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LEGISLA'rIVE COUNCIL. 

Friday, BOth December, 19.ft.O. 

The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pursuant to 
adjournment, His Excellency the Governor, 
Sm W1LFHID JACKSON, K.C.i\11.C., P,e.•i­
deut, in the Chafr. 

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. G. D. Owen, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. Pl'ethet·oe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dins, O.B.E., (Nominated
UuoA'it:ial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
A gl'icultu re. 

The Bon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., (East­
ern-Berbice ). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., ( ew 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. l!'. :McD,wid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasnrel', 

The Hon. F. J. , 'eafol'(l, O.B.E., 
(GeorgetO\\'U North). 

The Hon. l\l. B. G. Aust,in, O.B.E., 
(Nominated Unofticial Member). 

, 

The Hon. ,V. A. D'AndrnclP, Comp­
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. N. :\L M,tc-lcnnm1, Director of 
Medical 8er\'iccs. 

The Hon. M. B. L,iing, O.B.E., Com­
missiouer of Lttbour and Loc,tl Govern­
ment. 

The Ilon. G. 0. Case, Director of Pub­
lic 1\

T orks am! 'ea Defences. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease>, llirector of 
Education. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(GeorgetO\\'ll Central). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demernra). 

The Hou. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E., (George­
town South). 

The Hou. Peet· Bacchus ("Western 
Bcrbice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C.R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon .. J. W. Ja.ckson (Nominn.ted 
U nofticio.l Member). 

The Hon. F. A. l\laokey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The llou. C. V. Wight (Western Esse­
quebo). 

:MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 18th December, l!HO, 
as printed n.nd circulated, were confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
G. D. Ow!.'n, C.)1.G.) laid on the table the
following reports and documents:-

Report of the Registrar General for the year 
1939. 

Report of the Director of Medical Services 
for the year 1939. 

The Post Office Savings Bank (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1940, (No 47 of 1940.) 

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic tPro. 
visional1 Regulations, 1940, (No. 48 of1940). 

DEMERARA LICENSING BOARD (SPECIAL 
MEETING) BILL. 

Tm ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. E. 
0. Pretheroe, M.C.) gave notice of the
introduction and fir. t reading of the fol­
lowing Bill:-

A. Bill intituled :in Ordinance to make special
provision for the consideration by the Licensing 
Board of Demeraru county of certain specified 
applications for the renewal of spirit shop 
licences; and for matters connected therewith. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

GEORGETOWN Ra.TING BILL, 1940. 

THE A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that "A Bill intituled an O1·dinance to 
prescribe the method to be adopted in com­
puting the Taxes and Rates to be levied 
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and collected Lv the Mayor ,Lml Town 
Council of Georgetown in °re8pect of the 
yea!' nineteen hundred and forty one," ue 
rt;ad a third time and passed. 

l'rofo8sor DASH (Director of Agricul­
ture) seconded. 

Question "'l'hat the Bill be read a third 
time and passed" put, and ,1greerl to. 

Bill read a third time and passed, 

AcQUISl'l'lON 01, LANO (UNITED S·rA'l'ES OF 
AMERICA Aw ANU NAVAL BAsc:s) B1LL. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that " A Bill intitulecl an Ordinance to 
provide for the immediate ve8ting of cer­
tain lands in the Colony and for purposes 
connected therewith" be read a third time 
and passed. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Question '' That the Bill be read a third 
time and passed " put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third tir.ue and passed. 

NEW AMS'l'ERDAM TOWN COUNCIL (AMENJl­
MEN'L') BILL. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that "A Bill intituled an Ordinance to 
nmend the New Amsterdam Town Council 
Ordinance, Chapter 87, by extending the 
period between general ,1ppn1isements; by 
changing the avenue of appenl ag,Linst 

• appraisernents; by declaring the area
known n.s 'Winkel to be pa rt of the town­
ship; and for purposes connected there­
with" be road a second time.

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to extend the 
period between nppraisements to bring 
them more into line with those applicable 
to Georgetown where a general appraise­
ment is held every tenth ye11,r. At present 
the period in New Amsterdam is thrPe 
years which is thought unnecessarily short 
and the cause of expense. Sub-clnuse (2, 
is a new provisioll. In tho existing Ordi­
nance no provision 1s runde for advertising 
or giving notice of a general appraisement. 

