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Members Present

LEGISLATIVE  GOUNGIL

Thursday, 14th Deceniber, 1944,

The Council met at 2 pm.. the Hon.

E. G. Woolford, O.B.E., KC.,, Deputy
President, presiding in the absence
of the President, His Excellency the

Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G,,
who presided at the evening session.

PRESENT:

The Deputy President, the Hon. E. G.
Woolford, O.B.E., K.C,, (New Amster-

dam).

The Hon, the Colonial Secretary, Mr
W. L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, My
E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo. K.C. (Nomi-
inated).

The Hon. J. [. de Aguiar (Central

Demerara).

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E.. (Nomi-
nated).
The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated),
The Hon. Percy C. Wight, 0.BE,
(Georgetown Central).
The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O0.BE,

(Georgetown South).
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The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice.)

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
(Nominated) .

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).
The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated).

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
Riveyr).

The Clerk read prayers.

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 13th December, 1944.
as printed and circulated, were presented
for confirmation.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In the
first line on page 3 there is a clerical
error. I move an amendment by the
substitution of the words “The Colonial
Treasurer” for the words “The Colonia
Secretary.”

Amendment put, and agreed to.

The minutes as amended were con-
firmed.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: His
Excellency may be here during the course
of the afternoon.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

1945 ESTIMATES

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
move that the Council resolve itself intc
Committee for the purpose of resuming:
consideration of the following motion:—
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Mr. JACOB: This is what I quar-
rel about. In 1943 the Advisory Com-
mittee recommended to Government that
in the 1945 Estimates an additional
scholarship should be provided. When
1 was speaking early in the general
debate the hon. the Fourth Nomi-
nated Member, who is  Chaix-
man of the Advisory Committee, assured
this Council that when we reach the
particular item the money will be
voted in. Now I see a complete somer-
sault. I see the hon. the Colonial
Treasuver is saying, like the Chair-
man of the Advisory Committee,
that it cannot be done now as regula-
tions have to be made. Then the hon. the
Colonial Treasurer says a resolution has
to be passed. Well, sir, I am not going
to press it—in fact we cannot press it
—as Government is against introducing
the amount, but I am going to ask Gov-
ernment to do what it can to let the
amount come under a supplementary
estimate in 1945, so that the additional
scholarship can be awarded. If ' this
Government assures this Council that
it will do that, it will be satisfactory.
On the other hand the Chair has
congratulated the hon. the Sixth
Nominated Memher on his attitude in
not having an additional scholarship. I
am puzzled; I am amazed.

Mr. EDUN: To a point of correct-
ion! The hon. Member does not com-
prehend that you are supporting a
principle in advocating that we should
not rush things like that.

Mr. JACOB: That is what 1
quarrel about. I want to have some
policy. Government is not in favour of
giving this additional scholarship, and
the slightest pretext gives it an oppor-
tunity of not doing so. I hope we will
get on a little better after now.

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: I 1must
correct the remark made by the hon.
Member. I have not made a complete
somersault in this matter at all. 1
realize the difficulty which has been
pointed out to me by the hon. the Colon-
ial Treasurer. At the present time there
is an open scholarship for boys and
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girls. The object in moving a vote here
is to provide a scholarship for girls
alone, and that would regquire regula-
tions to provide for a scholarship for
girls alone. At present a girl can obtain
a scholarship if she is placed first in
order of merit, and that she could
get in July next year.’

Myr. JACOB: The hon. Member is a
lawyer of the greatest skill in the

Colony. I do not blame him alone; I
blame the Government, but if he
chooses to accept some of the blame

that is a matter for him.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 1
suggest that a vresolution might be
made putting on record that this
Council approves of the creation of a
scholarship for girls.

EDUCATION—QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Item m—Allowance
$180.

to Libreriun,

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am sorry to
have to do it but this question of
allowances always tickles my throat, so
to speak. I see a new item has crept in
under this head. It is true that the
amount is only $180 but I do not know
whether it will go up. If someone on
the clerical staff is performing the
duties of Librarian why should he
receive an allowance? If he does not
look after the Library what else does
he do?

