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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Ti�esday, 10th December, 1940. 

The Cou1:cil met at l l n .. m. pursuant 
to ·adjournment, His Excellency the Gover­
nor, Srn WrLFll.lV JACli:SON, K.C.lVI. G., 
Presideut,, in tlic Chair. 

PRl�SRNT. 

The Ho11. the Colonial oecret:Lrv, Mr. 
G.D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attomey-Genern.1, Mr.
E. 0. 1:'retheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nomini1ted
Unofficial Membe1-). 

The Hon. J. S. Da.sh, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, 0.B.E., (East­
ern Berbicc). 

The Hon. E. F. McDa.vid, .M..B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. · 

The Hon. F. J. 8eaforrl, O.B.E., (George­
town North). 

The Hon. i\l. B. G. Austin, O.B.E., 
(N ominatcd U110Llicial Member), 

The Hon.\\-. A. l)'Audrnde, Comptroller 
of Cusl;o1ns. 

The .Hon. N. M. i\L1clu111rnn, Director 'of 
:\Iedical Servic<�s. 

, The Hon. M. B. l aiug, O.B.E.. Com­
misBio11er of Labour mid Local Govern­
ment. 

'!.'he Hon. G. 0. Cu.sc, Director uf Pub. 
I ic \Vo I ks "nd Se,1 Defences. 

Th� Hon. L. G. Crea�e, lJirnctor of 
Education. 

Tl1e Hon. Perey C. '\\.'ight, 0.13.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. G011s,1lves, 0.13.E., (George­
town South). 

The Hon. J. T. De Aguiar (Central 
Derueraru.). 

TLe Hon. Jung Bahadur Siugh ·(Dem­
e1·u.1·0.-Essequebo )' 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber­
bice). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
U nofilcial Member). 

The Hon, H. C. Humphrys, K.C., (East­
ern Demenu·a). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Wester11 
Distriet). 

The Hon. J. \V. J!i.ckson (Nominated 
Unollici,tl Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
1Ji1ofl:icial Member). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western­
Essequebo ). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the the 6th of December, 
1940, as J)l'intcd and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEME�T. 
'1'1rn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 

G. D. Owen) communicated the following
message:-

Ex GRA'l'IA PAnlEN'l' 'l'O Miss. A. M.

ARCllER. 

MESSAGE No. 4. 

Honourable .Members of the Legislative Council, 
The Council is invited to approve of an ex 

gratia payment of $120 to Miss. A. M. Archer, 
for 7 years a part-time Wardress, Georgetow·n 
Prison, whoso employment was terminated on 
31st May, 1940, on the ground of age. Through­
out the period of her employment Miss .Archer's 
service� have been satisfactory. 

2. Tile system under which Miss Archer was
employed as a Casual Wardress came under 

. review last year when tlie estimates of the 
Prisons Depa1·tment for 1940 were being con­
sidered, and Council approved of the creation 
of an additional post of whole-time Matron 
from 1st January, 1940, in substitution for the 
post of Casual Wardress. As Miss Archer 
had already attained the age of 60 years she 
could not be appointed to the new post, and as 
she is not eligible for a gratuity under existing 
authority, approval is now sought to pay her 
the compassionate gratuity recommended 
above. 

W. E. JACKSON, 
Governor, 

6th December, 1940. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

Ex GRATIA PAYMENT TO Miss A. M. 
ARCHER. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 
notice of the following motion :-

THAT, with reference to the Governor's 
Message No. 4 dated 6th December, 1940, this 
Council approves of an ex gratia payment of 
$120 to Miss A. M. Archer, in respect of her 
services as Casual Wardress, \Jeorgetown 
Prison . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr ..

Pretheroe) gave notice of the introduction 
and first reading of the following Bills :-

A Bill iutituled an Ordinance to prescribe 
the method to be adopted in computing the 
taxes and rates to bo levied and collected by 
the Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown 
in respect of the year nineteen hundred and 
forty-one. 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to establish 
the Drainage and Irrigation Board ; to define 

. its duties and prescribe its powers and for pur­
poses connected with the matters aforesaid. 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to provide for 
the immediate vesting of certain lands in the 
Colony and for purposes connected therewith. 

ORDER OP THE DAY. 

Es•rJMATES, 1941. 
The Council reHolved itself into Com­

mittee and resumed consideration of the 
estim.::.tes of expenditure to be defrayed 
from revenue during the year ending the 
31st December, 1941, which have been 
laid on the table. 

EDUCA'J'ION-SCITOOLS, INSTITU'rIONS AND 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mr. JACOB: Before the vote is further 
discussed I crave Your Excellency's indul­
gence to refer to a m1.Ltter of very great 
importance to the community. I refer to 
the shortage of oil. 

TnE CHAIRJ'JAN: The Council is in 
Committee on the 1�ducation Vote. This 
is not the time to mise that question. It 
has been raised before. The hon. Member 
is otit of order, if it has nothing to do with 
thl'l ]khwn,tion V ote1 

Mr. JACOB: I was craving your indul­
gence to refer to it before we start. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am sorry, the 
hon. Membe.:- is out of order. It should 
be done before we got in Committee. 

Mr. JACKSON: When the Committee 
adjourned I was making some comments 
on some strictures made against the 
Education vote by the hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara (Mr. Humphrys). I 
would like to refer to his opposition to the 
items he named as a wanton attack upon a 
vital principle-the education of the 
masses-his pious asseverations notwith­
standing. This attack appatently was 
studied iLnd I am inclined to think that, 
whatever may be the opinion of the hon. 
Member regarding the votes to be passed 
in this Council, he could not have selected 
a worst subject upon which to make his 
strictures. The items selected, as I stated 
before, although they a.re regarded by him 
as non-essentials are really of very great 
illll.portance to the community. It seems 
to me that the vote was attacked in that 
carping spirit which was exhibited by some 
men of old when that woman in Biblical 
history_anoiuted the Great Master with a 
box of alabaster ointment; they thought 
it was a great waste and the money that 
secured it could have been given to the 
poor. To my mind the spirit which 
actuated the opposition is a kindred spirit 
to that, and while I admire the subtlety of 
the hon. Member in not �tn.ting as his 
reason that the Colony cannot afford to 
pay the mnount, yet in his endeavour to 
show tlrn,t the amount could be allocated 
to �ome war "effort he said in substance: 
" Let the childrPn who cannot get into the 
schools stay out and let the additional 
teachers that arc required be kept out. No 
matter how pressed mentally arc the 
teachers who hiLve to impart instruction 
to a large number of children-in many 
cases greater than one man can reasonably 
be expected t,o be occupied with success­
fully-let them go on and bii overworked." 
Perhaps he thought if the teachers are 
overworked and suffer from mental strain 
possibly they may end their days some­
where in Berbice. l would like the hon. 
Member to visit some of the schools-not 
necessarily in Georgetown but in the 
country districts-so that he may see the 
oonditions under which the children work 
0,nd 1.1,foo the oonclition5 th11t obtain to!' 

\ 

•
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the teachers who have to train them. I 
have known cases where as manv as a 100 
children have to be overlooked and trained 
by one teacher. 

There is no doubt about this fact. A 
good many of the schools are understaffed, 
and now that an effort is being made to 
relieve the situa,tion it is �urprisingly 
strange that there can be any objection to 
supplying the teachers needed. May I 
remind him, sir, that the additional 
teachers required will in no way satisfy the 
conditions of the Code. The hon. Director 
of Education will be able to inform this 
Council that he is applying for a number 
of additional teachers so that some of the 
schools, possibly a few, that are under­
staffed will have some relief. I am quite 
sure that in preparing his estimates the 
hon. -Director of Education and his 
committee took into consideration the fact 
that the Colony is passing through stren­
uous times, and th,tt is the reason why the 
estimates in this direction are so conserv­
ative. 

Your Excellency, it would be a pitiful 
day when we deny to the children the 
advantages of education. "Primary or 
Elementary education", the hon. Member 
said, "is non-productive and perhaps the 
results may not be seen for 200 or 300 
yed.rs." But this Colony has not been 200 
or 300 years in British possession. It is 
just a little over 100 years, and I would 
like the hon. Member to substantiate his 
remarks in this connection that the Colony 
has not progressed educationally and that 
no results have been obtained from the 
education of the children of this country 
all those years. The results may not be 
spectacular, but I am positive that no one 
will return to the days of the early occupa­
tion of this country; no one would like 
to see the crass ignorance which stalked 
the land at that time obtaining to-day, and 
I venture to say that the remarks of the 
hon. :Member were made without due con­
sideration. 

The hon. Member in a spirit of unjusti­
fiable bravado decla.red that he would 
oppose the vote even if he stood �,lone. I 
am positive that> if he carries out his 
opposition to that extent he will stand 
alone and if that will contribute to his 
honour and glory let that be so, but I am 
positive that this Council will not oppose 

the items he suggested for the reasons he 
a!3,vanced. Especia,lly at this time no one 
would like to say anything that by- the 
greatest stretch of imagination may be 
distorted into disloyalty to the Throne. 
Consequently I will not say much on the 
point but if I am allowed to venture an 
opinion, I think the Imperial Government 
would not aceE!pt such a gift at the expense 
of the poor children getting into school 
and being educated and also at the expense 
of the teachers who have to train them. I 
think I have said enough to convince this 
Council that the opposition is unwarranted 
and ill-timed, and I have no doubt that it 
will be consigned to where it properly 
belongs-the waste-paper b<tsket. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: Following the remarks 
made by the last speaker, I would like to 
express my concurrence in part with the 
views he has expressed. With respect to 
this vote under Education it lrns always 
been a matter of controversy among Mem­
bers of this Council as to whitt should be 
the policy of Government in respect of 
this particular vote. This vote undoubt­
edly has been increased from year to year, 
and at the present time it stands at a fairly 
high amount. I am not so much con­
cerned with that point at the present, but 
will refer generally to the administration 
of this particular department in order to 
point out to Government what I cor1:­
sider the adequacy of the staff in the 
fully-aided schools as well as those schools 
under Regulation !>5. We have in this 
Colony appro�imately 240 schools fully­
aided as well as partially-aided by Govern­
ment, and the number of children on roll 
is a little over 53,000 and the average 
daily attendance, I think, is about 39,000. 
One can therefore see at a glllnce that it is 
a very important department. The utmost 
care, therefore, should be exercised in the 
administration of that particular depart-
ment. 

I do feel, sir, in the first place there is 
not sufficient supervision of the teachers in 
the various districts, and that is on 
account of the inadequate staff of Inspec­
tors. Sufficient time cannot be given to 
the Counties of Berbice and Essequebo 
where, I advocate as a proper measure, 
there should he some divisional officer in 
charge of those localities. As a member 
of the Education Committee, it has been 
my misfortune at times to consider charges 
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made against teachers who have been guilty 
of falsifying their books (the attendance 
registers} in order to earn a little more 
money, and it has always been a matter of 
great difficulty to me to unclerstantl why 
that cou1·se should be resorted to by them. 
There are certain Inspectors whose busi­
ness is more or less to visit the outlying 
districts from time to time, but those 
visits are not sufficiently regular in order 
to ensure a proper supervision of the booki,; 
of those schoolmasters. We lmve a.bout 
178 fully-aided schools in the Colony, <Luu 
it is a very difficult task indeed for the 
Director of Education or for the st,iff of 
Inspectors at his disposal to make a pro­
per and careful enquiry into the working 
of those schools. It is very ditiieult for 
them to make surprise visits to the 
different schools beca,use before they get to 
the other side of the Cm1st their where­
abouts are known and therefore it is it verv 
difficult matter r'or the surprise visits t� 
achieve any good purpose. I think, sir, 
that in view of the large expenditure under 
this Head we should have proper and 
efficient supervision of these different 
s.chools, and the only way that difficulty
can be overcome ,ind so relieve the
Director of Education of a gr,1,it de,il of 
routine work and give him an oppol'tunity
of paying personal visits to the different
schools is, as I have indicated, by the
appointment of additional Inspectors in
order that he may not sit at his desk day
by day without looking after the adminis­
trative responsibility of that particular
department. I do not know what the hon.
Director of Education will s,iy on tha,t
point. I suppose he would welcome the
addition to his staff so as to give him
relief to go about the country. I think
that in the best interest of the Colony the
Director of Education should visit the
schools in the different parts of the Colony
in order to h1tve a pernonal acquaintanee
with the activities of the different schools,
particularly those in the country distl'icts.

Your Excellency, the average attendance 
of the schools has increased remarkably. 
At one time when there was that well 
known circular, known as the 8wettenham 
Circular, advising the Dep11rtruent not to 
prosecute in certrLin cases for uon-attend­
a.nce at school particularly with reference 
to East Indian girls, there had seemed to 
be a little bit of opposition, but in later 
yea:ts there was a great deal of opposition 

to tlrnt circubr aucl as a result of that 
opposition couft.rences · were held in 
Georgetown. I \\'as invited to att.cud and 
also rotmy ot,lwl' lciuling East Indians in 
the commuuil'.y. 'l'he eonfon.'nee w:Ls held 
under the cl1airnrn11ship of the Govcn1or 
himself and this matter was fully diseusscd 
and it was L'veutually agl'ecd that in the 
best inten·st of the couunuuity tlmt ei r­
eul,tr should be withcln.w11. It was with­
drnwn and sulJset1nently appe,Lls were 1mtde 
by the Education Department to the Man­
,tgel's of sug,,r e8tate8 aud others to take 
an ,tetive 1.1art in app1•1.Iing to the East 
Imlians of the Colony to send their 
children to school in compliance with the 
law. I knuw t,lmt, at tlui.t t,imc there 
were about nine Attendance Oliicers, but 
that uumlJel' has been considnably rp­
dueed so th:Lt WQ have now only thl'ee of 
them. J\t t,i11ws we have prosecutions 
before t,he Court ,md 011e thing I do depre­
cate i11 respcet of tlmt-1 think I lmve men­
tioner! it bcfol'e-is thtLt the eases are taken 
in the Magi,;t-rntes' Courts in the ordinary 
way which, I thiuk, i8 .t very wrong 
procedure. Offence:, of that sort :,hould 
be dealt with privately rnther than having 
the parents and children t,.keu there 
where yon lrnve a congregation of people 
for ,�ll sorts of offences to be mixed with 
them and their citses heard in open Court. 
Juvenile offenders are now deitlt witq in 
the Magistrn.tP8' chiuubers and these pro­
secutions ro:-iy be so ,lealt with. Surely 
the atmosphere of thu Crimi1rnl Court is 
not conducive to the best interest of the 
little ones who lmve to ,ittend with their 
parents. Sometimes the children ,ire over 
age or are ill, ,iml it is necessal'y for their 
presence with their pi,reuts at Court. I 
would advise Government that in future 
,ill these ro,itters should Le dealt with 011 

a special occasion and prob,tbly at a 
different, placu rather than as ,.Lt present 
under tlw anspiees of the Police Court 
with the Poliee an<l prisoners loitering 
about. I think that with respect to the 
procedure there Hhould be some improve­
ment in tluit direction. 