Tho object of clause 3 is to correct an 

enor in tho existing Ordinance which hns 
a similar provi8ion but use;; the word 
" builuing" instead of th� word "lot." 
The Council can make n rr-appraisernent 
of a building but cannot order the re­
appn,isement of the actual land on which 
the building sttinds. The last few words 
of the cbuse are also new. Under the 
pt·esent Ordi1mnce the Council can only 
appraise buildings erected or improved 
during the year immediately preceding, so 
thaL, if tL builciing is overlooked for more 
than a year, the Council cannot a,ppraise it 
until the next goncral appraisernent. This 
clause makes it possible to do so at any 
time. 

Cla.use 4 deals with appeals. At the 
moment appeals in New Amsterdam are 
conducted in this way: the party appealing 
appoints an appraiser nnd the Town Coun­
cil appoiuts one. If the two appraisers 
agree on a figure it is accepted. If they 
are uuable to agree the apprnisers the,n­
selve;; appoint a third person w)10 gives the 
final dec.;isiou. In Georgetown the method 
of appeaJ to n lVIagistrnte works well and 
the New Amsterdnm Town Council desires 
the same procedure to be adopted there, 

Clause 5 t·elates to Winkel but I shall 
not say much about that at this stage. 
I am sorry the hon. l\I ember for Berbice 
llivet· (Mr. Eleaza,r) is not in hi8 place; I 
have no doubt that he would have had 
lJUite a lot to say. I have heard him 
express his opinion and I know what his 
vie,rs :11·e. I had them iu mind when I 
looked into the question mpelf. I ma:v 
say that I have examined every document 
and everv file on the subject I can tl'ace ; 
every original plan or certified copy and 
everv New Amsterdam Town Council 
Ordfnance as far back as the year 1844, 
and I have not >t shadow of doubt that the 
area known as v\7inkel is, and ,Llwavs has 
been, part of the Now Am�terdarn.town­
ship, and the provisions of the New 
Amsterdam Town Council 0 L"dimmce 
apply now and always have applied to that 
area. I neerl not go through the v11,rious 
arguments adduced by those who hold the 
contrary view, but others lmve expressed 
the views I hiwe just expressed. 'l'he fit"St 
opunon '-''1S expressed in 1891, which 
happens to be the yem· in which the 
original grants ih vVinkel were ma.de. H 
passed this clause will remove all doubt 
that Winkel is part of the township of 
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New Amsterdam and therefore subject to 
the provisions of the Ordinance. I move 
that the Bill be read a second time. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I wish to give ex:pres­
sion to certain views I have on the V<Lrious 
amendments. "\Vith respc(jt to the mode 
of assessment that now obtains in New 
Amsterdam it appe:1rs to me that the 
Town Council was perfectly justified in 
asking for �L revision of that section of the 
Ordinance. The system of appraisement 
as at present cal'l'ied out consists of the 
,Lppoiut.ment of two apprnisers by the 
Town Council, and iu the case of 1.wy 
excessive appraisemcnt the party affected 
ha� the right to appoint ,Ln appeal 
,Lppraiser on his belrnlf and t,he Town 
Council has ,L similar right. In C,Lses of 
disagreement on the wLluation an umpire 
is brought in and the matter is settled in 
that way. Recently there lmve been very 
1rn1ny appeals frt1m the decision of the 
Town Council's appraisers, aml as a result 
the Couneil thought the prol:edure should 
be brought up-to-date and some irnprove­
meut made iu re::;pect of the que::;tion of 
appe,Lls. As a result the Council is now 
seeking to get that part of the Orclinanee 
amended so as to enable an appeal to be 
made direl:t to the Magi::;trate of the dis­
trict.. All appeals are subject to a prior 
payment 0£ $ l O which has to be lodged by 
the dii;satisfiecl person. It has worked i;ome 
hardship on small property-owners becau::;o 
the <Lmount seem,; nLther excei;sive for 
that p,Lrticular purpose. That has boc11 
the procedure for a number of ·years. The 
prol:edure now suggested seems ve1·y clei;ir­
,ible, beuause it will give the disi;ati::;fied 
p,u-ty the right to approach the �fagistratc 
and have the appeal heard acl:ording to the 
ordinary procedure of the Ylagistrnte's 
Court. 

