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LEG ISL/~ TIVE COUNCIL 
I Constitnted under ihe British Guiana 
(Constitution) (Ten;porary Provisions) 

Order in Cnuncil, 1953) 

FIHD.tY, 11TH FEBRUARY, 1955. 

The Council met at 2 p.m. His 
Honour the Speaker_, Sir Eustace 
Gordon Woolford, O.B.E,. Q.C., in the 
chair. 
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The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, 
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her for Labour, I-I ea Ith and Housing-). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (Mem 
ber for Communications and Works). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.RK 
(Memb~r for Local Government, S'ocil.1-1 

Welfare and Co-o-perrrtive Develop­
ment). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie. 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj. 

The H0n. R. C. Tello. 

Devuty Sveaker: 
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nom inated Off icio)s: 
Mr. J. I. Rampha1. 

Nominated Unofficials: 

Mr. T. Lee. 

Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. II. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Co1. E. J. Haywood, JVI.R.E., T.D. 

Mr. R. B. Jailal. 

Clerk of the Legislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature-­
Mr. E. V. Vh111ree (acting). 

Absent : 
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O.-on leave. 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.8.E., 
- o.n leave. 

Mr. E. F. Correia.--on leave. 

Rev. D. C . . J. Bobb-on leave. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

The Speaker read prayers. 
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The Minutes of the meetings of the 
Council held on Tuesday, the 8th of 
February, and T·hursday, the 10th of 
February, 1955, as printed and circu­
lated, were taken as read and con­
firmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Mr. Speaker: I have to announce 
that Mr. Macnie and Mr. Lord have 
asked to be ex1;used from attending 
today's meeting. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

DEVELOPMENT ESTIMATES 

The Financial Secretary (Mr. W. 0 . 
Fraser) : I beg to give notice of the fol­
lowing motion: 

"That t'his Coun~il approves of the 
Development E,timat,es o:f Expenditure for 
the year 1955 which have been laid on the 
table, and of foe proj-ects £herein being 
financed from the annual revenue of the 
year and other resources of the Colony, 
and from loan, funds." 

I should have given notice of this 
motion some time ago lbut it escaped my 
attention. I hav.e now risen to rectify 
that omission. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION BlLL-BUDGET DEBA'I'E 

Council resumed the debate on the 
motion for the second reading of the Bill 
intituled: 

"An Ordinance to appropriate the sup­
plies granted in the current session of the 
Legislative Council." 

Mr. Farnum (Member for Local 
Government, Social W,elfare and Co-op­
erative Development) : It is 1a source of 
pleasure to me to be able to join those 
Members who have alr,eady spoken, in 
their congratul~tio~s to the hon. t}le 

Financial Secretary on his Budget 
Statement which is now under debate. 
He must have had a very anxious tim~ 
in framing the Bndget, because I think 
the figures relating to expenditure for 
this year are the highest on r,ecord in 
any Budget in this Colony, and he is to 
be commended for having found sources 
of revenue to meet that expenditure with­
out proposing taxation which would im­
pose hardship on what I regard ias the 
small man. In the course of the debate 
on the Budget the Department of Agri­
c;:lture has be-en criticised. I think 
some of the criticism was rather unfair, 
because I ha,ppen to have had the privi­
lege of being a member of the Agricul­
tural Advisory Committee which func­
tioned during the life of the last Legis­
lative Council, and in that capacity I 
was able to know some of the pla,ns and 
some of the work done by the Depart­
ment. 

I do not think that anyone can gain­
say the fact that the strain of cattle in 
the Colony has definitely improved. I 
have been associated with all the Agri­
cultural Exhibitions that have taken 
place in various parts of this Colony 
within recent years, and I can say that 
the cattle exhibited at all those Exhibi­
tions were of an extremely high strain. 
That must be p]:aced to the credit of the 
Agricultural Department. The same 
remarks apply to poultry. The quality 
of our poultry today is so high in our 
villages that many a villager today is 
able to depend on his poultry production 
to pay his rates and other expenses. 

We also have the Proc·essing Factory. 
Before this factory was established the 
farmer experienced g1•eat difficulty in 
getting a fair price for his corn. There 
was a constant fluctuation of the price. 
As the result of the establishment of 
this factory the farmer gets a fair and 
stable price for his corn, and other 
crops. As regards the pasteurisation 
plant I think I have to take some blame 
for it, because I was a member of that 
Committee which discussed the question 
of a pasteurisation plant. It took fully 
two years befpre tl1e decision was ai-· 
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rived at. Many Members of this Council 
would remember the time when there 
was an outcry that milk, which had come 
from the rur al areas to the Government 
Milk Depot wa:i being thrown away. 
Why was it ibeing thrown away? It 
w.as because there was no means of pre­
serving it. It came into Georgetown 
late in the day when honsewives already 
had their supply, and it went bad and 
had to be thrown away. We were also 
told that the demand was less than the 
supply. Why was that? We were told 
that the people fe::ired the milk was net 
clean or was impure find so would not 
risk using the milk for feeding their in­
fants. But if there was a pasteuris,a­
tio'.!t plant they wo1.1ln be sure of gettin.l! 
clean milk. and further, thouJrh we would 
not be able to dispose of a II the milk. 
there would ·be the means of disposing 
of any increased supply. 

The criticisll'1 has been 1J11ai!e thiat 
verv often the AJr1·icu lt:ural Jn,:trnctor 
cannot be found when he is requ ired bv 
thP. farmer. I have iheen associated 
with what is known as the Union of Lo­
cal Ant:horities. TherP. arP. ~ev,,n of 
thesP. Unions roverinir ,the whole Colony. 
Their meetinirs arP held quarterly, anrl 
at every meetinr,- hnth the A!rricultura! 
Superintendent ~nd the Ag-ricultu ral 
Instructor are present to Jrive .any advic-e 
requ ired O'.!t any matter with r espect to 
Agriculture. Further. instructions have 
been issued .iust n. few months ago to 
the effect that Agricultural Superin­
tendents and Instructors would place in 
every office of a Local Authority or 
Village Council the itinerary of those of.­
fic•ers, so that farmers 1couldi always 
kl'low the day or days on which the 
Superintendent or Instructor would be 
at the village office. 'J'herefor e I do not 
know how this charge can be mack 
that when a farmer wants the Agri­
cultural Instructor he does not know 
where to find him. The notice giving the 
particular day on which he will be there 
can be seen at the village office. I 
mentio11 these thin,gs, ~i, ,l;lecaµse, as I 

said at first, I think the criticism of 
the Government is unfair. 

The hon. Member, Mrs. Dey, asked 
y-Psti>rr!av "Afte1· nnr.ernAi>minir :ind BPl­
f ield Schools, what?'' The ouestion of 
thP. estabJ:ishme11t of a Borf'<tal in this 
<:olonv ;-8 heinr:r consic'fered. but i.ve havP 
been told by the exnHrts that we cannot, 
eP,tablish a Bo1·stal unless WP. have 
tJ'l'linArl officers to run it, ·::ind 110 n°,·son 
who ,has h::ir!. anv rnnuAction wi,th a 
prison would be c::uitable to be tra-inpd a;: 
an officer for a .Bo1·stal. an<l th!' Ror,;faJ 
JY111 ,d; n0t. hp p,:h1bli~hi>rl ::it cw nMr " 

ni·i~nn. The matf:P1• is ihein!l r.oirni.c'l,,rPn 
;:ind WA are seein1: what c:in br. d011P 
'f'hP. first. stag-e in the P.stablishment of 
;:i. Bonita] he,re is to ~Pnd men ah1·0:i.r1 to 
h n train~d a f:\ officP.r~. I mav mention that 
the w1nn;viJ1·rJ hnv:;; who 11rP ,:pnt to +he 
EsRPtmihn 'Rovs' Sf'hool ,11t Ondl'rl1PP.min,;:, 
P.ri> ken+ thn-,, unto tha Ro-e of ~ixt,,,,n, 
after which thev are discharged. Onr 
reco,·d,: nf tlie~e lads aft<>r thev h:i.vP. ]Aft 
the institution we eon~ider verv fai,r a.nd 
c0mnarA. we are told. very favonrablv 
with what. tak~ •pl:-i cA in the) United 
King-dom. It works ont ,that 66 per cent. 
of the boys who are discharged from the 
F.ssP.quibo 8"hool ~tnd nlac~d in iobs 
make good. Not only 1ihat, but the boy0 

are under supervision fo.r a, period of 
two years after they havce been dis­
charged while effor ts are made to place 
them in jobs. 

I would like to say that our record~ 
sihow that t he majority of youngsters 
who find themselves befor e the Magis­
trates are thos-e from the City. In 1953 
about 517 boys were before the Magis­
trates, and of those: 335 were from t he 
Cit:v So you see onr problem is really 
confined to the City. It is no,t such a 
problem in our r11ral districts, and we 
are doing everything- in our rural d iR­
tricts by means of the estahlishment of 
Youth Clubs. R.,~r~;ition c ·Jnbs. Minm· 
:fn~ustri~s ap.d » ~rndi~r;tfts il! or<:1~r to 

.i 
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[Mr. Far-:mm] 

keep our boys in the rural districts. So 
really the problem is not serious i,n the 
country districts •bl!t very serious in 
Georgetown. I am going to ask our 
energetic Mayor of Georgetown to col­
h.borate with us in seeing what we can 
do at least to r~duce this problem by 
providing playgrounds and, perhaps, 
some other means by which the lads may 
be trained in a tr?.de-some apprentice­
ship system. It is a mat ,, ,: that will 
require a great deal of atte. ,1 not only 
by persons concerned with"' ~cial W el­
fare but, I think, every Memoer of this 
Council. 