'With respect to the Educ,ition vote 
as a whole, I should think that Government 
would bt, well arlvised tu p,iss the,·e items 
a,; they st:Lnt l. I know there has .been con­
sidernble agitation in respect of the con-­
dition of the school buildings. Some of 
them have got into such a state of dis­
repair and dihipidation and the latrines iu 
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such a horrible condition as to be a dis­
grace to a civilized community. It is 
esscutittl thnt some definite irnprovement 
be made in rnspect of the accommodation 
afforded by these school buildings ,Lnd 
btrines. I do not know if it is the idea 
of the hon. Director of Education to have 
a good water supply for the children attend­
ing the schools. At some times we see the 
little tots goiug to school c,Lrrying their 
drinking wnter \\"hicb. is sometimes t11ken 
from a trench. Some adequate provision 
should be made for a proper drinking water 
supply for the children attending school, 
some of whom luwe to travel two or three 
miles to the nearest school. If that is 
done it would greatly assist, and from a 
medical standpoint it should be very much 
supported. I J-w,ve not overlooked the 
question of the medical inspection of school 
children. That, see1n.s a very necessary 
matter. We have these children attending 
school with no regular organised medical 
examination being held. In all probability 
the hon. Di rector of Medical Services, who 
is a very able man indeed in his depart­
ment, would certainly look into this matter 
and give it his best iittention. 

As I came iu the train this morning I 
looked through the old draft of the Educa­
tion Code, which I think was passed as 
printed, and in Part X there is a clause on 
" Training of Character " which �tates : 

All reasonable care shall be tali:en during the 
work and conduct of the school to impress 
upo� the pupils the importance of cheerful 
obedience to duty, of consideration and respect 
for others, and of honour and truthfulness in 
word and act, to bring them up in habits of 
punctuality, and regular attendance, of good 
manners and language, of cleanliness and neat­
ness, and to impress upon them the dignity of 
labour, and the necessity for hard work as a 
condition of life. 

If Umt is in the present Code, J hope 
the Director of Education would see to it 
that that particular section is fully carried 
out. Sometimes it is very disgusting to 
find that those responsible, some teachers, 
do not come up to the standard mentioned 
in this section. I do not think that in 
some· cases they act according to the spirit 
of that particular section. It must be re­
membererl that the children are in the 
school� not only for the education of their 
minds but for the development of their 
character, for training in " sense of duty, 
self-sacrifice and all the qualities that 
make a noble citizen worthy of our great 

Empit-e, which has never had greater need 
for trnilled characters tlin.n in these dark 
and difficult times. I should certainlv 
like to see this section of the Ordiuanc� 
canied out and due regard paid to it 
because after ,111, though it is not only the 
responsibility of the leacher8 to do as the 
JJarents have an equal responsibility, the 
teachers themselves can help forwartl the 
building up of the character of these youug 
ones who are entrusted to their care. 
These l.i Ltle ones ,Lrn of that impressionable 
age - they cro to school between the ages of 
six and scvtn when their minds are very 
phistic-that whatever good is sown will 
certainly be reaped in later years. I do 
wish tlrn,t strict attention and due regard 
be prLid to that part of the Ordinance. 
Tl•acl,el's' salal'ies lrnvc been incre,Lsed in 
some measure. 'l'hey have always hmm 
clamouring for it and there hf1ve been 
substantial increases in their salaries and, 
therefore, there can be no grouse on their 
part if they are called upon to do 
ftdditional work in this direction. 

WiLh respect to the Agricultural Bias· 
.Scheme in Schools, I believe provision has 
been made for it in these estimates. The 
hon. Member for Berbico River (Mr. 
ElotLzar) has always taken· up a stand 
against this particular item and unfortu­
na,toly through illness bu is not here 
this rooming. In any event I think this 
agricultural bias should be followed up 
with something more substantial. I feel 
that tLfter the course has been gone 
through the Government may consider the 
establishment of Farm Schools to be fol­
lowed up late1· with Agricultural Settle­
ments .. I know these are big questions. I 
take it that the object of creating an 
agricultural bias is to give an opportunity of 
displaying those qualities which are prac­
tically inherent in the children. This 
Colony is an agricultural country and on 
agriculture depends it8 growth and pro�­
perity. 

With respect to the other parts of the 
estimates under this head I think there is 
justification for the introduction of the 
new items. The hon. Director of Educa­
tion will certainly put his views to this 
Committee on the question. Education i8 
a matter of very great concern to me. I 
have always expressed that. The schools 
are severely understaffed. It is necessary 
to have them properly sta,ffed to an 
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appreciable extent. In a good many of the 
schools the childl'en a,re huddled together 
in very insanitary sunoundings. Steps are 
now being taken to remedy that, mid 
Government should be congratulated for 
taking this itdvanced step for the benefit of 
the children of this Colony. 

Mr. DIAS: 'l'he question of education 
is nothing new in this Colony. It hits been 
debated year after ye,tr, cerhtinly to my 
recollection for the last 30 yea,rs. ·what 
is felt here is not that the people should 
not be educated as the State is responsible 
for the education of the young ones, but 
the question is whether the Stat,e is spend­
ing money wisely in educ,tting the children 
along the lines on which the work is pro­
ceeding kLt present. It is regrettable that 
when a Member attacks a vote of thi8 kind 
he should be attacked in turn, as I have 
listened most regretfully to th� speech by 
my hon. friend, Mr. Jackson. If a Mem­
ber here is not independent to speak with­
out being assailed in the manner in which 
the hon. tuover of the motion was, then I 
say it is better not to belong to the 
Council at all. Sir, I remember when the 
EducrLtion vote stood at a sum less than 
one-third of what it is to-day. I think it 
was in the year 1913; I speak subject to 
correction as to the exact figures. In other 
words it was $200,000 as against $610,000 
to-day, so that hon. Members are entitled if 
they feel that the Colony is not getting 
full v«luc for the proposed expenditure to 
complain about it. I have always been of 
the opinion, that this vote should be re­
vised and that the system of education 
should be 1·evised and the boy be taught 
to work with his hands as well as with 
his head. What is being done to-day is 
only educating the boy's mind. You are 
only teaching him to use his head and not 
to use his hands as well. That cannot be 
contradicted. 

It has been mentioned here times 
without number that ,vhat you want 
in this Colony, in addition to the sort of 
work clone in the schools, is to have an 
Agricultural education. But, sir, apart 
from a couple of kitchen gardens behind 
the schools which are not worth a penny 
as they stand, what education can a young­
ster get from being taken to the back of the 
school compound between twelve and one 
o'clock in the day and shown a few grow­
ing ochroe trees, �ome of them withered ? 

That is not good enough to educate anyone. 
That is how, I contend, money is being 
thrown away. 'l'he children want education, 
but I suggest with every confidence it is 
very unfair to the child if he gets this 
form of education only instead of being also 
taught to use hi8 ha,nd8. He i8 neglected 
a,nd badly treated. That is not the W,Ly to 
educate the children. Educate them so 
that when they grow up they will have 
a chance in the world. You develop his 
education along the lines of reading and 
writing in which there are no opportunities 
unfortunately for everybody, and if he 
wants to turn his hands to do something 
else he is not educated and knows nothing 
about it; if, however, he makes a start he 
seldom rises to anything. Why despise 
a,griculture in this Colony ? It is preached 
day after day that this is an agricultural 
country and yet nothing is done to educate 
the people along agricultural lines. Govern­
ment is not to blame for that but those 
responsible for the children. They want 
more teachers to teach the three R's, but 
I do not know how much further tlmt will 
take us. That is the kind of education I 
came and met and I find is growing 
all the time without anything being 
brought to the child's mind so as to 
enable him to do some other work in 
future life. That is the gener-al compla,int 
and, I take it, that is what the hon. mover 
of the motion for striking out the items 
had in mind. If this thing is continued 
you are not doing justice to the children. 
Educate them by all means, but educate 
them iu more· than one way so that they 
can make a choice when they grow up. 

The hon. Member on my right (�fr. 
Luckhoo) read a passage from the Educa­
tion Code. I regret to say if that is 
demanded then that provision of the Regu­
lations is not observed in the schools. I 
have every reason to believe that. I see 
the children passing my office daily from 
the school over there (S. Andrew's Scots) 
and hear some of the filthiest language 
used by them on the road. I invite 
any hon. Membel' to come to my office 
when that school is dismissed and hear 
them. They leave the road and go into 
the yards and steal the people's fruits. I 
lrnve had to chase them out of my place 
times without number. If they ar'e edu­
cated to be honest, with. the school but 
fifty yards away they would not go into 
yards to steal. These are thihgs which 
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happen now. I am advocating for better 
protection for the children. Train them 
when they are young so that when they· 
grow older, having been taught agricul­
ture and something else, they can easily 
earn a livelihood. To-day they have no 
choice and so in the end become croppers. 
That is the misfortune. Therefore when a 
Member riRes to speak on education, I do 
not think it should he thrown at him that 
he wants to deprive the masses of educa­
tion. '!.'his vote has been Jlltmnting up 
year after year until it has reached an 
enormous sum. I am glad to see that one 
section of the Press has maintained that 
attitude. This is the wrong system of 
education that we have. It is a part sys­
tem not the whole. Every Director of 
Education who has come here within 
recent years I have spoken to about it, and 
the present Director knows my view that 
we are not educating the children along 
the best lines for their future existence . 

:Mr. SEAFORD : I would like to pre­
face the remarks I am going to make by 
saying that I am in sympathy to a large 
extent with the remarks made by the hon. 
.Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Hum­
phrys). That, does not mean I do not 
believe in education nor in tuition, but I 
do believe that at the present moment 
conditions are such-a war i8 going on a1.J.d 
no one can foresee what the future has in 
store for us-that it is the duty of Govern­
ment wherever possible to conserve and 
save whatever it can to meet whatever may 
crop up this year, next year or some years 
to come. I am not agi�inst education and, 
I am quite sure, the hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara is not against educa­
tion. Perhaps the hon. N orninated Mem­
ber, Mr. Jackson, would like to include me 
in the orbit of his strictures, but I am not 
surprised as I know the hon. Member so 
well. Education is his first love, educii­
tion will be his last love I am sure, and I 
am not too sure that it will not be his onlv 
love. I am certain that what he did say 
was said in the interest of education, ancl 
not that he wished in any way-to use a 
common expression-" to get" at the hon. 
M.erubers.

vVe are not again8t spending money on
education, none of us, but it must be re­
membered that there has been a very large 
increase in the Education vote in this 
Golony, I nae thtJ wat·d II eduMthm" 

because that is at the head of the esti­
mates, although I am afraid there is often 
not only in this Colony but everywhere a 
rather wrong interpretation of education. 
What we do in the Primary Schools is 
more tuition than education. To my mind 
the Government of this Colony has done 
its duty. vVithin the last' five years this 
vote has increased by practically $200,000 
and in that amount I am not taking into 
account the amount of $25,000 as the 
result of the ten per cent. Temporary War 
Bonus. The vote has increased by 45 per 
cent. in the last five years. I do not 
intend to vote against this vote nor am I 
in opposition to it. It would ill-become 
me to speak against it because i know from 
this memornndum and the estimates of two 
estates I am connected with that both are 
building new schools. From that it will 
be seen that we are not opposed in any way 
to education. What is worrying me more 
than anything is that I am afraid that 
tuition is out-stripping the care of health 
condition and social welfare. I feel, sir, 
it is no good sending a child to school and 
teaching it to read and write, which after 
all is the duty of the State to do, unless 
the body of that child is fit. There is an 
old Latin saying which I remember from 
my school days : .M. ens sana in corp ore sano.

I think, sir, that is applicable to-day and 
always will be. I feel, sir, that it is no 
good sending children to school and cram­
ming their heads with a certain amount of 
knowledge and no attention paid to their 
health condition. I am sorry that a cer­
tain portion of this money is not being 
spent on Medical services for the children 
than on cramming their heads. 

vVe must remember that educfLtion i� 
not ·only obtiLined in the schools but to tL 
great extent also in the homes, and unless 
we can see that the conditions in the 
homes are fit so that the children can get 
education there all we do in the schools 
will be to my mind of very little value. 
It is for that reason I feel that the money 
spent on tuition is out-stripping the money 
spent on health conditions. I am sure 
the hon. Director of Medical Services will 
agree with me that our health and housing 
conditions are very much below the stand­
ard they ought to be and which everyone 

· would like to see. 'l.'herefore, I appe�l to
Government that before we go 011 spending
money on tuition to try and consider the
hotiijing oondition11 and the sooia1 welf111·e
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of the people. We are told that if you 
fill your schools you will keep your Courts 
idle. I do not believe that. If vou fill 
your schools and do put the hoo:{es in a 
proper condition it would do so, otherwise 
I do not believe it. Our Prison accom­
modation in the Colony shows that the 
more you spend on tuition the more work 
there is in the Courts. The Criminal 
Session at this time is loJJ.ger than it ha,s 
ever been. J am not saying that education 
will not ,Lffect that. vVh,Lt we have to-day 
in this Colony is not education. \Vere 
you really to educate the children I would 
be prep,Lrecl to a,sk Government to spend a 
great deal more than a,t present. 

. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: We have heard 
about the considernble amount of the 
Education vote. It is a subject upon which 
a great deal more can be �aid, but I would 
like to hear from the hon. Dfrector of 
EduciLtion whether he considers the in­
crease or the vote as it sta,nds at present 
sufticient for the purpose of carrying out 
the system of education which he is there 
to carry out. vV c are told that this in­
crease may be large, but according to the 
iLnswer by the hon. Director of Education 
it may be small in his opinion. If he is 
not s,Ltisficd with the vote ,is it stands at 
present, then it meaus that he himself 
realizes tlmt there is more to be done fol' 
those who are carrying out a 8ystem 
advocated by himself. In other wo1·cls, 
those who are employed by him arc being 
made to p,1y the price of the Bxchequer. 
\Ve may not be in a position to contribute 
more as he would like. vVhy, therefore, 
,d10uld we turn. round and suggest to make 
the employees of that system pay for that 
deficiency? No one can gainsc\y the fact 
that education is a necessity. I think it 
has been decided in. this Council that it is. 
If we turn to certain inst,mces we see ti 

refresher course for teat:hers. That re -
fresher course, as• we are told, is to 
mod<>rnize those persons in the t,rt of 
ten,ching. On the other hm1d we also see 
the hon. Director of Education is fully 
awa,re of the fact tha,t certain teachers arn 
plnced in an interregnum. Those te,Lchers 
are not iu a position to go through a 1·0-

fresher course as thev are bevoncl examin­
ation. age. I take · it that the hon.. 
Director agrees with that. '\Ve are also. 
told that to grant certifil;ates where exam­
inations are not taken and a refresher 
t:our�e i.s difficult to be ti1ken i.t will entail 

further expenditure. vVe have there an 
admission that the vote is not sufficient. 
vVe tLre also told on a supplementary 
vote that a sum lrns to be provided for 
substitutes for teachers granted le,we, but 
it is known to the hon. Director of Educa­
tion that in many cases teachers are 
granted three months' leave, one on full 
pay and the other two months on half pay. 
That is beca.use, I presume, the vote is not 
sutticient. 

Government will have to face the fact if 
it has not already done so. If the system 
which is being adopted is the correct one, 
then there is no doubt as to its being 
continued. If it is correct, then Govern­
ment will have to face the fact and say 
whether money will be forthcoming to 
develop that system to its fullei;t. Is

Government satisfied that the money will 
be forthcoming? If Government is, then 
it is their duty to see tlu1t the money is 
forthcoming to develop thP system to its 
fullest extent; if uot, I am suggesting that 
Government is admitting partial failure of 
its own system. Government is admitting 
that the system obtaining at the present has 
not filled the needs of the community. I 
suggest that is one for their consideration. 
I£ Government is merely goiug to use this 
partial increase of the vote as a " Sop to 
Cerebus," then perhaps the system may be 
revised or reconsidered. It would seem 
that is the fundamenta,l principle which 
Government will have to decide and which 
Government will h,we to face. 

I would also like to hear from the hon. 
Director of EdumLtion whether the procesti 
of the amalgamation of schools is satis­
factory, whether that is not in itself being 
done in order to save expense by the cur­
tailment of additional staffs. I would like 
to hear what he has to say about the 
system of vocational training, whether he 
considers to train the youths in three ye�rs 
Government has done its duty to the com. 
nnmity, and whethi:n· he considers the 
8tate · should there end its duty to the 
citizens of the future. There are several 
other points tlrnt can be made, but again 
I suggest that no one at least no hon. 
Member here--woulcl gt1insay the fact that 
education is a necessity and that necessity 

- must be fulfilled by the Exchequer of the
Colony, which is a matter of serious con­
siderntion for Government so as not to
sustain, as my hon, friend, M'i·. Jackcon i 
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has stated, the strain on the teachers. 
Government is admitting that there is such 
,i strain but that it is not in a position 
to relieve it because of lack of financial 
means. It is the duty of Government in 
such a case to find that money in 01·der to 
staff the schools. If Government cannot, 
then it finds itself on the horns of a dilemma 
as regards what has been brought about 
not by the present regime but by previous 
ones. 

:M:r. DE AGUIAR: '.l.1he view has bePn 
often expressed in this Council and also 
outside of it that an Elected Member 
would be bold indeed if he ever rises from 
his seat to attack this particular vote. 
How that view has come about is of uo 
concern at the moment, but I have risen 

· to express myself not exactly ib the same
terms as the hon. Member for Eastern
Demerara (Mr. Humphrys) but partly
so. I share the views that were so
ably expressed by the hon. N omiuated
Mero ber, .M1·. Dias, and also by the hon.
Member for Georgetown North (Mr.
Seaford). I agree, and I tl,iuk every right­
thinkiug person would agree, that it is an
obligation on the State to educate the 
children of the community, but I think it 
must be agreed also that the system that
we have been trying in this country for so
many years has broken down. As a matter
of fact I venture to suggest it is not a
system at all. As a Member of this Coun­
cil fol'· the past ten yeal's, I have noticed
several Members from time to time rise
from their seats and make suggestions
which they thought would improve the
system. Some of those suggestions have
been adopted and others rejected. To my
mind it seems that our system here is
nothing more than a were patL:hwork. I
gather from the remarks made by the
hon. Member for Eastern I 1emerarn, that
what this Governmeut should consider is
whet.her the community is getting the
maximum benefit for the large amount
that we are spending. I venture to sug­
gest that it is a warning which bas come
at the right time. It is not only a
question that we, as a community, have to
carry ourselves for the dura.tion of the
war, but, if I understand the position
correctly, the vote this year is $610,000,
next yea,l' it will be $650,000 au<l
the following year $700,000. In other
words the vote has to keep on rising under
the present system, and a.pparently there is

nothing to stop it. That is what I would 
like this Government to consider. I am 
not saying that we should not spend 
$500,000, $600,000 0l' $700,000 on educa­
tion but what I do say is that when 
spending such a large amount we are to be 
sure that we are obtaining the maximu,u 
benefit. It is also not a qt1estion as to 
"'bethel' there are sufficient schools in the 
country, or whether there are sufficient 
teachers; or whether the amenities of the 
schools are sufficient for the pupils attend­
ing them. 

I was very disappointed to hear the 
remarks of the hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Jackson, but, if I may use the term, I 
excuse him. As one hon. Member stated, 
education is his first love and his last love, 
but I go further and say the hon. Nomi­
mited Member thinks of educ,ition, sleeps 
,vith education and lives with education 
all the time, ,ind whe11ever ,i Member 
a.ttacks education he must expPct-1 
perso1rnlly do-the 11011. Nomina,ted Mem­
be1· to rise from his seat in noble defence 
of it. Spell-king for myself I feel, sir, the 
same as the hon. :Membe1· for Eastern 
Demernrn 'that the children of this Colony 
must be educated. It is the duty of the 
State anrl therefore it will not be asking 
too mt1ch that the whole system be very 
carefully considered and revised because, 
M I ha.ve said before, the expenditure is 
not stopping at the high figure at whioh it 
is at present. Some hon. �ewbers h,wo 
refened to it as being usual. Our obliga­
tions under the Code will make these 
figures keep rising and, as I said, I will not 
be at all surprised in another year 01· two 
to find that under thi� particulat· head 
Mernbe1 s have to agree to a vote of about 
$700,000. I am going to ask hon. Mem­
bers whether in view of tlmt, th'ey still 
thiuk the matte1· is not one that should be 
raised tit this time with the view of asking 
Governwent to go into the whole system 
so as to afford the maximum benefit to 
the children of the Colony. 

Mr. JACOB: The debate to-day has 
taken a somewhat different turn. I think 
wheu the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerarn raised the question on Fl'iday 
hist he referred to certain inct:eases, but 
the education system genernlly is not 
being discussed. I do uot intend to ,rny 
very mu.ch, but just to retni11<l those lion. 
l\iem):>or:� who ha Ye marle <.;Olli pciris,,us aud 
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to say that to my mind thet'e has not 
been that constructive thought on the 
whole question. It is all very well to 
compare the expenditure of thirty years 
ago with what it is to-day, but the popu­
lation has increased tremendously during 
that period and the plain fact remains 
that there is still 40 per cent. of the 
children of school-going age who are not 
in the schools. If that is a satisfactory 
state of affairs, then it mi1y be advisable 
to attack the s,,stero iLnd refuse the vote. 
But there are otirnr things. It has been 
stated and brought out by the hon. Mem­
ber for E:tstern Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) 
that the Swettenharo Circular prev• ntcd 
large numbers of children from going to 
school, but that has been removed and the 
result must be increased expenditure. 
Then with the advancing times there has 
been better payment for teachers, and that 
has resulted in an enormous increase of 
the vote. 

I do like to say that i' am somewhat 
against the present system, but- if a Com­
mission were to enquire into it I do not 
know tl1at we can go any further. A 
Committee was appointed quite recently 
and, whilst certain members suggested tlrnt 
several subjects on the curriculum should 
very well be placed under secondary 
educat,ion, the majority wern in favout· 
of their remaining on the primary eduea­
tion curriculum. Those are very con­
troversial matters. The pfain fact is, and 
I want to stress it, we want wore schools, 
more teacherR and better supervision. I 
am inclined to agree tlu,t the teachers are 
not doing their very best. I think t,hey 
are being very well pitid to-d,.Ly and want 
bet er supervision so as to get more out of 
them, It must be borne in mind that it is 
an obligatio11 on thi� Government to see 
tlmt the ordimuy child goes to ,;chool and 
gets what education is given there. There 
are certain Members here who feel that 
this additional expenditure for additional 
teachers and a refresher course for teachers 
Rhould not be voted. I feel, sir, that morn 
woney should be voted, as it is the duty 
of the State to see that all children of 
school-going age are kept in school. 

Mr. HUMPHHYS: I do not want 
to speak again on this subject. 1 had 
mt her hoped the hon. Director of Educa­
tion would speak hefore I replied. I 
do not feel in the least disturbed by the 

criticisms, witticisms and attacks by the 
hon. Mr. Jackson or any other Member 
here. I knew perfectly well when I raised 
the subject that I would be attacked aud 
that any Elected �lember who raises the 
question of edueation is going to be 
attacked. I object at having been repre­
sented as saying things I did not say or 
at suggestiom that I mean thiugs I did not 
mean. I made it perfectly clear, and it must 
be obvious to everyone except the feeble­
minded, tlrnt I did not oppose the prin­
ciple of primary edueation as I thought it 
was the duty of the St,Lte to educate 
children. I also made it perfectly clear that 
I w11s not attacking those responsible for 
directinrr education nor attackino- the 

0 · 0 

schoolmasters who, I thought, are working 
quite·conscientiously. Wh>Ltl was attacking 
was the increased expenditure at this time. 
If the hon. Member did not understand 
that was the purpose of my attack, theu I 
say to him that is what I said, what I 
meant and what I will continue to say. 

. It has been said by the hon, Member for 
.North vVestern District(Mr. Jacob), if his 
figures are correct, that 4.0 per cent. of the 
children of school•going age are not being 
accommodated in the schools. \Ve cannot 
meet an expenditure of that kind, and yet 
here we are frittering away another 
$13,000 an<l not solving the prnblem at 
all. I euiirely agree with the remarks of 
Urn hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Dias, 
that expenditure on thi.s sort of educa.tion 
whieh we have is to a great extent useless. 
That has been urged and argued in this 
Council o,;er and over again. At present 
we ha,·e not the monev for vocational 
education or for full prim�ry education. At 
this time we need to conserve every half­
penriy we have for war effort. I say it is 
absolutely wrong to go spending money 
which should not be spe□t at this time. 
The hon. Member for North Western Dis­
trict said there ,Yere two items under the 
Colonial Secretary's Office vote and the 
.A.udjt Department vote which should not 
be t.here. Why did he not attack them? 
If the hon, 1\1.ember knew there were new 
additions and eould be omitted, why did 
he not attack tht:m? He was not 
doing his duty. I did not see them, 
:1ml if they are broughL to my notice now 
and I think Llicy shoulcl not be there 1 
would certt1inly ask Government to re­
commit those items and attack them. 
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What I am attacking is unnecessary ex­
penditure. 

The hon. Mr. Jackson has said it is a 
necessary expenditure I have attacked 
under this head because the schools are in 
need of repairs and the children have no 
where to go and the poor schoolmasters 
are going to get brain fever from mental 
strain and die in i!he Asylum. vVby in 
this particula1· year when we have a war 
on are we told Lha,t in 1941 the teachers 
are g·oiug to get brain fever unles_s another 
$13,000 is given for theil' relief? Why 
shoulu another $600 be spent on re­
fresher courses for teachers? vVhy bring 
it up now? I have no doubt as regards 
the hard working capabilities of these 
sehoolmasters, but another couple of yer,rs 
of hard work will not send them to the 
Asylum nor give them brain fever. I admit 
this expenditure may be necessary to some 
degree. It is all a question of degree. Is 
it of a gre,iter degree of necessity than 
conserving funds fot· war effort? That 
is the whole purpose of my t·emarks. 
vVhich i� more pressing, to use this money 
in order to help \\'ar effort or for the 
relief of the poor and those suffering 
from want, or Lo spend it on education. 
vVhich is more necessary? I am not go­
ing to deal any longer with this ma.tter. I 
have made my position perfectly clear. 

