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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Th.u1·aday, 9th October, 1941. 

The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pursuant 
to adjournment, His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Gevernment, Mr. G. D. 
OWEN, C.M.G., President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
(Acting) Mr. G. C. Green, M.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. l:'retheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of Agri­
culture. 

The Hon. E.G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurel'. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E., 
(Nominated U notlicial Member). 

The Hoo. W. A. D'Aodrade, O.B.E., 
Compfroller of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hoo. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com­
missioner of L!il,our and Local Govern­
ment. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education, 

The Hou. B. R. Wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hou. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice Rivet·)· 

The Hon, J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem­
erara-Essequebo ). 

1'he Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber­
bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
U nolliciitl Member). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (No1•th Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse­
quebo). 

MINUTES. 
The_ minutes of the meeting of the

Couoctl held on the 8th of October, 1941, 
as printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

T.ENAJWY OF RrcE LANDS. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on behalf of Mr. 
M 1·. LEE, asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY (Acting) laid over 1·eplies 
to the following questions:-

Q. 1. Is Go,·erument n.ware that proprietor� of 
rice l:u,ds a.re increasill!! their renLs P If the 
a.uswer is in the n.ltirmative, will Government 
st�te _what stPps are being taken to pre,·ent
tins 11:crense ? Is (�overn,nent also awn.re that 
the owners of rice fa.c• ories have incrtmsed 
their charges to mill pad i ? 

lf no acLion is bciug ta.ken to pre,·eut t he,e, 
will Government s10.te wh�tlier any increase iu 
the pri1·e of rite will be made? 

Q. 2. Is Governmtnt aware tbnt landed pro­
prietors, who a.re owners or ric:e mills ou these 
ea.id est.ate�, n.re refusing Lo mill the pAdi of 
the teuants, a.ud are compelliug them to sell 
their pa.di to Llie mill ? 

Q. 3. ls Government aw.,re that such proprie­
tors liave during this sma.11 or Spricw crop paid 
less than the ruarket price fixed forp

0

adireceived 
at their mills ? 

If the answer 1s in the a.llirmath·e, will Govern­
ment state what sLe[JS are beiu!( taken to 
prevent this? 

Q. 4. Is Government awn.re that the se,·eral
tenants are under threats of ,iisposstssiou, if 
the pndi is n,,t sold to I he LDill? 

Q. b. Wi)l Go,,er.uwent protect these poor
ten•lUtB by 111trocl110111g some meo.snre of le<>'is­
latiou to >:ive them sorne security of tenure 

0

fur 
the duration of the w.ir? 

A. l to 5. The Government is o.,rnra that t be
relations between lann-owue.r-m1llers aml pnd 1 
growers 1'.re iu mauy cas�s uus1LLisfncLory 
ultuo,1gb Lhe fault does uot lie only with Lile 
for11Jer. l{epn•sent at ions h>< ,·e nlso bPeu 
receivtd ou belJll.lf of. the proprietors urgiug
that statutory prutecttou shonlcl be atl\,,.deu 
them with respect to advances made tn pa.di 
growers wlto, it is claimed, in some cases dispose 
of tlieir po.di frnurlulfntly after ho.du" receive,! 
advances against it. 

0 
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With regard to l:md rents, the !ton. Mem­
ber's nttention is invited to the letter dated 
Hth June, 1941, addressed to him by the 
Colonial Secretary, in whil,h he was informe,t 
that it is considered that legislation to control 
rental charges of rice lands would be impracti­
cable. 

\Vi,h regard to milling fees, etc., draft 
amending Hegulations to the Defence (Rice 
Contrnl) Hegulations, 1940, are under considera­
tion which would enable miJling fees to be 
fixed if necessary, and would also provide power 
to the Governor to take suitable action in any 
specific case of e::q,loitation of parli growers by 
a miller. 

WiLh respect to Lbe price of rice tue boo. 
Member's nttention is invited to Notice No. 
1313 in the Gazette of 4th October, 1941, iu 
which tlte Hice �a1·ketiug Board announce nn 
increase of 20 cents per bag in the Boad's 
purchase prices for all grndes of rice. 

.Kegarcling po.di purcuases the Go,·ernment is 
not aware that there has been any genernl 
brench of the regulation fixing a minimum 
price at which pad i may be purchased from a 
grower. The specitic incic!ent to which the hon, 
Mem her drew atten�ion in his letter to the 
Colonial Secretary d1tted 26th Mriy, 1941, was 
investigated and set1led on 4th June, 19U, by 
the lJist,ict Agricultnrnl Superintendent who 
found that the padi in question was so poor in 
quality ttat it could not be manufactured into 
even the lowest grade of rice and coose'lnently 
arranged for it Lo be returned to the growers 
for use as stock feed. 

GovERN!\lEN'r COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Smrnnrns. 

Q. l. Will Go,·eroment sLate what schemes,
proposals aud/or memoratda were submitted 
to Sir Frank Stockdale for the improvement 
and development of the Colony hy the Go"eru­
meot? 

Q. 2. Will Government, snpply the Members of
this 4-Jouucil wlLh copiEs of the said memoranda 
and etc., as gi,·en? 

A. 1 &2. A number ofprojectsweresubmitted
by tbe Government and discussed ,,-itb the 
Comptroller for Develo)J1uent anrl Welfare 
during his visit to this Colony in March, but 
they were not prepared in the form of applica­
tions for assistance from the Colonial Develop· 
meut and \Yelfa.re Fund. Since the Comp­
troller's visit, however, reports dealing with 
Al!riculture, Public Health, Drainage :i.nd 
and Irrigation hal'e been received from him 
an<l bis Advisers and t,hese have been laid 
belore the Legislatb·e Council. 

Applications for assistance to enable a 
number of the proposals in the reports to be 
carried out have recP-n tly been submitted by 
the Go,·ernment to the Secretary of State, and 
estimate� in respeet of oLber schemes are in the 
course of preparation. 

Co-OPERATIVE CREDIT BANKS. 

Mr. JACOB asked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY (Acting) laid over replies 
to the following questions :-

Q. 1. How mauy Co-operative Credit Banks
were in operation as at June 30th, 1941, in the 
Conntiea of Dcmerara, Berbice and E�sequebo, 
gi ,·in g each separately ? 

A. l. Twenty-two Co·operative Credit Banks
are in operation:-

Ia County of Essequebo 4 
In Conaty of Demerara. 10 
In County of Berbice 8 

Q. 2. What wn.s the amount of Capital in these
Banks; how much was subscribed by their 
members; and how much was loaned by Go,·. 
ern men t as at Jone 30th, 1941 ?

A. 2. The paid-up share capital of these Banks
is $68,901.99 . At Jnne :10th, 1941, (;overnmeot 
loans to these banks amounted to $55,936 
of which $34,630 bas been repaid, lea\'iog a 
balance of $21,306 owing. J.<'urtber loans 
to these banks, amounting to $8,000, h1we 
beeu also approved of which $:l,5UO has since 
heen tu.ken. In adrlitioo, 8,t11hority bas been 
songht to provide SI0,000 more which, if ap­
prol'ed, will make u. total of $30,0UO avaihble 
this yetu·. 

Q. 3. What is the rate of interest chargeable by 
the Governrnent on loans to Lhe Co-operative 
C,edit Bank.? Is it possible to reduce the rate 
of interest? 

A. 3. Government charges iotP.rest at 4 per
cenr-. per anunm on all Joane to Co-operative 
Credit Bau ks. The rate for these loans and for all 
Government loans to Local Authorities was 
rerlnced from 6 per cent. to 4 per cent, with 
effect from 1st J annu.ry, 1935. 4 per cent. is 
cor,�idererl to be an approp1 iate rate. 

Q. 4. Wbat is the rnte of interest charged to 
me,ubers or borrowers, on loans from the 
Banks? 

A. 4. Thirteen Banks charge interest at 12 per
cent., eight charge Ill per cent., a.no one Bank 
charges S per cent. per annum on loans to 
members. The profits of Banks reLurn to mem­
bers U)) to 6 per cent. on sh:i.res. 

Q. 5. Wbatamonnt was loaned to Cane, Rice,
Coconut and Coffee Farmers to the end of 
December, 1940, giving ea.ch separately? 

A. 5. Dnriag 1940, loo.us were made to pea-
sant farmers only as under :-

Cane .•. $ 1,289 00 
Hice ... $ ll ,964 51 
Coffee ... $ 1,304 00 
Coconuts ... $ 262 21 

It is impracticable to analyse all the loans 
which have been wade by the bauks under the 
above beads. 

6 . What atlditional amount was loaned to 
Rice Farmers for increasing tbe production of 
rice after the deputation of the Rice Producers' 
Advisory Committee had iaterviewed Bis 
Excellency Sir Wilfrid Jackson in July, 1940 
when it was decided that a sum not exceedin; 
$150,000 would be made a\'ailable for lending 
to rice prod ncers ? 

A. 6, Under the provision of the Rice Growers
Loans Ordinance, Chapter 155, the sum Jent to 
rice farmers through the Co-operative Credit 
Banks was $14,649 of wl,ich $13,20\!.98 has 
already been repaid to the Treasury. No le<>iti-
matP. application was rejected. 0 

Q. 7. "·hen were these Banks est abEshed, a.nrl
what is the reasuu fur their slow pi ogress, or 
uo p ro�ress at all? 
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A, 1. Of the Banks under considera.tion :-
One was registered in 1915 
Eleven were rel(istered in 1916 
.Four ,, 1917 
rrwo ,, ,, ,, 1918 
One was registered in 1927 
One ,, ,, 19:rn 
Two were ,, ,, 1940 

Refere11ce is invited to the anuual reports on 
the working of these Banks, which have been 
printed and laid before the Legislative Conncil. 
These reports indicate the progress which has 
been made since their estaolishment an'l the 
factors which bave retarded their continued 
development in recent years. As stated in 1.he 
answer to Question 2 the Banks are now being 
provided with additional capital in the form of 
Government loans, and their actiri�ies are being 
expanded at the present time. 

COMPASSIONATE AWARD TO ALI BACCHUS. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 

G. C. Green, Acting) : I beg to move�
THAT, with reference to Governor's Message

No. 13 dated 25th August, 1941, this Council 
approves the grant of an ex gratia payment of 
an amount not exceeding $1,680 to Ali Bacchus, 
who as a result of an assult on him by ex-Police 
Constable Barrington in December, 1939, has 
now become permanently incapacitated. 

I think the facts of this case are within 
the recollections of hon. Members. It was 
a bad case. It was a case arising out of a 
bush rum raid carried out by the Police in 
December, 1939, when P.C. Barrington and 
other police constables arrested ce1·tain 
persons including Bacchus. At the Police 
Station a very bad assault was carried out 
by Barrington on Bacchus. It has been 
proved that on three occasions at the 
Police Station this Police Constable 
assaulted this man in such a manner as to 
render him permanently incapacitated. The 
most tha.t could be said in favour· of Bar­
'rington was that his sanity w,is in doubt. 

It was proved, however, that he wiis sane 
and as a result he was prosecuted iind 
sentenced to four years' penal servitude. 
He is now serving his sentence. 

The case of Bacchus has been very care­
fully considered by Government, and, while 
no legal liability rests with Government, it 
is considered equitable that he should be 
compensated in some manner. He was a 
labourer and lived with his wife, mother 
and brothers, and as a result of his incapa­
citation his wife has had to devote all her 
time looking after him, so that she who 
may have become a source of help to the 

family has not been able to assist in any 
way. In considering what payment should 
be made in this instance Government used 
as a basis what may have been paid had 
Bacchus come under the purview of the 
Workmen's Compensation Ordinance, That 
was only used as a guide as that Ordinance 
does not apply and in this case it is only 
an ex g1·atia payment. In order to ensure 
that Bacchus's family is provided for 
Government proposes to this Council that 
this ex gratia payment of $1,680 should be 
handed over to the Public Trustee to be 
disbursed in monthly sums of $10 for the 
benefit of the family. I beg to move the 
motion. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: We do not third 
motions here, and so I am supporting it 
because I cannot third it. I have intimate 
knowledge of this matter because I was the 
first person outside that got to know what 
transpired. When it occurred, there were 
three men with this policeman in the 
Guard room and two of the men came 
to me to act in their behalf in the prosecu­
tion. 'l'herefore, whatever transpired those 
men we1·e the only ones to give evidence, 
and what they said when it had just 
occuned could be regarded as the truth. 
While I support the motion to help poor 
B,icchus, who is a pitiable sight to see, I 
would ask Government to consider Bar­
rington who is now in peual servitude. 

Barrington is one of the most quiet of 
men. He was a simple inoffensive police­
man . of eighteen years' standing in the 
Police Force, He was a very huge man, 
a half giant. It appears that while arrest­
ing the men one of them toppled him over, 
and notwithstanding that they were taken 
into the station and Banington was left 
in crmrge of them. The unfortunate boy, 
Bacchus, was communicating with others 
outside, and all that Banington did was 
to take him up and push him violently 
dmvn on the bench and so injured his spine. 
Banington became so weak that he could 
not defend himself; he would not say a word 
in his defence and there was the other man 
almost lifeless. It was thought at first that 
Bacchus w,ts playing the fool, then it was 
discovered that he was injured. At the 
trial the Judge cajoled and coerced him 
to say something, but Barriugtou would 
not speak with the result that he got four 
years' imprisonment, 
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Looking at the injured man, it seems that 
all one can hope is that kind Providence 
would one day relieve him. On the other 
hanrl,Barrington is a married man with chil­
dren and, I understand, the injured man may 
bring an action awiinst him. If Govern­
ment is going to give Baechus this money, 
Government should be satisfied that no 
action would be brought agai1rnt Harrington 
and should make further enquiry and see 
whetlier the penalty imposed on Barrington 
should not be commuted. Ba,rrington has 
lost eighteen yem·s' service and an action ie 
Imaging over his head. I know for cert,1in 
that the action was started. vYhat I say here 
to-d11y is first-hund. It was told to me by 
the only persons who should know, because 
they were the only persons besides the 
injured man in the Guard-room with Bar­
rington at the time. I think that while we 
consider the unfortunate B,1cehus, we can 
also consider the equally unfortunate Bar­
rington I do implore Government that in 
doing this for Bacchus to remamber Bar­
rington who is lying in prison. It has been 
s,iid to be a very bad c,,se from the way it 
was represented to Government. I think an 
enquiry should be made "'s to the action 
which is to be brought against Banington 
to take ,1way his house, and an effort made 
to see whether Bacchus could not be 
induced, as Government is helping him, to 
forego his action. 

Mr. JACOB: I think Government 
should be congratulated for bringing for­
ward a resolution of this kind. I am not 
aware uf all the circumst,mces, but it does 
seem to,be a very kind gesture. Actions 
of this kind will certainly be of grnat 
benefit to Government. What I would like 
to sucwest is th,tt ,is Bacchus's two childrens 

::>O 

are six and eight years old respectively, the 
amount allocated to be disbursed in four­
teen years would be better disbursed in 
ten years, when one child would be sixteen 
and the other eighteen and both of them 
be in a position to earn something for 
themselves, .At the present time $10 
per month to feed a clis,1bled m11n, his 
wife and two children is for from adequate, 
and I take it this m,m must get some 
attendance and his wife would not be able 
to earn anything much a,s a result. I 
think it would be well if Government con­
sider this suggestion that $14 pet· month 
ho given as it is a. more reasouable figure 
fol· four people, including two d1ildren, to 
live on. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do 
not desire to say much in reply except, as 
regards what the hon. Member for Berbice 
River (Mr Eleazar) said, to point out 
that from the facts at Government's dis­
posal the assault was not of the character 
to which he referred, but was a very bad 
case indeed. I do not propose to tell the 
Council of the sordid details The only 
thing that may be said of Barrington is 
that his sanity was in doubt ,1t the time. 
On no less than three occasions was the 
a1;sault committed. 

In regard to the request of the hon. 
Member for North v\Testern District (Mr. 
Jacob), Government will be very glad 
indeed to give consideration to the ques­
tion of increasing the monthly payment 
a.nd, if the Council pass this motion as it
stands, Government would consider increas­
ing the payment from $10 to $14 per
month.

