673 Oral Answers

HOUSE OF COMMONS
Thursday, 13th May, 1965

The Houise met at half-past
Two o’clock

PRAYERS

[Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair)

ORAL ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
School Crossings (Weymouth)

1. Mr. Evelyn King asked the Secretary
of State for Education and Science at
how many schools in the Weymouth area
children have ceased to be guided across
the road at the conclusion of school
time ; and what alternative arrangements
have been made.

The Minister of State, Department of
Fducation and Sciemce (Mr. R. E.
Prentice) : The Dorset Local Education
Authority tells me that this has not hap-
pened in any Weymouth school.

Shakespeare Memorial Theatre

2. Sir Knox Cunmingham asked the
Secretary of State for Education and
Science if he will state the amount of
the annual subsidy paid out of public
funds to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre
and its predecessor, the Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre, for each of the years
1954 to 1964, respectively.

The Joint Under-Secretary of State
for Education and Science (Miss Jennie
Lee) : The Royal Shakespeare Company
and its predecessor received no subsidy
from the Arts Council before 1962-63.
In that year it received a grant as a
guarantee towards losses on touring
of £10,000, in the next year £7,000
and last year £8,000. No basic grant
was paid before 1963-64. In that year
it was £40,000 and last year £80,000.
This makes £145,000 in all. In addition,
the Company has also received some
sums from the British Council -either
by way of guarantee against loss or for
deficits on tours arranged by the Council.
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If the hon. and learned Member
wishes, I shall be glad to send him further
details.

Oral Answers

Sir Knox Cenningham : I should be
very grateful if the hon. Lady could give
a breakdown of these figures. If she does
not have them at the moment, will she
get them from Sir Fordham Flower, the
chairman, and tell us how much of this
public money is used to subsidise the
playing of Shakespeare to full houses at
Stratford-on-Avon and how much is used
to produce plays at the Aldwych Theatre,
some of which have nothing to do with
Shakespeare, like the one which centred
round the very unedifying theme of a
woman breaking wind on the stage?

Miss Lee: I hope that the hon. and
learned Gentleman will not want to go
along the dangerous road of applying any
kind of censorship to ideas in our theatres.
We are very well served with our Arts
Council, and 1 believe that Members
on both sides of the House would agree
that we should leave these questions to
the Arts Council.

Natural Enviropment Research
Council

3. Mr. Wingfield Digby asked the Sec-
retary of State for Education and Science
what steps he is taking to ensure that the
Natural Environment Research Council
gives added emphasis to military oceano-
graphy, as stated in the Defence White
Paper.

The Secretary of State for Education
and Science (Mr. Anthomy Crosland):
The Natural Environment Research
Council is not responsible for research in
oceanography directed specifically to
military purposes. This is the responsi-
bility of the Ministry of Defence, and
the Defence White Paper refers to added
emphasis being given to military oceano-
graphy by the Ministry of Detence. In
the field of basic research, there will be
a common interest and arrangements are
therefore envisaged which will provide
for representation of the Ministry on the
appropriate Committees of the Research
Council.

Mr. Digby: Is not the right hon.
Gentleman now generally responsible for
the National Institute of Oceanography
and its work, and is it not self-evident
that the reduced responsibility of the
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Ministry of Defence for this Council will
tend to mean that less work and money
will be available for it at the very moment
when it needs it most to keep its research
ship busy? Will the right hon. Gentleman
watch this matter and give definite direc-
tions to the Council in these matters of
co-ordination?

Oral Answers

Mr. Cresland : It is quite true that I
am now responsible for the Institute, but
special arrangements have been made for
the Ministry of Defence and the Institute
to maintain the close association which
they have always had in the past. Sir
Graham Sutton, the new Chairman of the
Natural Environment Research Council,
has already had talks with the Minister
responsible and the chief scientist to the
Navy. We are very conscious of the need
to which the hon. Gentleman draws
attention, and I will certainly keep it in
mind.

