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LEGISLATIVE COUNGIL

WEDNESDAY, 4TH JuLy, 1951,

The Council met at 2 ».m,, His FEx-
cellency the Officer Administering the
Guvernment, Mr. John Guteh, O.B.E,
President, in the Chair.

PRESENT

The President, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Gevernment,
Mr. Jokn Gutch, O.B.E,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
D. J. Parkinson, O.B.E., (Acting). -

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. ¥, W. Helder, K.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. W. O. Fraser (Act-
ing).

The Hon. C. V. C.B.E..
{Western Essequilo).

Wight,

The Hon. Br. J. B. Singh, O.B.E,
(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Dr, J. A, Nichelson
{(Georgetown North)..

The Hen. T. Lee, (Essequibo River)

The Hon, V. Roth, O0.B.E., (Nomi-
naiedj.

The Hon, €. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River).

The Hon., G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E..
(Nominated).

The Hon. Capt. J. P. Coghlan (Dem-
erara River).

The Hon, D. P. Debidin (Eastern
Demerara),

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Member Sworn

The Hon. J. Fernandes (Georgetown
Central).

The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western
Berbice).
The Hon. R. B. Gajraj (Nomi-

nated).

The Hon. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G,,
O.B.E., (Nominated).

The Hoen. D. C. J. Bebb (Nomi-

nated),

The Clerk read prayers,

@ATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr. W, A. Maenie, C.M.G., O.B.E.,,
took the Qath ef Allegiance and his seat
as & Nominated Member.

- The PRESIDENT: I feel sure that
hon. Members wish to join with me in
welcoming Mr. Macnie to this Council,
(Applause).

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Ceuncil held on Friday, the 29th of June,
1951, as printed and circeulated, were
taken as read and confirmed,

ANNOUNCEMENT

REVISED ALLOWANCES Te NON-
PENSIONARLE FMPLOYEES.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY com-
municated the following Message:

MESSAGE NO. 11.

) Honourakle Members of the Lesislative
Council,

Reference is invited to Lagislative Coun-
cil Resolution Ne. XXV of the 21st Ausust,
1940, authorizing payment of supsr-
annuation allowances and gratuities to non-
pensionable employees,
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2. 1t is now desired to amend tbe wnd t1ons governing the grant of ésealiqwnces
or the benefit of such employess. : :

a

3. For easc of reference, the cond,u‘c,nsk “approved by RéSolution ;No;'f XXV of 2ist
Auﬁusi 1940, as amended, are furnished below togethcr with new. conditlok}s which it
5 mo,:esed shonld supersede theni. s

4. It is not possible to o state “definit
stimated  that they will involve additiona

; 53,800 per an-

Provisicns now in foree - - provisions

ey Anmml allowances will be grdnted
to emmployees who have  scrved
satisfactorily in approved appoint-
ments for 20 years or over.

(ii) The rate of allowance will he two-
thirds of the mnormal pension pay-
able under the Pensions @rdinance,
1935

No ehange.

(iil) Approved - appomtments are those
dectared by the Governor in Coun- Ne change.
cil as such.

B An employee holding, an  approved *an employee whe has heen employed
appointment whe serves for seven  fer seven ctontinuous years -or move, who
continucus years or more, but fess  retires from an approved amppointment after
than: 20 years, will be cligible for = having served for less than 20 years in
agratuity ealculated at- the rate - an approved appointment, will be cligible
of “1/18th of a month’s pay for  for a gratuity calculated at the rate of
cach  menth  of service, with a 1/18th of "a ‘month’s . pay for cach  month =

maximum ol one year's pay. of ‘service, with a maximum of one¢ years
pay’ i 3
€= 1) An emplovee mot holding an ap-

preved - appointment .. who has

“served for  at least 7 continuous

years . will We eligible for a grat- No change.
uity-calculated at the rate of 1/26th

of a yecar’s pay for each ycar of

service, with a maximum of one

vear's pay,

i Toe the case of employees paid at In the case of emplovees paid at daily,
. daily, weekly. or fortnighily rates, - weekly, or ferinightly rates, the number
~the number of working days in  of working days in any calendar year fo
any’ calendar year to constitute a constitute one:year’s service “will e taken
_year’s service will be taken as 225 as 225 days including public holidays and

days, including = puklic holidays days on ‘paid leave er sick leave bhut not
and ‘on paid leave or sick  Sundays. Frovided that where . an  em-

leave, but not  Sundays: the fol- ~ ployee’s service is less 225 days in
I.ng rules  to apply as resards  cach of any twe consecutne' :
hioken servieeis ’ years, such service shal titute one-

vear's service if -aggre atin
more; and when there | offi recote
of any mwart of an employ e’s  service, the
Colonial - Secretary may, on being saﬂs&zed
btyond all reasonable doubt that such ser-
vice  was' given, amprove of such service
being admitted fer the purposes of grai-
ity :
The following rules ~shall "apply as
regdrds breken service— S

225 days or

cost, but it is
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Account shall not

(a)

~-

(c

()

E

Announcenient

Provisions now in [force

be taken of—

any servicec previous lo an interval
of three years, or more in which
there was no service; 1le. service
vrior to a break ol three years or
more during which {here was no
service whatever, shall be excluded
in computing the gratuity payable;

aily service previous to an interval of
three or more consecutive calendar
years in which there was no service
of which account is to be taken; ie,
service prior to a break of three or
more years, during each year of each
kreak there has been service of less
than 225 days, including public holi-
days and days on paid leave or sick
leave, but not Sundays (hereinafter
referred to as non-effective years),
shall be excluded in computing the
gratuity payable;

any service previous to the last of
seven calendar years in all in which
there was no service of which ac-
count is to he taken; ie. an aggre-

gate of seven non-effective years
shall be a bar to the inclusion of
ny year of service prior to the

earliest of the non-effcctive years
making up such aggregate;

any service previous to the end of
any period of service which was
terminated by resignation, or dis-
missal for misconduct; i.e. any pre-
vious service terminated by resigna-
tion or Wismissal for misconduct
shall be excluded in computing the
gratuity payable,

An allowance or gratuity will ke
paid only in respect of service
after the age of 20 years and, on
retirement on account of ill-health,
incapacity, on attaining age 60
years or on voluntary retirement
at age 55 years or inefliciency or
abolition of post.

The dependents of an employee
who dies in service after qualify-

ing for an allowance or gratuity
will be eligible for a gratuity
equivalent to that which' would

have been payable to the employee
in respect of his service up to
the date of his death; provided

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
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Proposed revised provisions

Account shall not be taken of—

(a) any service (under 55 years of age)
previous to an interval of three
years or more in which there was
no service whatever, shall be ex-
cluded in computing the gratuity
payable, unless an employee subse-
quently serves for a period of three
consecutive years prior to retire-
ment,

(b) any service previous to the end of
any period of service which was ter-
minated by resignation or dismissal
{or misconduct,

Deleted

Deleted.

An allowance or gratuity will be paid
only in respect of service after the ag
of 20 years and, on retirement on
account of ill-health, incapacity, inetfi-
ciency, or voluntary retirement on or
after the age of 55 years, or on aboli-
tion of post.

The dependents or Legal Personal
Representative of the Estate of an em-
ployee who dies in service after quali-
fying for (a) an allowance, or (b) a
gratuity, will be eligible, in respect of
{a), for a gratuity equivalent to one
year's pay; and in respect of (b), for a
gra‘uity equal {0 the amount which would
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Provisions now in force

that such gratuity shall not in anv
case exceed one vear's way of the
deceased.

bene-

G~ Payment of superannuation
it employees  of

s to part-time
Govermnment to be on the same
scale for non-pensionable Govern-
ment  emplovees.

e

wd

5. Honourable Members are now

A1 JuLy,

%‘}D:"()
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Proposed revised mprevisions,
have been payable to the employee in
respect of his service up to the date of
s death, provided that such gratuity
shall not in any case exceed one year's
vay of the deceased.

At the diseretion of the Governor in
Ceuncil, payment may be made to nen-

pensionable employees whose services
are terminated on the ground of in-
efficiency, of allowances or gratuilies,

subject to such reduction as the:e Go-v:
ernor in Council may consider just and

proper in any particular case.
Part-time  employees  (other  than
Postal Agents) shall Twe eligible for

superannuation benefits under the Reso-
lution on the same basis as whole-time
emplevees.

invited te approve of the adoption of the

new propesals set out above for the payment of superannuation allowances and gratui-
ties to non-pensionable employees of Government.

Government House,
British Guiana,
20th June, 1951,

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS
AND DOCUMENTS
The FINANCIAL SECRETARY
AND TREASURER laid on the table
the following:—

The Minutes of the meeling of Finance

Committee of the Legislative Council
held on ‘'Thursdav, the 28th of June,
1551,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
REVISED ALLOWANCES To NON-
PENSIONABLE EMPLOYEES,

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY

AND TREASURER gave netice of
the following motion:—-
That, with reference to the Offcer

Administering the Government's Meg-
sagc No. 11 of the 3#th of June, this
Council approves of the pavicent, frem
and after the date hereof, to non-ven-
sionable Government empleyees, of
allowarces and gratuities at the rates
and on the conditions set out in the
Officer Adininistering the Government's
Message, and undertakes to provide the
necessary funds for this pursose,

JOHN GUTCH,
Officer Administering the Government.

ONOFFICIAL NOTICES
RICE For INDIA FAMINE RELIEF

My. FARNUM gave notice of the
fellowing motion;—

Whereas a famine exists in the State
of Bihar, India, causing much suffering;

And Whereas a large section of the
mopulation. of British Guiana has family
ties in that District;

And Whereas the local Indian wopu-
fation comuprises forty mwer cint. of eur
population:

And Whereas a Relief Fund has heen
organised to make a gift of 5080 bhags
of rice te the Gevernment of India:

Be it Resolved that this Honeurakle
Council, out of sympathy to the var-
ticular state of Bihar, denates at least
500 bags of rice to the Relief Fund
whiehh has been organised tp aid the
sufferers,
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PETITION

Mr. ROTH, on lehalf of Mr,

Wight presented a petitien on Wehalf of

ex-
De-

Frederick Alexander Millard, an
employee of the Public Works
partment.