Under the present bw the Comwil m11y 
:1ppraise properties within thu )1 unicipal 
limit,; every third year. 'l'hat mean,; that 
lLn ,ipprnisernent might take place this 
year a,nd in the next two years there ii; a 
genernl appra,ii;ement. That invol\70/:i the 
Couneil in corn,iclornble expencliturc­
$:WO for each appra,iser. � ow it ii; 
sought to amend the law to enable tlmt 
appraiscrnent to hold good for at letLst five 
ye,Lrs. That :;ecrus to be a very nectssary 
provision. 

Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to remove 
doubt with regard to the 'Ninkel area. 
For some time the bound,iries of the town 
of New Amsterdam have been the subject 
of discussion by the Town Council, and as 
a re::;ult of thiLt discussion a conferenee was 
held ,Lt which it was del:ided that ·winkel 
was within the Municipal limits of New 
Amsterdam. Some yea,rs ago-I think it 
was in 1 \):16-on the OCl:asiou of a vi:,it 
by 8ir Geoffry N ot•t,hcote to New Amster­
dam n petition was presented to him by 
the proprietors of v\Tinkel asking to be 
hea1·d 011 the question. The petition was 
forwarded bv Government to the New 
Amsterdam 'l'own Council. I happened 
to be Mayor of New AmsterdiLm at the 
time ,ind attended the conference ;it which 
I think Mr . .Yfacnie was also present. One 
.\l r. lYioorn, who died not m,iny years ago, 
represented the views of the petitioners 
who claiU1ed th,Lt ·winkel was a grant 
given by the Government to former slaves 
or their descendants and title was issued 
accordingly, subject to cert.Lin conditions 
for the proper supervision of the area ,md 
::;anitary provisions. In the petition it was 
st,Lted quite clearly that they asked 
Govern•nent's help in getting some recog­
nized authority placed over them. Govern­
ment . acceded to tlmt wish and a proposal 
w<L::; put before the Council that ·winkel 
should be assessed separately in order to 
briug them under the present Ol'Clinance. 

vVith regard to the boundaries of Win, 
kel it:;elf I know that the hon. lVIember fo1· 
Derbil:c Hiver, who unfortun,itely is not 
pre::;ent to-clay, has maintained that Win-· 
kel is outside the M unieipal limits of 
J\ ew Amsterdam. 1 have alw,w,; maintained 
the opposite view and I have c-ommunicated 
th,Lt view to Government-tlrnt from the 
l)ouuchiries as described in the present
Ordinance it docs form part of New
Amsterdam. It appears that in the title
issued to the desl:endants of the slaves
reference is made to the land " in the rear
of that part of the town called Queens­
town." I understand that to mean the
hmd immediately adjoining Queenstown,
a11d therefore it i8 not outside the
Munil:ip,Ll are,L. 'l'hc1·e ha8 been a great
rlenl of l:0ntroversy on this quu�tion. I du
not say my view is concet hut I am g.bd
that the Attorney-General has formed tlw
su,me opinion tlrnt \•Viukel docs come wit,h­
in the Municipal limits of Ne"· Alllsterdalll
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and therefore is liable to be assessed for 
taxes. 

It is true that those people h,we exor­
cised their right since the grnnt of a free 
title in the reign of William IV. They 
have iilways m,tintained th,it they are not 
liable for any rntes in New Amsterdam, 
but not many years ago the Central Board 
of Health was brought into the mattel' ,ind 
recommended to Go,·crmuent that ii grant 
of about $800 be given to the people of 
vVinkel to enable proper roads to be con­
Rt-ructed and inter-lot drains to be dug. 
That has been c,inied out, but now it is 
thought by some people that Winkel being 
windward of the town it should <;Orne under 
some 1·ecognizcd n,uthorit.y. At the pres­
ent time there is no authority govl:lrning 
the afl'liirs of \�iinkel, ttnd if we f1re to 
proceed with public he1ilth matters I think 
the Municip,ility should lmve a say in the 
ftffairs of Winkel. At pre:sent we have in 
New Amsterdttlll ,t Government Medical 
Officer of Health, Sanitary fospectors and 
a Town Supe1·intendent, and it is very 
ei;sential for the prope1· maintenance of 
roads and sanitary measurns that the 
Hmilth Department of the Town should 
have jurisdictLon over the 'Winkel area. 

