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. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, lGth Dccembe1·, lD-±2. 

The Com1cil met on Weclnesclay, 1fitl1 
Decc111JJ1:1·. l!)J�, at n 1100H, His, Excel-

' IC'ncy the · Go1·e1·noi·, Sil- Gol'don 
Lethem, K.C.?ll.G., President, in the 

1.Chair.

W; PRESENT. 
U 'l'he Hon. the Colonial Secretary, l\Ir. 

G. D. Owen, C.l\l.G.

Tl.te Hon. the Attorney-General, i\fr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, l\l.C., K.C.

Tl.te Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of Agri-
culture. · 

'rhe Hon. E. G. vVoolford, KO., (New 
Amsterdam) . 

The Hon. E. F. lVIcDavicl, C.B.E., 
�·,. Colonial 1',eosum. 

The Hon. F. .J. 
( Georgetown North). 

Seaford, O.B.E.,

The Hon. M. B. G. Aus.tin, O.B.E., 
(Nominated Unofficial l\lcrnber). 

'.l'he Hon. 1V. A. D'Andrade, O.B.E .. 
Cornptrollel' of Customs. 

'rhc Hon. l\L B. Laing, O.B.E., Com­
missim1el' of LO'cal Governmcn t. 

The Hon. G. 0. Case, Consulting 
·:Engineer

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of
Education.

. The Hon. B. R. ·wood, Uonservator of 
'.Forests. 

The IT.on. J'ercy C. Wight, 0.B.E., 
( GeoJ"getown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

'l'he Hon. J. I. De Agnia1· (Ocntrnl 
Dcmenua). 

'fhe Hon. 1:'ee1' Bacchus (Western 
Be1·bice). 

'l'he Hon. C. lL Jacob (North-Western 
l>i�trid.).

'.):he Hon. J .. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unofficial l\1ember). 

'l'he Hon. Jung Balrn.clur Singh (Dem­
crara-Essequebo). 

'fhe Hon. 'r. Lee (Essequebo River). 

'l'he Cle1·k reacl prayers. 

2\HNUTES. 
The minutes of the p1·evious meeti11g 

of the Council held on Friday, llth day 
of December, 1942, were taken as read, 
and cenfirmed. 

A�KOU:."\CK\IEKTS. 

THE EAST COAST FLOODS. 

THE PRESIDEN'r: Before proceed­
ing to Announcements I would like 
again to bring to the 11oticc of tile 
Council the usefulness of the Official 
bloc in maintaining a quorum i11 this 
Honom·able Council. (lattghter). 

I would just make a comment on the 
question of drainage a]l(l irrigation, 
bccan,;e I would like to b!"ing before 
the Com1Gil a l\Ies;,;age at the eatliest 
possible mome11t with respect to 011e 
:,cheme which could be proceeded with 
immediately. 

As hon. l\Iembers are aware, a good 
mai1y visits ,ve1·e paid to the East 
Coast by several l\Iembers of this Coun­
cil, Hie Engi1ieers aml myself, nnrl sev­
eral others. On l\fo))(lay I had an 
opportuni1)· in abont !hree 01· four 
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hours of si:cing something of !hr con­
tht10ns the1·e. 1 han: he<•11 fnrnishe<I 
with llw l•:11g:ineers· n•pol't ll'hil'h 
1,tate� :-

Rainfall records lrnpt for 47 years show 
that the average amrnal rainfall for the 
whole of December in the County of Dem­
erara is 11.7 inches or an average of 0.33 

.inch per day. 

2. In seven days in December this ypar
(from the 4th to the 10th inclusive) there 
were 16.68 inches of rainfall at Plan•.ation 
E'nmore. Very heavy rnin was, also ex­
perienced iu -other part� of thP Enst 
Co.ast. 

3. :\'ritht>r tllr r�tntP's p1rn,r,� nor tlrn 
cl rain age kokers ancl -'or pumps are cap·­
able of dealing wi'th this except.iona1 
amount of rain ancl ])\'event flooding of 
the Janel, even if all the drainage channels 
SP.awards o-f the sea. defence line were 
clear of sling mud. 