ASSISTANCE FOR FARQUHARSON
EXHIBITIONER

Mr. FERNANBES: Sir, kefore we
proceed to the Order of the Bay 1 crave
your indulgence to refer to a very simple
motion of which 1 gave notice on June
15, and te ask leave to move the suspen-
sion of the relevant Standing Rule and
Order in order to meve the motion at
a convenient stage today. My reason
for deing so is that if the metion is not
dealt with before the Council goes inte
recess the whole idea behind it would
fail, because it is a motion asking
for somes monetary assistance for a
student at the Bishops’ High School who
has been awarded a Farquharson Mem-
erial Exhibition at the University Col-

lexe of the West Indies, which has
to be taken uwp before the end of
August,

FLOODING OF CANALS POLDER

Mr. FARNUM: Sir, T crave your
indulgence to refer to a matter which
I consider of grave importance. I refer
“to the flooding of the Canals Polder. My
information is that the lands are again
flooded, and that farmers are losing
their c¢rops of ground provisions. They
claim that, despite the advice of the Con-
sulting Engineer to Goveriiment to thsz
contrary, they will never bs abie to get
relief unless the canals are re-dus.
They point out that the conservancy
dam over which the water flows at cer-
tain times is not being overflowed at the
present time, but in spite of that the
land is inundated, clearly pointing to
the fact that the eanals rejquire re-
digging. I think you will admit. Sir
that it is a very sad pesition for those
poor people. This troulele has keen going
on year after vear, and I would be glad
if you would look inte the matter. 1
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know that the matter has been brought
to your attention already but-I hope yen
will give some further attention to it.

The PRESIBENT: I am well aware
of the matier to which the hon. Mem=
#er has referred. It has been under
debate for many years—I think about 13
years.

ORDER OF THE DAY

DEceNTROL oF PricE oF CRUDE Q1L
ANB COCONUTS.

Council resumed the deeate on the
foillowing motion by Mr. DEBIDIN :—-

Whereas there is an acute shortage of
ceoking oil in the Colony which will he
intensified by the rainy weather;

And Whereas ceconut prosucers will be

able to do more intensive picking of nuts
and over 208 crude oil manufacturers cau

manifacture at least 50,000 gallons of crude
oil per week, if a more atiractive price i
paid for the nu's to the producers;

And Whereas this can ke achieved if
both the price of cruile oil and of coconuis
be decontrolled for a short period until the
situation is imp oved;

Be it resolved that this Council recomi-
mend to Government the immediate des
conirnl ef the mrice of crude oil and of
the price of coconuts for a short period
in the discrelien of ths Government,

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER (Mr. W. O. Fraser, Acts
ing): Sir, the motion which has been
moved by the hcn. Member for Eastern
Demerara (Mr. Debidin) asks for the
decontrol of coconuts and crude coco-.
nut oil, which is contrary to the re-
port made by the Sub-Committee of
the ¥Food Production Committee, I
would like to explain that the coconui
industry of the Coleny is at the moment
passing through the transitional period
in its development. 1t is passing from
the old to the new, and with the pres-
sure of world shortages of edible eils
and fats, together with the advent to
the Colony of greater mining facilities.
it is suffering the pangs almost of re-
birth.
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The Sub-Committee to which I
have referred feund that the set-up in
the coconut industry left much to be
desired, and that to establisb it on a
promer basis it is necessary thatl there
should be a more complete utilization
of the products of the industry and the
elimination of waste. It must be ex-
plained that there are two processes of
making oil in this Colony. One is fromw
coconuts and the other is from copra
The oil made from coconuts is obtainea
by means of boiling, whereas the o1}
manufactured from copra is secured
by special expelling machinery. In re-
gard to the two processes I should hke{
to read an extract from the report of
the Sub-Committee relating to the
evidence given by the Chemist of the
Department of Agriculture. The report
states:

“Mr. Paul, Chemist of the Department
of Agriculture, gave evidence on the
manufaciure of this oil. From him the
Cemmittee learnt that the process of
extracting oil from the coconut leaves
much to be desired that technically its
methods are primidve and that a vyield
of only 60% oil is obtained, compared
with a yield by copra mills of 88%.”

Going further into the matter the
Committee found that the erude eil
makers made little profit from oil
making, and that their profits were
derived from wigs which they fed on
the vresiduary feed after boiling and
pressing. On the evidence of the per-
centages of extraction I should like to
quote some statistics prepared by the
Controller of Supplies and Prices. Ac-
cording to those statistics 98 per cent.
of the Colony’s coronut production went
into the hands of the crude oil makers.
The figures show that in 1950 they
manufactured 470,000 gallons of crude
oil. On the basis of the percentages of
extraction it will be seen that the Col-
ony lost nearly 225,000 gallons of oil
which did not zo on the market. To
remedy that situation the Committee's
plan is to endeavour to get the total
coconut production of the Colony cen-
verted first into copra. That produc-
tion amoungs to 50 million nuts.  The
evidence given on the subject before
the Sub-Committee was to the effect
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that if this were done the Colony would
ve able to produce a sufficient quantity
of oil te meet its edidle oil  require-
ments as well as the requirements of
the soap industry. In addition there
would be a surplus of animal foed in
the ferm of copra meal. It was esti-
mated that on the basis of food avail-
able it would be nossible to establish
a sizeable pig industry with export pos-
sibilities in hams, bacon, and other pig
products, but the Sub-Commiitee found
that. standing in the way of this desir-
able development was the crude oil
maker who, by his obsolete methods,
was feeding a large guantity »f oil te
pigs which did the pigs no good.

The Suv-Committee's proposal is
that the erude oil maker should be eli-
minated from the coconut industry. In
this regard 1 should explain that the
erude oii maker is a small man whe
stands with one foot in the coconut in-
dustry and the other in the pig indus-
try, and that the purpose of the recom-
mendation of the Sub-Committee ig that
he should be discouraged from making
oil on account of his inefficiency, and
set. up in the pig industry to grow pigs
on a better system of management, and
thus be able to make a much better
livelihood than he is now making.

I do net find in the motion any-
thing new. These shortages in edible oil
kave been occurring for some time,
and will continue to occur so jong as
the wresent set-up lasts. A eurious
thing about the motion is that the hon.
Member is asking this Council to de
something which would in effeet accen
tuate rather than lessen the shortage
of edible oil. 1t would also have the ef-
fect of putting up the cost of liv-
ing, and it does seem to me, in the cir-
cumstances, that the motion must faii
through its own lack of substance.

Mr. ROTH: In view of the very
lueid explanation by the acting Finan-
cial Seeretary I do not think any reas-
onable’ Member can  see his way to
support this motion. 1 will take this
opportunity to bring to Government’s
notice the necessity of seeing that the
drums in which coconuts are sold are



not cut down, as I am reliably informed
is the case by a wvery large buyer.

Mr. WIGHT: It would seem that

this motion might very well
have becen delbated as part of.
another motion listed on the

Order Paper. It seems to me very
premature at this stage to treat one
aspect of control or decontrol entirely
separate from the general question of
control. If we are to have a debate on
control and decontrol it seems to me
that it would be much better to have
it set out in one context. The motion
in my name on the Order Paper is one
for decontrol, and naturally the hon.
Member’s motion should have my sym-
pathy, but in matters of-this kind we
have to take a realistic view, and it
does seem to me that this motion
might very well have been dealt with
in the overall motion which I propose
to move because I intend to deal gener-
ally with the equestion ef decontrol of
all locally wroduced articles. At this
stage I am not prepared te support the
honi. Member's motion as it stands,
without relating it to other aspects of
decontrol with which T am in sympathy.

Dr. JAGAN: This matter of coco-
nut and coconut oil shortage is a
proklem which has been recurring over
a long number of years. I remember
that a few vears ago very precious
hard currency had te e spent on soya
bean oil from Canada. Last year we
were supposed to have had a surplus
of crude oil and refined oil, and sup-
slies were shipped to the West Indies
as surplus oil. I recall that at the time
when that matter was being discussed
someone queried whether it would
affect the oil situation in this Celony,

and we were told it would not. We
were told that the expert of oil last

year would not in any way affect the
quantitics available this year. I do not
know why the oil was exported laat
year. Perhaps one reason may have
hecn thal we did not have enough co i~
tainers for the crude oil and refined
oil being produced in the Colony.
While we are running from one place

to another attempting to solve this
recurrent problem of il shortage
it seems to me that unles
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we get down to the root of
the proklems we will never be able

to solve it. It is a questisn of produc~
tion of an adequate supply of coconuts.
I know that a few weeks ago a cam~
paign was launched to grow more
coconuts, but I do not know whether
that campaign will be successful in view
of the nature of land holdings in this
Colony.

In the report on the cdconut
situation  which  was  wriften by
the  Agricultural Economist  some
time ago we find that most
of the coconuts produced in- this
Colony are grown on large  es-

tates, and we have to depend upon the
owners of these estates for supplies of
copra er cocenuts from which crude
¢il is made. The result is that if at
any time those individuals holding
those large estates decide to demand
excessive prices, all they have to do is
simply to refrain from picking the
nuts, and there is a shortage of copra
and oil in the Colony. That has beéi
happening all the time. In Myr. Fer.
rer’s report on the c¢oconul situatien
it is clearly stated that if all the
coconuts were gathercd frem the trees
in this Colony we would have enocugh
nuts to supply us with all the eil we
need. Apparently, the large ceconut
producers in this Colony, for one reason
er another, are not picking the
nuts. Some of them are saying that
it is too costly—labour costs have gone
up very greatly—and consequently
they are not worrying with the nuts;
they prefer to leave the estates akan-
dened.

We are in this desperate plight
of having to depend on these large
producery simply because in this
Colony, as a whole. we do not find the
small peasants producing any appre-
c¢iable quantity of coconuts. If we
make a tour of this Colony we would
find, generally speaking, that people
do not go in for coconut cultivation
because they are afraid that if they
put coconut trees en land of which
they are tenants on short-term leases,
when the time ecomes for giving up
their tenancy they would also have to
give up the cocenut tress they planted
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on the land. It is unfortunate, I think,
that we have not got legislation in
this Colony to give compensation for
improvement of the land. 1 think I
am correet in saying that English
legislation provides for such compensa-
tion, and I think Government Shou}d
consider that question very seriously
because nobody would plant coconuts
unless they are certain that they
would not have to give up the land
shortly afterwards or that they would
be properly compensated for the trees.