It might be coutended that the people of 
vViukel lmve not pa.id rates ,Lll these ye,1rs, 
and that it would be hard for them to con­
tribute now. I do not know what will be 
the assessment in respect of those proper­
ties but I think the proprietors will get 
value for the monev thcv contribute 
towards the rates. Those ;-oads htivc to 
be maintained, and unless there is a duly 
constituted authority to have oversight on 
them the)' will go to ruin, and there might 
be a further appe>Ll to Government fot· ri 
concrnl c road. It has been contended that 
a great number of mosquitoes come from 
the \Vinkel a1·e,t. I think \Yinkel does con­
tribute in some measure to the mosquito 
menace. I submit that it woulrl really be 
in the yer_y best int.crest of tho people of 
Winkel if they were brought under some 
proper authority. In fact in thoi1· petition 
to Govemmeut thev stated that health 
couditions in the area were really good, 
and that their dc11th-rate was very smtill. 
They would get the help of the Medical 
Officer of Health ,ind the Sanitary Inspec­
torR. 

Tim P RESIDEN'l': What does free 
grant mean? 

l\lr. LUCKHOO: Thev �eem to have 
the erroneous idea that because of the free 
grnnt they c1re not liable to pa,)7 any 
tttxes. It is true that they have had self­
government all thl:lse years, but when 
health conditions are being improved 
surely it is time that they should be 
bl'Ought under some proper authority. In 
certain qtmrters there has been ,i great 
deal of agitation that these people :,;hould 
not be made to p,iy tax.es, and if stops are 
t,.ken to make them p,iy it is suggested that 
proceediugs should be t,tken in the 
i:lupreme Court. From th,1t point of view 
I am glad the hon. Attorney-Genernl has 
inserted a pl'Ovision to rPu1ovc doubt. 
That is the view ma,inuiined by several 
Attorncys-Gcnernl iu the past. \¥hen the 
people of Winkel appeu.k•d to Sir Geoffry 
Northcote for a loan or grnnt they stated 
that their only pressing need was a good 
driving road. They have a fine road and 
tt bridge ha,s been erected. Although the 
popuh1tion of the village does not number 
many huudreds they are people of the 
artisan and labouring chisses. I must say 
to their credit that they luwe tried to keep 
abreast of sanit,ary improvements as best 
they could. 

I think the Bill should go through, Un­
fortunatelv the hon. Meu1her for Berbice 
River (Mi·. Eleaza1·) is not in his place, but 
I know his views and I believe they have 
been given full circulation in the news­
papers of the Colony. Looking through the 
correspondence we had in 1936, I see that 
a di1·ect appeal was made by the people of 
\Vinke] to the Governor of the Colony ask­
ing that they be brought under some 
pl'Oper authority, and if money lms been 
exp1mded on the vilhtge they must con-. 
tribute towards the tax,ition in tho towu. I 
htwe made this explanation ,it some length 
i11 order to make my position clear. vVha,t­
ever may be said to the cont,rnry I think 
there is great need for the introduction of 
this Bill with the amendments suggested. 

Mr. C. V, WIGHT: In view of the 
absence of the hon. Member for Berbice 
River (!\Jr. Blca�ar) through illness I have 
been asked by him to enter a protest on 
hii:, behalf against the proposal in this Bill 
to remove the cioubt with reg:11'<l to the 
position of \nnkel village. I can assure 
the hon. Attorney-General that I will not 
be as long as perhpas the hon. Member 
would have been if he had been present. 
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I am asking your permission, sir, to read 
certain extracts from a clocumcnt which 
has been fonvarded to me by the hon. 
Mel.llber for Berbicc River. A similar 
document is alreadv in the luinds of the 
ColoniaJ Secretary. 

.The hon. Member £or Berbice RiYer 
conteuds that the village of \Vinkel was 
grnnted to the predecessors of the present 
occupants over 110 years ,tgo, a.nd those 
people ,tnd their descendants have been in 
undisturbed possession allthis time. The 
facts in support of thehon . .M eruber's co11-
tention are contained in ex:tractR from 
certitiu correRpondence which commencC's 
from the period when the free grant was 
gi vcn to those people. I may interpose 
here to say that I am indoubt as to the 
correctness of the statement made by the 
hon. .iVIember for Eastern Berbice (:Mr. 
Luckhoo) that after th,tt free grant Imel 
been gi,ren subject to certain uonditions 
there was a contingent liability on the 
people of Winkel to the imposition of tttX· 
ation. I would li�e to enquire of the hon. 
Member who is to impose those taxes and 
recover them in view of that grant? 

