persons who fo
co-operative, and knowing t
do T am-not at all surprised t
venture “was a failure. If peo
out with honest intention to work
together and produce more “{:héy

bound to achieve success in Whatexmr

venture they undertake.

1 have stressed that we cannot get
rid of the Rice Marketing Board be-
cause it is an essential part of whatever
co-operative structure we may build up
for the rice industry, We have heard in
this Council the desive expressed that

the producer should have full control of
" the Rice Marketing Board, so that he
‘who has worked hard and toiled long
to produce rice should have the full and
final say in the sale, disposal and the
fixing of prices, but it must be remem-
bered that if we are to continue to keep
the Rice Marketing Board, as I hope we
will, and we build up the broad base of
a mmiuﬁer co-operative upon which the
Board will rest, then it will réemain and
continue to be the monopoly of which
the Financial Secretary and Treasurer
spoke when introducing the Rice Mar-
keting Bill, and from whose speech the
hon. Member quoted at length.

I say that the producers cannot
have full control of price-fixing, because

in such a monopoly run by human be-

29H JUNE, 1951,

The hon. Mem-

 think it is quite patent that I am
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ings, what would happen? They would
say “Well, we have been robbed of the
fruits of our labour for so many years,
here we have a chance to get cur own
back.” Our export trade would be ruined
by the fixing of very high prices, and
the people of the Colony, who are entitled
to. get their staple food atl .the Jowest
possible price, would find themselves
squeezed. While the producer must have
his full say in any marketing organiza-
tion we must not forget the other inter-
ests in the rice industry—the consumer
and Government, which of course guar-
antees the whole thing and must be
represented. With the establishment of
a producer co-operative there would be
more rice producers on the Board, and
they canpot be given complete control.
Ve must remember the consumer’s

therest and put people on the Board fto
~ f\ee that the consumer is

given a fair

Frowm the remarks I have mad

in favouy of this G m@r'}mem d
utmost to encourage the ¢o-o
aystem amongst the produ
but T am totally against the
tion of the motion
abolition of the Rici ‘M&rketmg B
As the motion stands 1 am in a ra
difficult position, vhile T am
favour of a prod o-operative
cannot agree to t ition.
Board. I yield to
to see the rice in
matter any industy
be of greater bene
in it, because I £
eress of this country gmz
tion is absolutely necessar
wherever 1 can, by an exp:
my views, assist in gefting m
produced, more sugar, more ba
more of anvthing in this Colony I ,
that T ewe that duty to my country.

Dr. BINGH: We are debating a
very lengthy motion which, stripped of
its padding, raises three yuestions--
that the ;}wcmctwﬁ of padi and rice is
uneconomic, that ‘the rice Marketing

PBoard iz unsatisfactory and should be
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abolished, and that steps should be taken
to establish a co-operative organization.
I agree that the production of padi is
uneconomic to the farmer in view of the
cost of labour, bags, twine and the gen-
eral high cost of living. On the question
of the Rice Marketing Board being
unsatisfactory I would say that before
the Board came into existence meetings
were held all over the Colony with
farmers, landlords and millers, at which
the estdblishment of a single-selling
organization was advocated.

Some hon. Members will recall the
meeting which was held in the Assembly
Rooms, which was destroyed by the
great fire in 1945, to which producers,
landlords and millers were invited.
The then Governor, Sir Gordon Let-
hem, presided, and among those
present were the Colonial Treasurer.

I will not detain the Council by
going into what transpired at that
meeting, except to say that there

was a definite leaning towards the intro-
duction of a single-seller, and that as a
result the Rice Marketing Ordinance
came into force. Of course it had a very
stormy passage through this Council,
but the rice growers tell me that it has
given them security. They say that in
the past they had to wait for months
before they got their money, which
was paid piecemeal, but since the
establishment of the Board they
receive their cheques promptly. They
are only hoping that Government will
go a step further and see whether it
could establish a co-operative organi-
zation to fit into the Rice Marketing
Board.

Many things have been said about
the Rice Marketing Board and about
exploitation, but who were the people
exploiting the poor rice growers all
these years? It was their own people.
When the parents of the present East
Indian population came to this Colony
some of them were fortunate in getting
into certain positions, and in those posi-
tions they' had no mercy upon their
lower brethren. They were the people
who exploited them, so much so that the

hon. Member for Western Berbice (Mr.
Peters), the hon. Member for Essequibo
River (Mr. Lee) and I approached Sir
Gordon Lethem with a view to the intro-
duction of legislation to prevent tenants
being ejected from farm lands. The re-
sult of that legislation is that today
there is some security of tenure for
farmers.

The question has been asked: why
should the rice industry be run by Gov-
ernment? It is only comparatively
recently that Government took control
of the industry. Those who control
the industry before made a mess of
the whole affair. They sent samples of
rice away, quoting certain prices, but
when the rice was received it was found
that the quality was not up to the stan-
dard of the samples. That very nearly
lost us the West Indian market when
Burma rice came on the scene. I was a
member of the Rice Marketing Board
for four or five years but I had to give
it up because I could not work day and
night. I left for India in 1938 when I
was pleased to see that the industry
was on a better footing.

I would like to see some arrange-
ment by means of which the Rice Mar-
keting Board can be fitted into a co-
operative organization. I am in sym-
pathy with the suggestion in the motion
that the rice producers should get more
for their padi and rice, and that the
Rice Marketing Board should be merged
into a ce-operative organization,

Mr. BOBB: In rising to speak on
this motion I am fully conscious of the
fact that I am not a primary producer,
but I think my greatest qualification to
speak is the fact that I have been in
intimate touch with all categories of
workers in the rice industry for the
past six vears. Perhaps there is one
category about which I would plead
some measure of ignorance, and to that
I will refer in the course of my
remarks. But so far as the primary pro-
ducer is concerned—the work done in
the fields, the work done in the millg,
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and the reactions of the people of the
community in favour of or against tha
rice industry, T think I am in the happy
position, resident as I am in that par-
tieular district, to be able to reflect a
balanced opinion,

I would like to congratulate the
hon. Mover of the motion who has high-
lighted at the moment a very interesi-
ing subject, for it is definitely advan-
tageous to this Council, as well as tothe
community in general, to have the situ-
abion in the rice industry reviewed at
the present time, for there are certain
definite indications which make such 4
veview necessary. In the first place we
2l know of the early expiration of
the contract, with those who are buyving
our rice. Then there is the obvious
necessity . to stabilise the industry
which has every promise of hecoming
prosperous and accelerating the pros-
perity of this country. At the same
time there is danger of effort being
stifled because of the uneconomic Wway
in which the primary producer has to
do hig share in the whole business. «In
view of those facts T regard it as very
fortunate that this motion should come
up, because it will clear the ailr in many
respects, ‘

1 do not think it is necessary for
me to enlarge upon what has been so
ably said by the hon. Member on my
vight (Mr. Gajrajy and the hon. Mem
ber for Georgetown Central (Mr. Fer-
nandes) who, in a very lucid and able
defence, justified the existence of the
Rice Marketing Board and pleaded
leniency for its failures and defects. But
1 do want to reflect the opinion of the
people in a rice-producing area, that
" they are satisfied with the Rice Market-
ing Board.