I am entirely in favour of primary 
education within the limits of tlie countrv's 
finances. But we have gone beyond tl;at 

•· point now, and even th..-u we cannot fulfil
what is thought necessary to be done. I
�ay this is no� the time to make any in­
creases at all eithet· under this vote or any 
other. If the hou. Member points to me 
any item under any head the expenditure 
on which it is thought is unnecessary I 
promise him to oppose it vigorously. Gov­
erumeut is ill-ad vised to press these items 
at this time. Here we are spending $13,000 
for two mol'e schools and a number of addi­
tional teachers, which money can be more 
usefully spent in one thousand and more 
other ways in trying to beat the enemy. 
If that enemy succeeds there would be no 
primary education at all. J want ho.n. 
Members to think about that. Primary 
edncation for the children can only go on 
if Great Britain conquers her enemy, and 
not if she loses. It is our duty to see that 
she conquers. It is no good frittering 
away five cents much less $13,000 in this 
way. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Before the hon. 
Director of Education epeaks I would like 
to say just a few words. Perhaps I feel 
myself at liberty to give more information 
on one ot· two points than possibly he can. 
I am not going to attempt any comment 
on the general question of the etlucation 
system, but only to remind hon. Members 
that quite recently we have bad a very 
comprehensive-I may call it expert­
review of the whole education system of 
this and other Colonies by the lloyal 
Commission to the West Indies. Although 
their full report is not yet published, a 
full summary of their conclusions has been 
made public and is in the possession of 
hon. Members, who are therefore able to 
judge from what the Commissioners found 
that thore wa� a great deal they thought 
should be doue to improve the system. 
vVe cannot therefore regard the system as 
being itltogether satisfactory. 

Some hon. Member, I think it is 
the hon. Member for ,vestern Essequebo 
(Mr. 0. V. Wight), hM put it suc­
cinctly tv Government that if it is 
not satisfied thfi.t the system is all it 
should be then it is Governnient's busint-ss 
to reform that system, and if it would cost 
money then it is Govel'llment's business 
further to find the monev. He does not 
suggest how the mon�y is to be found. I 
cannot by any means accept the sugges­
tion that whatever the educational system 
mi1y rPquire for its perfection the ruoney 
must be found fo1· it war or no war. I 
think I tried to explain to hon. Members 
that we have to do without a great many 
things on account of the war, and improve­
ment to the education system and many 
other improvements are counted among 
those things. The Hoyal Commission did 
not take the "whole hog" view of the hon. 
Member for ·western Essequebo; they 
recognized that there was a lin,it beyond 
which the Colony could not be expected 
to go in financing education. They 
planned to set up very large funds from 
which these a�ditional requirements may 
bo financecl, but these things we have to 
postpone or do without on account of the 
war. I would like to point out that 
although 1� great deal has been said in 
criticism of the present education system 
and the Royal Commission have criticised 
it practically, I think I can safely say that 
the improvements which they recomme11d 
involve the expenditure of more money in 
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tha.t direction, more money for the social 
welfare side, more money for equipment,· 
teachers and change of curriculum. 

Several hon. Members referred to the 
great desirability for changing the method 
of education and introducing a. much 
greater element of technical education or 
manual training. I would not call it voca­
tionn,l education. Government as usual 
would entirely agree with that, but one 
great obstacle to that kind of training is 
that it costs much more money and we 
simply have to postpone these things at 
the moment. The information I want to 
give in reply to the suggestion of the hon. 
Membe1· for Eastern Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) 
is th1Lt one of the things recognized in t:on­
sidering the system, one of the first requisi­
ties, is the strengthening of the Inspectorate 
considernbly. That is among the proposals 
put forward for consideration before the 
war. There were other proposals-medical 
examination of tlie children and a number 
of othe1· things-all of which cost money. 
and we were depending upon and hoping 
that the Welfare Fund would have come 
to the assistance of the Colony in provid­
ing that money, All these things we have 
to postpone on account of the war. 

I may mention something 6n vassant
that perhaps hon. Members do not know. 
'.l'here has been a great deal of discussion 
on the q1rnlity of technical training and a 
good deal of criticism of what; is known as 
the Agricultural Bias Scheme. I am say­
ing nothing either for or against that 
scheme, but it was an interesting fact that 
although it does not appear in the sum­
marized report it was picked out by the 
Royal Commission as being among the 
most helpful things in W:est Indian educa-­
tion. They are supposed to be an expert 
body and their opinion may be of interest. 

These small increases which have been 
the subject of discussion of are mat­
ters which, I agree, there is room for 
difference of opinion upon, though at this 
tiine it is a very difficult line to draw 
between what is absolutely necess:1l'y and 
what is not absolutely necessary. I think 
the hon. Member will find it difficult him­
self, as some things may be necessary but 
not absolutely necesstLry. It is a difficult 
line to draw, and most of these things 
reco_mmended if Government formally com­
mi�s itEelf to them it would only be in 

principle. After the war there is no doubt 
that there will be for reaching reorganiza­
tion of the educational system. 

Mr. CREASE (Director of Education): 
:Much has been said about education as the 
result of the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara moving the deletion of certain 
items on the estimates. I do not wish 
to detain this Council for any length of 
time because many of the points I had in 
mind have been covered by previous 
speakers. In reply to the hon. Member 
for Eastern Deme1·a1·a I would like to point 
out that primary education is compulsory 
in this Colony and, so long as this is so, 
Government is unde1· an obligation to 
supply the funds to provide as far as it 
possibly can adequate accommodation, 
equipment and teaching staff, I would 
like to assure hon. Members of this Coun­
cil that before these estimates were sub­
mitted great cttre was taken to see that in 
case of any in�rease only the absolute 
minimum was inserted. "\Ve could have 
asked for much more, but on reviewing the 
present situation it was decided that only 
the abHolute minimum should be asked 
for. Furthet·, these estimates were gone 
thrnugh by the hon. Colonial Secret1Lry 
with the view of seeing whether thPy could 
be further reduced. 

With regard to item 9-" Refresher 
Co11rse to Teachers "-the a.mount asked 
for here is $600. Some two years ago 
with the approval of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies supported by the 
advice of the Advisory Education Com­
mittee in the Colonial Office the Teachers' 

_Training Centre was extended, the
number of students for training being 
increased from 30 to 4 0 for a two-year 
coul'se, and a full-time '.Principal wag 
appointed, It has always been felt that 
the activities of this Centre should not be 
confined entirely to the training of 30 or 
40 students during a certain period. That 
is a very small number when compared 
with the number of teachers on the 
roll of the Colony. It was considered 
very necessary indeed and most esseu­
tial that the activities of the Centre 
should be extended beyond the train­
ing of that number of students, and 
for that reason Refresher Courses were 
instituted by the Principal and first car­
ried out in Georgetown. These courses 
gave instruction in the principles of teach-
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ing and modern methods of tesching to 
various grades of teachers, especially the 
uncertificated class. As a result of these 
courses teachers in Essequebo and Berbice, 
who were noh able to participate in them 
have been pressing the Department to 
hold refresher courses for them. It is 
for 'these teachers principally that we arn 
asking for what is to my mind not a large 
sum in order that they may have an 
opportunity of coming to Georgetown and 
attending the courses along with the other 
teachers. I would like to add that it is 
impossible to carry out the refresher 
courses in any other place than in George• 
town. This $600 will be earmarked to 
pay their travelling expenses-return fare 
-an<! also to give them a very small sub­
sistence allowance while in Georgetown.

With regard to item 10 (2)-" New 
Schools to be established in 1941 "-we 
have received several applications for new 
schools. These have been carefully con­
sidered not only by the Department but 
by the Education Committee, and these 
two instances are the outstanding ones. I11 
one case-Skeldon, Corentyne, is a place 
which has grown tremendously during the 
last four years; at present there is only 
one primary school there which has 
accommodation for about 880 children. 
As the result 6f our investigations we find 
that there are at least 1,500 children of 
school-going age in that vicinity, and 
therefore it is thought very necessary that 
we should supply additional accommodation 
in that locality. The same thing applies 
to the other case of De Kinderen, West 
Coast, Demerarn. The Church of England 
school there does not provide adequate 
accommodation for the school children in 
that area. 

With regard to item 1 0  (3)--"Addi­
tional Teachers "-the sum asked for is to 
provide for 25 Assistant Teacher� and 25 
Pupil Teachers, but here again that num­
ber is totally inadequate to meet the 
number of teachers required in the schools 
throughout the Colony. The average 
attendance for the yeal'l939-1940has 
gone up by 1,197, and the increased 
numbi;r of teachers asked for will only pro­
vide for the increased average attendance. 
The schools are still very much under­
staffed and the number of teaching units 
sho, t at present is somewhere in the 
vicinity of 70. I would like those hon. 

Members, who oppose the increase in the 
number of teachers, to pause fo1· a mom'ent 
and consider if they can-I do not think 
they can; only those who have taught in 
schools are able to sum up the position­
what it is for a teacher who conscienti­
ously does his wol'lc throughout the year 
to tackle day in and day out such large 
classes as I am going to enumerate. This 
is a summary of a paragraph we find in 
the 1938 report of the Director of Educa­
tion. During that year there were no less 
than 12 9 classes with 50 children in each, 
89 classes with 60 in each, 80 classes with 
70 in each, 33 classes with 80 in each, 15 
classes with 90 in each. I have had a con­
siderable amount of experience in teaching 
anrl I say quite frankly that I do not want 
to teach at any time a class of more than 
30 pupils. Wit-h the large classes which 
I have enumerated it is grossly unfai1· to 
the teacher, fo1· he is being taxed beyond 
his limitations. 

With regard to item 10 (4)-" 2 Janitors 
Colonial Schools "-I think the hon. 
_VIember suggested the deletion of this item. 
This I may point out is not a new item. 
It has occurred on the estimates since the 
establishment of Government Sehools­
onc in Broad Street, Georgetown, and one 
one in Essequebo. These· are very large 
Government buildings. 

At this stage the Council adjourned for 
the luneheon recess until 2 p.m. 

2 p.ru.-

Mr. CREASE (resuming): When the 
Committee adjol!rned I had concluded my 
remarks in reply to the hon. Member for 
Eastem Demerara (Mr. Humphrys). After 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Jackson, 
had spoken othe1· hon. Members followed, 
and the trend of the debate took rather 
the form of a discussion on the educa­
tional system of this Colony. Your Ex­
cellency dealt with that matter and there­
fore I do not propose to touch on it 
myself, but with your permission, sir, I 
would like to make one or two observa­
tions with regard to the remarks made by 
various hon. Members. The hon. Member 
for Eastern Berbice (Mr. Luckhoo) stated 
that the average attendance at present 
was 39,600. The latest figure is over 
40,000, and incidentally I would like to 
mention here that during the past l 0 
years the average attendance has risen from 
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27,000 odd to over i0,000. I agree with 
the observation of the hon. Member that 
the Inspectorate 8hould be increased. I 
think those figures support my contention 
because, during that period of 10 years, the 
number of Inspectors has not been in­
creased. The hon. M embeL' also made a 
request to Government that something 
should be done to see that a decenl water 
supply is available in most of the schools. 
He said he had seen children going to 
school with small bottles of watoL A 
considerable amount of progress has been 
made in that direction during the past five 
or six years. I think I am right in saying 
that almost every fully aided school on the 
East Coast :1ml on the main roads in Ber­
bice and Essequebo is now supplied with 
water . from artesian wells. The water 
which children take with them to school 
in bottles is not foi· drinking purposes at 
all. They take the water to school for 
the purpose of cleaning their slates. 
(L:1ugh ter). 

The hon. Nominated .Member, Mr. Dias, 
suggested that more handwork should be 
done in the schools. The hon. Member is 
not present now, but I would like to point 
out that under the new Code which came 
into force on the_ 1st of July, Hl40, pro­
vision has been made for the extension of 
handwork in school. Neither has the 
matter been lost sight of by the Education 
Department. This is evident by the 
Domestic Science Centres and the Hand­
work Centres which have teen established. 
I can safely say by the results shown by 
the girls who attend the primary schools 
sound progress is being made. These girls, 
for instance, make their own uniforms. A 
special feature with respect to Hand work 
Centres is the Trade Centre, Kingston. I 
am convinced that everyPne who has 
visited that Centre will agree with me that 
excellent work is being doue. I do not say, 
of course, that we lmve reacherl the pe"k 
in the establishment of such Centres in 
corrnection with primary school education. 

vViLh regard to Lhe remHrks n.nde by 
the hon. Member for "\V,•sLern Essequebo 
(:Yir. C. V. Wight) I think I am right in 
saying tha,t he refcn, d to examinations in 
connection with the refresher courses 
which ,rn propose to carry  out. I would 
point out that no examination is included 
in these courses; they are simply practical 
courses arranged over a period of three or 

four weeks according to the subjects 
biken. The hon. Member also referred to 
the question of leave regulations. Io. 

this respect the new Code has made a 
tremendous advance on the question of 
leave regulations for teachers. 

As regards the remarks of the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara (Mr. 
De .Aguiar), Your Excellency dealt with 
them in your observations before I spoke. 
There is, however, ju.st one moi·e point 011 

,vhich I would like to have some informa­
tion, and perhaps the hon. Member for 
North Western District (Mr. Jacob) might 
supply it later on. He said that 40 per 
cent. of the children of school-going ,age 
are not attending school. I have not been 
able to check up on this figure, but I 
would very much like to discuss the 
matter with him at some future time so as 
to find out where these children are to be 
found. 

The Committee divided on the motion 
for the deletion of the items, and there 
voted:-

For-Messrs. Humphrys and Walcott.-
2. 