The position taken up by the inhitbitants 
of "'Winkel might be put in very terse words 
to the effect that thei 1· fear is that if they 
were incorporated into the town of New 
Amsterdam the taxation which would be 
imposed on them, as is impo8ed on the 
people of New Amsterdam at present, 
would be a burden on them aud would not' 
be offset by the benefits which they would 
derive from the iruposition. In other 
words the taxation impo8ed in New 
Amsterdam docs not provide sufficient 
revenue for its own neuds ,tncl require­
ments. The hon. Member for Eastern 
Be1·bice referred to the question of roads. 
I see the hon. :Member for New Amster­
dam (Mr. Woolford) in his seat. No doubt 
he will give the Council his impression of 
roads in New Amsterdam, whether ho 
thinks they are fit and proper. Tho 
people of ·winkel feai· that if the roads in 
New Amsterdam arc not kept in the con­
dition thev should be, their roads would 
suffer the" same fate. There are other 
instances, fol' instance the question of 
lighting which is ananged by a headrnan 
of the village who collects from the 
others. The1·e is also to be considered the 
position of Smythfielcl which is adjacent. 

Quite 1·ecently, I am informed, during 

the regime of t,he present Director of Public 
"\,Vorks, the Town Council of New Amster­
d,tm was ,tdvisecl to divert the drainngo of 
the town through Winkel villai:(e by means 
of the Canje creek and, in the words of 
the hon . .lVlember for Berbice River, it was 
done in a high-handed manuer. A drain­
age trench was dug through the village 
without giving the people an opportunity 
to consent or otherwi8e, and, to use the 
hon. Membe1·'s words again, the Council 
aot away with it. 'l'hP. Council next con­
�ei ,,cd the idea of dmfting the village into 
the boundaries of the town and there was 
sorue argument ag,tinst theil' authority to 
do that, and the right of the Council to 
levy taxatiou on the village. An appeal 
was then made to Government, and the 
result of th�Lt appeal is the Bill now before 
this Council. 

Tho hou. Member for Berbice River 
desires me to express his regret that he is 
not in hi,; sc>Lt this morning. He would 
have been able to put his case morn 
forciblv tlmn I have been itble to do. 
From • the notes he supplied me it is 
obvious tlmt he not only feels very 
strongly about the matter but he has used 
very stroug hinguage indeed. I do not 
think it is necessary to relate to the Coun­
cil the whole history of the matter as that 
is already fully in the possession of the 
Colonial Secretary. It goei; back to the 
minutes of the proceedings of the Court of 
Poliuy on Tuesday, 30th September, 1890, 
at which the then Government Secl'Ctarv 
moved a lllotion for the free gmnt of th� 
land known as Winkel village to certain 
persons named in a list. There was also 
,L petition to the Governor, 8ir Charles 
Bruce, and there al'o furtho1· documents 
and petitions relating to the whole history 
of the matter and tho persons to whom 
grants of portious of the village were sub­
sequently made. One is inclined to 1,.ug­
gest that before this Bill was introduced 
a referendum might lmve been taken in the 
matter. 

'l'm:: PRESIDENT: To whom? 

Mr. WIGHT: 'l'o the ratepayers of 
New Amsterdam and also to the people 
concerned in \Yinkel village. It may 1J1can 
and probably will mean an increase in the 
rate of tax:ttion in K e1, Amsterdam when 
Winkel is incorporated into the town in 
order to carr,- uut sanitary: n 1 other ser• 
vices in Win.,el. 'l',ip !!on. Member £or 
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Eastern Berbice (lVlr. Luckhoo) has re­
ferred to the Public Health Ordinance. 
One wonders whether the provision:s of 
that Ordinance are being carried out. The 
New Amsterdam Town Council apparently 
finds itself short of revenue to carrv on its 
own services. Ono need only refe;· to the 
unfortunate incident which occuned quite 
recently when there was a total black-out 
of the town. One does not know what was 
the cause but one constantly hears 
mut·murs, rumours ,i,nd disgruntled epithets 
thrown at the Town Council, and it seeL11s 
to me that if the people of the town ,mi 
not satisfied with conditions t1,cre it would 
be unwise to exteud the boundary of the 
town without the financial mea.11s to do so. 
Tho New Amsterdam Town Council should 
put its own house in order before ,itt!'n1pt­
ing to put somebody else's in order. 

I will at.k the Council to give further 
com;ideration to the ma,tter whon clau,;o 5 of 
the Bill is reached iu the CowL11ittee stage. 
As a matter of fact I shall move on behalf 
of the hon. Member for Berbice River the 
deletion of that clause a.t the propet· 
moment. Perhaps the hon. :Member for 
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) might be 
able to assist the Council with his views 
on this matter. No doubt he is fully 
cognizant of the whole history of the 
matter an<l its intl"icacies. 