A moment ago [ suggested that
there was one category about which 1
could not speak very competently. T was
referring to the Rice Marketing Board
ag the seller in the whole set-up. T am
not yet in a position personally to

assess the complete value of the Ries

Marketing Board over the years, nor

am 1 able to get an over-all = pieture
so-as to be able to satisfy myself that
the Rice Marketing Board has failed
or succeeded in certain places, but so
far as reflecting the opinions of those

most concerned with the industry, [

have no hesitation in saying that the
Rice Marketing Board has been a
saviour to them. Only last night I was
in the fortunate position of having
around me a number of producers, and
1 asked them to permit me. to put
questions to them and take a rather
extreme view for the sake of provoking
discussion, and I was very happy to
come to the conclusion at the end of
that talk, which lasted for about two
hours, that their complaint was that
they were not getting enough for thelr
padi in the light of prices of other
commodities which they must obtain.
That point has been emphasized in
this Council, and I think it is a poini
which must not be overlooked. 1 am

not a primary producer but I have
been so close to them that 1 know
where the shoe pinches. I know that

there is a great deal of hardship
on those people who have been putting
in hard work te support the industry,
and T would very much like to gee the
day come when they would be able to
enjoy the fruits of their lakour and be
able to match their expenses with 2
decent income from their labours.

That does not say that, with the
export price Improving, the whole
question for them iz ended. They want
to know this: If the export price is
to be pushed up and they have the
satisfaction of getting better returns,
how would the policy which would
determine that reflect upon the local
econsumption?  They -are very chary
about the loeal consumer having to
pay very much more for rice than he
is paying at present. To illustrate that
point 1 may say that when I was
leaving Mahaica today a man hailed
me and said: “One thing you must ve

#
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han we are paying for rice . we
o eat. So let the price stay just
it is. We have to pay high prices
tor other things.” I would like this
Council to see this matter in the large,
because  the people most intimately
' ed are looking at the whole
ittern  and not  just at  the
a single commodity with which
ost to do,

seems very desirable

» function. Speaking on the
strength of what the Chairman of the
~Board and the hon. Member on my

right (M. Gajraj) have said, I pelieve

that there are certain aspects in which
it is desirable that improvements he
made in the functions of the Rice
Marketing  Board, T place  great
value on  the  suggestion
by the "'hm;g_ Member  for

town Central that a Committee should
be appointed to look into that matter
as well as the setting up of co-opera~
tives. T would like to go a step fur-

aving been up to this time

su ~_reputable organization—or

~ par this great organization, should
itsel its house in order. I think
t € competence and integrity of

the members of the Board and the
brestige which they have been able to
; ; care a suffi-
«clent guarantee that they would  be
-able to put their own house in order.
It seems to me very undesirable to

give to the rice industry

- ask a Committee to check up on that
Board when there are Members of this

Council serving on it, as well as other

persons whom Government has thought

it fzt and pmp‘er, toapgé;m@ thereon,

more satisfactory lines. If that is true,

as it ought to be, and if the Board is
~capable of putting its own house in

order, as I have suggested, then the
question of its aboliti is out of
reason altogether. 1 should also like to

~ say a word on the question of stimu-
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abouat, sir. We cannot pay any

larketing Board should

made
George-

d say that the Rice Marketing

lating co-operatives. I for one reflect
the opinion of the producer in my area
and although that might appear par-
ochial, it is typical of the place where

co-operatives are already functioning

when I say that the concessions already

granted by the Rice Marketing Board

in the use of a bond have been most

acceptable, and 1 venture to hope that

the next move would be for the Board
to purchase for, or loan or rent cheap-
Iy to these people, a tractor followed
by the setting up of a small mill. 1
suspect that they are sending a request
shortly to the Board so that in time

they will be able to mill their own

grain,

One of the great problems in the
industry has always been the question
of easing the tension between the padi
growers and the rice millers, and the
steps to which 1 have referred are

_intended to bring within the control .

of the producers some measure of the
milling problem. T know that the idea

of co-operatives is being worked upon.

I 'do not know whether it would suc-

~ceed, but T know it is being worked G
upon and that for a long number of
years they had been trying to build i

up . something © which  would  work
smoothly  until one of  the leaders

thought he was too clever ‘for the rest,
'so  that the whole thing collapsed.
Therefore, the idea of stimulating co~
- Operatives throughout this industry is

a very worthy one. I share the idea

of those who have said that the co-

operatives must go slowly and cau-
tiously. People must not be railroaded
into co=operatives:

reason why T want to add a wider to

what one hon. Member has said about
Government doing something in this
, o o respect. L
There is no question about the Rt ; Lot
desire for the Board to proceed along =~ 1 am not a believer in aid alto-
o ' », gether. I think that co-operatives, in
order to be successful and far-reach-
ing, have to spring from the people.
Let Government “godfather” them, if
I may say so, Let them do what they can

to plan and find the money to carry

out the initial ~work themselves, then
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; they must comein
on their own momentum. That is the
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Motion—Abolition of
T can see the future of these co-opér-
atives being as desirable as we would
like them to become. On the whole, a
co-operative, as 1-see it, is a most de-
sirable set-up, and something from
which the producer will benefit
wholeheartedly, but it is a very long
and orderly - undertaking. While that
is being done I cannot see how the Rice
Marketing Board can be permitted to
slacken its efforts. It should certainly
be permitted to revise its plans and
designs, but I cannot see how if can
be asked to slacken its efforts, still
less to give way to co-operatives
whieh must be very very stable before
they can become successful.

1t iz known that there ig a great

deal to be done in order to make the
pice industry stable and satisfactory
for all concerned, and T think that this
honourable Council iz open to every
suggestion and is willing to deal with
the issues that may arise from time
t6 time. The next thing then 1 want
to say is that T am in sympathy with
the intention behind the motion, which
_ intention T do not think is expressed
in the wording thereof. The intention
is to get this Government to review
the. situation and  to look - after the
development of co-operatives, which was
_provided for in legislation made since
1946, and which was embarked upon,

_ag pointed out by the hon. Member

for Eastern Demerara, by the produc-
ers. 1do support very very strongly the
suggestion that steps be taken to en-
courage producers and millers as well
a8 other categories of workers in the
industry to co-operate, but I really
cannot give my support to any suggest-
n for the abolition of the Rice Market-
ing Board.

within which to roam. We have seen a
new angle, a new thought and new ideas
Bbrought to bear in this Couneil on an
jaste to which some of us have become
inured to treat as a hardy annual, 1
would like to take this opportunity—

My WIGHT: In a world teeming
with halred and cynical with distrost,
the iconoclast finds a fertile field to
purrow and a large expanse of area

 denied them
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and I feel sure every hon. Member of
this Council will agree with me—to
say that the speeches of the two new
Members  of this Council have been
most logical and have brought to light
a pew view—if 1 may put it that way
——in thig matter in which attention is
focussed on the Rice Marketing Board.
There is much that has been said by
the “hon. Nominated Member, Mr
Gajraj, and the hon. Nominated Mem-
her, Mr. Bobb, with which we are all
in agreement, and T prefer not to in-
dulge in any unnecessary reiteration
or undue repetition of those points

1 think that even those Members
who had in their minde the destruction
of the Rice Marketing Board now have
4 feeling that it must vemain. I take
it also that the feeling of the Council
ig that it is in sympathy with the co-
operative movement and that it should
be developed among the producers them-
selves who, after all, represent the basiz
of the structure known as the Rice
Marketing Board.  The term “pro-
ducer” is defined legally in  the Rice

Marketing Ordinance, and in my con-
stituency as well as in several other

districts in the Colony he is the strongest
supporter of the Rice Marketing Board,
for the reasons ably set forth by the
hon. Nominated Member, My, Gajraj,
who has traced the history of the rice
industry in this Colony as concisely and
lucidly as is possible. Let us admit
that the question of prices is the key-

note upon which the whole of the ine

dustry as well as the debate hinges.
In the past the majority of producers
have considered the prices paid  for
their  rice to be insufficient, for very
many reasons. They have seen profits
wrough  mistakes or,
perhaps, through shortsightedness
no blame should be attached.