Students (Grants)

4. Mr. Bostom asked the Secretary of
State for Education and Science if he will
review the system by which grants for
higher education are awarded to students
by lecal authorities with a view to elimi-
nating anomalies and obtaining a more
uniform pattern throughout the country
so that, in particular, a student is not
denied a grant because he resides in a
particular area.

Mr. Crosland : The Education Act,
1962, and regulations made under it
ensure general uniformity of treatment for
virtually all qualified British students
following first degree and comparable
courses ; and similar treatment is given
to all recognised students at teacher train-
ing etablishments. Further education
courses outside these fields vary very con-
siderably in scope and character. The
law therefore confers discretion on local
education authorities and I have no pro-
posals for altering this at the present time.

Mr. Boston : Does not the right hon.
Gentleman realise that a considerable
amount of hardship is being caused be-
cause, while some county councils award
grants, in exactly similar circumstances
other county councils do not, and that it
would be very valuable to find out the
extent of the hardship being caused over
the whole country? Once we have that
information, would it not be a good idea
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to have a review of this system? Would
my right hon. Friend also accept that the
members of the last Government have
some responsibility to bear because iney
were asked to examine this matter and
did not do so?

Mr. Cresland : I am, of course, willing
to look at this, and I know that my hon.
Friend has been good enough to write
to me about three particular cases. The
difficulty is the extreme variety of courses
in further education. The hope which
we all have is to obtain the maximum
possible degree of consistency without
losing the flexibility which is necessary
to meet the great variety of demand.

Pr. Lubbock : Is the right hon. Gentle-
man aware that as part of the post-gradu-
ate course in librarianship at the North-
Western Polytechnic students are required
to undertake study tours of Continental
libraries and that the Kent County Coun-
cil is the only local education authority,
as far as I am aware, which does not
make any grant to students for this pur-
pose?

Mr. Hamling : Tt is a Tory council.

Mizr. Crosland : Perhaps the hon. Mem-
ber for Orpington (Mr. Lubbock) would
write to me about that matter.

My, Tinn: Will my right hon. Friend
bear in mind that there is still a great
disparity between the aititudes of dif-
ferent authorities in their treatment of
applicants for places in colleges of further
education like Ruskin College, Oxford?
Will he consider making provision for his
Department to award a certain number of
grants as a kind of second tier award?

Mz, Crosland: I should not like to
commit myself on the particular point
about making grants, but I am certainly
willing to look at this again with a com-
pletely open mind.

Sir E. Boyle: Is it not true that the
whole basis of the 1962 Act was that
grants in certain circumstances should
be mandatory on local authorities and in
other cases they were optional?  Will
the Minister accept that although we on
this side would be quite happy for this
to be looked at agiin to see whether
the boundaries are rightly drawn and
even, perhaps, ready to contemplate fur-
ther legislation on the subject. we should
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stations run by the B.B.C. But these
other suggestions have been put forward
and no doubt will be considered by the
Government in the course of the review
which they are now undertaking.

There is no doubt at all that there is
a real demand for local broadcasting.
The increase in capital costs, as opposed
to revenue costs, 1s a matter which means
we ought to get on with this very quickly.
Finally, and perhaps the most impor-
tant reason of all is that as this is a
field which we have not developed at all,
and apart from colour television is the
one remaining which we can develop
in this country, it is one which we ought
to get on with urgently.

Supply : Committee—

6.21 p.m.

Sir John Redgers (Sevenoaks): I am
sure that the whole Committee is in-
debted to my right hon. and learned
Friend the Member ‘or Epsom (Sir
Peter Rawlinson) and the right hon.
Gentleman the Postmaster-General for
the lucid, far-ranging and responsible
way in which they have introduced this
enormously important subject of sound
and television broadcasting. The House
of Commons pays far too little attention
to this fantastically important medium.
It is far and away the most important
medium of communication yet invented
by man.