THE PRESIDENT: I would like to 
mention that in regard to what the hon. 
Member for North Wes tern lJistrict has 
said, Government had in mind the ages of the 
children. One child is six years old i;,nd if 
the payment is $14 per month it would 
cease to be made six years hence when the 
child is only twelve, whereas if it is $10 
per month it would go to the other extreme 
and end when both children are able to 
earn something. $12 per month is the 
happy mean and may be the right figure. I 
think the hon. Member suggested $14 per 
month, but that would cease when the 
second child is twelve. I think it should 
probably be $12 per month. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that the money 
will be invested and that some interest will 
accme which will help to extend it. 

THE PRESIDENT : Very little. I do 
not w,1nt to commit Government to $14. 
Leave it to us and we will give it further 
consideration and see what would be best. 

I would like to say a word in regard to 
what the hon. Member for Berbice River 
said. While I appreciate the provocation 
to which policemen are very often put, I 
have read this case very carefully and cer­
tainly think some cmelty was definitely 
done to that man. Barrington was given a 
perfectly fair trial and sentence was 
imposed on hiIJl .by, the Court, and I am 
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not prepared to interfere further with the 
l.llatter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I simply said Govern­
ment acted on information it had prior. 
I am saying that two of the three men 
present came t.o me about an hour after 
the occurrence and told me the whole 
story. I do not know what was dished up 
in Lhe Court. When I make statements 
here I do so either on my own or on first­
hand information. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

Motion passed, 

1940 .FINAL SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE 

STA'l'EM};N'l'. 
TIIE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move--
That, this Council approves the final state­

ment of supplementary expenditure for the 
year 1940, additional to that included in the 
Schedules of Additional Provision for the year 
1940, already passed by the Legislative Council, 
which has been laid on the table. 

This should be regarded as a sort of 
winding-up for the year 1940. It is the 
final statement of supplementary expendi­
ture for the year. I think, perhaps, if I 
invite hon. Members' attention to one or 
two large amounts it might assist in the 
consideration 0£ the Statement when we 
go into Committee in the usual course. 

On the first page hon. Members will see 
under Head VIII A-" Education "-the 
sum of $5,203.68. That is for the purpose 
of meeting the revised rates of salary to 
teachers under Regulation 80 (now Regu • 
lation 95 in %e New Code). Under Head 
XV.-" Magistrates "-there is an exce8s 
of $3,800 on Crown vVitnesses' Expenses. 
It is not possible to control thiLt item. 
Under Head XXIII. -" Miscellaneous " 
-there is a sum of $1,350 in respect of
which the Council has already given its
approval in principle. The original
amount of $6,000 was under-estimated.
Under the same Head on the next page is 
the sum of $3,936.67 as contribution to 
the B.G. Airways, Ltd. It represents an
increase on the annual subs.idy. ·with
respect to this the Council has already
given its consent to this increase in respect
of 1941 and this is in respect of the period,
1st October, 1939-3lst pecember, 1940.

The principle has been already accepted by 
this Council. Under Head XXVIII­
" Police "-there is the sum of $3,075.70 
for uniforms. This is due to the rise in the 
price of materials. Under Head XXIX­
" Poor "--there are a number of items 
which, I think, speak for themselves. 
Under Head XXXIII-" Prisons "-there 
are two items of $1,800 each, due to the 
continual increase in the prisons population 
and the increased cost of commodities. 

On the third page under Head XXXVI 
-" Public vVorks, Annually Recurrent"­
there is an item of $7,943.18. This is 
required to meet a temporary excess of the 
vote for Unallocated Stores. Under Head 
XXXIX " Sea Defences " the sum of 
$4,933.19 is required for maintenance. It 
is due to considerable damage done to the 
earth dams in all districts during Septem­
ber and October last by high spring tides. 
Under Head XLVIIl-'· Colonial Emer­
gency Measures "-there is the sum of 
$1'!.,658.99, an extraordinary expenditure 
in connection with the war. 

On page 6 under Head XV-" lVIagis­
trates "-there is another item of Crown 
witnesses' expenses, $1,075, due to the 
unusual numbe1· of long cases. Under Head 
XIX-" Medical, Hospitals and Dispen­
saries "-there is an amount of $1,000. ln 
most of these cases, it is expenditure on 
dietary and other incidental expenditure 
and it is 11ot possible adequately to con­
trol that during present conditions. 

On page 7 under Head XXIII-" Mis­
cellaneous "-there is the sum of $1,980 
for telegrnms required in exces�s of the 
vote that has been already granted. At 
the bottom of tbe page there is also a sum 
of $1,004 more than already granted for 
payments under the Workmen's Compensa­
tion Ordinance. 

On page 8 there is an item of $2,023, 
which i8 to cover the increased cost of 
water supply and the cost of installation 
of meters, etc., in line with Municipal 
Water By-hLws, 1938. 

Turning to page 10 under Head XXXVI 
-" Public vVorks, Annually Recurrent"­
there is an item of $3,317.19 which is due 
principally to the renovation of the ceiling 
and walls of this ChaU1ber. Frnm 111v 
own persornd kno .,·J..<ige it was an extn;-
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ordinary difficult job carried out in a 
very efficient mauner. 

I do not think there is any othel' p,trti­
eular item to which I need draw attention. 
In the Committee stage I hope to answel' 
.any questions which may be asked, 11.nrl I 
now beg to move that this Council resolve 
itself into Committee to consider, item 
by item, the Final Statement of supple­
mentary expenditure for the year 1940, 
additional to that included in the Schedules 
of Additional Provision for the year 1940, 
already passed by the Legislative Council, 
which has been laid on the table. 

Ml'. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
beg to second the motion principally 
because I would like to invite hon. 
Members' attention to the results of the 
year's working as set forth in the Colonial 
Treasurer's Report for 1940, which has 
been laid on the table. There has been no 
previous opportunity fur refel'ring to Lhose 
:figures and, I think, hou. Members would 
be certainly interested, if they have not 
all'eady read that repol't, to hear ,1, very 
brief ,mrumary of tho position. 

We were very fortunate in closing the 
yea.r, 1940, with a surplus of $20G,475 ou 
the working for that year. That, is to say 
revenue for 1940 exceeded expenditure by 
that sum. Not only that, but the Council 
will remember tlmt by 1·e,,son of the 
resolution which was passed some time in 
August last year this Council undertook to 
relieve the Imperial Governmeut of its 
undel'taking to p,ty a grant towards certain 
very special reconstruction works so that 
all the expenditure on thoRe works amount­
ing to. $231,362 has been met from the 
Colony's Budget without any gmnt from 
Imperial Funds. Further than that, this 
Colony has also waived payment from the 
Colonial Development Fund of another 
$41,452. Those two items were taken on the 
Colony's expenditure and notwithstand­
ing that, we also had to pay temporary war 
bonuses amounting to $177,000 while our 
war vote came to another $52,000. Not­
withstanding all these we ended the year 
with a surplus on the working of $206,475. 
1 think we were very fortunate in doing so, 
as no one anticipa,ted the position would 
have been as happy as it tumed out to be. 
'l'he final result is that the surplus at the 
end of last year stood at $982,083. 

·with regard to the cxcc-ss expenditure

now before the Council for consideration, I 
would just like to mention that although 
it is rather a large amount yet the actual 
net total of excess expenditure on what 
wo may call the norma,l budget is only 
$13,000 above the origim1.l appropriations 
in the approved estimates for the year·. 

Mr. JACOB: This statement reads 
",Final Statement of supplementary 
expenditure for the year 1940, additional 
to that included in the Schedules of 
additional provision for the year l!J.JcO, 
a.lready pnssed by the Legi£lative Council."
If that heading is correct, I do not see the
necessity for bringing thii; forward today.
I wish to say that when a heading is put
on a sttitement it should convev its actual
meaning. This heading says:" "Alre,,dy
passed by the Legislative Council."

Tm,; PRESI1iENT: Additional to the 
scheduleH alre,1.dy passed. 

Mr. JACOB: That is ono point it does 
convey to one. I ,1m not :-;atisfisd that it 
docs not still couvey to some people tlmt 
this thing has been akeady passed. It is 
put in that way to mislead. Further 
these expenditures have all been incUl'red­
I do not know if that is going to be 
disputed-last year and probably the year 
before, and here it is on this day, the 9th 
of October, we are asked to pass additional 
provisions not already passed. The whole 
thing SP.ems to me rntho1· absurd, and it 
looks more absurd when a responsible 
Council like this is to continuously stage 
these things. vVe are here just to formally 
agree to these expenditures, as they have 
been iueurred and already included in the 
hon. Colonial Treasurer's statement of 
expenses. 

The PRESIDENT : I do not know if it 
would save tirue, if I remind hon. Members 
Lhat at the beginning of every year a 
schedule of this sort is brought up dealing 
with items which it was not possible to pass 
at the conclusion of the pt·evious year. I 
admit that it is rather late in the year to 
bring it before the Council, but it is 
lt schedule which is put annually before 
this Council. This is not the first occasion 
that it has bPen done. 

Mr. JACOB: I agree, but my point 
is that it should havP been brought up 
hefore the fir,t quarter of tlie yt:ar had 
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pas�ed rLnd not in the last quarter. The fact 
is, if criticism is offered here it is practi­
cally useless. I k11ow that Government 
does not like to get criticism from the 

1 Elective side of the Council, hut we have 
/ to justify our position here, although we 

may not be required hert', It looks like a 
farce. 1 do hope the time is not far dis­
tant when this thing will come to an end. 
This is only the prelimina..-y to our going 
into committee, I have various matters 
to raise just to let them i:ret on the 
records to show that there are a few per­
sons, particularly oue, who nevPr approve 
of these things. 

THE PRESIDENT: I quite ttgree with 
a g ,od 111:tny of the thing;; you have said. 
It is unfortum1te I h,tt t\ Rchedule of this 
so, t is brought in October, but the only 
previous occ:1sion on which it uoulcl have 
been pl·,ced before the Counuil was in 
February last.. Spe:Lkim.! from memory, I 
do not think there has been a meeting since 
then, 11nd I know thiLt the schedule was not 
ready in FebruMy. 1 think it is usu,Ll to 
bring it in M,, rch or April, :is we are 
neve1· in 11 position tn do so 10 February 
of the year following the year to which it 
relates. 

1\1 r. JACOB: I had written to this 
Government asking that a meeting of the 
Council be called some time in April 
because there were so m,wv matters I had 
to rnise. One is npt to ge·t disgusted, but 
1 have made up rny mind n"t to get 
disgusted and to rnise them still. 

Questiou put, and agreed to. 

Council in Comruittce. 

A GRICUL1'UHE. 
Item 29-Pa�sages of .Mr. and Mrs. 

J. I 1. Gillespie, $2�9.85.

Tm: COLONIA 1. 8ECRl�TARY: 
rise at this st,Lgc tu 111ake au explauation 
to tho Council in regard to a matte,· 
on which there bas not previously been 
a11y opportunity to i11forn1 hon. Members 
fully. If hon. Mcwbers would look at 
the item aOLI two similaL· ones-one on 
p·,ge 2 under Post Otl:icc, " • assagts of 
.l\1 r. and Mrs. J. (J. Reilly, $458.08," and 
the other on page 3 under Prisous, "Pass­
a�es ,,f Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Hodgson, 
$207.87 "-it would be noticed that tho 

note in the rem,Lrks c&lumn refers to 
Colonial Regulations 95 to 100. ThosQ 
regulations were adopted by this Govern­
ment in 1937 and laid befor1t this Council 
on the 17th December of thar. vear. It is 
quite natural that, there being no particular 
explanation at the time those rcgula.tions 
were hLid, hon. Members "·<:lre not fullv 
a.cquainted with the purport ur' thos�
re�ulations. 1 think it is only foir that,
this 1,eing the first 01,p<H·tunity which has
Gi nee :1,risen, the Coundl should be fully
iof,,rmell , f the purport of tlrose regula­
tious.

Those regulations are the result of the 
Committee set up by the Secretary of 
State some ye,us ago with Lord Plymouth 
as Ch:LirmrL" to consider leave and passag" 
facilities of Government Ofl:icers in the 
Colonial 11:rnpire, and they t·elate specifi­
cally to the facilities to be granted to 
Otliuers on transfer. Under the old regu­
lations the procedure which had been 
appro1•ed and adopted was a simple one. 
That is to s,1y, on au. otficer corning to 
this Colony f om abroad this Colony paid 
t,he full cost of his passage and that of his 
family in accordance wi1 h that procellure 
which was laid down. Conversely an 
Officer. transferrcll fr-0111 this Colony would 
have the c11st of bis ,tnd his family's passages 
paid hy the receiving Colony. '.'..'he new 
regulations change that sy.<tem. They are 
based, as I say, on the principles laid 
down by the Plymouth Report which at 
the very start were based on a c,msidera­
tion that does not exist in this Colony. 
That is to st1y passages n.re paid when 
officers proceed on leave. Th .. t considern­
tion does nut at present apply to this 
Colony, and under these regulations to 
which I refer when an officer is transferred 
from this Colony to (say) Nigeria,, this 
Colony which i� the transforring Colon)' 
will be asked to p:•�• eithe1· the full co�t 
of the ,1tlicer's passage ll'Om here to 
England 01· a proportion of thtLt cost 
based Oil tire amount of resident service 
whicl1 the officer has at the time he 
leaves here. The underlying principle is 
that Oil transfer oflicet·s should be 
encouragPd to t:Lke such leave as is clue 
to them prior to ta.kin� up appointment. 
In suuh cases thi� Colony will b,� incurring 
a liability which has not hitherto been 
approved by this Council. 

Looking :it it from the othet· side, if an 
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officer came here from Nigeria unde1· thE> 
old conditions this Colony has to pay the 
entire cost of his passage, but under the 
new regulations if in the course of coming 
here he goes to the United Kingdom and 
is allowed to take such leave as is clue to 
him by the transferl'ing Colony, which will 
be Nigeria, that Colony will be responsible 
for at least a proportion nf the cost of 
the passage from Nigeria to the United 
Kingdom. 

At first blush it ruay appear that this 
Colony is undertaking ,L liability far 
greater than that which now exi�ts, iind <1n 
the first occa�ion it 1,as bePn applied wit,h 
these three items it appeared as though this 
Colony is going to be saddled with greater 
expenditure than was agL"eed to in the past. 
Consequently repl'esentations were made 
by this Government to the Colonial Office 
pointing out that the new L"egulations were 
based entirely on the pL'inciple tha.t all 
Colonies had agreed to the principle of 
free passages ou lean·, and stress wni; made 
that m the long run this C .. lony which 
does not now pay leave passages might find 
itself saddled with greater expenditure. As 
the result of thrLt reproseutation it has 
now been ruled that where an oA:icer 1•ro­
ceeds to the United Kingdom 011 trnnsfer 
elsewhere ruerely for the purpose of t,aking 
his leave and not as a nec•·ssary i•art of his 
journey to the Colo11y to which he is 
going, a Colony like this which does not 
pay leave passages will not be called upnu 
to p[LJ any proportion of the cost of that 
oilicel''s pas,age to the U11ited Kingdom. 
In the meantime these three particular 
cases have arisen and the regulations as 
then enforced are applied to thPm. 

But let us take the case of an officer 
coming here from Nigeria. To come here 
he will in normal cin:umstances have to 
travel via the United 1.;: ingclom. and in 
thuse cit'cumstauces the trn11sfel'ring 
Colony, which will be Nigeria, will pay 
the cost of the passag9 from Nigel'itL to 
the United Kiugdom or at least a propor­
tion of it. On the other hand if we 
transfer an officer from hel'e to Nigcri,L 
and it is necessary for the officer to trnvcl 
via the Unit,cd Kingdom a.u<l not by a 
more direct rout.e, then this Colony will 
be asked to pay the propol'tion of the cost 
of the passage from here to the United 
Kingdom. We have a case of an officer 
tran�ferred from here to Barbados, Unde1· 

the regulations as they originally stood, it 
appears that an officer could l"ightly claim 
he is entitled to go to tho United 
Kingdom before going to Barbados, but 
under the ruling laid down by the 
SecL"etary of �t,tte no charge against this 
Colony will II L"ise becaui;e t lmt is not ,i 
necessMy part of the journey iu getting to 
Barbados. 