The CHAIRMAN: I know nothing
about it.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
know the case very well. A very strong
request was 'made by the Principal
who assured Government that the Jady
in question, who happens to be the
Secretary of the College, has a very
responsible job. Apart from her secre-
tarial duties she is also Librarian of
the College, and runs the College hook
store. She also took charge of the
physical aspect of the Library, looking
after the printing of books and so on,
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Her salary is on the normal scale of
Grade B, and very low in the scale.
Government thought a good case had
been made out for this special allow-
ance for looking after two libraries. I
am very glad to support it.

The CHAIRMAN: By whom has
it been put up?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: By
the Principal of Queen’s College.

"Mr. de AGUIAR: I am sorry I
cannot accept the explanation. This
question of allowances is something
that must be carefully watched. To my
mind this is the thin edge of the
wedge. I formally move its deletion.

Mr. EDUN: I support that.
Mr. LEE: As a member of the
Old Boys’ Association I would like to

point out the usefulness of the Library
at Queen’s College. What the Treasurer
has said is true. The Librarian has a
lot  of work, and if the allowance is
removed I suggest that her grade
should be raised. I would prefer to
see her put on a higher grade.

Mr. J. A LUCKHOO: Like the hon.
Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
de Aguiar) I am also opposed to these
allowances, but if the officer is worthy
of an increase of salary and she is very
low down in Grade B, give her an in-
crement or two.

Mr. deAGUIAR: I am afraid that
those Members who have spoken in
favour of this item are not consistent.
Let us turn over to the next page and
see the salary of the Secretary to the

Bishops’ High School who, I believe,
looks after all the posting of letters.
The maximum of her post is $720.

while a Grade B Clerk in the Clerical
Service gces to a maximum of $1,200. I
cannot see any reason to allow a special
allowance to creep in under this vote.

Mr. CREASE: As a member of the
Board of Governors of the College may
I be permitted to say that the officer
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referred to was in the first instance a
Class IIT clerk, and has been employed
at Queen’s College for many years. She
is more than an ordinary clerk, She is
typist and private secretary, and looks
after fees, accounts, school reports, the
Library and several other matters. In
addition to all this she is now secretary
to the Board of Governors. It is felt
that with all these duties, which are
far more than those attached to an
ordinary Class IIT clerk, she should be
given some allowance for the additional
work. It is a post which cannot he
filled very easily. It takes a perscn
some time to get into the work of the
College, and in order to keep her there
it was strongly recommended by the
Board of Governors that some com-
pensation should be given to her for
this extra work.

The CHAIRMAN:
viewed by the

Was this re-
Advisory Committee?

Mr. CREASE: No, sir; it went to
the Board of Governors.

The CHAIRMAN: Surely it should
have gone to the Advisory Committee.
Do you support it, Mr. Chairman?

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: I am against
these allowances. If the lady is worthy
of an increase of salary and she is low
down in the Grade, give her an incre-
ment or two.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : This,
like  other allowances, is some-
what misunderstood. You cannot rectify
the position by giving somebody in the
Service a double increment because she
happens to be doing a certain job. You

would create considerable discontent
because,. when that officer is
transferred, she would have had
a double increment. As I said
in the ~case of the Clerk of
the ©Oouncils, it is the common

practice to give special allowances for
special duties. It is really movre
economical. If somebody with higher
pay Is transferred to this post I do not
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see why an allowance should be paid to
such an officer, but so long as a lowly
paid clerk is performing these duties I
see no harm in giving this allowance.
Members say “Pay a person properly
but not by way of an allowance.” 1 say
an allowance is a more sensible way;
it is more elastic and more economical.

The CHAIRMAN: I am going tn
refer this back to the Legislative
Council Advisory Committee. It seems
to me that it should have gone there
in the first instance. T will vefer the
whole of the Queen’s College vote to
the Advisory Committee.