I had hoped to develop arguments to-
day in an attempt to convert the Leader
of the House to my belief that democ-
racy itself will not survive unless it
harnesses itself more than it now does
to this medium. [ shall not now, of
course, pursue the question of starting
immediate experiments in televising the
proceedings of Parliament because you,
Mr. Mallalieu, would rule me out of
order if I attempted to do so, but the
whole debate underlines the significance
and importance of that matter. Scienti-
fic changes have been enormously rapid,
and we must all be on our guard against
shackling ourselves with systems which
are out of date before we can change
them.

This was what happened originally
when the B.B.C. was set up. We em-
barrassed ourselves with a system, how-
ever good the B.B.C. was, and towards
the end of its monopoly position the
B.B.C. was holding back technical pro-
gress in order to preserve its own

Vol. 712
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monopoly position. In the vyea:
immediately after the war, France, Ger-
many and particularly America were
much more forward in technical develop-
ments. These had been held back,
Canute-like, by the B.B.C., because it
thought that that was a great argument
for the retention of its own monopoly
position.

Those of us who sought to break that
monopoly in 1964 did so on two grounds.
One was that this important medium of
communication could not be entrusted
solely 10 one set of people however well-
intentioned or public-spirited they thought
they were. We felt that there must be
opportunities for other groups of people
holding other views to present a viewpoint
which differed from that of the monopoly.
We therefore took the stand that we did
to try to break the B.B.C. monopoly. We
believed that the B.B.C. would be stimu-
lated and helped, as has proved the case,
by the production of some form of
competition.

I believe greatly in competition in all
fields of human endeavour. I believe that
it operates in sound and television broad-
casting as in any other sphere. We did
not labour to break the B.B.C. monopoly,
however, to create, as we have done, a
monopoly of commercial television.
Therefore, T urge the Postmaster-General
when he considers the allocation of the
fourth channel to see that at least part,
not necessarily the whole, of that channel
is given to commercial purposes in order
that the monopoly of the commercial
companies operating under the I[T.A.
should be broken. Nothing could be
worse than to break one monopoly only
to create another.

The thing that interested me about the
Postmaster-General’s speech was that this
was the first time that I had heard from
the party opposite the idea that one need
not necessarily tie oneself down to any
one system. It is quite possible to con-
ceive a situation part-commercial, part-
educational, part-cultural and  part-
religious.  This medium of mass com-
munication should be open to everybody.
It should be open to people advocating
sport, religion, politics, entertainment, the
commercial sale of goods and company
news. All these things are part of life,
and this is a medium for the transmission
of things to do with life. T hope that the
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[MR. BLENKINSOP.]

kinds of absurdities come out of it as it
stands and, patently, the television com-
panies, both B.B.C. and L.T.V., now have
a wide experience of how balance can be
properly kept. They do not require, in
my view, the kind of regulation which
has applied up till now. Perhaps it was
natural that there should be anxiety
about how they would use their powers
in the initial stages, but surely now that
should be passed and we should approach
the matter in a rather more grown-up
way. I hope that my hon. Friends will
look at this matter seriously and
immediately.

There has been some criticism of the
B.B.C. and its finances and some sugges-
tion that there has never been any sort
of independent investigation of its
finances. I do not think that that is true.
They have, of course, their own internal
O. and M. organisation. Apart from that,
there were the investigations and major
enquiries, commissions and their reports,
and investigations into their financial
affairs, but there have also been indepen-
dent investigations which the B.B.C. have
themselves commissioned.  Therefore,
there does not appear to be on their part
any unwillingness to have their system of
finance investigated. Indeed, the investiga-
tions which have been carried out so
far suggest that they do their work
efficiently.

We have had displayed in the Com-
mittee a split mind attitude from hon,
Members on the opposite benches. On
the one hand, we had, particularly from
the right hon. and learned Member for
Epsom (Sir P. Rawlinson) a demand, as
far as T could understand it, that the
B.B.C. should pay more attention to mass
audiences in some respects. He criticised
the B.B.C. for not doing so and for
apparently turning its back on the mass
audiences which were there for the
having. Yet he also complained that they
were not providing for a more selective
audience and that they were not ade-
quately meeting the wide range of needs
which there are in the community. I
think that there is some justification for
the complaints which have been made,
both about the B.B.C. and the LT.V.,
on grounds of quality of programmes.
But one must look to see what the cause
of this could be. I suggest that to some
extent, we—particularly hon. Members

Supply : Cominittee—
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responsi-

Broadcasting

opposite—must some

bility for this.