Mr. CASE (Director of Public Works 
and :::\ea Defences) : The st,Ltetnent made 
by the hon. Member for "\Vestern Esse­
quebo (.Mr. C. V. Wight) that ,L drniuage 
trench wa,s dug through \V inkel in order 
to drain New Amsterdam it. incorrect. A 
main draimige trench was dug through 
Government land outside of Winkel. Cer• 
tu.in improvemeutt. of the drainage of 
Winkel were carried out, but before they 
wero carried out pl.ins for those works 
were approved by the Town Council of 
New Amste1·dam, 

Mr. WIGHT : I would like to point out 
that the statements I have made, whether 
correct or incorrect, were made on i 11for­
m,ition supplied to me by the hon. Mem­
ber for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) 
Pel'l1aps I may be allowed to rmtd his 
instructions to me. Thiti is what he \\'l'ites 
on the point:-

" The Council in ,L yery high-liauded 
manuer cut 1,he: 1· , · rninnge trench through 

the village without asking the people a 
word, and got ,Lw,ty with it." 

Tim ATTORNEY-GE:N"ERAL: I would 
like to t·eply to two points. First of all I 
mav inform the hon. Member for "\.Yestern 
Es�equebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) that as re­
gards the correspondence he mentioned as 
lmving been sent to the Colonial SL•cretary, 
] read it all before coming to the Council. 
'l'lw expres,;iou has been used that the 
people of "\\"inkel were given a free gra.nt. 
That expression roet·ely me,ws that they 
had given no considerntion for the land. It 
docs not mean that in perpetuity they are 
to be absolved from payment of rat<.-s and 
t,Lxes. Ia fact in the grants themselves it 
is specific,tlly stated to the contrnry. I 
have beforn me 07 original grants ,tud iu 
every one it is stated that the lots " shall 
be maintained ...... at all times iu good san-
itary order and repairs, aud shall be at all 
times subject to ,Lil laws and enactments 
for the cont-rol ,tud superintondeucc of the 
town of New A.mstenhm." 

(�uestiou put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a secoutl time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee Lo corn;ider the Bill cbuse by 
clause. 

• Clause 5-Addition of new section to
Principal Ordinance.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I move tht• dt•lct,ion 
of this clause. I think [ have tLh·eady 
indicated Lo the Council the grounds upon 
which I ,till moying its deletion. 

Clause put, and ,tgrcecl Lo. 

'l'he Council resumed. 

Tlll:; ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: I move 
tltat the llill be read a Lhird t,iwe and 
passed. 

Professor DAI-\ U seconcll'd. 

(Juc�iiu 1 "'l'hat the Bill be read a third 
ti1ue and passed" put, aud agreed Lo 

Bill rmul a tbir<l time and passed. 



439 Tax (Amdt.) (No. 3) Bill LEGISLATIVE O0UN0JL. -Committee 140

TAX (A�IEND�IEN'L') (No. 3) BILL. 
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 

that "A Bill intituled an Ordinance to 
amend the Tax Ordinance. 1939" be read 
a second time. In the first phce section 
16 of the Principal Ordinance has been the 
suLject of some doubt as to whether a 
person who sets up a stall in a yard for 
the snJe of merchandise is required to 
take out a trnde licence. To remove all 
doubt it has been decided to re-word it, 
and for that purpose it takes three clauses 
of this Bill. Clause 7 provides that a 
person growing tobacco sh,111 not be 
required to take out a licence for tlrn sale 
of tobacco grown by himself to persons 
who m·e manufacturers of, or dealers in, 
tobacco. 

Clause 8 relates to the fee to be paid 
for ,.1, :;pil'it licence in a mining area. At 
present the fee is $240 per annum whereas 
,tll the test of the Colony outside George­
town and New Amsterdam only pay $150. 
The Committee recommended th,it the 
diamond and gold mining ,treas should 
pay the same licem:e fee. Th,tt .IUeans 
that the fee in the case of mining areas 
wiil be reduced to $150. 

Clause 9 speaks for itself; it reduces the 
amount from $100 to $40. I move that 
the Bill be read ,t second time. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not think there 
can be much opposition to the Bill but it 
seems to me that further points need some 
clal'ification. In cb.use 2 it is proposed to 
delete the definition of the word 
"huckster " in the Principal Ordinance. 