I think that with this exception to 
which I have refened as now adopted by 
the Secreta1·y of State the Colony will not 
pay any more than it is paying at present. 
'Ne l1ad a case not very long ago of some 
officers transferred frolll P,destine to this 
l 'olon_v. The Colony under these reguhL­
tions wiLS relieved of the prnporti11n of the 
cost of the passages from P,ilestine to the 
U11itecl Kingdom, so I thi11k that in the 
long run this Colouy will not p:ty more 
than n t pre�ent and in fact, speaking for 
myself from a study of the situation, I 
feel tlmt in the long run this Colony 
really stands to benefit fina11ci,illy from 
these t.rnn�actions. 

There is one othe1· point. whic:h His 
Excellency h,ts reminded me of, on which 
we have a rnli11g. There are 011e or two 
Colonie, which have not adopted these 
regulations. BtLrbados is one of the111. 
I11 such cin·um,tances it has been ruled 
that the regulations will not apply but 
acl hoc arrangement.� will be made in each 
particular ca.se. I think it is only fair 
to the Council I hat 011 this occasion it 
should be fully informed of the purport of 
the ReguhLtiom; which had been laid before 
the Council as far back as 1937. I hope· I 
have made m,1 splf clear. I eudetP·oured -to 
do so. I hope.Council will vote the amounts 
and adopt the principle. 

Mr. C. Y. WlGHT: Having hear.-! the 
hon. Colo11ial :::ecretitry I have been dL"iven 
to wo11cler whether the Colonial Ollic:e has 
by Ll,e Colo11i,Ll Regulations of 1937 
decided to give legislative s1,nction to that 
oft-repe>Lted µh1:ase in this Colony "Birtls 
of passage". It would appear looking at 
this Statelllen t-I have read it and I make 
no mistake thut it is not additional provi­
sion-there is some confusion. On the 
fit-st page one sees three items dealing with 
passages in rcspet:t of three officers. There 
is a constant repetition throughout the 
whole Statement of "Passages ". I am go­
ing to ask this G11vernment, if the Colonial 
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Office is not aware of it and has not 
decided on any payment, that great care 
be taken in the selection of officers and 
thus diminish the necessity of officers 
having to travel round the world and 
having any part of the passages paid by 
the community in which they were. The 
hon. Colonial Secretary persisted in his 
reference to a certain part of the Empire� 
Nigeria. Why, one does not know. He 
then differentiated wi1h Barbados. vVe 
know Barbados and all about it. We do 
not know how many officers have been 
transferred to Barbados, but we know 
Barbados does not like anv infiltration. 
That is why, perhaps, they did not enter 
into the scheme, 

While it is necessary to lrnve transfers, 
those transfers should be requested by 
those communities who desire them. The 
passages of certain officers in certain cases 
may be willingly paid aud the vote readily 
acquiesced to by the majority of Members 
of the Council. An of:l:icer may during his 
regime in this Colony make himself so 
objectionable that one may consider the 
advisability of giving him a bonus in 
addition to his passage to get him out of 
the Colony. I would ask this Government 
particularly to bear in mind the question of 
the;e trausfers and passages and to make 
strong representation to the Colonial 
Office on that score. w·hy go to Nigeria 
to get an officer transferred here when we 
have the adjacent West Indian Islands and 
the cost of passages will not be so much? 
I ask that it be borue in mind when mak­
ing appointments and transfers to give 
consideration to the fact that an officer 
t.xansferred to this particuhir colony from 
elsewhere than the West Indies will neces­
sarily sojourn in England on leave on the 
way out. I am not referring to any parti­
cular officer or item, but just generally to 
the question of passages and the c<,st 
thereof. The hon. Colonial Secretary quite 
glibly said we are going to be benefited by 
the arrangement and it will not lie 
such a financial burden to this Colony. 
No doubt it may be so, and I quite appre­
ciate his perspicuity in so far as this 
matter is concerned. We have had some 
debate which in no way arose from out· 
apprehension of the future iucrease in tlie 
total aggregate this Colony may h,we to 
pay in regard to the cost of passages on 
the trausfer of officers. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The intention is very 
apparent. It is part of the policy of the 
Colonial Office and this Government to 
bring all these " misfits" into the country 
and mismanage its whole affairs. That is 
why this Government is here and this country 
is as it is to-day. The hon. Colonial Secre­
tary could not help every time he opened 
his mouth referring to Nigeria. I wonder 
why he did not say Hong Kong. There 
was a gentleman here to whom everything 
was Hong Kong. The people who have 
been brought here from the East-present 
company excepted-always are not wanted 
here. 'l'hey come here with blurred vision, 
When they see men with the same pig­
ment as the men they left behind but with 
nothing else in common, they say after a 
while that the country does not want them 
and they do not want the country. 'Ihe 
Colonial Office in order to govern these 
Colonii·s, because the population is mostly 
coloured, must first send officers to the 
East where they see the people in a most 
primitive or half-nude condition and then 
send them here. It cannot mix. The 
latest importations we have had from 
the East were very objectionable to 
the general rule, and if I had the power 
and this Council would follow me I 
would ask the Colonial Officer not to send 
any offi.1.:er from the East here, and when 
we get "misfits" here to give us the lib0rty 
to pay their passage, give them a bonus 
and �end them back to the East. We do 
not want them here. One of Your Excel­
lency's immediate predecessors told us on 
one occa8ion here that so-and-so was saici 
by the Secretary of State, and when he was 
tuld : " You mean to say he settled it and 
we cannot touch it when you bri11g it 
before us?" be said that was not correct 
the Sfcretary of State meant subject to 
the approval of the Legislative Council. 
But we are not always told that. vVhy ,ve 
are not given the opportunity as in Bar­
bados to say "we do uot want this thing 
and as the occasion arises we will act" ? 
I have no doubt that we were given here 
to understand that the Secretary of State 
did so-and-so and we must fall in line and 
say so, I remember there was a time when 
Goverment Officers were given leave and 
those, who wanted more than three months, 
roust go out of the Colony, but I cannot 
re mew ber 'that their passages were paid. 
vVhy must we p;iy the passages of people 
who are going on holiday? 
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Trrn COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
rise to a point of order! It is not a case 
of paying the pas,ages of officers going on 
holidi1y hut of paying a proportion of the 
cost of the passage of an officer transfene,1, 
who in the course of his journey necess­
arily has to touch the United Kingdom 
and whilst there opportunity is taken to 
have sach leave as lhere is to his cre<lit. 
This Colony has not acccptPd the prin­
ciple of payi11g the pass,1ges of officers on 
leave. It did at one time, but that does 
not exist now. At that time all ranks of 
Government Officers got; their passages 
paid. I would like to make that distinc­
tion. This Colony does not now pay the 
passages of Government Officer:; on leave. 

Ti:rn: CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
does not quite unrlerstancl. In rrgard to 
leave it is just the rever8e to what he 
thinks. ·what the hon. Colonial Secretary 
said i� tliiti; if an officer is removed from 
he,·e and sP.ut to Nigeria and he goes to the 
United Kingdom for" holiday before guing 
on to Nigeria, this Colony, as it does uot 
gra,·t pass,igei to officers on leave, will not 
pay t�s much as the one that does. lt is 
when an officer is gning straight from one 
Col1111y to another that the transferri11g 
Colony will pr1,y a proportion of the cost 
of the pnss»ge. 'l'he,e is no qne,Lion now 
of paying passages fol' officers going away 
on leave. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I quite understand 
that, but we do not seem to see the same 
thing. A man goiug to Nigeria goes to 
England for two months before pL'oceedini 
on to that Cn)ony, and this Colony pays 
his passage to England. I strongly pro­
test against the continuation of the policy 
of bring;ng ollicers from Nigeria :ind :1I1y­
where else i11 Africa. They are "mi�fits" 
and will continue to he so. Government 
does n,,t lrnow what " birds of passage" 
and at some times "Lil'ds of prey " we gHt 
hero, present company of course excepted. 

l\fr. DE AGUIAR: The hon. Colonial 
Sllcretary sbted more than once that he 
was very glad for the opportunity to 
inform this Council of the decision that 
was arrived at by the Colouial Otlice in 
reg,.rd to this. J rnther expecttcl to hear 
him s:ry also that he was very grateful for 
th,-, opvort·une moment afforded l1im, 
\,. cau�c immediately f,,Jlowe<l the l ion. 
Cu uui,d TtTasurer, who told us iu a few 

words ho,v well ofl we were and there­
fore we should be generous in the way of 
gr::1.nting passage� to public officers. What 
I am concerned about is this : Whether 
01· uot this Colony will face greater 
liability in the future as a result of tbat 
decision? I am not prepared to express 
nny opinion at the moment, but what is 
quite obvious is that the hon. Colonial 
Secretary has put up quite a few prnposi­
tions as coming from Nigeria. Perhaps, 
he coul<l h:ive gone farther afield a,nd given 
us the case of an officer trnnsfen-ed to the 
Pacific, but he might be faced with a 
problem there. I do not know why he did 
not go as far as that. Perhaps, he had 
good reasons. 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
used Nigeria not for any specific purpose 
hut because of a fair example. I could have 
gone farther afield but in presenting the 
case on behalf of thi� Colony I wished to 
use a fair exawple. If we go further afield 
the benefit to the Colony under the new 
regulations becomes greater. 

ML". Di,; AGUIAR: I hear so much 
about the benefit to the Colony being 
better. 

THE CHAIRMAN: ·what he means is, 
we will pay less if an officer is transferred 
from Fiji. I mention Fiji because I 
succeeded an officer in Barbados who was 
transferred from Fiji, aud I know how 
many hundreds of pounds (sterling) it cost. 
In the case of an officer transferred from 
Fiji to British Guiana with leave to his 
credit and stopping at the United Kingdom, 
this Colony will not pay so much towards 
his passage. That is what is meant by 
siiyi.ng that it will he of benefit to the 
Colony, as we will pay less. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I hear so much 
about paying less. Somebody has to pay, 
though it may be less, when an officer from 
Fiji or the Pacific is coming here and 
stops at the United Kingdom to spend his 
leave. The position may be the other way 
about. vVe may have to send an officer 
them and in that case we will have to pay. 
The point I am making is tha.t some 
Colony has got to pay, because the passage 
of the ollicer is being pitid wherevet· be is 
comiug from. V•le may gain in one in­
stance, but we have to pay. vVhat I am 
complaining about is this. Perhaps the 
hon. Colonial Secretary did not state it. I 
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would like to know whether this Colony 
was consulted on the quespion of the 
change of the!e Regulations, because I 
have no knowledge of that having been done. 
I am more concerned about these changes 
taking place without this Colony being 
consulted, either the Government or 
the Legislature. Any decision involving 
transactions of a financial nature, this 
Legislature must first be consulted, Secre­
tary of State or no Secretary of State, and 
I am opposing this vote on the principle 
that I have no knowledge that this change 
was put forward to this Council before it 
was adopted, in the same way that I have 
always taken up the attitude when speak­
ing ou Supplementary Estimates that 
money is spent without authority from 
this Council. I am quite prepared to con­
cede that in some instances it is practic­
ally impossible to obtain consent in the 
first instance, but I do not like any new 
item appearing unl, ss this Council had the 
opportunity before of going into the 
matter . 

I do not want to raise the question of 
liability again, bnt with all due respect to 
the opinion expressfld by the hon. Colonial 
Secretary I know the time is going to 
come The few i11sl ances that have occurred 
so far put us on the right side of the 
account but that is not in my opinion 
the correct view that should be taken of 
this decision. Whethet· or not this Colony 
is going to be on the right or wrong side, 
I still maintain these regulations should 
not be adopted unless tl,is Council was 
first consulted. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would like to answer the hon. Member 
for Central :::Jemerarn, (Mr. De Aguiar) on 
Lhe question of prior approval by this 
Council. I thought I made it clear that 
this appears to be the first opportunity 
that has arisen for making the Counc, 1 
fully informed of the purport of these 
regulations. The regulations were sent out 
to this Government and were accepted in 
principle, and on the first opportunity a 
copy was laid before the Council, but as I 
said the Council wa.s uot then fully apprised 
of the purport of the regulations. It is not 
intend,·d evE'n uow that the Colony should 
be forced to accept this liability, if it is 
the wish of the Council that it should not 
be accepted, though it is Government's 
recommendation. It would, however, be in 

the interest of the Col<,ny and of the 
Colonial Service geuerally that these 
regulations be accepted. No opportunity 
had previously arisen prior to the cases of 
these three particular officers, aud as the 
cases of these officers fall within these 
regulations they were considered accord­
ingly, and the Council is now being made 
aware on the first suitable opportunity of 
what the regulations mean and what the 
Council in passing the Supplementary 
Estimates will be accepting. 

Mt·. ELEAZAR: Has this money been 
paid already? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : In 
this case, yes, because the regulations had 
been accepted by Government. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I cannot say why 
they were not put before the Council 
sooner. It may have been auticipated 
when the regulatious were laid that 
shortly after that a case would have 
occurred and th�n the vote would have 
come before the Council and ar: opportunity 
given t, Members to express views thereon, 
as had been d<.:ne before. Four years 
have passed before the first cas,� has come 
to the Council, but the regulations were 
laid in 1937. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: That is my com­
plaint. It is not sul:licient to say the 
regulations were laid some ti me in 1937 
and that is a good reason for their adop­
tion. Members of this Council bad no 
opportunity of criticizing them. Is their 
submission as lays by Government the ouly 
form'? 

TH1-: CHAlR.M:AN: The very fact 
that the hon. Colonial Secretary in 
refel'ring to these items took the oppor­
tunity of explaiuing the regulai,ions shows 
that Government does not regard the Ia.y­
ing of the re.:ulations before Council as 
sufilcient. Government has ta.ken this 
opportuuity to bring the regulations 
to the notice of the Council, but why it 
was not done before in some other form 
I do not know. These are the fit·st passages 
to 1:,e paid undet· the new regulations. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It would have been 
different if this Council had been 
approached on the ground that these 
regulations had been agreed on by the 
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Secreta.ry of State nnd laid over by the 
local Government in this Council, and this 
is something we would have to do as it is 
something we have really accepted. But 
this Council has not accepted these 
regulations. When it comes to matters 
of a financial character in which this 
Council is interested, I bave already 
advised this Government that evat'y 
opportunity should be afforded Members 
to express their views thereon before 
coming to the Council for approval of the 
expenditure. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : It appears that 
the money was paid on the understanding 
that Government can pass it through the 
Council with its maj!lrity. What would 
be the position if Government thought it 
advisable OL' could be persuaded to throw 
the debate to open voting? U nfortu­
nately there are few Elected Members 
present. I agree with the hon. Member 
for Centr:i.l Demerara that this money has 
been paid and all we have been asked here 
to do is to give formal sanction to it. It 
is useless at the present moment opposing 
it, but it does call for some strong 
criticism on the part of Government's 
11,ction. 

Mr. JACOB: I have been listening 
attentively to all that has been said. vVe 
have been talking nearly an hout· and 
Your Excellency has been repeating that 
this is the first opportunity tl1at has 
presented itself to put this matter before 
the Council. Your Excellency has been 
serving in Barbados. I think there is a 
principle there of the House of Assembly, 
which is appropriiite to this Council, 
meeting every fortnight, and I think that 
same principle is to be found in several 
of the Crown Colonies. Why is this 
Council not called more reguiarly ? I do 
not know that any Elected Member 
of this Council knows. I do not accept 
the explanation that this is the only oppor­
tuuity Gornrnment had. I am inclined 
to think that opinions expre�sed here 
are not even considered. Government had 
every opportunity to do so, I was look­
ing at the debates for this year and com­
paring them with those of last year this 
year's volume i.s about half the size of 
the previous year's. Why that is so, I do 
not know. Maybe it is economy in 
another way, I do not know. So far as I 
am concerned, having accepted member-

ship here I am prepared to come here as 
often as possible, and it is time that 
Government realize that the assistance of 
Elected .Members is abwlutely essential 
for the progress of this country. I do not 
accept the explanation that this is the 
first available opportunity Government 
had of bringing this matter forward, when 
the expenditure bad been incurre'ct since 
last year and the year before. I feel this 
Council should be treated with a little 
more cout·tcsy. No useful purpose,' liuw­
ever, will be set·ved in objecting to tho 
vote. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. 
Member will pass this vo I e. Tt is rather 
ditlicult at this late date to deal with the 
question. If the Elected Members are all 
opposed to it I would ask them to pass it 
on this occasion on the promi�e that their 
representations wil1 be forwarded to the 
Sec:retary of State, if it is the unani­
mou,; feeling of the 1£1ected Members that 
an item of t-his sort should not be passed. 

iVIr. DE AGUIAR: I wou!tl make a 
similar request but in ii slightly different 
way. I suggest that wo pass the item as 
it stands, as the money bas bec•n already 
paid, pending a review of the general ques­
tion of pas�ages of of:licers. ·J'l,e views of 
the Council expressed today may be com­
munimited to the Secretary of State, and 
we may intimate to the Secretary of State 
that we have no intentiou at present to 
take part in these new regulations they 
h,ive put forward. I do not think the 
matter should stop there. We may find 
we are creating an injustice and that is 
why I suggest the whole thing should be 
reviewed i11 that light. 

