SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions)
‘Orders in Council, 1953 and 1956).
Tuesday, 10th March, 1959
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :

Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher (acting)

Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. L. Austin, Q.C, “ex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex.
The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan — Member for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
» B. H. Benn — Member for Essequibo River

(Minister of Community Development
and Education}

E. B. Beharry —AMember for Eastern Demerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)
0 s Janet Jagan —Member for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and Housing)
. Ram Karran — Member for Demerara-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and Works)
Mr. R. B, Gajraj — Nominated Member
o W, 0. R. Kendall —Member for New Amsterdam
5 R. C, Tello — Nominated Member
» F. Bowman —Member for Demerara River
L. F. S. Burnham —Member for Georgetown Central
»  S. Campbell — Member for North Western District
. A, L. Yackson —Member for Georgetown North
,,  B. S. Rai —Member for Central Demerara
,,»  S. M. Saffee —Member for Western Berbice
., J. IN. Singh —Member for Georgetown South
R. E. Davis —Nominated Member
,, H. J. M. Hubbard — Nominated Member
,» A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — Nominated Member.

Mr 1. Crum Ewing — Clerk of the Legislaturc
r. E. V. Viapree — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.
ABSENT :
Mr. Ajodha Singh.
Mr. A. M. Fredericks — on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.
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Mr. Campbeli: I would like to
speak on the Head, Agriculture.

Schedule
AGRICULTURE

Mir. Campbell: 1 would like to deal
with subhead 11—Development of Coco-
nut Industrics—on page 13 of the Deve-
lopment Estimates. 1 should like to
inform this Committee that in 1955 the
Amerindians got together in a sort of
self-help fashion and began cutting
through forest between the Moruca River
and the Waini River, a distance of 20
miles, with the aim of preparing the lands
for further agricultural development.
They had cut through several miles
of forest when some official, 1 think it
was the District Comimissioner, told them
to hold up operations until later.

They were promised a bulldozer to
help them make a roadway, because they
would need a roadway before they could
take up both sides of the land.

The Moruca River enters the
Atlantic and it is about 80 miles from
Georgetown.  One can go along the
coast in a steamer or a launch and enter
the Moruca, which is a small river. About
20 miles up that river is the Amerindian
settlement. The settlers there have taken
up all the available lands, including some
islands in the river which have about 10
to 20 acres. These people plant coffee,
cocoa and fruit trees.  Their holdings
are generally too small—some being just
a little over half an acre—and it is felt
that they should extend westward along
the watershed between the Waini and the
Moruca. In order to do this they have
to make a roadway bursting through the
forest, giving access to the watermark
both on the Moruca side and on the
Waini side.

The officials of the Agriculture De-
partment and the Interior Department
have gone into the matter and they all
agreed that something should be done
along these lines. Then the Amerindians
oot together to open up a road.
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In August last year a bulldozer was
sent there for use in clearing the roadway,
but this small machine which used to
break down every other day, managed
to work through only nine miles of
roadway when it stopped. Our good
Minister of Natural Resources visited the
area also in August last year, and in a
press release he raised the hopes of the
people that something tangible would be
done towards developing this area.

Surveyors went there, and afterwards
1®-acre plots were allotted along the
roadway. At present there are about
150 settlers or would-be settlers on their
holdings; and they want to know whether
the Government is really earnest in its
declared intention to cncourage the de-
velopment of these lands.  Naturally it
will mean un allocation of funds.

The biggest task is to clear away the
roadway that will connect the two rivers,
and the whole project, if undertaken
seriously by the Government, is bound to
be a success.  So far as expense is con-
cerned, the development of this area will
be nothing in comparison with similar
projects for the lowlands on the coastland
— there is no question at all of drainage
and irrigation. 1 am not a scientist but
I believe that the Jand is fertile. T have
seen lovely oranges, coffee, coconuts and
other crops growing Iluxuriantly there.
As far as my knowledge goes, seedlings
are being prepared for that area. Coco-
nut seedlings take about six months be-
fore they are recady to be put into their
permancent places. If the lands are not
openad up now, where will the people be
able to plant their crops?

There was an idea of making this the
central coconut-growing centre in the
country. We must remember we are
from time to time short of fats and oils.
Since the idea of the development of the
North West District came about it was
felt that this would be a safe project.
With so much experience behind them
the people there are fitted to play the r6le
in expanding the coconut planta-
tions. It can be a success — it all de-
pends on the organization necessary on
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the part of the Central Government being
successful. [t depends on the enthusiasm
of the officials and other factors which
only Government can handle.

The Amerindian today is quite ready
to give a helping hand in the development
of this country. He must be given tan-
gible help towards the expansion of his
farming activities. I understand that this
locality is not subject to coconut diseases
as others, and, of coursc, there is no
periodical flooding there for the country-
side may be on the average 50 tect above
the sea level. Development in this area
may also mean the granting of agricul-
tural credit to help the farmers to tide
over the period during which they will
await the bearing of the crops of coconut.

Meantime the lands are suitable for
crops like yams — the best in British
Guiana, known as ‘buck yams’. As we
are going to tax potatoes, some people
might wish to wm to yams as a sub-
stitute.

The Chairman:  You are dealing
with the coconut industry.

Mr. Campbell:  Yes, Sir. These
catch crops can help the farmers in the
meanwhile.

I would like to hear in this Council
some assurance given so that I can relay
this to the people who are anxiously
awaiting information. The Amerindian,
when he is given someone’s word, looks
out for the implementation of that woud,
and he is not likely to wait for years.

Mr. Beharry: What the hon. Mem-
ber for North Western District said just
now is true. The lands are fertile and
greater attention should have been paid
to their pruper utilization, especially for
coconut production. It is also true that
I visited that area some time last year in
my quest for lands for the expansion of
the coconut industry, and, as the hon.
Member said, the Moruca area is ideal
for the development of the coconut indus-
try. What the hon. Member failed to
mention was that this area is an Amerin-
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dian reservation, and to change the pat-
tern of its development would involve a
complete change of the pattern of agricul-
tural development, especially in relation
10 Amerindians.

The hon. Member said that a nur-
sery has been established there. It is
true that having discovered on my visit
that the area was very good for coconut
cultivation, | immediately asked the De-
partment ot Agriculture to assist the pro-
gramme that had been embarked upon at
the time of my visit, by establishing a nur-
sery in order to help the Amerindians at
least with seedlings. Thousands of seed-
lings have been planted and will be ready
tor distribution to the Amerindians but,
as 1 mentioned earlier, this is an Amer-
indian reservation.

On the question of credits I cannot
visualize credit facilities being extended
to the Amerindians who have no tangible
holdings. They are permitted to indulge
in shifting cultivation; they can plant here
today and remove tomorrow to another
spot, provided it is not occupied by
others.  This is an attempt by the In-
terior Department to carry out a pro-
gressive development of this particular
reservation, and from what 1 saw on the
occasion of my visit I think the Depart-
ment should be complimented. But much
more should be done.

The roads mentioned by the hon.
Member are being constructed by the In-
terior Department. Having had the
advicc of the Department of Agriculture
that the lands in that area are fertile and
suitable for coconut cultivation, soil
scientists of the Land Development De-
partment and the Department of Agricul-
ture have been preparing a plan for a
Land Development Programme in that
area. But as the area is an Amerindian
reservation the hon. Member will appre-
ciate that a policy decision is involved,
as there must be a complete reorientation
of the Amerindian system of farming.
The Land Development Department has
been instructed to carry out a survey of
this particular area. A proper system of
land holding or security of tenure will













































