To start with, the introduction of com-
mercial television itself—whatever its
rights and wrongs—was bound to con-
centrate more and more attention on the
mass audience. It was bound to make the
needs of minority audiences less easy to
satisfy. It is no use saying that the
B.B.C. is not subject to the kind of pres-
sures which the LT.V. is. Obviously,
one cannot isolate the B.B.C. in this way.
Once the provision of commercial tele-
vision began, bringing with it the neces-
sity to estimate the audience if advertis-
ing is to be secured at all, then clearly
this has its effect upon the B.B.C. as
well. They are bound to find it necessary
to give more attention to the size of their
audience for particular programmes than
we might normally think is desirable.
Therefore, 1 think that questions of
quality are to some extent due to the very
changes which were brought in when
commercial television was introduced.

Secondly, as there has been this pres-
sure for extending programme time—
whatever hon. Members may say—I
think that it is again quite inevitable
that, as programme time is extended, it
is likely to have some effect upon the
quality of transmissions. Whatever a
few may say, there is some limitation—
at any rate at the top level—on quality
and performance. Therefore, we must
not be altogether surprised if we find
that, over the past five years or so, there
has been some change, and not alto-
gether a happy one.

I think that this is a matter worth
considering when we are thinking about
further extension of time of service. We
should consider carefully what form that
extension should take and what kind of
audience we want to satisfy. That is
why I hope that, in considering the possi-
bility of a fourth channel, my right hon.
Friends will still keep in mind the possi-
bility of educational television. There
is also a big opportunity within existing
channels, which are not fully occupied
at the moment. I believe that there is
a need for a largely educational national
programme and that there is still a
strong case for the devotion of the fourth
channel to it.

I also believe in discussing possible
further educational uses of broadcasting,

accept
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that a very great contribution can be
made by sound broadcasting and cer-
tainly by local programmes. I support
what has been said about the desirability
of the development as rapidly as possible
of local sound broadcasting stations. I
would suggest that there is a great oppor-
tunity for their development for educa-
tional purposes.

Supply : Committee—

The whole question of the indepen-
dence of the B.B.C. has not been fully
developed in the debate. It is, of course,
relevant to the question of how the Cor-
poration is to be financed and I doubt
whether there is any possibility of intro-
ducing an element of financing from
advertising without damaging the inde-
pendence of the Corporation’s home ser-
vices as well as its reputation abroad.

I was concerned by what the right
hon. and learned Member for Epsom
(Sir P. Rawlinson) repeated as being his
view about the opinion of the opposition
being expressed by the B.B.C. in over-
seas broadcasts in times of crisis.
Although his hon. Friend the Member
for Hereford (Mr. Gibson-Watt) tried
to recover the position, the right hon.
and learned Gentleman repeated his view
that the Government of the day should
have the whole use of B.B.C. time to
present their case in times of crisis
abroad. The hon. Member for Hereford
tried to explain his right hon. and
learned Friend’s remarks away by saying
that he had merely been saying that
opinions contrary to those of the Govern-
ment should not be the only view heard
abroad.

I happened to be in India at the time
of the Suez affair. I was on my way
further into the Far East, and at that time
a great many B.B.C. programmes were
being put out. There was no question
of only opposition views being expressed.
The B.B.C. attempted to have a reason-
able balance of view, giving both the
Government’s case and the contrary view.
This was immensely welcomed in those
countries. It was an outstanding example
of the independence of the BB.C. It
proved the Corporation’s independence as
nothing else could. Tt was of enormous
benefit to the standing of Britain abroad
—that even in a crisis of that sort, when
it was known that opinion here was
divided, it was still possible for the B.B.C.
to give other than the Government point
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of view. It would be a tragedy if we were
to accept the view, which was strongly
pressed on the B.B.C. at that time, that
it should give only the Government case.

