















































































































































































































































































































































23 WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 26
Tuesday, 11th May, 1965

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Clerks of Works and Buoilding
Inspectors

12. Mr. Bence asked the Minister «
Housing and Local Government if he
will take steps to increase the number of
clerks of works and building inspectors.

Mr. MacColl : So much construction
work is at present in hand that persons
with technical qualifications in building
are bound to be in great demand. My
right hon. Friend is not aware of a
shortage confined to the local authority
activities with which he is concerned,
but if my hon. Friend has evidence he
will be glad to see it.

New Towns

16. Mr. William H: ilton asked the
Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
ment what further plans he has for desig-
Dating mew towns.

Mr. Crossman : At present I have no
plans beyond those I announced to the
House in February for two new towns in
the North-West. one in North Bucks
and the “doubling” of Ipswich, Nor-
thampton and Peterborough.

Gypsies

25. Mr. Norman Dodds asked ihe
Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
ment what progress has been made with
the survey on gypsies and other travel-
lers; what counties have failed o give
the required information: and what he
proposes to do when all returns are in to
improve the present unsatisfactory
situation,

Mr. Crossman : Returns have been re-
ceived from all the county and county
borough councils and these are now being
analysed. I would like to consider the
results before deciding upon further
action.

Local and National Finance
(Review)

26. Mr. Dudley Smith asked the
Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
ment how many officials are engaged
full-time in carrying out the Govern-
ment’s review of local and national

finance in relation to the rates problem ;
when he expects them to submit their
report ; and if he will publish it.

Mr. Crossman : As I said in the debate
last Wednesday, we now have all t
background information that is necedea
for this review., The initial work w
carried out by three official workil
parties: one investigated new sources o.
local revenue ; one co-ordinated Depart-
mental projections of local authori
expenditure over the next decade; the
third dealt principally with grants and
rates. All three working partics have
now reported. In addition, of course,
the Allen Committee has presented its
report on the impact of rates on hous
holds. We have the information: v
are now working on the action that is
follow.

The Finance Division of my Ministry
was strengthened to undertake the nece
sary calculations and staff were fo-
cated to the work as required. 11
maximum number exclusively engagt
on this work at any one time has bes
eight. An Assistant Secretary has bec
fully engaged on the work from tt
outset. The hiring of a mini-com;
has now eliminated the need for a b
staff engaged on test grant calculations.

The papers assembled by officiale a1
not intended for publication. We aul
announce our conclusions and prop 1
when we are ready to do so.

Planning Proposals
{Representations)

28. Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd asked the
Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
ment if he will take steps, in consulia-
tion with planning authorities, to inform
members of the public of the procedure
for consideration of representations
which may have been made for or
against any particular planning proposal.

Mr. MacColl : The procedure adopted
for considering representatioms is a
matter for each planning authority te
decide.

29. Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd asked the
Minister of Housing and Local Govern-
ment what steps he is taking, in con-
sultation with planning authorities, to





















