Tai,: CHAIRMA�: I was hoping when 
the hon. Member for vVestern Essequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wight) fiaid that we are not in 
a position to say whether it will cost 
more or less, that he would have said 
further that these regulations have been 
in force for four years and we have been 
able to judge their effect only for a limited 
period, whereas if we try them out for 
another two or three years we should be in 
a bettet· position to present a case to 
Government. I would rnther boo. Members 
consider trying out the regulations for a 
further period of a year or two an<l seeing 
what the financial results will be. 
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Mr. ELEAZAR: The money has been
already spent and we must consent to it,

; : but we must make it clear that we are not 
acceptiag the regulations at all. We put 
ourselves in the same position as Barbados 
and will deal with the cases as they occur. 
To get Government out of an invidious 
position we agree to the vote. 

THE CHAIRMAN': It is not within my 
power to amend the regulations. I will 
forward the debate tr> the Colonial Office 
but I cannot give an undertaking aow that 
the regulations will no longer apply to 
this Government. This Government h:i,s in 
the past informed the Secretary of State 
that they have been adopted, and f am not 
in a position to say if that decision can be 
varied. 

Mt·. De AGUIAR : In addition to for­
warding the debat .. , thet·e is one spe:cific 
request I would like you to make-if 
Government has previously co111mitted 
itself then put ir. as a request from the 
LP.gislative Council-that this Culony no 
longer wishes to continue under these regu­
latious. It seems that the Executive 
Government has more or less made a 
promise in the matter . 

THE CHAlRMAN: The Council has 
only heard the views of four Elected 
Members on the subject, and I cannot say 
that it is the wish of the Council. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not know iE 
you would lil.:e to take a vote on the 
request. 

THE CHAIRMAN : What is before the 
Council now is the item. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I have no desire to 
embarrass Government, but if the vote is 
negatived by the Council and it would assist 
you in the request I make, then we might 
do so. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You may assist me 
in the way it is put before the Secretary 
(,f State; that is the only assistance I need. 
I do not w:.mt the hon. Member to think 
I am aslciug him to revise the Lt'ave and 
Passage Regulations. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It is certainly my 
wish and that of each Membe1· who has 
just spoken. It is a request going forward 

that this Colony no longer wants to take

part in those regulations. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I may remind the 
hon. Member that the Secretary of State 
pointed out, when representations were 
made, that the scheme wns devised in the 
interests of the Colonial Governments 
generally and he found it very difficult to 
withdraw thai scheme from this Colony 
so shortly after intrnducing it. Be made 
the suggestion that we try it out a little 
longer as we had not had an opportunity 
of testing it. I would ask lion. Members 
to consider trying out the regulations 
for a further period. We ma,y find the 
results to be the reverae of what is 
anticipated. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: What I am afraid 
of is this: This is the only apportunity 
we have to let the Secretary of State know 
that we have no desire to acquiesce to the 
regulations. Unless the Secretary of State 
is communicated with at once he may 
come back. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am not sure that 
the hon. Member is not in the minority 
among those who have spoken. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am going to for­
mally move that the item be deleted. 

Mr, C. V. WIGHT : I second it. 

'fHE CHAIRMAN: That is a negative 
motion. The procedure is to vote against 
it. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am quite prepared 
to do that, so long as there is opposition 
for this Government to convey to the 
Secretary of State. 

The CHAIRMAN : Perhaps the hon. 
Member may move the suspension of the 
Standing Rules and Orders so as to be 
able to move a motion to that effect. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I rathe1· think this 
m:1tter can be got over by suggesting to 
the Secretary of ::itate that the I egislative 
Council desires to review the whole situa­
tion in respect of the passages of Govern­
ment Oilicers on transfer from this Colony 
and vice versa. As far as I know of this 
matter, I think it is still undel' consider­
tion by Government. A final decision has 
not yet been given. All these costs have 
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been pa.id because no final decision has as 
yet been come to. Until the matter is 
debated, I think, the Legislative Council 
may pass these items and at a later date 
debate the question as to whether the pas­
sages of officers transferred to the Colony 
should be paid on the lines as set out in 
the regulations. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: I think I am right 
in saying that thP. hon. Membel' for 
Central Demerara ,vill be no better off. 
The regulations came before the Council 
in 1937 when they were laid and any 
Member has the right to move a 
motion in respect of that lay. It has 
been brought to his notice now, if he did 
not realize before that the regulations had 
been laid and adopted. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The request I make 
is that pending a later revision of the 
payment of passages the Secretary of State 
be informed that iu the meantime this 
Colony through the Legislative Coun­
cil no longer desires to join that scheme 
that was put forward. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The majority of 
the Council have not yet expressed that 
view. I have only heard t.he views of four 
Members. If a motion is brought forward 
it would be debated and Govemment would 
have some idea of the feelings of the 
Council in the matter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : The question is that 
these regulations have never been adopted 
by this Council, and to say you are taking 
it now is begging the quesLiou. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : Colonial Regula­
tions do not come before the Council to 
be approved, but the effect of the regula­
tions cnn be dealt with by tbe Council. 
The effect is to cause expenditure and 
that is the form iu which they are co1>si­
dered. This Council cannot brush ,iside 
the Colonial Regulations but the desired 
effect can be attained by refusing to vote 
the money required. I aw suggesting that 
if a motion is moved and it is intimated 
that it is tbe wish tl1at tbese pass�ges be 
not paid, that would be the best way 
to bring it before the Government. 
It is not a question of refusing to pa,ss the 
regulations. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: If we vote on this 

particular item, we do not want to be told 
that we are estopped from raising the 
point because we have already agreed to 
these passages ha.ving been paid, having 
passed the items as they are. I do not 
think, however, it is necessary to have 
much debate on it. If, as I suggested, the 
motion can be shortly disposed of and 
a vote taken on it, then we can go right 
ahead with the items. 

Mr. JACOB: I canuot agree with the 
remarks of the last speaker. The Council 
hits a l'ight to vote to-day and not with­
hold its vote to to-morrow. I think the 
suggestion made by Your Excellency is 
1he best one, and also that made by Mr. 
Austin. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It seems to me that 
for the last hour and a half I have been 
listening to tt discussion which reminds 
me of having a funeral service before there 
is a corpse. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I wanted to give 
hon. �embers an opportunity of express­
ing their view�. It is unfortunate that this 
lapse of time has occurred. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : The first. item here 
deals with the case of Mi·. Gillespie ; he 
was Agricultural Supel'intenclent and was 
transferred to another Colony. But am I 
right in saying that he wa� succeeded by 
l\l r. Bell who came from Palestine and 
his passage was paid on the basis of these 
regulations ? The opportunity had occur­
rcd to endorse the basis on which it was 
paid. 

Tm] CRAIRMAN: Mr. Bell came hero 
in 1939 and these regulations have been in 
force since 1937. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Hon. Membei·� 
have been referring to the th,ee items that 
can be classified together. Mr Howieson 
was seconded to this Colony for a specific 
time-

•rnE CvLONIAL SECRETARY: To a
point uf c,,rrectioo I vVe al'e not dealing 
with Mr. Howieson's case. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Mr. Howiesou's 
case is not one of the three. The second 
is Mr. Reilly's oa page 2 and the third 
Mr. Hodgson's on page 3, 



�53 Estimat�s, 1940 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, -Education 654

Mr. WOOLFORD : Members have beeu 
referring to the three items on the first 
pa-ge. Whether I am mistaken or not, I 
have risen to find out if it is the iotenti:rn 
of the Elected Section that when a vacancy 
occurs in this Colony the cost of the pas­
�age of an office1· filling that vacancy i8 not 
to be borne by Government. Whilst this 
matte1· is under discussion I presume it is 
not the intention of hon. Members to say 
that the cost of the passage of an officer 
leaving this Colony and iioing to Nigeria 
or Fiji i� not to be paid. The only point 
of difference is what is the proper propor­
tion to go on. These regulations have 
been adopted with the view of being of 
benefit to the Colony in the near future, 
but they may pro'l'e not to be of benefit 
to the Colony in which case I sug­
gest that this proposed motion be 
borne in mind and at the particular 
opportunity brought into effect. At the 
moment I cannot see how any Member 
can say definitely they will be either of 
advantage or of no advantage to the 
Colony. It is very embarras�ing to hon. 
Members like myself to vote one way or 
another. Wlmt the hon. Member, who 
moved the motion, can do, is when the 
vote is under discussion, as this is a specific 
vote, to vote against it, but he cannot 
disturb the general effect of the adoption 
of the regulations. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not think the 
hon. Member was in his seat when I was 
speaking. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I was present and 
was not sleeping. I heard every word. I 
hope be was not speculating as to whether 
I was pa.ying attention or not. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: If be was, then 
probably he did not hear the various 
propositions put up by the hon. Colonial 
Secretary when he was dealing with the 
matter and even the one I was putting up 
as regards a transferee from the Pacific. 
I am not prepared to say whether the 
change in the regulations would be of benefit 
or not to the Colony. The point I wish to 
stress is that the adoption of this change 
was without consultation of the Legisla­
tive Council, which is the authority on all 
financial matters. I do not want it to 
appear that I am oppose<l to the item. 
I am in favour of it, and that is why I ask 
for no division. I was only speakiug 

against the principle. I can see the 
difficulty in approaching the matter, as 
Your Excellency suggests that it may be 
remedied in the form of a motion, but I 
do ask that in the meantime the debate 
be sent on to the Secretary of State. The 
motion may not be put. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I certainly give the 
assurance that the debate will be sent on 
as �oon as I get the Hamar<l report. I 
would, however, like the hon. Member to 
understand that if an appointment is made 
between now aud the time the despatch is 
received by the Secretary of State he 
should nnt feel thar, I have broken my 
word. I am very glad to hear that he 
does not propose to oppose the item. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I understand the hon. 
Coloniai Secretary to say that Barbados 
had not approved of the regulations and so 
is out of the scheme. If we vote the 
money now, does it not show we have 
adopted the regulations ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not know in 
what, form the matter came before the 
Legislature there, but this is the first 
occasion it ha� been debated here and the 
ho11. Member for Central Demerara has 
said be will deal with the ma.tter in a diff­
erent way. vVe can now dispose of the 
item. The hon. Member for Berbice River 
will have another opportunity of expres­
sing his views when a motion is before 
the Council. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Then this Council is 
not doing a11ything I 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I promise the hon. 
Member that he will have the opportunity 
of seconding that motion. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

EDUCATION, 

Item 10-Grnnts to Schools, $5,203.68. 

Mr. JACOB: I have always wanted an 
opportunity to say certain things in regard 
to Seco11dary Education generally, and I 
am glad for this opportunity to say briefly 
what I wi�h to say. I made the point some 
time ago that t-here are at least 30 per cent. 
of the children of school-going age who 
are not going to school. Some other par­
ties said h ,ras about 40 per <.:ent. f was 
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happy to find in Legislative Council Ses­
sional Paper No. 8 of 1941-a despatch 
from the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in the West Indies to His 
Excellency the Governor forwarding a note 
by the Medical Adviser to Sir Frank 
Stockdale on Public Health in British 
Guiana-the following (paragraph 19, page 
9): 

School Medical Service -There are some 240 
schools in British Guiana and about 80,000 
children of school age, of whom nearly 55,000 
are on the school rolls. 

That gives me the figure of 25,000 
children of school-going age who are not 
in the schools. I do not know if the 
Medical Expert Adviser to Government 
would bP, able to enlighten me as to what 
percentage of the population would be 
children of school-going age. It seems, 
taking the population as 340,000, that 
50,000 children of school-going age gives 
us 23 per cent. of the population. I do 
not, know if statistics are available to show 
the exact number not in school. I think 
it is very desirable particular! y in this 
community where lack of education and 
lack of culturn and refinemPnt are as they 
are. I think that serious attempts should 
be made to find accommodation fo1· those 
children in the schools. I do not think 
the cost would be so prohibitive, I do 
not think it is beyond the capacity of 
Government to do that. If the assistance 
of recognised bodies were not rejected 
when offered-I am certain there is a feel­
ing among a large percentage of the com­
munity that their assistance is not 
required-there would be necessity for 
suggestions to be made for improving the 
general education of the Colony. It will 
now be admitted that at least 30 per 
cent. of the children of school-going age 
are not in the schools. The East Indian 
Association has calculated that at least 
40 per cent. of the East Indian children 
are not attending school. This is a very 
serious problem and one that requires 
urgent attention, 

lf one compares the expenditure on 
Education with the expenditure on Police 
and looks through the Supplementary 
Estimates, one would be alarmed to see 
the amount that is spent on Police on the 
one band and that on Education 11n the 
other hand. I do hope Government woulJ 
realize that if you educate the people they 

would become so law-abiding that there 
would be very little expenditure on Police 
work generally. but it does appear to me 
that is not recognized and appreciated by 
this Government. I maintain that apart 
from the number of children of school-going 
age who are not in the schools, there are 
large numbers of people between the ages of 
20 and 40 who are illiterate. I am going to 
�uggest that something should be done £or 
them. At the moment it may not be pos­
sible to d'l anything for them, but I do 
suggest tbnt that aspect of the question be 
very seriously aud carefully considered. 

I have been writing Govarnruent on this 
matter since April last year, and I have 
written no leES than one dozen letters to the 
Director of Education, copies of which were

forwarded to the hon. Colooial Secretary. 
I sent ii two page letter on the 11th April, 
1940, anci a four pnge lette1· on the 
4th February this yea1·, both closely tyJJed. 
I Lave tried to bring arguments to bear to 
convince Government that something 
should be done, and I have had little or no 
encouragement. In fact I was greatly dis­
couraged and also those who tried to assist 
me. I do not know if that statement is 
going to be contested by Governmeut or by 
the hon. Director of Education. I have 
been testing the feelings of a large number of 
people and they feel that Government is not 
inclined to encourage education n mong these 
people e�peoially when it is known that 
constructive suggestions have been refused 
by Goverwvent. We have taken this 
matter up through vari(JUS me;ins. When 
Mr. George Hall was here last month the 
matter was referred to him too, and while 
we have His Majesty's Attorney­
General here agreeing with certain rulings 
bv the Director of Educ11tion, we have 
s�met,hing else that shows that even if 
those rulings can be said to be legally 
right the effect creates au interesting state 
of affairs. I am not concerned with what 
the ruling of the law is on the point ; I a,m 
concerned with the actual state of affairs, 
and if it is the intention of Government 
to libel certain people in this community 
and to continue Io keep that libel on and 
not receive recommendations for improve­
ment, then there is something wrong. 

I have seen in the reports of the 
Di,ector of Education fo1· l!:137 and 1938 
Lhe following statement ,Lppearing :-
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It has always to be remembered that of the 
pupils enrolled 39 per cent. are the descendants 
of East Indian immigrants among whom there 
is not yet a. settled tradition in regard to 
school attendance. 

Whoever could have started that libel 
on the East Indhin community? If a 
member of Government is l'esponsible and 
Government is continuing to repeat that 
libel then I shall have to Jo .. k furthel' for 
the cause. Is Government going to say 
that as late as 1938 there was not yet a 
settled tradition among the East Indian 
people as regards sending their girl chil­
dren to school? I have had occasion to 
speak here very strongly on indictments 
made on the East Indian community from 
time to time, and I do strongly object 
to any member of Government libelling 
these people. 

THE CHAIR::\'IAIN : I do not think it 
is a libel, but a view expressed by the 
Head of a Department in his report. 

