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LEGISLArrIVE COUNCIL. 

Friday, 6th December, 194.0, 

. The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pur­
suant to adjournment, His Excellency. 
the Govt,rnor, Sm vVrLFHID JACKSON, 
K.C.lYl.G., P1e.,ident, in the Chair.

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Coloni,il Secretary• 

Mr. G. D. Owen., C.i\'l.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias,
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. 

0.B.E., (Nominated

Dash, Director of 

' :fhe Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., (East-
ern Berbice). 

A griculturc. 

'iV The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
):;--Amsterdam) 

The Hon. E. F. McDiwid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer, 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown North). 

The Hon. M. ]3. G. Austin, O.B.E., 
(N ominatJd U nofficiaJ lYicmbe1· ). 

The Hon. vV. A. D'Andrn.dc, Comp­
trollet; of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hon. lYI. B. Laing, 0.B.E., Com­
missioner of Labour and Local Govern­
ment. 

I .... 
a 'l'he Hon. G. O. Case, Director of Pub-

lic Works and Sea Defences. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education: 

1 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, 0.B.E., 
(Georgetown CentL·al). 

The Hon. J·. Gonsalves, 0. B.E., (George­
town South). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem­
erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, ILC. , (East­
er11 Demerara). 

The Hon. C.R. Jacob (No,·tli '\Vestern 
Distl'ict). 

• The Hon. J, W. Jackson (N ominn.ted
Unofficial Member).

The Hon. F. A. Mackey' (Nominated 
Unofficial �ember). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse­
quebo). 

The Hon. 'I.'. Lee CEssequebo l'l..iver). 

MINUTES. 
The Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 5th December, 1940, 
as printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID. 
The following document was laid on the 

table:-
Report of the Dairy Products Factory Com­

mittee (L.C. Paper No. 10/40)-Thc Colonial 
Secretary. 

OR DER OF THE DAY. 

ACTIVITIES OF 'fllE RICE MARlrnTING 
BOARD. 

Mr. JACOB asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY (Mr. G. D. Owen) laid over 
replies to the following questio11s :-

Q. 1. How may meetings have been hold by
the British Guiana Rice Marketing Board from 
1st November, 193�, to 31st July, 1940; and 
how many members were present at each of 
these meetings, giving the names of each of the 
members. 

A. l. Tho record of tho meetings of tho
Board showing the attendance of members is 
available in the Secretariat and may be 
examined by the hon. Member. 

Q. 2. How many persons were employed by
the British Guiana Rice Marketing Board on a 
monthly basis as at 1st January, 1940, giving 
the full names, addresses, previous employment 
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and experience of these employees, the position 
now held by each, together with the monthly 
salary paid to each of these employees. 

Q. 3. Similar information to be supplied for 
the period as from 1st July, 1S40. 

A. 2 & 3. Lists of the employees of the 
Board on the monthly salaried staff on I Rt
January, 1940, and on 1st July, 1940, showing 
the names of the employees and the amount 
of salary paid to each employee arc available
in the Secretariat and may be examined by the
hon. Member. The Board is unable to 
undertake to furnish information as to the 
addresses, previous employment and experience 
o� these employees. 

Q. 4. Is it a fact that 20,000 bags of rice have 
been bought by the British Guiana Rice Market­
ing Board from Barbados recently for export to 
Trinidad? If so, at what price, and is the 
Board doing this business at a profit, if so how
much, or at a loss of bow much, bearing in
mind that tho Board contracted to sell 10,000
tons of rice for shipment to Trinidad by 30th
September, 19-10? 

A. 4. Paragraphs 8, :.!3, 24, 26, 27 and 28 of 
the Report of the Board for the pc riod 1st 
April, J940, to 30th ScptP.1111.Jer, 1940, <.:ontain 
full inform:1tio11 regarding the transaction to 
which the hon. Member refers. 

Q. 5. Will the Board consider the question
of suspending all exports in view of the prob­
able shortage of rice before the Autumn Crop 
is reaped, say, N ovem i.Jer/Dccembor, 1940, as 
soon as possible. 

A. 5. Please see paragraph 20 of the Report 
of the Board for the period 1st April, 1940, to 
30th September, 1940, which indicates the
action which was taken by the Board. 

Q. 6. Will the Board consider the advisa­
bility of not arranging to sell any rice, or 
entering into any contract in the future for 
export from date? 

A. 6. Tho only method by which exports 
can be effected during the War is to arrange 
in advance for tho supply of specific quantities 
of rice to specified markets. It is essential 
that the Board should endeavour to make 
snitable arrangements for exports on these 
Jines. 

Q. 7. Will Government consider the advisa­
bility of requesting tho Colonial Auditor to 
examine and report on the Bi,lance Sheet that
has been issued by the British Guiana Rice
Marketing Board as at 31st March, 1940, par­
ticularly in regard to the following : -

( a) Why no provision was made for depre­
ciation of Plant and Machinery which is 
shown at cost? 

(b) Why no provision was made for Bad 
and Doubtful Debts? 

(c) Whether the actual stock of tice on 
hand was used for asset purposes and 
whether due allowance was made for 
loss in weight by wastage and by
vermin? 

(d) Whether the report of tbe Audi�ors 
was "full and fair," and whether the 
Balance Sheet as printed exhibited a 
·• true and correct view of the state of
affairs of the Board "? 

.A. 7, With tho approval of the Governor given 
under regulation 23 (2), Messrs. Fitzpatrick, 

Graham and Company, Chartered Accountants,
have been appointPcl the Boilrd's Auditors. 

The accounts of tlte Board have I.Jcen auditej 
by Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Graham and Company,
and the Balance ShoC't to which the hon,

· Member refers is certified by them. The
Government docs not consider that any further 
audit is necessary. 

The Board rt•ports thut full information with 
respect to the> matters referred to under (a}, 
(b), (c) and (d) of this <]uestion was furnished
tho hon. Member at his request by letter
dated 12th September, 1940, through the Chair­
man of the Rice Producers' Advisory Com­
mittee. 

lXTIIODUC'l'lON OF Bll,LS. 

The following Hilb were introduced and 
read the fm;t time:-

A Bill intitulcd an Ordinance to confer 
power on the Georgrtown Town Council to 
exempt or to C',rrnJit partially the owners of 
certain JHO]Jc>rtir•s in t,lH· City from tbl' liability 
to pay taxes ,.-r rntcs for a li111itcd period. 

·-(The Atturney-General). 

A Bill intitulud an Ordina11co to make pro-
'vision for the transfer of thP colonization 

reserve to the gencr:tl rrvenuc o_f tho Colony_ , -{'Afr. JfcDav,.d, Colonial Treasurer}.

A Bill intituled an Ordi1rnnce further to 
amend the Sea Defrnccs Ordinance, Chapter
118, with respect to the removal from the fore­
shore by estate owners of the st um,;:,s of felled
courida trees. -( 1'\lfr. Case, Director of Public 

vVorlcs and Sea. Defences). 

Notice was given that at the next or a 
subsequent rneeling of the Council it would 
be moved tkLt the Bills be rmJ the soconJ 
time. 

R8Tl01A1'ES, l!Hl. 

The Council resumed eonsideration in 
Committee of the Estim<Ltes of Expen­
diture to be defrnyed from Revenue <luring 
the year ending :Hst December, 1941, 
which have been bid on the t,Lble. 

AOHIC CTL'l'URE. 
EDIB.L1; U!L �UPPJ;y. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Defore the 
hon. Member for North Wes tern District 
(Mr. JrLcob) resumes his >iddress, I am ask­
ing Your Excellency's indulgence to reply 
to the recrimination which was made when 
l w:1s ,LlJsent yesterday afternoon. I wislt 
to reatlfrm mv statement that thern is no
shortage of e;lible oil in the Colony. I 
may state that the first shipment of copra 
that was imported was delivered to the 
Demerara Oil and C,tke Mills, Ltd, On the 
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first of October. During that month they 
received 106,S3Sll:,s. of coprn and during 
November they further received 68,61416s. 
making a total of 265,452ibs. for October 
and November. Between the 2nd and 3rd 
of this month they further recei verl 
37, 1l49lbs. of copra, making a grand total 
of 302,901 lbs. which is c,Lpnble of yielding 
not Jess than b20 drums of oil. From the 
day the Demerarn Oil nnd Cairn Mills, Ltd. 
received that impot·tcd cuprn. they lrnve 
been manufacturing eel ible oil up to the 
prcseJJt clay ,It the l'tLte of 10 drums per 
cla.y. Taking the period of ;;0 working 
days, that gi vos us 330 drums a� having 
been manufactured for delivery by that 
single concern, and with a further 600 drums 
imported into the Colony make a total 
supply of over 900 rhums within a pe\·iod of 
one and a lmlf months. Besides the Dem­
ernra Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd. there were 
other millo in operation during the same 
period, and all had oil to meet the normal 
demands of their customers. Take for 
instance the last 200 drnms imported by 
the Boa,rd; the Bo,ml otill has 10 drums 
in hand that CtLn be sold to whoever is 
short of fL supply. So far as the Demerani 
Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd. are concernccl, I 
understand they lrnve met their noi·mal 
orders fro1i1 customers, ,me! only yesterday 
they sold l:J drnms tdtead-10 to be deliv­
ered to-cby and the remaining fiyc drums 
to-morrow. 

I have been in communication with 
several mills manufacturing oil, ,i,nd among 
them are throe who :ne prepa,red to deliver 
35 drums if orders am phicecl. The situa­
tion has so changccl, tl«Lt during the period 
tlrnt tlwre \\'as ,i, ,shortage the 1wople who 

· retailed oil wrnt :1bout seeking purchasers,
but to-d,Ly it is the millers themselves who
are going about seeking customers to take
the oil which they htwe al rearly manufac­
tured. One manufoctureL' of deodorised
oil told rue th:1t he had 20 drnms and
could not sell them during last week. I
hope that instead of there being a scarcity
this gentleman will be able to sell his oil.
The sitmLtion is being improved day by dny,
and I just want to say to this Council that
when I rise here to make a statement of 
fact I do so on I 00 per cent. facts ,ind not 
75 per cent. (Laughter). I have got my
information from the proprietors them­
selves, and so fa1· as the Demerara Oil and
Owka Millf'li I.trl. nm c.;ongi:,nwJ J; ht1,VtJ got

my information from one of the Attorneys­
Mr. Montague White. 

The hon. Member for North Western 
District said tlmt the mills could not make 
any delivery. Even in his own case one 
could sec there was no shortage, but just 
that precaution was being taken against 
householders. fearing another shortage and 
purchasing more oil than they require for 
normal use I was told by Mr. White this 
morning why the restt"ict,ion was put on the 
sn,Jt, of oil. He said that when the oil 
and copra, c;ime into tho Colony the house­
holclcrn had become so scared by then, that 
thuse purchasing two pinto per week 
wanted to increase their purchase by a 
gallon or two, and the restriction had to 
be placed so that no customer requiring 
edible oil should go without a supply. I

think I have said sufficient to justify the 
st,Ltement I roa,de yesterday, and to further 
justify it to-day if the hon. Member for 
North '\Vestern District would like to place 
im order for any quantity between 10 and 
15 drums I would see it delivered to him. 

Mr. JACOB : I have listened very 
attentatively to all the audible words my 
hon. friend has spoken to-day, and the gist 
of my complaint remains unaffected. I 
<':omplained that tl)ere was a scarcity or 
short:Lge of oil and I g,Lve instances to show 
where the nr�u of Messrs. Wieting and 
Richter, Ltd., which control the l"emerara 
Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd., issued instructiom 
on the 12th N ovcmber that no customer is 
to get more than two pints of edible oil 
at a time. For fear of a shortage they 
further reduced the quantity to one pint 
on the 20th November, and last Saturday 
(November 30) they had no oil to rlcliver 
to ret:1il customers at one of their branches. 
That is irrefutable. My hon. friend may 
lmve been supplied with figures in regard 
to drums and quantities. My complaint 
is that customers have been incon­
venienced for the last two months and are 
still being inconvenienced. Nothing that 
the . hon. Member has said this morning 
has touched on that point. Mr. Chapman 
of the firm of 11'essrs. Wieting and Richter, 
Ltd., gtwe me my information yesterday and 
my hon friend has referred to Mr ... White, 
one of the attorneys of that firm, as his 
his inforrnant. I ca"nnot conceive that the 
officer who is actually in charge of the 
firm's di�tribution of oil would be incor• 
rect in hfa 1JtLitl31tJtmt1 flijJ?I.J!;in,lly when I 
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had told him I was going to make use of 
the statement in this Council. It is for 
the public to judge whether Mr. Chapman 
has given the correct information or Mr. 
"\,Vhi te in so far as the consumer is con­
cerned. 1 mu sorry roy hon. friend was not 
in his scat yesterday. As a matter of fact 
some people arc always wise a.fter the event. 
The lion. Member went and got the infor­
ma.tion to bolster up his position to-day. 
I would like to sta.te that this morning a 
gentleman who does not control the 
Demerara Oil and Cairn Mills, Ltd., rang 
me up on the telephone and said that what 
the· hon . .ThJember for Central Demerara. 
(Mr. DeAguiar) and the hon. Member for 
"'iY estern Ber bice (Mr. Peer Bacchu5) stated 
in the Council yesterday and reported in 
the Dliily Argos-y was absolutely incorrect. 

Item l (27)-Grading Inspector ($1,4-40 
to $1,920 by $120), $1,920. 

Mr. JACOB: ·when the Committee 
adjourned yesterday I was speaking under 
the item "Grading Inspector," and was 
making a plea to Government that it 
is a privilege and a right of hon. Members 
of this Council to ask questions and 
an ohligiition on the part of Government 
to answer those questions as correctly as 
possible. I do not know whether I am 
wrong in tha,t understanding.. I have com­
plained on several occasions that replies to 
questions I h:we asked have never been 
satisfactory- in the majority of cases ,and 
JXLrt,icubrly in regard to the rice industry. 
Y csterday I made that complaint in re­
ganl to questions that were answered that 
rlay, and to-d,ty I have to make the same 
complaint in regard to replies to c1uestions 
list.cd on the Order Paper for to-day. I 
am not going to refer to all the quest.ions, 
as the one expression " Replies uns,ttis­
f:u,tury " is suflicient, but I am going to 
specifically refer to question No. 7 : 

The last paragraph of the reply says: 
The Board reports that full information 

with respect to the matters referred to under 
(a), (b), (c) and (cl) of this question was fur­
nished the hon. Member at request by letter 
dated 12th September, 1940, through the Chair­
man of the Rice Producers' Advisory Com­
mittee. 

I have not got those replies. 

Tim CHAIRMAN : Have you not 
received the letter ? 

Mr. JACOB: No, sir, I receiveLl no 
letter. It is known that I have resigned 
from that Committee. Before my resigna­
t;on I did not receive the replies and up 
to this morning I have not received them. 
I have nothing further to s,ty than to let 
that be recorded. This would have been 
an opportunity to discuss this matter. It 
is thoroughly against my conscience to be 
coming here day after day and making 
complaints and no heed taken of them. 
Perhaps, it is better I do not attend the 
meetings of this Council. I think so. I 
think also that several hon. MemLet·s, 
particularly among the Elected Members, 
would be very thankful if I do. I have, 
however, a duty to my country to perform 
and I propose to carry on as long as 
possible until it becomes very intolerable. 
If it is Government's wish that conditions 
should become so intolerable as to make 
me leave the Council in disgust., then I am 
prepared to do so. "'iVh,it is the reason 
for not giving satisfactory replies to 
legishitive questions concerning a, matter 
in which I have no personal interest, I 
cannot imagine. 

I notice that in the Board's report, 
dated 31st March, 19+0, an attempt wa,s 
made to give a forecast as to the future. 
Page 6 of that repm-t states : " Anticipntecl 
exportable surplus to 30th Septembe,·, 
1940,-30,000. tons." As I have said the 
figures in this report do not worth 
anything. The Bo,trd has had the 
opportunity to carry on for one year with 
full and absolute control of the industry; 
why no attempt has been made in its report 
dated 30th 8eptember, 1940 to give a 
foreeast as to tho future of the industry, I 
do not know. I endeavoured to plead 
with Gornrnm.cnt yesterday that you 
cannot accuse and abuse the people whq 
are producing a certnin commotlity and 
expect them to co-operate with you. The 
Board, however, continues to do that, 
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The Board continues to ignore representa­
tions made to it. The Government itself 
does the same thing. Can this Government, 
therefore, expect the producer to co­
operate wi'th it? 

Mr. RUMPHHYS: T regret having to 
interrupt the hon. Member. To a point 
of procedure, I want to know whether in 
the consideration of the Estimates it is not 
necessary for an hon. Member either to 
movo the reduction or deletion of some 
item so as to have some substantive motion 
before the Council. We have under con­
sideration these agricultural estimates and 
the hon. Member is talking on various 
items at random ,vithout any motion being 
before the Council. 

Mr. JACOB: Let me interrupt to in­
form the hon. Member that I am speaking 
on the item " Rice Grading Inspector " 
and not at random. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Should the hon. 
Member not move a substantive motion 
either for its deletion or the reduction of 
the ,imount? 