With respect to the girls, that is a 
more difficult prO'blem. W,e have the 
Belfield Girls' School. About 17 girls 
are there. The Salvation Army, who 
look after the g·irl;; at that school 
pointed out to us that in every case 
whe-n the girls are (bcharged from that 
place they go back home to a place of 
very sordid conditions. Very often 
they are 110t wanted by their family and 
are thrown out, and that makes the 
problem all the grenter to the Salvation 
Anny to fi.nd work for them. It is a 
problem that we are trying to see 
whether we can solve it in some way, 
and we have asked the ladies of the 
Federation of W<>men Workers to -assist 
us to find some solutio~1 in the matter. 
We have in mind a suggestion of the 
ladies to see if unrler some co-operative 
ef,fo.rt we can start some! minor in­
dustry in Georg-etown which will 
absorb a number of these gi rls and fi':ld 
work for them. It is just in its initi~l 
stage, and we are working nt it. 

f[ am very glad to hear the kind 
remarks and referenees to co-operativeg. 
To my mind the future of the small 
n:.::tn of this country lies in co-operative 
effort. We have been impressing upon 
t hem that individu•ally they ran do 
nothing, but if they get together and 
pool their idea~ and efforts that would 

benefit them economic:ally. I am glad 
to say that we are in the happy 
p_osition of having as Commissioner 
of Co-operatives, Mr. Gordo11, a person 
of ability, who knows his job and with 
his officers is doing extremely good 
work. With yo11r permission, Sir, I 
wtll just read the results of the work­
ing of that Department for 1954. It 
snys: 

"The vear 1934 ¾as been an outstand­
dng one · in the field of co-operathre.s, the 
number of societies registered b eing 106 
-the highest numher registered so far in 
any one year. The ye&r opened with 254 
re.giiste1ied ,societies :md closed with 343 
- a net increase of 89. The registration 
of 17 societies was C'm1celled. Of the 343 
societies on t'h.e regi~h,r at the end of 1954, 
340. were prJmary and tw.o secondary. The 
former consisted of 69 savings, 103 thrift, 
58 school ,thrift. 63 thrift and credit, lll 
consumers'- inc1uding one for the supply 
of electricity-18 prod1~cer-marketing. one 
transport. 8 land lease and land purchase 
and 5 farm supply societies-" 

'l'he Report also states : 
"On 3ilst Dec~mber. the 341 primary 

isocieties had api;>rn.ximately 12--000 mem­
bers and $240.000 in Shares. Savings and 
D eposits. 'I'his s'nows an increase of ap­
proximately 4-000 imcl $52,000 respectively 
over· the :figm·es for H/53. Reserve Funds 
stood at apprnximately $7.600." 

I think th~ Report is one which 
the Commissioner for Co-operati.ves has 
every reason to be proud of. Another 
form of saving is that realized through 
the Savings Sotieties which I think, 
during last year, were brought under 
the Friendly Societi-es Ordinance. These 
Societies show a very healthy position 
because up to the end of 1954 there were 
180 in number, with 56,167 members of 
which 6,000 wen~ juveniles. T:he total 
contributions for the year was $297,729, 
and levies, death benefits and things of 
that kind amounted to $33,469. Benefitg 
paid out to members ,amounted to 
$14,754. and funeral benefits $53,070 
while the amount paid to members in 
bonus at Christmas was $136,331. As 
a result of the emir.tment in the Frie':lclly 
Societies Ordimmce of the provision 

~ 
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that it is compulsory that 5 per ce-:1t. of 
the funds should be set aside as Reserve 
they have $16,247; ,cash in hand 
amounts to $127,392, investments 
$74,000-and So6eties which ow:1 their 
buildings and other things-$321,000. 

Again I say, the Commissioner for 
Co-operatives, who is also in charge of 
Friendly Societies has every reason to 
be proud of such an achievement. 

I have already dealt with juvenile 
delinquency. In respect of Soci,al Wel­
fare, I am glad to say that it has at 
Ieng last taken a stand in the Villages; 
sc, much so, that applications from the 
country di,stricts to have community 
centres there are many. They need 
these centres to carry on their Women's 
Institutes-where women can meet and 
exchange their knowledge, boys anci 
g irls can go and indulge in i.ncloor 
g-ames and things of that kind. We 
are trying to extend boys a~1d girls or­
ganisations like the Girl Guides and 
Boys' Bri.gade, in an effort to keep 
boys and girls in their own districts 
rather than coming to Georgetown 
where they might !1ot be better off. We 
are also t rying very hard to get electri­
city in our villages, and, with the co­
operation of the Member for Com­
munic-ations and Works, we hope the 
time is not too far distant when we 
will realize this hope. To my mind the 
availability of electricity in the villages 
is one of the factor:; which will keep 
children in the villages at home. 

I am also glad to see that a st1rvey 
has been started with respect to the ex­
tensi.on of t he West Coast, Dernerara 
road to a point up to Bartica. 'I believe 
that when that rond i~ opened up, you'.!'lg 
men here-who, to my mind, are as 
adventurous as others in any part of 
the world-will go into the Interior and 
seek their fortunes. 'l'hey will be doing 
so by cheape.i· me:,.ns, and there is every 

-ti!,{ 

chance of their making a success one,? 
they get out of Georgetown. 

I thi•nk that is all I can say, more 
or less to clefend my Ministry. 

The Financial Se1cretary: Most hon. 
Members have now spoken on the 
Budg·et, a·:1d I rise to bring to a close 
a debate which commenced with my 
Statement on the 17th of December, 
last. After the conclusion of that 
Statement the debate was adjourned, 
aEd it was agreed that the work of 
exami·,1'ing the Estimates ~n F;inance 
Committee should JJe commenced on the 
3rd of January. Finance Committee 
working sometimes until after nuicl­
night, was ,able to complete the ,examrina• 
t ion of both the Deveiopment E stimateti 
iand the Recurrent Estimates on the 
17th of January. On the 27th of 
January I tabled the Re.port of the Fi­
nance Committee. Unfortunately, on 
that day I had to give place to the hon. 
M:embe1· for Agriculture, Forests, 
Lands and Mines (Sir Frank McDavicl) 
to permit him to pnt through a Bill 
dealing with tlw B.G. Ric,e Producer~ 
Association. After the Bill had been 
passed ,by the Council, Members show­
ed some reluctnnce to proceed with the 
debate on the Budget and, accordingly, 
another adjournment was made. I 
thought then, that when we came back 
into Council hon. Members would hav,e 
gone straight into Committee to pass 
the Appropriation Bill, but that did not 
happen. Instead, :\ifembers elected to 
speak on the Budget, a priv.ilege the 
Lcgi,slature has always availed itself of 
to criticize Government aotivit:es 
wiith which they cliu not agree. Thus 
the debate has gone on for a matter of 
fiv,e days. 'l'he time taken, however, is 
no greater than that taken by the 195·4 
debate. 

My task in replying to the debate 
would have been a much heavier one, 
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[The Financial ::;ecretary] 
had I not been fortunate i,n having 
several Members coming to the rescue 
of Government and replying to criti­
cism directed again~t Departments wHh­
in their p0;rtfolios, as well as other 
Members speaking en Government's be­
half. The fi,rst speaker was the hon. 
Member, Mr. J ailal. He spoke for a 
little over three honr1:; and the essence 
of what he said was that Government 
had not done enough i~, the way of devel­
opment. Other Members of the Council 
following Mr. Jai lal were, perhaps, J.ess 
critical but the theme still was 'whether 
Government had or had not gone suffi­
ciently far in its development policy.' 

As the Member for Agriculture ex­
plained, the development policy of the 
Gover:iment centres around the Report 
of the Mission of the International Bank 
for Reconstruction .and Development. In 
this Report, a five-year ,investment pro­
gramme was recommE:nded, but Govern­
ment, seeing the urgency of the prob­
blems confronthlg the Colony accelerated 
it into a two-yea1· programme, and has 
ever since been using all its 1iesources 
to carry i:t out. I was somewhat sur­
prise d that Memhers of this Council 
are not satisfied on this score. Never­
theless the hon. Member, Mr. Jailal, felt 
he should speak on Development and as 
I listened to him it s~med to me that 
what he said suffered from delayed 
action, and that he might well have bee'11. 
speaking more on the Development Plan 
in its formative stage than on a plan 
which had been approved since March, 
1954. 

Because the hon. Member did not 
see in the Development Plan projects 
that he thought desirable, he seemed to 
have considered it necessary to accuse 
the Government of lack of imagination 
and vis.ion, a-:rd went .'on to suggest 
that Governme'!'lt should organize a 
helicopter service for the transportation 
of milk from outlying areas to centres 

of consumptivn; that to improve drain• 
age Govenment should acquire a dredge 
for deepenmg the €stuaries of the Pome• 
roon River, the I<;ssequibo River and the 
three creeks in Denrnrara, and that the 
waste lands of E~sE:quibo should be 
converted i':ito p~,stures for the rais­
ing of beef cattle. I say that because of 
these omi6sio11s the hon. Member seemed 
to have felt justified in accusing Gov· 
e1"!1ment of lack of vision and imagina­
tion. This is a sweE.ping statement, but 
I think what is remarkable about the 
l\'i.ember's speech is not what he said, 
but what he did not say. The hon. Mem­
ber, for instance, di<l :10t tell the Coun­
cil where the money was to come from 
to carry out the devPlopment he has in 
mind. Unless he is able to do so, I sub­
mit one would be right in feelbg that 
much of what he said was mere his• 
tr ionics. 