The industry, perhaps, has not de-
rived ag much profit as it shouid have
done in view of certain eircums
therefore a large number ¢
failed to obtain as much a

s

S e
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have obtained for their produce. That
is a logical outcome, but it is not fair
to the producer. Even in the case of
the ordinary wage earner, his cost of
living has gone up, the expenditure
on his household, his working materials
and his tools having increased out of
all proportion to his wages. That is
a point which can be stressed, especial-
ly at this period when we have under
consideration not merely a review of
the set-up in the rice industry, but also
a new contract with the West Indian
Islands with new prices. We might
well consider that, as soon as the new
contract and the new prices have been
satisfactorily settled by all the parties
concerned, the benefit of those prices
will have to be passed on immediately
to the producers and others engaged
in the industry. I think it is necessary
to calm the minds of those who antici-
pate—and rightly so — the increased
prices.

There are one or two things which
may be said by way of errata, and one
which I have always had to correct
the hon. Member for Demerara—-
Essequibo (Dr Singh) about is that
he persists in laughing at the small
part I played in bringing into being
the Rice Farmers (Security of Tenure)
Ordinance. It is true that he and
others may have been entering the
back door at Government House and
begging for it that way, but I think
there is a permanent record to show
that I was  responsible for bringing
the motion which led to the framing
of that Ordinance.

Dr. SINGH: f'think I have men-

tioned the hon. Member’s name in con-
nection with this matter.

Mr. WIGHT: I do not think T was
in a daze. I héard the name of the hon.
Member for Western Berbice, and it
is gratifying to hear that my name was
also mentioned. It was gratifying also
to hear the remarks made by the hon.
Member for Central Georgetown. 1
think we have all found ourselves in

Motion—Abolition of LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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agreement with quite a lot of what he
said. Having heard his speech, I am
wondering whether he is beginning to
use a little more of the vrod than
formerly. It was very refreshing *o
find that all the time he brought to bear
a very balanced outlook on the whole
situation as we see it today. We agree
with him wholeheartedly in his remarks
about co-operatives and his earnestness
to see them developed. We also agree
with him that it will take time to
have any effective organisation brought
into being along those lines. Naturally,
he regards this tardy development of
the objects of the Board as something
which can be hastened by the Board
or through Government’s ' intervention
which, of course, Government is in a
pesition to do, because the Board is a
statutory body and is necessary in the
best interests of the industry as it is.

I was, however, a little disappoini-
ed in finding that the hon. Member had
to return to a school in order to have
himself more educated in National
Socialism and Nazism also. I was
wondering what school he is going to
return to, because I thought he had
already taken his honour’s degree in
these subjects. But, apart from one or
two rummages on his part, I think he
has realised the difficulties confronting
the Rice Marketing Board. He referred
to the fact that 15 acres of land were
considered necessary for a family. That
is all very well, but even if it were
possible to implement that suggestion
in the normal way as regards business
profits, one would ask whether each
family is prepared to work 15 acreg
of land. It is not a question of saying,
as has been suggested, that some ogre,
some monster, some octopus has en-
ciosed these lands and will not allow
people to get them. There are Com-
mittees at the head in this matter and
Government, because of its policy, are
not allowing people to acquire certain
lands for the purpose of working them,
I think the hon. Member would realiss
that there is a balance on which he
might see more on reflection.
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Another point on which, 1 think,
the hon, Member went astray somewhat
wwand I think that on further reflection
he will realise it—is when he stated
that the Rice Marketing Ordinance was
framed in the interest of inside in-
terests. There was no development of
that point, but whatever was in the
minds or before the eves of those who
framed the Ordinance, 1 wonder what
inside interests were rveferred to as
needing protection under this Ordinance.
Tt seems to me that if there was any in-
side interest, it was the very persons
to whom the hon. Member referved and
who were eliminated by the Ordinance.
The hon. Member was perfectly correct,
as we know. when he said that certain
exporters enjoyed a 10 per cent, com-
mission for doing nothing, and mevely
because of the fact that they have lost
this export trade, is that the inside
interest veferred to? 1 do not think the
hon. Member allowed his mind fo be-
come o clouded as to suggest for one
moment that the sugar industry was
the inside interest to which he referrei
It seems that his logic went astray, if
that were so.

As I have said before, this ground
has been amply covered by the old
stagers and lucidly covered by the new

Members ~who have addressed this
Couneil so ably. There could be, 1

suggest, no doubt in the minds of hon.
Members. that we have the interest of
the rice producer at heart. We would
all like to see him obtain the full benefit
of his labour, but we feel that the
situation must be adjusted in such &
manner as not to permit him to have
aestranglehold of the industry or to en-
able him to command his price without
consideration of the export market or
 of the consumers in the Colony. It is
 well known, I think, that there should
he decontrol of rice, but we have to
consider whether that is advisable and
practical. These are considerations on
which, I feel sure, hon. Members will
agree. It is my suggestion that the
motion, as framed, cannot be aceepted
and that hon., Members should throw it

out by voting against it. The first
resolution in the motion suggests that
the Rice Marketing Ordinance should
be tvepealed and the Rice Marketing
Board abolished, while the second
suggests that the rvice industry should
he established on a purely co-operative
basis. T think it should be obvious, even
to the hon, Mover of the motion, that
at the moment those suggestions are a
matter of impractical and not practical
politics. .

The hon. Member for Central Dem-
erarvg has suggested — and I think 1
heard him right—that certain Elected
Members on the Board will be merely
stooges, and cerfain Elected Members
in this Council are also stooges. 1
would like to ask him whom they are
stooges to. Are they stooges to this
Council, to interests in this Colony, to
foreign interests or toe foreign coun-
tries? That is the kind of question one,
naturally, has fo address to the hon.
Member when he makes such a genevai
statement about Elected Members of
this Council. He did not even contine
his remavks to the Members of this
Council. Such remarks are easily throwy
out to the public because of the fertile
ground, as I contend, of single distrust
and futile feelings which he has here.
Those are things thrown on the ground
g0 that they may become implanted in
the minds of certain people. Nobody
takes the trouble either to nail or dis-
pel  such - fictitious and  destructive
statements, whether  they  relate
to the Rice Marketing Board, the Rice
industiry, the Colony or else. With those
few remarks, sir, 1 cannot find myself
supporting -the motion as it stands.

1 think I am expressing the feelings
of the majority of this Council when
I express the hope that the Rice Mar-
keting Board will progresgs and expe-
dite the interests of the rvice industry
along the lines suggested from itfs
introduction in 1946.