As 1 see it, the question of land
veform is a matter of vital necessity
in this Colony. Until we can get farm-
ers owning their own land or getting
guch long-term leases as would movre
or less guarantee them holdings in per-
petnity, we would not be able to solve
this coconut oil shortage. T do hope
Government would look into this mat-
ter very shortly—the whele question
of land-holding in this Colony. 1f
anyone visits the Essequibo Coast he
would find that in such a big area of
the Colony with the exception of Pom-
eyoon where there are some large
estates, nearly wall the peasant farm-
ers plant rice and the reason why
they do not go in for coconut cultiva-
tion is because they do not have any
teal security as regards the land.

I have listened to the remarks of
the Financial Seeretary and Treasurer,
and there is ne doubt that a great
deal of what he hassaidistrue. I myself
have sat on the Committee which was
examining the copra situation, and it
is true that more oil can be extracted
from copra, and in the long run we
would get not only more oil if it went
through proper extraction in the large
mills, but we would also get what is
known as copra meal which would help
te give pig rearers a more Balanced
diet for their pigs. That argument
sounds very good on paper, but when
we examine the situation as it stands
today we still have to ask why is it
that we cannot get enough refined oil
and are also not getting copra meal.
1f the people are not purchasing the
copra to produce enough refined oil or
copra meal, then it means that they
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are producing crude oil. But there
again there is a bottleneck, since they
are not even producing the cruse oil
properly. Some  solution has to be
tound for this problem, however,

I can see some difficuluy arvising
from this motion as it stands, because
the hon. the Financial Secretary and
freasurer might say that if we de-
control the price of erude oil then no
one weuld want to make any copra,
sut if we follow the argumeznt a little
further we would find that the per-
centage which is now allowed on copra——
making is still very high so that those
people who want to produce il can still
do so at a profit. But, looking at the
picture completely, it doss appear that
the coconut producers do not want to
sell their nuts or to make either erude
oil or copra. That, apparently, is the
situation at the wressnt time. If
they were giving their nuts for the
making of either crude oil or eopra.
we would not have had this oil short-
age at the pressnt time. How are we
fo meet this urgent and pressing prob-
lem? There are two ways; one is to
produce more coconuts, but we canuot
do so overnight. Can we go und pick
the coconuts from the trees? 1 do not
know if Government would wani to re-
gquisition the plantations, telling the
owners that they want the nuts and
would pay for picking them because
we want crude oil. I do not think
Government would do anything like
that in this Colony; they would pre~
fer to let the nuts stay on the trees.

) There seems to be only e solu-
tion to this problem, and that is to
decontrol the price of erude oil and let
the people pay what they want for it
Government would have to give the
producers a higher mrice or take over
the estates and pay for the picking of
the nuts.  That is a possiele solution
alse. but I know  from the way Gov-
ernment  operates in this Colony tha
this latter coarse would not be adopted
and that is why 1 am supporting the
motion. 1 feel that that is the only other
way  we can solve the problem at this
moment. We  ecannot afford to import
oil because there is a shortage through-
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out the world and if we have to import
we would, no doubt, Have to pay hard
currency for it-——soyva bean oil from
Canada.

Reference has been made to the

poor extraction of copra meal and
of refined @il from copra, and

that is the reason why it is being felt
that the coconut producers should ceti-
vert their nuts into copra. It is also
being said that the people who are
making crude oil now are making it
net so much for the profit which they
derive from the oil as such, but for
{he remains which are left and which
are used for feeding wigs. In other
words, the argument was put forward
that it is not profitable to make crude
oil, but that the profit is iy the by-
products which are used for feeding
pigs since the profit is really in the
pigs. It has also been said that the by-
products have too great an vil content
and, consecuently, do not form a
balanced food for the pigs. On the
other hand, it i¢ said the copra, when
mixed with other foods, makes a
balanced diet for the pigs if it can be
had.

I have had to go to the Contreller
of Supplies recently and make vepre-
sentatiens on behalf of some people at
Beterverwagting and Plaisance. These
people have to leave their hemes at 4
o’clock in the morning and travel to the
City and get in a queue in order to buy
feed for theiwr pigs. The situation has
ieselved ifself inte one of survival of
the fittest~the strongest remain in
line aud the weakest fall sy the way-
side. Even then,
line can only #et a quarter bhag per
week. If we areto look at the economics
of the pig rearer. we must ask ourselves
whether in the long run it is not more
profitable for him to convert his nuis
or copra into pig feed rather than
having to leave his home at 4 a.m. and
ceme to the Control Board and
waste a whole day In order to get a
guarter bag of stuff to go back and
feed his pigs.

those who remain in
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Many of the suggestions made appear
to be oguite feasible, but when we
examine the practical side and see in
what ray these controls and these
policies are going to operate we find
all kinds of difficulties. T know that
this problem is a very difficult #ne but,
as T have said before, I think the hon.
Member's motion seeks to find a solu-
tion to it and T fesl that it is going
to help in some measure. I do hope
that hon. Members will support this
motion as it stands.

Mr. FERNANDES: If I thought
for one moment that the decontrol of
coconuts and crude oil would solve the
pro®lem we have before us I would
support the metion wholeheartedly, but
I can assure hon. Members eof this
Counecil that it would do no such thing
bhecause crude oil is not the only oil on
the market. We have edible oil and
crude oil, and to decontrol one without
decontrolling the other is going to lead
up to a situation in which everyone
who can  get his hand on edible oil
would mix it with crude oil and causs
it to fall below the standard of refined
oil, and then he would market it ar
whatever price he chosses to charge.
Then the little bit of edille oil on the
market would gradually disappear and
the whole thing would be tantamount
to decontrol.

I intend to deal with the question
of control and decontrol under item 4
on the Order Paper. I would like to say
that the headache we are facing today
is one we would have to face for a long

time to come except Government
realises now that there are certain

items produced in British Guiana which
are not only badly needed for our own
csonsumption sut which carry an un-
limited export market at the moment
and are likely to do so for a long time,
I have said in this Council in and out
of season that the Department of
Agriculture should concentrate its ef-
forts on those articles which we knew
can be produced economically in this
Colony and of which coconuts happen
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to e one. lustead of that what do we
find? We gee nice pictures in the news-
papers about 7-hand bunches of bananas,
and then we read on the other side that
an export duty has been put on so that
the price, when one is ready to ship,
would not be what he had hoped for. It
might be good for us to encourage the
production of bananas in British Guians
but, first and foremost, we must con-
centrate on those articles which we
need for our own consumption today

and  which  we would need moreso
if  war comes along. At present
we arve getting from abyoad some

margaring and soap and so on whicn
we would not be able to get in case of
war. The present situation makes us
realise that if the Department of Agri-
culture had conecentrated on the pro-
duetion of coconuts five or 10 years
ago we would have been better off
today.

We need very badly all the things
we can produee in order to be able to
inerease our exports and thereby im-
preve our economic position. I think
every Member of this Council knows
that the export price of copra is at the
moment tremendous in cowparison to
the local price, therefore every addition-
al pound of copra we can produce over
and above what we need for our own
requirements would raise the level and
the value of our coconuts. 1 would like
to see British Guiana in the not too
distant future exporting large quantities
of eoconuts and other products—sugar,
rice, beef and evervithing else. We ave
increasing our exports in rice and sugar,
and if the Department of Agriculture
would concentrate on all these items I
am sure that the $308,000 a vear that
the taxpayers ave being called upon to
pay for this Department would give
better returns to the Colony than wha?
we are getting at present. I am bound
to oppose this motion because, as I have
already remarked, 1 do not think it
wounld solve the problem in question but
rather make it worse. [ will reserve my
other remarks with regard to control

4ty Juvry, 1951,

Crude Oil & Coconufs 3362
and decontirel until we get to item 4 on
the Order Paper,

Mr. GAJRAJ: The first clause in
the wreamble to this motion states what
is a fact — that there is an acute

shortage of cooking oil in the Colom)
and that this shortage would be in-
tensified by the rainy weather. The

purpose of the hon. Movar's motion, as
I see it, is to provide some solution for
this problem—a problem which he has
referred to in his opening remarks as
a crisis so far as oil needed for cooking
purposes ly the people of this Colony
is concerned. I am not convinced, how=
ever. that the opinion expressed in the
second preamble te the motion is correct.
That is, that if the price of coconuts
and erude oil is decontrolled there would
be such an increase in the guantity of
dried nuts picked and such an increase
in the quantity of crude oil manu-
factured, that that alone would solve
the proklem with which we ave faced
at the present time.

I have been making enquiries
of my own and T have found that
whatever we do we would be faced

in this country——in the same way as
wpeople in other parts of the world are
faced-—with a shortage of oil and oif-
products. We have had it frem the hon.
Member for Georgetown Central in his
speech just now, that we cannot hope
to import edible oil into this country
beecause there is also a shortage of that
commodity in other parts of the world.
If we lay the blame on control or to the
low price fixed by the Controller for
coconuts—-saying that is the reason why
we are short of oil at this time-—the
same charge should he laid against
those responsible in other countries
where thev produce oil and where there
is also a shortage. As a matter of fact.
there 1s a world shortage of oil and
that is why we find that conferences
were held in the West Indian islands
and other places whereby the quantity
available ¢ould be properly allocated to
the Colonies concernad.