We would all like to see our indus­
tries going ahead much faster. We 
would all like to know that the Colony 
is expanding and would like to s.ae it 
become not only the granary of the 
West Indies but supplying as well these 
Island Colonies with aU the meat tih<ey 
require. But in · our impatience for 
these things we must give due weight 
tc. wnat has been and is ,being done. ln 
this regard I would like to jo,in issue 
with the hon. Member when he says 
that nothing is being done for local 
a·:1imai husoandry. 'rhe Member for 
Local Government has referred to the 
artificial insemination servi,ce which 
has been introduced and which has been 
in operation for some time. 'l'he Govern­
ment's dairy improvement programme 
has been a great boon to this Colony. 
I wonder whether Mr. J ailal knows 
that pr,ior to Government emba.rk­
ing on this programme it was popu­
larly believed in the Colony, and 
in high quarter,;; at that, that the 
Colo':ly would not breed dairy ani­
mals to produce more than eight or 
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nine pints of milk p~r day. May I say 
in refutation of what the hon. Member 
has said, and for his information that as 
a result of the work of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture small farn:ers 
living in the environs of the Govern­
ment Stock Farm today own animals 
which give 30 and 32 pints of milk a 
day, and I personally k:iow of cases 
where animals on freshening have 
given as much a,; forty pints a day and 
10,000 lbs in a lactation of less than 
365 days. It is quite true that this 
success has not been extended to the 
country areas but the reason is not far 
tc, seek. 

I would call the :Member's attention 
to item 23 which appears under the 
Head " Agriculture ,. in the Estimates 
-Agriculture- Agricultural Education 
Offieer. The post appeared in the 
Estimates for the first time in 1954. 
In this connection it will suffice to say 
that dairy husbandry is a matter of 
education a'.!'ld a plant of slow growth. 

In regard to the pig industry, it is 
the case that Government has introduced 
at great expense· the Berkshire breed of 
pigs. The breed hHs done well on the 
whole but success .in a big way is 
Lmited by feeds. In every country in 
which the pig industry has come foto 
prominence it has done so on the cheap 
by-products of the food factories of 
those countr,ies. We have, it is true, 
our rice mills, our ~ugar mills and 
copra mills, but the feeds produced by 
these factories are somewhat lacking 
in proteins. The fi$h centre which it 
is hoped to establish, and for which 
provision has been made in the Develop­
ment Estimates, ,;hould remedy this 
lack when it produces, as is planned, 
fish meal. The hon. Mr. Bobb has told 
us that a Committee is now cons.idering 
what can be done to put the industr~· 
in better heart. 

With regard to the beef industry 
it is the case that this industry on the 

~ 

coast has in late years suffered because 
of the economics of rice planting, and 
while Government has not the means 
to convert the vacant spaces of Esse­
qi..ibo .into roJ.Eng pastures for beef 
cattle, much is being done for the cattle 
industry in the Rupununi. The Mem­
ber for Agriculture has told us of the 
struggle which is being waged by the 
Department of Agriculture to keep foot 
and mouth disease raging over the 
border in Brazil, out of the Rupunuui 
District. In a<ldi.tion, as Members 
must K:10w, a moctern aoattoir has been 
established at Lethem with refrigera­
tion, and an airli.ft to fly .beef to the 
City has been in ope1,ation for some 
years. In this respect l think it is true 
to sa,y that in so far as a beef a1rutt 1s 

concerned this Cofony has led the way, 
bemg in the he!tl even ahead of Aus­
tralia. I think that Members will gen­
erally agree wit h me that what I have 
said hardly sustains the charge made 
by the hon. Member, that Government 
has either been dilatory or supine, or 
has shown lack of v1s1on or 1magina­
t1on in the matter o:!: development. 

Leaving Agric;1lture and coming to a 
matter more within my portfolio, 1 was 
encouraged to hear the hon. Mr. Macnic 
condemn the size and frequency with 
·which the Supplementary Estimates 
have been s ubmit:ced to the Council. 1 
hope t hat Members of t.he Gove1·.1ment 
who heard what Mr. Macnie said will 
endeavour to assist in bringing to the 
notice of their respective Departments 
the fact t hat when the annual .J:<::stimates 
have been passed by this Council the 
·expenditure of their Departments have 
been fixed and arranged, and will pei-­
suade them that they should do all in 
their power to keep within their 
aipproved prov1s10n. With a little 
more planning I am convinced that 1·e­
quests for supplementary provision could 
be very considerably reduced. 
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LT he l<' inancial Secretary] 
On the subject of increased taxa­

tion which it has been n ecessary for me 
to introduce, I think most M-embers 
must realise the need for increased 
revenue. Yet two proposals under this 
head have come in for a great deal of 
criticism-the proposal that a ceiling 
of $1,500 should be put on the allow­
ance for insurance for ,income tax pur­
poses, and the propo~al for the with­
drawal of duty-free concessions on 
gasolene used in industry. These pl'o­
posals, it seems to me, were bound to 
be made sooner '>r later. The w;ith­
clrawal of the gasolene concessions had 
in fact been recommended as long ago 
as 1952, and the ceiling on the income 
tax allow:1 nee for insuranre had. b,een 
recommended by 1.lir. R. 0. Nicholas, 
United Kingdom Inland, Revenue Ex­
pert who reported on our fi scal system. 

In regard to the ceiling on in­
surance for income tax purposes, I 
would explain that a ceiling on such al­
lowances exists in the United K,ingdom 
in respect of deferred annuities, and 
generally in Jamaica, British Honduras, 
Barbados, Fiji and Malaya, and that in 
each and eve1·:v r.asc the ceifr:ig in 
these countries is lower than the ceiling 
recommended heTc. I wish to make it 
clear that t he one-sixth allowance now 
permitted by law is still continued on 
incomes up to $1>,000 a year, and tl1at 
the ceiling will only come into effect 
en incomes over this sum. The position 
is that, as the law exists, evasion of tax 
is possible in both the premium 
paid on deferred annuities and o,r the 
annuity when it is drawn in a lump 
sum. If an annuit:v is however paid, 
the payment would be liable to a tax, 
but no tax is coHectible when the 
annuity is drawi1 as a lump sum. 

age. Neither seems potent argument. 
'l'axation is by ':lo means a contmct be• 
tween Government and governed. Apart 
from the fact that nw&t businesses now 
carry their own pension schemes for 
theil' employees, the allowance of $1,500 
is still generous, and could buy adequate 
security for old age even for profes­
sional and self-employed IJ<)rsons. For 
instance, an annnity purchased for 
$1,500 at age 35, maturing at age 60, 
,vould provid-e a payment of $315 per 
month. This wuuld seem to provide 
reasonable security for old age. 

The question which has however 
exerci:;ed my mind s ince I made my state­
ment on the budget, is whether it would 
be fair to apply the proposal to exist 
ing contracts. I have m a d e en­
quiries into what happened in other 
places whe·:i the ~eiling was introduced, 
and have learnt that in the United 
Kingdom the ceiling was not applied to 
existing contract.,, and I therefore pro­
pose to move an amendment when the 
Bill o-:i this subject comes before Coun­
cil, to exempt polie:ies taken out prior 
to the date I made the Budget State­
ment, i.e. the 17th of December. That 
is as far as Government ls prepared to 
go in the matter , and I hope that those 
who have crit icised me for making this 
proposal will at least concede that it is 
not peculiar to British Guiana, and is 
indeed a practice which is likely to 
spread. 

In connection with the change pro­
posed, repl'esentation has ,been made 
that the proposal is a breach of faith 
on the part of Government, and that 
the allowance is u ~:>d to provide for old 

I now come to the proposal to with­
draw t he conc-ess ion with respect to 
duty-free gasolene. Quite a number of 
misrepresentations have been made on 
the proposal. I said as clearly as I 
could, that the reason for withdrawal 
was the abuse to which the concession 
was subject. It is not, and never was, 
the int-ention of Government or anyone 
in Governme·nt to hurt big busi,ness, 
small business or anyone. As early as 
1952 the question was considered by a 
Committee which found that there was 

A 
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substantial a:buse, and recomme~1ded 
that the concession should be with­
drawn, Ever since that time Govern­
ment has been looking around to find a 
constructive solution (Ill which to cushion 
withdrawal. When I became Rinancial 
Secretary it was one of the first prob­
lems that came t,, me. Much thought 
and time have been devot-ed to, the matter, 
and when power keros1:;ne, which is used 
in the United King-dom, was suggested, 
it seemed the perfect answer, and was 
only accepted after the most diligent 
enquiries and trials had been carried 
out and reported on by the E.G. Rice 
Development Co, I was therefore not 
a little surprised when the prnposal en­
countered the criticisms it has. 

When it became cle;1 r to me that 
industry could be seriously affected by 
the proposal, S~E'>ps wer.e taken to modify 
the recommendation, and a Committee 
appointed to go into the matter. This 
was reported to Fi1~ance Committee, and 
I mentioned thnt the matter would be 
deferred pending th(' report of the Com­
mittee. I hope tha.t something con­
structive will eme1·ge from its labour, 
but J was disappointed to hear Mr 
Jailal speak in the way he did on the 
proposal, because he was not only in 
Finance Committee when the statement 
was made, but he is also a memlber of 
the Committee, and all the facts and 
findings in the matter are in his PDsses­
sion. 

Mr. Speaker: I think that some 
Member said that tlrn proposal had been 
put into effect. I think it was the Rev. 
Mr. Bobb. 

The Financial Secretary: The pro­
posal has not 1,een put into effect: it 
could no,t be until this Council had ap­
proved of the change in th(o law. We 
have also considered what could be 
done to control the concession. The 
United Kingdom, United States and 
Palestine have al,;,a granted similar 
concessions in regard to gasolene, but 
tho,se countries, despite their bette1· 

methods of control, have now iaban'­
doned them because of the difficulty 
of control. Some control can be ex­
ercised, but it could O'.'.lly be done at 
great expense and considerable in­
convenience to users of motor veh.icles 
who would be liable to be stopped at any 
time to have their vehicles examined 
to see whether they were using free 
gasolene. There is ,ibuse of the con­
cession in this Colony, and whether it 
il,volves a loss of revE:nue to the extent 
of $100,000 or $120,000 no one can 
definitely say. 

