SECOND  LEGISIATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders
in Council, 1953 and 1956).

Thursday, 12th March, 1959
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :
Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson.
Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher, acting.

Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. I. Austin, Q.C, ex officio

Financial Secrctary Hon. F. W. Essex

The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan — Member for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry).

" . B. H. Benn —Member for Essequibo River
(Minister of Community Devclopment
and Education).

. . E. B. Beharry -—23[cmber [or Eastern Dcmerara
{Minister of Natural Resources)
” Janet Jagan — M ember for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing) .
5 o Ram Karran  — Aember for Demerara-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
Mr. R. B. Gajraj —Nominated Member
s W. 0. R, Kendall —Member for New Amsterdam
,, F. Bowman —Member for Demerara River
. L. F. S. Burnham —Member for Geergetown Central
»» S, Campbell — Member for North Western District
A. L. Jackson —Member for Georgetown North
5 B. 5. Ral —Member for Central Demerara
,, S. M. Saffee —Member [or Western Berbice
,» Ajodha Singh — Member for Berbice River
,, R. E. Davis — Nominated Member
,, H. J. M. Hubbard — Nowminated Member
,» A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — Nominated Member.

Mr. I. Crum Ewing — Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. E. V. Viapree—Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT :
Mr. Jai Narine Singh.

Mr. R. C. Tello — on leave
Mr. A. M. Fredericks — on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.
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Petitions
Committee Report

MINUTES

The Minutes of the mecting of the
Council held on Wednesday, 11th March,
1959, as printed and circulated, wete
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MR. TELLO'S ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: I wish to announce
that the hon. Nominated Mcmbcr, Mr.
Tello, will be absent on Icave from today
until the 10th of April. He is on his
way to Geneva to attend a conference.

PAPERS LAID

REPORT oN BEtRrR Tax PETITION

Mr. Burnham: 1 beg to lay on the
Table the

Report of the Public Petitions Com-
mittee on a Petition tabled by Mr. R. C.
Tello, Nominated Member of the Iegis-
lative Council, at a meeting of the Legis-
lative Council held on Thursday, the 12th
of February. 1959, for and on behalf of
Mr. Rudolph Melville and others, praying
that the proposed increase in the excise
duty on beer should not be approved by
the Legislative Council.

ORDER OF THE DAY
CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. Speaker: Council will resume
the debate on the Motion for the Second
Reading of the Bill intituled:

“An Ordinance to amend the Cus-
toms Ordinance.”

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Hub-
bard, was speaking at the time of the
adjournment yesterday.

Mr. Hubbard: When the Council
rose yesterday I was making some points,
trying to relate to the Budget proposals
the advice given by the economist, Mr.
John Adler, to the Government of British
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(Amendment) Bill

Guiana on Fiscal and Development
Policy. I had dealt with his advice that
as great a portion of development funds
as possible should be raised by way of
taxation, and 1 had referred to his grati-
fication at thc healthy appearance of our
economy as a whole. I now wish to
turn to what he had to say about Govern-
ment policy in regard to development.
Mr. Adler said:

“1 have learnt with great interest
about the inflow of forcign capital into
British Guiana now under way in unpre-
cedented volume. The new investment in
mining and related activities is proof of
the confidence of foreign capital in British
Guiana and an indication that the efforts
of public policy to attract foreign capital
through tax concessions and other induce-
ments are successful.”

That was the judgment of an economist
and not the opinion of a layman. Mr.
Adler also had something to say about
the conccption ol the Development Pro-
gramme, and he put it this way:

“l have been informed about the
Government’s tentative Development Plan
for the next five-vear period. It would be
presumptuaus for me to comment on the
programme in detail, but from what I
have seen it is clear to me that the top
nriorities have been correctlv selected.
There is no question in my mind that the
provision of more agricultural land
through drainage and irrigation, and the
improvement and expansion of the trans-

portation system, particularly through
hetter und more roads deserve top bill-
ing."”

1 mention this with reference to our
Development Programme becausc there
has been very much talk about it and a
great deal of criticism on the point that
it may be unwise to spend so much
money on developing lands, a large por-
tion of which would go into production
of rice.

It is very significant that Mr. Alder
himself made that statement knowing full
well what we proposed to do with the
lands which we are draining and irrigat-
ing.  Mr. Alder has recently spent a
good deal of his time in some of the Far
Eastern -territories which are produccrs
and exporters of rice. When, therefore,




























































