I have been told by people whe own
coconut irees, some in small numbers






jon——Diecontrol of
ment should give us all the oll we need.
Our main trouble s not, as has been
~said, the guestion of price

we do not have -a sufficient supply of
dried nutg on our piamanmw at the
- moment to give us all the oil we need
1 am unable to support the motion

16 help everyone cin this country fo
make more oil available for the gen~
eral population, but it seems at the

moment that we are up against sather

& thick wall I trust, ‘however, that
 Committee which is !
ving into the matter will be able to

mmﬁ‘ iram It is th
ufat wiw:fa@tmn

ure h;w i)fﬁ(m

Ling Sih@@l ehihzwm and thez’

Cin thé ﬁayza to mme

1 wish to commend the hon. Mem"‘“ 1
“ber for his mg}fame and a}ert,rw%s in o

trying to see that something is done
to improve the situation, but I am not
d}iuga*hefsur that his way out of the
_situation is the happiest one. My fear
s, that by éeumﬁ*ﬁimxg the price of
coconuts and crude oil we

the long run, might prove to be more
disastrous than that with which we are
aow - faced. 1 orefer o the evil of
blackmarketing, because when people
know that they are free from econtvol
they will hang on to: theilr nuts and

sell only to those who are prepared to

sirii ;,mmf 1%1 ,

It is. that

oment o

“but T do express my fdeep concern and trying to do,

‘my hope that something can be done

.at present’

f@zward wesmmmdaﬁmm to Gw«

- two  particular

o Jast year's

e - whmh {ollowed the ﬁ{ﬁ){}&
“of coconuts picked
flooded out of the

Degmrtw ~
, bugy
< few  weeks em ourag-

enly economic alternative was
~it, and I do not think that G
~can- be fairly criticised
'agx’eed to permit -the exp

“we must oalso, to a certain extent,
wonld ereate

another serious evil which, probably in

People . would
like
with them, and the middlemen wwuld -
come in :«md make }arge profits’ ‘

1 heartily

pay the hzgheﬂ‘d price,
have. coconuts to do what they

coramend  the Déz)&fh
Agriculture for what it is
and ‘1 hope that in the
long run we will find that its wisdom
has been very ‘'much justified by the

- fact that in process of time the possi-
pility of 4 -i%mrmge Wiﬁ bhe very mr

renioved.,

fIiL" SOLONIAL SF&RFT&R’& My
’n“‘i Parkinson, 0.B.E., Acting): I
thm‘k most of the rmaln points hive

been thoroughly discussed in the cotrse

of this debate, but there are one ot
Gbs’e?wfzom I ::«hmxki ‘
e to make. ~First of all, veference
hm'b@n made by several speakers to
surplos of oil, a quantity of
’{ ‘think tii: is gm«'

v»hxr:h W&a; nxp@r*e&

{%i" @me ammm} <<m{htm
‘T’h»z‘ number
up A‘f’( v being
bush  where they
would otherwise have rotted, was vastly
in excess of the usual coeonut harvest,
and as a result the quantity of oil
which came on to the market was also

vastly in excess of the usual amount,
~and ‘also in excess of the derand %nw

ctunately, it was not possible
this surplus oil because drums
not available to do that, theref

which would not in any :
been available to alleviate the ah@m&gw

this year,

Whﬂ{s the floods imﬁym&i pm«
duced a surplus of coconuts and oil
blame
the floods for the shortage, the parti-
cularly: deute shovtage, of coeonuts and
oil this year. T say “particularly acute,”
because the figuves: with respeet to the
production of copra ‘and evude . oil show
that there always 15 a seasonal short-
age about this time of the year-—in
April, May and June, and particularly
in June—a shortage due, T understand,
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partly to the fact that farmers are
Rusy planting rice at this time, and
partly to the rains. This year the
shortage was aggravated by lhe after-
math of the floods which affected the
harvest in any case. I do not think
we can underestimate the influence of
the forces of Nature in bringing about
this shortage, and I do not think it
can be cured in any way by juggling
with the price of coconuts, crude oil
or copra. That there is a shortage no
one can deny, but on the facts this
vear it was really unavoidable.

The hon. Member for Central
Demerara (Dr. Jagan) said that the
coconut producers did not appear to
e selling their coconuts either to the
crude oil makers or ts the copra pro-
ducers.  Well, it seems to me that
one way of bringing the coconuts back
on to the market would be to diswose
of this motien as auickly as possible
because, as long as there is a motion
before this Council recommending the
removal of price control, it seems to
me highly prebable that the coconut
producer is going to hold on to his
coconuts in the hope of getting a higher
price.

The important basic question of
copra against crude oil has been faiv-
ly thoroughly discussed, I think. It
certainly is the policy of Government
to encourage the production of copra
rather than crude oil, because it is un-
doubtedly more efficient. I understand
that in Jamaica the produetion of crude
oil is prohibited entirely. and that in
Trinidad it is in effect prohibited. I
appreciate the difficulties referred to
by the hon. Member for Central Dem-
erara about the supmly of copra meal
which is essential because, if there is
no “cuss~cuss” to feed to the pigs there
must be ‘some alternative feed, Sup-
plies of copra meal have been short.
That is very largely the result of the
gcneral shortage of cocenuts. But the
Committee which is at present con-
. sidering the organization of the coco-
nut industry and its various branches,
has given special consideration to this
guestion. The Cemmittee, 1  think,
met a deputation of crude oil makers
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and discussed the problem with them,
and it has made the practical sugges-
tion that the Department of Agricul-
ture, 1n co-operation with the Controll-
er of Supplies and Prices, should guar- -
antee to supply to any crude oil pro-
ducer who manufactures copra, and
who maintains pigs, the equivalent in
copra meal for the copra he supplies.
In other words, he would e guaran-
teed his pig feed supply, and it seems
to me that that is a constructive and
practical suggestion. Of course, unless
they get the copra they cannot get
the copra meal from which to make the
pig feed, and it is something of a
vicious circle.

1 would only say in conclusion that
this is an extremely complex and diffi-

cult problem. There are so many
erauches—cocenuts, crude oil, copra,

edible oil, copra meal, margarine and
soap-——which are all affected, and it is
very difficult to tell what the results
are going to bhe throughout those
various branches, of any actien we may
take with regard to a specific commo-
dity. If we lift the price here we
may have results we do not expect
somewhere else in the other branches,
and if we lift control in one place
we may prcbably have to lift it right
through, or else we may upset the
whole balance of the industry. This
we have alrcady expervienced in the
past. Col. Spencer investigated this
industry very thoroughly while he was
here, and on ene occasion a recommen-
dation was made and accspted-—an al-
teration of the price which produced
results quite un:sxpected, and we had
to restore the status quo.

Because of the complexity of the
proklem I submit that it is most desir-
able to consider it comprehensively and
gradually in detail, which is exactly
what the Committee is doing at the
moment. I hope that that Committez
will be abkle to expedite its work and
reach early conclusions which will be
put forward as recommendations for
a long-term wolicy, which I hope will
result in our being able to avoid the
sort of shortage with which we are
faced teday, and abeut which I do not
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think we can hope to do very much in
the immediate- future, although 1 un-
~derstand from the Depariment of Agri-
culture that fairly soon we may éxmpect
the situation to right itself,  becausc
there will- be more coconuts ripening
on the trees, apart from any question
of price.

should leave it
that we should

I' do urge that we
to the Committee, and
be very careful - indeed about = recom-
mending any changes here and  now
which may have quite unexpected results
con - the  different branches  of the
industry. “As the hon. Mover is well
‘aware, he was ‘himself urging not long
ago that  price control should be ve-
moved, and it was removed, but with-
in two or three weeks we had to put
it dack again. I am afraid, therefore,
that T must oppose this motion, and 1
suggest to the Council that we await
the recommendations of the represent-
ative Committee which has been  con-
sidering  this problem, ag it must be
considered - comprehensively and in de-
tail.

the  moment.

Dr. SINGH: We know that there
“is a shortage of oil at the present
time, and one section of the commun-
ity who do not use lard, or anything
containing lard, ave very uneasy awout
the whole situation, beecause they only
ase edible oil or ghee, which is very
expensive at the present time. 1 know
it is a very big problem, and if we de~ =
control the price of crude.oil and- ¢oco-
nuts  we must decontrol the price of
edible oil ‘as well If those three items
were - decontrolled the  position  would
be that the hucksters would have the
whole show,  because they ave buying
coconuts. at about & cents each, cand
although there mayv be some under-
standing  between the miller and the
coconut grower the huekster will al-
ways be in the position of being able
to offer something more to the coco-
nut grower for his ecoconuts.  That is
where the gnag comes in, As I see if,
the only thing Government can decon-
trol is  the price of - erude coconut oil
I was a miember of the Committee
that congidered this oil question, and T

dtH Ju

seriousness of the
“There can be no doubt whatever. that
the —situation is serious.

R 1 7{5

pointed ‘out then that the snag was the
erude coconut oil. - This shortage of
edible oil has been sccurring too often,
and as the hon. the Colonial Secretary
has said, - I hope ‘the Sub-Uommitfee
will go into all phases of the qu
and recommend some method
venting any  further shortage.
section of the .community is af
very seriously because of its vel

Mr, MACNIE: I am seryy I could
not be here when the hon. Mover in-
troduced the motion now under discus-
gion, 1 am sorry because 1 was born
amongst coconuts, and T have grown up
amongst them. I am sorry because,
for a. good many years, I have had ex-
perience in this difficult business of
control of coconuts in this Colony. 1
am yet to b2 convinead that the solu-
tion to -this problem is to deconirol
the price of covonuts and crude oil. 1
am in -entire agreement . with those
speakers who have questioned the wis-
dom of such action; and T feel that it
would only make the present very
serious situation worse than it is at
At the same time 1 do
feel that the hon. Mover of the motion
is to be commended for having brought
it before the Council and ventilated the
present - situation.

M+ BEBIDIN: Once again, with-
in a matter of a week, I have to ¢om-
‘ment on the fact that Members of this
Couneil have  argued away  from a
very simple issue. The issue here is not
the permanent decontrol of the prices of
coconuts and crude oil. The issue is the
removal of control for a short period
g0 as to allow the market to be
kept open - for  the  producers of
coconuts to be able to sell ‘at a price
at whieh the ¢rude oil makers would be

able to purchase from them. If the
crude oil makers have to purchase
coconuts at  $25 per 1,000,  which s

roughly the price of copra {foday, they :
would be faced with . the difficulty
that they would not bz akle to make any
profit - if they ‘have to se'l their crude
sil at $1.28 per gallon, If they have to
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1mposs1¥ulc All that the

, nth the quewtmn of cuntlol and that m\f
motion should be congidered in the gen-
eral questlon of the removal of controls,

 but when ene examines 1t one sees the
insincerity of that line of arsument.

Here is a motion asking that a Cem-
mittee be appointed to go into the whole
queetlon of centrels in the Colony.  God
‘help us if the people of the(*olony are

 to await the results of that investigation.

It is a tremendous subgwt ‘When would
such a (,ommuttee be alble to report se as
_te eave the situation that exists today ?

- How sad it is to hear that line of argu-
~_ment used to get out of a debate!
- other axgument is that the producers of
o crude oil would mix it with Frysl. Agdm

',my mte!hgence ‘has Meen insulted.