Against-Messrs. Jacob, Jackson, Peer 
Bacehus, Crease, Case, Laing, D'Andrade, 
Austin, Seaford, :Mc Li avid, Luckhoo, 
Dr. Maclennan, Prof. DRsh, Lhe Attorney­
Genen1l and.the Colonial Secretary.-15. 

M"tion lost. 

Item IO-Primary Schools. 

'faE COLONIAL SECRETARY I 
move that sub-item (5)-Temporary War 
Bonus, $25,280-be 1·educed to $23,270 
and transferred under sub-head 11-0ther 
Charges-because several persons are paid 
from that sub-head. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sorue­
thing has been brought to my notice 
which might reuder it necessary for me iit 
a later stage to a�k leave to recommit this 
heftcl. The JLutter is under consideration 
by Government at the present moment. 

Mr.JACOB : With regard to the British 
Guiana Scholar�hip I take it that Govern­
ment will give favourable consideration to 
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any application that may be made for in­
creased allowances to students now abroad 
in view of what is happening at the present 
time, piu·ticularly as regards air raids and 
so on. Representations have been made to 
me in the matte1' but they have not been of 
such a nature as to enable me to put for­
ward definite proposals. 

TuE CHAIRMAN: As far as I know 
Government has not received auy represen­
tatious on that subject. Is the Director 
of Education aware of any? 
. 

Mr. CREASE : No, sir. 

THE CHAil{MAN : When representa­
tions have been rccei ved I shall be pre. 
pared to consider them. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

move the insertion of a new item, 16-
Passage of Headmaster to England, $288. 
The Headmaster will ret,urn to England 011 
the tenninatio11 of his agreement early 
uext year . 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Headmaster 
has given notice of his desire to return to 
Engl�nd on the terminaton of his agree­
ment. He will return to his regular post 
in England. 'l he question of replacing 
him remains to be considered. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

LAnouR AND LocAL GovRmmENT, 
Item (5)-Secretary, District Adminis­

tration, $2,880.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be deleted and that 
sub-item (7) which will be re-numbered (6) 
be amended to read-3 Class I Officers, 
$5,652. T11e intention ill to abolish tile 
post of Secretary to the District Adroin­
istratio11 at the end of this year when the 
present holder of the office retires, and 
instead of replacing him by another 
individual, to increase the number of Class 
I clerks. The duties of Secretary will be 
allocated to one of the clerks in the 
Dc•padment. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to p1·eface 
what I have to say under this head with a 
quotation from the recommendations of 

the Royal Co1Dmission 1938-39, on page 25 
under head 7.-Constitutional and Closer 
Union, paragraph 26 :--

... More and not less, participation by the 
people in the work of government is a real 
necessity for lasting social advancement. 

Fot· several years the Local Government 
Bon.rd or District Administration came 
in for tL great deal of criticism from 
Elected Members. I was very sympa­
thetic-in fact I think I am quite 
safe in sn.yiDg that if I criticized the 
Department I <lid so very construc­
tively. To-day I find myself in the 
poEition that I consider that this Depart­
ment is not filling its desired place in the 
community. I say that for many reasons. 
If we are to have constitutional progress 
here I think it has to begin in the 
villages, and I feel that the people in 
the villages are not gi veD the necessary 
encourngement and help to govern them­
selves. I hiLve in mind representations 
made to me durin!! the hist six months 
from all parts of th; Colony. Unasked and 
unsolicited, villagers have come to me and 
wade various requests, and I have advised 
them from time to time to approach their 
representatives, the District Commission­
ers, or the Commissioner of Labour. In 
sowe cases I have looked into the mattel" 
myself w henitwas not conveDieut to fi11d tlie 
representative of the <livisioJJ. In one or 
two cases the representations have been w 
extensive that I found it verv difficult to 
go on with them. I propose to refer to a 
few cttses to show that t,here is a general 
desire on the part of the villagers to look 
after their own affairs, and I think it would 
be a very good gesture on the part of those 
responsible to a,llow tho,c people an oppor­
tuui ty aud to eneournge them so that in every 
way they will he able to look after their 
own aff,1irs. ·whether that is done or not 
I do not know, but I am left with tbe 
distinet impression that those people are 
not eucouraged in the way they should be. 

I went to a few places, the Demerara 
River district, for instance, and I <till sorry 
that, the hon. Member who re1Hesents that 
district is not present, but I have dis­
cus,;ecl one or two matter� with liirn. 
·vV!iile the vilt,geni "·ere auxiou8 to make
represcn,tatiou., they felt tli,1t represeuta. 
tions made by them would not lie con­
sidered in the light ti at tl,ey have a right 
to make those repre�e11 tati011s. They feel 
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that it would be like trying to suggest 
things which would not be welcome. At 
the last Villa,gc Chairmen's Couference I 
suggested that it was the duty of the 
villagers to see that matters affeetiug the 
villages were conducted in a proper way, 
rind that it was their business to look 
after those representations and make them 
to the proper quarters. I do not know 
whether they are doing so to the extent 
they should, but the faet remains that in 
some cases they are not encouraged. 
Representations were made recently on 
the West Bank of Demerara to the Dis­
trict Commissioner there, and I think 
those representations were not welcome. 
I do not think the matter is quite settled. 
I think the Commissioner of Labour 
knows something about it, but I think I 
can safely say that the parties concerned 
are very anxious to help in the good 
government of the district. 

As regards the Cot·entyne Coast the 
representative of that division is ·here. 
Several representat-ions were made to me 
which I referred to the District Commis­
missioner and the hon. 1\'Iember concerned. 
I lrnve had something to do with vVestern 
Berbice, too. Representations were made 
to me which I referred to th'l hon. Mem­
ber representing the district, and I also 
wrote several letters to the Commissioner 
of Labour. But the worst case of all was 
that of Eastern Demerara-the Golden 
Grove-Nabaclis incident-where I unde1·­
stand the village council has uot functioned 
for the last nine months. I have not been 
able to find out exactly why the council 
has not been functioning. Section 39 of 
the Local Government Ordinance, Chapter 
84, reads as follows :-

39.-(1) In the event of the chairman of a 
village council or country authority not being 
present at the commencement of any meeting 
of the authority or any committee thereof, the 
members present may elect one of their num• 
her to act as chairman of the meeting. 

I think the complaint of the villagers is 
that owing to some legal difficulty the 
Chairman was unseated some time in 
March and up to the present the village 
council h'ls not been functioning. I drew• 
their attention to that section of the 
Ordinance and they said they were au vised 
that �hey could not hold a meeting, 80 

they could uot make repre,entations "s a 
body. 

Tirn CHAIRMAN : Who were thev 
advised by? 

Mr. JACOB: By the Distl:ict Com­
missioner. The district is now adminis­
tered by the District Commissioner and 
the overseer. Recently they made repre. 
sentations to the Chairman of the Local 
Government Board, who is the Colonial 
Secretary, by letters dated the 29th of 
October and the 5th of November, about 
one or two matters, the chief being that of 
a piece of land on which they are paying_ 
an annual rental under licence of occu­
pancy and on which dams -were made up 
at a cost to the village of a sum of $5,000. 
'l'hey said they wanted that land for 
the purpose of growing provisions 
under the Grow More Food Campaign to 
supply the district with ground provisions. 
The land is at the rear of the village. I 
do not know the extent of the area but 
there is a letter in my hand dated the 29th 
of Oetober and addressed to the Chairman 
of the Local Government Board, in which 
it is specifically stated that they wanted the 
land for the purpose of growing more food. 
They are short of laud in the village where 
there is good deal of unemployment, and 
they require the land for the purpose of 
extending their cultivation. They were 
told that a scheme was being carried out 
there with the object of giving them the 
land for cul ti vat ion purposes, but the 
curious thing was that a wire fence was 
put up on the Golden Grove-Nabaclis 
western dam ruuning from north to south 
of the Crowu dam. They feel that it is 
unnecessary to fence land that will be 
used for growing ground provisions, but 
they were not able to get any direct reply 
to their letter, nor were they told that 
the land would be used for any other pur­
pose. l'he fact remains that they 
asked that someoue should visit the 
site and advise them as to the reason why 
a trench running from west to east was 
being dug right across the land because, 
in their opinion, it would interfere with 
the object they have in view. It was not 
until I made strong representations and 
suggested that if a proper explanation was 
not given some of the villagers would take 
legal proceedings to prevent the digging of 
that trench, that something was done in 
the matter. I am pleased to be able to 
s,ty that the Director of Public \liTorks and 
I left Georgetown to see the land, lSut owing 
to heavy rain that d!iy we could not go to 
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the site. I am, however, glad to be able to 
say that the Director explained the positign 
to the villagers that day and he is re-drafting 
the scheme for submission to Government 
with the object the villagers have in view. 
The Director mentioned that when the 
scheme was first drafted it was not done 
with the object of affording the villagers 
the use of the land for the purpose of 
growing more food. It is a long story. 
I am not making any charges, but the 
villagers have been left with the distinct 
impression that the land will not be given 
to them for the cultivation of ground 
provisions. A scheme will be submitted, 
but whether it is within the capacity of 
the Government to put it into operation is 
another matter. 

The point I wish to lay stress on par­
ticularly is the fact that this village is not 
being allowed to govern itself. It has not 
functioned as a village council during the 
last nine months as a result of some 
technicality. Even if there was some flaw 
in the Ordinance I think there was 
sufficient time to pass an enabling Ordi­
nance to allow a village chairman to be 
elected. I cannot imagine that Govern­
ment would allow a village to carry on 
without a council meeting from month 
to month. That is what bas happened at 
G·olden Grove and N abaclis. I have 
brought the matter to the notice of 
Government with the hope that, as recom­
mended by the Royal Commission, 
villagers will be given every opportunity 

-r and facility to govern themselves so thM 
in future they may be well fitted not only 
to govern them,elves and their villages 
hut be able to help in the government of 
the whole Colony. 

)\fr. LAING (Commissioner of Labour 
and Local Government) : The hon. Mem­
ber for North Western District in making 
criticisms of my Department has not been 
hampered in any way by the facts. Of 
course that does make criticism much 
easier, but at, the same time it does not 
enhance the value, if there is any ..-alue in 
such• criticisms. He says that the 
villagers have not been encouraged to 
govern themselves. As a JYiember of this 
Legislative Council I think he should 
know that in 1935 an Ordinance was• passed by this Council whicb gave to the
villa,ges a, two-thirds .ma.jodty on their
councils, 'I'hu.t me��e that the votet'll in

a village district are entitled under 
the existing law to elect two-thirds of the 
membership of the village council. The 
Local Government Board nominates one­
third. If that does not give them an 
opportunity to govern their own affairs in 
the villages well I do not know what would. 
The hon. Member has referred to repre­
sentations not being welcome from the 
Demeran. River and West Bank districts, 
and also from the Corentyne and Western 
Berbice. What those representations 
happen to be I do not know. It appeared 
to be a secret and he has not let us into 
the secret. 

In regard to the position at Golden 
Grove and Nabaclis the hon. Member 
spoke to me on the matter and he also 
received a deputation from the villagers, 
so that I thi11k I am entitled to say that 
he made vet·y c1ose investigation and 
enquiries into that matter before he made 
his remarks in this Council. That being 
so he would know that in the month of 
July the villagers met me a.fte1· having 
previously met the District Commissioner, 
and we went very carefully into the whole 
matter. The whole scheme was explained 
to them. It was carefully explained to 
them that if they wished the land for 
agricultural purposes they would have to 
satisfy themselves as to the suitability of 
the soil and whether adequate drainage 
was available. Following upon that dis­
cussion the villagers held a meeting in the 
village, and if the hon. Member wishes to 
1 efer to the report in the local Press iu 
July he will see exactly what transpired. 
But I say this must all be within his 
knowledge although, of course, he omitted 
to tell the Council. The hon. Member 
savs that the scheme was for the cnlti va­
ti�n of ground provisions. J think he 
knows perfectly well from his discussions 
with me and with the Director of Public 
Works, that the object of the scheme was 
to collect surplus water in the particular 
area so as to prevent damage being done 
to the Crown dams of the village8 and 
estates in that area.. The scheme was not 
designed for cultivation purposes whatso­
ever. 

'l'lie hon, Member expressed surpriie 
tlrn,t new dams should be protected 
by fencing. He knows as an old colonist 
the damage that b done to dama by cattle, 
If he doe� not I eubmit he �hculd know, 
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and I think the Public Works Department 
was perfectly correct in fencing those new 
works, having regard to the expenditure 
of money involved. The hon. Member 
further states that although he ma.de 
strong representations nothing wo.s done 
in the matter. The hon. Member knows 
perfectly well th1it I recEiived more than 
one deputation from the villitge and that 
everything wns explu.ined · to them. .He 
knows also tl111t I told hi!ll over the tele­
phone llverything thu.t had been told to 
the villagers, and to come hP.re and say 
that nothing was done although he made 
strong representations is not in accord­
nnce with the facts. 

Mr. JACOB: I should llke to join 
issue with my hon. friend on his statement 
that it is right and proper to have a new 
dam fenced. The villagers have no cattle 
in the nrea; it is not ia,tended to put 
cattle there, und it see.ms p11.rtic11larly 
strange that a very costly and well erected 
wire fence should be put up in that area. 
That bas not l,een explained at all. The 
letter of the 29th of October addres;ed by 
tbe villa.gers to the Chairman of the Local 
Government Boar<l stated exactly what 
the land was required for, but it has not 
been a.nswered up to now. From their 
point of view the whole thing appears t·o 
be a secret also. 

TnE CHAIH.M.AN: Are they paying 
for the fence ? 

Mr. JACOB: No, sir, but their laud 
has been fenced and they have a distiuct 
foeling-

THE CHAIRMAN: It is very hard on 
them! 