The PRESIDENT: I now call upon
the hon, Member for Tastern Demer-
ara to reply.




Mr }DFBTEDIN We are dealing
not only with an important industry in
this Colony—one which is regarded as
the second largest, o 1o  speak-—but
we are dealing with the fortunes of
the people concerned in this industry
when we deal with the motion. I think
that if we in this Council are falge to
* these people and false to this industry
and the progress of the Colony, we are
false to ourselves. We are vested by a
Constitution with the right to con-
trol the very destiny of the people of
this Colony, but we are far from care.
ful in aeﬁazdermg the things - which
seek to improve the lot of the people
and the progress of thes Colony.

We ha% heard a gﬁod many ﬂaw-
-ery speeches t:oday, all very tendentious

in their expressions, but when added

together we find that they have been
very wide of the mark of the motion.
If T did not want to support a motion
I could find a topic to speak on slight-
ly bearing on the subject but largely
veering away from it, and that is what

has been happening in this debate. I
somewhat heax*teneﬁ by
many Members have

- co-opera-

am, hawevm
the fact that so
¢aid that they believe in
tive movement. Some h
further by saying that
that the industry shoul
a m»operatwe» basis, but
pained to find the lame excugevc Jor
not introducing the cempemixve &:ys»
tem into the rice mdu%’cw, .

 gone even
hey believe
be piac&d on

- There has been some mmccmc&ptmn:
~ of the purport of the resolntions con-
tained in the motion. We are not dix-
cussing the pros and cons of the Rme,

Marketmg Board, but whether it would
be in the interest of the progress. and
development of the rice industry to
reorganize the Board on a higher foot-
ing. If the industry is to be placed on
a co-operative basis there must be a
reorganization of the Rice Marketing
Board and the appointment of a Board
of Directors selected by the share-
holders of the

out executive functions. The structure
of the present Board may be utilized
m the fammtmn of the new Bt}arc} Qf

issue in the debate—should the rice

‘motion. The first resolution is conse-

producers whether they would like the
Rice Marketing Board

‘they should be asked, as was promised
by the Financial Secretary and Treas-

 Was  most

. Bobhy) that in the community in which

‘a co-operative organisation,

co-operative to carry
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Directors. There is therefore a single

industry be placed on a co-operative
basis in the interest of the producers,
or should it not? That is the principle
on which the vote will be taken on: the

quential on the ‘acceptance of that prin-
ciple. If we accept the principle that
there should be a co-operative organ-
ization then it follows that the Ordin-
ance of 1946 must be repealed and
other legislation enacted to provide
for a co-operative system: “As T said
before, there may be provisions in the
1946 Ordinance which may be incorpor-
ated in the new legislation, and that it
would be necessary to retain the experi-
ence .of the present staff and officials
of the Rice Marketing  Board as at
present constituted. It is  not sug-
gested that we must drive away all the
people —connected ~with the present
Board or get rid of its machinery, but
the co-operative would bhe establwhed
under a new law.

It is therefore wrong to ask tihe

abolished. 1
wotild ‘expeet them to say “No.” Instead

urer, whether they would like the Board .
to be converted into a co-operative or-
ganization. I would like to tell the hon. .
the Seventh Nominated Member (Mr.

he resides there is a branch of the Rice
Producers’ Association whose members
were consulted by me, and they are
whole-heartedly in favour of the conver-
sion of the Rice Marketing Board into

With regard to the queatmn f;f the
bond which was referred to by the hon
Member, I have in my pocket a letter
to the PBoard granting permission to
use the bond. The hon. Member als
referred to the success of the Bus
Lot co-operative. 1 may tell him th:
the movement was launched by me and
an acknowledgement to that effect has -
appeared in the magazine of the Co-
operative Movement of the Colony,
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I believe in producer co-operatives,

and that is the reason why 1

brought this mwotion, but a producer co-

operative iz only one side of it It is

. something which is not difficult to es-
tablish. It is not necessary for every

rice producer to be a member of the co-
operative in his locality before the Rice
Marketing Board can be placed on a
co-operative basis, because the question
of the marketing of rice is one which
involves a single-seller. 1 therefore
 wonder why so many Members spent
so-much time on the _guestion —of a

single-seller. 1t is a question of pro-

duction and  marketing. The whole
point of the motion is that the rice
producers of the Colony are pot find-
ing it possible to exist on account of
the working of the Board, and T desire
{0 refer to a particular feature to ex-
plain what T mean.  When the Board
‘veceived an increase of §$1.80 per bap
from the West Indian market, instead
of passing it on to the producers it
“gave them only 20 cents per bag. '

My, FERNANDES: To a point of
correction. The Board granted the pro-
ducers. 90 cents per bag in October,

not pay the increased price until
April of the pext vear.  So that the
producers  actually got half of the in-
crease long before the Bodrd obtained
any increase at all from - the foreign
market, Then the producers got a
~ further increase about a year and, a
Balf earlier when the Board got nothing
from anybody.
~was 40 cents per bag.

Mr., DEBIDIN: I have a statement
by . the Board which shows that the
“only increase given to the producers
was 20 cents per bag. ' Several motions
o were moved in this Council, most of
them by myself, asking for an increase
" for the producers, and the Board gave
n oeertain amount, but when the increase
of 3180 was obtained all the Board
gave the producers was 20 cents.
in the Board's report, and what ismore,
it was made to date back to the Ist
of January of that year,

have .

Ithough the contracting Governments

That further increase

it ig

; which only
benefited the millers, particularly on
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the Essequibo Coast, because they had
bought the padi from the producers.
The difference belween the price ob-
tained  from the West Indian market
and that paid the growers in this
Colony, is a matter of $1.40 per bag.
The crux of the matter is that the
Board is not concernzd - about the
extreme plight of the producers, and
the fact that the cost of living in the
rural aveas ‘is much higher than it is
in Georgetown.  The hon. the  Bixth
Nominated Member (Mro Gajraj) let
the eat out of the bag when he sald
that the Board was anxious fto  k
down the cost of living of the pe
in Georgetown, as well as to keep do
the cost of living in the West Ine
Islands. The rice growers are con
ing that they are producing somethi
for which they should get a fair pric

If they cannot exist by the indus-
try because the prices of other com-
modities are high, they contend that
other people who  depend = upon rice
should  be prepared to pay them an
. price for rice. If the Rice
Maﬁk@tmw Board will not accede
to  the  reasonable  demand  of
the producers for an increased price
I say there o justitication for the
existence of t ‘Md It is not a pro-
ducers’ Boa a Board whmh can
screen t‘he : ‘

qeniaﬁ:weq o o roc’tueem on the Board
of Directors it would, when bargaining
with the West Indian Colonies, have

~ considered the effect of the devaluation

of the pound upon our Colony. T wish
to quote a passage from a-case in the
Appeal in England which bears
out my argument that the Board ought
to have got adequate prices for our rice,
and should have demanded sueh prices
as & vight. The case I wish to guote
is that of  Hurle-Hobbs which was
decided in the Court of appeal in 1944,
and in hiz judgement the Master of
the Rolls said:

“Confractors  were finding that the
burdens imposed by the war, the diffi-
culties - tnder avhich they laboured, and




In a position where |
Qﬂt their contracts

- ' rfectly true, but
ture %e‘ think that no business man

outhreak of war and
s involved a state of
0 conterplated,
- were net to

quoted ‘that passage to
pmnt made by the hon. Mem-
r Georgetown Central (Mr.
es) abaut the sanetzty of a

