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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959—60)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES,
CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST INDIES
(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957.

14th Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers

[MR. SPEAKER n the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Ministerial Trips

Mr. W. B, Williams (St. Catherine,
Jamaica) asked the Prime Minister to
state in detail the number of trips made
by each Minister (including himself) since
the inauguration of the Federation, the
purpose of each trip, the countries tra-
velled, the period of time spent on each
trip and the cost of each trip.

The Minister of Finance (Mr. Brad-
shaw): Mr. Speaker, in the absence of
the Prime Minister, I answer. As the reply
to this Question is necessarily rather long,
I propose, with the permission of the
House, to circulate the information to hon.
Members in tabular form for inclusion in
Hansard.*

[*Sce Columns 1247 to 1254]

Thursday, 10th December, 1959.

Wives, Children of West Indians
in UK.

Mr. Stone (Hanover, Jamaica) asked
the Prime Minister to state what decision,
if any, has been reached with the United
Kingdom Government in regard to the
establishment of adequate legal machinery
in the United Kingdom for protection of
the wives and children left behind in the
Unit Territories by West Indians who
have emigrated to the United Kingdom
and are residing there.

Mr. Bradshaw: Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the Prime Minister I reply as fol-
lows :

This matter is already covered by Terri-
torial legislation. The position is as fol-
lows :

The Imperial Maintenance Orders
(Facilities for Enforcement) Act,
1920, entitled “An Act to facilitate the
enforcement in England and Ireland
of maintenance orders made in other
parts of Her Majesty’s Dominions and
Protectorates and vice versa” pro-
vides, on the basis of reciprocity,
for—

(a) the enforcement in England
and Northern Ireland of main-










































Thursday, 10th December, 1959

Mpr. Sinanan : Sub-clause (4):

“When the Governor-General has, in pursu-
ance of this Article obtainec *he advice of the
Council of State or of the ..ime Minister In
relation to any matter referred to in sub-
paragraph (a), {(b) or (e} of paragraph (1) of
Article 53 of this Constitution, he may act
otherwise than in accordance with that advice,
if, In his individual judgment, he considers it
necessary or expedient so to do.”

The Prime Minister : Look up 53 and
read it.

¥ Sinanan: I will accommodate the
Prime Minister. And even before referring
to 53, on the face of what my hon. and
learned Friend says now, am I to under-
stand that there is some discrepancy in
this Order in Council? But even if my
hon. and learned Friend is right, Sir, what
he says is this: suppose that some time
in the future both sides of this House
come together on some important matter
affecting the nation, or whatever it might
be, and the Council-of-State tenders advice
to the Governor-General. What is the
position if he ignores that advice ? If he
ignores the Prime Minister and proceeds
on his own under the power vested in him
by this Bill ?

The Prime Minister :
and go.

He will resign

Mr. Sinanan : Resign after the damage
is dome! We should raise our voices in
nrotest then ! Peanle will cavw -

wan want

know—he was quoting a lot of Latin and
perhaps one or two drops of Patois in
between; but cven the Minister of Com-
munications and Works knows that
“Delegetus non potest delegare”. 1 do not
see the relevance in Section 53. If my
Friend would help me, what part of See-
ti . 537

Mr. Pierre: (a), (b) and (c).

Mr. Sinanan: The defence of the
Federation ?

Mr. Pierre: Yes.

Mr. Sinanan: Oh this! “Power of

Her Majesty in Council to make laws” for
the Federation! But that is my whole
point. But even if there was no emer-
gency the Governor-General will still
depend on directions from the Secretary
of State. The Prime Minister suggests
that he will be asked to resign. Why create
such a situation after the harm is done,
when from the very beginning he is going
to say he must act on the advice of the
Sceretnry of Btate for the Colonies? Similar
to what was done in Barbados I suppose !

The Pri = Minister : That has passed.