4. Unfortunately this latter feature is
not the case at present. For the past 1S 
months billions of cnbic y:ir,ls of sling' 
mud have accumulated on the foreshore 
hetwP011 :\1:1haicfl nml l'ifontTO�l'. :lllll :it the 
commencement of this wet season all the 
koker channels on the sea side of the sea 
wall were filled with sli11g 111111!. Thi� (•on­
<lit.io11 is ,·er�· exel'ptiollnl nlld nwrr hns 
neYer hren Rren f:n<'h :111 :1 cr•umnln tiun· on 
the foreshore. 

5. When the koker channels a.re thus
hloC'kerl \Yil'h sling mnd in <lry wPfl tiler 
they cannot be cleared until there is a 
head of water in the drainage trenchc:s on 
the la.nd s,ide. Flooding must inevitably 
t.ake place ·before channels can be opened.

6. Local conditions in drainage districts. 
Buxton Drainage District- This a.rea has 
recently -been -badly flooded. Unde1· the 
liest 11o��ihle r:onditions the rn:1ximnm 
an10nnt of water whicl1 existing works 
can relieve t. o the sea. tif there was no 
sling mud on the fore.shore) is 2 h1ches 
Iler -clay utiiising to the fullest extent 
gravity drainage when the tide is low, 
and the two 80·-ton pumps when the Ude is 
high. 

7. On two consecutive clays recently
there was an average rainfalJ o,f 3.2 inches 
and nothing practical would have prevent­
ed some flooding. When t.h'e rain started 
one of the 11umps broke clown and several 
days elapsed before the necesisary repairs 
could

. 
be completed and the pump started 

UIJ' again. This circumstance in1;rea�ed 
tl�\l amo1,1nt q,f f!oodin�, 

8. Golden Grove-Victoria Drainage Dis­
triei.-Tlle rea�uus ,::tate,l fur the floou­
il1g in the Buxton district generally apply 
to this district also. When the rain 
starte,l the koker d1anllel was blocke•.l up
with sling mud and difficulty was found
in clearing tile channel when the hc::id of
water harl risen sufficiently in the inside
drainage trench. The flooding in th'l dis­
trict was partly due to the fact that the 
intake koker on the Crown dam was lef.t 
open by the proprietor for hours after the 
hea.vy .rain's started. 

9. This district is largely dependent on
natural drainage as tl1e o.ne pump is only 
capable of removing ½ inch of rainfall in 
2:4 hours. The Drainage Board have 
recommended the exp'enditure of $20,300 
in this coming year to improve the drain­
age in this clistrkt. 

10. Althongh floorling has taken place 
in this disitrict a rece11t in8pectio,n. shows 
that the flooding of the frontlancls was not 
as bad �s that on Plantation Enmore and 
Hot. nearly as bad as the flooding of the 
frontlan!IS on the privately owned Planta­
tion Hope ou the east side. 

11. Ann's Grove--Lancaster Drainage 
Dis,ti·ict-.Owi·ng to the existence or sling 
rnud on the foreEhore this district has been 
rather hadly flooded. The [)istrict 
Engineer, East. Coast. Demera.ra, reports 
that flooding in this district was greatly 
aggravated by the fact that the Greenfield 
irrigation intake blew out, thus, allowing 
down considerable quantities of ,vat.er 
from tlie back lands. 

1,2. The Drainage Board have for some 
time 1been very much concerned regarding 
the inadequate drainage works for this 
�istrict and have now proposed that this 
year $40,900 be spent on improve:nent 
works. 1f very heavy rains, occur, such as 
the rainfall recently experienced, floodil1g 
v1ill be inevita•hle until these works are 
comp'letecl. The Board have recommended 
�hat a new adrlit.ional koker be built at the 
Mahaica river together with a connecting 
r1rninage canal. 

1�. At the inside of the Mahaica river 
there is deep water and t.he river is never 
IJloc·kPrl \\'ith .sling- rnnd, so that ·when the 
works rPcomme11Clecl are carried out drain­
age· can !;e obtained during every tidal 
:1·eri eel. The Boa rd carefully cons,id erect 
lhe installation o( a suitable pump, hut 
this was not recommended owing to the 
�nr.t that the working cost would 1ie very 
heavy, whereas, very little annual expense 
will -be incurred j11 drainage by gravity 
i'P.to tl\e :river, 

,J, 
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1 4. Plai sance Drainage District ; Helena
and Mahaica Country O-rainage Districts­
Considering the very heavy rainfal l recent­
ly ex1]erienced th ese · drainage cl istricts 
have been remarka,bly free o,f excessive 
water ancl striki ngly so �orn p a red with 
1·he privalely owned estates. 