Tim CHAIRMAN : It iR quite possible 
that the hon. Member at the end of his 
observations will move a motion. I am 
assuming that is his purpose. It is usual 
in these financhil debates to allow a certain 
amount of hititude. I am expecting that 
ultimately the motion will appear. 

Mr. JACOB: To satisfy the hon. Mem­
ber I move that the item be deleled. 

Trrn CHAIRi.\'lAN: You can move the 
reduction of the salary ! 

Mr. JACOB: 1 think 1 will move tJi::it. 
As a matter of fact I lmd that in mind. 

Tim CIIAIRMAN : 1 w,is assuming the 
inotion will come at the end of the hon. 
Member's remarks. 

Mr. JACOB: I move •tlmt the amount 
of the item be reduced bv $1. I do not 
know why the hon. Member has become so 
touchy this morning. I have the Atten­
dance Regi!lter of the meetings of the 
Bo:trcl. It shows that the hon. Member 
attended the meeting of the Board held on 
the 22nd Novembe1·, 1939, skipped the 
meeting of the 29th November, attended the 
1.mieting of the 22nd December and 6kipped 

the meetings of the 9th and 30th December, 
1939; he attended on the 30th January, 
19±0, and again on the 16th but skipped 
the meetings of the 18th and 27th January, 
7th, 16th and 24th February and then 
attended on the 2nd March; he skipped 
the meetings of the 7th, 16th and :.!7th 
Ma1·ch, 3rd, 10th, 17th and 29th April 
and then attended the meeting of the 8th 
May. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN: With regard to 
what the hon. :Member is reading out, am 
I to understand that it is in support of the 
moLion that the salary of the Rice Grading 
Inspector be reduced ? 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Is the hon. Mem­
ber urging that the hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara (Mr. Humphrys) should 
be the Rice Grarling Iuspector ? 

Mr. JA.COB: I did not recommend that 
but I would urge that he should take the 
best advice possible and resign from the 
Board and so save himself from further 
criticism because he has not the time to 
attend to the work of the Board. The lis,t; 
of attendances that I have read out has 
shown that. I do not know if that regu­
ln.tion has been repealed whereunder if a 
member absents himself from three con­
secutive meetings of the Boal'd without 
satisfactory excuse his seat ipso facto
becomes vacant. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer) : 
That regulation has been repealed. 

Mr. JACOB : Thank you. That may 
be well from Government's point of view. 
I h,we forgotten where I actually left off. 
(Laughter). I think I was discussing the 
question of estimn.tes and that the Board 
has not given a forecast as to the future. 
That confirms my complaint that the 
Bon.rel still does not know what to do and 
if it had been differently constituted it 
might haYe been in a position to say some 
thing definite about the_futm·e... The Rice 
Producers' Advjsoi-"v/GoD,1hli-tlt�; .. '"recom­
mended some ti�. rn. May lt{st' l:li'ti:t '•the 
personnel of. tl)c'J3oan1 should bo chan�9dt by tit least 5Q·per cent. and, I think, tb,e·.
names of tt11� members concerned wct.e;
actually su��ittcd. The Rice Prndu(;crs'.: 
Advisory Committee, consisting of seven­
teen member's,who represent all parts. of 
the Colony and· a�·e i�;,-�s.:•.tou_clv �ith 
growers, millers .ind ... otha·s, 'made ti. 

-- --- --
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unanimous recommendation to Government employees of the Board. If this list is 
that other persons be placed on the Board published it will not impress the rice pro­
with more intimate knowledge of the ducing community at all. They a.re not 
industry, but Government has not seen fit impressed with the employees of the 
to do that and instead has appointed two Board, ·with the composition of the Board 
11011. Members of this Council-the hon. and with Government's attitude gcnernlly, 
Member for Central Demerarn, (Mr. and yet it is expPcterl that the rice indus­
De Aguiar) in the place of the hon. try should prosper and everything should 
Niember for Eastern Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) go on smoothly. I cannot understand that 
who has resigned and the hon. Member for method of thinking. I think I h.we said 
\\Testern Berbice (Mr. Peer B,icchus)--anrl sufficient and therefore will say nothing 
n.!.so Mr. Macnio, District Commissioner, more, but if an acrimonious discussion 
to strengthen the Board. ·1 think tha,t was follows I shall reply. I wtmt to say 
the term used. The Board is now composed further that that is what the Empire is 
of tho hon. E. F. McDavid, Chairman; Mr. fighting for at the present moment-the 
vV. A. Macnie, the hon. Director of Agri- breaking down of dictatorship and the 
culture, the hon. H. C. Humphrya,' th� · establishment of democracy. I do not 
hon. J. I. De Aguiar, and the hon. Peer· know if my conception is different from 
Bacchus, Mr. H. G. Seaford, Mr. R. V.. that of others. 
Evan ,vong, and Mr. John Fernandes. 1

1, CHAIRMAN I th' l tl l'b t • h HE - : m, 1e 1 er y cast no reflection on t e gentlemen · . . . . 
cl In tl • t· 1 f of chscuss10n the hon. Member enioys 1s not concerne . 1ell' respec ive sp ieres o . a· . f ti • l'k 1· 

· 
h' l.f tl 11 ·t cl f ·] t tl m, 1cative o any ung 1 -e c 1ctators 1p. 

1 e my are we sm e or w 1a iey are 
doing, but this Board as constituted does. :Mr. JACOB: I am not referring to 
not impress the rice producing community. · myself. I think I can take care of myself. 
It can be disputed and need not be accepted, I plead on behal£ of the rice producing 
but if you have a differeutly constitutecl . commuuity that some rcorgn.nization be 
Board the personnel of which meets with the- . carried out after a year of e:xperiment with 
approval of the riee producers a.nd if there• the Boa.rel. I do not wish it to be under­
is confidence in the Boatcl half of the tl'ou- stood that I am not in favour of control. I 
bles at present existing would ho at an end. am in favour of control of the right t,ype with 
I have been asked by tt large number of the right type of people being at the herLd of 
people and by representative bodies t9 the control, aud the right type of methods 
make this spociril ple::t to Govemment which will ereate confidence in the mincb of 
thiit tho Botird be reconstituted.· I the people you are endeavouring to help. 
do not want to make reference to I have pointed out clearly that they have 
individuals, but the people who had not got that confidence, and as a matter of 
planted riee and who are planting rice now fact the posters recently sent out advising 
are not impressed with the composition the people what they should do and 
of the Board, and it is in tho best what they. should not do. The word 
interest of the country n.nd of its "lies" being used, goes to prove that 
people, particularly tho rice producing there must be some truth in what ] 
community, that it be changed. Some of say. I have said enough. I think I have 
those who are rosponsiLle have the idea displon.so<l some of my hon. friends in ke�p­
that as the majority• 0£. tho. producers ing them very long here but, as I have said, 
have come here as " coolies " they ean I have a duty to perform. It is time that 
be treated in any kind of fashion. I I express myself in ·language which is very 
drnw that to Government's notice and also easily undcr8tood not only by hon. Mem­
to the Board's, ::mrl desfrp to point out bers of this Council but by the public at 
again that while these" coolies" omy seem ln.rge. I want to <say that it is no use trying 
very foolish and not well lettered they still to impress the people one way and not 
have some sense and do rettlize what is doing the things they require to be done 
good and wlmt is not good for them .. I in their interest. I do not want to say 
plettd in the interest of the rice producmg that in a different way, and so I will just 
community that this Bo,trd be reorganized, leave it there. Unless and until Govern­
as not only they have no confidence a.lso in ment secures the confidence of the rice 
the Board but very little confidence in the producers the industry will continue to ·go 
officers of the Boa,rd. down, It ia n.ot 11,dmithid tho,t it haa gone 

J htw1i becu 6Up'\')1kd -wi,th. �, H�t tJt th!� dtJW!:l th1·1;1�1i)h th,�t- Othm: 1'!'lt1�1Jlli'! haw 
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been given such as drought and so on. 
That has contributed to some ex.tent but 
the principtil thing is hick of confidence. I 
am only ask.iug that that confidence be 
restored. 

Mr. L1;;E: Your Excellency, you were 
good enough to appoint me a member of 
the Hice Prorlucers' Arlvisory Committee, 
and in acceptiug that po�t in the interest 
of the indu'stry I thought that I would 
have been able with my little f1xpP.rim1r.P. 
of the industry, gained in my practice 

answer given is" No reliable estimate has 
yet been prepared as re,Lping has not yet 
been completed, but a preliminary forecast 
preparncl by the Dcpal'tment of Agricultul'e 
indicates a prob,,ble yield of approxi­
mately 30,000 to11s." Your Excellency, I 
can aRsUl'P you that the returns supplied 
by tl1e Departmrnt of Agriculture are 
obtaint)d from Agricultura,l Tnstructors who 
do not visit the areas conc£•n1ecl to obtain 
the correct estimate of yield. They know 
that the distt"icts have so many acres of 
cultivation lands and all they llo is to 
PnquirP of the chait-men of the dis­
tricts the acreage actually under rice 
cultivation and from that make an estiimLte 
of what the yield would be per acre, That 
is the kine! of returns sent to the 
A.gricultural Department. I am aski11g
tlint a <;;LJ'('ful inquiry be 111,ulc-' iuto tlw
t·ct,urns of tlu,t DuparimeHt and tl1at ,LH
uady as pOHHible :, c;orrcct eHtimate of thn
stock of ric;e or padi lJe obt&ined, because
I am afn,id, mtd I give due warning to this
Governme11t, that unles:,; a, proper second
or Spring crop i;; planted there will he a
�hortage of rice in this Colony next year.
I uan do nothing more than tell this Council
a,nd Government that it i» the duty of
Government to make this enquiry ·very
ci,refully a.nd protect the workers of this
Colon_y.

• as a la,wyer and in travelling a.round
the country, to be of some help to
Government.. I have recently resigned from
that Committee for reasons best knovrn to
mvself and to Government. I would like
to" state here that I do not challenge the
intPgrity or honest intentions of tho rnum­
hPrs of the Rice NJ arlrnting Board, but
,d1uH G overun1cnt embarks 011 a comnwr­
eial undertaking those men who are advis­
iHg G overnroent in any capacity so as to
make it a success shoulrl be pr,irl in order
that their S£➔t·viceK would be always :it the
disposal of that commercial undertaking.
Those gentlemen who undertake nt the
request of Government the membership of
Boards and Committees endeavour in their
8p,ue time to give advice for the progress
of the undel'taking concerned. I am 
,tppealing to Gover;ment that that is
not suflieicnt, much more time should vVith respect to exploitation T must 
be devoted in weighing the pros and cuns n.gaiu ;;,Ly that if tl1e mcrubcr8 uf thu H,ice
of every question brought up, especially Ma,rketing Board were told about all these 
where the welfare of the undertaking is ,it things tlrny would not agree to them nor 
stake. }tllow them to be clone. Hice has been 

In · respect of the rice industry there 
is a, cnse which cannot be disputed. 
A recommendation was made to the 
Rice Marketing Board tlmt in the event of 
an appca-1 by tL producer his rice should 
not he disposed of within 8even d>L)'8 of 
the a.ppeal, but in defiance of that recom­
mendation appealing producers h&Vf' been 
told tha,t thei1· rice hn.s been used up by 
the Boat·d. That i8 a 1m,tter which is 
ct'eating dissi,tisfaction and discontent 
among the manufacturel'S and producers 
of ric;e. I think if that matter is brought 

,fol'cibly to the notice of the Board tha.t 
tl1cy w�)Uh] tl'y in the interest of tl,p imlus­
try to remedy it. It will be obset'ved that I 
asked the following question : "·wm Gov­
ernment state what is the estimated yield of 
rice in each county separately for the 
Autumn Crop of 1940?" and that the 

sent to the Board and graded as No.· 3 but 
sold as No l. Is that to the benefit of the 
producer ? ,vhen the Ron.rd is questioned 
about it, one is told : "'l'hat is not your 
·business, it is ours." I chim it is the
producer's business because Government in
order to protect the produc;er ha8 given a
roargin of profit from the sale;; to cover
the expense of the Board. It was rlecidccl
that oue-third of t;hc pro fit;; should be
reserved by the Bo<Lrd ,,;; the nudeu;; of a,
fund for the benefit of the industry. The
producer, however, gets very little of the
profits made. That ii; surely not a situa­
tion which will encourage the producers
in this Colony, ,md with 110 irrigation mid
drainage for their lands how can they be
expected to have confidence in the Board
and in the Goven1ment when the industry
is not being carr;ied on in a proper manner?
I can do no more thirn hope 8i11cercly that
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Your Excellency will cause a very 
careful enquiry to be made in order that 
pt'Ofits be made by the producer t,nd con­
fidence thereby restored in the Board >tud 
Government. 

There is another mattel' I would like to 
bring to Your Excellency's :ittention. Dur­
ing the rflcent drought there was a petition 
from tho people on the Corentyne Coast 
that if wa.tor could be pmnpecl to the rice 
fields a.t least 50 per cent. of the cultivation 
could be saved. The members of the Rice 
Producers' Advis01')7 Committee st,id that 
tho water could be pumped. If Govem­
ment did not know of it, the Rice 
Marketing Boa.rd knew. It was thought 
thnt those who arc protecting the industry 
would have done something to relieve the 
situation, but nothing ,wis done and the 
entire cultivation was lost. The poor 
farnors who relied on their crop to pay 
their rates were obliged to ca.iTy the loss 
over to the next year. Is that encouraging 
to the farmer? Similarly, if I may state 
hero, the pest invasion which occurred to 
the coconut cultivation has caused mueh 
lo:,s to the farmer. I am tippealing to 
Your Excellency to give that petition your 
sympathetic consideration in the interest 
bf the poor people who are burdened 
because of aclvei·se circumstances. I do 
not say that the blame is on the pm·t of 
Government, but if they are burdened how' 
can they be expected to have the courage 
to cany on. 'l:hey must be encouraged. 
1 do not say you should increase the 
8elling price of rice, but you should 
encou1·age the people to plant a second 
cl"Op ;incl so recover their loss. Any advice 
given to the Rice Marketing Board, I take 
it, is advice given to Government, but no 
heed is taken of such advice and the ills 
remain to the detriment of the producers 
who mciy have to seek other employment as 
,i result. I leave that for Government to con­
sider. :My friend, the hon. Member for North 
\Vestern District, has appealed to Y out· 
Excellency to reconstitute the Board. I 
know what the feeling of Government is on 
tha,t point. Those gentlemen have served 
Government on the Board free, grati:, and 
for uotliiug, ,ind to t,he best of their 
ability, tind Government feels it will be 
ingratitude to tell them to go like that. 

THE CHAIRMAN : There are very 
much stronger reasons than that. 

Mr. LEE : That is one reason I can 
surmise. It has been pointed out to the 
Bon.rel on several occasions that members 
do not give of their time and advice as 
they should. This industry wn.nts people 
to give the best advice for its progress, and 
I am asking Government to consider care­
fully the question of reconstituting the 
Board with the best people to give the 
needed advice. 

, 

THE CHAIRMAN: J wnnt to be clear 
as to wha,t the hon. Member has in mind. 
Is it that people will not give the best 
advice unless they ,ire paid for it? • 

:Mr. LEE : I do not say so. It is 
bec,iuse they do not give of their whole 
time to the business of the Bm,rcl tlmt 
they do not know all the conditions affect­
ing the industry. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. Mem­
ber suggesting a. whole time BotLrd ? 

Mr. LEE: No, but at the same time it 
is clesirnblc that the rucmbers should give 
(ts much time as they can afford. I tim 
say.ing that they do not give a,11 the time 
they can afford. 

TnB CHAIRMAN : I cannot follow 
your point. 

Mr. LEE : This is a commercial under­
taking. It must have men who will attend 
every meeting and take a keen interest in 
what is going on in the industry. With 
respect to the sales to the Board, there 
are complaint8 that producers do not 
get their cheque until some time 
after the sale. They are poor people 
and their accounts should be settled with 
the least delay, but instead of that they 
are made to go backward and forward for 
their money. It haH caused dissatisfaction 
and friction, and I have been consulted and 
instructed to institute a charge against one 
member of the oftice of the Board fo1· hav­
ing made use of insulting language to a 
seller. 

'l'uE CHAIRMAN: Is that charge 
against a member of the Board ? 

Mr. LEE: 
of the staff. 
to be put 
cheque. I 
plaints are 

No, it is against a member 
It is annoying to the people 

off for the payment of their 
do feel that if all these com• 
brought to the knowledge of 

IJ 
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the Board they would certainly be put 
right. That is why I arn saying that 
a reconstitution of the Board is absolutely 
necessary for the progress of the industry. 