: ERNA’%DFS The hon,
: Member i Jrrelevant. He has quoted
a decision with respect to a cor rfax:t
made under war leg
wnéract between the
Board and the West
was made un,de? the
 Ordinance of 1946,

. urther  difficu and expenses
thh they ansxmpam:i were putting them
rights and

. this type of contract ona
March 1940, dreamt of think-

se lmes Everyone obvi-

_the hon. Member’s quotation was ir-

In deaimg thh a yﬁther pamﬁ the
mc}gment states: o ,

“The method w&neh was agmed on wzﬁzl
the borough Lngmeer’was to eliminate

contractor agrae& 1:9 pay the pr
as mxght be ﬁeiennmed in

i{'k have heen thaught that the p

of that clause removed any mss:bsh :
& demand b&mg put forwarci in respe
of what I may csdl any abmmal rise

_ to be taken ints con-
sxderannn as an ab armal rise in the cost
of anyﬁ;mg else no

T raised
point of order ;mst now. I said that

relevant. I ask for g rulmg just to
atisty myself and other Members as
0 whether 1 was esorrect or whether

1945, Ther&fﬁre, &H -

5 wmng

ing prine ;{)Ie is what (
anticipated. The hon.
that the Board won}d h
the fair name of the Colony
gone back on its contract. T
reason why I have quoted
sage. 1 "czmtinne‘ the qm:stat

““Tam m;t &ﬁempﬁng to draw on any re.
collection of my own. The evidence in
this: case shows that in this particular
~matter of local authority contracts that

Not only had this particular council heen

s, but the Ministry of Heaith ha
th vght it necessary to send a circular
ocal authorities making suggestions
“how they should dea; with re u'sts
kind." -

"‘i‘;'Wxth regard to the hon. Member's
e mf&renee to the case

made in 1940,
“to run. It was
time and they never antzmpaiadw

aspect of the situation loomed very large,
N ~ point of correction this ‘clme. ;

proached by a number of its contract. had never been any previous contrac

War~txm& snppﬁes’ werg x:ie:st""‘i

The ATTORNEY@EWRA&

he
think that - s
ympletely.

qnmteéi 1
bc‘*id& the
The case to which
¢ ember referred really ha
kf;bear g on the partmuiar (11?{3 ;

g ?Bakard and “f:iiehvarmus Colonies of
f}he ‘West Indz&%

It was a contract |
1t had two years longer :
made - during war -

Mr. DEBIDIN:

Mr. FERNANDES I rise to a

There

first  contract was  made
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Mr. DEBIDIN: 1 quite agree
with that but I think the hon, Member
is treading on sacred ground, becausa
devaluation has get in which could not
have been contemplated when the con-
tracts were entered into. In the case
1 have quoted, the Master of the Rolls
has ruled that no matter how sacred a
contract is the interests of the people
have to be protected, because a certain
situation could not have been antici-
pated. That is  the same principle
here, As a result of devaluation of
the pound sterling it is  reasonable to

expect the DBoard to approach the
contracting Colonies for an  increase-

of the contract price in the changed
civeumstances and in the interest of the
producers, That iz the principle in-
volved. The Board has obtained an
increase of one -cent per lb. which is
not adequate, The  delegation  which
went to  Trinidad did not go in the
interest of the rice producers of this
Colony, and if thé  Board’s. mental
atlitude iz that it has to stick fo its
sacred contracts it means that the
producers have to suffer ‘

The hon. Member  has overlooked
the point that  the contract was dic~
tated by Imperial -policy in the in=
terest of the West Indian Colonies, 1
think it is well that we keep that in
mind, because the Financial Seeretary
{Mr. Mc David) has actually said so
at a joint meeting of the Rice Marketing
Board and the Central Rice Commit-
tee held in  the Legislative Couneil
Chamber on June 1, 1945. 1 desire to
read an extract from My, MeDavid's
remarks at that meeting., He is re-
ported to have said:

“As regards arranging for the West

Indian  markeis to  become permanent
markets, the Board had already ap-

proached the Colonial Office in this mat-
ter. They had pointed
funds had been expended in the Colony
on the exvansion of the rice indusiry
in order to provide food during War
time for the West Indian Islands, and
that they were, and had for some lime
past beer actually supplving rice to the
West Inditn Islands ab reasonable prices
in accordance with the Empire - policy.”

out that public

There is no question that those
prices were arranged because of the
Empire policy to provide cheap food
for the West Indian Colonies, and we
in British Guiana were made to suffer
as a result of that pelicy. The houn
Member for Demerara-Essequibo (D,
Singh) has repeaterd hisslanderous attaeck
upon a certain set of people who had
struggled on equal terms against com-
mereial firms in Water Street  to
gecure markets for rice in the West
Tudies before the Rice Marketing
Joard  was  formed. It follows that
what is- true about one is also true
about  the others. Who controlled the
export of riee in those days but the
large commercial firms? If the Board
eliminated those vapacious middlemen,
1 rvespectfully suggest that it has
ereated for itself the position of the
enly middlemen  in the  industry,
because it not only buys rice but controls
the prices and whatever profit is made
from the sale of rice. Whether the
Board’s position s any  better or
worse than  that of the people who
previously handled the export of rice
i .a matter for us to examine for
ourselves.

Another point  which has  been
veferred to iz the question of bags
There is no question that from what-
ever price at which rice has been pur-
chased from this Colony we must de-
duct 73 cents  for each bag. When
the West Indian Colonies buy our
rice ai $12.20. per bag they get the
benefit of the bags in the purchase
price, which is therefore less than the
figure fixed.

The hon. Member for Central
Georgetown has referred to the ques-
tion of floods and their effect on the
people, but if any evidence is wanted
as  to  the economic position of the
people it can be found in the fact
that they were compelled fo apply te
the Credit Banks for further - assist-
ance, but this Couneil has vefused to
give any further loans to the people
unless  they  Thave repaid &5  per
cent, of the loans they had previeusly.




made reeent;ly have made loans
even to those who have not
85 per uent. of thelr previous

- DEBIDIN:
- had waited for me to finish
I was saying. A eircular was

pointing out that only those persons

k o of their previous loans would get
‘,fmther loans, but that condition had

. to be z:hangeé because it was found
that none. af them h'z{i repazd 85 per

= xe:enﬁ

Mt LEE Thaﬁ is also Wrcng,fgié;

~ The PRESIDENT:

ct. Some of them repaid their pre-
loans and it was considered un-
beeause some particular per-

suf
the dm:m{m;;was char
reason. -
. Mr. DEBIEIN I am %aying 1
: ~ wh genmneiy wanted
help could not get any because they
had not repa;d their loans, as a r&sult
~of the disastrous floods which = took
place in January, 1950, If the industry
is to be run :

oo )

2

have repaid 85 per cent. of their pre-
vious loans—it shows that "all is not
- well in the country. The hon. the Sixth
Nominated Memb=r (Mr. Gajraj) has
~said that I admittted that the Board

was that the Board had done very well,
‘although not in the interest of the
:prﬁd:}ﬂen I wigh; therefax'&, to cor-
him on that peint. The ,g;rodm*ers
cannot do otherwise because they are
bound hand and foot by the Board.
Legislation has put them in that po-
mtzon

i

: As regards the price of padi, T
wmxid like to refer to Sec’cmn 26 of

‘gweg 'thé Bsard power to ﬁheck up
“the: question of hoarding, and also

nment as a vesult of repre%en?