Mr. Gibson-Watt: The hon. Gentle-
man has thrown the fly in my direction
on several occasions and I now rise to
it.  When my right hon. and learned
Friend the Member for Epsom (Sir P.
Rawlinson) was referring to this matter
—and it is unfortunate that he is not in
his place at the moment to answer—
he was saying that he entirely agreed that
the Postmaster-General should not exert
his authority over the B.B.C. but that it
was a different thing in times of a national
emergency such as Suez. I added in my
short intervention that if such a thing
were to happen in the situation in, say,
Malaysia today, then this might also
apply. T hope that the hon. Gentleman
will be careful in quoting what my right
hon. and learned Friend said in his
absence.

Broadcasting

Mr. Blenkinsep : Hon. Members will
see in the OFFICIAL REPORT tomorrow
just what was said. It is precisely on
points of this sort that the independence
of the B.B.C. rests. Whether we talk
about Malaysia or Suez, it is right that
it should be seen at all times to be
independent and to be able to declare, in
as balanced a way as possible, the
attitudes which are current in the country.
T welcomed the remarks of my right hon.
Friend the Postmaster-General on this
issue, which were in clear contradistinc-
tion to the view of the right hon. and
learned Member for Epsom.

8.15 p.m.

Myr. Stratton Mills (Belfast, North):
While I do not wish to closely follow
the remarks of the hon. Member for
South Shields (Mr. Blenkinsop), I believe
that he somewhat misrepresented the view
of my right hon. and learned Friend the
Member for Epsom (Sir P. Rawlinson).
My hon. Friend the Member for Here-
ford (Mr. Gibson-Watt) gave as an
example the possibility of war breaking
out in Malaysia. That is relevant to the
situation to which my right hon. and
learned Friend referred.

I will give another example. Would
the B.B.C. have been justified during,
say, the 1939-45 war, particularly at the
time of Dunkirk, in giving time in its
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will merely restore the status quo and
thu§ assist small exhibitors who remain in
business.

The levy yield in the year which ended
in October, 1964, was the record sum
of £4:2 million. It has been estimated
that the change in the exemption limit
will reduce the yield by about £100,000
in a full year but that this reduction is
likely to be at least partially offset as a
result of increased takings in cinemas
generally. This Measure should benefit
producers and distributors as well as ex-
hibitors, especially if it enables more
cinemas to be kept open. The Cinemato-
graph Films Council has been consulted
and agrees with the proposal and I am
confident that it will prove acceptable to
the House.

10.2 p.m.

Mr. Peter Emery (Reading): I thank
the hon. Gentleman for his short explana-
tion of the draft Statutory Instrument, but
there are one or two questions I wish to
pose. Obviously, the main exercise of the
change is to give benefit—only a fringe
benefit, but certainly of some value—to
smaller cinemas.

The Cinematograph Films Act consti-
tuted the British Film Fund, a statutory
fund, as successor to the voluntary British
Film Production Fund. The statutory
scheme, as the voluntary scheine before it,
provided for the transfer of payments as
between different branches of the United
Kingdom film industry specifically for
the benefit of British film production.

It is important to make it clear that
this is not a subsidy. It consists of sums
paid into the filin industry and allocated
in the same manner in which certain
other sections of the film industry obtain
the rebate or distribution of various sums.
The Regulations made under the 1957
Act require cinemas, with certain excep-
tions, to pay into the British Film Fund
sums calculated—and I would like con-
firmation of this—at one-ninth, I believe,
of the amount over 11d. of each payment
for admission. What are the exact exemp-
tions which are provided for at the
moment? Will there be any increase in
those exemptions under this Statutory
Instrument?