Dr. SINGH: I would just like t.o know 
what happens when rice produced in 
Essequebo and graded there as " super " 
is delivered to the Rice lYforketing Board. 
Is it subjected to further grading? I lmve 
been told that is done and the owners are 
put to extra expense. I would like to hear 
from the Chairman of the Rice Marketing 
Board if that is so. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I have listened with 
interest to what has been sa,id by the hon. 
Member for North Western District (Mr. 
Jacob) and the hon. Member for Es�equcbo 
River (Mr. Lee), and I ct1.nnot say that I 
have been in the least impressed. I had 
thought better of them and I had hoped 
when this Board started that these hon. 
Membere would have done their utmost, 
if they had any patriotism in them, to help 
the Government and the Board in getting 
the people to understand and appreciate 
what is being done for them and that they 
would have encouraged the people to plant 
more and more because we have a w,u on. 
This Board was introduced as a war 
measure and the people of the Colony, 
especially those like the two hon. Members 
I have referred to, would be doing their 
duty to the Government and the country 
by helping the genel'al public to under­
stand the situation and by doing every­
thing to work with, instead of against, the 
Government. 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of cor­
rection! I object strongly to the hon. 
Member saying that we have worked 
against this Government. 

t" • Mr. LEE: I may point out for the
benefit of my hon. friend that I had .
appealed to Government for a loan bank
to help the people in W akenaam and
Government has grnnted it. If he did

• not know that he knows it now.

Mr. WALCOTT : I hope there will be 
no further interruption I do not state 
75 per cent. facts. I state all facts. 

. 

L
Mr. LEE: My statement is a fact. 

:Mr. WALCOTT: These interruptions 

leave me cold. I want to express my 
appreciation of the work done by the 
Board, the members of which have had 
a very difficult task to perform. Anyone 
with commonsense and fair judgment will 
realize what it is to organize a Board of 
this kind and to get everybody and every­
thing into shape. I a.rn not ,t member of 
the Board now a,nd I do not wi::;h to be a 
member, but I know the work th<tt con­
fronted the Board when .it started. I tliiuk 
the hon. Colonial Treasurer as Chairman 
of Board should receive the J{ighc8t appre­
ciation from the publit: . and especi,Llly 
those interested in the rice industry, but 
instead of that he is only being critit:ized 
adversely. I have never heard any favour­
able criticism of the Board by the two 
hon. Members who have spoken. ·when 
we consider that the .Babnce Sheet only 
shows a loss of $1,600 after providing for 
$8,000 loss on the purchase of 1·ice from 
Barb,tdos for the Trinid,td s,tle, I think 
the Board has done marvellously well .• 

I have hea,rd the prediction from many 
people who ought to know better that the 
Board would suffer a loss of $40,000 in the 
first year, but I would say that the wish 
was father of the thought. The Board 
in the first ye,Lr got up against a sna,g. It 
was obliged to do so. The Bmtrd might 
have got wrong people on it ,tt tl.te start, 
but as time went 011 things were got into 
shape. Many people came to me with com­
plaints at that time m1d I told them what 
others should have done, and that i:; that 
they should be tolerant ,tnd the · Bom·d 
would function better next year than this 
year as it was new to the t,tsk assigned it. 
I told them to be patient and to go on 
planting. I am afraid they did not get that 
advice from other sources. Rice businci;s, 
I know personally having been in it 42 
years, i::; most difficult to handle. You 
have in many cases to deal with men 
uneducated but shrewd itll the same, 
who are very interested in the business but, 
nevertheless, full of suspicion-I am afraid 
my hon. friends also have that suspicion­
and it will take years to wear down that 
suspicion. The Marketing Board will 
wear it clown, I hope, during this ycm·. I 
am sure the Chairman of the Board has 
seen the pitfalls and will be in a better 
position to run it more satisfactorily than 
he has been able to do iu the past. 

With regard to the suggestion made by 
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the hon. Member f�r North Western 
District that no estimates for the future 
have been given in the Board's report, 
whid1 he terms useless, the fact that 
estimates were given and worked 
upon last year is the cause of all the 
ditl:iculty. The Agricultural Department 
ha1; got to hear ;1 cert11in amount 
of blame for that. The Department 
esti mrtted a certain crop which turned 
out to be 22 per cent. less than tho 
estimate. It therefore shows how much 
estimates are to be depended upon. Rice can 
change in a few weeks from a 45,000 tons 
crop to 11 30,000 tons one. It just depends on 
whether you get rain at the reaping season. 
If you do, you would not get 50 per cent. 
of the crop. The only thing you can 
depend upon to make your sales and regu­
late or fix your price is the actual padi in 
the factory after reaping has been com­
pleted. Jt. is dil±icult to get that, but men 
who r1re trained in the job can do it. I 
would s11y to the hon. Colonial Treasurer 
11s C1rn,irman of the Bo,ird that it would be 
well worth his while if after the crop is 
harvested and in the barn a thorough 
check be made before making any big-scale 
sales. 

'l'hc hon. Member for North ·western 
District has expre�sed disapproval of the 
Board and has suggested that 50 per cent. 
of the personnel of the Board be changed. 
I would be glad to know from him who he 
suggest should be put in their places. I have 
no doubt that if that Member and the hon. 
lVIerober for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) 
were to be on the Board there would be n 
wouderful clmnge, but I will not say what 
the change will be. The hon . .Ylember for 
:North vVestcrn District also referred to 
the tre:itwcnt of " coolies "-I call them 
East Iudir111s. 'l'here has been, I believe, a 
certai11 au1ount of diss,1tisfaction over Lhe 
t!chLy that those people have had in getting 
their money from the Bom·d but., as I say, 
the thing is in its iufancy and you must 
expect difficulties at the start. I hope, 
however, now that the Board has been 
going for a year a,11 that would be finished 
wit.J i , and if the staff of the Board .is not 
trenting the public ,ts they should be 
tre:iterl then it is for the members of the 
llo:Lrd 1 o 1liseipline tlmt staff Mid to dis­
rni :-;:-; the uffenderH if uecessary. (Hear! 
Ilear ! !) 

The hou. l\fomlicr for Es8eqnebo River 

suggested that the Marketing Board should 
look after irrigation and draimige. That 
is not theu business, and he ought to know 
that. It is the business of the Govern­
ment to do th.tt. They function purely as 
a Rice Marketing Board and have nothing 
to do with irrigation and drainage. It is 
a pity that hon. Members mix up the two 
things. 

�Tith regard to the complaints about 
the grading, yesterday the hon. Member 
for North Western Di�trict stated that a 
lot of rice came down, the .colour of which 
was No. 3 and the breakage No. 1. I can­
not imagine that rice with No. 3 colour 
and No. 1 breakage can make a No. 1 rice. 
He is asking for a compromise. That is 
so ridiculous to anybody who knows any­
thing about rice, that it is hard for me to 
believe that the Rice Marketing Board can 
dare to attempt to sell No. 3 colour rice 
with No. 1 breakage as a No. 1 rice, No 
one in this Colony who eats rice would 
ever accept that. 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to correct that. 
The Chairman of the Rice Marketing 
Board will not di8pute that. It is a fact. 

Mr. McDA YID : What is a fact ? 

Mr. JACOB: It is a fact that you took 
No. 3 colour rice, blended it with broken 
rice and sold it a8 No. 1, and then passed 
a regulation on the 26th October giving 
you the right to sell rice other than Super, 
A and B. 

Mr. McDAVID: It is not a fact. I 
shall address the Council on that later, 

Mr. JACOB: The rice was delivered by 
a miller and when he received the grading 
certificate, w'.1ich is there for your inspec� 
tion, it showed that the breakage was only 
23.5 but it was classed as No. 3 on account 
of its colour. The miller received $3.40 
per bag from the Board and the rice was 
sent to a wharf and there blended with 
broken rice further reducing the grade and 
re-sold as no grade rice at $-1.50. The 
Board made a profit of more than $1.10 per 
bag. That is what the producers object 
to-the Board should not make exorbitant 
profit:; from the sale of their produce. 

Mr. WALCOT'l1 : The certificate I have 
seen does not explain the situation in the 
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least. When the matter was stated yester­
day, I made a careful note. The suggestion 
then was that the rice was graded. as No. 1 
broken and sold as No. 1. To-day I hear 
it was sold as no grade rice. That leaves 
me in the air. I do not know where I am. 
I thought you were selling on grade. I 
have been away for a few months and I 
suppose things have changed. From what 
the hon. Member for North Western Dis­
trict has just stated, I should consider that 
the Rice �larketing Board were mighty 
good merchants to manage to make $1.10 
per bag profit on that particular rice. I sup­
pose the hon. Member is jealous that he 
could not make as much when handling, the 
sale outside the Bonrd. I do not wish to 
delay the Council any longer. I ouly wish 
to say and to plead with the two hon. 
Members to whom I have referred to try 
and honestly help the people, the Gov­
ernment and the Commonwealth 0£ Nations 
in prosecuting this war to a successful 
issue by getting the people together 
-uniting them. If they spend a lot
of their time · in helping the people
to understand the position and to play
the gnme with Govemment and inciden­
tally with themselves, they would be doing
much better wo1 k than coming and express­
ing adverse opinion in this Council.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: As a member ofthe 
Rice Marketing Board I did not propose 
to speak but I have decided to do w for 
two reasons, both of which emanated from 
the remarks of the hon. Member for North 
Western Disti;-ict and the hon. Member for 
Essequebo Rivel'. I am not going to sound 
the praises 0£ the Board. I leave that to 
others to do. The Board had a very difticult 
time and endeavoured to struggle through it. 
The hon. M.ember for North 'V-,T estern Dis­
trict has said that if a member has not 
attended the meetings 0£ the Board regularly 
he could not give of his best to the Board­
I wish to say that every member of that 
Board, I am perfectly sure, gives as much 
and more of his time to the business of 
the Board than he can possibly afford. 

Mr. JACOB: I have never tried to 
convey that impression. I say the mem­
bers are not informed ; they do not know 
the technique of planting and marketing 
of rice. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS : It is quite clear 

what the hon. Member said. I£ a mem­
ber is absent from any meetings 0£ the 
Board, it is because he is un11voidably 
11bsent. He does give of his best and that 
honestly. When the hon. Member for 
Essequebo River said that the members of 
the Board are not giving their best advice 
he was either imputing dishonesty on the 
part of some members Ol' he was unable to 
choose his words ·properly. I must ask 
him to say exactly what he does mean OL' 
to withdraw any allegation of improper 
conduct on the part of any member of the 
Board. I am not suggesting that he mennt 
that, but if he does, then I am asking that 
he withrlra,w it. It is perfectly clear th,it 
this Board is serving a very uHeful purpose 
:md I want emphatically to deny the. 
suggestion that it has not the confidence 
of the rice community. I wish to sny that 
there are certain members 0£ that com­
munity in whose minds dissatisfaction has 
been engendered by certain persons, and 
those certain persons are known to certain 
Members of this Council. If those certain 
persons would only endeavour to get the 
rice people together, as the hon. Nomi­
nated Member, Mr. 'V\Talcott, has suggested, 
and co-operate with the Rice Marketing 
Board they would be contribut,ing towards 
the effort in the war in which the Empire 
is at present engaged. But instead of that 
they come here and make hostile criticisms 
of ·the Board which is doing all it can to 
serve this country. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It is difficult 
to understand the arguments of the hon. 
Member for North ·western District and 
the hon. Member for Esseguebo River. 
Their criticisms of the Rice Marketing 
Board ruay be in regard to the constitution 
or personnel of the Board. Is the criticism. 
levelled by the hon. Members at the Board 
in relation to the price obtaining either 
for padi or rice? I take it, it is not, as the 
hon. Member for Essequebo River has 
de finitely stated that he does not neces­
sarily suggest that there should be an in­
crease in the price 0£ rice. With that I 
do not agree, but I think if we are going 
to have co-operation and, as suggested in 
Your Excellency's Speech, improved and 
increased production the remainder of the 
community may be able to stand the bur­
den of another half cent on n, pint of rice 
provided the producer or grower also 
obtains the benefit as well as the miller. 
But assuming,· as I take it, that the 
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general criticism by the hon. Members is 
not directed to the question of price, then 
is it directed to the control of the indus­
try-the second process of analysis? I take 
it that is not so, because of the fact that 
the hon. Member for North Western 
District has stated that he thinks there 
should be control. Then what are they 
criticizing the Board for? Is it, as I have 
indicated, the personnel of the Boa.rd? If 
tlrnt is so, then the sa.me hon. Member has 
told us tha,t he is here to tell us plainly in 
words what we are to do and not to do. He 
should therefore inform us and not keep 
us in the dark as to what is the personnel 
of the Board suggested by him, who are the 
members to be removed and who a.re to 
repla<.:e them. 

Mr. J.A.COB: If I may interrupt the 
hon. Member, I made it perfectly clear­
a,nd also the hon. Memher for Essequebo 
River-that the Rice Producers' Advisory 
Committee comprised of seventeen mem­
bers representing the entire Colony made 
a una.uimous recommendation when sixteen 
members wern present that the personnel 
of the Board should be changed by 50 per 
cent. The mimes were not stated in the 
records of the Commiittee but were con­
veyed to the Chairman of the Board. I 
have repe11,tcd that three times between 
yesterday and to-da.y. The personnel of 
the Board is what the people have no 
confidence in. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It is just the point 
to which I make reference that has got 
the hon. Member out of his seat. I am 
not concerned as to whether a general 
allegation is made against the Bonrd or a 
genernl suggestion is made for a change of 
50 per cent. of the personnel of the Boa.rd. 
I am asking the hou. �fomber to state 
spccifica.lly who he suggests should be 
removed from the Board, a,nd who should 
take their places. Name them ! 

Mr. JACOB: I can do that, if it is the 
wish of the Council. 

Mr. c_ V. WIGHT: .A.re we to put it 
to the ballot to get the names of another 
lot? We must know something about it. 
I would ask the hon. Member, having 
changed the personnel of the Board, is it 
proposed to pay the members of the Board? 
vV e talk of increased cost of production 
and that the producer is not getti�g

enough. Where are the expenses of the 
Board to be paid from-general revenue 
or the rice industry? These criticisms 
may be all right or wrong, but let us ha.Te 
some constructive criticisms. Let us know 
where we are going to be when the change 
is made in so far as the crop is concerned. 
Perhaps some other persons may start to 
criticize the changed personnel of tha 
Board. I quite agree with the hon. Nomi­
nated Member, Mr. Walcott, who states that 
if, as the hon. Member for Essequebo River 
has stated, the members of the staff of tho 
Rice Ma.rketing Board have been guilty of 
discourtesy to the public they should be 
taught·, and that severely, that they are 
servants of the public. They are paid 
indirectly by the public, and I am sure the 
members of the Board will deal with them 
when such cases arise. Perhaps the hon. 
Members can enlighten this Council on 
what exactly are the points, whether the 
points I have indicated are the points on 
which they are levelling criticism at the 
Board or not, or whether they have in 
mind other points on which they criticize 
the Board. 

I would like to know from the hon. 
.Members for North ·western District 
and Essequebo River whether they are 
in favour of a central rice mill being 
established in Essequebo, and whetl101' that 
can be erected out of the Colonial Develop­
ment Fund. Those are the sort of things 
to be brought to the Council so as to 
enable the Council to decide where the 
Board in its control of the industry is weak, 
whether the price is adequate or other­
wise, whether the personnel of the Board 
is competent or, as suggested by the hon. 
Members, not giving of their best for 
gratuitous service. I do not know whether 
the hon. Members are suggesting that 
gratuitous service on the Board should be 
ma.de remunerative and from tha,t we will 
then be able to proceed one step further, and 
I ask whetherthe hon. Members are suggest­
ing that from the payment of members of 
the Board and of public bodies of that 
kind there would be au attempt for pay­
ment for their services rendered round the 
table of this Council. I do not know 
whether that is in the offing, If that is 
so, I am not in favour of it. I ask the 
hon. Members to declare openly whether 
they are in favour of it, thereby increasing 
the expenses of an alrea.dy overburdened 
community with taxation in order to meet 
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the pres,mt crisis, which is as much con­
cern to us sitting here as to those actively 
engaged in the fighting forces in the United 
Kingdom to-day. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: When the hon. 
Member for N ort.h Western District began 
his usual discussion on the rice industry, I 
for private reasons had to leave this Coun­
cil Chamber, and I understand my absence 
was commented upou by the hon. Mem­
ber during the course of his remarks. 
Perhaps I may take this opportunity of 
informing him that one of the reasons why 
I left the Council Chamber was that I 
have become accustomed to hearing him 
on this particular subject repeating him­
self and quoting the same figures on so 
many occasions that I can almost venture 

_ to leave the Chamber when he is speaking 
and practically reproduce a verbatim re­
port of all he has said. It is not unusual 
for us to sit here and hear the hon. M em­
bee accuse Government of ruining the rice 
industry. It is not unusual for us to listen 
to the hon. Member's attacks on the 
personnel of the Rice Marketing Board. 
V.T e have heard that over imd over again, 
The hon Member has had so many oppor­
tunities during the course of the several 
speeches he has made on the subject to 
advise Government and the Board as to 
how to make the conditions of those 
engaged in the rice industry and their 
well-being much happier than I presume 
they are at the moment, and yet he seems 
to fail in that duty. 