Mr. Sinanan: You say that has
passed but why preveut it from happening
here ? From the very beginning when the
matter came to our attention all of us
in this House could have told you that
Governor Aruundell must have acted on
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and pursuing a policy of negativism; if it
believes that it is right to give undue
alarm, to give people the impression that
as a government, it is iore concerned with
repressive powers, without being able,
because of financial and coustitutional
limitations, to fulfit any legitimate de-
mands, or to award any legitimate benefits
to the people, then let them continue to
hear the responsibility alone. And that is
why I submit that more than anything
else this is another psychological blunder.
That is how ordinary people, I believe,
all over The West Indies will regard this
series of psychological blunders, the latest
of which is this Emergency Powers Bill.
If the hon. Members don't see, at least let
me, in company with my Colleagues on
the Opposition Benches, not merely record
our opposition to this Bill, but give the
reason why we think it is a mistake. Not
merely record our opposition to this Bill
but give the reasons why we believe that
it is a psychological blunder. Where any
Government is unable to fulfil the normai
demands or claims of a people, for one
reason or another, legitimate or illegiti-
mate, it is, In our view, a psychological
blunder for such a Government to keep
on arming itself with powers of a repressive
nature or of a nature that would give
alarm, cause apprehension or make people
believe that their best interests are not
being served. And again, let me remind
this hon, House even at the risk of being
charged with insularity, Mr. Speaker, 52
per cent of the population of this Fed-
eration live 1200 miles across the sea,
They have heen told and they know the
constitutional limitations of the Federal
Government; they know the financial
strait-jacket into which the Founding
Fathers have put the Federal Government;
they expect nothing in terms of positive,
L]

concrete measures, designed to improve
their position, materially or economically
as the case may be, through the Federal
Government. So must they not when they
sec the persistence of the Federal Govern-
ment in re-introducing this Emergency
Powers Bill, be pardoned for feeling that
the Federal Government is arming itself
with repressive measures thinly-concealed,
thinly-disgnised, for a purpose which in
the years to come might not he to their
benefit and advantage ?

My experience after this Bill was
allowed to lapse earlier this year and my
colleagues returned to Jamaica was that
I had occasion to go to one of the four
Maroon settlements in Jamaica and, as I
have told responsible Members of this
House, despite the fact that gnestions
fike the cost of living, unemployment, land
tenure and housing are big and vital
1ssucs to those people, I can well remem-
her one night during the last general
elcctions, arriving fairly late, having
erossed into the mountains, over hig rivers,
in Portland, which my hon. Friend behind
me represents—and the only subject on
which T was asked to speak was conched
in these words: ‘“Tell us about the Fed-
eration. We only want to hear about the
Federation”. But it was immediately fol-
lowed by one single question : “Why does
the Federal Government want to have
power to land troops in our country ” ?

Mr loyd: Well, the troops are there
already. It is not a question of landing !

Mr. Hill: The operative words are
“Federal Government. The reason is very
obvious. f vou have a Government in
control of your Territory, that Govern-
ment exists by the will of the majority
of the people living in that Territory and
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who create conditions which might give
rise to emergencies but also employers—
as we can very well envisage a lock-out
taking place in which an emergency might
arise,

1 do not want to be very long, but 1
would like particularly to quote from the
debate on the Emergency Powers Ordin-
ance of Trinidad & Tobago, which took
place on Friday, 17ith January, 1947. I
would like to quote the words of an hon.
Member who now sits on the Opposition
benches and who had a lot to say when
this first Emergency Powers Bill was pre-
sented before this House. I refer, of course,
to the hon. Member for St. George East
{Mr. Gomes). The Prime Minister has
already told hon. Members of this House
that the Trinidad & Tobago Emergency
Ordinance is by far more stringent than
the present Bill before this House. I quote
from the speech of the Member for St.
George East when he spoke in the Trini-
dad Legislature :

“Our Membership of this Counecil carries with
it a solemn obligation as regards the main-
tenance of law and order in this community.
Surely, we must carry that responsibility with
cowrage and with decision..... Y

And later on he said :

Yo When we speak of the liberty of the
subject, let us not forget that the citizen must
himself interpret accurately the scope and also
the limitations of that indulgence such as it
has heen granted to him by the State. When
his actions are no longer...,. ”

—|Interruptions] I am quoting the Mem-
ber who had quite a lot to say on this Bill.
And he even finished with these words :

“T appeal to honourable Members on this oc-

casion to show unmistakably that they are
conseious of their responsibility and are not

willing to place a specious bid for popuiar
acclaim before the regard for fundamental
prineiples.”