Mr. JACOB : They believe the land will 
be used for cnttle-grazing purposes wltile 
they want it to grow more food. That is 
their contention, n.nd I do not think the 
expl 1ination offered has been very satis­
fa.cto1'5'. 

Mr. LAING: Perhaps the hon. ;Mem­
ber did not hear roe when I said that 
deputtition was l'eceived by me and that a 
the whole scheme had been explained to 
them. They said they wanted the land 
fo1· agricultural purposes and I told them 
that Wl\8 po11sible if tho soil a.nd dn1.inago 
wer11 sultu.blG, 

Mr. JACOB: I am glad to think thab 
the villagers can expect to plant food on 
that land. 

Item (21) renumbered (20)-9 Rangers 
-1 at $450 by $30 to $600; 8 at $288 by
$24 to $480-$3,996.

TJIE COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY :• I 
move that this item be amended to reo.d :-
7 Rangers-1 at $-!50 by $30 to $600; 5 
at $288 by $24 to $480-$3,228. The 
reason for this is that the Department of 
Lands n,nd Mines is going to tnko chn,r"e 
of the supon-ision of the timber operM;io�s 
on the Essequebo Coast. It is for this 
purpose that an additional Ranger has been 
asked for to be shown under the Depart­
ment of Lands and Mines. 

Item as amended put, ttnd agreed to. 

Item (25) renumbered (24-)-Crews and 
Boathands, $7,322. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be reduced to $6,842 
so us to link up with the items to which I 
have just referred. 

Item as amended put, an•d agreed to. 

. Item (35) renumbered (34)-Tempornrv 
War Boons, $2,310. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: T 
move thn.t, this item be reduced ·to $ii, lSG 
consequent on t.he reduction of thrJ munber 
of Rangers. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 7-House rent, $J20. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be incl'eased to $570 
to enable the Land Officer !Lb Barticn to 
rent quarters for 10 months. It is im· 
possible for him to occun the, present 
qua.rters. 

Item as n.mcncled put, and agree.cl to . 

T1rn COLONIAL SEORETAHY: I 
move the insertion of a uew item, :H­
Purchase of a calcul!tLincr n:iachine, $140, 
This m0,chine is requir�d as a Jnbo?r· 
savincr device und as a means of ensupllg"' 
accurncy. 

Item &21•ijc,1 to, 
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LANDS A.ND MINES DEP.A.R'l'MENT • • 

Item (23)-2 Rangers-I at $450 x $30 
to $600; 1 at $2S8 x $24: to $4S0-$1,020. 

'.J.'JJE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
!llOl'e t;bat this item be amended to read:­
-l R1tngers-l at $450 x $30 to $600 ; 3 at
$288 x $2.J: to $-!S0-$1,78S. I- have 
nlreacly given tho rcnson for this. · It is 
considel'ed essential tha� greater super­
risiou should be exercised on the E,sse­
quebo Coast iu connection with timber. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

l\'Ir. C. V. 'WIGHT: I �.m asking Gov­
ernment undo\' this head to re-consider the 
question of the sale of Crown lands. In 
tho O.fficial �ozette of August 20, 1939, it 
was published that Government would re­
cousidel' the quest.ion of the sale·of Crown 
lnnds, but I notice from the comparative 
statement of l'eve11ue on page 46 of the 
Estimate that the amount of revenue an­
ticipated from the sale of Crown lauds in 
1941 has been further reduced bv $100. 
I quite appreciate that on the la�t occasion 
on which I 1·aised this question the 
'freasurer referred to the fact that the 
Colony has been losing a considerable 
itmount of revenue. In these days when 
we need all the rc,enue we can get, if Gov­
ernment would revert to the policy of selling 
Crown lancls with the necessary reservations 
as to oil and mineral rights it would' be 
able to obtain lt considerable amount of 
ready cash. It seems to me to be a i.-ather 
short-sighted policy, especially in view of 
the existence of certain lands on the East 

• Coast ou which the proprietors have
machinery, houses and cultivation, and I
am sure that if they were given the oppor­
tunity they would be only too willing to
purchase the available Crown lands. I
think Q OVCl'illlle�t shoulcl fix the price per
acre.

Tn E CHAIRMAN : What land is the
hou. Member 1:cferrin()' to?"' 

'M1·. WIGH'l': Lands on the East Coast
from Kitty to Mahaica, extending from
the railwlty line to tho public roacl, on
Which houses and factories have been built.
I am suro the proprietors of those estates
Would be willing to pure.base those lands if
they were given the opportunity.

n:rn CHAIRMAN : Do you mean the
lands for which rental is paid ?

Mr. WIGHT: They are held under 
licence. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I have ·never had 
any request for purchase of those lands. 
It seems to me tJ1at the holders are quite 
content. 

Mr. WIGHT: I am making the sugges­
tion in view of the notice published by 
Government. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If the hon. 1\fem­
he1· is referring to sugar estate lands, those 
la.nds have been held under title for a.very 
long time. I do not think: it has any bear­
ing on these lands. 

Mr. WIGHT: I am suggesting that if 
opportunity was given for the purchase 
of those lands the bqlders might be 
willing to purchase them. I am not say­
ing that they would. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It would raise a 
very large question which would be 
extremely interesting. 

. Mr: .. WIGHT: I am awa.ro of certain 
negotiations that are going on 1rith regard 
to ced,ain front lands. I do not think 
Government gets · very much rent from 
those lands under the licences of occupancy. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Do wo get any 
rent? 

Mr. WIGHT: I think Government gets 
rental under the licences of occupancy. I 
know of one or two places where the pro­
prietors would, if given the opportunity, 
acquire certain lands now held under le:tsc. 
Apart from the Pomeroon I know there 
are other districts fron:f which certain 
representations have been made. I may 
take this opportunity to say tho,t the 
Commissioner of Lauds and :Mines ha5 
been rather helpful in opening certain 
areas of that kind and gn1nti11g cert..ti:n 
facilities, but if his hands were unfettered 
with regard to the sale of Crown lands 
Government would be able to have some 
ready cash. 

THE CH,AIRl'lf.AN: I do not think 
this is the time to go into a vcl'y long dis­
cussion which would be necessnl'y to deal 
with a matter of that kind. 

Mr. WALCOTT: If I follow the hon 
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Member correctly he thinks that the front 
lands of the sugar estates on the East and 
vVest Coasts and in Berbice a.re Crown 
lands. They are not ; they are freehold. 

Mr. WIGHT: There are certain areas 
from Kitty upwards, extending from the 
ra.ilway line backwu.rds, which .Lre held 
under licences of occupancy. Freehold 
property extends from the railway line to 
the public road. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I do not think that 
is quite correct. 

Mr. AUSTIN: If the hon. Member is 
referring to the East Coast estates, there 
are certain lands held under licence of 
occupancy for which rental is paid, but 
most of it is savannah land and bu.dly 
drained, so much so tha.t even cu.ttle can­
not graze there. There are back h,nds on 
the lower East Coast and higher lands 
from Plaisance onwards, but those la.nds 
are taken up with cane or farmers' pro­
visions. There is no land on the lower 
East Coast which could be occupied or 
bought by any sensible individual. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I will go a little fur­
ther. I think I understood the hon. Mem­
ber to refer also to titles held in the 
Colony. The late Sir Gordon Guggisbcrg 
went into that matter very closely n.nd I 
remember distinctly his telling us that he 
thought the sugar e:5tates of the Colony, 
whilst holding lots of land under special 
conditions from the Imperial Government, 
were not holding them as correctly o.s they 
should, and if he had lived I am sure he 
would have introduced an Ordinance to 
give them .possession of those lands out­
right. It is wrong that people who have 
expended so much money fol' so many 
vears should still have a doubt over their 
title to the lands they occupy, and I do 
think it would be well to consider whether 
they should not be given complete title to 
those lands. If we tried to sell any of 
those estates in England they would not be 
worth anything. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I do not know 
what was or was not in the mind of my 
predecessor, but I have never received any 
representation on this subject since I 
have been here, nor ho.ve I come across 
any record of such representation. I£ 
they were ma.de very careful consideration 

me""""Wn-o�sc-rreme-rrairrre.nt7llitp.la1neat
o 

them. They said they wanted the land 
for agricultural purposes and I told them 
that was possible if the soil and dnLinage 
we1·e 11uita.ble, 

would have to be given to the whole 
position. 

Tm, COLONIAL SEUH.E'l'ARY: .Dur­
ing Lhe last anrnrnl session when Your 
Excellency w,u; away the hon. Member 
raised thi:; very point. I wtis not then 
aware that Government htLd quite recently 
considerer! the policy u.s to whether lands 
should be sold or people Hhould t11ko out 
long lease,;, ancl J did give an undertaking 
that the quosti 011 of salf' would be considered. 
I discovered that som.e time efl.rlv in 1938, 
or towards the encl of 1937, tho ;1atter was 
considered l.Jy the Executive Couucil and 
the decision was tlrnt for tho time being !Lt 
any rate Crown lands should not be sold, 
but that prr�ons should be granted long • 
leases instead. There had been a great 
deal of trouble with rt>gard to vo.rious par­
cels of land t;ho 01rners of which had gone 
back to Intlia, 1incl Government could not 
take any action with regard to them. All 
of thJ.t I discovered after tho last annual 
session, anrl I put the papers before the 
Acting Governor. It is quite clear that 
tho matter was rl'centh- considered and it 
was thou�ht, inadvis,ible to make any 
change at the present time. 

Mr. vVIGHT: I am asking whether 
Government would not re-consider the 
matter. It is verv difficult to obtain a 
mortgage on leased tmds or to offer them 
as security. Nobody would lend money on 
leased land; it, is prnctically impossible to 
borrow money on a !l9-year lease. I am 
asking Go1•ern111cnt to consider the advis- ' 
ability of allowing cert::iin people to obtain 
freehold title to those lands in order that 
they may be able to borrow money on 
them and help iu the general policy of 
Government. 

' Tim CHAIRMAN: I think the whole 
subject goc� very much further tho.n the 
hon. Member has any idea of. I suggest 
that he should discuss it with the Commis­
sioner of Lands o.nd Mines. It is a matter 
of very far-reaching policy and has to be 
gone into thoroughly with the new West 
Indian Comptroller before any change of 
policy is adopted. It has nothing what­
ever to do with revenue. Revenue con­
siderations had no part in the decision. 
To explain the whole situation would take 
a very long time. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to be en-

-···-··�=This machine is required as a labour-saving device and as a means of ensuringaccuracy. 

Item agreed to, 
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lightened on one point-whether it is a 
fact that the lands between Kitty and Ogle, 
extending from the railway line to the 
public roa.d, are held under licence of 
occupancy by the people who now occupy 
them. 

Mr. AUSTIN: 'l'hat pnrticular block 
of land is owned bv an. estate ca.Heel the 
Corcntyne Sugar ·co., Ltd., as freehold 
property. 

Mr. JACOB: I think that is one of the 
pieces of land the hon. Member was refer­
ring to, and I think even the lands behind 
the railway line for a distance of 750 rods 
are owned by transport. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I suggest that 
before matters of this kind are brought 
up the hon. Members concerned should 
have it perfectly clear in their minds wluit 
they are referring to, because it is· very 
difficult to deal with them in a slipshod 
way. 

Mr. WIGHT: I am clear in my mind; 
I mn referring to the lands behind the 
railway line ,md not the lands to which 
the hon. Member fo1· North Wes tern Dis-

• trict (Mr. Jacob) is referring. I have
taken the trouble to go to the Department
of Lands iind Mines and ask to be supplied
with ,L list of the occupants, the licences of
occupancy and the leases of the lands
between Kitty and Mahaicony. I am
referring to the lands from the rail way
line backwards, not the lands from the
railway line to the public road. The lands
behind the railway line are not all free­
hold.

THE CHAIRMAN : 'Further considera­
tion will have to be given to the matter 
before any change of policy can be adopted. 

Item (25)-Boats' Crews, $3,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased to $4,940. 

Mr. JACOB: The hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara (Mr. Humphrys) is very 
keen on opposing new items. I notice 
that we have passed item (10) which is a 
new post carrying a salary of $1,716. I 
do not know whether we can afford three 
new posts in this Depa_:rtment. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Pl:lr-

haps I can save time by referriug the hon. 
Member to the explanatory memorandum 
where the reasons for theile new posts are 
all set out. The Department has 
undoubtedlv been under-staffed in the past 
and there ··has been a leakage of revenue 
due, no doubt, to the shorfaige of staff. It 
is proposed to increase the staff by one 
ofticer. I think the reasons given will 
satisfy most hon. Members tlrnt it will 
be money well spent. This is a, revenue­
uollecting Department. 

Mr. JACOB : I am grateful for the 
expbnation hut I was simply reminding 
the hon. .Member for Eastern Demerara 
th�1t he said he was prepared to oppose 
a,ny new item unless he got ti satisfactory
explanation. 

• 

•.rnE CHAIRMAN : I really do not 
think that is necessary. 

· 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am also m 
favour of the increase. 

Item as amended, put and agt·eed to. 

Item (29)-TemporaryWar Bonus, $700. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be increased to $921. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 2-Transport and Travelling-(a) 
Travelling allowances, $1,500; (b) Subsis­
tence allowances, $2,430; (c) Transport of 
goods, $500-$'1 ,430. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be amended to read:­
Transport and Travelling-(a) Travelling 
allowances, $1,518; (b) Subsistence allow­
ances, $3,180; (c) Transport of goods, 
$500-$5,198. The reason is that there 
is bound to be an increase owing to the 
fact that the work in Essequebo is to he 
done by the Department of Lands and 
Mines. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: It does seem strange 
that subsistence should go up by such a 
large figure. 'l'here must be some other 
explanation than the one given by the 
Colonial Secretary, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : My 
explanation is correct. It is in connection 
with the work in Essequebo The officers 
will be away for a considerable period and 
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they draw subsistence allowances accord­
ing to the Regulations. There is very 
little additional travelling to be done, and 
if occasionally they have to travel it 
will be by the Transport lleJJartment's 
steameni. Land OJ:liceri; have to be aw:.Ly 
from headquarters and they drnw subsis­
tence allowances according to the Regula­
tions. 

l\Ir. DE AGUIAR: I do not follow thiLt 
argument. The officers either trnvel or 
they do not travel. 