I wish the hon.

rztly dssued’ by the Credit Banks

who had repaird at least 85 per cent.

I think it is
~Central never said that hoarding was

not repaid the others should
lepresentations were made and

The st&tement 1 made is correct, and

it is very well knﬂwn that when a mﬁm: ;
, on  that basis—where
people would not get loans unless they

Demerara Meat Company and to repre-

: ha,d ‘done very well, but what T said

made any allegations of hoarding, but ‘m
iqaxd ‘that the people ean do wh‘xt they

section 29 which gives power 1o ‘
Managor and the Secretary to entﬁr'
upon any  premises in order fo ®
any padi or to check up as rega
hoarding. Therefore, when the
Member for Georgetown Central ,
that the p&opie can sell their padi any

where [ was at a loss; am:% the ga :
thing happened when he sald that
many of them sell theu‘ padi for stock

feed. That s cmiy done in a few
cases, but @hey are bound to sell to the
Board and take the Board's price. If
that price is not very good they suffer
from starvation before the end of
year. There is no question that they
can d(} What ﬁhey hke thh ihexr gadh

My, LEE: ’[ mns§ csrrect that,/'
view beuau%e it might go oul in the
newspapers. and . people would believe
it. - The hon. Member for Georgetown

takmg place. He said that the produ-
cers can sell ﬁmr padi %cs any»&ne and—

DE’BH}IN‘ Is the hcm Mem-

a@ch’ I thmk his

cﬁwn ! 1 made no aliegatmn in the
mt sense thh m%pect to hmrémpz.p

maps his padi he can sell it to any-
one. For the information of the hon.
Member I will say that many growers
sell their padi, so far as 1 know, to the

sentatives of the Demerara Sugar Com-
pany straight from the field and befora
they take it home.

Mr. DEBIDIN: That is only about
7,000 tons from the field, and they also
buy broken rice. The hon. Member who
has just taken his seat and the previous
one also, seem not to understand what I
have said. 1 am not saying that the hon.
Member who has just taken ‘his seat
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- with their padi after having reaped

but T know that because of economic

_pressure they are bound to sell it to the
millers. I they keep it they would have
to pay storage to the millers and they
cannot sell it or use it

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: I do not think the hon.
Member iz correct. Pln. Drill produces
about 1,200 bags of padi and the pro-
prietors use it as stock feed.

Mr. DEBIDIN: I don’t know what
the hon, Member is rising to object to.

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER: 1 am objectlng to the
statement made by the hon. Member that
a vice farmer canpot keep his padi and
iz bound to sell it. T am sayving that the
rice farmey can keep his padi and that
much of it is gold as stock feed.

Mr. DEBIDIN: The hon. Member
seems to find a lot of amusement in
objecting to what T say, so for the en-
lightenment of hon. Members - anu
especially the last speaker; T will say that
itf the rice farmer does not sell his padi

a8 stock feed he must sell it'to a miller
in order to get money, If he does other-
wise it weuld be hoarding under the law.
I am not gsaying that it is impossible for
any rice farmer to keep his padi, but
~the law is there and the authorities
Cwill come down on him for boarding
He cannot mill his padi and sell 1t as
- the C.D.C. ig capable of doing as a re-
“sult  of reecent legislation.  He cannot
sell it at 817 a bag to Dominiea, and 1
Cam saving that the producer has not got
ny control over his own product.. That
is why T say that the present state of
affairs savours of Nazism or nationaliza~
tion of the industry.

So far as the rice contract with the

West Indian Colonies is concerned, it is
clear that mew prices will have to b=

bargained for, stherwise the matter will
have to go fo arbitration. Tt must be
borne in mind what are the mnmmun
Cprices of rice in the world mavket.  In
view of the fact that a new contract ls
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still to be npegotiated, I would lke %o
point out that this Colony is in a posi.
tion to ask for at least the minimum
world market prices, and where the con-
tract says that the price will be nego-
tiated it seems to suggest an even higher
price. I am saying that the Rice Mar~

keting Board never acted ~in the
best  interest  of  the  producers

when it refused to negotiate for
better prices. It . was asked by
this Council and also by certain repre-
sentatives of the industry to ask for
$17 and $16 per bag from Dominica, and
the prices it sgreed on show the lever
which was considered to be reasonable
prices. Shipments were made from this
Colony at those prices and it was clear
that the Board, having negotiated at
those prices, did not act in the best
interest of the producers or of the Colony
as a whole, then and now.

Mr. FERNANDES: To a point-of
corvection | The hon., Member uses the
words “then and now”. He does not give
the figures which he claims were below
the prices that should have been paid
by these Islands and at which the nego-
tiations were recently carrvied out. In
the absence of those figures I do not
think it is right for the hon. Member to
jump up and make the statement that
“then and now” the Board did net see
fit to ask for certain prices bub asked
for something less.

- Mr. DEBIDIN: If Trinidad is going
to arbitration, it could only mean that
the minimum world market prices ave
being taken into consideration. =~ The
point I am making is that in the case of
Dominica and Montserrat, super rice was
sold at $17 per bag, 2ud quality at 816
and 3rd quality at $15.60. If these prices
were obtained at a time when we were
asked to nﬁgotmte for the sale of our
surplus rice, why couldn’t the Board
get them orviginally., Tn other words,
here we have the story of what the Board
has been doing. That ig why the hon.
Nominated Members (Mr. Gajraj and
Rev. Bobh} whose speeches were compli-
mented, stated that the Board was a
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~contract, and thy

_ the best interest of the producers.

get

tied do

fsne mstzm@wﬂ mzr% Was a?cmve boam:i 1
want to ask why the Board, in the in-
terest of the producers, did not ask for

- prices of $17 and $16 per bag—which

they got from Dominica and Montserrat
~—in the other Islands, instead of
accepting much lower prices.

~ Mr. FERNANDES: To a point of
correction ! The Board did demand the
prices the hon. Member is quoting, but
they had to demand it for surplus ri
only. They could not demand it un
the contract. ‘

Mr.
cornered. ~ They were faced with the
hat is also what the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Raatgever, said.
If Members feel that a contract could
be burrowed to the extent of one cent,

that is the same reason why it could
be burrowed to the extent of a profit-
able price. That is where the producers
~ were not given a fair deal, and that 1$
why I am saying that the Board, con-

%xtuted as it was, did not function in
Thay
is why T am saving also that we should
‘have the whole of this industry put on a
co-operative basis. If it is to be con-
tinued, the people of the Colony should

be in a position fo say for themselves
 what they feel in the matter,

I trust
the hon. Nommated Members (Mr. Gaj-
e f;he Rev. Bo%b} and others would

Th efmsumeu in Geovgemwxz can
reased wages—eivil servants and
e doing so—but the producers
try are all in the rural areas
| to inereased. prices for what
they have to buy and low prices for what
they ﬁdm to sell. They are saying that

the only way the}f can get oul of their

prege p{mtwn is to have the industry
put a _co-operative  basis.
fe saying also: © “We  do
~_more Je}hn Fenmndéqen

fi zm r{?f ngmz*zm C@vmmn sz Mariketing E@g

,am m,her inside interests”,

DDEIIKN The B(;ard was

Board had not been moving slowly at

is accepted there would be very swift
“action  for ;mf,tmg the rxee industry L
S on 4 co-operative baszsp I