Speaking as a member of the Board, 
though I am only quite recently a 
member, I would like to inform the 
hon. Member that I prefer to be judged 
by the more responsible members of the 
community as regards my action on that 
Boa.rel than by the hon. Member, What 
has the Board done to bring about this 
wanton attack on its personn�l? The hon. 
Member has failed to put forward any 
reasons. He has very glibly given us minor 
details-one instance being of a man who 
sold some rice in New Amsterdam over 
which there was some difficultv. The hon, 
.Member faiied to inform thi� Council­
and I am going to refer to it because he 
referred to it  in another place before­
that when the matter was brought to the 
notice of the authorities concerned the 
situation was remedied, That is to say-

Mr. JACOB: I have to correct the hon. 

Member. It is regrettable I have to rise. 
He left this Council Chamber when I was 
speaking. He presumes I had given 
figures. That presumption is incorrect. 
'rhe presumption is that I did not refer to 
the fact that the matter was remedied. 

Mr. D& AGUIAR: I am sorry the hon. 
Member does not seem to understand me. 
I think he suffers from the way in which 
he says I confuse his words. He mentioned 
that yesterday. He referred to it in 
another place and on that occasion he 
directly charged the Board for doing 
something which in fact was not done. I 
understand he referred to the question 
again-

Mr. JACOB: To a point of-order! Any­
thing discussed at another place should 
not be brought in here. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: On the question of 
procedure there is something more I would 
like to tell the hon. Member. There is 
very little he can teach me on the question 
of procedure. For example, this morning 
in the Council I was hoping the hon. 
Member would have been told it was not 
the correct thing to do to refer to ques­
tions tabled and the answers given him and 
to deal with them in the way he was doing 
unless he wanted it to appear that he was 
making a lengthy speech. In the course 
of his remfLrks the hon. Member asked 
what forecast the Board has given for next 
year ? He claimed that the Board has 
failed in the report published to make any 
forecast. I do not know what forecast the 
hon. Member was referring to. I do not 
know whether he wants the Board to fore­
cast whether there will be a good Spring 
crop next year and whether it will be 
10,000 tons. I do not know whether that 
is what he had in mind. If he wants a 
forecast of the weather, perhaps he may 
refer the matter to the hon. Member who, 
I regret, is not in his seat to-day on 
account of illness because he could tell us 
with a certain amount of precisi-on when 
rain is going to fall and when the weather 
is going to be hot. I have told the hon. 
Member for North Wes tern District 
before, and I must repeat it again to-day, 
that the Rice :Marketing Board by its very 
name is a rice marketing organization. 
Whatever rice is delivered to the Board, if 
the Board sells it and at a reasonable 
price it has fulfilled its object. The hon. 
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Membe1· has not told us there was rice in 
the country for which a market was not 
obtained. 

·Mr. JACOB: They have oversold!

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Even if they have
oversold the hon. Member himself has in 
his business oversold rice. If he did not 
then I am sorry to say that he is not a 
businessman. I am sure that in his own 
business when he dealt with rice he sold 
rice that he never had, but the rice had 
to be obtained afterwards and which in 
some instances he even failed to obtain and 
had to call off the contract. There is 
nothing irregular about that. That i:; 
regular commercial practice. There is 
one point the hon. .:V.fembe1· said that 
rather interested me a great deal, and I 
was hoping to learn something from his 
lips, and that was when he referred to the 
fact that there is a good deal of invested 
money in the industry that is uncollectable 
owing to control. I made a note of the 
words when he was uttering them, and I 
was hoping he would have enlightened me· 
a little more on that subject because I 
think the hon. Member knows that my 
firm-

Mr. JACOB: My hon. friend was not 
present yeste1·day but yet he states he 
noted down what I said then. I hnve said 
it over and over again that I am not 
against control. 

THE CHAIRMAN : "There was a 
good deal of invested money which it was 
inpossible to collect owing to control." 
My recollection is tha.t the hon. Member 
did make that statement. I do not think 
the time of the Council should be con­
tinuously wasted by unnecessary interrup­
tions. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am sure I am 
correct. At, the time he uttered those 
words I made a note of them, and for the 
benefit of the hon. Member I may state 
that the hon. Member on my right (Mr. 
Peer Bacchus) has a 8imilar note. 'l'he 
note reads : "A large sum of invested 
money in the industry which is uncollect­
able owing to control." I was saying, I 
was hoping the hon. Member would have 
continued and pointed out to this Council 
-I think Government would certainly he
interested and I was very interested to find
out--in what way the money invested by the

people was uncollectable owing to control. I 
wanted to be educated on that, as my 
experience of it is entirely different from 
that of the hon. Member. If the hon. 
Member desires what had existed in the 
past to continue and in that way satisfy 
himself that any money he personally 
might have had invested in the industry is 
protected, theu the hon. Member is only 
advocating his own cause. Does the hon. 
Member say that when these poor unfortu­
nate rice millers and dealers used to arrive 
at the Georgetown Railway Station and the 
Georgetown Steamer Stelling with a con­
signment of rice and had to be running 
hither and thither trying to find a pur­
chaser, who on the other hand was trying 
to cut the price down, is a happy situation? 
The position is entirely different now. A 
man brings his rice to town, goes to the 
Board and knows what price he is going 
to get provided the quality of his rice falls 
within the specified grade. There is no 
comparison between the two conditions. 

Just at this stage I desire to make a 
brief reference. vVe are all making com­
parisons and I think the comparison I am 
going to make ip. this case will be quite 
appropriate, It is true that as a result 
of prei;sure of work on the staff there 
must be some slight delay in obtaining 
payments for rice, but how does that 
compare with the man who is trying for 
two or three days to sell his rice· and until 
he finds a purchaser cannot leave town 
for his home, and then he does not know 
how much he is going to get for his rice. 
It seems to me that in the one case the 
man who is dealing with the Board is in a 
better position as it is only a question of 
waiting for the actual money to be put 
into his hands, while in the other case we 
k11ow what degree of uncertainty there is 
in respect of the other man. The delay 
complained about is unavoidable. It is all 
very well and good when one is dealing 
with one individual. It is very easy to 
despatch that individual at a moment's 
not.ice, but it must be remembered that 
the Rice Marketing Board is an organiza­
tion dealing with several persons carrying 
rice there. As one of the members of the 
Board I can assure you that a great num­
ber of cheques has to be signed aud a num­
ber of other things to be done, all of which 
take ti me. I would like to assure the 
hon. :Member and those who spoke of delay 
that every effort is being made to minimize· 
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the delay, and it can safely be said that at 
the present time there is a great deal of 
improvement in that respect. 

I was, going to deal with the remarks 
made that members of the Board should 
be paid for their services, but that was so 
well dealt with by my hon. friends, the 
Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Humphrys) and the Member for Western 
Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) ,that I would 
be trespassing too much on the time of the 
Council if I express my additional views 
on the subject. But I would like to say 
that I heartily endorse all that they 
have said. As regards the industry as 
a whole, I am going to leave alone 
the other criticisms at the moment. I 
am not concerned about that, owing to the 
fact that they came only from the lips of 
the hon. Member for North Westem Dis­
trict and the hon. Member for Essequebo 
River. Nothing that they said would 
give us another grain of rice than we have 
to-day. I challenge any of them to dispute 
that statement. I am going to implore 
Government to make every effort that is 
possible to see that the Agricultural 
Department exert -special effort to ensur-e 
a very large, or as large as possible, Spring 
crop next year. I know that a great deal 
depends on weather conditions, but, never­
theless, I think it would be folly merely to 
sit down and nay : " Are we going to get 
rain next month or are we not going to get 
rain?" I think we should make our plans, 
weather or no weather, for the planting of 
a bumper Spring crop. There 11,re other 
reasons apart from the good that it will do 
to the growers and millers and the inhab­
itants of the Colony. I am looking upon 
it that we have, as the hon. Mr. Walcott 
said, to make every effort towards that 
end. I know the demand there is for rice. 

I was surprised to hear the same hon. 
Members saying that we should not export 
rice. I was painfully surprised as there 
are so many reasons again:.t such a state­
ment. First of all, are we going to 
abandon the markets we have worked so 
hard to get ? What is even more 
important at this time 1 are we going to 
allow our brothers in the West Indies to 
go without food? I have never in all my 
life heard hon. Members make such a state­
ment without giving the mattei- the full 
consideration that it deHerves. I have no 
desire to prolong this discussion further, 

except to conclude by saying that as a 
member of the Board I have endeavoured 
to do what I can in the interest of the in­
dustry and to repeat that I prefer to be 
judged by the more responsible members 
of the community than by the several hon, 
Members who have spoken against the 
Board. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to correct 
the sbtcmcut itbout monies remaining 
uncollectable. I have said it over and 
over again and I am going to repeat it 
once more, that by the present method of 
control production has gone down con­
siderably and monies outstanding cannot 
be collected. If the hon. YJember cannot 
understand that, it is a matter for him. 
J'Yly hon. friend has put forward the 
astounding statement that rice should be 
ex.ported. I do not wish to refer to the 
hon. Member's business. I want to ask if 
he is confirming the statement that we 
should export our rice and import Indian 
rice here for re-export, as was done in 
Barbados resulting in a loss of $8,000 in 
one single transaction. If that is what 
the hon . .Member has in mind as a member 
of the Board, then my opinion of him is 
changed considerably and he should be 
relieved of his appointment on that Board. 
If it is the opinion that in this Colony we 
should export all our copra and oil and 
then import copra and oil, export all our 
rice and then import rice for local con­
sumption then, I think, we are doing very 
well indeed. Although the hon. Member 
for Essequebo River and myself have tried 
to point out that you should never export 
until after you have made sure that you 
have adequate supplies in hand for local 
consumption, yet it is held that we say 
you should not export. Every time the 
hon. Member gets up he endeavours to 
confuse my remarks. He sa,ys it took two 
or three days to sell in the past. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I snid nothing of 
the kind. The hon. Member is suffering 
from confusion of thought. I said if it 
takes two or three days-

Mr. JACOB: It is taking more than 
that on some occasions. In the past a 
man brought his rice to Georgetown and 
could have left for hii; home the followincr 

d ") 
0 

day or the same ay. I 108e are minor 
complaints. I am not referring to that so
much now. One hon. 1'l.ember referred to

� 



I 

l 

I 

123 Estimates, 1941 6 DECEMBER, 1940, -Ag'l'icultiire 124

the fact that we should name those who 
should be removed from the Board. If it 
is the wish of the Council we can do that. 
I have no objection. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I take strong 
objection to hon. Members introducing 
personalities into the debate. 

Mr. JACOB: That is why I did not 
name them. It is not what the hon. Mem­
ber for Essequebo River and myself want, 
it is the unanimous recommendation of the 
Rice Producers' Advisory Committee. vVe 
felt that if the personnel of the Board is 
changed there would be confidence in the 
Board. 

-Mr. LEE: The hon. Membe1· for Cen­
tral Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) referred 
to his appointment as a member of the 
Rice Marketing Board. To whom was it 
due? It was due to the recommendation 
of the Rice Producers' Advisory Commit­
tee. That Committee advised Government 
that the industry required on the Board 
more experienced men in marketing, and 
his appointment was the outcome of that. 
Perhaps he does not know that. Does the 
hon, Member for Central Demerara say 
that nobody can hurl criticism at him or 
at the Board since he and the other two 
members were appointed? I am saying 
that whilst I was on the Advisory Commit­
tee it was there held that certain members 
of the Board could not afford the time or 
were not giving of their best to the Board. 
That was discussed by the Committee, 
and that is how the recommendation came 
about. I personally felt from what was said 
there, that the recommendation should be 
made. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Is the hon. Member 
making another speech or a correction ? 
He is perfectly entitled to make a, 
correction. 

Mr. LEE: I am correcting a statement 
made by the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara (Mr. Humphrys) that I should 
be afforded an opportunity of withdrawing 
cel'tain statements I made. I would like 
to tell him that certain statements were 
made at a meeting of a certain Committee 
which led that Committee to arrive at that 
conclusion. I can come to no other con­
clusion than that certain members of the 
Boai·d we1·e not giving of their best. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What the hon. 
tl'lember means is that as members of the 
Board they are entitled to protection from 
imputations on their motives. 

Mr. LEE: It is said that certain Mem­
bers of the Board were absent from tho 
meetings of the Board and the papers 
were taken to them only to be signed. 
'l,hey signed the papers without even know­
ing what discussion had taken place ou 
them. If they cannot pursue any infor­
mation given to the Board for the benefiL 
of the industry, it is logical to conclude 
that they are not giving of their best. If 
the attendance at meetings of -the Board is 
gone into it would be seen that many of the 
members were absent on several occasions, 
when, perhaps, discussion on important 
issues took place. When I made reference 
to the increasing of the price, which the 
hon. Member for Western Essequebo (Mr. 
C. V. Wight) queries, I meant the sale
price·

THE CHAIRMAN : Not the purchase 
price I You meant there should be a 
bigger margin ? 

Mr. LEE; The lowest price should be 
$1.50. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It seems impos­
sible to get the hon. :Member to understand 
that $1.20 is the minimum price. 

Mr. LEE: I am saying that in respect 
of the minimum price it should be $1.50. 
If regulations are iseued in respect of that 
it would be an encouragement to the pro­
ducers. 

THE CHAIRl1AN: That is an increase 
of the purchase price ? 

Mr. LEE : It depends on the grade of 
the rice produced. At the ptese11t moment, 
Your Excellency, the Board is taking 
No. 3 rice and selling it at $4'.50. If pro­
ducers are encouraged there will be grfiater 
areas under rice cultivation. I would like 
to correct the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara. In November, Hl39, the hon. 
Member fo1· North Western District and 
myself informed Government that there 
would be a shortage and the Board should 
not export the quantity which it ex­
J•::icted to do. If that information was 
brought to the notice of the Board I am 
po8itive the membe1·s of the Board would 
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have enquired into it. That was not done 
and as a result there was a loss of $8,000. 
In the face of that must we sit still and 
say the Board is carrying on in the best 
interest of the industry? We are saying 
that the facts are not properly put before 
the Board, and that. is how the members 
cannot give their best advice. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I wish to make an 
earnest appeal to hon. Members who have 
spoken on this matter. I agrne that rice 
is a very popular diet, everyone likes it. 
'vVe are getting on to the adjournment and 
we have hau a lot of it. ·what I object to is 
that when we get home we will not be able 
to eat it. (Laughter). Let us get on to some-
thing else. I t  seems difficult to know 
when the hon. Member · for Essequebo 
River has finished his speech. I do 
appeal to hon. Members to let us get a 
mQve on. 

Mr. LUCRHOO: I would like to get on 
to something else, and that is to make 
reference to Your Excellency's very 
interesting speech at  the opening of the 
Annual Session. The extract I wish to 
refer to is that relating to better irrigation 
facilities. In your well considered address 
Your Excellency stated : 

I think that the lessons of thtJ recent 
drought have served to impress on us forcibly 
the urgent need of better irrigation facilities, 
both to provide for the extension of the culti-
vable areas and to improve the productive 
capacity of lands now under occupation. 

This is the point I wish to lay particu-
lar emphasis upon : 

There are many demands from various parts 
of the country for improvements of this kind. 
They cannot all be met, and in the selection of 
plans to which tho very limited funds available 
can first be applied it is essential to concen-
trate on those :ireas where the extent and 
quality of the Jund to be improved nnd the 
numbers of persons to be benefited promise the 
fullest and earliest return for the outlay to be 
undertaken ..... 

A good deal of remarks have been made 
under this item "Rice Grading Officer," 
but I have not yet heard one word said 
which will improve the position of the 
producers of that particular commodity. 
One hon. Member referred in very general 
terms to drainage and in-igation. That is 
a plea which has been put forward to this 
Government many years ago. 

Mr. O, V, WJG:J'-IT 1 'l'he hon, lYiembst 

has forgotten that I suggested a half cent 
per pint more to the consumer, which 
automatically means an increased price to 
the producer. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I t  was such a small 
increase that I did not take note of i t  at 
the time. If  the hon. Member thinks the 
industry will improve by giving the pro-
ducers a half cent per pint more, that is a 
matter for the Competent Authority to 
decide. I t  is quite capable of advising 
Government on that particular point. 
What I do wish to advise this Council is 
that steps should be taken to improve the 
position of the active producers of this 
commodity. Government has clone its part. 
There has been inaugurated a drainage 
system in various parts of the Colony. I 
know that on the Corentyne attention has 
been paid to the drainage of those lands, 
and I am hoping that Government will 
follow that up by having introduced some 
irrigation scheme whereby certain areas 
may be benefited. We all know the cost 
of irrigation. That point has been very 
clearly brought home to this Council by 
one hon. Member, and it is not my desire 
to urge Government to embark upon a. 
wholesale scheme without first counting 
the cost and whether i t  would be an 
economical proposition to adopt. But this 
I can say, and probably Government may 
take a note of it, there are certain areas on 
the Corentyne that need attention. I 
believe representation may follow soon 
on this particular point with respect to the 
surveying of the areas between Nos. 66 
and 7 4, a very healthy rice growing dis-
trict, where the suggestion is mji,de that by 
having a sluice put down in that particu-
lar area i t  will be the means of control-
ling and conserving the water supply from 
the savannah lands. A proposal of that 
sort should be carefully examined by 
Government before embarking upon it. 
J?uring the recent drought I may mention, 
Your Excellency, -there has been a great 
deal of unrest among certain inhabitants 
in the County of Berbice, particularly at  • 
the time when the Control Board started 
to reconstruct a number of sluices. 