Mr. JACOB: This fact must be appre­
ciated, and I do not think it is appreciated 
up to now by the LDajority of Government 
Officers, that they are �ervauts of the 
public, servants of the people. 

THE CHAIR:\1AN : I think Public 
Officers regard themselves as Government 
Set·vants. 

Mr. JACOB: And I think Government 
regard itself as something apart from the 
people. It has got to be :tppreciated that 
if all the people of this Colony go away 
there would be no room for any Govern­
ment Officer. It has got to be appreciated 
tha.t as l••ng as there are people in the 
Colony there will be Government Officers 
to look af1er their best interests. I do 
hope that aspect of the matLer would be 
appreciated by every Civil Servant in this 
Colony, and if that is done this country 
would progress and that rnpidly. Here 
we have the people in this Colony anxious 
to get all the educ.;ation they can and 
org ,nised bodies, even the Church, are 
anxious to assist but to no account. I 
have known a case where the Church ap­
pointed a qualified master as Read Teache1· 
of a school and the Director of Education 
said he would accept that teacher as an 
Assistant and not as a Head Teacher. 
After the Governing Boclies of Schools 
np_point teachers no Dir�qto.r of Education, 

according to the Code, has a right to over­
ride that decision. I think the Director 
of Education in this instance exceeded his 
authority to a very large extent, Let us 
say the Law gives him that power, what 
is Government going to do, allow that 
state of things to continue? I think that 
with the assistance of recognized organisa­
tions the expenditure on Education will 
not be so great. I do urge that this 
Government tackle this problem and that 
quickly. 

Long before 1930 I began to put my 
views to Government. I have visited 
areas in Berbice, where Government has 
been compelled to appoint an additional 
:v.lagistrate and erect an additional 
Police 8tation, and have found in a small 
settlement with 200 children of school­
going age that 60 of them are not going to 
school. When it was brought to the 
notice of the Education Department 
that those 60 children have been going to 
a school the head teacher of which is not 
qualified the Department said that such is 
a private school and they have nothing to 
do with it. But the people are contribut­
ing to the taxes. I foun� the father of a 
family, aged 40, illiterate, the mother, aged 
36, illiterate and their children illiterate. 
Those children who have been going to 
school for five years are not even in the 
second standard. Not only the t<:ducation 
Department but the Education Committee 
tori is responsible. The hon. Member on 
my lPft (i\lr. Jackson) is on that Com• 
mittee. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: And so am I. 

Mr. JACOB: Three hon. Members of 
this Council are members of that Com­
mittee and what repre8eotation have they 
made? Have they come to tbis Council 
and protested against the manner in which 
Government is acting? Because they want 
to hold on to their sea.ts on that Commit­
tee they will not say anything about 
Government's inaction. I would definitely 
refuse to be a member of a Committee or 
to sit on it if constructive suggestions 
are put there and they are not looked into. 
But we have this sort of thing going on 
for nearly a century. I would be 
surprised after I have taken my seat if I 
am 11ot torn to pieces for bringing forward 
t-his matter. I a.m expecting it, but so
long as l qo my duty �o Pp.e <;OnJ.mtJnity
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it does not matter whether I receive the 
support of a single Member of this Council 
or not. If this Council adopts a different 
attitude progress would be recorded. 
This Council is responsible to a large 
extent if proper education focilities are 
not provided. This Council has neve1· 
done its duty to the people of the Colouy. 
I am looking forw;,rd 10 the day when the 
wholtJ thing will go and something else 
take its place. If the majority of hon. 
Members of this Council continue with 
their present t1ttitude I shall refuse to be 
associated with them. I do deprecate 
the attitude adapted by the majority of 
Members. Three-fourths of the hon. 
Members of this Council are taking 
absolutely no interest in the welfare of the 
people. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL : To a 
point of order ! The hon. �r ember has no 
right to be rude to Members of Council 
even in this Chamber, and to suggest tlrnt 
three-fourths of them have not perforrued 
their duty is a gross abuse which shoulu 
not be permitted. He should not be 
permitted to be rude to Members of the 
Council even in this Chamber. 

Mr. JACOB : I do not know if that 
opinion is correct. I do not know tl1at as 
a Memher of the Council I can be rude 
to other Members of Council. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess until :l p.m. 

2 p.m.-

The Council resumed and resolved itself 
into Committee to resume consideration 
of t,be Final Statement of Supplementary 
Expenditul'e for the year 1940. 

Mr. JACOB, (resuming): When the 
Coun1:.il adjourned I was endeavouring to 
explain that the m,ijority 0l' three-fou1·ths 
of the Members of this Council, including 
the Elected Membel's, have not disclml'gecl 
their duty to the people of the Colony. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : I will remind the 
hon. Member that Members nf this Coun­
cil tire en titled to claim courteous tl'eat­
ment in debate. 'l'o make a statement of 
that sort cannot be regarded a� treating 
Members of the Council with the c;:ourtesy 
t,9 w)1ich thtil are eµ.tit)ed. 

Mr. JACOB : I find it difficult to hear 
you, sir, a.t this encl of the table. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I said tht�t Mem­
bers of this Council are entitleJ to cour­
teous treatment iu debate. To make a 
statement such as thfl hon. Member has 
made is not treatiug Members of the 
Couneil with the coul'tesy to which they 
are entitled. '

Mr. JACOB: I agree with you, sir, that 
it is well to be courteous to everyone. but 
I am stating a fact; I am pL'cpared to 
substanti1Lte it. I am stating that th,Lt is 
the iwprcssion I have formed. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : That is quite a 
diffcl'ent matter. 'l'he hon . .IY!o111bel' may 
have formed that impression but he c,innot 
take advantage of bis seat in this Council 
to be discourteous to Members. I must 
ask tho hon. Member to keep to the item 
befol'e the Committee. 

Mr. JACOB : This is the point I am 
making. I have travelled throughout tho 
Colony during the last few months and 
Your Excellency is aware of that fact. 
The hon. Member for Essequebo Rivel' 
(Mr. Lee) a.nd I have discussed the con­
stitutional issue and conditions in the 
Colony generally from one end of tho 
countl'y to anothel', and we have held at 
least :J5 public meetings which wel'e lu.rgcly 
attended and at which cel't,Lin resolutions 
were passed. I cln.im :ind submit with all 
respect to every other Member that while 
their feelings io:i.y be wounded by what I 
am saying, I have a constitutional right-

THR CHAIRMAN: What has that got 
to do with the questiou of increasiug the 
vote under Head VII A--Eclucation­
Grant to schools? 

Mr. JACOB: I am going to nppeal to 
this Council, whether it is at;cepted "r not, 
thiit votes of this kind should be iucn!nsed. 
I have bceu miiking that appeal contin­
uously. That i� the object of my speaking 
in this strain, ,,nd I a.111 saying that it is 
my privilege to be able to express the 
views of the people whom I l'epreseut in 
this Council. Whether those people's 
views Me in conflict with those of my 
brother Elected Members and the ollicers 
of Governmeut is absolutely 110 concern 
of mine. I am here to disclrnr�e the duty 
imposed upon me hy the privileges of this 
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Counci1, and I maintain that I am within 
my l'ight in expressing the views of my 
constituents and the inhabitants oE the 
Colony Ill this Legi8lative Council. They 
may not be very courteously e1pressed-I 
am not going to quibble about that; Wfl 

may have difference� of opinion as regards 
the manner of expt'ession-but I maintain 
tit at if any hon, Member is sati�fied t.l-ntt 
the education0,l facilities offered here are 
good I .disagree with him 100 per cent. I 
,tm contending tlut they are far from 
satisfa<:t ory, and I am submitting further 
that if they tLre improved we will have a 
be1 ter country ,.ncJ will spe�d less money 
on police stations a,nd othel' services 
unessential to the good government of 
any colon)7. That is the object of my 
speech here to-day, and while I am not 
out to court displeasure-His Majesty's 
Attorney-General said I was rude but 
I do not wish to be rude to anyone; 
I am the humblest individual in the 
country; I speak to the humblest man 
and I hope I may speak to the highest. 
We meet on equal terms ; there is no 
superior individual. vVe have to respeet 
the Chair ,ind the Chair alone. If the 
Chair r1lles me out of order I will sit 
down, but I am not going to accept that 
from any single individual. 

Tau: CHAIRMAN: There is one point 
I wish to refer to lLDd that is with regard 
to accommodation. The hon. .:\'Iember 
said he hoped Government would soon 
come f.,rward with a vote to increase the 
accommodation in the schools. I would 
like to take this opportunity to inform 
the Council that the question uf accom. 
modation is being investigated now, that 
is to say additional accommodation 
required, and what it would cost to pro­
vide it. Estimates are being prepared and 
the matter is being pursued. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
poses as a champion of edq.cation in the 
Colony. My friends who, like myself, are 
members of the Education Committee, 
treated him wii;h the contempt which he 
deserved, but I am not of that tempera­
ment; I cannot stand it. vVho made tbe 
hon. Member the champion of education 
in this Colony? Good wanuers is the 
foundation of educittion, A man who 
has not good manners cannot claim to be 
an educated man. He comes here and 
attacks other Members. ·what is the mean-

ing of that? Where was the hon. Mem­
ber when other Members were advocating 
educational reform in this Colony? He 
was looking after rice and assisting to keep 
without education the very people whose 
cause he is now championing. 

]\Jr. JACOB: I strongly r,bject; I rise 
to a poini; of conection. My hon. friend 
is suggesting that I employed people on 
rice cultivation and kept them out of 
school. Is that what he is suggesting? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
said tlmt you may have been interested in 
rice at the time. That, I think, was his

remark. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not think he hon. 
Member is justifigd in making such a 
remark because, from the first clay I entered 
this Council, I have l,een t,ilking about 
education and the improvement of educa­
tion. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I do not think the 
hon. Member sl1ould object to tho remark 
because he has always been interested in 
rice. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: My friend must be 
able to take what he is always ready to 
give. 

Mr. JACOB: I object to these personal 
references. 

�fr. ELEAZAR: My friend gives blows 
and he roust take them. I am giving him 
a dose of his own medicine. 'l'he hon. 
Member was here when members of his 
race approached the Governor .. t the time 
and made a tremeudous row that East 
Indian girls should not be sent to school. 

Mr. JACOB : That is· distinctly untrue. 
I rise to a point of correction. 

l\lr. ELEAZAB: I state without fear 
of contradiction that the Swettenharn 
Circular was due to a request made by the 
East Indian community. The1·e is no 
qmistion about that. The Governor 
thought he was doing them a service be­
C!I.Use they asked for it but they rnme back 
a.nd began to complain. A tiger does not 
lose very much through marks on its body. 
These people are from the East. 'l'hey 
regard education as nothing, money �s 
everything, and they would work in the 
field for a. bitt rather than go to 
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,school, and they regard other colonists 
as fools because they wony about 
education. They are reaping what they 
have sown. We who thought educa­
tion was of value tried to get it for all and 
sundry. Those who thought it was of no 
value disregarded it. If they now complain 
of illiteracy it is what they have earned. 
My friend claims to have gone over the 
whole Colony and spoken to everybody. 
He sent a letter to my district saying that 
he had been invited there. He even sent 
one to me. I do not know by whom ho 
was invited but when I wrote the leading 
man in my district and 11sked him about it 
he sent a man from the Man Powet· Asso­
ciation--

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of cor­
rection. I am not connected with tl1e 
Man Power Association at all and I did not 
send to any member there. Mr. Conrad 
Semple and Mr. M calmn approached me 
and the hon. Member can approach them. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I would suggest to 
the hon. Member for Berbice Rivet· that 
he shorten his speech. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am glad to dtl that, 
sir, but the hon. Member cannot make 
statements which are unfounded and get 
away with them. It is unfounded to say 
that the people of my district invited him; 
he invited himself. 

Mr. JACOB; I rise to a point of cor­
rection. I can name the party who iavited 
Mr. Lee and myself. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have nothing more 
to say. My friend has got what he asked 
for. Whenever he opens his mouth he 
puts his foot into it. In my last breath 
I will make him understand that he is not 
the only pebble on the beach. 

Item put and agreed to. 

.Pt:BLIC WORKS-ANNUALLY RECURREN'l', 

Item 18-UnallocatedStores, $7,943.18. 

Mr. JACOB: Yesterday, while the 
debate was proceeding, one ot· two hon. 
Members interrupted and I do not think 
the debate ended in a very satisfacto1-y 
manner. I should like to refer to the 
Hansard report of the debate on the 11th 
December, 1940, at page �78, in which the 
President said :-

"If the hon. Member has any information in 
his possession I think it is his duty to place it 
at the disposal of Government. If it is put in 
my hands and it is sufficient to justify an 
investigation I would sec that a proper 
investigation is made." 

That followeci a lengthy debate in which 
I tried-I may not have been snccessful­
to point out certain irregularities �tnd 
over-payments in respech of public fuods. 
The hon. Membel' fol' Essrquebo River 
(Mt·. Lee) and I received several complaiots 
and severnl written requests that we should 
endeavour to cl1eck some of the irregulal'­
ities, and in view of His Excellency's 
promise I addressed " letter dated the 28th 
June to the Colonial Secretary, enclosing 
a letter dated the 24th January from a 
person residing at Plaisance village, com­
plaining of several irregularities and over­
payments in respect of public funds on 
the East Coast, iu the Plaisance-Beter­
verwagting area. I also enclosed a copy 
of another letter dated the 27th June 
from Golden Grove which reads as fol­
lows:-

THE HON. C.R. J.A.COB, 
Dear Sir, 

We have the honour to inform 
you that it was brought to our notice that in 
the work of clearing the sea channel at Golden 
Grove, under the supervision of Mr. Harrison, 
Overseer of the Drainage Board, names have 
been entered on the Payshcet when those 
persons did not work. We, therefore, ask you, 
most respectfully, to ask the proper person in 
authority to instruct the Paymaster not to pay 
out monies on an authorisation for the said 
clearing of the channel, on Monday the 30th 
inst., then it would be seen that monies would 
remain unclaimed. 

Thanking you in advance, 
Yours faith fully, 

Mr. C.V. WIGHT: }fay I ask, sil', what 
item we are ciiscussing at the present 
moment? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Head XXXVI, 
item 18. 

Mr. WIGHT: I drnw the Council's 
attention to Rule 30. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The hou. Member 
appears to me to be in order. We at·e 
dealing with the head, Public Works­
Annually Recurrent. 

Mr. WIGHT : IE the ruling of the Chait­
is to that effect then we can go into the 

•
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whole of the Public Works Department and 
irregula 1·ities. I submit to the ruling of 
the Chair but I wish to call the Council'� 
attention to that aspect. 

Mr. DIAS: May I ask the hon. Mem­
ber lo favour the Council with the name 
of the writer of th,tt lotter? 

lVfr. JACOB: I do uot wish to disclose 
the name publicly because of the possibility 
of victimization and what not, nut I am 
in possession of the original letter. 

THE CHAIRMAN : If I am correct I 
think this matter has not yet been finally 
settled. I am not quite sure because 
many cases have been brought to the 
notice of Government ·whether this par­
ticular one is one of them I cannot say. 
If it is I really do not see with what 
object the hon. l\Jember is raising the 
question now. 

Mr. JACOB: As I said at the begin­
ning, the debate yesterday did not end 
satiffacto1·ily, and one or two hon. Mem­
bers suggested that they knew absolutely 
nothing about these matters. I will just 
give one or two cases and I will show 
what is the result since the investigation 
began. I think the Council should be 
apprised , f these matters and I should 
be given every opportunity to ventilate 
them in this Chamber. 

The CHAIRMAN: Government still 
wants to get to the bottom of any irregu­
larities but I cannot see any advantage in 
ventilating those matters at this stage. 

Mr. J A.COB : So far as I am concerned 
the mattet' is at an end, but this letter-

M r. ELEAZAR: Is the hon. Member 
entitled to bring anonymous letters to this 
Counuil or to say he is withholding the 
names of the writers ? Is he in order ? I am 
not taking hiru at his word for anything, 
and if the name of the writer cannot be 
given the Council I cannot see how the 
letter can interest this Council. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN : The letter is not 
an,,nymous. If the name of the writer is 
revealed it may interfere with the investi• 
gation which is ptoceeding. 