THE A1"r0RNEY-GENERAL: I should 
have refened to that. The point about 
that is that ,vhen the new Road Traffic 
Ordinance WHti enacted all the provisions 
dealing with motor cars were taken from 
the Principal O rdin,ince and put into the 
new one, and the only reference in the 
Principal Ordinance to hucksters was to 
the licence for his vehicle if he had one. 
At present the word "huckster " does not 
appeiH in the law at all except in the 
definition section. 

:Mr. DE AGUIAR: That is precisely 
the explanation I was going to ask for. 
Apart from that I would like to make 
passing refe1·ence to the fact that Govern-

ment has put forward some further 
evidence of the prosperity of Kitty seeing 
tl-mt it is proposed to put the small market 
at Kitty in the same category as the 
markets in Georgetown and New Amster­
dam. 

Tm; ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
effect of this provision, as far as Kitty is 
concerned, is to reduce the licence fee. 

JVlr. DE AGUIAR: I only rose to ask 
for information and also to point out 
something with regard to clause 7. 

T1rn PRESIDENT : These rather con­
versational exchanges on the clauses would 
be better during the Committee stage. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill rPtt<l a second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consider the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 3.-

THE AT1'ORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that clause 3 be amended (a) by the 
insertion of a comma after the word "yard" 
where that word appears in the eighth line 
of the clause, aml (b) by the insertion of 
the following comma and words, ",or any 
part of any such place " afber the word 
"ynrd" where that word appen,rs in the 
first line of parngrnph (d). 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I would like 
some expl9.nation. Having added the 
word "place" to paragraph (cl) I would 
like to enquire whether hucksters who 
take their goods from one estate market to 
another will be liithle to pay an additional 
licence. Those hucksters take out a licence 
to trade in estate markets. Thev do not 
as a rule trade at }tny particular ma�·ket but 
go from one estate market to another. If 
they have to p>LY an additional licence I 
think it would be a great hardship on them. 

Tm: ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If a 
huckster cease:-; to bfl a, huckster and 
becomes a general trader with a fixed stall 
he i:-; liable to pay the smne licence 
fee as anybouy else. A huckster is a 
person who trnvels about the country and 
peddles his wares. If he sets up a fixed 
stall he ceases to be a huckster. 

Clause 3 as amended put, ttnd agreed to. 
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Clause 7.-

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think there is a 
little snag in this proviso. There are a 
number of people in tho country who grow 
tobacco rmd manufacture it to some extent. 
They carry out a process of nHtnufacture 
and I am wondering whether this relief is 
intended to go as far as that, or whether 
they will be required to pay a licence if 
they carry out some process of manufac­
ture? 

THE AT'l'ORNEY-GENERAL: It does 
not m:1tter what the ,tetual grower dofls to 
his tobacco before he sells it. As long as 
he sells it to a manufacturer of tobacco, or 
a dealer who buys tobacco and sells it 
a,gain, the grower is covered. 

Clause 7 put, and agreed to. 

Clause 9.-

TIIE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that clause 9 be amended hy thP insertion 
of the word "doll::trs" within the inverterl 
commas after the words " one hundred " 
and the word " forty " in the second and 
third lines thereof. 

Clause 9 as amended put, and :1.greed to. 

The Council resumed. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that the Bill be read a third time and 
passed. 

Professo1· DASH seconded. 

Question "That the Bill he re,1,cl a third 
time n,nd passed " put, ,iml agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

MrscELLANEOUS LICENCES (Ail ENDMENTJ 
BILL. 

Tim ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that "A Bill intituled ll.11 Ordinance to 
amend the :!Yliscellll.neous Licences Ordi­
nll.nces, Chapter 108, by providing for 
the abolition of Omnibus Licences in 
mining distri(;b, and for matters connected 
with the aforesaid " be read a second time. 
This is consequentin,l on the other Bill and 
refers to omnibus licences. As I have 
already pointed out, it will afford great 
relief to shop-keepers in declared mining 

ai-eas. At present they have to take ou t 
"·hat is miller-I an omnibus licence whie h 
means that they have seven licences in one 
and have to pay for seven even though 
they only sell three or four of the articles 
concerned. The effect of the Bill w i \I he 
to reduce tlw licence fee payable by 
holders. of omnibus licences. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill re,id a second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee and considered the Bill clause by 
cbuse without discussion. 