Also there has been complaint as to the 
price of the commodity sent to George-
town, but that little bit of trouble was 
cured in no time by the initiative of the 
Board in taking proper steps to have 
cheque  m1\do out, to the VGl"i.O\U pro• 
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prietors so that payment is made as 
quickly as possible. I happened to be on 
the Marketing Board at the time, and I 
devoted much time to its work. I make 
no apology for that. What I am deeply 
concerned about is the progress of this 
particular industry among a class of people, 
who by their own initiative have been the 
pioneers of this industry. They are the 
people we should look to assist in 
every possible way, and we can only do 
that by offering them every facility for 
growing rice and so improve the production 
in this particular respect. I t  is very un-
fortunate at times to hear all kinds of 
comments, some of them having actually 
no bearing. Our time is valuable in this 
Council, and repetition of remarks from 
time to time is a waste of time, unless 
some constructive criticism is brought to 
bear on a particular question. 

We all admit that British Guiana is 
undoubtedly a Colony with great agricul-
tural possibilities, and the importance of 
agriculture cannot be too frequently em-
phasized in this Council. The farmers, 
I believe, have done their best in the past; 
they have suffered bitterly at one time by 
too much water and at another time by none 
ll.t all. Steps are being taken now by
Government to improve those conditions.
I t  is advisable on the part of Gov-
ernment to embark on no wholesale
scheme unless it knows what• the cost
will be and the economic value of the
land in question. I feel sure the Agricul-
tural Department will do its best in that
direction. \Ve have Agricultural Instruc-
tors on the Corentyne who am trying to
educate the people along the right lines ;
they move n,bout the people and encourage
them. I do hope hon. Members of 
Council will take the, opportunity of 
going around their constit encies and
advising the people in the matter. •ro 
make open remarks condemning in entirety
the Board, which exists for a good purpose
and is conducted by a Chairman who is a
man of great ability, it seems to me to be 
very poor gratitude for the help which is so 
brilliantly and generously given _on behalf
of the Colony. I feel sure that on these
Boards where men's services are given free
and on which they are invited to serve, the
members do their work without any idea
of gaining popular applause. If one is not
actuated by sinct:i-e n1oti ves to be of benefit
to th@ gc;nnmunity \11,1 nrn ll l}tt\y cnitl)idc, 

Some people have their own axe to grind 
in attempting to seek control of a certain 
industry and will advocate a change, but 
that is not the way to act if you are going 
to help the Colony as a whole. Let us be 
sincere in all we do, and not allow selfish 
motives to be introduced in the discussions 
we have in this Council. 

I wish to make these remarks because I 
feel that sometimes hon. Members, who 
are members of Boards, are being viciously 
attacked by others whose contributions to 
the debates when a proper assessment is 
made of the results are found to be worth 
nothing at all. I do hope that the promise 
Your Excellency has made and your pro-
nouncement on the drainage facility will be 
given attention. I shall certainly encourage 
the people on the Corentyne to be heartened 
by what Your Excellency has said. If it 
is possible for anything to be done to 
help the people reap what they have sown, 
Your Excellency will be achieving a great 
deal. There is a long stretch of land from 
Lancaster to No. 64 on which there was 
not one blade of grass <luring the drought, 
but the people there are imbued with the 
desire to carry on the industry ; they are 
undaunted and are resolved to do so. 
If Government provides free distribution 
of padi in those aretis affected by the 
drought, Your Excellflncy will gain the 
goodwill of the people in th t district. 

The Council adjourned for the luncheon 
recess until 2 p.m. 

2 p . m . -
Mr. WOOLFORD was prese11t. 

Mr, McDA VID (Colonin,J Treasurer) : 
Sir, the ho11. Member for North \'Vestern 
District (Mr. J"acub) has achieved anothet· 
remarkable perfonua11("e, just as lie did in 
Angllst last when he m·,n,Lged to S]Jeak on 
the rice indust,ry i11 thi,; Colony for o,·er 
an hour aud a 1ml f and mentioned the 
word "drought" only once, and thu.t in 
the verv la t seotenee. Tlmt is all the 
more /emiirkable when one remeruberH 
that he appeared to be attackin!.( or criti-
cizing the Rice Marketing Board because 
it failed to export the quantity of rice 
which had ori1,1iually uben estimated, and 
at the same time aucl practically in the 
sarne breath, he was w,LL"ning the B ard 
not to expod any wore rice uutil certain 
cion.ditiQM bl.\d be.ia fulfilled, l  hould li g 
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to be generous and put that down to self-
deception, but I ,i.m afraid it is not that. 
I t  is an almnst wicked attempt to d1·aw 
false conclusions as to what has led to the 
present position. The hon. Member was 
at pains to point out that he is not against 
control, yet it  seems carious that he has 
got hiroself into a position that ho is 
is almost Public Euemy No. l in regard 
to the existence of control and the exist-
ence of the Boarrl. I sometimes wonder 
how he got himself in that position, and 
why he cannot escape from it, and I think 
I know. 

The hon.  !ember was away in England 
last year when this scheme was started. 
Certain Me,ubel's'nf the Council and my-
self were asked by Government to under-
take tl1e drafting of the scheme, and when 
the hon. Member came back he found this 
scheme of control practically in b e i n g -
regulations had been drawn up and pub-
lished, and a date had been fixed for the 
coming into force of this control ; anu 
quite properly, the hon. Member took a 
great deal of interest in it. I know he is 
always interested in the rice industry and 
it was to be expected that, quite apart 
from his own personal interest as a rice-
dealer (he was never in favour of a single-
seller), he should take great interest in the 
proposed regulations. He came to see me, 
as I said some time ago, and I must give 
him credit for the fact that he appeared 
really to want to oo-operate with the 
Board at· the time. Of course he 
had his conditions, but I do not wish 
to go into that story any more; it 
has been ventilated in this Council before. 
I shall merely say that the position 
which he expected and hoped to occupy in 
connection with the scheme did not 
materialize. Thereupon, the hon. :Mem-
ber took it upon himself to do everything 
in his power to oppose the activities of 
the Board. I know that he toured the 
country and made speeches of a subversive 
cha.racter against the control which 
Government was then about to introduce, 
so much so that he caused a great deal of 
upset in the minds of the growers. That 
stopped; I am not sure why but perhaps 
one reason is that rice was declared an 
essential war service, and it is not a very 
safe thing for any one to engage in sub-
versive propaganda.. Nevertheless, the 
hon. Member still continued his attacks on 
the' Board and on the working of the 

scheme, using his opposition to myself per-
sonally aud to one or two other mem-
bers of the Board as the means whereby 
he could do it. 

Of course, i t  is all nonsense to suggest 
that I am not qualified to be Cht,irmau of 
the Board. l am the Treasurer of this 
Colony. The scheme under which this 
Board is working is not financed by any 
capital grant; it is financed purely hy 
Bank overdraft. That is a most important 
point. Not only that; it was uecessary 
to organise the new business, to put in an 
accounting organization and so on, and I 
think that no other officer of the Govern-
ment (although I say it myself) was in a 
position to undertake that particular post. 
Be that as it may, Sir J ohu Waddington 
at the time urged me to take on those par-
ticular duties, aud I am very glad I did it, 
because I have always been interested in 
rice. On the Essequebo Committee I sat 
as a member fend drew up a complete 
scheme for a single-Heller organization. 
Therefore, to say that I have not the 
experience or knowledge of the essentials 
of a co-operative marketing scheme is 

absui·d. I do not wish to take up the time 
of the Council too much on this point, but 
I do say that the hon. Member appears  o 

· have got himself into a position of opposi-
tion from which he finds it most difficult
to extricate himself. Surely he must 
know that the time must come when he 
must put an end to that.

The hon. Member Mid that the Report 
of the Board is not worth the paper on 
which it  is written. That is nothing new; 
he said that about the previous one. He 
went on to lay emphasis ou the point tha.t 
the Board made a loss of $1,612 for the 
half-year ended 30th September. He used 
the word " l o s s "  in a way which does llOt 
a.pply to the transactions of the Board at
all. What &1·e the true facts? The Board
started on December 1, 1939, but before 
it began it !  operations the Board, with the 
a.pproval of Government, fixed certain pur-
chase prices which it would pay for rice 
delivered to it. Those prices were con-
8iderably higher than anything ruling in 
the Colony for many years. The Boa.rd then 
got Government to agree to an increase 
in the local retail selling price of rice by a 
half-cent per lb. The uext step was to try 
to see what could be obtained in the 
export markets. I and the Secretary of 
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the Board went to Trinidad, and we feel 
that we made a very good bargain because 
we got Trinidad to agree to give preference 
to British Guiana to the extent of some­
thing like 80 cents per bag over the 11,ver­
age price they were then paying for Inditin 
rice. We have maintained those prices 
throughout, except that during a period of 
six weeks we paid a bonus of 20 cents per 
bag on all rice delivered to the Board. 
The cost of that bonus wits $7,397. Not­
withstanding the payment of that bonus 
the Board ended up with a surplus of 
$1,492 in spite of the loss on the Barba­
dos transaction to which I will refer later. 
Actually the position is that having paid 
the extra premium of $7,397 there wa� a 
surplus at the end of the 10 months' work­
ing of $1,492. In other words, we paid 
the prices we intended to pay, paid a little 
extra and retained both local selling price 

· and export price.

I do not want to stress this, but it must 
not be overlooked that the exporting 
interests still collect from the Board 10 
cents per bag on every bag of rice which 
is exported from the Colony, and as the 
total exports for the 10 months were 
147,000 bags that means that $14,000 
was also distributed to exportern. I know, 
of course, that the growers do not like 
this charge of 10 cents per bag, but I 
supported it because I feel tbat the 
exporting interests, of wbom the hou. 
Member is one, are entitled to this 
solatium. I maintain that any honest and 
uuprejudiced person reading those two 
reports and realizing the enormous diffi­
culties which the Board had to encounter 
and overcome during the period would 
come to no other conclusion than that it 
has been reasonably successful, and what is 
more, it is au experiment which is fully 
justified. It has proved that co-operative 
rice marketing in this Colony is something 
that has come to stay, and what is more, 
it is something which the producers want 
to stay in spite of what the hon, Member 
says. I for one am very happy to be 
associated with the first experimeut in 
co-operative rice marketing in this Colony. 
(Hear, hear). 

In regard to exports the figure of 30,000 
tons which I am supposed to have told 
the hon. Member would be the prospective 
exports from this Colony from October, 
1\139, to September, 1940, I am sure hon. 

Members will agree that tl,e hon. Member 
has behaved like a frnctious school-boy. 
If those young men from Queen's College 
who visited the Couucil �·esterd1w were 
here again to-da.y I would ·have go1�e into 
the mattel' more fully because they would 
re3,lize that if tlte hon. Membe1· were a 
school-boy he would h1tve been t3,ken into 
the Princip,d's study aud given a c:.i,ning. 
All I told the hon. Member w:.i,s that we 
hoped to ex'port 30,000 tons, tLnrl that 
figure was based 011 the conception that we 
could produce 15,000 tons of rice from 
the Spring crop. At the time when that 
optimistic st atemeut was made the 
Governlllent of the Colo11y and tlte 
Director of Agricultur.e, who is here now 
and will l,ea1· me out, were engaged in a 
drive to produce an augrnented ::5pring 
crop. They were very earnest a.bout it 
but unfortunately we could not predict the 
drought, and we dirl uot get 15,000 tons 
of rice. \Ve got no tons ,tt all. The 
result has heen rhat all we had to export 
came from the !,1st Autumn crop. If the 
hon. Member looks at the figures he will 
see that the exports from tliat crop were 
13,00U tons, from October, 1939, to 
September, 1940. Therefore it is quite 
clear that if we had got the optimistic.: 
Spring crop of 15,000 tons we would have 
gone up to 28,000 tons in exports. I am 
not placiug much emphasis on it but it 
seems to be so absurd to hear the hon. 
Member repeating over itnd over again 
eriticis-ms of an alleged statement by me 
that the Colony had 30,000 tons of rice 
for export. 

I now come to exports for l 94 I. 'rhe 
hon. Member, supported by the hon. Mem­
ber for Essequebo River (Mr. Lee,> laid 
down the policy that the Colony should 
not export any rice until we kuo1v that we 
have enough• food in the Colony in the 
form of rice until November, 1941. Let 
me say at once that tbe Board is not pre­
pared to accept that advice, and Govern­
ment endorses that vie1v. We actnallv 
star tad to export rice by the · la;t 
Canadian mail which took a shipment of 
1,000 bags, and I hope a larger shipment 
will leave on the next stea111er. It is quite 
clear that this Colony must do something 
to maintain and ret,ain its export markets. 
We cannot just hold our hands up and say 
that there may he another drought and no 
Spring crop. Our policy is that we are 
going to export rice on a minimum basis 
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and we are going to take every possible 
step to Pnsure the growing of an 
augmcn ted Spri11g crop. To that encl the 
Sugar Producers' Association has agreed 
that wo• kers on all sugar estates on the 
East ,iu<l 'IV est Coasts of Demerara as well 
us ou the Bath anrl Blairmont estates will 
be permitted 11s an emergency me;isure to 
plant a Spring crop That, will add con­
siderably to the acreage from which the 
Spring crop is usually produced, and 
granted I he we,ither is kind J see no 
re11son iit all why tl,e Spring crop should 
not· produce from 8,000 to 10,000 tons. 
I do not want the hon. Member to put 
that down and say that I have said it will 
produce 10,000 t�ns, for the 8imple reason 
tlmt the rice has not been planted yet. 

The Secretiiry of the Board and I had 
the good fortune-because the hon. Mem­
ber thinks it is good fortune--to visit 
Trinidad agr�in. It is very hard ,vork and 
we were :ible to conclude a.11other arrange­
ment with the Government of Trinidad. 
On this occasion we were trying to make an 
arraDgement ou the lowest possible basis. 
Triuidad, of cour�e, want to buy in huge 
quautities; they want to ensure a compleie 
supply for as long a period as possible, for 
a yea1· if possible. vVe were trying to 
sell them as little as possible and yet to get 
in. ·we lmve got in int his way because 
Trinidad have agreed to take complete sup­
plies of high-grade super rice from this 
Colony for the six months-December, 
1940, to May, 1941. They· put that at 
42,000 lmgs of 160 lb�. ea.eh. Actually the 
figure will be somewhat less. They also 
asked us to ,igree that if they want lower 
grade rice "'e are to supply it up to 
22,000 bags. Naturnlly we did not want 
to contract for that, but their position is 

· such that thfly felt they might ur,gently
want that supply and we also agreed to
that. F-0r their part they have agreed to
refuse an,· licences for the importation of
high-gr::ule Indi.in rice which they are to
keep out of the market, and get their high­
grncle rice only from this Colony.
They further agreed that later on when
we know if we will have further supplies
in by reason of the Spring erop, tl�ey '"ill
undertake to b1ke from us a further six
months' supply of super rice. They also
promised us that, if we wish it, they will
give us the Trinidad market for lower
grade rice in the months of September,
October and November, 1941. I do not

want to go further 1nto the details which 
led up to these arrangements. We are 
therefore committed tn supply Trinidad 
with 11:.l,OOO hags of suµer rice and, if they 
wish it, another 22,000 bags of lower 
grnde riee ; in all 4,500 tons. 

As regfu·ds the Leeward and Windward 
Islands they are marketg whieh depend on 
this l"olouy. They do·not like to buy from 
India if they can help it, and the Board 
has informed those Colonies that we pro­
pose to maintain our exports to those 
markets-another 3,500 tons. That means 
that the Bo11rd is contemplating an nport 
of 8,000 tons of rice in 1 !)41. That is the 
only thing for us to do. W c cannot pos­
sibly hold our heads up and say " No, we 
iue not certain what our position is going 
to be in l !J 41 " and keep all the rice in 
the Colony aud do not export it. 

il1 r. JACOB : I never made that sug­
gestion. 

Mr . .McUAVID I aru very glad to 
hear that. 

Mr. JACOB: I said that we should 
make sure that we have a sufficient supply 
of rice for consumption within the Colony 
up to the 30th of November next year 
before we export rice. 