J 5 . The . reasons w hy the above-
mentioned drainage <l is tricts. ha.ve su[­
fered less t.han the adjoin ing sugar estates 
and private lan ds  is due to the fact that 
ii t Plaisance tl1 ere is not nearly as  much 
ding mud accuniu lated on  the - foreshore 
ns  there i,, l><•1 .11·c,p 1 1  Bn)i l nn , 1 1 1 cl U n•p11fie1 ,1 . 
J.nd gra vity di -a inage h� s been po,s�d l)le to 
u. con sider-a ule extent.

16. In the case of Helena an ti Mahaica.
·draiuage districts the comparative freedom
fror� flood il1g is clue to the fact that both
these distTi<:t"s d rn i n  into tlw Maha ica
river wh ere there is dE'ep water a nr] no ·
obs,truction o-C sl ing mud a t  low t i de.

17. The J 1 istory or the  ma. ttP.r i n  the
Dra inage Areas is a s  follows. When the
Drainage .Boal'(i was for m ed in J,a nu ary,' ·
J.941, i t  was qu ite obv i ous that  i n  nearly
all of  the drainage districts oxi sting works
were in a !;ad cond i t ion and were Pnti rely
inadequate to preven t flood i ng  cl u r i 1 1 g- ex­
cep tionally heavy 1,a i ns.

J.8. The Boaro felt  that. the first th ing  
to  do was to recond iUon  an ex istiug 
works in Declared Areas and after th i s  
was comple ted t o  cons,id e1· ve1·y carefu l l ,­
wltat further works were requi!'ecl t. o im ­
i,ro,ve drainage and i rriga tion.  

19. Shortage of labour in 111 aiJy ca se�
hns :<lowed clown recoJ.J d i t i on ing works. 
and on the Elssequ ebo Coast. a very con­
r,icJera!ble amount of this, \\'or·k has not yet 
been completed. 

20. "\Vith the exception of the Esse­
quebo Coast., practically a l l  of the  recon­
ditioning in Decl ared Dra inage Areas has  
been completed and plann ing- of  i mp rove­
ment works has comm enced. 

mended to bP. C'n rrlecl out now, with thei 

addit ional kolicr to oe oui l t. a t  the 
. l\fahaica river, t .!Jern i� cel'ta i n  to be 
a gl'eat imp1·0YeJUe 11t  in the d i st r i ct I 
lrnow tl1 c 1 ·c a re ' di lfet·e11<·es of opiuiou 
on tJd,; J)al' ticulai· 11rnttel', and what I 
l 1 ave 1 lo1w so fa r i .-, to 1rct th e feeli ng of 
the  Execu t i ve Council  on tl l is  recom• 
mc1Hlatfo11 of tl 1 e Dl'a i 11age and  Iniga­
Hon Hoa I'(]. I J1 a ve ass11rcr l rny�elf of 
the consent of tli c Committ ee of the 
.Dt•YP loprnent 'J'n 1s t  Ftrnd.  from wliom 
f1 1 1 1 d s  , ·nn]d 1 ,c; oll t ,1 i I IP <l fo 1· (';ll'rr­
j ng- t I J  1 ·01 1 gh 1 . 1 1 <' w-0 1·ks. T aJ ,;n reqn i  re 
t h e < ·on ;;e11t of the' T.eg· i ,- latnrP :1 11d 
t· l 1e  Rer:eeta l'_,- of Rtatp for the 
Colo.n ic,; ; th<- · 1" 1 1-Pr T <'onM ohtri i n  o:v

·tel<'i;n·am. I "·nn lrl tli°Prrf01·e l il,P to
pn l: before .t:l.Jp Leg isl ri J- i w  f!onnr i l  tl1is 
pa rticula r 1n·opo:<a l .  a ll () : if tl1 p 1•e a m  
: n1Y R<'J'lous <li ffe1.·enr!'s of opi n ion tl,e 

· 111;ttP1' rm, hP rlehatcd i.n Com1 ri l .