The Council resumed. 

Trrn ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that the Bill be read a third time and 
passerl. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Question " Tlrnt the Bill be l'ead a thirJ 
time and p;issed " put, and agreed to. 

Bill re:icl a third time and passed. 

DEM:EHARA LICENSING BOARD (SPECIAL 
MEETING) BILL. 

Tm, ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
th,it the 8tfmding Rules and Orders be 
suspender! to rmable the following Bill to 
be taken through all its stages :-

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to make special 
provision for the consideration by the Licen­
sing Bom·d of Demcrara county of certain 
specified applications for the renewal of spirit 
shop licences; and for matters connected there­
with. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

Mr . LUCK.HOO: Iu view of the special 
urgency of the matter I am not going to 
oppose the mot.ion but I think in ordinary 
cit·cumBtn,nces ll. Bill should be circulated 
among Members within the time allowed 
uy law so as to give us an opportunity to 
go into its proviBions. 

Tai,; PRESIDENT: I quite agree with 
the hon. Member that it is very desirable 
as a, rule, but it is only because the matter 
is very urgent and I did not want to 
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summon the Council again at the end of 
the year. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
that the Bill be read a first time. 

Professor DASH seconded. 

QuPJ;tion put, and agreed to. 

Bill rea.d a first time. 

THJ, A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: In 
moving the se<.;ond reading of the Bill I do 
not think I can explain the position that 
has ari8en better thall by refel'ring to the 
Objects �md Reasom;, Twu spirit shop 
licencees filed their applications for 
renewal with the District Commissioner 
on the 27th October this year. The 
Ordinance requires thal all such applica­
tions shall be filed on or before the 15th 
day of October each year. The District 
Com11:iissioner accepted the applications 
but when he placed them before the 
Licensing Bo,ud, the Board held that they 
had no power to consider the applications 
because they were out of time. The 
position, therefore, is that as from the first 
clay of next year those two licencees will 
have to dose down their spirit shops for 
one year as there is uo provision in this 
Colony for quarterly licences. In Great 
Britain and in other Colonies there is 
provision under the licensing enactments 
that anybody who applie� for the grant or 
renew,il of a spiri_t licence after the statu­
tory date, but before the meeting of the 
Licensing Board <.;an, :mbject to approval 
and on payment of ti penalty, be permitted 
to havP. his application <.;Onsidered. 

It is considered in this case that as it 
was completely au oversight on the part of 
the two persons Mncerned it is only fair 
that on payment of a penalty, which has 
been fixed at $50, theil' applications should 
go forward. It is not being enacted by 
this Bill that those two applicants are to 
get their licences. All it does is to give
the Board power to sit before the end of 
the year and consider those applications 
and either reject or grant them. All the 
Coun<.;il is being asked to do is to give the 
Board power to consider those applica • 
tions, 

:Mr. C. V. WIGHT: In view of the 
statement made by the hon. Attorney-Gen­
eral may I ask that consideration be given 
to the question of incorporating the pro­
visions which he says obtains elsewhere 
into our law? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know 
whether we should introduce a special 
Ordinance for that, but at anv rate there 
will be a serie� of amendments" of the law 
very soon. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

The Council rnsolved itself into Com­
mittee and <.;onsiderecl the Bill clause by 
clause without discussion. 

The Council resumed. 

Tm ATTORNEY-GE�ERAL: I move 
that the Bill Le now read a third time and 
passed. 

Professor DA8H seconded. 

Question "That tlu,, Bill be now read a 
third time and passed" put, and agreed to. 

Bill rettd a third ti rue and passed. 

::\Ir. DE AGUIAR: I underntaud that 
the Council will now adjourn for the 
Christums 1·ecess to meet again early in the 
new year. I desire, therefore, ou behalf 
of Members of the Council to extend to 
Your Excellency and Lady .J achon our 
very good wishes for Christmas and for 
good health and prosperity in the coming 
year. 

THE PRESIDENT: I thank the hon. 
M:cmboe on my own behalf a.ncl 011 beha,lf 
of my wife for· the good wishes he has 
expres�ecl on behalf of the Council. I need 
hardly say that I heartily reciprocate 
with Members of the Council that they 
may pass a pleasant holiday, and that the 
new year may bring us happier times. 

There i� important business that will 
have to be considered fairly early in the 
new year but it is not easy to fix the exact 
date, and for the moment I think it is 
better for the Council to adjourn sine die.