I think, Sir, I have said as much as 
is necessary in replying to the debate, 
and all that is now left for me to do is 
to thank Member;; llf Financ,e Committee 
and of this Council ·,vho have supported 
me. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that Council resolve itself into 
Committee to consider the Bill clause 
by clause. 

The Attorney General: I beg to 
second that. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Council in Committee. 

Clause 1 passed without discussion. 

Clause 2-T,reasurer to defray ex-
. penses r,f Civil Government. 

The Chairman: Hon. Members will, 
for the purpose of voting, or reduci'.:lg, or 
increasing any of the amounts, be 
guided by the figures in Schedule A. 
What I propose to do is to call the 
Heads. 

The Financial Secretary: I suggest 
that I should call the Heads. 

The Chairman: Very well, 
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The Financial Secretary: Head 
"Governor " . I In\Ne that the sum of 
$21,590 be moved in, as recommended 
by Finance CommittE:e. 

Question put, and a.gre·ed to. 

Head passed at $21,590. 

GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIAT 

The Financial Secretary: Head 
'·Governor's 8ecret:1riat". I moved that 
the sum of $32,~86 be moved in as 
recommended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $32,986. 

LEGJ8LATURE 

The Fina:ncial SecrE:tary Head 
' · Leg1s1ature" . 1 muve t11at the pro­
v1s10n be cal'l'ied out at :i,2~},2O:-J. 'l 'he 
figure pri':1ted in the Appendix is 
~,1~0,368. The explanation is this. lf 
lvlemoers look in ~hH detailed Estimates 
under the Head they would see provision 
for the remuneration of the Speaker anu 
Members of t h~ Executive Cou'!lcil and 
the Legislature, and also at item 2 
provision for Travelling Expenses and 
Subsistence Allowance of Members of 
the Executive Cou-:icil and the Legis­
lature. Those two items by error hav".l 
got into the body of the Estimates. 
They are provided by law and therefore 
have to be shown separately. Having 
done that, it would reduce the amount 
provided under the Appropriation Bill. 

The Chairma~: With that explan-
ation Members would understand. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $29,209. 

Mi·. Raatgever: Befo~e you pass 
on, Sir I would like to know whether it 
would be in order for me to pay tribute 
to the hon. the Financial Secretary for 
the excellence of his reply to the debate 

on the Budget Statement. I have had 
the pleasure to be present with him 
ma:ny years in this Council, and t his 
speech of his is the best and most 
balanced I have heard. I would like to 
ask Members to join me in congratulat­
ing him on the way he delivered it. 

The Financial Secretary: May I 
t.hank hon. Members for the expression. 

AGRICULTURE 

The Financial Secretary Head 
" Agriculture". I move that the sum of 
$1,165,990, as recommended by Finance 
Committee, be inserted in the Schedule. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Ramphal: I rise fir st of all to 
ask a question in order that I may be 
clear in my mi·:id on what we are doing. 
When we say ":1 ye", does it close our 
right to sp-eak on the Head ? 

'I'he Chairman : No. 

Mr. Ramphal : I wish to use this 
opportunity unde1· the Hea.d ·' Agricul­
t ure" to make reference to what I be­
lieve, and what has come to be re­
presented to me, as ,a m a t t e r of 
grave concern in the Civil Service. Sir, 
I think it is the accepted policy of 
Government that wherever Guianese of 
talent and integrity are found t hey 
would be gi1ve:n an opportunity to occupy 
the highest ,position which our country 
can afford them. In this particular re­
spect I am sure that the highest 
officer of the land is i n agree­
ment. But it appears that there is 
a general movement amo~1g certain senior 
Government Officers to do everything 
possible to dest roy that fundamental 
basis o·.:i. which our Service exists. In 
the Department of Agriculture, Sir, we 
do have men of gr eat academic stand­
ing. We have men who have given years 
of very useful service to th is country, 
a:id it is being rumoured in the Civil 
Service now that an attempt is being 
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made to remove one of the gems of our 
Service from the D-epartment in which 
he is most qualified to serve to an­
other Depart ment in order that some 
other Officer may b~ brought to take his 
place. 

When we were doing the Fisheries 
Division in Finance Committee, I asked 
th-e hon. Member i:i charge of Agricul­
ture when the separation of inland and 
sea fisheries was effected, whether 
everything would be done to pre­
vent a further superstructure by the 
introduction of some other officer 
from outside to su'pervise the two 
officers in charge of the divisions; 
and I ,am glad to say that an 
ai;s,urance was giYen to me and to 
Finance Committee 1.hat that was not 
the intention at all. I do not question · 
for a moment the correctness of the 
assurance given. I have taken it and I 
rely on it. 

On the question of th-e Deputy Di:­
rector of Agriculture I can tell this 
(;ou'.:lcil that there is a genuine feeling 
of conaern throughout the Civil Service 
t hat one of our most brilliant sons is 
being pushed aside in order that some­
one else not now in the Service may be 
drawn into the Pcrmane':lt Establish­
ment of our Service. I wish in this high 
place to hope that whim we do injustices 
-we should n-eve1· do them at all, but if 
we do them-we should do them to the 
old men who have little t ime to remain 
to take r evenge on us. Let us not do th~m 
to the y0Li:1g people. I wish to ask that 
those who are in the Government would 
see that justice is done to the young 
people on whom the future of this cou::i.­
try must necessarily rest. 

Mr. Rahaman : Under this Head 
there is a matt-er of vital importance 
which I would like to mention. 11t is 
linked up with the drainag-e and ir­
rigation of Block III on the Corenty·:ie. 
This matter was brought before Fi­
nance Committee, and in this Council 

Lhe hon. Member, Mr. Macnie, spoke 
on the same subject. It is about 
a water supply for from lots of Block 
lll, the area between Nos. 52 and 74. 
The acreage of that area is a,bout 
27,47!), acres and of that 13,000 acres is 
under rice. T.he balance of 14,479 acres 
includes the r esidential area and is 
without a water supply. In 1945, or 
thereabout. the then Governor, Si1· 
Gordon Lethem, at a meetbg with the 
residents of the area said that wat-er 
would be brought to thei r homes and 
backyards in order th::i.t they could have 
kitchen garden::1 and piant cocoanuts in 
that area. '.l'he people are paying for the 
whole of that 'lCr()agc to the Drainage 
a·nd Irrigation Board and all that they 
get is water for 13,/J00 acres though 
rates are collected nn the balance of 
acr es. That question came up in F inance 
Committee and the ho':1. Mr. Macnie also 
spoke on it in this Council. 

I just want to tell you of the cattle 
in that area. Witli you r permission, Sir, 
I would like to read a letter which was 
written-

The Chairman : Written by whom ? 

Mr. Rahaman : Written to the 
Union of Local Authorities by the Dis­
trict Commissioner in Berbice. It is 
dated August, 1945. I quote from the 
letter: 

Sir, 

"District AdmEnistration Office, 
New Amsterdam, J3'erbice; 

23rd August, 1'945. 

I have the honour to address y011 on the 
subject of the Ordinage and Irrigation Im,• 
provement Scheme in Biock Ill Corentyne. 

This Scheme is to provide Drainage and 
Irrigation facilitie« in the First, Second 
and Tnird Depths of Lots 52-74 Corentyne. 
It contains 55,-132 c1cre!l; of w'nich 27,47!) 
acres, comprising; t'be First and Second 
depths will be empoldered and watered; 
pasture lands will be established in 
the Third depth. Practically all the 
first depths comprising 12,225 acres 
is 'held under freehold ownership, while 
ehe depths behind are heid general-

~ 
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[Mr. Rahaman 1 
ly by t!he first depth owners on leases from 
the Crown. 

The cost of the main works estimated at 
$1,719,820:-will be met from Colonial 
Deve1opment Funds as a free grant, while 
it is intended to <:an·y out the internal 
works estimated to cost $452,830:-by loan; 
recoverable to the extent of 50% from 
local authorities and estate proprietors in 
the a>rea. 'I'ne first 50% of the loan will be 
repayaible on the full acreage of the first 
and second depihs. 

Now, the assuL·ance was given to 
empolder about 2'i' or 28,000 acres. 
Now they tell us that they have found 
it impossible to dr.ain that a1'ea by 
means of a canal between No. 51 and 
No. 52. The decision had been taken to 
drain that area by the same canal, and 
I am surpris·ed to learn, from represen­
tations made to me, that the Local 
Authorities have to pay $18,000 to 
empolder the 28,0!)0 acres. 'The fac:t 
also remains that money to the amount 
of $2 millio'.'.l was invested to complete 
the scheme. I call the scheme an incom­
plet-e one. 

'l'he rice lands have been handed 
over to the Local Authorities but not 
the cattle area. The people are willing 
to pay agistment fees but the Gov-ern­
ment must empolder those 28,000 acres, 
because as things stand cattle are roam­
ing all over the place and d-estroyi·:ig 
gardens. People can grow black €ye peas, 
corn and ground nuts. I would like to 
see some encouragement given to the 
peopl-e to plant useful small crops and 
to keep their cattle on pasture lands. 

I want to say something about the 
beef shortage. This is an agricultural 
country and we have no right to suff.er 
from beef shortage. While we depend 
on the Rupununi for cattle, we have on 
the Corentyne Coast facilities to breed 
and rear cattle, but nothing is done in 
respect to ,the Core'!ltyne. I have said it 
repeatedly that encouragement should 

be given to cattle-rearing on the 
Coi-entyne. I k:iow we can raise thou­
sands of head of cattle. I remember :in 
the past thousands of h-ead of cattle 
were exported to Surinam, and Trinidad. 
Today we cannot even supply ourselves 
folly. What is this encouragement w-e 
need? 'rhe building of dams on the 
lands a~1d providing somewh-ere for the 
cattle to graze and sleep at night with­
out getting cramp. I think that is all I 
have to say about cattle. 