M 1·. JACOB : That is correct, sir. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: is the hon. Member 

entitled to read ,t letter and not disclose 
the name? \Ve rlo noL know whether it 
is home-made or written at all. (laughter). 
I am 11ot prepared to bke the bou. l\-1 em­
ber at bis word for anything. 

Mr. JACOB: If my friend will give 
me an opportunity 1 will give a very 
satisfactory explanation. His Excellency, 
Sir ,Vilfricl Jackson saw the original 
letter·. 

.Mr. DIAS: First of all I do not think 
it is proper for any Member to read any 
document dealing with any subject except 
it is an authorized document. He cannot 
read letters or extracts from letters 
,tddressed to him. I will remind the 
Council that some time ago the hon. 
Colonial Treasurer was prevented from 
reading from the minutes of the Rice 
a1arketing Board on the hon. Member's 
objection. 

THE CHAIRMAN : He having made the 
request before the letter was read, in this 
case it has already been read. 

Mr. DIAS: I am submitting on a point 
of order that the hon. Member cannot read 
a portion of a letter ; he must read the 
whole lette1·, and if it has a name he must 
diselose it. That is ,t point of procedure. 

Mr. JACOB: I am amused really. Your 
Excellency is awanci of this letter; a signed 
copy is in the hands of the Colonial Secre­
tary-in fact the full correspondence. I 
am just reading a portion of it. I stated 
that I wrote a letter to the Colonial Secre­
tary dated the 28th June with certain 
enclosures, and I read part of a letter 
which was enclosed. All the correspon­
dence is in Government's hands. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The letter can only 
be read with the permission of the Chair, 
and if you want, my permission to read it 
I will give it on the one condition that the 
whole of the letter be read and the name 
of the person who wrote it. 

Mr. JACOB: If Your Excellency rules 
that I should tead the whole letter as sub­
mitted to the Colonial Secretary this is 
the letter. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: And 
the name too. 
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Mr. JACOB: The name was not sub­
mitted to the Colonial Secretary. 

1'rrE CHAIRMAN: I£ tho lotter is 
read to the Council I will require that the 
name of the writer be rearl as well. 

Mr. J)i, AGUT AR: l Lakn it tliat the 
main ob:jcct of l,he lion. �Ic1obc1·'s obser­
v11tio11� is Lo iuforrn Lhc Coun1;il of wli1Lt is 
going ou in tl1c Public \Vorks Department. 
Personally I woulcl be very little informert 
unless the hon. �£ember gives me the full 
infornmtion. I must know the full facts. 

Mr. JACOB: I think I will give you 
the facts. 

Tm; CHA lRiHAN : Do vou intenrl to 
give the nn,me? 

Mr. JACOB: �fo-, I ,mbmittecl to you 
as Colonir,l �ecrcta1·y n copy of a letter 
which di<l not lrnve the name of the 
writer. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : 1 wish to ask the 
hon. Member a question. Is he prep,1red 
to give the name afte1· reading the letter ? 

Mr. JACOB: The m1me is not on the 
letter .. ,,

TnE CHA 1RMAN : 
letter cannot be rea.d. 

An ,monymous 

Mr. JACOB: It is not anonymous. 
Tf I am given a.n opportunity I will explain 
that by reading my letter fot·warding cer­
tain enclosures. The la.st paragrnph of my 
letter reads as follows-

THr: CHAil{MAN: I am not going to 
permit any portion of th1Lt letter to he 
read unless the whole letter is read and the 
m1me of the writer is given. 

M l'. JACOB: 1 am going to relLd my 
letter to the Colonial Secr·etary. It is a 
very lengthy letter and I will only read a 
portion of it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Council wants 
to hear the whole letter, not a part of it. 

Mr. JACOB: 
the 28th June. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

I will read my letter of 
It states:-

Sir,-I have the honour to confirm our conver­
sation of yesterday, regarding over-entries and 

over payments by certain officers of the Public 
Works Department and/or the Central 
Drainage and Irrigation Board. 

2. As I mentioned to you at the interview, in
view of what has happened in ,egard to the com­
plaints made by the Honourable 'fheo. Lee and 
myself, with respect to over-entries and over­
payments by the Department mentioned above 
when work was being carried on at Craig Vil­
lage and Golden Grove-Nabaclis, and tho 
assurances given to mo by His Excellency the 
Governor at a recent meeting of tho Legislative 
Council, when I referred to the matter, that he 
would personally welcome information which 
would lead to the prevention of a waste of 
public funds, I stated that I was not prepared 
to give certain material details which may be 
used, as was doi:c previously, to cover up 
irregularities that are being and have bC'en 
arranged. 

3. As payments will be made by the Pay­
master on Monday, June 30th, I am forwarding 
herewith copies oJ the following, for immediate 
at ten ti on:-

(a) Statement by a resident of Plaisance,
dated '24/6/41, whose name I am with­
holding for the present;

(b) Copy of a letter, dated 27/6/41, from
residents of Golden Grove Village, whose
names I um also withholding for the
present.

4. In regard to (a), it is not necessary for me
to make any comm,mt at this stage. But as 
regards (b), I recommend that the su�gestions 
contained in the letter be carried out, and the 
"autbo,isations" be impounded by the Pay­
master, on presontation, so that the signatures 
may be verified and the persons named in tho 
a uthorisatious be called or brought up immedi­
ately by the Police, and a statement taken 
from each person, who should state clearly 
whether he or sbo was employed; and by whom; 
what kind of work was performed; where was 
the work performog; the number of days work­
ed; in whose company was the work done; what 
was the rate of pay arranged; what amount 
he or she expected to l'Cceive; ,-.-ho was author­
ised to receive the amount entered in the pay­
sheet; and when and where the authorisation 
was made and signed. All this should be done 
on Monday, if the allegations are to be investi· 
gated, and a watch kept on tho overseer and 
foremen, to sec that no contact is made by 
them with the persons whose names appear in 
the Paysheets, but who did not turn up to 
receive the money against their names. 

5. While on this subject, I am enclosing
copies of two letters, dated June 11th, 1941, 
from a resident of 26, Saffon Street and from 
another resident of Ruimveldt WaterRide, 
regarding employees of the B.G. Rico Market­
ing Board, for the information of His Excel­
lency tho Governor. The names of the persons 
who wrote the letters are also withheld for tho 
present, 

6. Mr. Lee and I are willing to give every
assistance possible to put a period to these 
irregularities or to greatly minimise them, if 
our advice and assistance are accepted. 

7. On my return from the North West Dis­
trict on Friday, July, 4th, I shall arrange to 
see you again to ascertain what progress bas 
been made in this matter. 
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8. As arranged, Mr. Lee and I will see His
Excellency the Governor at 11.30 a.m. to-day, 
when we will leave a copy of this letter, and 
discuss the matter in greater detail. 

I have, etc., 
(Sgd.) C.R. JACOB. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, Demernra. 
I do not know if the Council wants to be 

burdened will all those enclosure::;. 

TrrE CHAIRMAN : Are those the 
anonymous ones ? 

Mr. JACOB: I repeat that they arn not 
anonymous. I have the originals�·which 
I am prepared to submit to you. They 
were -submitted to His Excellency, Sir 
"Wilfred Jackson, and after His Excellency 
was perfectly satisfied he ordered tLn inves­
tigation. 

THE CHAIR�lAN: I do not think any 
�Iember of the Council wishes to hear 
those letters unless the names of the 
writers· a,re disclosed. You submitted the 
letters to the Governor but I do not think 
hon. Members wish to hear them unless 
they can be informed of the writers' names. 

lVIr. JACOB: I hrwe a confidence; I 
have told these peoplfl in confidence tlrn,t 
their names would not be disclosed except 
at a judicial enquiry, and I am not pre­
pared to break that confidence· 

T1rn CHAIRY[AN : I suggest that the 
hon. Membet· should withhold the lette1·s 
from the Council. 

Mr. JACOB: I was merely reading ,L 
portion of the letter8 to convince •. the 
Council that the letters are there, and v�u 
will admit that these lettern arn in Govern­
ment's possession. 

Tm1 CHAIRMAN : If that is whn,t the 
hon. Member wishes me to say I will cer­
t,Linly say that they are in Government's 
possession. 

Mr. JACOB: Following thai; I wrote 
another letter dated the 9th July complain­
ing that the investigation was not proceed­
ing ,ts I expected. Then I received a letter 
dated the 28th July, written by you, sir, 
and we arranged that certain things should 
be done, and those things were done. I 
wrote another lettet· dated the 18th July, 
complaining against a member of the 

Drainage Board connected with those 
enquiries. Then I received a further letter 
from a resident of Hopetown village, West 
Coast, Berbice, complaining about other 
ii-regularities th.ere. I forwarded a copy
of that letter, under date 27th August, to
the Colonial Secretary and asked th<1-t the
mattet· be investigated. Since the 27th
August when that letter was forwarded,
making specific charges against certain
officials of the Department, I have received
no reply. After investigating the m11,tter
with the Deputy Director of Public Works
I received a letter from him dfLted the 20th
September, suggesting something further
to be done. I wrote a,gain on the 30th
September. suggesting what further should
be done, and on the 4th October, I received
an,other letter from the Deputy Director
of Public Works. In vie.w of the tenor of
that letter I am not prepared to carry on 
this m,ttter any longer, We have spent all 
this time-the hon. :Member for Essequebo
River (Mr. Lee) and I-we have tried our
best, but I am sorry to say we have not
received the co-operation expected from
Government.

THE CHAIR�IAN : Government seems 
to have been in communication with the 
hon. Member a great deal. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do 
not want to be drawn into an argument 
over this matter but this is the crnx of the 
who'e affair. The hon. Member declined 
to have any investigation made th rough 
the recognized channels of Government. 
He has told me in his own words that he 
distrusts the Police. He a,nd the hon. 
Member for Essoquebo River (Mr. Lee) 
wish to conduct this investigation in their 
own manner, in their own professional 
manner. 

lYlr. JACOB: Jam afraid J cannot allow 
the Colonial Seeretarv to make incorrnct 
statements. \Ve have· not stated that we 
wanted to conduct the inYestigation in our 
own manner but in a pa1·ticuL1r way with 
the co-operation of the Government. 
(laughter). I cannot unde1·stand the 
laughter. \Ve did not want to leave it 
entirely to the Public Works Department 
or to the Police, because another matter 
was left in the hands of the Poliee and we 
heard nothing more about it. \Ve wanted 
to have some say in the matter, to see how 
the investigation was proceeding and direct 
how it should be pl'oceeded with. 
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I did 
not interrupt the hon. Member when he 
was speaking, but despite his interruption 
at this stage I will say that what I have 
stated is correct. The hon. Member told 
me in no uncertain terms that he did not 
trust the Police Department. I was pre­
sent at an interview with his Excellency, 
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, when the hon. Mem­
ber asked that the investigation should be 
conrlucted in the manner suggested in his 
letter. 

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid that is not 
strictly conect. ·when His Excellency 
telephoned for the present acting Colonial 
Secretary we lrn,d al ready left. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That 
is so, but nevertheless a request had been 
made of the Governor that the investiga­
tion be carried out strictly in accordance 
with the procedure set out in the hon. 
Member's letter. I was given specific 
instructions by His E,ccellency to follow 
minutely the procedure laid down by the 
hon. Member. Two persons and two 
persons alone were ucquainted with the 
contents of that letter, the .Deputy Director 
of Public Works and myself. Scaled 
orders were given to those conccrucd, but 
because nothing has transpirnd up to the 
present from the ullcga,tions made by the 
hon. Members they continue in their 
allegution that no co-operation is given ; 
that everything iH wrong; tlmt nobody is 
out to help and that in fact the entire 
structure of Government is rotten from 
the top to the bottom. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: There is a solution 
-appoint the hon. :Member to the vacant
post of Deputy Commissioner of Police.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) : 
No, Director of Public Persecutions. 

Mr. JACOB : If I read a letter of the 
4th October from the Deputy Director of 
Public Works I think it would throw some 
light on the matter. The letter rea<is :-

Public Works Dept., 
Georgetown, Demerara, 

4th Oct., 1941. 

IRREGULARITIES, OVER-ENTRIES AND OVER­
PAYMENTS, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

Sir,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 30th ult. bearing 
the above heading and used in this instance 
without prejudice; in reply I beg to advise you 

that as the men concerned are not regular 
employees of the Department I have no 
authority to call them to present themselves to 
the Cove and John police station at any time 
unless I am prepared to pay them for the time 
involved. 

2. This being out of the question I have to
suggest that any steps taken to interview those 
men must be a matter for yourself entirely. 

3. I regret the delay in answering your let­
ter, for which my absence in Essequebo was 
responsible. 

I have, etc., 
F. H. ALLEN, 

for Director of Public Works. 

This letter does not bear out the state­
ment of the Colonial Secretary that they 
have canied out everything as indicated 
by us and we are not co-operating. This 
letter definitely brings about a breach in 
the whole arrangement. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: If the hon. :Member 
will deposit the money to which those men 
would be entitled for missing a day's work 
I am sure the necessary steps would be 
biken for th;:im to inte1·view the hon. Mem­
ber at the place suggested. 

Mr. JACOB: Thank you very much, 
sir. Yesterday you gave me an assurance 
that the matter would be further inves­
tigated and I said I would give proof. 
The onus is on the Government and not 
on me to spend money on Government 
business. I am spending sufficient time. I 
have spent all this time trying to stop the 
waste of public funds and that is what I 
get from the Chair itself. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN : 1'here is no vote 
to which such an amount could be charged. 

Mr .. JACOB: Your Excellency has the 
power to order an investigation to check 
irregularities which are going on, and if 
Your Excellency is not prepared to do it 
I am not prepared to pursue the matter 
any longer. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I wou1 d like to ask 
a relevant question. If I 1·emember cor­
rect! y this item-Unallocated Stores, 
$1,000-is a sort of token vote. I do not 
understand why we are called upon to vote 
this increased amount of $7,943.18 under 
this head. I want to know about the cor­
responding credit which was to take place 
all the time. Perhaps the system has 
been drn,nged again. I would like to be 
informed whether there has been a change 
in the system, and whether all the money 
spent in 1940 was a total 9f $8,943.1�, 
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Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) : 
I know the hon. Member has a peculiar 
fondness for this vote and I anticipated 
such a question from him. It would be 
perhaps clearer if the two figures compris­
ing that difference of $7,943 had been 
indic,tted on t.he supplementary estimate 
itself, but they are shown in the statement 
of actual expenditure in the Colonial 
Trea,surcr's Report, a,nd if the hon, .Mem­
ber has a copy he will find that the pur­
chases under Unallocated Stores for the 
year total $75,000 odd, and the iRsues from 
those stores total $66,000 odd, so that this 
item here reitlly represents the excess of 
the purchases under Unallocated Stores 
for the year over the amount issued and 
charged to votes. Consequently its value 
is represented Ill actua,l stores on hand a,t 
the end of 1940, the value of which is 
recorded in the Colonial Treasm·er's finan­
cial st,1tement . 

Mr. JACOB: I understand that a cer­
tain quantity of cement, public property, 
was transportc<l from the Public Works 
Department Store to some place on the 
vVeRt Coast of Demerara recently. 

TH1, CHAIRMAN: The hon . .Member 
is referring to a case which is now receiv­
ing the attention of Government. 

Item 18 put, and a.greed to. 

EDUCA'l'ION-SCITOOLS, lNSTI '.ru'l'IONS AND 
i\'I ISCELLANEOUS. 

Item 16-Children's Breakfast Centro, 
$'171.50. 

Mr. JACOB: It is a Ye1·y good thing 
for n Breakfast Centre to be canied on in 
Georgetown but I arn wondering whether 
simila.r provision cannot be mo.de in cer­
t,tin remote parts of t,he Colony for some 
assistance of this kind to be given, parti­
cularly in Es�equebo. I do not know 
whether my friend, the hon .. Member for 
the division, was told about it, but I 
think ,1, public service of this 1mture should 
not be confined l,o Georgetown but should 
be extended to Essequebo. 

l\fr. CREA::l"E (l'ireclot· of Education): 
It is only provided in Georgetown. 