' 

Mr. McDAVID: That is exactly what 
I said. Whether I understand what the 
hon. Member says or not T hope he under­
stands what I say now. We come now to 
the question of exploitation. It arose 
because the hon. Member objects so 
strongly to the comments in the report of 
the Rice lVJ arketing Board on the attitude 
of certain producers. Why he should 
object to those comments I cannot under­
stand, It is common knowledge, and 
there are so many instances of it that it 
is hopeless for me to attempt to mention 
them all. "\Vhen I came back from Trinidad 
early in October I heard of the case of a 
producer who had 400 bags of rice in his 
mill and refuaed to hand it over to the 
Board unless he got an increase of price. 
He argued ou the law of supply and 
demand,-why shouldn't he get more for 
his rice? There was a miller who sent in 
a communication from someone else to the 
Board in which it was said that the time 
had arrived when rice which is sold at 
3½ cents per pint ahould be sold at 7 cents 
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per pint. I do not altogether blame these 
people for having those ideas because th,it 
is the natural commercial practice; but it 
is not natural in war ti111e. 1 repeat that 
i11 thitt attitude tho�e people were encour­
aged by persons who ought to know better. 

The hon. Member turned the word 
"exploitation" on t,he Board and cited 
two amusing incid,mts to prove that- the 
members of the Board are guilty of 
exploitation. I <lo not know whom he 
meaut, whether exploitation of the pro­
ducer or the miller, but I take it he 
meant the producer. He says that a 
producer in Berbice sold the representa­
tive of the Board in New Amstercbm 12 
bags of white rice which wa,s graded as 
broken rice, ,ind the .Board sold that same 
rice as white B. Now the Board has three 
prices for purchasing white rice-white A, 
white B and white broken. On the other 
liaud it lms only two prices fo1· selling 
that rice, white A and white B. 'rhe' 
reason for that is quite obvious. White 
broken is intended fo1· blending with other 
rice, and is not intended to be sold at all. 
The clerk in New Amsterdam who pur­
chased this broken rice when he was 
faced with a request for the sale of 1,he ril'e 
to some other person thought he was 
doing a very clever thing by selling 
it as white B. It happened that the 
person buying the rice was either the Sa.Ille 
person or the wife of the same person who 
had sold the rice, and the geutlemiLn, 
instead of going to the .Board, went to the 
hon. Member for North ·western District 
(Mr. Jacob). Representations were made 
and the umtter was very quickly settled. 
As we had no selling price for broken rice 
and had sold that particular rice for white 
B we promptly paid the difference due for 
white B to the person from whom we pur­
chased the rice. That happened in February. 
The clerk who made the error was in New 
Amsterdam, quite out of immediate con­
t1·ol of the organization in Georgetown. 
Now we are told that is an ins ta.nee of the 
Board's exploitation ! 

Another case is that of a gentleman who 
delivered to the Board 20 bags of rice 
with a No. 1 percentage of broken grains 
but a. No. 3 colour. The hon. Mr. ·walcott 
r.miles because he knows that such a rice 
is a stranger. Uuder our regulations the 
rice was graded as No. 3. The miller had 
no right to produce rice of that descrip-

tion ; he should have done something to 
bring it up to a higher standard. It was 
sold to the Board and the stller expected 
to get more for it. His demand was 
rejected and he joined a deputation to 
the Colouiitl Secretary at which I was 
present, and to my astonishment· a sample 
of that wretched rice was put on the table 
to be examined by the Colonial Secretary. 
Io the end, of course, we got the gentle­
man to say that by no stretch .. f the imagi­
nation could it have passerl as No. l rice. 
What he wanted was, as the hon. Member 
for North Western District has said, a 
compromise. How could the Board 
operate with a system of compromise go­
ing on? It just cannot work. We are told 
that we purchased that rice for $3.40 pe1· 
I ag as No. 3 and sold it at $4.50 per bag, 
making a tremendous profit against the 
producer, 

I am going to amuse the Council 
by explaining what happened to that 
unfortunate parcel of rice. I sent for the 
blending record and found that those 20 
be.gs of No. 3 rice got mixed up with 38 
bags of super rice, 14 bags of No. 1, 4 9 
bags of No. 2, 6 bags of super broken, 6 
bags of broken, !I bags of Extra No. 1, 
and eventuallv came out after all that mix­
ing as 140 b·ags of rather inferior No. 1 
blend at a cost of $3.98. The purchase 
price of No. 1 rice is $4.20, so 
that after this manipulation the 
Bou.rd did make an extra profit of 22 
cents pel' bag. If that is exploitation I 
have to accept it because it is the ordinary 
practice that goes on, and it is what the 
hon. Member himself does in his own 
business, and what any person purchasing 
and selling rice does all the time. Of 
course it is not exploitation at all, because 
the Board does not make profit fol' itself 
or for the Government. Any profit marlP. 
is retained by the Board and is di,.<,tributed, 
and I hope in time some profit will be 
ma.de without increasing the price of rice 
to the consume1·. I hope that disposes of 
the charge of alleged exploitation on the 
part of the Board. 

With regard to the Burbados-'l'i-iuidacl 
purchase let me say at once that the 
Board is not happy about it. There was 
a loss of $8,000 to Government. We were 
not compelled to buy rice in Barbados 
and sell to Trinidad. At the time when 
we suspended exports from the Colony it 

,. 

� 

<:> 

'l 

II 



c
! 

" 

(f 

0 

'Y 

r-

l'.l 

137 Esti,nates, 1941 LEGISLA.TIVI! COUNCIL. --.Agriculture 138 

was calculated that we had to supply 
another 18,000 bags of rice to Trinidad 
under our agreement. Trinidad was short 
of rice and the Board felt that it was up to 
us to do something about it, and so we un­
dertook this purchase from Barbados, a 
gesture which was really very much appre­
ciated by the trade in Trinidad. We did 
not expect a loss because 10,000 bags of 
the lot were going direct in two ships 
which were on their IV!J,Y to Barbados at 
the time. Unfortunately, Barbados drnve 
a reasonably hard bargain. They insisted 
that we should pay at the price of replac(;l­
ments, and we did not kuow what the 
price of replacements would be. It was at 
the end of the crop year when supplies of 
rice were hard to get and as it turned out 
we made this loss. But don't let us think 
too hard about it. W � have been· getting 
very good profit out of Trinidad and we 
hope to put them in the position of our 
good customers. We will soon make up 
for the loss suffered by the purchase from 
Barbados, and I do not see why the hon. 
Member Bhould think it so improper to 
mention the fact that we made an extra 
profit on 14,000 bags of rice which we 
sold to the French Islands. We had a lot 
of rice on hand much of which waij going 
bad. Trinidad was taking its supplies 
very slowly and tl1e French Islands on the 
other hand were pressing for rice. 
They were at Urnt time allies of Britai11 
and we had been told by the Imperial 
Government to help them all we could, 
and we felt it was rather a good 
thing to do. We supplied 14,000 bags 
of rice and we got a. rather higher rnte 
of prntit on that than if we had been con­
servative and kept it for Trinidad. There­
fore I say that the profit on that rice must 
be eet agai11st the loss on the Barl,ados 
purchase. I do not think I am doing any­
thing wrong when I Ray that I personally 
would have preferred not to sell that rice 
but to keep it, but the Board's deciaion 
was that we should sell it. 

The hon. Member touched 011 a matter 
about which he had asked some questioDs. 
He is not satisfied with the i,,nswers. He 
wanted to know the uumber of bags and 
the profit on all rice purchased or taken 
over by the Board from exporting agents 
at tl1e commencement of its operations. 
The answer of Government wtis that they 
were individual financial transaction11 
between people who werti Gott1petiton1, 

and it ,vas not in the public interest to 
disclose that information. I do not mind 
telling the hon. Member what happened, 
because I know what the suggestion 
is ; it is that certain individuals took 
ad vantage of the opportunity before 
the regulations were put into force 
to buy large quantities of .rice and 
re-sell it to the Board, and thereby made a. 
big profit. The answer to that is that it 
was an open secret that this control was 
coming in. During the month of October 
everybody knew about it. Several export 
agents did buy rice and the Board was 
very glad tha.t they did so bees.use, during 
October, 1939, there was no export at a.11, 
and but fot· this buying of rice the unfortu­
nate grower would have been in a bad way. 
They bought rice at a. time when there 
was no movement of rice. The total 
amount of rice tak:en over by the Board 
from those export agents was 48,000 bags 
distributed among 18 agents. The largest 
amount was 23,000 bags bought from one 
individual who had plunged very heavily. 
I will gratify the hon. Member's curiosity 
by telling him that his firm was the sixth 
highest on the list. The hon. Member was 
engaged in certain private affair8 in 
Englund and if he were het·e I believe he 
would have plunged very heavily. Therefore 
he must uot be jealous of auybody else 
who made a little money in that way. I 
understand he did vel'y well in EnghLUd. 

There is one other point I must refer to 
with reference to tho hon. Member's 
questions. In thP answer to one question 
Government referred the hon. Member to 
a letter supposed to have been addressed 
to him from the Chairman of the Rice 
Producers' Advisory Committee. I regrPt 
very much to say he is quite correct. Tho 
hon. ::.v.i:cmber apparently did not get that 
letter. What happened wa8 thi8 : Tht1 
letter was sent by the Secretary of the 
Board on the 12th of September to the 
Chairman of the Committee and it hap­
pened that on that particular day a meet­
ing of that Committee took place, so it did 
not get on the agenda of that meeting, but 
it was put on the agenda of the meeting of 
the 10th of October. It happened that the 
hon. Member did not attend that meetiug 
and the letter was therefore dofened. He 
resigned from the Committee immcrfoLtely 
afterwards. I asked the Chairman, Mr. 
Macnie, why wasn't a copy of the letter 
1:umt to the hon. Mcmbe1·1 ,1,,ntl I W!LS told that 

1 
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the decision was taken by the Committee 
that in order to save stationery they were 
not to send out copies of letters. I am 
very sorry about it because the questions 
asked were quite easily answered, and the 
only reason why they were omitted from 
the printed answers was because they were 
answered. in quite great detail in the letter 
to the hon. Meniber, and. it was not con­
sidered necessa,ry to repeat them on the 
printed answers to his quGlstions. I will 
see that a copy of the details be sent to 
the hon. Member at the eadiest possible 
opportunity. 

The hon. Member for Essequebo Rivet· 
(Mr. Lee) made certain points to which I 
would like to refer briefly although he is 
not here now. He made bitter complaint 
about the Board not detaining rice which 
had been appealed against by producers who 
were dissatisfied with the grading. Rice is 
usually kept by the Board for 7 to 14 days. 
Samples are taken and grades are fixed. 
If the seller of the rice is dissatisfied he 
has a right of appeal to the Board, but if 
the rice is required for use at once samples 
are kept and examined by the Appeals 
Committee who either allow the claim or 
reject it. There is a,bsolutely no reason 
whatever why the Board should undertake 
to set aside large consignments of rice solely 
because the seller is not satisfied with the 
price. Obviously the organization of the 
Board would be completely upset if a 
brge number of producers insisted on 
several lots of rice being stored a1·ound 
the warehouse merely because they do not 
like the price. The same result is achieved 
by having samples kept for the Appe!Lls 
Committee. 

The hon. Member also referred to irri­
gation and drainnge, and seemed to have 
the idea that any profit made by the Board 
would be used for measures of irrigation 
and drninage. He is extremely optimistic 
about that, bec�tuse I could never contem­
pla,tc such huge profits as would be 're­
quired to undertake an irrigation scheme. 
It is not the function of the Rice ]Yfarket­
ing Board at ,.ll, 

Lastly, I want to say a few words about 
the Board a,nd its meetings. People are 
too n.pt to judge the work of the Board or 
the members of the Board b, mere records 
of itB roeetingB, The Board· hold� regular 
meeting,, onilo 11 weuk1 �omtitlmu� mm'ti 

frequently. Then there is a Business 
Committee of the Board composed of busi­
ness members and myself who either meet 
more often ot· more often th:,n not 
telephone each other. Decisions have to 
be made so quickly that often there is no 
time for a meeting. Thel'B is nlso an 
Appeals Committee which decides grading 
appeals, and meets very frequently indeed. 
Therefore a mere examination of the atten­
dn.ncc registe1· does not at a,ll indieate the 
work of the Bonrcl which goes on inces­
santly. 8omc member� arc keener thnn 
others, and I rm,y mention one who is 
keenest of nll, and that is Mr. John 
Fernandes who devotes a considernble 
amount of his time to the Bo,ird's business. 
I do hope hon. Members will not just look 
at the record of the Board's meetings and 
judge the work done by the Board. � 

I must also pay public tribute to Mr. 
Gadd, the Secretary of the Board, and the 
senior officers. Only those Members who 
were concerned with the work of the Board 
from the firs� day of its existence will 
appreciate the immense amount of work 
which lmd to be put in in orrlcr to organize 
and bring into being this new and bold 
business handling a tm·n-over of rice of 
ove1· a million dollars. It was a tremen-

,dous job and Mr. Gadd :1,nd some othet· 
ollicers put their souls into the work. 
They worked hard nigl1t after night until 
late hours-10 :ind 11 o'clock-and tluit 
has gone on ,ilmost continuously. I do 
hope hon. Members will realize that some­
thing is clue to those people and not criti­
cism only. I wish it t.o go on record that 
I, as Clmirman of the ]Joard, am very 
pleased with the work put in by the Seue­
tary and !tis staff. 

I am sorrv to have to end on an unfor­
tunate note. " l underst:md from one hon­
Member that a case is to be Lroug:ht for 
insulti11g language agai1rnt one of the om 
cers of the Board. I am sorry to hear 
that, and J lrn.ppen to know so�1Cthino- of 
the incident whieh took place; I happe�erl 
to be in the office of the Secretary ut the 

-time. I do believe that the matter ought
to be talked over 1·casonnbl-, betwepn the
two pn.rties concerned.

'l'nE CHAIRMAN : Do you say that
legal proceedings arc likely to be taken?

Mi·, J\'foDA YID ; Y 1Jij1 tik A� you 
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have hinted, sir, I shaJl not IQake further 
I)'.lention of, tl,e mat.ter because, apparently, 
legal proceedings are being taken. 

I hope I have covered all the points 
raised during the debate, and I do hope 
that rice will not continue to be our meal 
for the re�t of. the day. 

·· 

Professor DASH (Di1;ector of Agricul­
ture) : In concluding this debate I would 
like to make one 01: two remarks-

1\fr. JACOB.: Concluding? 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am afraid the hon 
Directoi: is an optimist. (Laughter). 

Professor ])ASH: At any rate I would 
like to. make a few remru:ks with referel).ce 
to on!') or two points which have a1·iAen. 
dlll·ing the debate. I do not intend to go 
over the g1·ound covered by the Treasurer, 
but � wish to touch first of all on the 
point which was raised bv the hon. l\tlr. 
Walcott as regards the difficulty of fore­
ca,<i.ting and estimating a crop like rice 
wh.i,ch is, of course, a short cycle c;:rop, and 
about which there is always some uncer­
tain_ty until the product is put into. the 
bag. Of course, as hon. �'I.embers know, 
we have perhaps one man in each district 
who is expected to follow up this work. Jn 
a. country like Ca.na<la, in the case of wheat,
for example, the check up is done by three
different authorities. The Federn,l Author­
ities check up and forecast, and there are
the Provincial author·ities a,nd the railway
a,uthorit�es.. He�·e tl,lat sort of thipg i�
<loz;te by a very limited personnel, there­
fore it must be expected that we
cannot be a,,; close \11 our estimates of
crop.s as they a�·e iu CO\lntries like
Canacla, especially in the case of a crop
like rice. On the whole, however, I would
like to say that compar�ng our figures for
forecasts with the a,ctual figures over a
period of years I think our er;timates have

• been more or less within 10 pe1· cent. o.f
the actual figures. The 1939 crop pre­
sented extraordinary difficulty in that the
weather condititions behaved as we all
know they did. When the crop was in its
final stage there was a shortage of water,
especially in the Berbice area, a:µd that
rather threw our forecast out. As a matter
of fact if hon. Members l9ok at the state­
ment they will nptice that it was only i�
Berbice where the figures were materially
out. Another factor th.at influenced it was

that the crop for 1939 show:ed. up a co�­
siderable percentiige of_ \\\ind rice, th� 
effect of which can only be judged when 
the padi is milled. I mention those point& 
to show the d�fficulties that arise in getting 
out figures based. on crop production, and 
I think h9n. Members will appreciate 
what I ba:ve said. 

I would like to bear ou.t w.hat the 
Colonial Treasurer bas stated in connection 
with the position last year when, as we ali 
know, evei:y eff-01:t W!fS made to get increasei;l 
production. in the Spring crop in order to 
supply additional quantities 0£ rice to our 
West Indian markets, and the figure men.­
tioned at the time was obviously a figure 
based ou what we hoped to get if normal 
conditions prevailed. Instead vc1·y abnor.: 
mal conditions pre,;:ailed. 

The position for 1941 is in hand, and 
Government has asked the sugar estates 
and has received assurance of f;Very 
co-operation in respect of the increased 
area to be planted. The Depat·tment i& 
also taking every possible step to push 
that forward. We must appreciate this 
gesture on the part of the sugar estates 
because it is at some sacrifice to them. 
Certnin posters have been distribute·d 
about tbe COl½ltry as it was �elt t,hat they 
were absolutely essential if the g1=owcrs 
were to get a true perspecti vc of the 
position. 