Mr. Jail al: I refened to agriculture 
in all its aspects in my sp-eech on the 
Budget, but I think I would be lacking 
in my duty to t his country if I did not 
join ha.nds with the hon. Member, Mr. 
Rahaman, in what he has just said. I 
remember in 1954 bebg given a slight 
tap on the head for having brought the 
name o.f a particnlar officer into this 
Council, and now I know one might bet­
ter paint a picture without calling 
names. A new Direc:.tor of Agriculture 
has been appoi·11tecl, and I believe-I hope 
.( am conect-that we have in him a man 
ot courage to fight to the end with the 
problems of agricult1n-e - at the top 
level. 

I see no reason why this country 
should not seek to make a permanent 
appointment to the post of Deputy 
Director of Agricnlture. An appointment 
is long overdue, and I feel we should 
give the post to no one else save and 
except a Guianesc who has been in the 
service for a long time. One of the offi­
cers who has actually acted in the post 
has come right up the ladder, and if 
we did not appoht him, it would again 
be a case of bn,aldng faith. I f eel 
that this is one case where notice 
must definitely be taken of what is hap­
penbg. It may be that I am a little 
ahead of time, but it is a matter of pub­
lic interest and it becomes n-ec-essary for 
Government to explain its position, so 
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that rumours about the matter would 
cease. 

I wish to support the ho::i.. Member 
Mr. Rahaman in what he said about 
Block III. It is a rnse where we are 
continu ing a wrong policy. We can· 
11ot ask people to pay rates - and 
hjgh rates at that-for lands which they 
cannot occupy. The people use one-half 
of their land for rice planti':ig, and tha 
other half is left unused because there 
is no water. I feel that the Agriculture 
Department anrl the Drainage am1 
Irrigatio':1 Department should Jom 
forces and see to it that these lands a re 
brought into cultivation. 

The Corentyne has brcome the 
granary, and t he Agricultural Depart­
ment would be well advised to let it r e­
main so. It is no use for this Colony to 
fool its·elf that people wi.11 rear cattle 
where rice cultivation would be more 
economical. I mad,; thif\ plea here, :ind I 
bdieve a strong-er rilea is necessary, t hat 
the proposed Block III pasture is in a 
wrong· place. I wish to reiterate that 
Block I'II pasture as proposed shoukl 
not be gone ahead with: for the same 
reaS0'.'1 my friend (Mr. Rahaman ) has 
advocated. It is going to cost us 80-odd 
thousand dollars, whi le on the other hand 
we can r etire our cattle to an area 
that would not co;;t a penny. I venture 
t0 say that the coned time to put cattle 
i::i. that area would be when cattle-l'·ear­
ing becomes an economy. I am sure that 
if we proceed with t his programme of 
spending large sums of money on vast 
empty wastes we will l1e spendi·:ig money 
\.HOngly. 

I heard th·e Financial Secreta1·y say 
that he had proposed that ar-eas in the 
Essequibo should he turned into pastlll'<:>. 
He said he could only adv:ise, but h•· 
could not provide the money- it was for 
other people to do so. It really does not 
require larg·e sums of money. There are 
lands aback of Devonshire Castle, Esse-

---

quibo, and lands on the ba::i.ks of the 
Ituribisi Creek which can easily be 
clDmmecl and used for cattle. All they 
need is a little bit of examination-not 
even technical examination-and they 
are most likely to cost n couple of thou­
sand dollars. All these lands brlong to 
Government and Government is not 
willing t o give them up to private people 
who a,pply for them, proba:bly because 
Government feels that the people might 
not fully utilise them and instea d, in 
the cours<> of time, intend,; to provide 
these lands for th e use of everybody. 

'The Agriculture Department should 
take the lead and make r ecommenda· 
tions to Governme!1t this year or n ext 
yea r. Let the Department be a little 
bolder. I shall not b elabour the point 
any more, but 1 do think that this 
Depar tment should do it; it i.s not for 
the Financial Secretary or the Ex:ecutive 
Council to s it and plan these things. 
Let the Department plan it a':l.d prob­
ably we will find the money for it. I 
maintain that E ssequibo needs a double 
eco·:iomy and t his is one of the economies 
that need providing- for. I am going to 
take wha,t assurance I have got from 
Members of the Gov('rnme~1t. · 

I a.m not going to spend any more 
t ime on this Head. I hope in the cour se 
of time an assnrance will be given that 
we ai,e following the Developme::i.t PJ.an 
to the letter and that all possible help 
and necessary assistance, technical or 
otherwise, would be given to the people. 
I also hope that not i·:i the dim, distant 
foture b ut in the near future our 
schemes for the general benefit of the 
people would be implemented. 

There is anothei· matter I want to go 
into in a little more cleta.il now that I 
am in the Rice M,arketing Board. 
1 feel that Agricultural Instructors 
and other officers of the Department 
should, like primary school teachers, 
be made to put a plan of their worl{ 

I 
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before the Head of their Department. 
In other words, I would like to see im­
provement repregented in their plans 
for lessons, inspections and so on. It is 
stated that notic-~s are put up at village 
offices as regards the activities of these 
agricultural officers, but that is not the 
answer as to where they could be found 
and so o·.:1. If some of these officers made 
a better attempt to do their jobs, I am 
sure we would have a more satisfied 
peas,antry. I sincerely hone that the Head 
of the Department will compel! these 
men to submit reports showing what 
they hnve done from time to time. T'his 
would eliminate mnny of the complai':lts 
that com€ from among the pe>asants. 
•These things should not be seen from 
the top only, but also from below. I 
hope that with the provision of such a 
large sum of monev for thP. running of 
this Department tl1ere will be· better 
plrrnnin/.!' and supP.rvision than we have 
had in the past. 

Those Membel'S who complained 
about plans not being carried out satis· 
factorily were not far wrong. That is 
what motivated my remarks when I said 
that office,rs shrmld be given every 
facility to do their v,ork, and I hope my 
remarks will be given the necessary 
weig-ht. If we provide the necessary 
facilities and the officers cannot do their 
.iobs ·as we expect them to, then let us 
get rid of them. 

Mr. Lee: I would like to refer to 
something relating to development, but 
I do not know whether my representa­
tions to Government will be success­
ful. I have been told that if the rice 
farmers desire to obtain loans from the 
Credit Corporation for the purpos·e of 
planting or reaping, they must first 
form credit societi-es in their re­
spective districts. I feel, however, that 
these people are not heing properly ad­
vised as regards the use of co,-operatives 
flnd so on, and that if Govenrm~I!t does 

not pursue the right policy the rice 
farmers would be thrown right back b·­
to the hands of ·extortionate money­
lenders in order to obtain loans for the 
forthcoming crops. I hope that the sug­
gestio·IJ· for better advice and a better 
policy relating to the rice farmers will 
be adopted. Members of this Council are 
aware of the fact that many of these 
fa.rmers hav,e suffered through the re­
cent rains and are on the brink of ex­
haustion with regard to credit from 
shops a·n.d other places. 

Another matter which I think should 
be considered by Government is its 
policy with rega rd to the fish industry 
-which also concerns the poor man. I 
do not think sutii~ient money has been 
provided for this Department, and un­
less this is done I fea,r that it will 
be a dismal failure. A wrong im7 
,pression would then be created in 
the minds of the people in the 
rur.al are•as who desire to supplement 
their ,earnings from that source. I under­
:.tand that Government intends to pur­
chase a site on the East Coast for the 
use of the industry, but I wou.ld like 
the officers of the D"epartment to inform 
Government that fishes do '.!lot abound 
on aibandoned estates, such as the one 
Government inte-:-ids to purchase. I know 
that experiments are being carried out 
in relat ion to the establishment of a 
modern fishery, but I kn.o,w from ex­
perience that if anyone thinks of gef­
ting sea fish from inland canals 01· 

trenches he will be sadly disappointed. 

The Financial Secretary: I t.hink 
the question of a modern fishery and 
fishing in inland waters are two dif­
ferent t hings. 
[:",I 

Mr. Lee: I venture to think that it 
is because Government has not provided 
sufficient money to carry out the ex­
periments that they have not been suc­
cessful, a::id Government is afraid of the 
criticism I am making. Th,e officers are 
wailaole at the present time, bu,t I fir~q 
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that as soon as something is suggested 
Government says that there is ~'lo money 
tc do it. I inten,l to complain, however, 
so that t his Council should know that 
the mo·:i.ey provided is insufficient to 
".arry out the experiments. If an exp·ert 
says that $5,000 is required for the pur­
pose of carrying out an ,experiment and 
the amount is not provided, then we 
~hould not seek to blame the officer con­
cerned. 