Tm:: CHAIR:'11AN : The hon. Member's 
remarks will be noted by the Director of 

Education and I will ask him to give con­
sideration to the point. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

LABOUR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. JACOB: Under this head I would 
like to refer to the receutly crea.ted Canals 
Polder Country District. As a member 
of the old Canals Polrler Authority I know 
that when the Authority was going out of 
existence a resolution was carried recom­
mending to Government that the area be 
converted into one ot· two Village Dis­
tricts. That resolution was carried unani­
mously. Even the Association in the dis­
trict, although there was some disagreement 
as to the kind of Authority they wanted, 
desired something better than what they 
got. In a Village District the people elect 
two-thirds of the members while Govern­
ment �minates one-third, but in a 
Country District all the members of the 
Authority are nomina.ted by Government. 
The outgoing Authority recommended that 
one or two Village Districts be created; 
the people themselves asked for something 
better, and while they were advised by 
myself and the hon. Member for the dis­
trict (Mr. A. G. King) that they could not 
get ::mything and that it would be too cum­
bersorue, they agreed that a Village Dis­
trict would be the best thing for them. To 
the surprise of the people and to my great 
11stonishlllent a notice appeared in the 
O.tfzcicil Gcizette of the 7th June, 1941, 
crea.tiug the Canals Polder Country Dis­
trict. The names of the Councillors 
appeared in the Gazette of July 20, and 
since then I think there was one meeting 
of the Authority. 

There we have a large number of people 
who, in my opinion, are capable of manag­
ing their own affairs, asking for something 
but tho Local Government Board thought 
it wise to give them the worst kind of 
government they could get. The Local 
Government Boa,rd consists of the Colonial 
Secrettuy as Chairman, the Commissioner 
of Labour ctnd Local Government as 
IJeputy Cha.irman, and a few Elected Mem. 
bors and Nominated Mewbe1·s of this Coun­
cil. '.l.'hat kind of treatlllent might have been 
all right some time ago, but as the result of 
se1·ious dissatisfaction with the administra­
tion of the whole Colony a Royal Commis­
sion visited the Colony and made certain 
re<;ommendattons which have been accepted 
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in principle. In paragraph 26 the Royal 
Commissioners recommend specifically:-

" ... More, and not less, participation by the 
people in the work of government is a real 
necessity for lasting social advancement." 

In another part of the document the 
Royal Commissioners recommend in para­
graph 36 :-

" ... Some initiative is required of Government 
to ensure the proper organisation under the 
Local Government Law of all rural and village 
communities, wherever situated, and whether 
or no they have happened to expre�s a desire to 
be brought within the scope of the Local 
Government Board." 

Here we have the Royal Commissioners 
specifically advising this Government Lhat 
the people must be given greater oppor­
tunity to manage their own affairs-they 
have recommended so far that there should 
be adult suffrage at least in the villages. I 
do not think it is going to be nrgued that 
even in village administration the villagerR 
should not have the right to vote. As a 
matter of fact in Jamaica the Secreta,ry of 
State for the Colonies g::we the Legisla,tive 
Council the privilege of adopting adult 
suffrage, and I am saying that there can be 
no doubt that villagers at least in this 
Colony should have adult suffrage. The 
Royal Commissioners have recommended 
that village communities should be given 
a greater opportunity to manage their own 
affairs. 

The outgoing Authority recommended 
it; the people themselves asked for it 
but the Locn.l Government Board has 
given them the worst possible form of 
government. I cannot reconcile that 
attitude of Government, and I must lay the 
blame specifically on the Colonial Secretary 
as Chairman of the Local Government 
Board. I am confident that if he did not 
represent the Government on that Board 
and the Colonial Secretary had recom­
mended to the Bon,rd that it was only 
right and proper that the people should be 
given a better form of government the 
Boa1·d would havo gi-anted it. Respon­
sibility must be plil.ccd somewhe1·e and I 
nm submitting that the responsibility must 
be fixed on the Board and the responsible 
officers of this Government. Government 
has specific instructions from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies-

Tim CHAIRMAN: I would like tlrn 
hon. Member to reininq me again of those 

specific instructions. He read a portion 
of one of the paragraphs of the recommen­
dations of the Royal Commission but I am 
not sure whether he is suggesting that one 
of the recommendations was th,tt Village 
Districts and not Country Districts should 
be formed. I would like to be clear on that 
point. 

lVIr. JACOB: I will rea1l the rP-com­
mendation again. 

'l'rrE CHAIRMAN : I wish the hon. 
Member would. I hiwe the Recommenda­
tions before me and the hon. Member did 
not read the recommendation I see here. 

Mr. JACOB: I thought these recom­
mendations were so well known and the 
quotations I have made were so well 
known that it would be unnecessa.ry to 
read the whole pn,ragmph. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN : I did not recog­
nize the quotation ma.de by the hon. 
Member, and th,tt is why I turned it 
up. 

Mr. JACOB: I took pnragrnph 26 and 
read n. portion of it, but if Your Excel­
lency wants rue to read the whole parn,­
graph I will do so. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I lmve tt copy of 
the Recommendations befoi-e me but I 
think hon. Members of the Council would 
like to know the contents of that 
paragraph. 

Mr. JACOB: Under the heading" Con­
stitutional and Closer Union" par. 26 
states:-

26. We do not support either of the extreme
proposals put before us for the grant of immed­
iate and complete self-government based on 
universal suffrage, or for a wide increase of the 
authority of Governors which would convert 
the existing system into a virtual autocracy; 
the one because it would render impossible 
the financial control necessary if, as we con­
sider to be inevitable, substantial assistance is 
to be afforded by His Majesty·s Govt. through 
the West Indian Welfare Fund and otherwise; 
the other because it would be politically a retro­
grade step. More, and not less, participation 
by the people in the work of government is a 
real necessity for lasting social advancement. 
At the present stage, we attach more import­
ance to the truly repres6ntative character of 
Legislative Councils than to any drastic change 
in their functions 

I only rend two ,ind a half lines of the 
;paragraph in the first instance where it 

Ao 
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says distinctly "More, and not less, parti­
cipation by the people in the work of 
government is a real necessity for lasting 
social advancement." 

TrrE CHAIRMAN : That recommenda-

Officers actually go around telling the 
people whnt benefits will accrue to them 
if they become members of Local Authori­
ties. I have evidence to show that that is 
done. 

tion -has reference to the Legislative TrrE CHAIRMAN: I hope it is not 
Council. anonymous. 

Mr. JACOB : Very well, sir, I will read 
the other part. On page 28 pat·. 36 reads 
as follows :-

36. British Guiana: Outstanding Joans-in-aid
from the Imperial Exchequer should be con­
verted into free grants, outstanding obligations 
on account of the work of the Boundary Com­
mission and of Loans from the Colonial Devel­
opment Fund should be remitted, and in future 
loans-in-aid should be avoided. Special meas­
ures should be taken to protect the Amerindian 
peoples of the remote hinterland Some initia­
tive is required of Government to ensure the 
proper organisation under the Local Govern­
ment Law of all rural and village communities, 
wherever situated, and whether or not they 
have happened to express a desire to be brought 
within the scope of the Local Government 
Board. 

I am submitting thll,t paragraph 36 must 
be read in conjunction with paragn,ph. 26. 
If that is admitted then what justification 
had the Board to give the people less than 
what they asked for? The Royal Com­
missioners have made it clear that the 
present system is not satisfactory, and they 
suggest that the people should be given a 
greater opportunity to manage their own 
affairs. Jnstead of giving them the same 
opportunity Government has given them 
Jess. That is what has happened in the 
Canals Polder. Government, in order to 
keep the people down and definitely hinder 
the progress of this country-

THB CHAIRMAN : I cannot allow the 
hon. ::Yiember to make such a statement. If 
he accuses Government or �my individual 
Government officer of doing all he could 
to keep the people down I will not allow it. 

Mr. JACOB: I am submitting with all 
confidence that the Local Government 
Board acted in this instance against the 
wishes of the people and against the recom­
mendations of the Royal Commission. I 
do not think it will be disputed that there 
is crreat dissatisfaction in the Canals Polde1· 
at,., the moment. As a matter of fact the 
system of Government is such that by 
actual coercion you get things done. The 
District Commissioner goes around ask­
ing people to be members of the Board. 

Mr. JACOB: I have the evidence here. 
When I stated yesterday that I had the 
evidence I had the evidence. 

Mr. W .ALCOTT : But we nevel' saw it. 

Mr. JACOB : I did not want to show 
it too early; you are not going to have it 
to victimize those people. When I made 
the statement this morning that this Coun­
cil is not fully representative of the 
Colony, grnve objection was tu.ken to it. I 
am expressing the view which has been 
put to me over and over again. As a matter 
of fact I am going to the Canals Polder 
on Sunday to see those people and to sug­
gest what further steps they should take. 
Thev have asked me for mv advice ; I am 
not. hiding anything from Government. 
vVhenever I get a communication I send it 
along. At present I am not prepared to 
give the names of certain people in certain 
cases because I know the result, but in 
other cases in which people do not mind I 
can give their na,mes. 

But I have been digressing again. I 
believe these things are done to throw me 
off my balance. (laughter). The point I 
was making is that here Government had a 
wonderful opportunity of using its initiative 
and crec1,ting a Village District in the 
Canah Polder, thus giving the people an 
opportunity to look after their own affairs. 
I would like to have a definite statement 
from Government as to why it disregarded 
the recommendation of the Royal Com­
mission and the request of the people 
themselves. 

Mr. JACKSON : The conceit of some 
people is definitely amazing, and their 
effrontery still more alarming. It does 
seem to me that thP.re are certain hon. 
:�, embers who feel that they are the last 
word in everything; that w·hate'ver they 
say or do is correct, but everything 
Government does which does not meet with 
their views is wrong. I deprecate such 
conduct by Members of this Council. The 
Local Government Board has been charged 
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with not giving the people the best, system 
of administration they can have. The best 
system seems to be what th:e hon. lVJ ember 
for North Western District (Mr. Jacob) 
considers the best. 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of 
correction-what the people asked for. 

Mr.JACKSON: A child might a,skfor a 
knife to play with but tho wide-awake parent 
would not give it. It must not Lo t.tken 
for granted that everything a pon,on a»ks 
for should be given to him. 'l'hc initiative 
of our worthy friend might be the best 
thing for anybody to adopt, but I aw satiti­
fied in my own mind that so far ,ts the 
Loca.l Government Board is concerned it 
discluwges its duty to the best of its ability 
and provides for those for whom it is 
responsible what it considers enough for 
them. If anyone objects to that let him 
object, but he must not foist on the public 
his views and ideas ::-.s to what ought to be 
done. 

I do think that when one poscH to be the 
be-all and end-all of everything he simply 
makes a mistake. I remember reading 
when I was a child at school the following 
passage:-

"Young people at the period when they are 
acquiring knowledge are very liable to self· 
conceit, and thus by their own folly defeat the 
great purpose of instruction, which is not to 
mako them vain but wise, They are apt to 
forget that knowledge is not for show but for 
use, and their desire to exhibit what they 
know is invariably proof that their knowledge 
is superficial." 

I am incline<l to think that those words 
might be taken in good part by some of us 
around this table, and that we should be 
more tolerant of the views of others instead 
of endeavouring to foist our views upon the 
whole community, including thi,; Council, 
and be annoyed when they are not accepted. 
(applause). 

.Mr. C. V. WIGHT: In endorsing the 
remarks of the hon. Mr. Jl1ckson I desire 
to refer to that portion of the debate in 
which the criticism of the hon. Member 
for North "\Vestern District resolved it­
self into a question of representation of the 
people. The hon. Member has stated 
here repeatedly that in his opinion there 
are only two Members ca.pable of repre­
senting the people in this Council. 
The hon. Member forgets that we 

will get nowhere in this Council 
without the co-operntion of every hon. 
Member. Nothing m1n be achieved by 
personal abuse by the hon. Member of 
certain hon. Metnbers. In a spirit of 
ill-breeding or ill manners the hon. 
Member approached the constituency of 
�tnother hon. :Member in regar<l to the 
Kitty district. Docs the hon. Member not 
know that there is a diffet·ence of opinion 
on the question of raising the status of the 
Kitty Local Authorit,y? Does the hon. 
Member not know tlhtt I w,LS asked at a 
meeting by cm·tn.iu perso11s to nmke repre­
sentation to misc the sti.ttus of tlmt village, 
and does ho uot know tlrnt the hon. M 0111-

ber for Central IJemeram (:ML', DeAgui,tr) 
has been appron.ched iu m10thc1· direction? 
What must tho Local Goverr11.ne11t Board 
or any other hody in such n. position do in 
such a case? If the Board decided in 
favour of one side it would be attiicked b, 
the other. 

The hon .. Member in reading certa,in 
documents in Council this morning sug­
gested that if the names of the writers 
were disclosed thel'C might. be victimiz,ttion. 
Will the hon. Member �,iy that he h,u; 
refrained from disclosing certain corres­
pondence relating to .i business arntnge­
ment between himself aud a leading firm of 
the Colony, Mc8srs. Booker Bros , because 
he is afraid of victimization? 

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I yield to no one in 
respect of my knowledge of representation 
in the villages but I will not put my know­
ledge against that of the hon. Member for 
North We!ltern District (Mr. Jacob). I 
support the remm·ks of the hon, Mr. Jack­
son, but perh,tps the height of his htnguage 
might miss it;; mark. I will thel'Cfore tell 
a story of a little boy who asked his father 
fo1· a bicycle ttnd his father told him to 
pray to God every uight and he would get 
a bicycle. Tho boy prayed until one 
morning he awoke to find a tricycle out­
side the door of the bedroom. 'l'he little 
fellow exclaimed "Oh LoL·d, do you ruean 
to say you don't know ,L bicycle from >L 

tricycle?" (laughter). The fa.tlwr knew 
that the boy was too small to ride ,L bicycle. 
I know the people in the villages because 
I have been ,L Councillor and a Chairman. 
They very uften .isk for bicycles when they 
cannot even ride tricycles. Government 
h,as done the conect thing. In this Council 



681 Estimates, 1940 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. -Law Officers 682

I protested some time n,go and told Govern­
ment tlrnt the worst thing they could do 
was to give the vi 1.lages the l'ight to elect 
their own Chairmen. The people of the 
Canals Polder may think not, but Govern­
ment has done the best thing for them. 
They think they can ride a bicycle. 
(laughter). 

THE CHAIRMAN : The hon. 11 ember's 
story is quite appropriate because we ,ire 
dealing with the subject of tn1nsport and 
travelling under the head Labom and 
Local Government. 

Mr. JACOB: I am not at all smprised 
at the rernMks of the last three hon. Mem­
bers who have spoken. It is well th.it 
they were drawn out and th,1t the public 
should know the contempt with which they 
are treated in this Council bv hon . .M.em-
bers who represent them. 

Mr. LAING (Commissioner of Labour 
,md Local Government): Tlmt there have 
been requests from the people of the 
Canals Polder area tlrn,t there should be a 
Village Council for that area is perfectly 
correct, but it is incorrect to s,iy that 
t-heir reprnsentations were disregarded. As
,i matter of fact they received very careful
consideration. The anxi.etv of the Local
Government Board was, -of course, that
there should be some administrative
authority in the area to carry on the WOL'k
of the district, and it is quite impossible
to }1ppoint a Village District until it has
gone very thoroughly into the matter ,md
a voters' list has been prepared. If the
hon. Member for North vVestern Dis­
trict (Mr. J,Lcob) will refer to the
local Govemment Ordinance he will find
thnt the preparation of a voters' list
takes ,1 considerable time. 'L'here would
have been no Local Authoritv in
power at the present time htid it been
decided tluit there would be a Village
Council. There cue also other points to
receive consideration because the Canals
Polder is very different to au ordinary
Local Authority in the country. If the
hon. MembeL· intends to visit the Camils
J?olcler in order to suggest what further
steps should be taken I would suggest that·
he should come and see me so that I may
put him in a better position to acivise the
people.

TnE CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. 
Member will accept that invitation. 

Mr. JACOB: I ,im surprised at the 
attitude ;ccloptccl iu tli is Council. I feel 
th,Lt wl1 ile thcro are legal obstacle� they 
are not irnmrmountiible and they could 
have been removed before now. I welcome 
the suggestion that I should see the Com­
missioner of Ltibour m1d Local Govern­
Ulent 011 the matter but I do not think I 
have the ti.me. (laughter). I know he i:,; a 
very persmisive gentleman ,ind he would 
tell me a,ll kinds of things, but if I do not 
advise the people ,iccording to what he 
said-

'l'HB CHAIRMAN: I think the hon· 
Member is cifrni.cl of the Commissioner's 
persmii;ive power:,;. 

