789 Members Present .

LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

Thursday, 12th October, 1944.

The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Officer Administering
the Government, the Hon. W. L. Heape,
C. M. G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT:

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary
(Acting) Mr. M. B. Laing, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C. B. E.

The Hon. J. A,
(Nominated).

Liuckhoo, K.C.

The Hon. J. I. deAguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E,,
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O0.B.E,
(Georgetown South).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O0.B.E,
(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North
Western District).

The Hon. A. G. King (Demerara

River),
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The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.-E.,
(Nominated).

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 6th of October,
1944, as printed and circulated, were
confirmed.

PAPERS LAID.

The COLONIAL TREASURER
(Mr. McDavid) laid on the table a
series of Despatches (Legislative Coun-
cil Paper No. 21 of 1944) addressed
by the Governor and the Officer
Administering the Government, respec-
tively, to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies forwarding applications for
free grants under the Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act, 1940, to meet
the cost of Schemes undertaken in
connection with the expansion of the
Rice production in the Colony.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

VLISSENGEN LIEN. AND LACYTOWN
PROPERTIES.

Mr. GONSALVES gave notice of the
following questions:

1. What was the amount payable by
the proprietors of lots in Lacytown in
respect of the Vlissengen I.den? What
amount has already been paid?

2. When will the proprietors of lots
in Lacytown be fully relieved of the pay-
ment of the said lien?

ORDER OF THE DAY.
ESTATE OF JOHN DE FREITAS, DEC'D
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

(Mr. M. B. DLaing, Acting): I beg to
move the following motion:—




791 Estate of John de Freitas

THAT, with reference to the Officer
Administering the Government’s Message
No. 11 of the 16th of September, 1944, this
Council in accordance with the proviso to
section 13 (3) of the Public Trustee
Ordinance, Chapter 245, authorizes the
payment of the balance at credit of the
estate of John de Freitas, deceased, to th=
relatives of the said deceased as recom-

mended by the Public Trustee. to he
divided as follows:—

(a) to Mary Agnes de Freitas ... $ 73.60
(b) to the five nephews 1220.79

to be divided equally among them less the
expense of $12.46—which was incurred in
tracing their whereabouts.

Hon. Members, who have read
Your Excellency’s Message, will know
that the late Mr. John deFreitas died
in November, 1935, and his estate was
administered by the Public Trustee.
After the usual payments had been
made the sum of $294.39, as unclaimed
balance, was paid into the Treasury to
the credit of his estate. His niece,
Mary Agnes deFreitas, made claim to
the amount and enquiries were made
in Madeira as to whether there wecre
any other heirs of Mr. John deFreitas.
His - Majesty’s Consul at TFunchal,
Madeira, traced the whereabouts of
five nephews of Mr. de Freitas and
recommendations were made that Miss
Agnes de . Freitas and those five
rephews who were living in Madeira
should be paid the balance at

credit

of the estate.
Under the Public Trustee Ordi-
nance, Chapter 245, the proviso to

section 13 (3) provides that the
Legislative Council may authorize the
payment of any sum of money paid
over to the Colonial Treasurer under
the provisions of the Ordinance to
anyone whom they may consider to
have an equitable claim thereto. The
Public Trustee considers the nephews
of the deceased also have a claim to
to this amount, and it is proposed in
accordance with the motion that the
sum should be divided as set out
the motion:—

in
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(a) to Mary Agnes de Freitas $ 73.60
(b) to the five nephews
in Madeira ... 220.79

to be divided equally among them less the
expense of $12.46, which was incurred in
tracing their whereabouts.

As I have said, the proviso to
Section 13 (3) of the Public Trustee
Ordinance gives the Legislative Council
power to authorize these payments, and
I therefore recommend that this
motion be accepted and the amounts be
paid as stated.

The COLONIAI, TREASURER sec-
onded.

Question put, and agreed to.

Motion passed.

EXx-I’cpL. [. A. FONTANELLE’S

REVISED PENSION AND GRATUITY.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
beg to move.—

That, with reference to the OCfficer
Administering the Government’s Message
Nn. 5 of the 2nd of August, 194, this
Council approves of the enlire service
of Ex-Lance-Corporal of Police No. 4094
Isaac A. Fonianelle being counted for
pension and that he receive a revised

pension and gratuity of $169.30 and $820,
respectively.

The facts of this case are fully set
out in Your Excellency’s Message, No.
5, and very briefly they are that this
Police Constable, Mr. Fontanelle, first
joined the Police Force in 1913 and in
1915 volunteered for service with Wis
Majesty’s Forces in the last Great War.
He left this Colony with the Wirst
Contingent and saw aclive service in
Egypt where he was wounded. He
returned to the Colony in 1919 and on
account of his injuries could not then
obtain readmission to the Police Force.
However he obtained employment as
a District Gunner in the old Artillery
Company and served in that capacity
for three years—from November, 1919,
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