Ci OVTmX:\fBJ\'T NOTIC'RR. 

R,mR.\STllTT-:-Ro:-:.1 STK,\ �<'TTBl\fF:, 

M r. )fcDAYI D ( Col011 ia.l  Trca s11 rer) 
rom m 1111 ien  1 <>d the fol lowing 1\Ies-
sng-<•s :-

]IEss.1cr: Ko. 3. 

Honourahle Members of  the Legisla tive 
Counci l ,  

'J'he Counc i l  w i l l J ;e aware from my 
l\'l inute da led 22nd Oc to,JJer, 19412, 
addressed to · Hon ourable · Mem1bers anrl 
from my announrements i n Council on 
29 th  Or,roher. 1 9 4_ :;>: and on 3rd December, 
194 2 .  of the final tl eveloprn en t  in  the pro­
posals for L h e  fi nancing of Lile Eoerasirie­
Bon as ika drainage and inigation scheme. 

In go ing rlown witl1 t ] 1 p  J.:11gi nPPr. T 
askrrl .!J im  JJ:n:ticul-arJr wl 1 ic-h o f  i lw 
1mrn m·o11� ,:clJemes I lw d p 1 1 t  11p 1 l t t > 

other day in the two SC'l lcd 1 1 lc•,s "·onld 
bP the bes:t one to c01nme11ce .with l'arl? 
with a View to prewnting what lr n rl 
occn rrerl in  tl 1c In s:t few d::J )"f:, :md ] 1 P. 
expla ilwrl th nt  we ,:honld go on with 
tlr n t  i tem in i he srhcrlule for Alms 
G-rove-Clonbrook costilig· $40,!I00. He 
ass-ures me tl1at wH4 t4e work:;; recom-

:2. A,; J l!:: n·p n l ren <ly in timn tell, tlie Sec­
J·e tary of State for t•h e Colonies has now 
communicatecl defini te approval o f the 
scheme heing undert.aken t.o be financed 
from Imperial funds on the fol lowing 
terms and  condition s : _  

(a) 'T'he total expenditure' estimate:! at
$460,000 to ue made available under
the Colonial Developinent and Wel­
fa re A C' l  a nd to be regarded in the
first inflton-ce as a loan to the CQ�­
pny wi thout intere�t. ·
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(b) (1) .Such portion of the capital
cost of the scheme as may eventual­
ly prove to be recoverable from the
proprietors of land in the area to
be so recovered and paid into the
general revenue of the Colony in
accordance with the intention of 
section 1 (2) (b) of the Colonial
Develo1m1Bnt and "\Velfare Act.
1940.

(c) 

(2) Recovery to be effected by 
means of a tax on the increa.se in
Jand values directly attributable to
the scheme. 

The economic progress and mone-
tary results of the scheme to be 
ca.refully recorded and the position 
reviewed at a later elate for consid­
eration as to whether the whole or 
J)art of the capital cost of the 
scheme s-houlcl be regarded finally 
as a Joan to the Colony, and if so on 
what terms, or whether aJl or a por­
tion should be treated as a free 
grant to the Colony. 

. (cl) Land rents charged by proprieto,rs 
in the area to -be controlled by the 
Govern.ment. 

(e) The maintenan,ce cos,ts of the
sc'l1eme to be lborne by the proprie­
tors of land in. the area.

3. The conditions set out at (b) and
(cl) a·bove will require legislation which
it is 1n·op·osed to enact in a form conferr­
ing ge.rueral pol\\'ers capable of a.pplication
to s1pecific cases w.her� necessary. 

4. I now invite the Council to approve 
by formal Resolution of the execution of 
the scheme on the terms and conditions set 
out in p:nagraph 2 aboYe, and to under­
take to pass any necessary legislation in 
relation thereto. 

5. · A vote of '$280,000 to cover the 
estimated exp·enditure on the first year's 
work on the scheme was included in the 
Supplementary E:stimate pa.ssed by Coun­
cil on 14th January, 1942\ in connection 
with approve-cl Welfare and Development 
Schemes. T'his vote will laps,e as no 
expenditure has been incurred. A s.imilar 
amount will be included ou a Supplement­
ary Estimate for the year 1943, if the 
Resolution is adopted -by Council. It is 
p'roposecl to commence work as early as 
pos,sible in 1943. 