As regards th<f' rice industry, I re'­
peat that if Government fails to provide 
loa~'ls for the rice farmers so as to assist 
them in planting or reaping, they would 
be thrown back into the hands of 
moneylenders. I will co'!lclude by saying 
that it is necessary to exp.,nd the fish 
industry if we desire to su·CtJlement our 
meat supply with fish. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I think it is 
strange that the ho·:1. Member should 
ha¥e chosen to make thes-a 1,emarks at 
this stage. I just want to 3ay that I was 
privileged, two nights ag•J, to atte'!ld a 
showing or exh;bition c~ photographs 
and camrra slide>\ which was giwm by 
Mr. Allsopp, our Fish~ries Officer, at th <" 
office of the F.O.A. in Georgetown. It 
was, indeed, a most remarkable exhibi­
tion, and I came awny feeling extremely 
pleased and proud of that particular 
officer and of his knowledge. May I say 
that those pictures covered som,e of the 
work we are doing in British Guiana 
which has been extended from some of 
the countries Mr. i, llsop,p w.as privileged 
to visit in the course of his F.0.A. tour, 
The countries were Brazil, Haiti, Ja­
maica, Cuba, Palestine and Indonesia, 
and Mr. Allsopp had taken those remark­
ably fine coloured slides and subs·equently 
attached to them n. running commentary 
in the form of a -lecture describing th e 
various exp·eriments t hat were going on. 
I came away somewhat ·edified by what 
I had heard and seen, and with the 
knowledge that he was going to do 
ever;vthing he could to i-:itroduce s\~il;,lr 

work and, I hope, with similar success 
in British Guiana. 

It must not necessarily be thought 
that the fish which will be cul­
tivated will be the delectable ha'Ssar. 
We may find a better type of fish. 
I heard Mr. Allsopp speak of the 
Israeli Carp, ,, very delectable fish 
which is being tried out here. It also 
must not be thought that because of the 
habitat of the hassa.r it c,annot be cul­
tivated elsewhere. The whole idea is to 
cultivate fish in a fish 'l)ond. Another 
tl~ing is the cultivation of brackish 
water fish-to establish fish ponds 
along our sea c0:a.sts in the courida 
swamps ; to empolder those areas and 
convert them into fish ponds. I do 
ask the hon. Member to trust thos-e 
offic·ers who have acquired an im­
mense amount of knowledge, and I 
feel sure that if they want money for 
those experiments Government would 
certainly agree to invite this Council to 
vote the necessary money. 

There was one point in the hon. 
MembPr's remarks which I really could 
not follow - hi,; reference to the 
cultivation of marine fish inla nd. 
The proposals with respect to marine 
f ish have nothing to do w ith in­
l!and fish. The idea is to utilize to 
better advantag-e the fi sheries we have, 
and to ascertain those techniqu,es to be 
used at s·ea that would provide the 
greates,t quantity of fish and improve 
the means of catchhg that fish, and th-e 
process of bringing it in and marketing 
it. The inland side is an attempt to 
actually cultivate fish for food. I have 
tried to make myself clear on this very 
little known subject about which, up to 
a few hours ago, I did not know very 
much.• I do not want to appear dis­
courteous to Mr. Rahaman who is not 
now here, but I wish to s,ay I hope he 
will appreciate that I could not give him 
any detailed answn, particularly with 
regard to the technical asp-ects. 

I heard Mr. Macni,e suggest that 
the vari ous Local Government Author-
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ities concerned should make repr-esen­
tations a'hout the proposition to bring 
water to the road, a proposition which 
they say was a promise of a previous 
Government. I ,vould like to make some 
inquiries into the matter to see whether 
there is reasonable hope of Government 
taking the initiative in this matter. 

On the question of the Block III 
pasturage 'l have today had put on my 
desk some draft legislation concerning 
that. I am not myself satisfied about the 
whole busin·ess, and J am calling a con­
ferenee about it, but I cannot of course 
undertake to agree with Mr. Jailal's 
presentation of the case. I disagree 
violently with him but I wil'l tell him 
that I undertake to go into the matter 
mys·elf. 

Mr. Raatgever: I wish tJo asso.ciate 
myself wi,th the r -emarks which have 
been made by the hon. Mr. Ramphal 
regarding the appointment of a Deputy 
Director of Agriculture when the post 
becomes vacant. I am aware that Mem­
bers of this Council have nothing to do 
with appointments, but it is our duty 
whe·n matters of this kind are brought 
to our att-ention, to ventilate them here. 
All things being equal the local man 
must be appointed. During the 91 years 
I have been a Memly::r of the Legislature. 
I have always exp1•essed that view, a':ld 
I shall continue to do so. 

Mr. Farnum · (Member for Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co­
operative Development) : With regard 
to Food Production l ,oans I thbk it is 
well known that in the past those !oans 
·were made through the Co-operative 
Credit Banks which have now gone out 
of ex;,stenre. Today farmers who desi1~ 
such ioans have to apply to t he Credit 
Corporation through the Regional Devel­
opment Committee. It was pointed out 
that this procedure involved delay, con­
sequently an arrangement was made 
with the Co-operative Department where­
b;v the money to be refunded the share-

holders of the Co -operative Credit Banke 
would .be pooled to form the nucleus of 
thrift societies. Loans would be made 
to the members from the accumulated 
share capital, but applications for loans 
above that capital would have to be made 
to the Credit Corporation in bulk, and 
the societies wot1ld the,;i make individual 
loans to th·eir members. 

In addition to that the operation of 
each society is confined to an area of 
three miles so that its members would 
know the perso':ls who wished to bonow 
money. If money was lent for farming 
the members of the society would be 
able to se-e that it is used for that 
purpose. I beli-eve thre are 80,000 rice 
formers in the Colony, and it will be 
appreciated that there would be con­
siderable delay if individual applications 
for loans had to be dealt with by the 
Credit Corporation. It is therefore more 
expeditious for those societies to borrow 
large sums from the Credit Corporation 
and make loans to individual members. 
I ca·!l assure this Council that th-e matter 
is being dealt with very expeditiously 
and extra staff has been asked for by 
the Co-operative Department. 

Mr. Carter: I rise to support the 
hon. Mr. Ramphal in his clamour for 
British Guiana jobs for Guianese. I spoke 
very feelingly yesterday in dealing with 
the Department of Agriculture. I under­
stand tha,t someone from outsid,e will 
be appointed to the post of Deputy Di­
rector of Agriculture when it becomes 
vacant, a~d that a local officer who has 
qualifi-ed himself for appointment to 
the post is likely to be transferred to 
some other country. T do not agree with 
the hon. Mr. Raatgever that matt-ers of 
this kind ca-:mot be brought up in this 
Council. 

Mr. Raatg,ever: I did not say that. I 
said that this Council has nothing to do 
with appointments, but when such mat­
ters are brought to the att,ention of 
Members it is our duty to ventilate them 
here, 
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Mr. Carter: This, happens to be a 
debate on the Budget, and as we are 
voting money for this Department I 
t hink it is the prope1· time to speak on 
a matter of this kind. This is a case in 
which we h ave a qualified local man, but 
someo-:ie from abroad is to be appointed 
to a vacant post. I would advise tJ1e 
Council not to vot~ the salary for the 
post. 

The Chairman: I cannot allow any 
Member to refer to any member of the 
Civil Service either by ·:iame or indirect 
reference. I know it is not the proper 
t:hi-:ig :to do. It is ,against parlia­
menta.ry practice. "When the hon. Mem­
ber, Mr. Ramphal, spoke I u·:iderstood 
him to say that he deprecated the re­
moval of the officer from one -place to 
another in ord-er that some other person 
be put in his place. Now I hea,r some­
thing different. 'J'his person •is to be 
transferred to another Colony. 

The Chief Secretary: I do not wish 
to ddscuss any particular appointment 
in the Service. I think tt is improper. I 
regret this question being raised at this 
time. But I would like to make o:-ie 
point as ther,e seems to be some mis'­
underst:anding. Promotions in the Civil 
Service are governed by qualification, 
se~'liol'ity and merit. In considering pro· 
motions, officers serving in the British 
Guiana Service are giv,en first pre­
f erence, and if there are suitable officers 
in the Service they receive promotion. 
But all servi·:1g officers receive equal con­
s ideration. I would like to stress that 
point. The question whether that offtlcer 
is a native o,f Britiish Guiana or not .is 
quite immate1,ial. 

Mr. Ramphal: I spoke on the general 
principle, a·11d I made the reference 
merely in passing. 

The Chairman: I would be glad if 
no further reference is madB to it.· 

The Financial Secretary : 
course of the 1-eply made 

In the 
by Sir 

Frank McDavid, to hon. Members, he 
said he had seen pictures of fish lif,e and 
culture which had been exhibited. I , too, 
have seen th-ese pictures. I happened to 
see them in 'r •rinidad where I met Mr. 
All.sopp. It would be a very good thbg 
if those pictures co11ld be shown to 
Members of thi;:; Council. They cer­
tainly have a certain amount of interest. 

Before I take my seat there is another 
point I would like to make. The hon. 
Member, Mr. · Lee, spoke about loans 
from the Credit Corporation. Loans do 
not come under this Head, but the point 
is this. The Credit Corporation comes 
ur.d·er my portfolio, and I would be very 
glad if the hon. MBmher would meet 
me and the Member in charge of the 
Co-operative Dep~Lrtment, because I 
think we may be able to fix the matter 
for him. It is a question of policy. I do 
not think we can depru-t from the policy 
that has bee:i laid down, b ut I may he 
able to help t he hon. Member if he se-es 
me. 

Mr. Lee: Thank you. 

Sir Frllillk McDavic! : I am told 
that Mr. Allsopp is willing to ex­
hibit the pictures to Members of this 
Council. I will certainly make the 
suggestion to see wheth-er it can be 
done. 

The Chairman : Hon. Members 
will allow me to refer to one of th<.! 
points rais•ed. I know there are are::is 
in the vicinity of Boerasirie where they 
pri.y full rates for benefits which do not 
exist. 'l'hat is the complaint. 

Mr. Raatge.ver: I can support that. 
T,hel'e is an ·estate that my f irm owns 
on the Core-:ityne, Auchlyne in Block III, 
for which we pay :,. drainage and irriga­
tion rate of $6.00 a y·ear and get no 
water or drainage. I have said it he1·~ 
over and over, and I have said i t in the 
Executive Council. 