There are trading arrangements where-
by exhibitors pass back to the distribu-
tors and the distributors to the producers
a proportion of the burden of the levy

Cinematograph Films (Levy)
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and exhibitors thus bear about 65 per
cent. of the levy and the distributors and
producers of British as well as foreign
firms—and this is worth noting—bear
the rest.

Could the Minister of State tell us how
much of the sum he mentioned is to be
borne by the showing of foreign films
as the second part of the 35 per cent. not
borne by the exhibitors themselves? 1
accept that the total paid into the fund
last year was just over £4 million, and
I think that it is indicated that the fund
will be at about this level for the next
12 months. However, 1T wonder whether
the Minister can say what he believes
will be the level of the fund in the 12
months afterwards. He suggested that
there would be a drop of only about
£100,000. Can he say on what basis that
is calculated? There is some concern,
especially among the members of the
British Film Producers Association, that
the fund may drop below that figure.

Cinematograph Films (Levy)

The change to be effected by the pas-
sage of the Statutory Instrument will
therefore exclude those cinemas which
are not able to take £350 as opposed to
£300. It seems impossible to assess the
likely effect of the change on the British
Film Fund since at the end of 1964 there
were widespread adjustments in prices of
admission to cinemas. This will mean
that many cinemas will no longer have to
pay into the fund as they were paying
in previous years. Has that been taken
into account iu the assessment of the
total which may accrue in the fund for
the year 1965-66? Has the British Film
Producers Association been consulted on
this matter? I know that there have
been consultations with the statutory
body, but has the Board of Trade con-
sulted the Association and, if it has, can
the Minister tell the House what has
been the outcome?

I am informed that the Association
is concerned about possible loss of
revenue and claims that it may not be
in its interests for this Statutory Instru-
ment to go through. Obviously there
are conflicts of interest in this matter.
There is the position of the exhibitors
and that of the producers, and it must
be obvious that the producers would not
wish small cinemas and small exhibitors
to close down, because that would close
down their outlets for the films they
are making. We on this side of the






















































Thursday, 13th May, 1965

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
} nor Works

I1. Mr, Freesom asked the Secretary
of State for FEducation and Science
whether he will exclude from minor
capital expenditure control and restric-
tion those local education authority pro-
jects designed to replace seriously sub-
standard outside lavatories and toilet
facilities in schools.

Mr. Premtice: No. My right hon.
Friend thinks it best that local educa-
tion autho es should themselves decide
their prioninies within their allocation for
minor works.

Social Studies (D.S.J.R. Awards)

12. Mr. bert Howarth asked the
Secretary - State for Education and
Science how many awards in the field
of social studies have been made by the
Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research in the year 1964-65; and how
this comnpares with previous years.

Mr. Crosland : In 1964-65 the Depart-
ment of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search made 44 postgraduate training
awards for work in social studies related
to industry. This compares with 32 in
1963-64 and 13 in 1962-63. 1In other
areas of the human sciences related to
the needs of industry, the corresponding
figures were 84, 52 and 33 respectively.
In the same year my Department
awarded 149 postgraduate State Student-
ships in social studies, compared with
61 in 1963-64 and 36 in 1962-63.

Pr ary Schoe

13. Mr. Hawkins asked the Secretary
of State for Education and Science what
steps he intends to take to improve the
primary schools, both as to buildings and
general facilities.

Mz, Crosland: The school building
programmes already announced for
1965-66 and 1966-67 include about £64
million worth of primary school building.

School Milk
21. Mr. Talbot asked the Secretary of
State for Education and Science if he
is aware that children up to the age of

five years are entitled to free milk, and
that as the Staffordshire Education
Authority is unable to accept five-year-
old children at school until the beginning
of the term following their fifth birthday,
a hiatus exists in which a child slighi
over five is for three or four montns
unable to receive any cheap milk ;: and
if he will take steps to remedy this
administrative defect.

Mr. Premtice: My right hon. Friend
is aware that children over the age of five
years and one month are not normally
entitled to welfare milk at a reduced
price. He is also aware that in certain
parts of the country a small number
children are not being admitted to school
until the beginning of the term following
their fifth bhirthday. He could not, how-
ever, make arrangements within the
existing law for free school milk to be
supplied to such children.