Mr. deAGUIAR: Special attention
should be drawn to the fact that in this
particular Department there are two
persons in the Clerical Department.

The CHAIRMAN: When I appoint-
ed the Advisory Committees I hoped
that they would have the whole
business of .going into the estimates
before they come before the Council.

EpucaTioN—THE BIsHOPS' HicH
ScHoOoL FOR GIRLS.

Mr. WOOLFORD: T have risen to

ask whether it is Your Excellency's
wish that the estimates wunder this
head should also go to the Advisory
Committee?

The CHAIRMAN:
“Yes.” - There is very
page.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I see that the
clerk is called Secretary. The previous
designation was “clerical assistant,”
but there is no person in the Service
performing the duties of a . clerical
assistant who could by transfer. say
from the Secretariat, perform ° the
duties these pcor girls have to perform.
The Director of Education has suf-
ficientlv explaired the position, and 1
should be glad that the salary attached
to the post should be raised, T ask that

it be also referred to the Advisory
Committee.

I should say
little on the
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The CHAIRMAN: We will refer
both these heads to the Advisory Com-
mittee,

LANDS AND MINES DEPARTMENT,

Mr. WOOLFORD: A point arose
during the discussion in
Committee which the Treasurer prom-
ised to take up with the Head of this
Department. It relates to the idea that
the greatest encouragement should
be given to apprentices for the
Land Surveyors’ service. I see the
Head of the Department here and
I think he will confirm the view
that frequent applications are made to
his Department for survey work to he
undertaken througheut the Colony, and

his only reply is that he has not the
available staff. There is plenty of
work to be done, and as the hon. the

Fourth Nominated Member (Mr. J. A.
Luckhco) knows, there are many dis-
putes throughout the Colony which can-
not be determined because there is no
available Government Land Surveyor. 1
may mention that a Land Surveyor who
had a large practice has recently died.
I refer to the late Mr. Durham, whose
surveys were regarded as being very
accurate. There is also the case of a
retired Government Surveyer who,
owing to age, is not in a position to
undertake more practice than he at
present enjoys, I know of parents who
are willing to encourage their children
io become apprentices and to enter the
Service even without pay. but there
has been a ccnsiderable amount of
hesitation by Government to take such
persons into the Service. I suggest that
the pay should be considerably in-
creased. A case in the Supreme. Court
cannot be decided because we camnot
vet a surveyor to visit the loeus in gito
in the Mahaicony creek.

Mr. JACOB: I have .not been able
to 'hear with advantage all the pearls
of wisdom that have fallen from the
lips of the hon. Member.

Finance -

L4
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Mr. WOOLFORD: No pearls of
wisdom. I was making a practical sug-
gestion. If the hon. Member would
attend the Meetings of the Finance
Committee where we 'sit cheek-by-jowl
he would hear all I say.

Mr. JACOB: 1 am constitution-
ally against Star Chamber methods, and
I attend meetings of the Finance
Committee only when I find it very con-
venient to myself. My whole make-up
is against Star Chamber methods. I
gathered however, from the remarks of
the hon. Member, that he wishes tihe
vote of this Department increased. 1
hope I am correct.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I suggested
that adequate provision should be made
for land surveycrs to be employed in
the Government Service.

Mr. JACOB: I notice that in the
items under “Fixed Establishment”
there is an increase of §6,480. In

addition to that I believe the salary of
the Commissioner of Lands and Mines
has been increased on the Civil List
by another £100, so that we can safely
say that the estimate for next year is
roughly $7,000 more in respect of the
Fixed Establishment. I want to see
some compensating benefit. On the
revenue side I find that the estimated
revenue from rents for Colony lands
in 1945 is .$12,000, as against the
revised estimate of $13,000 for 1944—
$1,000 less. The estimated revenue
from Crown lands for 1945 is the same
as that for 1944—$28,000. I see some
increased revenue is anticipated from
Forests, Lands and Mines, but that is
due, I believe, to royalty on timbar,
balata, ete.