I think it wa,s the hon. Member for 
Demerara-Essequebo ( Dr. Siugh) who 
raised the question of grading in Essequebo. 
I am i;iot quite sure what has developed in 
recent months but I slrnll enquire into it. 

l\fr . .McDA VID : I gave the hon. Mem­
ber the answer privately aud he was quite 
satisfied. 

Mr. JACOB : I do not propose to reply 
in detail. The Treasurer has-

Mr. WALCOTT: I ask that the ques 
tion be now put, sir. 

TB.t: CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member: 
has a right to reply to criticisms. 

Mr. JACOB: I :i,m not surprised at 
the attitude of the hop. Nominated t'liem­
ber o� my right. Accusatiqns have b,eep 
levelled :i,gainst me. The TreasUt:er said I 
tqok aµ hq�r to speak on the m11,tter. l 
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lookea at the clock ,ind I observed that he 
took 45 minutes. There is not much 
difference. He charged me with self-de­
ception. I retort by saying tlmt he has 
deceived the public--not only the public in 
British Guiana but the public in 'J:'rinidad 
and the entire West Indies. The Mt1rket­
ing Board has done that. 1'he figures 
quoted last year and in the last report of 
the Rice Marketing Board show that there 
w1Ls an anticipated surplus of 30,000 tons 
of rice. I am saying it should have been 
45,000 tons because 15,000 tons for the 
Spring crop which was not reaped was 
not mentioned at the private interview. 
Thel'efore, if we exclude that and the 
export figure would not be more tlrnn 
10,000 tons for 1940, there is tL shortitge 
of 5,000 tons on those figures. Tho 
drought was on when I spoke in November, 
1939, and has been partially on up to a few 
days ago. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to 
interrupt the hon. Member, but would he 
elabornte th,1t? Does he say that the 
drought was on in N ovcmber, 193()? 

Mr. JACOB: The drought was on m 
November, 1939. 

THE CHAIRMAN : How long did it 
continue? 

Mr. JACOB: As a matter of fact there 
wti,s only a partial suspension of the 
drought up to a week ago when we had 
heavy rainfall. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I must congratu­
late the hon. Member on his foresight. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: There is misconception in 
the Council. I said in N ovem bor, 1939, 
that we must chock the :1etmd supplies 
avrLi lalile and t1ot ant.icipate the crop, ancl I 
was assured that tlw1·c were s'todrn available 
for export. That has been written over 
and over again ancl sent to Government. 
Tlw plain fact remains that only· 10,000 
tons arc ,waibble for oxpo1·t in 1940. I 
was extremely plearncl to he,1,r that 
arrangements arc being made to export 
onlv 8,000 tom iu 1941. I think I wrote 
the" Colonial Secretary a letter about a 
month :1,go stnting that in my opinion the 
exports for 1941 would not be more than 
8,000 tons unless steps were taken to 

secure a good Spring crop. That is the 
right w,1,y to go ubout it, but when the 
Treasurer and the Rice Grading Inspector 
went to Trinidad the Tren.surer told them 
that we could sell them 20,000 tons of rice. 

Mr.l\foD.AVD: Wedid nothing of the 
kind. 1'hey were told 10,000 tons. 

:\1r. JACOB: I wn.s there in November 
last year and I was told that armngements 
·11ad been concluded fo1· 10,000 tons, and
that arrangements were proceeding for
another 10,000 tons.

:Mr. l\'lcDAVID: Ido not knowwhere 
the hon. lVf ember gets his inform11,tion 
from. My negotiations were conductecl 
with the Government. I am quite sure 
he could not get it from the Government. 

Mr. JACOB: I got it from the Comp­
troller of Customs in Triniclacl. He told 
me that :ura.ngements had alren.dy Leen 
concluded, and when I enquired of the 
Treasurer here he told me that it had been 
definitely conclucleu. That is my position. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN : And th,.t turned 
out to be correct. 

Mr. JACOB: I w,,s informed in 
1'rinidtid thit it had been concluded. 
The fact remains that 10,000 tons were 
sold and arrnngeruents were being made to 
give Trinidad all of her requirements in the 
future. vVhether that was so or not I do 
not know. I became alarmed because the 
export8 for 1939 would not be 15,000 tons, 
and how was it possible in 1941 to export 
30,000 tons? The Board having been 
strengthened, am! having g,iined experience, 
now believes th •• t it is the right thing not 
to sell more than 4,500 tons to Trinidad 
up to the end of 1941. · That seems a 
reasonable thing to do, and to sell 3,500 
tons to the other Islands, making the 
exports for 19-1- 1 8,000 tons. I lmve a.l wa.ys 
complained that the exports of rice before 
contrnl came in were 29,500 tons, and thtLt 
conl,rol has brought us ·to the present 
position. It is true that there lrnve been 
drougl,ts, but it is not drought :ilone th .. t 
is responsible for our present position. I 
was aroused but not at all surprised to hear 
the statement that I toured t,he whole 
country ,md did everything possible to 
prevent people from planting rice, and that 
I opposed the Marketing Board. 
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Mr. McDA VID I did not say that. 

Mr. JACOB: I did not tour the coun­
try at all. in 1940. My last visit to the 
country may have been in January--it was 
certainly not later than January, l 9'10. 
I think my last visit to the Corentyne 
Coast was in December, 1939, and sinve 
then I have not been to the Corentyno, 
nor have I toured the country in any way. 
When I was connected with the East 
lnrl inn A ssocint,i on ;111cl anot,hf'r associa.t,i on 
I did tour the country, but at the begin­
ning of this year I have not been touring 
the country, and I have not opposed the 
Marketing Board or advised people not to 
plant rice. 'l'he records nre there for 
inspection. I am glad to hear it is not 
suggested that I prevented people from 
pbnting ric�. 

It would appear from what the Treasurer 
has said that he actually directed his 
appointment as Chairman of the Bon.rd 
I will say nothing more about it. It is a 
most unfortunate choice, and if Govern­
ment and the Chairman himself belieYe 
that he is the best choice we need not be 
surprised at the results. I am however sur­
prised at the results, but I think Govern­
ment is perfectly satisfied tha,t the results 
so far are satisfactory. Of course, my hon. 
friend objects to my statement tlmt the 
Bou.rd had suffered a loss of $1,600. He 
prefers to say that the expenditure 
exceeded income. That may be all right 
for accountants and highly educated 
people, but I prefer to 8peak so that the 
ordinary man should understand. If it is 
the policy of Government-and it appears 
to me it is-that the reports of the Board 
should be couched in language which the 
ordinary man cannot understand, it must 
not be surprised if the results ,Lre 
disappointing. I say that the Board 
suffered u. loss; my friend thinks. tlmt the 

· word " loss " should not be used. I. prefer
to use simple words which will be unrlor­
stood and appreci,Lted by the ordinary
m,tll.

With regard to the 20 bags of rice re­
ferred to by .Mr. Boodhoo I know from my 
experience in the industry tlmt it has 
l iappenecl over and over itgain that wlwn 
rice was blended for export and the colour 
wa,; 8lightly dark it was passed on the pp1•­
cent,tge of breakage only. I challenge 
anyone, even the Diroetor of Agriculture, 

to deny t)1at that rice should have been 
graded as No 1 rice, bec,iuse tlie bre,Lkage 
w,t� No. l. The colour had nothing to cio 
with it. With a scarcity of rice prevail­
ing I think a point might have been 
stretched so that the individual might not, 
lose any money on the trnnsaction. :i.Vlost 
of the statements made by growers arc 
never believed. The Treasurer rnrnarkecl 
that the " wretched rice " w,ts placed 
before him. Of course it was wretehed 
rice; it should never have been prrnlnr:i�d 
and should never h,we gone into consump­
tion; it should have been thrown away. 

It was stated that it was an open secret 
that control was coming in. Of course it 
was au open secret, but the details of the 
coutrol were only known to 0110 or two 
persons, and one particular individu,Ll with 
the help of his friends took advantage of 
the control, with the result that 23,000 
bags of rice were supplied by one particular 
firm. Perhaps I had better not say .any­
thing about it. It was stiLted tlrnt my 
firm was the sixth largest contributor. 
Perhaps the Treasurer might clisclose the 
quantity, because one firm supplied 23,000 
b,tgs out of 48,000 bags. There is other 
information I p1·opose to get and I shall 
write Government when I have got the 
figures ,me! lea.ve it to Government to in­
vestigate the matter. It was an opeu 
secret aud tlie result is that huge profits 
were made at the ex1jen8e of the, other 
competitors. They were all surprised 
when they saw a certain firm buying large 
qmmtitics of rice. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
has just complained tluL there were no 
competitors. 

Mr. JACOB: There we1·e competitors 
in November last, and my point is that all 
the voiu petitors should hiwe been awiLre of 
the information. Only one gentleman 
knew of the information and used it tb the 
advantage of himself and his friends. I will 
not worry with the other staten.1eut8 mu.do 
by _the Treasurer but I <lo want to say 
that I' wish to vast no reflection on anv 
employee of tlie Gove1·nment or the Bo,trcl 
\\'lto is working well and giving S,Ltisfaetiou, 
but there luw,� Leen umnerous vo111plai111s 
i11 the first instanve that. thei e are 
employees of the Bom·d who are peH�iouers 
,md meu "ith absolutely no exl'erieuce of 
rice. It is t1·ue tlmt changeti have ue1.Ju 
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made, but it was directly due to criticisms 
that those changes h,LVe been made, and 
criticisms of 11 constructive nature. The 
Rice ;\l arkcting Board, I was told, is 
not a Board to look aftet· the planting and 
milling of rice but just the selling of rice. 
It is a Marketing Board and I would like 
to enquire about the first Board which 
was in operation up to March, 1931; 
how · manv members of that Board had 
inarketirig" experience? In the past the 
Boanl had the benefit of tbe a,ssistance 
of tin Advisory Committee. I do not think 
the Treasure; would be so hold as to 
suggest that he knows the technique of 
marketing. He suggests that he is the 
right· person to be Chairman of the Rice 
Marketing Board, and that he knows the 
technique of marketing. It may be that 
Govenrr:nent ·has so much confidence in the 
Treasurer that anythi·ng he says Govern­
ment believes, but the public does not. 

'fhe hon. Mr. ·walcott made some very 
distressing remarks this morning. The 
hon. Member for Essequebo River (Mr. 
Lee) has asked me to thank him for the 
statement he made that we were in a 
position to · get more rice planted, but 
having accused us of trying to prevent 
people from planting it was ,t nmtter for 
him to turn over the .question in his own 
mind and decide whether, having been 
accu·sed, we should sit quietly or whether 
we should go out and tell the people that 
they must plant rice under these con­
ditions. The hon. :Member for Eastern 
Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) suggested that we 
should go to our constituencies and advise 
the people to phtnt more rice. So far as 
I alu concerned my constituents are not 
rice planters at all. I keep in close touch 
with them, and I would like to advise the 
hon. Member, if he would tnke my advice, 
fooli;;h a;; it may be, that he should keep 
tnore closely in touch with his constit­
uents in Etistern J3erbicc. I have trans­
. mittecl sevenil lette1:s to Government from 
his constituents requesting tlmt I should 
go and speak to them. 1t is purely on 
· matters of public interest when I go to
· another constituency. I over-work myself
and I am soTry to say it is ·not appreciated.

Mr C. V. WIGHT: As a creole of the 
Colony and a ::.\fember of the Council I 
ca11not sit here and allow to go unclml­
leuged the remark made by the hon. �fem­
be1· that the Chairman or the Rice 

�farketing Bo�rd has uttempted to or has 
deceived the public or the Governments of 
Trinidad and Barbados. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think we have 
had enough of rice, but before I put the 
question there are one or two points I 
feel bound to refer to myself. vVe have 
had a great deal of criticism of the rice 
position and of the Rice Marketing Board, 
much of it extremely dubious, vague arrd 
even nugatory. The whole of the criticism 
crystallizes into one request, made parti­
cularly to me, I suppose, that there should 
be considerable changes in the pers·onnel of 
the Board on the ground that it has not 
the confidence of the public, and that if 
the right kind of changes ""'ere made 
(it is not exactly specified what the 
changes should be but I think toy iDtelli­
gence is sufficient to enable me to form an 
estimate of the nature of the changes 
desired) the confidence of the public in 
the Board would be restored-and every­
thing would go smoothly-rain -would fall, 
rice would grow, grading would be perfect 
and so forth. 

The statement that the members of 
the Board have not the confidence of 
the public is not one which is sus­
ceptible of proof or disproof. One hon. 
Member almost confessed that he scarcely 
hoped to convince Government, but he 
wishes to convince the public. That state­
ment, from its very nature, ·is not suscep­
tible of proof or disproof, but I only want 
to let the public know that there is another 
side to the picture. I have natural-ly 
other sources of inform·ation and advice 
as well as Members of this Council, 
and I should like it to be known that I 
have received very strong representations 

\, 

Ll 

in precisely the opposite direction to those 
put forward this morning hy some hon. 
Members. I am trying to avoid per­
sonalities, but I think the meaning is clear 
enough. I have received very strong 
representations from · various sources, 
including some growers, that the Board 
should not be interfered with; that it has i 
the confidence of the public and, above all, 
that the independence of the Board should 
be preserved. They have gone further 
than that and particularly asked in some 
Mses that the Board should be protected 
from the infh:ence of some of its critics. 
I think it is well that it should be known 
that there are strong , epresentations on 



,, 

" 

-{ 

,. 

·,

14'9 .Estvmr:ttes, 1941 tEGiSLATPVE< GOU,NCit. -Agric,u,itur.e 15'0

the other side. It is not well that state­
ments like those which have been made 
here should be made without •tm answer to 
the effect that there is another and a com­
pletely different point of view very 
strongly held by a great.many .people, to 
say the least of it. 

Item 3-Librarv and Publica,tions, 
$1,000. 

'THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be increased by $270. 
An Agricultural Handbook will shortly be 
issued containing the gist of the replies to 
tbe Royal Commission's questionnaire. 
The Handbook costs 7 /6 per copy and there 
will be a separate pamphlet relating to 
British Guiana only which will probably 
be sold at sixpence each. Copies have 
been ordered and $270 is requfred to meet 
the c0st. I move that the amount he 
carried out at $1,270. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 24-Maintenance of Cattle Trnil, 
$7,500. 

lVlr. DE AGUIAR: I would like some· 
information about this item. I notice 
from the explanatory note that it was 
originally under head XXXV.-Public 
Works Annually-Recurrent-and it has 
occurred to me to enquire whether it has 
been transferred to the Department of 
Agriculture in view of the decision to 
carry on experimental work on thP. Berbice 
.river. I would like to know whether the 
two things are connected in any way. 

Professor DASH: This suggestion was 
made some time ago because it was felt 
that the maintenance of the cattle trail is 
more than merely a quest.ion of engineer­
ing; it has to do with the possibility of 
securing areas alongside the trail for grow­
ing forage and matters of that sort, and of 
course it does have relation to the proposal 
to start experimental work with cattle up 
the Berbice river, although perhaps not a;; 
closely aR the hon. �ember thinks. Cer­
tainly if that work is carried out the 
maintenance of the trail and the experi­
mental work with cattle would be very 
clo;;e]y connected, but it does not follow 
that because there is a proposal to do 
expe1·imental "'ork on the Berbice river 
that this cattle trail is connected with 

that work. The supervision of the cattle 
trail will be taken over by the Department 
of Agriculture in any ca,se. It is not 
strictly a Public Works matter but a pro­
posal to keep an eye on the condition of 
the cattle. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Is it to be supported 
by an increase of the toll or anything 
of that sort? 

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There 
is no question of an inCL"ease of the toll. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: The whole idea is 
that the trail should be better maintained 
by the Department of Agriculture. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 25-Granting of. Loans to Co­
operative Credit Banks, $5,000. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am trying to keep 
trnck of the cattle trail. I understand 
that there io a movement on foot to assist 
the Credit Banks, but amounts like this 
are recoverable, tmd I think items ,of thi.,s 
sort should be put under a different classi­
fic,Ltion altogether. 

Tm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: With 
regard to item 2 4 the policy under which 
tolls used to be eollected on the cattle 
trail is n�t to be continued at present. The 
collection of tolls was suspended some time 
ago. It means that the control of the vote 
will be under the Department of -Agricul­
ture now. 

Mr. JACOB: Is $5,000 all that is 
intended for loans to Credit Banks for the 
purpose of increasing agricultural pro­
duction? 

Mr. l\iicDA VID : That is onlv in the 
nature of a token vote. Loans to those 
Banks were suspended for some time and 
never appeared on the estimate at all. 
Under the new policy all these l9ans are 
now put before the Council. 

'l'm: CH AIRMAN : I�n't that the 
accounting policy which we are instructed 
to observe? 

Mr. McDA VID: Yes, sir. Tl1e point is 
tlmt previously these loans were mnde 
before they we1e actually voted by the 
Council. It is in tl.e intere8t of the Coun-
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cil that they are put on the estimate so 
a11 to 1·eserve the right of the Council of 
veto or otlrnrwise. There is a Statute 
which permits Governruent to grnnt these 
loans. These loam; are payable in 25 years, 
so that the rate of repayment is very slow. 