Head passed at $1,165,!)!)Q, 
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The Financial Secretary: Analyst­
I move that the sum of $35,144, as 1-e­
commended by Finance Committee, be 
moved in under this Head. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

Head passed at $35,144. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: I move 
that .the sum of $97,126, as recommend,ed 
by Ftinance Committee be moved in un­
der t his Head. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT 

Question put, acid agreed to. 

Head passed at $97,126. 

CENTRAL HOUSING AND PLANNING 
AUTHORITY 

The Financial Secretary: Central 
Housfa1g and Planning Authority-I 
move that the sum of $71,278 be moved 
in under this Head. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $71,278. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT- CmEF 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

The Financial Secretary: Central 
Secretariat, Chief Secretary's Office- I 
move that the provision be carri,ed out 
at $60,800, as recommended by Finance 
Committee. 

Question put, and agr eed to. 

Sub-Head passed at $60,800. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT-DEPARTMENTAL 
SECRETARIATS 

The Financial Secretary: Depart­
mental ~ec;-eta;·iats-i move tha~ t}1e 

provision be carried out at $138,261, as 
recommended by Finance Committ,o,e. 

Question put., and agreed to. 

Sub-head pass-eel at $138,261. 

COLONIAL SECRETARIAT-ESTABLISH-
MENT DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: Establish­
ment Department--! move that the pro­
vision unde-r this Head be carried out at 
$94,541. 

Mr. Ramphal: I want to ask the 
hon. the Financial Secretary, if he wants 
more money for this Department. I 
know he has had a fai,r]y large number 
of officers added, but it is my imp1,es• 
sion that the Establishment Branch is 
still carryi,ng a tremendous heavy load, 
and I wish to invite him not to hes,itate 
to come to us. I know this particular 
branch is very heavily ov,erburdened. 

The Chief Se1cretary: We have not 
yet appointed all the additiOC1al staff 
which ihas been provided under the 
Estima,tes to the end of last year. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Sub-head passed at $94,541. 

COLONIAL SECRETARIAT-PUBLIC SERVI'CE 
COMMISSION. 

The Financial Secretary: Public 
Service Commission - I move that the 
provision he carried out at $24,840, as 
recommended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Sub-head passed at $24,840. 

COLONIAL SECRETARIAT-INFORMATION 
SERVICES 

The Financial Secretary-: Informa­
ti~n Services-I ~ove that the provision 

"S 
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be carried out at $135,443, as recom­
mended by Finance Committee. 

Mr. Ramphal: The hon. the Finan• 
cial Secretary was informed that he had 
promised that this bformation Se•rvices 
Department would provide ,a book1'et 
which would inform the public as to 
what our general development proi­
gramme is. A whole year has passed and 
we have not had the booklet as yet. 

The Chairman: It was a very good 
report we had yesterday. 

Mr. Ramphal: We have gone further 
tha·::i tha.t. Unfortunately you were not 
in Finance Committee to hear the dis­
cussion. That was promised us, and we 
have not had it fulfilled. 

The Financial Secr-etary: The hon. 
Member is quite right. 'l'his matter 
came up in Finance Committee when 
the Development Plalis were being con­
sidered, and it was said the boQklet 
would be published. Such a booklet is 
now being prepared a:.:i.d, I think, the 
comments of a number of people ar·e be­
ing iiwited on it. 'J'he hon. Memb~r may 
be able to give very valuable sugges­
tions, and I shall speak to the Informa­
tim1 Officer. I think he would be very 
grateful for any assistance the ho·:i. 
Member cai.:1 give him. 

Question put, and agre~d to. 

Sub-head passed at $135,413. 

CIVIL AVIATION 

The Financial Secretary : Civil 
Aviation-I move that the provision be 
carried out at $100,730, as rceommend~d 
by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $100,730. 

DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATIVE MOVE· 
MENT 

The Financial Secretary: Co-opera­
tive Department-I mov.e that the pro.­
vision be carried out at '$99,454, as 
recommended by Finance Committee. 

Q'uestion put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $99-,454. 

CUSTOMS AND ExCISE 

The Financial Secretary: Customs 
and Excise-I move that th~ provision 
be carried out at $435-,249, as recom­
mended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Head passed at $435,249. 

DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 
DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: Drainage 
and Irrigation Department - 1 move 
that/ the provision be carried out at 
$201,600, as recommended by Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. Jailal : In my speech on the 
Bud,get I reforred to this Department, 
and I said at that time that I would 
speak further u·:-ider the Head. T his De• 
partment is a Nvenue-earning depart­
me·11t or a revenue-collecting department. 
By that I mean that rates are coUected 
from the various villages and estates, 
the landed proprietors, in the areas that 
are termed Drainage a,nd Irrigation 
areas. '!'here are sever.al of these areas 
which have become distressed areas be• 
cause of the fact that our drainag,e a:ad 
irrigation facilities are incomplete and 
also inadequate. While I was outside I 
heard the hon. Mr. Rarutgever, refer 
to Auchlyne ,estat e paying soffi€­
thing like $6.00 per acre for drain­
age and irrigation. I have known th1:1 
Auchlyne estate from my very boyhood 
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days, and since those days Auchlyne 
never had proper drainage and irri,ga­
tion. It would seem unfair to the pro­
prietors of that estate that they should 
be burdeened with these :rates. The 
estates cannot pa.y them and ;the 
farmers, who rent lands o~'l those 
estates a.nd are now protected to a 
very high degree in terms of security, 
do not propose or hope to give one nick.­
el more in terms of rent because of the 
facilities afforded them Auchlyne es­
tate as any other estate for that matter 
cannot carry on except they can pay 
their ·.'lormal liabilities , and •I see no 
reason why we should not do something 
to assist them, where the Department 
has failed to be able to implement the 
facilities for which the p,eople are pay­
ing rates. 

The same condition is obtaining o~'l 
th·e l:!.:ssequibo Coast. There you have 
four to five small proprietors who ow11 
lands and are paying drainage and ir­
rigiation rates. I know that they stra.in 
every effort to pay those rates. I r,efer 
particularly to the lands that d1ia'in 
through the 'l'hre,e Friends sluice·. For 
several years no,w that Three Friends 
sluice has been inactive. In 1954 Pln. 
M:abstay lost 65 acres of rice, properly 
empoldered and ::1ew land. I know also 
that notice was given to thee proprietor 
of that estate that it would be put up 
for sale if he did not pay his dm,inage 
and i,rrigation rates. I know that be­
cause I had to make representation on 
his behalf in the matter. How arie those 
people going to pay those riates ·? The 
Department is not standbg by the peo­
ple. 'l'here are no provisions, as I said 
originally, for this particular thing. 

Except we can do something about 
providing thie facilities for which we 
charge fees, I recommend we withdraw 
the charges. We cannot let these p·eople 
·suffer all the time. Maybe many of the 
Members arotr:1d this taible do not fully 
understand this subject, but there are 
very few estates that are paying dr-ain• 

age and irrigation rates and are getting 
good advantage out of dr-aina,g,e, and I 
strongly recommend to Government that 
if we cannot immediately put into effect 
proper clrainag-e and proper irrigati,0::1, 
drnn we should withdraw charges for 
them. 

I want to r efer to the islands of 
W akenaa,m and Leguan. A long time 
ago these places were declared drainage 
areas. True ,enough, uates are not 
cJ1,arged in some cas~s, but it is no use 
havi:.:1g an area as a d1,ainage area and 
not doing the wo•rk. In the is land of 
Wakenaam there is a single prope·rty 
of no less than 400 acres which long ago 
produced sugar cane. 'l'he sea has caused 
thee land-a good portion of it-to 
become practically useless., and if we 
do the work we can save at least some 
acres of good arabl,e soil. I think this 
depa:rtment must at once proceed with 
the policy of taking care of these things. 
ln l<'inance Committee the Director of 
this dep,a,rtment told us he did not have 
the necessary technical help. At that 
time it was suggested that 1f we could 
not obtain the technfoal help we need 
from England, the::1 we should look to 
other sources. 

I wish now to reiterate my recom­
mendation that ii' we cannot get help 
from England for the salaries we offor, 
then we should turn to Holland, for that 
country has engine·ers with .a particular 
bias towards our type of work here. The 
UniveFsities in HoUand are training 
people who take up jobs in Venezuela 
and in other parts of South America, 
and consequently we can encourage them 
to come to this country. Th,e Holla·:1d 
guilder is below our dolJ.ar and I feel 
that the money we would offer would 
be attractive enough to -engineers from 
Holland. I wish. to recommend that in 
order to speed up our dev,elopme::1t work 
and give full effect to it, we should try 
to get t hese engineers at once. I feel 
that the contribution this department 
could make is so big and so 11ecessa.ry 
that we should not hesitate in such a 
matter. 
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I want to reply to the hon. the Finan­
cial Secretary's r ebuttal. He did not 
sa y it directly but he asked me to find 
the money. I proposed that this country 
should purchase a dredge for use within 
the cotr.:1try. We are planning to spend 
a lot of money in our development pro-­
gramme and we will have to dig a lot 
of drains. I have said that in order to 
retire a sluice-in order t o remove it 
from one spot to the other- the normai 
cost seems to be about $35,000. The 
dredg·e I am talking about would cost 
tliis country $6 million. Of cours·e it is 
quite a large sum of money, but the 
asset the dredge would be to this 
department would be great and with 
this dredge in use it would change the 
picture ,in regard to Budgets because 
the money spe-:1t to 1·etire sluices would 
be saved. A dredge would help in sea 
defience. As .I said before, we can put 
the suction hose into the mouth of the 
s luice and ch:aw the mud away. I sug­
gest that a loan be sought to purchase 
this equipment. If a farmer wa·:its a 
tractor and approaches someone for a 
loan he us ually has to ·convince that 
1,<orson t hat his need for the tractor is 
reasonable a·:id that in a few years' timtl 
he would pay off the loan. It is t he 
same with us. This country has 
borrowed money for all kinds of things 
and I suggest that this proposition be 
given some consideration. 