I have always complained that
sufficient use is not made of Colony
and Crown lands which are available,
and that applications are made to thz
Department of Lands and Mines from
time to time but are not prapetiy
attended to. Thousands of people
requiye lands for cattle grazing and
cultivation, but through various devices
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they cannot get those lands. 1 do urge
that since Government is increasing
the salaries of these officers we must
get some compensating benefit from
these lands. Lands which are easily
accessible are not given to farmers. In

some cases they are Iocked up by
certain interests. The time has come
when Government must go into the

whole question. That is one of the
reasons why I voted against the Civil
List. The officers on the Civil List
have instructions to keep these lands
bottled up.

The CHAIRMAN: Do you say
that?

Mr. JACOB: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: What does that
mean ?

Mr. JACOB: I have come to that
conclusion because persistent applica-
tions have been made. I have been
responsible for several applications. I
have sent people to the Department of
Lands and Mines over and over again
for lands. 1 can name the places—the
East Bank of Demerara, the Canals
Polder, and the East Coast of Demer-
ara. Those lands are not given to the
people—why, I don’t know. In some
cases- the applicants are referred to
the people who actually control those
lands and have their powerful interests
abroad. I say I have a suspicion. If
my previous statement that these offi-
cers have specific instructions is too
strong, and objection is taken to it by
the President, I will simply say that
I have a suspicion.

The CHAIRMAN:
from whom?

Instructions

Mr. JACOB: From the Secretary
of State.

The
him?

CHAIRMAN: Shall asig

Mr. JACOB: I don’t mind, I have
made up my mind to speak very plainly

1422
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this year and next year, if T am still
in the Council, because I am thorough-
ly disgusted with Government's methodis.
We cannot make any progress. You
are increasing salaries but you are not
expecting revenue. You are running
the Colony into bankruptcy. I say that
plainly., You are making no plans for
the utilization of these lands.

Mr. ROTH: The estimated receipts
from Forests, Lands and Mines for
1945 are about $14,000 higher than the
revised estimate of revenue for 1941.

Mr. JACOB: I must excuse my
hon. friend. I took note of that and
said that timber was responsible for
$10,000, and balata $6,000. That is
more than the figure quoted by the
hon. Member. I must ask him to make
sure of his facts before he attempts to
correct me. I have not risen to speak
on this matter haphazardly. I have
been studying it for years. It is unfor-
tunate that the Hansard reports of
the debates are not available. There
is some reason for not having the
reports of those debates printed in
time, so that reference can be made
to them from year to year. I am very
serious about this matter. We want to
increase production of rice, - livestock,
oconuts, and every kind of thing. i'he
lands are there. Just imagine in 2
country of 90,000 square miles people
cannot get lands. I do not understand
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this thing at all, and I strongly protest
against the methods of the Department
of Lands and Mines. I am glad the
Commissioner 1is here, and I hope he
will be able to explain the matter
away satisfactorily.

Mr. FERREIRA: I wish to make
one general observation. I tbink the.
time has come when the Department
of Lands and Mines should be amalga-
mated with the Forestry Department.
In several respects they overlap each
other, with the result that this Calony
wastes several thousand dollars. I
think the hon. Member expressed
himself fully when he said that lands
are tied up. The question of leases,
especially of land for cattle grazing,
should be examined, and it should be
ascertained whether the holders of
such lands carry out the terms of
those leases—whether they occlpy
those lands beneficially. If they do not
then those lands should be taken away
from them..I have in mind certain
places which should be known to the
Department of Lands and Mines. 1 am
not suggesting that it is done with any
intention, but I do not think there hay
been any real investigation. I think
lands which are not beneficially occu-
pied should be handed over to these
who could occupy them beneficially.

At this stage the Council resumed
and adjourned until the following
day at 2 p.m.