"he price of crude oil is left at $1. ‘?8
gallon wauldn’t that be a greatei

mcentlve to the producers of crude. 011

. te mix it with Fryol and indulge

, blackmmketmgr 2 L challenge: the hon
' Membez to say thdt if the price of crude

oil was raised a little that the makers -

would want tc mnc it wﬂth Fryol

Mr FP R’\TANDI*S Thdt V\as not

the a.z“gument 1 used because if any per-

son. dttempted to mix one Wlth the other
’ne ceuld be pm%ecuted;dnd ‘convicted
~under the law, because the mixture
wcmld not be up to standard .

Mr{DFBIDIN"Iam ﬂadthehon
' akme,r an effort to get out
ious point he nmd . With

s‘, that the puce Of €OCo> "

 claimed that a crude eil maker
~ take 1,800 coconuts out of a pcol of
2 000 nuts and manufacture more crude

An~'~accepted by the Committee.

’percentage of 011 is also Iost in the .

.Elt ‘has to be baked in an

~ent ‘time.
trees .and, as a matter'ot fact, some -
producem are (mly using = the - fallen
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ce of u*ude ull fixed at $1 8 pe“

i :gallin today there is a greater urge or
possiwility of blackmarketing by elend-
I hav;{’n‘f

ing crude eil with refined oil.
gone into: this “whole situation very -
thotoughly - within ' recent tfimes, so

thoroughly that I accompanied a dewpu-
- tation to the Sub-Committee which is

now sitting, and we were able to out-
peint them in. discussion and argument;

;“so much so that we had the complete
. @ympathy of the memiberq

I do not
~ know whether the challenge thch wm ‘
put forward will be accepted sut it was
would

~oil frem those nuts than a copra miller
would e able to-make frem the remain-

ing 1,008 coconuts if they were mnvezt

ed into copra. The cepra mills have

“make crude oil before edible il is pru-y '
duced.

Beth the crude oil maker and
the copra miller make crude oil first,
That is something which some hon.

~ Memberb do not appreclate

A pomt whxch %hculd also bc bome

~in mind is that in convertlng erude oil
kmto edikle oil 10 per cent. of the oil

is lost in the precess. That has been

A certain

present W eathex lt Lannot be

portun of the oil is Imked . t of thu :
copra. - This causes the evens to be

Ufz}led with eil and they frequently flare !

up. That has just taken‘ mplace at Cove
and John, and it happens very frequently.
One! hen. Member speaks

‘Member dees not know the sub}eet or
what +he is talking about. - I know that

there are hundreds of thous&nds of

nuts waiting to be picked at Lhe pres-
Some are fdl}mg oﬁ" the

nuts. I am‘in a coconut district every

i'w dnd I see. the tree% as I pass. Mam

about: the
question of there not weing a sufficiency
of dried nuts; Wut I think that hon.
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for their nuts, but if the price is raised duty to the people and the vesponsi-

and the manufaeturers of coconut oil
left to go and buy them at a fixed
price--not the price fixed by Govern-
ment—ithere would he a distinet im-
provement in the situation. AY pres-
ent, the producer is getting §25 per
thousand for hig nuts from people who
buy to make copra: Would they sell at
$18 per thousand to people who want

to make crude oil? That is why this
motion has been brought —so that

people would be able to compete with the
copra producers. It is felt that 50,000

gallons  of crude oil ceuld be made
per week if the motion iz adopted.
The hon. Member for Demerara-
Essequibo  spoke sympathetically at
first abont a certain sectien of the
community and I think he was so

its welfare that, accord-
ing fo one hearer, he has thrown the
hucket down and spilled the o'l. What
he should see and tell this Council is
that a seetion of the cemmunity is
using ecrude oil but cannot get it at
the present time, because the mills
do unot sell their erude oil. They con-
tinue their operations and go right
through from copra to refined oil. The
people in the rural districts depend on
the erude oil made by erude oil manu-
facturers, firstly because it is cheaper
and, secondly, because it iz Dbetter.
Only today 1 read in tbe newspapers
that the cost-of-living of the people in
the country districts has gone up and
is higher than that of the people in
Georgetown. Yet the hon. Member
for Demerara-Esseguibo  does not
think that these people should get a
chance. On  Tuesdav last 1 was at
Mahaica. and later in the week 1 went
to Enmorve and Non Paveil where I had
very large meetings with the people.
Amone  the things we discussed was
this oil situation. Quite recently the
Orderly at the Law Courts ran dp to
me and said: “8ir, T %know that vou
have iafluence in a certain place; can
vou bhelp me to wet a bottle of edible
0il?  The situation is serious.”

solicitous of

T have given all these instances in
order to show how serious and urgent
this motion really is. 1 have done my

bility now rests entirely with this
Council. As [ have said before, the day
of reckonming is coming certainly
coming, We regard this Couneil ax a large
Committee after all-—a large Commit-
tee which should tackle this question—
and we also realize from the speech of
the Financial Secretary and Treasurver
that it is the intention of Govern-
ment to run  the manufacturers of
crude oil out of business-—241 of them
The hon. Nominated Member. M+ Roth,
referred to the Treasurer’s speech as
Being a lueid one, but it is only lueid
so far as Government is concerned.
Recently we saw published a long list
of public health requirements, which
would make it impossible for these
peonle to ecarry on with their present
mills which cost between $1,000 and
$2,000 each. This step was designed
especially o run the mills out of opera-
tion and. finally, Governm:nt has now
increased the price of copra, while the
price of Fryol has also been inereased

frem 31.60 to $1.81 wer galion—leay-
ing erude oil at $1.28 per gallon.

What have the manufacturers of
crude oil done ? They sent through me
a deputation to the Colonial Secretary
asking for assistance, but what did we
fird? The Colonial Secretary said that
a Committee would sit and report on
this serious question but, as 1 have
said before, it was a meve discussion
and it was useless to ask that Commit~
tee to take care of our case. That
Committee is comprised of members
who would report in favour of the mills
in Georgetown. From the discussion
it was patently clear that the crude oil
makers could not hope for one iota of
sympathy or assistance from that Com-
mittes. Therefore, I took the surc step
of coming to this Council-—io men of
the world on whom the responsibility
for this Government rests—but what
are they doing. 1 am suggesting a
simple, temporary measure to see how
it would work. Blackmarketling bhas
been going on before, but it is worse
now because the situation is unsolved.
1f the coconut producers are allowed to
sell at a better price, the very manu-
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facturers of erude oil would help them
to find mickers for the nuts. But that
is only one side of the picture.

The hon. the Finaicial Secretary
and Treasurer spoke about the control
of nuts and gave figures from the Con-
treller of Supplies aad also from the
Journal of the Department of Agricul-
ture, but those are wide figures. 1
repeat that 241 families must go out
of existence if conditions are allowed
te remain as they are. What is the
dictum? We are telling the weople:
“Don’t go into the industry,” but how
can we expect to drive them out when
they have been in it for the last 46
vears or more. A certain man came
back from the first World War and
started an industry which has been
going well for over 30 years, and every
drum of oil he makes helps his peonle
to maintain seme 30 er 40 pigs. He
makes an average of ftwo drums per
day-

It was pointed out before the Com-
mittee that a certain plantation had
taken up pig-rearing recently, but had
to close down Wecause they could not
carry on successfully. There was also
a large industry being carried on in
the Demerara River district by a group
of people, lut the Cempany decidcd
that it could net carry on pig-rearing
any longer owing to the high cost ef
materials and foodstuff. The hon. the
Financial Secretary: aund ‘l'veasurer
ought to have told us about that. Fer
seme 40 years the people to whom I
have referred were carrying on success~
fully and making a livelihood by manu-
facturing crude oil and rearing pigs
and poultry- This metion would not
assist them alone; it is designed to
assist the peor man in general, but
again I shall see if the poor man’s
voice will be ignored in this Council.
If it is being urged that this is a cem-
plex question then, fer God’s sake, give
us a temporary measure whereby the
price of the nuts from which crude oilis
made would be increased, and in that
case there would e ne black-marketing
as exists at present. These poor peo-
ple have nothing to eat—the residents
in the districts to which 1 have already
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referred—and if tha pricz of the nuts and
the crude oil is increased they would
find people to pick the nuts. Even if
they pay $27 per thousand fer the nuts
they could sell the crude oil at 36¢ per
gallon although people are now selling
it at 48¢ per gallon. The fate of the
crude oil manufacturers—24! families
-—ig in the hands of this Council- They
cannot get any crude oil. and Bookers
are taking 80 per cent. of the copra
meal. The Financial Secvetary and
Treasurer is getting 28 per cent. and
perhaps that is the reason why he has
taken this stand.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1
do not think the hen. Memler can in-
sinuate anything improper against any
Member of this Council. I think the
hen. Member should withdraw it.

Mr. DEBIDIN: T did not intend to
insinuate anything against the Financial
Secretary or anyone else.

The PRESIBENT: I take it that
the hon. Member is withdrawing the
statement.

Mr. DEBIPIN: I am withdrawing
the insinuation, but I have made a state.
ment which T read and that is that the
Financial Secretarv— according to my
information—-is getting 26 wer cent. of
the copra meal while Bookers arce getting
80 per cent. and that is the reason why
these poor weeple cannot get any.

Mr. WIGHT: To a point of explaa-
atien: As regards the remark that the
hon. the Financial Secretary is efptaining
20 per cent. of the copra meal, no doubt it
is being stressed because there is a
crewd in the gallery but I want te say
that it is absolutely incorrect. The
Financial Secretary and Treasurer, to
my knowledge, is not the owner of any
estate, nor is he interested in pig-rearing
as the hon. Member suggests. He
might be interested as a shareholder in
a company knewn as Messrs. Gladys
Hicken, Ltd., sut so far as I know he
is net in any way interested in pig-
rearing.,
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. Dr. SINGH: Now that the hon,
Member for Eastern Demerara has had
his say, I would just like to point out
that he has missed my point,

The PRESIDENT: The discussion
is finished, T will put the motion to the
vote.

Motion put, the Council dividing and
voting as follows 1—

For: Dr. Jagan, Mr. Debidin and
Dr. Singh-3.

Against: Messrs, Macnie, Bobb, Gaj

raj, Peters, Fernandes, Cosghlan, Far-
num, Ferreira, Roth, Dr. Nicholson,
Wight, the Iinancial Secretary and

Treasurer, the Attorney-General and the
Colonial Secretary-14,

Motion lost.