'l1BE CHAIRMAN: They may travel 
without drawing travelling allowances. ,\n 
officer travelling in his own boa.t does not 
draw a travelling allowance. He might be 
away for three months and not draw any 
travelling. 

Mr. DB AGUIAR: The officers either 
travelled before and did not receive sub­
sistence allowances, or they are going to 
do the same amount of travelling now and 
receive subsistence allowances. 

l'uE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There 
are two new posts. T,110 more Rangers arc 
going to do the work in this Departmc11t. 

TH�: CHAIRMAN: It is an attempt 
to tighten up the collection of revenue. 

Mr. Di, AGUIAR: I was thinking 
there was some error in the calculation. 

THE CHAIRMAN : This is where the 
increased expenditure on tn.velling 
referred to by the hon. Member comes in. 

Item as amended put, and a.greed to. 

THB COLONIAL 8ECRETARY: I 
move tlmL item� 12 and 13 be re-numbered 
14 and 15 and that a new item U be in­
serted u.s follows :-Contribution towards 
trnvelling expenses of the Missionaries at 
Cabitcaburi .u1d Moruca £o1· performing 
duties in connection with Aboriginal 
Indians-$260. Of this sum $180 will go 
to the Anglican mission at Cab1Lcaburi and 
$80 to the Roman Catholic mission at 
Moruca. Those figures have been arrived 
ttt after consultatiou with the denomina­
tions to which 1 have referred. I also 
move the i11sertion of a new item, 13-
Rent for quarters, $400. 

Items put, rn1d tigrecd to. 

Item 13 renumbered 15-Geological 
Survey, $9,541. 

'l'm: COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY : I 
move that this item be increased to 
$11,:J42. This item has been transferred 
from head XL \TII.-Colonial Develop- • 
ment Fund Schemes. 

Item as a.mended put, and agreed to. 

TrrE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : 
that two officers will 
not there before. 

. . . . 1 move the insertion of a new item, 16-N °
1
, it u;

h
sunp Y Cabin launch and engine, $6,000. be t iere w o were 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 3-Maintenance of vVater Trans­
port, $200. 

T1-1E COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be increased by $u0 
to $250. 

Item as amended put, and agreed to. 

Item 6-Materials, equipment and 
instruments, $2,600. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be increased by $450 
and carried out at $3,050. More gasolene 
will have. to be purchiLsed for the trans­
port of the equipment. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Is the launch to 
be built locally or imported ? 

1'm: COLONIAL SECRETARY: It 
will be built loMlly. There will be a 
8enior officer of the Department stationed 
at Bartica and it will be necessary for him 
aud his RtLnger to do a great deal of 
travelling while supervising the timber 
work up there. I am advised that it is 
proposed that the launch should be built 
locally. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I have heard so 
much about this timber that I looked to 
see how much royalty Government expects 
to collect. I observe that it is anticipated 
that we will collect $8,000 more, but I 
think we have gone ove1· $15,000 already 
on the opposite side of the sheet. 

,. 
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THE COLONIAL SECRET.ARY: 
Government has given very careful con­
sideration to this matter. It 1s unfortu­
nate that it was not possible to consi<ler 
the proposals before the annual session 
and so avoid these doubts in hon. Members' 
minds. It was felt that the collection of 
revenue should be tightened up, and this 
scheme was put up by the Head of the 
Department who has had considerable 
experience elsewhere. It is felt that a 
great deal of revenue would be collected 
if there was increased supervi�ion. I hope 
that the increase will be a great deal more 
than the figure mentioned. Regulations 
have been provided, and it is hoped they 
will soon be in force, to enable better con­
trol in Georgetown as well as the collection 
of revenue from timber. The Conservator 
of Forests explained that at a recent 
meeting of the Council. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I think I am correct 
in saying that last year we were promised 
regulations for timber control which have 
not yet appeared. I think it is with the 
intention of putting that into effect that 
th1tse extra amounts are asked for now. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I ,vas hoping to 
hear whether the engine of the launch will 
be of British or foreign origin, but I have 
not heard anything about that. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am in favour of 
expenditure when it means increased· 
revenue. I, however, think $6,000 is quite 
a large sum for a launch. Is it to have a 
dining room'? 

Mr. SEAFORD : I do not think the 
hon. Member has eve1· crossed from 
Lep;uan to "\V akenaam in rough weather. 
Even so he would not like to travel in a, 
small launch. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Yes, I have. I am 
not opposing it but I am wondering 
whether it i� not an extravagant estimate. 

Mr. 0. V. WIGH1': I am not opposing 
the item, provided the launch is built 
locally. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If it 
is built by the Transport Department it 
will mean that the money will go from one 
pocket into 11.nothel·. 

Item put, tmd ag1·eed to, 

' 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a new item, 17 -
Bateau and outboard engine, $320. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

LAW OFFICERS. 

Mr. JACOB: Sir, I have in my hand a 
copy of the British Guiana Civil Service 
List published on the 1st January, 1940, 
and compiled in the Colonial Secretary'1, 
Office. On page 125 I see under " Law 
Officers, Attorney-General's Chambers," 
provision for an Attorney-General, Assis­
tant Attorney-General, �ind a Crown Coun­
sel. On page 126 I see "Clerk to the 
Attorney-General: de Freitas, Iris, B.A., 
B.O.L. (Oxon), LL.B. (Wales)." I think 
it is within the knowledge of every hon. 
Member in this Council that this is not 
the correct name of this officer of the 
Civil Service. ·when I look at the fol­
lowing name I notice "Class III. Clerk : 
Adamson, Mrs. Elaine Maud (nee Kelly)." 
In the case of the Clerk to the Attorney­
General it is well known that Iris 
de Freitas is not the correct name of 
that officer. 

I gave notice of certain questions at the 
opening of the session but I have received no 
reply up to the present. If a reply had been 
received and it was satisfactory, the 
painful duty might, not have fallen on me 
to refer to this matter. Replies to ques­
tions generally have been very unsatisfac­
tory. I was told here by the Treasure1· a 
couple of clays ago that certain questions 
asked by me were referred to the Chairman 
of the Rice Producers Advisory Commit -
tee in September, and although my resig­
nation from that Committee was dated 
October the replies were not sent to me 
owing to a misunderstanding or omission. 
Up to the present the replies have not 
been sent, and I do ask Government to 
expedite the replies to questions so that 
Members might be sR.tisfied, when they ask 
questions, that Government has taken 
notice of them. 

I do not think it is desirable, especiallv 
where the administration of justice is con­
cerned, that there should be relatives em­
ployed in the same office. I do not think 
a husband and wife, or other persons con­
nected by man-iage and othe1·wise, should 
be employed in the ija,me office, and more 

•I 
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especially in the office of the Law Officers. 
The matter having been drawn to the 
attention of Government I take it that the 
position will be remedied. 

'fHE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hon. Member says that the names of two 
persons in the Law Officers Department fLre 
not con-ect. I am quite unable to agree that 
they are not correct. As far as I am aware 
they are perfectly correct. In one case the 
lady has always been employed under the 
name mentioned. I do not know if the hon. 
Member thinks thu,t a married woman has 
not the right to use her maiden name. She 
has a perfect right to do so if she so 
desires. It is quite obvious in one case 
that she does so, because her diplomas are 
in her maiden name. 

Mr. JACOB : I referred to one name 
as being correct-that of Mrs. Adamson. 

THE A'fTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
the hon. Member's p,udon for the mis­
understanding. I may tell the Council that 
Mrs. Adamson has always been known in the 
Department as Miss Kelly, and that caused 
the confu:;ion in my mind. (Laughter). In 
the case of the other officer, she has a per­
fect right to use her maiden name. Her 
University diplomas are in that name; she 
was called to the Bar in that name, and she 
appears in the Law List in th,1t name. 
Her va,rious other qualifications appear in 
her maiden 1mme and it would mean a 
considerable expenditure of time and trou­
ble to have them fLltered, She doubtless 
thinks it is not worth the trouble, especially 
as she is legally jw;tified in retaining her 
maiden name fo"J: professional purposes. As 
far as I am aware that is the almost 
invariable custom at the Bar. Female 
barristers practising in England have, with 
one exception, I believe, all retained their 
maiden names. 

With regard to the questions asked by the 
hon. Member I saw them in the newspapers 
on the second day of the session but, as far 
.1s I fLm concerned, I saw them on my desk 
in chambers for the first time this morn­
ing. I am not saying that they may not 
have been in my chambers before then. 
The hon. Member will get the answers in 
due course. The hon. Member mentioned 
something about other relatives in the 
sa.me office. So fat· as I am a.ware there 
a.re no other relt\tive5 in the office. With• 

out further explanation I am afraid I can­
not answer him. He also referred to con­
nection by marriage or otherwise. That 
also I cannot answer. I am afraid he is 
most unhelpful this afternoon. (Laughter). 

Finally the hon. Member expressed the 
personal view that it is wrong that a hus­
band and wife should be in the same office. 
In fact they are not in the same office ; 
they are in the same chambers but in 
different offices, and !'know of 1:10 rca�on 
at all why they should not be. All legal 
practitioners present know that it is a 
very common thing to have several members 
of one family in legal chambers. It is rather 
preferred that way than otherwise, imd 
only this week in a legal practitioners' 
paper I read of a presentation to a chief 
clerk and his wife in England who had 
been in those chambers for over 64 years. 
"What is good enough for England is good 
enough for us here. 

Mr. JACOB: In a .small communitv 
like British Guiana I rlo not think it {s 
desirable at all. I do not express my 
personal opinion only. I know that the 
matter has been commented on very largely 
in the Colony, lmt if Governr:n-ent thinks it 
is desirable then the matter rests there. 

Further I have the case of a Mrs. 
Sargeant who was employed as a nurse in 
Georgetown between 1919 and 1928 when she 
was transferred to :M abaruma. She served 
there until September, 1937, when she ob­
tained leave, came to Georgetown, got mar­
ried and returner1 to JYialmruma in 0<.;tober 
the same year. Immediately as she arrived 
she Wi,S handed her dismissal. Perhaps that 
is also correct, but both cannot be correct. 
In the case of nurses and other officers in 
the Service, immediately .after they are 
manied their services are terminated. I 
wish it to be understood that I am refer­
ring to this matter in principle and not 
from a personal standpoint at all. 

I think it will be admitted that in this 
Colony there are a good many lawyers, 
qualified men, who would be very glad to 
obtain a position in the Government 
service. To say .that it is not possible to 
:find someone to fill the place of ,1n officer 
who gets married I do not agree. Again 
it is within the Governor's province to say 
who should and who should not be kept in 
the Servioe, a-nd ifthe Governor i·uleij that 

' 
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this lady should be kept in the Service we 
cannot say anything further on the point. 
On the whole I feel that it is not desirable, 
in a Colony like British Guiana, that such 
a state of affajrs should be allowed to 
continue. Comments were made from 
time to time when Mr. Brazao was acting as 
Magistrate, that his wife was employed in 
the Attorney-General's Office and therefore 
was in a position to know what was going 
on at the head office while he was a Magis­
trate directly under His Majesty's Attor­
ney-General. Rather than being improved 
the position has been aggravated. Perhaps 
a screen divides them, but the fact remains 
that they are in the same office. If Gov­
ernment intends to justify that position I 
cannot say anything more about it. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: If the hon. Mem­
ber had left out personalities no doubt I 
would have joined him in attacking in 
principle the differentiation between cer­
tain married women who are asked to leave 
the Service and others who are allowed to 
remain. If the hon. Member had 
approached the question in that manner 
he would have had my support. He would 
have my support if he is prepared to adopt 
the - procedure I have suggested, by asking 
Government why should certain women 
who are married be allowed to remain in 
the Se1·vice while others are called upon 
to resign on marriage ? A great deal of 
hardship has been caused. I know of one 
or two cases but I will not mention 
individual cases because personalities are 
better left out in certain cases. There are 
several instances in which a young man in 
the Service receiving a sa.lary of a few 
dollars married a lady in the Service, and 
their combined salaries might allow them 
to live fairly comfortably, but the lady 
was called upon to resign after marriage. 
There have been cases of that sort, but my 
way of dealing with such rna.tters is to 
approach the Hea.d of the Department 
before making anything public. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
have stated many times before but I will 
state it once more for the benefit of the 
last two speakers who probably were not 
in their places on those occasions, that 
there are certain female officers in the 
Service who joined it before the year 1928 
or 1930-I am not quite sui·e which is the 
yea.i·-and cannot be called upon to resign 
Cln m11,n-ili.1301 but they wore �iv@n tfi@ 

opportunity last year, if they wished to g9
within 12 months after the passing l'.lf a 
certain Ordinance, to do so, in which case 
they would be granted a gratuity. They 
could not be called upon to retire within 
that time. 

I do not know of the case referred to bv 
the hon. Member for North '..V ester;1 
District (Mr. Jacob), but I expect he will 
find that the person concerned joined the 
Service after that particular date, and 
Government has required all female clerks 
who joined after that time to leave the 
Service on getting married. I thought I 
had made that clear on seTera.l occasions. 
Government cannot require the lady 
referred to by the hon. Member to resign 
because the new rule does not affect her. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I quite a,ppreciate 
what the Colonial Secretary has said, but 
why should Government choose any par. 
ticular year ?