I s-ee Messrs. Bookers are putting 
dow-:i a great big pumping stallion. The 
excavation works that are being done 
cos t t housands of dollars. Those• who 
k:10w the dredge I am talking about 
would know that it .could do the work 
of a pumping station. All that needs to 
be done is to put t he hos-e down, and 
with this equipment doing wo1·k other 
tha'.!1 that for Government the fees 
charged would repay the expense of 
purchase. I f eel that an investigat ion 
by this department into this particular 
~ uggestion should be undertaken, a·:id 
the Member in charire of this depart­
ment would ,be -well-advised to look into 

it. Places like Texas are building roads 
with the aid of a clredge. 10ne of these 
days we might wake up to find Nog 
Ens giving us some trouble. Our entir e 
waterfront of the Demerara River can 
become as good as the waterfront in St. 
Lucia where the boats can moor along­
side without wharves. But without a 
suction dr-eclge it would be utterly im­
possible to tackle such a probl1em. I feel 
some· step should be taken to go into 
this s uggestio::i. 

I feel that a dredge would bring much­
needed help to the farming community. 
It would probably prove some sort of 
counter to the Hutchinson schemes for 
Eastern Demerara and Westen B'erbice, 
and I know my friend the hon. Member, 
l\'.Ir. Lee agrees with me tha.t if we oan 
deepen the mouths of th-e Mahaica and 
lVfahaicony, and the Abary we will 
cer tai·11ly be able to take off more water 
than we are taking off now. When a 
flood condition exists and t he mouths 
of those rivers fail io take off the water, 
t hen an over-,all floodi·ng of the back­
lands res ults. Tl·,-e dredge " Sir Craw­
ford" cannot do the work : it is im-· 
possible; but a suction dredge can do it 
to very good advantage, and ,all the 
mo-:1.ey we are going to spend on Bellamy 
will be useless if we de not have ,a means 
of st-eadily empolcl.ering our s•ea front. 
I wish t o emphasise as much as 
possible the nect!ssity for a suction 
dredge.• 

The Chairman: The hon. Member 
is repeating with emphasis, what he has 
previously said a!1d I cannot allow him 
to do that at this stage. I am anxious 
to put the question about this Budget 
this aftem oon. I am sure the hon. Mem­
ber's criticisms have .been listened to 
wi.th respect. Leave th-e matter as it is. 

Sir Frank McDavid: At the risk 
c,t d,etainbg the Council for five 
minutes, I wcmld like to say a few words, 
I think the hon. Member is interpreting 
t he Drainage and Irrigation Depar tment 
a3 a revenue-collecting operation. Irt is 
:.10thing of the kind. I think it is well 
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kuown that a Board- the Drain-ag·e and 
Irrigation Board -is the instrument by 
which ,1,ates are levied. The Drainage 
and Irrigatio·:i Department is ,engaged 
in the construction of main works, and 
,t is ,also the machinery by which ,the 
Drai·nage and Irrigation Board under­
takes maintenance. Although it is not 
much of a point to make, still I must 
correct him. 

On the question of rates, a·:iother 
seeming inaccuracy occmTed in his 
remarks because he may have implied 
tltat rates are levied on some arbitrary 
basis from drainage areas .and whether 
or not work is done, these rates are 
levied. Of course, that is not the case. 
Bstimates are made on the basis of coBt 
of work, and that is the position in 
which drainage and in-igation fbd 
chemselves, and I have ev,ery sympathy 
with it. Several areas have the advantage 
of ad-equate drainage ; there are some 
areas where heavy pumping is clone and 
there are other areas where no pumping 
is done. But still, the whole arTangement 
is so poor tha.t th-e result is not com­
mensuraite with the amount of money 
expended by the Board, and, of course 
the money expended in rates has to meet 
the Board's expenditure. My own idea 
of the whole set-up in this country is 
that we should have average drainage 
rates. It is a big subject. I have heard 
many people speaking about it in the 
pa.st, but the fame has now come whec:i., 
indeed the whole structure by which 
drainage and irrigation is controlled in 
Britis.h Guiana should be re-mocl-eUed. 
As I said, i,t is a big subject, a·:icl I think 
it would take two or three years at !,east 
before legislation cau be brought for­
ward. 

the complete scheme is finished. But in 
so far as villages are concerned, I am 
sure Members will recall that a v,ery 
large portion of the rates of the local 
authorities is paid by Government itself. 
Some $85,000, representmg a substantial 
portion of the rates levi,ecl by the Drain­
age and lrrigation Board, was paid by 
Government. I cannot at!iempt to answc1· 
the question this afternoon; it is 
a very big subject. I do sympathis-e 
with those areas where the work has 
been clone, and where the rate is much 
too high for the villagers. 

Mr. Carter: I want to object to the 
speed with which the Fir:iancial Secre­
tary is rushing this Appropriation Bill 
so as to pass the Estiimates this after­
noon. 

The Financial Secretary: I am not 
endeavouring to rush this Bill a·:1d pass 
the Estimates this afternoon, Sir. 

CIVIL AVIATION 

The Chairman: I have said that if 
any Member wishes to s.peak o~'l a 
particular item he should say so. Does 
the hon. Member desire to sp-e-ak under 
any particular head ? 

Mr. Carter: Yes, Sir; under the 
head Civil Aviation- item (b) - Assis­
tant Director of Civil Aviation- (De­
puty Airport Superintenclent)-$4,320. 

The Chairman: Then let the item 
be recommitted. 

Item 1,ecommi ttecl. 

Mr. Carter: In Finance Committee 
I raised a·:i objection relating to this 
particular item, because I understood 

In so far as Auchlyne is concerned, that it was int,endecl ,to appoint someone 
I know the Governor in Cou-:icil- ancl I, from abroad to this post when there was 
myself- were surprised to he::ir of the n loool candidate fully qualified for it. 
difficulty and adversity of the pro- I should therefore like the M,ember for 
prietors and o,ther-; :n the vicinity, and . Aviation to reiternte his promise when 
I assume that the drainage work " he said that h,e was going bto the quali­
carried on there will go on in part u:itil fications of that officer. I am referring 
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to his report to Finance Committee on 
this particular question . 

Mr. Kendall (Member for Com­
munications and Works): I think my 
hon. friend misunderstood me. What I 
said was that if the person concerned 
had the qualificatio·:i., I thought his ap­
plication would be considered. I would 
like to say publicly that Members 
charged with portfolios have nothing to 
do wl,th the appointment of officers. 
That is ha'.!1.dled by the Chief Secretary 
and the Public Service Commission, so 
that I would not he able to give any guar­
antee or promise that the person conc·ern­
ed would be appointed. What I say is 
that so long as he is qualified a'.!ld makes 
h is application, I am certain that his 
application would be considered . . 

Mr. Carter: The observation made 
by ,the Membe1· for •Communications 
led one to believe that local candidates 
were being considered for the post. 

The Chief Secretary: Sir, I must 
object to what amounts to ,lobbying by 
an individu:il for a post in the Public 
Service of this Colony. 

Mr. Cart•er: I may not be represent­
ing an individual. I am only saying that 
there was a post for which a local can­
didate was qualified, and I would like to 
know whether his appli-cation was con­
sidered. 

The Chief Secretary: The hon. Mem­
ber was referring to an individual, oi 
course. 

Mr. Raatgev.er: The feeling outside 
is that local men are bei,'.!J.g pushed aside 
as regards posts for which they are 
qualified, and it is not a good thing. 
Mr. Carter i,s entirely correct. We are 
hearing tremendous outcries that many 
of our own people are qualified but are 

not given posts for which they are qua.!i­
fied, and that is the reason why they are 
going abroad' in s uch large numbers, 
second only to ,Jamaica. If they are 
qualified a-:id they are not being· con­
sidered for posts in their own country, 
where must they go? They must go else­
where, but that i ,; not right. T'his is 
their own country and the country that 
owes them a living. I quite agree with 
Mr. Carter. 

The Chairman: The only complaint 
is that ther•e must be no refetence to 
any particular individual; that is the 
Chief Secretary's point. I must explain 
that Mr. Carter has not been b public 
life for a very long time. T'he hon. the 
Chief Secretary has also explained that 
although he is the holder of the po:rt­
folio relating to the post he cannot do 
anything. It is the Public Service Com­
mission which d-eals with such matters. 

Mr. Raatgever: May I s-uggest that 
·we take the adjournment now, Sir? '[tis 
near 5 o'clock and there are many it~ms 
left for consideratio'.!1. 11 would like to 
speak further, bui; T am not prepared to 
do so this afternoon. 

The Chairman: Very well; we will 
take the adjournme'llt at 5 o'clock. 

LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEME 

Mr. Raat~ever: I am going to ask 
that iaction be taken to get this 
Departme·11t started as quickly as 
possible. I have said time and again th'<lt 
this is a most necessary Department 
in the Government today, and when it 
is started i.t is goi:i.g to give the peop~-e 
a greater stake in their country. It will 
make them more contented and give them 
morl:l employment. The sooner it is set 
up the better it wm he . 

The Chairman : I propose to ad­
journ until Tuesday next at 2 p.m. 
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The Chief Secretary: Subject to 
your decision, Sir, is thei!e any objection 
to Monday? 

The Chairman: Mo,nday is practi­
caJly a _ dies non in ihis Colony. 

The Chief Secretary: It does not 
appear to me that that is any reason 

• 

why we should not sit in Council on 
that day. 

Mr. Raatgever: I suggest Tuesday, 

Sir. 

The Chairman: Council is adjournerl 
u~1til Tuesday next, at 2 p.m. 
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