Mr. JACOB: T a,m not afrnid of that, 
but what I am afrnid of is that the hon. 
Mclllbcr will not lltiC ,L liLLlA bit inore of 
his initi,1tive. Gre,Lter ene1·gy is rcql1i.red, 
and Government must realize that 
$180,000 has been spent in that cire:i and 
there is dissatisfaetion and litigation by 
the Drainage Bo;u·d against some of the 
people. There is going to be trouble and 
I was beseeched to go there on Sunday­
not that I wish to go. In fact I declined 
to go on several occasions. I feel that I 
should go and give the people some advice. 
I want to know wlrnt Elected l\i ember in 
this Council consults his constituents as 
often as some of us do. I want to know 
if it is not theil' duty to speak on behalf of 
the people whom they represent, However, 
election time is coming. 

LAW 0FFTCisRS. 
ltem 3-Fec to counsel for prosecuting 

tit Criminal Sessions, $795. 

Mr. JACOB: I lrnve always questioned 
this item. I consider that far too much 
money is spent in payiug outsiders to 
prosecute at the Sessions. I remember 
distinctly that before the Assistant 
Attorney-General was n whole-time 
officer outside assistance was employed. 
Later it was said that if 11 Crown 
Counsel was employed and the Assistant­
A ttorney-General was m,1de a whole-time 
officer there would be no necessity to go· 
outside for legal assistance. Those things 
have been done, but the employment of 
legal assistance still continues In the 
other Supplementary Estimates, I think 
this item appears in two or three places .. 
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TRE CHAIRMAN: 1 t,.ke it that the 
hon. Memhet· lrns l'Cad the explanatol'y note 
in which it is poiuted out that it w,ts because 
the Assistant Attorney-Gcncrnl was ap­
pointed to act a,; ,. Judge. 

Mr. JACOB : I am not going to spe:tk 
on tlic other items but J wish to take this 
opportunity to say tlmt T do not think this 
a.mount was spent during the whole period.
I would like to know whether this expen­
diture cannot be avoided. [ do not know
whether the Legal Members of the Council
know miythiug a.bout it, but [ l1twe been
asked 1.:>y suvernl legal men how it w,ts that
previous ALtornuys-General have pt·osecutcd
on behalf of the Crown ,1t the Urimiu,tl
Sessions mid the prnseut ,\.ttorney-Gener:d
has not, prosecuted one day since his
anivitl in tlte Colonv ? I do not know
whether th,.tt prnctic� should uot be con­
tinu('cl, ,rnd whether outsiders should be
employed continuously and public funds
used to such an C'xtent. Perhaps there ,trn
good reasons why the present Attorney­
General docs not prosecute on behalf of the
Crown-maybe he has more work to
du as the result of the war-but I do
not think he has given that a,ssistancc
which previous Attorneys-Genernl have
given to the Colony up to two years
ago. The finances of the Colony arc
not in such tt healthy state as to justify the
legal members of the Government in asking
for legal assistance from outside. I ,im
objecting to this expenditure. In fact it is
no use objecting to it because the money
has already been paid. I am suggesting tlutt
in future greater care should be taken in
appointing outsiders so frequently to pro­
secute on beh1tlf of the Crown.

THE CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. 
Member does not judge the work of 
the Attorney-General, or any previou;; 
Attorney-Genernl, by the time he spends iu 
Court. 

:\-Ir. JACOB: [ am just making tt com­
parison. vVe had no Crown Counsel in 
those days ; now we have a Crown Counsel 
and a full-time Assistant Attornev-General, 
and yet we are paying all this money to 
outside legal pi·actitioners. This is not 
the only item of its kind. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was 
delighted to hear the hon. 1\1.ember speak 
on this particuhLr item four times or more. 
He has drawn ,ittention to the fact that I 

havo not appeared in Court in it criminal 
pl'Osecutiou since ray arrin�l in this 
Uolony. That is quite true, but it so 
happens that this particular vote is incor­
rectly shown ttgainst L.tw Officers because 
the Assistant Attorney-General wa,s lent 
to the Judicial Depitrtment for six months 
mid after that was on sick leave for three 
months, so that for nine months of the 
�-car he was ,tbsent from my Chambe1·s. 
That brought the staff down to two, and the 
rem,tining oflicer, the Crown Counsel, with 
the exception of 6½ weeks, W:J$ in Court 
and never in c1mrnbers. 'l'he result was 
tlmt I w,Ls the only Ltw Officer in cham­
bers throughout the year with the excep­
tion of l¼ months when 1 had the assis­
tance of tl{e Crown Counsel. In ,tcldition 
to the work of my predecessors-and I 
know that they compla.ined that they were 
overwo1·kcd-there is an eruption on the 
other side of the wodd c,tllecl war which 
unf.ortumttely reacts on this side, a.ncl the 
repercw,sion is considerable. It is quite 
true that the hon. Member has said he has 
no idea how much work has been cast on 
the L,Lw Officers ,1s a result of this war. 
lYiorning, noon and night I am called upon 
to give immediate and urgent decisions, to 
express my opinion as to what decisions 
should be. This morning I was up at 1.30 
to give a decision with respect to a boat 
which w,u, to s,iil in 15 minutes. I have 
endeavoured to the utmost of ruy ability to 
keep expenditure clown in this Colony. I 
know how badly off the Colony is. I 
believe I am making a correct statement 
of fact now when I say it is the only 
Colony of the Empire which has not 
engaged au extrn Law Officer as a result of 
the war. Barbados has an extra La.w 
Otlicer and I think every other Colony has. 
This Colony has not done so yet. 

In addition to the extra ,tmount of work 
suffered by idl Colonies we h,we additional 
troubles-the question of ail- bases. The 
hon. Member would not know how much 
extrn work that cast on the Law Officers. 
I can ,tssure him that at least l½ hours a 
day of my time is spent ou questions con­
cerning the air bases. He will realize that 
my predecessors did not have that work. 
Then we have the question of Constitutional 
Reform ,md the Commission appointed to 
consider the various points, which was 
uu,tble to decide certain questions relating 
to its terms of reference. Those matters 
have thrown an enormous amount of extra 
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work on the Law Officers. Ouring the 
year in question we were not at full 
strength and the result was that outside 
aid had to be called upon if the prosecu­
tions were to be performed. It stands to 
reason wi,en two Courts are sitting you 
have to employ two counsel, and, as 
it happened this year, the January ses 
sion was sitting at the same time as the 
April session, with one Judge sitting in 
the January sessi.on and two Judges sitting 
on the same day in the April session you 
want three prosecutors. I cannot in any 
way lessen or shorten the sessions, and as 
long as that ha.ppens rtdditional n,ssist,mce 
will be required. 

As pointed out in the note, the excess is 
solely due to the fact that the Assistant 
Attorney-General was lent to the Judicial 
L>epartment and served with great dis­
tinction for six months, after which he
procee<led on three months' sick leave. T
think that charge should in common faii-­
ness be shown a.gainst the Judiciary vote;
the Law Officers Department incurred uo
extra expenditure.

THE COLONTAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Attorney-Genenil has fully explained 
the position but I would like to add a per­
sonal note. I have been tLssociated with 
a number of Attorneys-General through­
out my career and I can speak with per­
sonal knowledge of the tremendous excess 
of work which has deyolvccl upon the 
Law Ofl:icers. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

MEDICAL-liOSPI'l'AL AND DISPENSARIEl:i. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: For 8ome considerable 
time I harl been asking Govel"llment and 
I had grea,t trouble to get Government to 
rLppoint a Committee to enquire into tltu 
working of the Public Hospital. They have 
gone off at a tangent again and I am not 
sure whether Government should not he 
asked to appoint anothe,· Committee to 
make further inquiry, because all is not 
well at the Public Hospit,d. It seems to 
me we are getting a Het of people from 
Africa or Asia, anywhere except from the 
East, and they are bringing all kindti 
of innovations into the country, and 
when people resent, them Gove�·nment 
supports them on the pretext that it mui;t 
support its officials. It is an open secret 
that no fewer than 35 of those hard-work­
ing people, the wardmaids at the Public 

Hospital, are out of employment because 
of an innovation introduced by a recent 
arrival in the country-that they should 
all go on their knees to scrub the Hos­
pital floor. When they complain they are 
told it is done all over the world. That 
may be p,irtly true but it is partly untrue, 
and a lie which is partly true is the worst 
kind of lie. I h,1Ve a friend who had to 
attend hospitals in France, Austria 
and Germ.any, and ho tells me that that 
sort of thing is unknown in those places. 

I feel that labour of that kin<l is unjusti­
fiable because not many days ago I was 
reading an article by a doctor, an M.D., in 
which he pointed out that what is known 
as housemaids' knee, ,t form of disfigure­
ment, is the result of scrnbbing 011 the knees. 
At least within the last 15 vears I cannot 
remember seeing wardmaid; scrubbing the 
floor of the Hospital on their knees. If 
that wa.s a. necessa.ry thing to do I cannot 
imagine why it wa.s not ordered by the 
Surgeous-General we have ha<l froUl time 
to time. I do not wish to make inviduous 
distinctions, but of the Surgeons-General 
we have had during the last 50 years I 
remember Dr. Godfrey particularly. He 
was very much interested in the working 
of the Hospital; as a matter of fact it was 
he who introduced the system of bringing 
N UL"sing :::listers to the Hospi tat. 

After all these yeai·s it is a pcrRon who 
has come to Urn Colony just foU1· months 
,igo who says that the wardmaidR J.Uust go 
down on their knees to scrub. A woman 
who had been employed at the Hospital 
fol" 18 years has been dismissed for dis­
obeying 01·ders. I would not be surprised 
if a doctor called upon a clerk one morn­
ing to wash his car, ,Lnd if he refused he 
was. dismissed for disobeying orders. I 
understand that the math•r was brought to 
the Governor's notice, but His Excellency 
never worries with those things. I cannot 
believe that the Medical Department c,111-
not find anv other device bv "·hich the 
floor of the" Hospital e;an be :crubbC'd. It 
looks to me a spiteful act, and I am 
emboldened in that opinion by the opinion 
of the doctor in the artide I have referred 
to. I am told by a high official " These 
people must do what they are told. 
They have not done it and others have 
ta.ken their places." If there is unemploy­
i:Qent in the country why wouldn't other 
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people take the work? That is no rnason 
why people should be oppressed. 

I know of an incident in New Amster­
dam in which a man was called in from 
his day off and told to do something whid1 
was not part of his duty, and because he 
refused to qo it he was interdicted from 
duty for refusing to carry out instructions. 
That man happenH to be a bandsman and 
was off for the d,iy. \Vhen he was called 
in he found that the other members of the 
Band had refusrd to pliiy because- they 
wanted some considerntion. ]3ecausc he 
joined the otherH in thrir sta.nd he was 
interdicted from duty fol' refusing to obey 
orders. Was it fait- to that ma,11? Times 
are hard and unemployment is rife. It is 
not fair to bring oppression on thesl' 
people. I regard it as ,i form of oppres­
sion. The Head of the Department seldom 
knows of these things, but if he docs know 
he has nu excuse; he is expected to uphold 
his subordi1mte ollicer. '?,Tc are told that 
it is the disL:iplirn• of the institution. So 
long as I am hen' and have an opportunity 
to speak I shall let Government know 
these things. I waut it to he kuowu thn,t 
the people of the Colony have to look 
forward now to poverty, blood ,incl fire 
after the war, and I du not think anybody 
in this Colony should pm;h them on too 
quickly. Do not take advantage of the 
unemployment "-hich is rife in the coun­
trv to a<ld to tlie hur<len of the people of 
tl{e country. lt ha.s neve1· paid any 
Government to have people who delight in 
being tyrannic,Ll towarrls their less favoured 
brethren for one reason or :mother, .know­
ing that their <l1•cision would be upheld 
because the Head of the Depa1·tment dot's 
not wish to interfere with the discipline of 
the institution. 

An innov,Ltioa of that kind ,tt the 
Hospi 1 al was bound to cause trouble. 
Tho medical profession must be sadly 
lacking if it cannot find any other 
methocls of cleaning the tloor, and I clo 
not think it is so htcking. I montion 
the matter here bec,urne I feel very strong­
ly about it, anrl but for my heidth tLt tlw 
time I might. have done something. J 
think the larly responsible should have 
been sent hoLUc. Those women who have 
been dismissed lmve contributed to her 
sahLry. I have no doubt tha,t if you en­
quire you will find that this person has 
come from Tanganyika, Nigeria, or perhaps 

South Africa or Hong-Kong. We must 
not complain although we are being 
squeezed. Things are not going right at 
the Hospital. These people are not to be 
,illowcd to use the institution as "if it were 
their own property. After all the people 
of the country have to pay the piper. Even 
Crown Colony Government cannot hold my 
tongue. Case.;; of this kind should be looked 
into by Government and Government 
should ta,ko a more sympathetic viow of the 
matter. It would be unkind, unfair and 
un-Christiim for me to stand here and say 
.mything dispamgiag of His Excellency in 
hiH absence, but he was here ,tncl he did 
nothing. 

Tn�; CHAIRMAN: I happen to know 
that the Govrrnor haJ it great dea.l to do 
with it. 

1'.Jr. ELEAZAR: He might havo clone a 
great deal hut it was not Vl:lry effective. His 
g1·eat deal a,mounted to little or nothing, be­
cause the only contention of I he wardlflaids 
was having to go on their knees to scrub 
the floor. They protested and they were 
dismissed for insubo1·dination. The topic 
of the <l,ty in this country should be wh.tt 
crm he done to win tho war, and after ,,e 
lmvc finished with the cmC'mies kthroad we 
ca,n deal with the eucm ics at home. ,, e 
should be c1iscu�sing measures ns to how we 
could help to win the war. \Vhen I come 
here witl1 a complaint it has merit in it,. 
The;,;e people l1avr n great grievauce. 

Mr. J A.COB: I will tell the Council 
something I have investigated. I lrnve 
been told by sevornl people that the 
,u;1.;ommorlatio11, sanitary arrangements, 
linen and so foi·th at the Public 
Hospit,al arc very unsiitisfactol'y. I asked 
pennissiou, and the Resiclcnt 8urgeon 
,tccompa.nierl the lion. Member fol' Esse­
qucbo River ( llr. Lee, ,incl myself through 
three of the Wards of the Public Hospi­
t,il. '\Ve were sut·prised ,it some of the 
things we saw. There may be some short­
age of accommodation but I do not regard 
that as very serious, but there is a �hort­
tLgr of heds, mattre,;srs, pillows, bed sheets 
pillow L:ascs a11d blankets. \Ve found 
patients lying 011 the barn beds with just a 
blanket over the springs. \Ve found others 
lying on mattresses on the floor, without 
sheets, bhmket� or pillows. In some cases 
there wern pillows without cases. After we 
ha<l gone through the three Wards Mr. 
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Grie1·son agreed with us that there was a 
shortage of those materials. I am not 
prepared to say wlmt further discussion 
took pbce, but the conditions at the 
Hospita.l were simply deplorable. 

Dr. :MACLENNAN (Director of Medical 
Services) : Was the visit made at night? 

Mr. JACOB : Yes, we went purposely 
during the night because in the day you 
cannot see these conditions very well. In 
the night the patients must be in bed and 
we went purposely around 8.30 at night. 
Maybe I have no right to do these things; 
I am intrudiug. 

THE CHAIRMAN: No, hnn. Members 
are welcome to these institutions. I am 
sorry the hon .. Member paid his first visit 
this year and not sooner. 

lYir. JACOB : I think the Di rector of 
:Medical Services will correct you there, 
sir. I have been paying visits. I have 
written several letters and I have had re­
plies which I do not consider satisfactory. 

Dr. MACLENNAN : I thinJ, I told the 
hon. Member that we always welcome 
visits by· hon. Members to any institution, 
and I think the hon. Member knows that. 

Mr. JACOB : The treatment meted out 
to lllt: in this Council in the debates on 
Education and the Public Works Depart­
ment was not very kind, but I anticipate 
that it will be my duty to make certain 
remarks here until the session closes. 

The Council adjourned until 10.30 a.m. 
the following day. 