Symphony Qrchestras

27. Sir . E 1 asked the Secretary ~f
State for Education and Science wh
plans he has for improving the educa-
tional work of symphony orchestras ; ar
if he will comsider the proposals of th~
Western  Orchestral  Society  Limit
which were discussed last year at a con-
ference of local authorities held
Bournemouth.

Miss Jennie Lee: It is Governme
policy to rely on the initiative of loca
education authorities to give school
children in their areas the opportunity 1
hear and to Jearn to appreciate good
music well played. It is for the authori-
ties represented at the Bournemouth con-
ference to take action.

Public Schoels

30. Mr. Newens asked the Secretary
of State for Education and Science if he
will make a statement on the changes b~
propeses to make in the public scho
system.

Mr. Crosland: 1 have nothing at
present t0 add to the Answer which I
gave on 6th May to the hon. Member for
Banbury (Mr. Marten), and my hon.
Friends, the Members for Derbyshir
South-East (Mr. Park), and Fife, Wea.
(Mr. William Hamilton).
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the leaflet on education recently issued
by the local education authority in Bir-
mingham, which was issned in 13
different languages.

Mr. Crosland : The Birmingham local
education authority has issued a leaflet,
cafled “YLearn to speak English”, giving
details of the special classes in English
for adult immigrants provided in 3
area. The Jeaflet is in 5 languages—
English, Arabic, Bengali, Hindi and
Urdu. Copies have been placed in the
Library. The authority knows of no
leaflet in 13 languages.

Written Answers

HOME DEPARTMENT
Nautical Approved Schools

47. Mr. Hector Hughes asked the
Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment if he will make a statement on
the three mnautical approved schools
which have boats for training juvenile
delinquents, indicating the number and
nature of the practical difficulties which
confront their management and the suc-
cess of the methods adopted to overcome
those difficulties.

Miss Bacon: Only about half of the
boys in the nautical schools receive in-
struction in seamanship, but they all get
other forms of training. Short sea cruises
can be undertaken by small parties, but
longer cruises by large parties would not
be practicable without detracting from
other aspects of approved school training.

Universal Health Studios Ltd.

48. Mr. Dodds asked the Secretary of
State for the Home Department (1) what
were the reasons for the presence of police
officers at the head office of the Universal
Health Studios Ltd. on the afternoon of
Monday, 12th April ;

(2) how many police officers were pre-
sent and how their services were used at
the incident involving four ex-employees
at the head office of the Universal Health
Studios Ltd., on the afternoon of Mon-
day, 12th April.

Mr. George Thomas: The Commis-
sioner of Police informs me that four
police officers attended on the occasion
of an interview between some employees
and the management, as a result of
information that a breach of the peace
was apprehended. The officers called
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the attention of the employees to the
legal remedies open to them, but other-
wise took no part in the proceedings.

Written Answers

Child-C: : Officers

50. Mr. Mapp asked the Secretary of
State for the Home Department what
additional recruitment and training pro-
posals are contemplated to meet the acute
shortage of child-care officers and the
requiremnents of the Children and Young
Persons Act,

Miss Baconm: Courses of professional
training, which produced 187 qualified
child-care officers in 1964, are being
expanded to an estimated output of 235
in 1965, 300 in 1966 and 400 in 1967.

Safety Regulafions (Toys, Carry-Cots,
Life-Jackets, and Nightwear)

51. Mr. Rose asked the Secretary of
State for the Home Department whether
he will now use his powers uader tt
Consumer Protection Act to make safety
regulations in respect of plastic toys
painted toys, carry-cots, life-jackets, ar
flammable nightwear, respectively.