GORDON LETHEM, 

Gover11or. 

l 2th December, 19412. 

E-\UBSIDIZATJON OF IM:POR'rEn 
cmnrnnrTrns 

nlESSA(]E Xo. 4. 

Honomable Members of the Legislative 
Council, 

I have the honour to refer to my Mes­
sage No. 14 dated l·Sth August, 1942. aud 
to Resolution No. xxvr. of 20th Augn8t. 
l!H2', passed by the Council a:p1wovtng of 
the appropriation of such sum not exceed­
ing $300.000 to meet lhe co&t of subsidiza­
tion of imported commodities during the 
year 1942. 

2. In my Messnge referred to nl10,e, anrl
cmring the co,urse of the discussion which 
took place on 20th August, I undertook to 
bring the matter before Council for furth­
er cons,ideration as to the gene,ral policy 
and action to be pursued in relation to 
subsidization after the close o.f the year 
1942. 

3. Honoura,ble !\(embers will be aware
from the announcement on this matter 
made b.y me in my address to Council on 
1/sth l\"()n•mhP1'. :111,1 hy the Coloni:1.1 
Treasurer in the Budget Statement, that 
the Government p'roposes to con,tinue the 
policy of a,pplying subs,idies to selected 
imported commoditie,s as far as may be 
possible and desirable. This policy has 
always had the strong support of the Sec­
retary of State for the Colonies as a policy 
for the whole of the Colonial Empire since 
the beginning o,f the pres,ent condition a!ld 
it is generally regarded as the most ap'pro, 
priate and effective means of sta1bilizing 
as far as possible the cost of living. More­
on>r, in t-lw PxtrC'meJ,1, difficnlt circnm­
stnnces now cle,eloping, the only way in 
which prices of essentials can be kept 
stable or pegged, is by Government acce�t­
ing the liability of meeting the difference 
in regard to supplies imported at figures 
a.hove the cost to the consumer. 

4. I acc-ordingly invite the Council to
app'rove of the WJ.J.pro,priation from surplus 
balances of such sum not exceeding 
$600,000 as ma.y ibe necess-ary to meet the 
cost of snhsiidization and prize s,ta1hilizatio!l 
of essenti�1 imported commodities during 
the year J Q4_3_ 

GORIDON LEiTHIDM, 

Governor. 

l�th December, 194�.

-·
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GOVERNM:EN'l' NO'l'ICES. 

Bomn su:rn-Bo:us11, .\ 8c 1rni-rn. 

l\lr . .i\lcDA V l lJ ( Coluuial 'l'rcmn11·c1· J 
ga re notice of lite following mo lions:-

THAT, with reference to the Governor's 
Message No. 3 of 12th December, 194·2, 
this Council approns of the Execution of 
the Boerasirie-Bonasika drainage anu 
,rngation scheme on tile terms and con­
Llitious set out in the Governor's )Iessage, 
and unde-rtakes to pass any nece�:s�ry, 
legislation in relation thereto. 

�UBSWIZATIUX OF L\1.L'tJH'l'icU COllll\IODITIES. 

THAT, with reference to the Gov­
emor·s Message No. 4 of 12th December, 
1942, this Council approves o[ the appro­
priation from surplus balances of such 
,sum, nut exceetling :j;GU0,000, as may be 
uecessary to meet the cost or subsidiza­
tion of imported commodities during the 
year 1943 

(.)IWEH OF 'l'HB l)A.Y. 

EsTJl\L\:rE:S, l!)-l;J. 

The Co1rncil resohetl itself into com­
mittee and resumed consideration of 
Lile estimates of cxpemliture lo be 
dcfrayetl from revenue for the year 
cmling 31st December, 1D43. 