,wali zmi agree mfthm légwiatmﬁ
‘we are not pf&g)ared:ﬁa carry

 less we get‘; economic pr‘mes féé
:.g;eopie what they feel about it

~should not think of the consumers

. in G%rg«sxtowa only, because oi:her peapla“
have tf} }we aisoe . :

the f;entml Rice (,fomm~

Thei
saying that the Board, as constif
is handling matters in the interest
foreign concerns who are now comi
into the industry under the name of :
C. DC The producers are saying that
: n interests should come into
th" _everyone might see
ackles Which AE’«LM o

Georgetown Central argmﬁg that the

all: bat admztng that, if this motion

the minutes of
me hcm the Fzmﬁ al

That was promised, sir, and
1espect I would like to qu 7
%pei?ch Eky one caf the membé_ﬁ of ik

se days, functioned in
the bame way as the Rice Marketing
Board does today. This is what Mr.
Gajraj, father of the present Member

of this Council, said at a joint meet-
ing of the Rme Marketing E}"

““At the ‘tima when %
ing Board was formed it was mtendw o
that a. pre- rata . distribution of profity
should be made to all rice producers, but
~ this had not been done yet. 'I'Em Centrai :
Rice Cfommmfse had ' made
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representations for increased prices, but at
no time had they heen given a hearing
or any satisfaction.” : i

This is the plan that was made and
if this plan still exists today, one can
«oe that the hon. the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer had o come to a
compromise when the Bill was going
through—that at some future time the
industry would be placed on a co-opera-
{ive basiz and run on true democratic
lines. RSome of the hon. Members

_ present here have said that the pre-
 ducers were making money from the
industry, but Mr. H. B. Gajraj made
it quite clear at a joint meeting of the
Rice Marketing Board and the Central
Rice Committee that that is not so.

, What better person can one ex-
 pect to show what was the position
_then——a position which has been per-
petuated up to this day. The Rice
Marketing Ordinance of 1946 has super-
seded the war legislation, and it has

. been admitted in thig Council that the

~ position today is the same as it was
then, so far as the producers are con-
cerped. Why then should it be strange
for me to come to this Council today
and  point out the position of  these
people. 1 do not expect to find much
support, however, except from  those
Members who hold the inferests of these
‘people very closely. 1 practise my pro-
fession among them, however, and 1
live by them. If one goes into the Fast

 Coast districts today one would find

that there is very little litigation. The
people are just pauperised and con-
ditiong are bad throughout the coast.
Members of this Couneil might smile at
such a statement, but that is because
they have no interest in the producers
who reside there. Some of them claim
to be representing producing territories
here, but T submit that the time will
come when they will have to give an
account of their stewardship to the
people whom they are vepresenting at
this moment.

1 am grateful, sir, for the in-
dulgence granted to me in making this
reply, and in taking my seat I will say
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that  this motion is one which vitally
affects the people engaged in a very
important industry in this Colony»«mzm
industry which plays a great part in the
economic life of thiy country——and 1
feel that it should fiad sympathetic
consideration and  support. It is &
motion which seeks to have the rice
industry established on a co-operative
basis, and if it is accepted by this
Council then I  can
taking the necessary steps to- appoint
a Committee to go into the details, such
as legislation  and other things that
will et up the industry in a manneyr
satisfactory to all concerned. T venture
to suggest that if these things are done
the people will have been given a greater
incentive to develop the industry. They
will realise for the first time that the
industry is theirs to make or break,
and with the greater incentive given
to them they will take hold of their
opportunities for greater production,
thus enabling the Colony to develop a
greater export trade—not only in the
West  Indian  market  but  other
countries as well. Consequently, real
prosperity will come to this industyy
for which I plead, and to the Colony
as ‘a whole. .

The PRESIDENT: I will now put
the motion.

Motion put, the Couneil dividing
and voting as follows:- e

For: Messrs. Dr. Jagan, Debidin,
Lee, and Dr. Singh—4. ‘ ‘

Againgt: Messrs. Bobb, Gajraj,
Carter, Peters, Fernandes, Coghlan,
Farnum, Roth, Dr. Nicholson, Wight,
The Financial Seeretary & Treasurer
(Acting), the Attorney-General, and
the (olonial Secretary (Acling)-—13.

Motion lost.

DECONTROL 0F PRICE 0F CRUDE O
Coconurs .

My DEBIDIN: T formally move
the suspension of the Standing Rules
and Orders to enable me to move my

&

see  Government -~




©  motion for the decontrol of
‘of crude oil and coconuts.

Dr. JAGAN seconciefi
The Ceunul dzvxdaﬁi and votmi

For—Messrs. Bobb, GCL,}I&J; Carter,
Peters, Fernandes, Debidin, Coghlan.
Farnum, Lee, Wight,
Dr. Singh-—12,

pr ces

Ag‘ainaﬁt««Mn | R&thwi. :
Did not vote—The Financial See-
retary end Treasurer, the Attarney~
~ General and the Colonial Sef:retary

Met;mn carmed

5 . Mr. DE‘BEDIN, 1 beg to move the
~ motion standing in my name Whl{:h
readb e S '

“Whereas fhere is an acute shortage of
cooking oil in the Coicmy which will be
intensified by the rainy weathen:

And Whereas coconut. producers will
be able to do more intensive picking of
nuts and over 200 erude oil manufacturers
can ‘manufacture at least 50,000 gallons
of crude oil per week, if a more atirac~

tive price is paid for the nuts to the prom
t‘}ur:ers,

 And Where:ss this. can he achze«:ed if
both thx: price of crude oil and of coco-
be decontrolled for a short period

' untdsthe situation is improved;

“Be it reso}ved that this Qaum:l} recom-

i

rol of the price of crude oil and of
price of voconuts for a short period
>d1;cr@txx)n of the Government”

otion asks for the decontrol
- of crude oil and coconuts
period in the discretion of
rnment. In short there is an
rtage of edible oil prevailing
in Georgetown but throughout
sugar plantations, fepen
pon c¢rude oil manufactured in

ctq fmm Cf}mnuts pumh‘tseé
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. that in order to purchase any quantity

- modity which might not be in perfe,ct'

“Dr. Jagan and

price of oi

~ terests of the consumer Manetmmd the

that they cannot get supplies of crude

~mend to Govemmant the immediate de~ -

’ fact that some of the crude oil ‘exported

the rural areas where, especially on the
the people depend

Colony.
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notice that Wholecsafa biackmarkeﬁng fs
actually taking place. People are told

of oil they must buy some other coms

condition, and at 4 price above the con-
troiled price. It seems from what I have
Leen told, that people are prepared to
pay twice as much as the L“ﬁmtmﬁedg
in order to get it.. ’