Item 3-Fee to Counsel for prosecuting 
at Criminal Sessions, $150. 

Mr. JACOB: I have questioned this 
item time and again and I will continue to 
raise it. I hope I shall not be accused of 
trying to get a position or wanting to get 
one of these posts. I have expressed the 
opinion on more than one occasion that it 
is highly undesirable for a Member of this 
Council to be employed by Government to 
prosecute on behalf of the Crown. When 
I raised the question in respect of the 
hon. Member for New Amsterdam (Mr. 
Woolford) I was informed that King's 
Counsel cannot refuse an appointment, 
especially from yovernment. There may be 
some slight justification for that, and when 
the hon. Member for Eastern Demerara 
(Mr. Humphrys) was appointed to prose­
cute on behalf of the Crown on a 
few occasions the same principle applied 
and no action was taken. Now that prin­
ciple has been upset. The hon. Member 
for Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) 
ha.s been appointed to prosecute on behalf 
of the Crown. He is not one of His 
Majesty's Counsel but he has in fact 
prosecuted on behalf of the Crown, and 
the question has not been answered again. 
I say definitely and distinctly, and I hope 
i, test will be made of it in the Supreme 
Court, that Gcmirnmant ought noli to 
enfilour�G<J 1Jh01J0 @VMioH� �ll!Lt 01.'Hmr from 
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time to time. If a Member represents a 
constituency he should not be asked to 
give sArvices to Government for remunera­
tion. In very special circumstances an 
exception might be made, but in this par­
ticular case I can see no special circum­
stances or any justification for it. 

THR CHAIRMAN : That principle 
would not apply if members of a Board 
were paid? I understand that a suggestion 
was ma.de that all members of Hoards 
should be p1.1.id. 

Mr. JACOB: We are hoping that the 
Constitution will be changed, but pending 
a change in the Constitution these things 
should not be done. If, of course, it is 
desirable in the public interest,-o.nd it has 
happened in the past when special legis­
lation was paAsed enabling certain things 
to be done,-that is another matter. I am 
not a lawyer but I have had legal opinion, 
and I have been told by very eminent 
lawyers that it is a distinct breo.ch of the 
Constitution Order in Council. Govern­
ment has been�dvised that it is no breach 
of the law. I hope the matter will be put 
to the test in the Supreme Court and some 
ruling given on it. The question is that it 
is not desirable even if there is legal justi­
fication for it. It is not desirable that a 
Member of the Council should do anything 
for Government and receive remuneration, 
whether it is $1 or $1,000. I am con­
cerned with the principle. I raised the 
question the· first year I entered this Legis­
lature and I will continue to i-a.ise it. 
The matter is somuwhat delicate• but it iH 
not right in principlt:i. That is all I am 
goiug to say. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would like to reply to the last question 
raised by the hon. Member for \Vestern 
Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight). A date 
was fixed by Circular issued in 1928 or 
1930 which stated that female offi.cers join­
ing the Service after that date would he 
liable to be called upon to resign on 
getting married. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: With regard to 
the que;;tion raised by the hon. Member 
for North Wes tern District (Mr. Jacob) as 
regards the employment of legal Members 
of the Council to prosecute on behalf of 
the Crown, my humble opinion is that his 
aq�ument is entirely wrong. I do not 

know what legal opinion he has got. The 
section referred to is section 21 of the 
Constitution Ordinance, and it has been 
ruled by this Council that the payment of 
fees to a Member of the Council for prose­
cuting on behalf of the Crown does not 
make him the holder of an office of emolu­
ment. 

Mr. C. V. "WIGHT : The hon. Member 
for North Western District is evidently 
actuated by principle, and one of the prin­
ciples advocated by him is that hon. Mem­
bers should be we'll informed on the sub­
jects on which they speak. The hon. 
Member speaks on practically every item 
on the Estimates, and the only conclusion 
one can arrive at is that he is well 
informed on every subject on which he 
speaks. The only point that concerns me 
at the moment is that if the hon. Member 
desires to test the question as to whether 
a Member'a seat becomes vacant as a result 
of prosecuting on behalf of the Crown I can 
assure him that the process is quite simple. 
I would suggest that he go to his legal 
friends, and perhaps those who would not 
charge him, an<l he will no doubt be able 
to in8titute proceedings in the Supreme 
Court, but I would suggest that he bring 
the action in his own name. 

Item put, and agree to. 

M AOIS'l'RATl!S. 

Item 1 (i)-Remunerntion to oflieers 
acting as Magistrntes, $�,400. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: With rugard to this 
item 1 would like to ask GovernU1ent 
whether there could not be a perma.nent 
officer known as a Relief M11gistrate, as 
there is in Trinida.d '? 

Tm ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is 
quite obvious that tht:i suggestion made by 
the hon. M.emLer would irn.:reMe the cost 
of the Department. At the moment the 
a.mount provided for this purpose is equal 
to the minimum fialary drawn by any 
Magistrate. Of coui·se anybody a.ppointecl 
would not draw thu minimum salary, and 
it would go on mounting until there would 
be a considt:ira.ble sum on the estimate 
under this head. Tn view of the hard times 
and the quel:!tion of peu,:iion it is better to 
provide a lump sum. It is pui-ely a matte,· 
of economy and not uecessal"ily one of 
etlioiency. 
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THE CHAIRMAN : It is difficult to 
say whether a Relief Magistrate would 
obviate the neces,;ity for this item. There 
would still have to be some provision for 
temporary relief. At present I think we 
usually have more than one acting Magis­
trate. 

Mr. WIGHT: There are three acting 
at present, but that may be due to rather 
unusual circumstances. 

THE CHAIRMAN : For the present I 
think this arrangement is not only the 
more economical but the more practical. 
It is quite possible that in other circum­
stances the arra,ngcment which the hon. 
Member suggests might be better, and the 
fact that it might cost ultimately another 
$1,000 a year should not stand in its way 
when the time comes when it could be 
effectively adopted. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

MEDICAL .. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I would like to 
draw Government's attention to the fact 
that the lVIahaicony district is still being 
served by a medical officer who is not a 
Government Medical Ot6cer. I think it is 
the only district to which a Government 
Medical Officer has not been appointed. I 
think it is more satisfactory to have a 
Government Medical Officer · than a sub­
sidized otlicer. I think he would serve the 
community better and give more satisfac­
tion to the people. Hecently representa­
tion has been m,ide to Government as 
regards the removal of an officer who had 
been subsidized, ,md he has been appointed 
a Government, .:Vledical Officer in another 
district. I think it would be better if 
there was a permanent medical otlicer in­
stead of a temporary officer who, it is said, 
endeavours to make t1s much money as he 
can. 

:Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I think that 
district was given a subsidized medical 
officer as a trial. About 10 years ago 
Government decided that vacancies in the 
medical districts should be filled by sub­
sidized officers, but since the Mahaicony 
district was given a subsidized medical 
officer I think that no less than half o. 

dozen appointments have been made in the 
::¼edical Service. Therefore I feel that 
Government ia also liOnvin<:ed that the 

system of subsidized medical officers can­
not work well in this Colony. I support 
the hon. Member's suggestion. 

Dr. MACLENNAN (Director' of Medi­
cal Services): The question of the estab­
lishment of district surgeries was a recom­
mendation of the Medical Reorganization 
Committee which sat some years ago, and 
I think the idea was that we would save a 
little on the pensionable establishment if a 
certain number of non-pensionable posts 
were gradually established throughout the 
country. With regard to this particular 
post the Mahaicony district was selected 
because there are no sugar estates in that 
area, and the work of the medical officer in 
charge is naturally not so great. Person­
ally this is a legacy which has been left for 
me and I am not prepared to express an 
opinion on it to the Council hefore I 
have consulted with Government on the 
question. Certainly we cannot make any 
changes this year, but if sufficient repre­
sentation is put forward to make it appear 
that the position is unsatisfactory I would 
consider that in due course. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : vVe cannot make 
changes here and now. The matter wants 
investigation and reference to the Secre 
tary of State before a change can be made. 
It is quite possible that the change hon. 
Members suggest might be made later, but 
for the time being we have to do the best 
we can with the arrangements we have. 

Trrn COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of a new item, 2-!-­
Purchasc of Quinine reserves, $15,000. 
On a recent supplementary estimate a sum 
of $30,000 was voted for the purchase of 
reserves of quinine. It is imposBible to 
obtain before the end of 1940 the full 
amount ordered, and only half of the 
vote will be expended in 1940. This is 
merely a revote. 

Trrn ClfAIRMAN : This is ni.ther a 
large amount to in8ert in an estimate like 
this, but I think hon. Members will 
realize that it is very important that we 
should maintain our quinine reserves, and 
it has been impressed upon us that we 
must have a ye,Lr's supply on hand. It 
would be a serious riHk to take to forego 
that. It i� not only the question of the 
quinine but a question of getting supplies. 

Item put, and ag1·eed to, 
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AN'l'I-AEDES CAMPAIGN, 

Mr. SEAFORD: Sir, I would like to 
express on behalf of Members of this 
Council our appreciation of the very able 
and satisfactory work which is being done 
by the members of the Rockefeller Founda­
tion in this Colony. I feel that it well 
becomes us to show our appreciation be­
cause the work is being most ably carried 
out to the satisfaction of the whole Colony. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: I desire to ex­
press my thanks to the hon. Member for 
the remarks he has just made. I am sure 
they will be very deeply appreciated by 
the Rockefeller Foundation. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am sure that 
the work is appreciated by every intelli­
gent citizen. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am very glad in­
deed that the hon. Member has drawn 
attention to the matter. I am sure his 
remarks will be appreciated by the repre­
sentatives of the Rockefeller Foundation. 
As the campaign becomes known and the 
purpose and aim of it is far better appreci­
ated than it was naturally at the beginning 
everybody will begin to understand what it 
is. Tt is one of the most important steps 
for the improvement of public health taken 
for a long time. We may not feel the effects 
of it at once but it is a very great step 
forward for which we have every reason to 
be grateful to the Rockefeller Foundation. 

MEDJCAL-HOSPTTALS AND DISPENSARIES. 

Item 1 (4)-Lnboratory Assistant, Lep­
rosy Hospital �$672 by $48 to $960 ), $80. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I observe from the 
note on page 36 that the holder of thi,s 

post will retire on the 15th January. It 
has been brought to my notice that he is 
alleged to be 53 years, but in fact he is 
younger. I am wondering whether he 
could not be transferred to sorne other 
post. I do not know whether it is volun­
tary or coinpulsory retirement. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: The retirement is 
in the nature of abolition of the office, <1ncl 
efforts to find other employment for the 
officer have not been successful. Unfortu­
nately, this war budget was cut to the bone 
before it was presoo.ted, and there has been 
no other 51.1.Ita,ble employment to offer. to 
this offi@�l.', 

Dr. SINGH: Last year this matter 
came up for consideration and I believe 
it was decided to find some appointment 
elsewhere for this officer because his post 
at the Leprosy Hospital would be filled by 
a medical officer. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
would like to correet that statement. I 
would refer the hon. Member to the 1940 
Estimates in which it was made perfectly 
clear that the intention was to abolish the 
post. 

Item put, and agreed to. 

Item 16-Superintendent of Nurses and 
Divisional Sisters (1 at $1,440; 5 at $864) 
-$5,760. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be put above the line 
and made pensionable; that it be numbered 
( 3) and the other items be renumbered.
The reason is that these Nurses are mem­
bers of the Colonial Nursing Service and
hold pensionable posts.

Mr. DB AGUIAR: I have always under­
stood that these Sisters come out here on 
special contracts. Are we going to change 
that principle now and put them above the 
line? 

Dr. MACLENNAN: If they remain 
in the Colony any length of time they 
become pensionable. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Under certain cir­
eumstances they do become pensionable. 

Dr. MACLENNAN: The position is 
that the Secretary of State has caused the 
formation of a Colonial Nursing Service 
as from the beginning of 1940. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am not sure that 
it is necessary to show these posts as pen­
sionable when the holders mav not be 
pensionable. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The Director of 
Medical Services has invited my attention 
to section 63 of Chapter 186 in which the 
conditions under which it is necessa1·y to 
provide pensions for these Sisters are set 
out, but there is no reason why we should 
go out of our wa,y to m!1ke th@m pension° 
11,\:lll'l hers, 
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THE CHAIRMAN : It makes no differ­
ence whatever to what we have to pay 
them whether we put them on one part of 
the page or another. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Except that the 
Council is very careful about posts being 
put above the line. ·we find it extremely 
difficult to get them put below the line 
again. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : These posts will 
be placed on the pensionable establishment, 
but the holders will only be made pension­
able if they fulfil certain conditions. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: As a matter of 
fact it is not referred to in the Ordinance 
as a pension but as it gratuity. 

Dr. SINGH: As far as I know these 
Nurses are brought out under contract and· 
when it is completed they go away. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
is wrong ; they do in certain circumshmces 
become pensionable. It is a difficult point 
,ind I must admit I am not very sure what 
is the correct procedure. 

Mr. JACOB: I take it that the inten-

tion is to put them permanently on the 
Fixed Establishment. 

TH1-; CHAIRMAN: It is already pro­
vided for by Ordinance, and where we 
place these posts on the page is not going 
to make the smallest difference as to what 
the rights of these Nurses are and what we 
have to pay them. 

Mr. JACOB: I am just wondering 
whether by placing them above the line 
now they will get a sum of money in excess 
of what they are entitled to? 

THE CHAIRMAN: We are not giving 
them any right that they have. not got 
already. 

Mr. JACOB: I think it is better to 
leave them as they are. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: 
ask leave to withdraw my motion. 

I 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is not going to 
make ,my prnctic11,l difference one way or 
the other. 

Motion withdrawn. 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
until the following day at 10.30 11,.m. 