GRANT TO FARQUHARSON
EXHIBITIONER

My, FERNANDES: At this stage I
crave your indulgence, Sir, to move the
sugpension of the Standing Rules and
Orders to enable me to move a very
simple motion. It sheuld not take more
than 15 minutes or thereabout and if
we do not take it before the vecess of
this Couneil it would be of no use in
meeting the situation we desire to meet.
The motion reads :——

“WHERFEAS Yvonne Eastman, a student

of Bishop’s High School has been awarded
a Farguharsen Memorial Exhibitien at the
University College of the West Indies;

“AND WHEREAS she is unable te accept
it without financial assistance from Gov-~
ernment;

“BE IT KESOLVED that this
recommend to Government the granting
#f the necessarv financial assistance hv
way of a grant or a loan and a grant.”

Ceuvncil

Mr. FERREIRA: T beg to second
the motion.

Moticn put and agreed to.
and Ovrders

Standing Rules

pended.
Mr. FERNANDES: It is with greai
pledsure that 1 move the motion I have

Bus=
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just vead. It is very simple. This young
lady attends the Bishops’ High School
for Girls and is a very fine student
with an excellent character. At an open
competition she was awarded the Far-
guharson Memorial Exhibition tenable
at the University College of ihe West
indies. This Exhibition is worth £75—
not a very big sum, but I think it i3
something we should all be grateful for
because it has come to one of our girls.
The letter from the University says that
for 3 years this young lady would re-
quire $3660 a year, therefore there is a
difference of £185. 1 propesed asking
Government to vete the whole of the
balance because that would have heen
reasonable, but if this Council can see
its way to vote £75, making the total
£150 T propose te raise the balance in
erder to enable this young lady fo
benefit from the award of the exhibi-
tion.

The way in which T propose to raise
the balance is to ask the Principal of
the College who is represented in this
Colony by Mr. Thompson of the Extra

Mural Depavtment and who. by the
way, is anxious that the young lady

should take advantage of the award,
to recommend that she be given at
least £50 a year out of fhe funds
recently donated by Messyrs, Wieting &
Richter, Ltd., of this Colony for
purposes such as this. Asg regards
the Dbalance, I propese to  ¢ontri-
bute it mivself because when one is
appearing on behalf of a oerson like
this he must be prepared to contri~
bute himself. Therefere, I am asking
hon. Members to recommend today that
Government give a grant of £75 a year,
for three years, to this young lady.
When T gave notice of this motion 1
intended to ask foragrantof £75anda
loan of the balance which T would have
been prepared to sign as surety for,
but T have since changed my mind, I
am therefore going to ask the Council’s
vermission to delete the words following
the word “grant” in the resolve clause
of the motion and to substitute therefor
the words “of a sum equivalent to the
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the value of the Fargquharson Memorial
Exhibition to assist Miss Eastman to
preceed to the University College of the
West Indies.” In other words, the grant
would e equivalent to the amount which
this young lady has earned by the award
of the Exhibitien.

I know that Government has taken
opportunity to enquire into the young
lady's financial standing and everything
else. She is attending the Bishops’ High
School for Girls and the informatisn as
regards her character, ability and gen
eral manner is sueh, I am sure, as can
stand any kind of scrutiny. Before clos~
ing I should say that the young lady
intends to study Arts—languages—-and
to return to British Guiana at the end
of 8 years and give her services to the
same school, if necessary. Every Mem-
ber of this Council knows that at the
moment there is a shortage of  that
type of teacher and, therefere, a young
lady with that type of ability should do
well, Tt is her intention to return and
give to British Guiana the benefit of
the result of the free tuition she
would get for three yvears at the Uni-
versity College of the West Indies. 1
am sure every hon. Membsr of this
Council would vote for this motion
without a division.

Mr. FERREIRA: In seconding this
motion I would like to commend the
mover for bringing this matter befove
the Council. There can ke no doubt
that it is a deserving cause, and T hope
it will e carried without a division. I
would like to say that there is precedent
for Geovernment helping s brilliant
student and. recently, I think help was
extended hy Government in a similar
case. This motion asks that some finan-
cial assistance be given to a young lady
student who has lived all her life in
this Colony, and I see no objection to it

Dr. NICHOLSON : T rise to support
the motion. The University College in
Jamaica has asked all the Colonial Gov-
ernments to contribute towards a fund
to be used for the purpose of arsisting
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necessitous students, and last year this
Council voted $10,600 in that respech.
It is proposed that from year to year
we will add te that amount, and 1 think
it would e a simple matter to recom-
mend te the Principal of the University
who will administer the Fund, the stu-
dent whum we have in mind for assis-
tance. T would like to say also that the
young lady in question is a very apt
gtudent and the expectations are that
she will win a Guiana Scholarship for
Girls. If she does, then we would be
relieved of the amount we are now being
asked to vote. But, of course, that is
only an *“iron in the fire” We should

rather vote the amount which the
motion requires, and if she wins a

Guiana Scholarship for Girls it weuld
revert te the original fund. 1 support
the motion,

Dr. JAGAN: T too would like to
support this motion, because I fee] that
every opportunity should be given to
people who are bright and deserving te
get sueh qualifications as would enable
them to be of future service to this
country. I was glad to hear from the
hon. Mover of the motion that this yvoung
Iudy aspires to the teaching profession,
and in view ef the faet that we ave
now experiencing a shortage of teachers
for our szcondary schools she might be
able te# fill a valuable place when she
qualifies. While I support this motion. at
the same time I would like Government to
keep this matter in mind as a general
principle. There are many individuals
who are now being awarded exhibitions
and scholarships of varicus kinds bui
kecause of their economic cireumstances
and poor background and so on, some of
them have not been able to avail them:-
selves of the awards,

I think Government will do well
to consider this matter in all its
aspeets and to decide whether such
individuals  should not be given

some help from public funds, espacially
if they are prepared to come back and
give sarvice in their choser fields to
the people of this Colony. T have always
advocated that sne way of meeting the



3581 Motion==Grant to

recurrent shortage of officers in most
of these fields—-professional and othey-
wise——in this Colony, is to provide more
and more scholarships fer local students
with conditions attached to them, = so
that after these. students qualify —with
the help of public funds they would re-
turn  and serve  this country. 1 feel
that that is the only way in which
we are  going: to be able to solve
this problem of shortage of - trained
staff, both in the professional and the
technical field. T have great pleasure in
“supporting the motion.

Mr. WIGHT: In supporting this
motion I would like first of all to remly
to the remarks of the hon. Member for
Central Demerara (Dr. Jagan) and to
assure him that the Scholarship Selec-
tion Committee which comprises certain
Members of  this Council and others,
is"fully aware of the sentiments he has
expressed, and as far as financial com-
mitments permit, is in favour of adopt-
ing the lines indicated by him.

With regard to the particular matter
under discussion I'would like to say that
I was asproached by an unecle of  the
sueccessful candidate, and 1 suggested te

~him that he might approach the Scholar-
ship Selection Committee to see what
assistance, if any, they could  give. 1
“also told him that there was a motion
before the Council which was a wreng
procedure; -but that he  could let 1t ge
ahead. 1 happen to know that certain
relatives of the young lady are perfectly
willing © to assist but, unfortunatel:,
they are not financially in a wosition ‘o
doso.  One happens to be an employee
of the Town Council who, with great
eredit te himself. has risen froma mes-
genger to the post of overseer or time-
keeper. T feel sure that if he could, he
would be willing even to ‘sorrow the
money to assist. - Another relative is a
policeman whom I also know; and T feel
sure that if he were able he wouldassist,
In fact 1 believe he has offered te as-
sist with a very small sum, but not
sufficient to meet the deﬁcit;wl told
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him that were [ in a financial position
to do so I would have put up themoney.

I feel that this is a case whicn
merits some form of assistance  from
Government. I have been privileged to
see a letter from Dr. Taylor, the Prig-
cipal of the University College, in which
he wrote highly of  the young fady’s
achievement, und suggested that every
effort should be made to assist her to
continue her studies, e

it 1s the general wish of Members—-
and it seems that it is—to approve of
this =~ motion = Government - wiil not
oppose it. The young lady, has a very

good tecord, she  has  been  well
reported on by the  Headmistress - of
B.H.S:, and I am satisfied that her

family circumstances are such that even
if she gets this additional assistance
she will have to obtain further assist-
ance to go to the University. There is,
however, as the hon. Membey for Cen-
tral Demerara has pointed out, a gener-
al principle involved, and if  Council
agrees to assistance being given in this
case we will find it difficult not to agree
in all 'other cases where Exhibitions ave
granted in similar  circumstances, and-
to that extent it: may be said - that
the Government would  be exposing
itself © te: fairly  unlimited  lability,
though in practice the number of
Exnibitions won by students in this
Colony is not, I suspose, likelv to be
very large, and will not, I hope, for the
sake of the Financial Secretary, be so,
seeing that our funds are limited at
the mement, ‘ o

Dr. SINGH: While I ag

it-.is rather sudden. It has never ap-
peared on the Order Paper and many
of us were unprepared for it.

My, FERNANDES: It is not sucs
den,’ Tt has appeared in the Minutes
of ~thiz  Council  for more than two
weeks: | There is nething sudden about
it “ S
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Dr. SINGH: 1 feel that it should
have been on the Order Paper,

The PRESIDENT: I think the
hon. Member should have opposed the
motion for the suspension of the Stand-
ing Rules and Orders,

Mr. FERNANDES: I would like
to reply to a few points. 1 expected
this motion te go through without any
unpleasant remarks, sut the hon. Mem-
ber for Western Essequibo has sug-
gested that the procedure is wrong. 1
do net think it is fair to me. 'The hon.
Member for Central Demerara (Dr.
Jagan) said there were a number of
other cases. T can assure him and this
Couneil that no other case has reached
me. On the question of correct procee
dure I may mention that when T was
approached by this young lady and 1
saw the letter from the University Col-
lege T advised her to write the Direc.
tor of Education asking whether he
could help in any manner. The reply
was- “No”. T advised her at the same
time te write the Principal of tha
University College and ask if any help
could he given from that end. The
reply was “No.” In the circumstances I

had no option but to come to this
Council after the hon. Member for

Western Essequibo had failed to take
the matter up on lbehalf of the young
lady.