Mr. George 1omas: Regulations ¢
the safety of toys, including a restrictic
on the lead content of the paint used, are
in course of preparation. My right hon.
and learned Friend is not aware of any
serious hazards presented by plastic toys
or carry-cots which call for statutory
controls, although he is at present con-
sidering whether regulations are necessary
to ensure the safe design of carry-cot
stands. The possibility of extending the
scope of the Children’s Nightdresses
Regulations, 1964, to other kinds of cloth-
ing will shortly be considered by a Work-
ing Party which my right hon. a1
learned Friend is setting up for thus
purpose. The safety of life-jackets is
matter at present under consideration kv
my right hon. Friend the President
the Board of Trade and my right hou.
and learned Friend.

Commonwealth Immigrants

Sir C. Oshorne asked the Secretary of
State for the Home Department for how
long he proposes to wait for the relevant
figures before deciding whether to sup-
plement his measures to control the num-
bers of Commonwealth immigrar
entering this country; what are the


















to the Governments of Canada and the
United States his concern about the pos-
sible effects of this agreement: and he
has ezpressed the hope that the United
States Government may be able to make
their action consistent with Article 1 of
the General Agreement by removing the
tariff on imports of moior cars from
other sources also.

NATIONAL FINANCE

! rried Women Teachers
(Domestic Help)

Sir M. Galpern asked the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, in view of Her Majesty’s
Government’s present campaign stressing
the need for married women ex-teachers
to return to teaching in the national in-
terest, he will give the cost of a tax allow-
ance where one cannot be claimed at
present, for domastic help necessitated by
the engagement of married women in
school teaching.

1, Diamond : I am afraid that there
is not sufficient information on which to
base an estimate.

Defence Expenditure

Mr., Bawnett asked the Chancellor of
the Exchequer if he will give an analysis
by currencies and countries of the £300
million defence expenditure spent across
the exchanges.

Mr. Diamoznd : | 1964, United King-
dom military expenditure overseas was
estimated at £275 million and defence aid
at £26 million. The following table shows
the main countries and regions to which
this expenditure relates, divided into
sterling area countries and non-sterling
countries. Part of the defence aid was
gifts of military equipment. A detailed
analysis of payments by the currencies in
which they were made is not available.
Broadly speaking, payments to non-
sterling countries are in foreign currencies
and impose a direct burden on the UK.
reserves, whilst those to overseas sterling
countriess are made in sterling. The
burden on our economic rescurces and the
balance of payments is the same, whether
they are made initially m sterling or in
other currencies, since all such transfers
either increase our external liabilities or
decrease our external assets.
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£ million
Military* Defencet
expendi- aid Total
tire
Non-Sterling
Countries
North America ... 15 — 15
Latin America ... 1 — 1
Federal Republic of
Germany 85 — 83
Other Europe ... 15 — 15
Africa, Middfe East
and Far East ... 6 — 6
122 — 22
Overseas
Sterling Countries
Caribbean Area ... 1 — 1
Gibraltar ... 7 — 7
Malta 15 — 15
Cyprus ... 17 1 18
Libya 3 — 3
East Africa 6 3 9
Middle East 21 6 27
India — 7 7
Malaysia ... 63 8 71
Hong Kong 10 — 10
Australia ... 8 — 8
Other countries ... 2 1 3
153 26 179
TotaL 275 26 301

* Expendnure on military services in the
visibles account of the UK. balance of paymerus.

+ Part of “other grants™ in the invisibles
account.

RAILWAYS
Yapd: sm
Mr. Channon asked the Minister
Transport what steps have been ke
consequent upon his inquiries intc _zce
railway accidents, to deal with the prc

lem of vandalism on the railways; and
if he will make a statement.

Mr. Tom Fraser: 1 can assure the
hon, Member of the Government’s grave
concern about the epidemic of wanton
obstruction which has led to numerous
incidents and to the loss of two lives in
the recent rail crash near Elm Park.
Government Departmants are giving all
the help they can to the Railways Board
and other bodies concerned in dealing
with this serious problem. The Raiiw:
Board, which has the immediate respon-
sibility for preventive measures, is, I
know, taking vigorous action in ways
ranging from intensified police measures
to the giving of special talks to schoc