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, he said the
words much betier than I could have said
them.

The Prime Minister : Mr. Speaker, I
am sorry to say, that I am wasting the
time of the House by replying but I should
be failing in my duty, very very much-—
it isn’t just talk—I very, =~ mwnb w-
gret to say what T am goin

It is true that T am no longer practising
at the Bar, but no counsel, even engaged
in his professional duties, likes to say to
another member of the profession, “What
arrant nonsense you are sending out to

the public !”

Onc can forgive a layman for saying
where the words “Governor” or “Governor-
General™ appear that that Governor or
Governor-General can act contrary to the

wishes of his advisers: but vou can’t forgive
a lawwey.,

It is my duty in this House, especially
being the Prime Minister, to tell the public
that there is not the slightest bit of truth
n the statement of the hon. Member that
we are putting power in the hands of the
Governor-Geaeral, so that one man would
have this or that power.

Hon. Members, unless I was outside when
they did, kave not raised the point which
1 honestly belicved and expected they were
goin~ ‘o raise, and that is right here in
sub-section 8 of section 60 of the Constitu-
tion. When America consisted of thirteen
States and formed the British Colonies of
America that thing was in existence. It has
been in existence as far as T can trace from
























































































































Minister Journey Dates Purpose Cost
Prime
Minister | Barbados 2-6-58 Personal —
. 26-9-58 ” —
Ca....Ja and L ]
Jamaica 13-10 to Invitation of Canadian Prime| Hotel and
31-10.58 Minister. Subs. 32,074
Discussions with Premier, Passage 1,405
Jamaica, on dates for
R.C.M. meeting.
Barbados 12-12-58 Personal —
, 3-1 to 9-1-59 | Council Meeting of Common-
! wealth Parliamentary
Association. Fassages 5
Jamaica 14-1 to 18-1.59 | Opening of Canadian Trade | Hotel and
Fair. Subs. 120
Passage 368
Barbados 29-1 to 1-%-59 | Meeting with Canadian
Economic Mission. Passage 5
" 25.2 to 1-3-59 | Personal -
7-3 to 9-3-58 ” -
" 20-3 to 22-3-59 » —
. 26-3 to 27-3.59 ” . —
Geneva 28-3 to 26-4-59| I.L.O. Meeting Cost met by
I1.0.
Barhados 16-5-59 Perscnal —
" 30-5.59 P —
London 7-6 to 30-6-58 | Leeward and Windward Is. | Hotel and
Constitutional Conference Subs. 760
Passage 1,600
Barbados 24-7-59 Personal -—
Barbados 1-8-59 » —
. 4_9-59 n —_
New York, Edmun- 10-10 to Farm Labour Talks; Tory
ton, Ottawa 23-11-59 Lectures ab University of | (Cost met by
Toronto, Vancouver, Alberta; Meeting of Com- C.P.A, and Uni-
Sydney, Canberra, monwealth Parliamentary versity of
London Association. Alberta)
Nattif-ggrR?g- Leeward Islands 18-7 to 30-7-58 | Discussion of agrieultural Bubs &
sources and problems with Territorial Hotel 397
Agriculture Governments Passage 195
Jamaica 16-1 to 8-2-59 | Constituency Visit Passage 360
Jamaica 20-3 to 23.3-59 | Funeral of Hon. N. Subs. &
Nethersole Hotel 105
Passage 326
Jamaica 17-4 to 30-4-59 | Constituency Visit Passage 360
Travelling 96
Iondon via 8-6 to 30_7-59 | West Indies Trade Mission Subs. &
Jemaica Hotel 1,172
Passage 1,753
St. Lucla & 29-10 to 6-11-59 | Examination of Agricultural | Subs &
Dominica problems with Territorial Hotel 304
Governments Fassage 144