Mr WIGHT: I must object to
that statement. There is ne question
of failing. When I was approached on
behalf of the young lady I was
informed that the hen. Member had
already been approached and had already
filed his motion. What was the use of
my pugsuing the matter?

Mr. FERNANDES: The hon.
Member failed to take the matter up
with the Schelarship Committee, but
if he was informed that it was already
in my hands and he wanted to help,
I think he could at least have got in
touch with me, or told the young lady
to tell me to get in touch with him,
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and made some recommendation to the
Scholarship Committee, Those of ug
who are green expect to Be helped by
those who know right and wrong pre-
cedure,

‘the bon. the Celonial Secretary
raised the issue of precedent, but
all this Couneil is asked to recommend
is a sum equivalent to the value of the
Exhibition. Surely that is a prineiple
which has been accepted by this Coun-
¢il over and over. In the case of C.I.
& W, Scholarships the Colony pays half.
I de not like the suggestion that sz
wrong procedure has been adopted. 7
have certain rights under the Consti-
tution and I have the right to use
them. The hon. Membar for Demerara-
Essequibo (Dr. Singh) suggested that
it was sudden when I moved the sug-
pension  ef the Standing Rules ang
Orders. The Counecil should have
thrown that motion out and 1 would
have had to bring it again.

The PRESIDENT: 1 would like
o say that nobody brought this case
to my notice. 1 will put the motion.

Mr. LEE: I ask fer a division.

The Council divided and voted :

For: Messrs, Macnie, Bokb, Gajraj,
Fernandes, Coghlan, Farnum, Ferreira,
Wight, Dr, Jagan, Dr. Singh, the Finan-
cial Secretars" and Treasurer, the Attor-
ney-General and the Colonial Secretary
14.

Did not vote: Mr. Lee.
Msetion carried.

FREEHOLD TITLE For SUGAR ESTATES
LESSEES.

Couneil then considered the fellow.
ing motion hy Dr. JAGAN ;.

Whereas sugar estates centrel a total of
171,078 acres of land, 82,285 acres of which
are freehold and 88,873 acres of which are
leasehold at a yearly rental of $4,222.75 or
less than 5 cents per acre;
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And Whereas only about 60,088 acres
vepresent the area actually under cane
cultivation, and about 20,000 acres, the area
being flood-fallewed or rested at any given
time;

And Whereas acreage tax returns indi-
cate that much of the leased land held by
sugar estates arve not beneficially occupied;

And Whereas Guianese farmers have to
pay as much as $7.20 per acre for Govern~
ment lands at Cane Grove, Anna Regina,
etes

And Whereas extra-nuclear houses are
now being built on estate lands wunder
leases with many objectionable features;

Be it resolved that this Council recom-
mend to Gevernment that either the leases
for lands not beneficially sccupied be with-
drawn or the rental be increased to a
figure commensurate with the rate levied

" for other GGovernment lands;

Be it further resolved that this Council
recommend that Gevernment enter nego-
tiations with the Suzgar Producers’ Associa-~
tions with the view of ebtaining f-eecheld
title to estate-owned lands on which extra-
nuclear houses are to he huilt in exchange
for absoluie grants of eguivalent areas of
land now leased,

Dr. JAGAN: The motion deals with
the guestion of land holdings on sugar
estates and also the guestion of house
lots owned by sugar estates. From time
to time in this Council 1 have advoeated
that the people of this Colony
should be provided with lands, and 1
suppose 1 have made that statement so
many times that Members are tired of
hearing it.  Nevertheless the problem
does exist in spite of the fact that the
statement may appear to be redundant,
and it is indeed an acute one. As the
first preamble of my motion indicates,
the sugayr estates control a dfotal of
171,078 acres of land, 82,205 aeres of
which are frechold and 88.873 acres are
leasehold, at a vearly rental of £4,222.75,
or less than 5 cents per acre. This is
indeed a very large holding, but when
one considers that enly a certain portion
of the total area is cultivated one ap-
preciates the fact that this large hold-
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ing of uncultivated land is in some
measure responsible for the lack of pro-
duction in this Colony.

A study of the Venn Commission
Report shows that sugar estates occupy
aout 68,000 acres of land for cane cui-
tivatien in any one year, apart from
which there are about 20,000 acres under
flood fallow, making a total of approxi-
mately 20,000 acres. That is more or
less equivalent te the area which they
have under freehold, but there iz an
enormous area of land, nearly 90,000
acres, most of which is uncultivated. |
have with me the acreage tax returns
for 1950, and with your permission, sir,
1 would like fo give the Council some of
those figures so that Members may get
a true picture of the situation.

With regard fo the total of 171,872
acres mentioned in my motion, I observe
that the figures of the Department of
Lands and Mines are different-—159,14%9
acres. I do not know the reason for the
discrepancy. because the figures in my
motion were given to me in answeg o
questions which 1 asked in this Couneil.
There must be some slip somewhere. Let
us assume that the total given in the
preamble of my motion is eorrect. We
find from the acreage tax returns for
1950, from January to June, that there
were 78,771 acres of land under cane
cultivation. T {ake it that that excludes
flood-fallowed areas. Possibly there has
been an increase sf a few aeres since tha
report of the Venn Comimission was
written. The acreage tax returns aiso
show that for the period January io
June there were 11.859 acres under
mixed ecultivation, while 76,519 acres
were uncultivated. Why such a large
area--—approximately 50 per cent.—
should remain unecultivated on the
coastlands  where there 1z definite
land hunger today? A moment ago
we were discussing the question of
czoconuts. AtTurkeyen there are coconut
vstates which were originally planted by
peasants and subsequently taken away
by the estates. Where there is no
security of tenure people will not go in
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for coconut cultivation or the planting
of permanent crops. That is one reason
why we have the problem of production
in this country.

Every now and then we listen to
message from the Throne or from the
Financial Secretary’s Budget Statement,
that the solution of our economic prob-
lem in this country Is more production,
but I have always contended that the
people cannot produce more unless land
is placed at their disposal. There is a
tremendous acreage uncultivated, bnt
what is being done about it? I submit
that the reason why such a large acreage
remains uncultivated is because land
rentals are too low. In reply to a ques-
tion tabled by me Government stated that
the annual rentals from 88.873 acres of
land amounted to  approximately
$4,222.75— approximately 5 cents per
acre. If sugar e tates have at their dis-
posal large areas of land leased from
Government at the small sum of 5 cents
per acre one can very well appreciate
that such land can be withheld from the
farmers on sugar estates and adjoining
estates, if the estate authorities so de-
sire. I have come to the conclusion that
there must be .ome deliberate plan some-
where to withhold those areas of land
from the farmers.

Not long ago I quoted in this Coun-
cil from the report of the Committee
which was set up in 1943 to study piece
work and other related matters on sugar
estates. Mr. P. W. King was the Chair-
man of that Committee which found that
resident workers were working only 2.1
day per week, and non-resident workers
not more than 3 days per week on sugsar
estate . The Committee’s report was
published in 1944. When the Venn Com:-
mission visited this Colony I ubmitted
to them figures which I culled from the
annual reports of the Labour Depart-
ment, which showed that from 1943 to
1947 approximately 26 acres of rice land
were taken away from people who had
been given those lands for cultivation

n ugar tate , and approximately
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1,000 acre of land for the cultivation

of ground provisions.

It may be asked: what was the
reason for taking away those lands from
the people on sugar estates within that
period of four years? I say that the
answer is given in the report of Mr.
King's Committee in which it is stated
that the resident worker on sugar
estates were finding it more profitabla
to work on their own rice fields, and
that the non-resident workers were also
finding it more profitable to seek em-
ployment outside the ugar estate and
consequently only worked approximately
three days per week on sugar estates. In
order to maintain sugar production by
getting the people to work more than
two or three days per week on the estates
the sugar proprietors decided to take
away the lands which they had placed at
the workers’ disposal for the cultivation
of rice and ground provision . That
seems to be the obviou conclusion—that
the sugar estates were deliberately with-
holding their lands so a to force the
people to work in the cane fields.

My contention is that if the ~ugar
estate proprietor were paying $2 or $3
per acre for land leased from Govern-
ment they would not find it o profitable
to keep nearly 50 per cent. of those
leased lands unoccupied, or to take away
from the estate workers lands which
they had placed at their disposal for the
cultivation of rice and ground provisions.
A few day ago we had the privilege of
seeing in this Council a copy of the lease
in respect of lots to be provided for
workers on . ugar estates for the build-
ing of houses. In the terms of that
lecase there are many objectionable
features. For instance a worker must
not grow coconut trees or any fruit trees
on the plot of land. Right now Govern-
ment is trying to get .chool children to
plant coconut trees in their yards and
everywhere else, while at the same time
thousands of house lot are to be leased
to .ugar e tate wo kers on the ondition
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that they are not to plant coconut trees
or fruit trees on those lots. Another
condition of the lease is that the oc-
cupiers of the house lets are not to keep
cows, sheep or goats. It is true that it
is said that this is being done in the in-
terest of sanitation, but we know that
sanitary gangs are still working in the
villages, and that the Public Health Au-
thorities see to it that the sanitary regu-
lations are carried out. Vet there is no
attempt to prevent the villagers from
growing coconut trees or fruit trees.

What is the object of all those con-
ditions in the lease? One cannot help
coming to the conclusion, the inescapable
conclusion, that the motive behind thig
leagse, with all those objectionable
features and the withholding of sugar
estate land for the cultivation of rice
and ground provisions, iz to deprive
the workers on sugar estates and nen-
resident workers of econemic self-
sufficiency—-to starve them and force
them to work on the sugar estates. If
there is any brake against productien
in this Colony, that is the greatest
brake. When 1 hear vreference to
inereased production and all  that
airy taliic T smile, because T know
that Government has no serious plang
as far as land reform is concerned. This
motion seeks to solve that problem of
huge land holdings—of lands being held
in an uncultivated condition to force
the economy of this country inte the
straight jacket in which it Has been held
for many years.