Mr. JACOB: I support the hon. Mem­
ber in a;;king that a special head be intro­
duced. I would like to ask what amount 
has been loaned to rice producer:,? At 
the private interview it wa;; suggested 
that a sum around $150,000 should be 
loaned. 

Mr. McDA VD : I do not know what 
is the total amount but I think that. 
authority was issued for $25,000, aµd as 
fa:r as I am aware that sum has not been 
reached or exceeded. It would not appear 
on these estimates becau;;e, in tlmt parti­
cular case, it is expected that repayment 
will take place within one year. That is 
the accounting policy. As regards the 
allocation of the vote it is also part of 
the accounting instructions thiit where a 
Department administers a vote the proper 
place fot· the item i;; in that Department's 
estimate. I sympathize with the views of 
the hon. Member ; I find difficulty myself. 
For instance, under Treasury there is a 
large sum of $20,000 for refunds of income 
tax. 

Mr. JACOB : May I suggest that the 
item might be pufu lower on the page? 
For future reference particularly I think 
it would be a step in the right direction, 
but the amount is so small. I wish it was 
$50,000. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am quite aware 
that the Treasurer is actin" on instruc­
tions from the Colonial Offic;, but it is uot 
what one might c�ll good accounting. 
After all we are considering e:;timates of 
colonial expenditure. '\Ve :ire faced now 
with an item which is not in itself au 
expenditure but is in the nature of a loan 
which will be refunded at some futu1·e 
date, yet it finds itself on our estimates of 
expenditure. There arc several other 
items like this. '>¥hen we have totalled 
up the various heads and we arrive at a, 
_sum of six million dolhirs a;; the expen­
diture of tlie Colony tlrnt would not be 
corred, and one ,voulcl be quite just1tied in 
saying that we are speudiug more money 
than we should ou theHu sel'ViGe�. I ;;ubmit 

that it is not good accounting, apart from 
the fact that as a Member of the Council I 
am apt to lose sight of these items. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN : It does create diffi­
culties but we are bound by the ge11ernl 
accounting rules of the Colonial Services 
and this has become pa.rt of those rules 
now. 

Mr. Dll AGUIAR: I am wondering 
whether the point I have made should not 
he repre;;ented to the Colonial O£1-icc, with 
respect of course, pointing out tlmt Mem­
bers of the Council are finding it ex­
tremely difficult to follow these e;;timu.tes 
of expenditure. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member can rest assured that it has prob­
ably been represented. I am quite sure 
thah a great many Colonies have had some­
thing to say about it, but the Colonial 
Office have stuck to their guns and the 
Auditors are bound to deal with the 
accounts on that basis. 

Mr. JACOB : Couldn't it be put lower 
on the page and not added? 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : It must be added. 

Mr. JACOB : It could be added in the 
summary at the bottolll under an appro­
priate name, for instance, Loans Recover­
able. 

THE CHAIRMAN : There is a sound 
guiding principle in Government, amouut­
ing almost to a i,;upet·Htitio11, that loans 
are recoverable. (Laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: The particular item might 
stand by itself and not added. 

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
cannot see any object in doing that. I 
informed hon. Member;; some time ago 
that items under Colonial Development 
Fund bcheme,; will not appear under 
that hea,d but will be provided under the 
departmental heads concerned. I there­
fore beg to move in uncle1· this head a uew 
item 28-Tobacco Iudu,;try Development, 
$.Jc,796-uuder :Extraordinary Expendi­
ture. 

Item put, and agreed Lo, 
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EDUCA'rJON-EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am afraid I will 
have to skike 11, discordant note under this 
head, and when we re!),ch th� particular 
items I shall move that they be deleted. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Would the hon. 
Member mind passing the pages until �e 
come to the particular items he wishes to 
deal with? 

EDUCATION-SCHOOLS, JNS'l'ITUTIONS AND 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Item 9-Refresher Courses to teachers, 
$600. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: 1'he items I pro­
pose to deal with are item 9-Refresher 
Courses to Teachers, $600; item 10 (2)­
New Schools to be established in 1941, 
$3,720; (3).-Additional Teachers, $8,400 
and (4)-2 Janitors, Colonial Schools, 
$504. I cannot attack item (5)-Temporary 
War Bonus, · $25,280-because we are 
bound in principle to carry that out. In 
lllftking my remarks I desit-e it to be clearly 
understood that I am not �ittacking the 
_policy of free primary education, and I am 
lllaking no attack whatever on the existing 
system of education, neither am I for one 
minute attributing anything but the best 
intentions to those who are directing 
primary education, or anything but the 
best motives and sinceritv in their work on 
.the part of the teachers who conduct the 
primary schools. 

There can be no doubt that the world 11,s 
a whole is in favour of free primary 
eclucn,tion,_ and I think m1ybody who opposes 
that principle would be hooted n,t. I lrnve 
never opposed it in principle. I think 
every country should lmve free· primn,ry 
education to n,n extent commensurate with 
its revenue. Whether or not this Colonv 
has gone far beyond what is commensurate 
with its revenue in providing free primary 
cducasiOJj is a question which I will leave 
for another occasion. I feel very strongly 
tlmt at a time like this we should do everv­
thing we possibly can to curb expenditm�e. 
The items I h�1ve referred to are items of 
new expenditure. Our expenditure on 
primnry education at present represents, 
I think, about 8 per cent. of the Colony's 
revenue. vVe have given an undertaking 
to the Imperial Government that we will 
require no more help from them while the 

Empire is at war, and that we will 
endeavour to keep our services going. I 
take it that we referred to services which 
were existing. After all it !l1ust be borne 
in mind that primary education is not an 
economic service which will give us 
immediate return. I think it will be agreed 
that the benefits of primary education may 
not be seen for severr1l hundred years, but 
it is agreed that we must go on with it to 
the best of our ability and according to 
our resources. 

A great war is on us and it is the duty 
of every citizen of the Empire to do all he 
possibly can to win that war. Win it we 
certainly shall, but we know it is going to 
cost a lot of money. \Ve are told day in 
11,nd day out by the BBC that all the 
money possible is required. We are told 
to conserve all our money and leud it with 
or without interest to the Empire. Every 
Colony of the Empire has endeavoured 
through its Legislature to vote money to 
the Empire's war effort. vVe are quite 
unable to do that here because we have not 
got the finance to do it. The best we have 
been able to do is to tell the Mother 
Country that we will forego any aid as a 
token of good faith. But that is not 
enough. Can we not try to do without 
this expenditure for a year or two ? Is it 
so necessary for the welfare of the Colony 
and the Empire th.it new schools should be 
built now? Is it absolutely necessary ' 
that $8,000 should be spent on the 
employment of new teachers? Can that 
sum not provide the nucleus of a fund to 
help the Mother Country? Must we spend 
this money on a service that is not essen­
ti:11 at the lllOlllent? Why should we in­
crease our education vote ,it this stage? I 
am appeali11g to every Member of this 
Council to ·consult hi� conscience and ask 
himself whether he thinks that at a time 
like this, when the, Empire needs all the 
mouey it can get we should spend more 
money on primriry education-not onl v 
primary educntion but anything we can 
possibly do witl10ut \vhich is not going 
towards the war effort? One can under­
stand more expenditure on agriculture 
bec,1use we arc encleavou ring to keep our 
food supplies going. In what respect cm1 
this $13,000 to be spent on education help 
us in this time of stress? It is true that 
it is only $13,000, but next yenr there will 
be more teachers and more increlllents to 
be paid. 

� 
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I am making this appeal to Government 
in all earnestness. If Government would 
not listen, and if tl,e Counoil approves of 

these items my con�cience will be clear, 
but I do suggest tlmt every Member shoulu 
seriously consider whether those new item� 
should be voted at all. Even if this money 
is not sent to the Mother Country can we 
not use it for the benefit of our poor 
pgople who are in need? In some distl'icts 
people are in real distress by not having 
work to do. Let us give to our brothers 
who are su�ering more in Britain. For 
£5,000 we can provide a Spitfii·e with 
which they can shoot down a few bombers. 
This proposed. ex.penrliture of $13,000 
is an. ·unnecessary increase of a service 
that is very well provided for at present. 
The total estimated revenue of the Colony 
for rn41 is $6,674,275 and the estimated 
expenditure on primary education is 
$525,125, about 8 per cent. of the total 
revenue of the Colony. 

I know that the accommodation in 
the schools is inadequate, and thRt 
there are insufficient teachers, but all 
of that could be re'medied if and when 
we have the money to remedy it. The 
matter should be carefullv considered 
before these estimates are passed. It is 
a travesty to keep on saying how grate­
ful we ought to be to the Mother 
Country for the fight she is putt,ing up, 
and in the next breath to spend $13,000 
more on primary education which is only 
being thrown away. Even if we lost five 
years by holding up the scheme to provide 
new schools, is that sacrifice as much as 
tl\at which is being made by the people of 
Britain? I respectfully submit that these 
items should be withdrawn. If they are 
not withdrawn I will move their deletion. 
I am asking Govern�ent and the Elected 
Members to consider these items seriously 
and not simply take up the position that 
because they concern primary education we 
must pass anything. There are some 
Members who as long as primary 
education is mentioned think they should 
allow the whole of the Colony's revenue to 
be spent in that direction. 

lYlr. JACOB: I have to congratulate 
the hon. Member on his per8istence in 
regard to primary education, his per­
si�tence in trying to reduce the vote year 
after year. I was not surprised that the 
hon. :VI ember said nothing when the Audit 
vote was being considered, although it 

shows an increase of $2,417 Again, when 
the Colonial Secretary's Office v.ote was 
u11dot· co,_ts_idC:J1·ution t,J10 11011, 1\"..CuJ.UlJe1· tiu,ic;l 

not.hin_g :�hout t.he incrense of !j:;1,:J:!2. In 

t11e Audit Departmeut there were three 
additional posts about which nothing was 
said, but in the case of. J?rimary education 
my friend says that no new schools should 
be built, no additional teachers should be 
employed. He made an appeal to &end· 
money to help the war effort. V,Te are all 
doing what we can in £hat direction. If 
the hon. Member would take his mind 
back he would realize how primary 
edu.cation was neglected: in this Colony, 
and that it would be almost a crime not 
to have additional schools, The East 
Indian Association went into the question 
very carefully and found that 40 per cent. 
of the childrnn of school going age were 
not attending school in the whole Colony. 
There is a law that every child of 
school age must go to. school. Being one 
or His Ma,jesty's Counsel I th.ought my 
hon. friend would have pleaded wi tli. 
Governwent to enforce the law relating to 
primary education. I do not know why 
the law is not enforced. It is. time that 
we begin in a sm11ll way. 

I think it was in December last that I 
went to a certain district on the Corentyne 
Coast (I wrote Government and the 
Education Department about it) and I 
discovered a father of 40, a mother of 35 
and children between 18 and 14 years all 
illiterate. They had never been to school,· 
and the smaller children of school-going 
age were attending a so-called school with 
no certificated teacher and aecommodation 
for about 60. children. In the district there 
was a school-going population of about 800.. 
Those of us who live and die here and 
lo.ok upon British Guiana as our home are 
alarmed at that state of affairs, and we 
plead that rather than curtail expenditure 
on education Government should spend 
more money on education. We plead 
that there should be schools wherever 
there is a school-going population; that 
there shculd be more and better teachers, 
more Eduoationa,l Officers and more 
Inspectors too. At the moment I think 
better results could be obtained bv the 
appointment of a few more Inspectors of 
Schools to see that all the schools are 
filled, that the teachers do their work 
properly and that every pupil gets the right 
instruction. I am very sorry I cannot 
agree with the hon. Member. This is not 
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' the first time he has taken this stand. As
a mattel' of fa.ct when we had the infol'!ll1Ll 
meeting my friend made the astounding 

� statement that if we educ:ite people they 
I become worse.

·
, 

·J Mr. HUJVIPHRYi::l: vVhtLt?

i Mr. JACOB : You said tlmt e<luc.itio11 
· f would make thorn WO!'Se.
' • Mr. HUMPHRYS: I must intenupt

the hon. J\foniber; ho is irresponsible. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: I will rnfresh tho hon. 
:Yiember's rnemory. I think he will give 
me credit for not making a statement that 
is untrue. Last Saturday when he 
attended the informal meeting I asked him 
if he would make a comparison with the 
people of England, or Europe for instance, 
where 99 per cent. of the people were 

\ literate, while in this Colony we have not 
o/ got 50 per cent.; and he did not reply. It 

is my unfortunate way of putting fact-s. 
Under 60 per cent. of the childn•n of 

J 
school age in this Colony are going to 
school, and I do not think the percentage 

, of literacy among adults i� more than 50. 
If that is a satisfactory state of affairs for 

, this Colony I beg to disagree. I again 
plead for more expenrliture on primary 
education. 

' 

it';,; 

Dr. SINGH: There is a large percen-
tage of illiteracy in this Colony. I am sure 
thitt if there were more literate people 
there would not be �o much trouble and so 
many strikes in the Colony. Apat·t from 

, that we are looking forwar.d to the future 
citizens of the Colony to bring about 
greater progress, therefore I think primary 
education should be encouraged. I heartily 
support the items under this head and my 
only regret is that we are not in a position 

r-' to spend more money on education. 

.. 

l 

11-

Mr. JACKSON: I must compliment 
the hon. Member for Eastern Demerara 
(Mr. Humphrys) on the.apologetic manner 
in which he voiced his opposition to the 
items he has enumerated. From the 
manner in which he spoke and endeavoured 
to impress the Council that he had nothing 
against education one got the impression 
that he was in dire conflict with his con­
science. As a matter of fact the small 

,amount he would deny primary education, 
and the skilful manner in which )le re-

garded the items as non-essentials·, revealed 
a frame of min<l which is unworthy of 
him. I do not think, if he had given the 
matter the con.�iderntion it deserves, he 
would lmve attacked those items in the 
manner in which he did. Primary educa­
tion is a. necessity, a great nece;sity, a.nd 
,�11 efforts th,Lt a.re made to promote it 
should Le encouraged by those who have 
the interest of the Colony and the general 
community at heart. 'l'o deny a few 
teachers an opportunity to impL"ove their 
teaching qualities, to deny them the 
opportunity of imbibing new methods of 
teaching is to deny them the tools which 
they must necessarily use in the practice 
of their profe�sion. Everyone must natu­
rally expect tlrnt those who are selected 
to train the young should be well equipped 
for the duties they have to discharge, tLncl 
as we have a trnining institution which 
turns out year after year just a score of 
teachers it has. become absolutely neces. 
s,wy that those teachers who have not been 
fortunate enough to get into that training 
institution, and those who perhaps qu.dified 
for their profession before the tra,iniug 
institution was established, should have 
the best means placed at their disposal in 
order that they might be properly equipped 
to carry on their work, Therefore to sity 
that a refresher course foi· those teachers 
at a cost of $600 is a non-essential is 
absurd. It is cerhtinly necessary that that 
amount should be voted, and like the hon. 
�ember for North Western District (.Mr. 
Jacob) I regret that it is not larger. 

To speak of the now schools which it is 
proposed to establish in 1941 ,LS being non­
essential is to be unacquainted with the 
facts. Years ago when economy was sought 
to be used in connection with the schools 
and a number of schools were closed it w,is 
thought that Government was making ,L 
terrible mistake. Government has since 
discovered that mistake, and perhaps in 
the City of Georgetown you will find 
no school which has the accommod,Ltiou 
it should ha,ve in compliance with the 
Education Code. But apart from that 
thern are places in the country where 
schools are needed, and so far as I am con­
cerned 1 feel tha.t every effort should be 
made to place at the disposal of parents an 
opportunity to lmve their children 
educated, and if new schools are needed­
and they are needed-let us have them. I 
am quite sure this Council will not ·seek, 
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upon the flimsy argument advf1nced by the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerarn (Mr. 
Humphrys), to delete those items. 

The hon. lVlember spoke about additional 
teachers and suggested that they were not 
necessary. Does the hon. Member realize 
that a better average attendance is 
obtained in the schools now than in the 
p:tst? Is he aware that more children 
attend school as the result of an awakening 
on the part of a number of parents to 
educate their girls? Does he know or will 
he realize that beca.use the number of pupils 
has incretLsed and the average attendance 
has increased there is need for a greater 
number of teachers, or is it his wish that 
the teachers should be overworked and 

perhaps suffer from mental strain? If the 
hon. .\1 ember had thought about those 
things I do not think he would seriously 
have proposed the deletion of those items. "· 
He jumps upon the paltry sum of $504 for r,/ 
two janitors and says we mu�t. not have rt/ 
them ; they are non-essentials. 

tTHE CHAIRMAN : Would the hon r,,, , 

Member like to conclude his remarks n�w ·i: 
or when the Committee resumes next ··t
week? 

,;; 

Mr. JACKSON: No, sir, I would like 
to speak for five or ten minutes more., 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
until Tuesday, 10th December, at 11 a.lli. 
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