This mttmtwn has been c,(mtmbuted ‘
to Iarge}y by the fact that the Control
Board in its wisdom—which on this
occasion was not exercised in the in

exportation from this COI{}m of 77,940
gallons of oil between May and ( ramhea
1950, consisting of 86,190 gal ons of
refmed oil and 41750 gallons of {*rad
coconut oil I regarfi that act by
Board as criminal in so far as th
consumers of oil in this Colony are con-
cerned, Did the Board take into account
the rainy weather which was due and
which is now here, dt}mng ‘whieh it
would: be difficult for the owners
coconut plantations to reap the largest
quantity of nuts? We also know that
soap makers in this Colony use Iarga :
quantities of crude coconut oil in a
very useful industry which needs every
encouragement, and that they complain

oil for their business. The seriousness
of the sztuatmn is aggravateei by the

has been used for the manuf
soap in Barbados. I consider the situa-
tion 18 such as to call for immediate
action, and ' the -immediate action 1
suggest is the removal of the controlled
m"ice of erude oil and coconuts. '

1 du m}t know how the Council will
vote on this motion, b@mﬁu * those
Members . who represent Georgetown .
think only of the people of Georgetown.
This motion is also in the interest of
the people of Georgetown and I am
waiting to see what those Members are
going to do. I am pleading on behalf of
consumers in Georgetown and the whole
In so far as the controlled




price is concerned 1 would like to ex-
plain_the situation by a simple example.
The price of coconuts is controlled at
$4.70 per drum and that of crude
coconut oil at $1.28 per gallon, while
the price of Fryol and  other vefined
oil was increased from $1.50 fo $1.81
per gallon. In other words the price of
refined oil was incereased and at the same
time Government removed the controlof
the price of coconuts, the idea being to
give an incentive to the production of
copra, and in order to provide g greater
incentive the price of copra wag increased

as  weit. The object wag to Induce
everybody  to . make  copra  for
w oil mills so that  the owners
of the  mills  would  be able 1o

make profit from the production of
~refined oil or Fryol It seems- to me
that in view of that tremendous in-
centive evervone turped to the produce
tion of copra, in spite of the fact that
the erude coconut oil makers claim that
they can uee all kinds  of  coconuts—
bad and indifferent. They say they not
only make crude coconut oil but are able
“to carry on poultry and plg rearing if
thev can get a supply of coconuts.
There ave 241 erude coconut = oil
~makers in the Colony who produce an
average of 50,000 gallonsg of erude oil
* week when they get supplies . . of
coconuts, but they complain that they
cannot get nuts. Those ordinary people
whe make crude coconut oil and are able
to produce 50,000 gallons per week, have
been Jeft stranded. Representation wag
made on their behalf to Your Excellency,
and a meeting was arranged with the
Committee that 1is now sitting under
the Chairmanship of the Director «of
Agriculture. There was a full discussion
and a case was made out on behalf of
the crude oil makers, We find that as a
result of all this the price of coconuts
has been reduced to $4.70 pe
~although (and this is the trage

the producers of coconuts were entitled
to a better price, and thev were prepared
to pay $5.20 per drum for  coeonuts,
vrovided they were given $1.50 per gal
lon for their crude oil,
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dram
: of iﬁf;
ally the crude oil makers conceded that

‘?Jeiﬁ of 'ﬂw (“ Gmmitiee &p@r}i,

which would of making crude o
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bear relationship with the controlied
price of refined oil and copra. But the
controlled price of crude oil has been
kept at 5128 per gallon, and the price
of coconuts at $4.70 per drum. It  has
been shown, especially within the last
few weeks, that the producers of coco-
nuts prefer to sell their nuts to copra
makers because they are able to get a
better price.

I have no hesitation in saying that
I discovered during the discussions with
the Committee an extraordinary anxiety
to secure copra for the oil mills. Here
is a case of vested interests gefting an L
advantage. I do not care what iy the
position of the miller. T am not asking :
Government to interfere with the price 5
of copra or refined oil, but to make it
possible for the manufacturers of erude
coconttt oil to buy coconuts to make crude
oil. It is important that the control of
the price of coconuts and crude oil should
be removed for about three months so
as to allow of the production of 50,000
gallons of crude coconut oil per
The producers of coconuts would
be able to pay more for the picki
the nuts In the rainy seasoni | a
asking for the removal of the st
control of the sale and disteib
crude coconut oil. All that the
asks is that the price of crude oi
coconuts be decontrolled so as to allow
the makers of crude oil an opportunit
to bargain with the producers of coco-
nuts for a price at which they would be
willing $o sell their nutd 1 received a
letter two days ago from someone af
Fellowship who is hims produc
of coconuts, and who h
to sell his nuts. 1 hope t
meet with a sympathetic vo
Dr. JAGAN:
motior. :
Mr. FARNUM: As one of th

1 beg to &

the appmnﬁment @f ﬁfm (‘c;mm;ttee was .
chiefly to find out why the azharmg‘fﬁ
exists, We were told that the method
1 coconuts was




‘~¢en£3ga ‘
- goes to Waste. It 13 mgge ,
the large quantity of coconuts at pres-

ent used for the making of coconut vil
~was converted into copra and passed
through the mxlls the mrﬁenmge of
extraction is so hzgh that there would
be enough refined oil to serve the com-

munity and even to have some for ex-

port. The Committee is still engaged in
its inguiry. A deputation led by the hon.
Member for Eastern Demerara  (Mr.
Debidin); met the Committee a  few
. weeks ago when we went very thorough-
. ly into the matter. We gathered that the
whole cause of the trouble was the fact
_that the price of coconuts was decon-
trolled, as a result of which the coconut
estate proprietors had raised the price
of coconuts from $22 to $30 per thous-

~and. Consequently the crude oil makers
cannot operate at that figure. Another =
point that evolved from the discussion

was that some of the coconut estate

n number of nuts are given to
- pif m&ker to supply a drum
and very often the crude oil
o E}uy nuts from other
der to produce the quan-
il which the estate pr’a«

be ecmt’roﬂeci but
ofl  should re-
utation
uts be raised from
run, and that the
oil be increased from

e Committee recommends
n be reverted to what
e I‘zat the pmce

-~ want and there wauld be no .‘shorﬁage.

~ pose to adjourn until next week when the

etors do not sell their coconuts to

e oil makers, but in many cases (oo gdvance information that as soon

. and Fridav. 1 want to give hon. Members

returns to the Colony. 1 a
_sure when that will be. Ther:

asked

"'Jpex'isgalla,n, As a tem-

bx mgmg this matzon

Mr. DEBIDIN To a point (}f ex-
planation! We particularly pointed out
that we were asking for those prices
because the price of copra had been
raised and controlled, and the price of
refined oil had also been increased.
The two things bave relationship one
with thf? other, :

Mr; FARNUM: That is the reason
why preference is being given fto the »
manufacture of copra instead of crude
oil——that if the coconuts were converted
into copra and manufactured into oil
we . would have all the refined oil we

The PRESIDENT: I think it is
getting on towards 5 o'clock and 1 pro-

Council will sit on Wednesday, Thursday

as the business on the (}rder Paper has
been disposed of—which may take next
week and the following weakmi propose
that we take a few weeks' recess and
reassemble, probably when the Gmf or

Elected Membars on leave, ay wa% }:}Olﬂv
ed out the other day, and I have received
an apphcatmn for leave from another
Elected Member, ‘but apart from that
we have saf, solidly for, 1 ‘think, over a
vear, and I know hon. Members  will
agree that we have all earned a ﬁtﬂe
recsp:tte 1 thought han Memhere, woui :
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