The tima has come when we must
give the peonle the freedom to choose
whether they would grow coconuts,
plant rice or cultivate ground provisions.
Every now and then we have to go “hat
in hand” and beg the United Kingdom
Government to pay higher prices for our
sugar and to give us long-termn agree-
ments, but one does not find the same
solicitous remresentatisns being made
on behalf of cepra, rice and such othey
products. I hope the time will come
when we will make the same vigorous
representations on behalf of other pro-
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duets as w2 do in the case of sugar,
We must not let ourselves be used in
such a way as to deprive this Colony
of the opportunity to develop a free
economy simply becauvse large areas of
land are being held and kept idle with
such conditions attached fo them that
people are restricted in cultivating what
they would like.

[ had 4o coeerst an amendment to
the second rexcive clause of the motion
and 1 am glad to see that the hon, the
Colonial Secretary appended it to the
maotion, 1 should like to read it now for
the information of hon. Meambers, It
SAYS t—

“Be It Further Reselved ithat this
Couneil recerumend  that  Gevernment
enter negotiatiors with the Sugar Pro-

ducers’ Asseciation with the view of
obtaining {recheld title to estate-swned
lands en which extra-nuclear heuses

are te be built in exchbange for aksolute
grants of equivalent areas of laud new
leased.”

I feel that the majority of hon,
Members will agree with me when 1
say that the leases which these people
have to sign at present for house lots
contain many features which are objec-
tienable. 1 recall one of them which
that no person other than mem-
bers of the family is allowed to visit
or stay within the house lot or the
heuse. 1 do not know whether we are
introducing South African legislation
in this Colony, or whether this is aimed
at people like myself. Te aim at
people like me is one thing, but to put
it in black and white is really a horse
of a different co'our. That is really
coming down to the Seuth African leg-
islation which peosles all over the
world are deploring so wvery much at
present,

Says

I remember that when this iaatter
was  previously discussed Members of
this Couneil expressed agreement with
the idea that the mwcople should own the
Jand on which their houses are built,
That is not anything new, because
when one examines the first report on
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the Ten<Year Development Plan he wiil
find that even the sugar estates were
willing to cede to Government at a very
nominal price some 200 acres of land.
There was what is known in -the report
as a four-estate scheme, the estates be-
ing Sehoon Ord, Versailles, and T think
Wales and another estate. The land
was to be given to Government for ax
little as $1 per acre and Government
was to provide the other necessities——
roads and sanitation—in order that
the people might carry out house build-

ing.

Since the sugar producers were
prepared to enter into such an agree-
ment with Government, I feel that this
motion would not raise any serious
okstacle se far as they are concernet.
I do not remember the tetal number
of acres of land they were pvepared to
hand over, sut I do recall that over
9,000 house lots were provided for in
the repart prepared Ly Dr. tGiglioli and
they were of various sizes. I took the
trouble to add up all these small areas
in order to find out the total involved,
and if I remember rightly, I submitted
to the Venn Cemmission a total in the

- vicinity of 12,000 acres.

This motion seeks to ask Govera-
ment to enter into negotiations with
the Sugar Producers’ Association and
see whether it is pessible to give in
return for freeheld title all those lands
which they are now preparing for house
lots—lands which are being leased to
the sugar producers—so that the people
who build houses on them would have
the right either to murchase outright
from Government or to be givan the
lots as a grant by Government. I be-
lieve that is a satisfactory way in
which this matter can be solved. 1
may add that so far as the sugar pro-
ducers are c¢oncerned, it is admitted
that most of the front lands on which
the houses are to be built are not as
valuable as the backlands.. If a con-
cern is interested in the cultivation of
sugar cane, naturally it would be inter-
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ested in the fertility of the soil and it
is an accepted fact that the front
lands on which the houses are to bz
built, Wecause of their nearness to sali
water and so on, are net as wvaluable
as the back lands mnow being leased
from Gevernment. Therefore, if this
exchange is made, the sugar wproducers
are likely te Wenefit in the long run.
I feel that the people also are likely
to benefit by getting better security of
tenure than the objectionable features in
the leases as they exist at present.
They would ke able to get from Gow-
ernment, either as a grant or through
a loan, these areas of land which would
ke given to them in due course as free-
hold,

The other resolve clause deals with
a point I have alrveady covered. It
requests the Council te “recommend to
Government that either the leases for
lands not beneficially occupied be with-
drawn or the rental be increased to a
figure commensurate with the rate
levied fer other Government lands.””
That alse is nething new because time
and time again we have had reporis
in this Colony stating that lands which
are unoccupied should not ke so held.
The Governor in Council which has
already investigated this problemn sug-
gested that one ef the wossible ways by
which these large holdings of unculti-
vated lands can be prevented is to introe-
duce a land tax which would ferce the
holders of these areas either to sive
them up or to occupy them usefully.

At the conference I attended in
Curacao recently, a resolution arising
out of a report by Dr. Newmerk of
the Food and Agriculture Organisation
was passed, previding for a similar
land tax on uncultivated lands. I have
stated in the preamble to this motion
that peeple on Government estates such
as Anna Regina, Cane Grove and Ver-
senoegen have to way as much as $7.20
per acre for land there, and in addition,
they have to pay for “Mreaking” the
land and so on. It is true that drainage
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costs are included in fhﬂe sums, and

» I have stated in the prmmble that
the price of Heper acre is too low, and
that this ficure must be increased, tak-
ing into consideration what it ¢osts the
sugar producers for drainage and so
on. That might prevent people from
holding these huge aveas of uncultivated
land, and in the long run others would
he able to get them and bring about
that increased production of vice which
we are all elamouring so much to get.
I feel that I need not speak any more
on - this motion, because the arguments
which 1 have put forward  are. self-
evident: 1 do hope hon. Members will
approve the motion as it gtands on the

Order: Paper.
Mr,  DEBIDIN: T beg to second
the motion.

Mr. WIGHT: 1
Lion he now put.

move that the

qne

Mic LEE - It is regrettable that the
mover of the motion should have heen
so-mild in. his request of the Govern-
ment or of this Council. T weuld have
preferved him to move for an exercise
of the law whereby there would be
compulsory acguisition of these lavge

aveas of uncultivated lands. This
Couneil, T am sure, would have sup=
ported him, because ~an = opportunity

would have been given to those people
who are being turned out by the proprie-
tors of certain rice and sugav estates
to acquire their own ‘homes:

My. DEBIDIN: To a point of ex-
planation, may I ask what legislation
the hon. Member is referving to? Is it
the Ordinance dealing with the com-
pulsory . acquisition of land  for hous-
ing purposes?

Mr. LEE: T have not
ference here, but I will. supply it to
the hon, Member. Only a few weeks
ago the hon. Member supported a motien
in this Couneil urging that the Rent

2ot the re-

Restriction Ovdinance should be ap=-
plied throughout the Colony, " hut he

“and others . fergot that if the sugar

aTH TL’LY, 1951.
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avail themselves of the Rent
Restriction  Ordinance the  workers
might suffer greater hardships. 1 feel
suve that if they had  considered  this

fact they would not have asked that
the Ordinance be made applicable to
the whole Colony, althouvh the idea

was to protect the people ‘who are on
feased lands balonging to sugar cstates.
U do not think hon. Members  realise
that if the tenants plant  permanent
crops on their holdings they would not
be compensated for them =at the end
of their lease. 1 tabled a motion in
this Council dealing with that question
some time ago, and would hnave to do
g0 again later on.

and
nat it s,
Momy opinion, a good one, but it does
not go sufficiently far to piniect those
people who live on sugar estates and
would only be granted leases: of bits
of land which would not enable them
to maintain a decent standavd of liv-
ing, especially if thev have iarge fam=
ilies. Further, I think that the change
of air In some of these areas iy very
marked and that very offeasive odours
sometimes come from: latrines -which
the Banitary Authorities compel the
people to eréct. 1f we are endeavours
ing to provide a belier "‘andard of
tiving for these pvmde-m and the sugar
industry 18 supposed in this = respect
through the Sugar Welfare Fund—-it
should be done in such a manner that
the world would see that these unfor-
tunate people are unable to speak for
themselves. T do hopu however,  that
they will be able to think for thems-
selves under the new Counstitution:

I desire to inform the mover

1 move about on. the West Coast,

Dlemervara, where there i3 a housing
shortage at places like Leonora and Uit-
viugt, and if Government agress with
the kind of policy that is being adopt-
ed ‘there, then I would sayv that they
are not looking  after  those = people
prowerly. Government should adopt. a
more liberal poliey so that these peo-
ple would be able to own  their  ovwn
houses and to barter for better wages.
Their houses should be in such a con-
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dition as net te be eyesores to people
who come from akroad and alse to
these who are interested in their wel~
fare. I will support this motion, but I
repeat that it does not go far enough.

Let us loek at the vrice industry
1 my constituency, for instance. Gov-
ernment has condemned the ranges in
which some of the people are living,
and when the Roval Commission came
out here one of the members said they
were not fit for human beings to live in.
What has Government done, however ?
They have accepted the principle of
the compulsory acquisition of land,
but that is all. They have also accept-
ed the principle set out in the Venn
Commissien that these peosle be re-
moved to befter areas, but they have
net gone heyond the mere accaptance
of the principie. The Law Officers of
the Crown know that the law is not
being made applicable to these people,
and if T were a sugar estate proprietor
I would have agreed to the exchange
of front lands for baek lands, but I
would insist on receiving wayment for
drainage through my trenches.

Whether a local Authority or a
village district is set up in any ef
these areas it would have to be drained
through the neighbouring sugar estate,
or it would have to instal its own
drainage system which weuld be avery
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expensive matter. The sugar preduc-
ers have the drainage situation in
their hands and I de net blame them
because they have spent a lot of money
on it and they have te give refurns
to their shareholders. Any cempany
that spends money must endeavour te
show weturns to its shareholders be-
cause it is net a charitable institution,
but Government is there to protect
the workers.

I would like to know whether Gov-
ernment has accepted the policy that
the people who are Being removed from
the sugar estates should bhe given suf-
ficient land to build homes on, and that
these lands should be freehold prop-
erty to those who agree to uy at
reasonable prices? The lands should
nat be sold at exorbifant prices, be-
cause no worker will be able to pay
such prices. Gevernment should ac~
cept this principle of allowing these
people te live on their own lands in
gsome ferm or fashion, so that they
would be free to larter their labour
to the sugar estates.

The PRESIDENT: As it is get-
ting on towards 5 p.m., Council will
adjourn until 2 pm., tomorrow, when
this
motion. The hon. Mover is leaving the
Colony shortly.
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