PL1nuc WonK:s Di;P.rnTMt�T-

�11-. BLE • .\'.tAH: ::iii', liefore address· 
illg my miud to Llw details of this 
head l am asking your permission to 
make a few 1·e11uuk,; with 1·espect to 
the .lllJIOUllCCment y-ou have just made 
1·eganling the Jlooding of the East 
Cua:st of Demerara. 1 am 110t goiJ1g 
to tritici½e the oflkial reports 01· th(' 
!'epoits of specialists, . because whe:n 
you clo that you only iute11sify the evil. 
I do not wish to criticize but I wish 
10 1•m1ke a statement which they nrny 
consider. Tl1e report practically say::: 
tllat owil1g to the abnormal rainfall 
nothing conlcl have been cloue to pre­
vent :flooding. I am ready to concede 

that, l.Jut 1 say that the East Coast 
remai11s flool1ml 110w because the ordin­
ary Yillage aut-lwrilies have complained 
bitterly siucc Qclober, when the sun 
was ;:hining at ils l.>i-ighle:st, against 
the l.ltk of preparations ·to meet the 
floods which ihey said were sure to 
come in Decembe1·. I haYe a mnllbe1· 
of wilnesses to 1.hat. 

Tim ClI.UHi\IAX: Is it necessary 
to i-ai:;e ihis 110w ·t If ;you do so you 
raise a geuentl clel.m,tc. I tl1 i11k yon 
may lc,Hc it unlil my :;\[cssagc comes 
fonvanl in respect of a particular 
scheme. 

l\fr. ELEAZ_u:: .'>s Your Excclie11L'y 
please� 

Tm: 011-\lH.H,\�: If you speak 110w 
I should waut to l'eply, antl I thiuk 
1alf a tlozen of us too. A motion 
will lie put before ille Counoil a:; 
soon as we can; lomonow if pos,;il.,lc. 

l\lr. ELEAZAR. I may not be here 
!u-monuw. Allyllow, l will HuL gu
ai1y fur1.lte1· with it at this stage. It 
seems to me that in the estimates
urnlcr "Public y{rorks" Govemme11t has
depal'lctl very vigorously from what
has IJcen the n1le for a number of
yoa1·s-tl1at 11ew appointments werr
usual]�· put hc1ow tlle lim·. ln this
iusta11cc G0Ycrnme11t l1ns made m,my
new appointme11ts, and most of them
a born the line, so mneh :,;o that the
Fixed Estnbli:-l1men1· of ll1e Depart­
ment has beCll increased by somethh1g
like $8,000. That mearn, that we have
tr- pay a cons.idc1·a hie a mount iu
salaries all(l upon those salarias we 
will have to pay pcllsions.

Our pem;io11 list, as we haYe always 
complained, rn onr oi tilt• millstones 
arouud the 11ccks of the taxpayers of 
the Colony, ancl we should be very care­
ful iu making JH''\\' :1ppoi11tments. Sup­
po,;e we w:rnt to rnsl1ie1· ,-ome of those 
ge11tlemen when the.,· come here? We 
may fi11cl that :rn officer rloes 11ot suit 
our purpose. '\Ye bii1d ourselves 11ot 
only to pay him a salary but a pension 
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tou a t  the , YC!T sfarL. I am of 
Uie u1n111011 tlwl al l these Hew 
appoin lrneut:s slioulll I.le put be· 
I-ow the l i11e, an<l as "-c see Hie 
o rticen;' e nidcm·y we 1i ul  them .,. \Ju \-e 
t he lino. l ha ,·e ue,er :;yet ::see ,1 so 
ma1 1 y  uew apporntments in oue Depart­
ment. I think that if eleve11 new 
olli.ccr::; are requited iu thi::, Depad­
Jllc JI L th e  lca :st  we should do i::; to vut 
them L,dow the line until tht!y have 
:shown lbeir c l'ficie11cy. I will hine a 
l'enmrk to make under some 1speda l 
iteii1 . 

1\ ! 1 ·. ,J ACOB : l quite agree tha t i t 
j ,, n·g n· t  t able th at  t.he majority of the 
:,;(;'a l ::;  1 1 [  Ekdetl .Heru1.Je1·;; a1·e ,• acan t ,  
a n 1 l  d 1 1 ri ng l lt i:s ,-;c:-;silln I ha l'e not iced 
t h : 1 l .  .\ s : L  ma t1'e 1 ·  l >[ fad ter tain 
ho n .  ) li·rn lwn, n•prese11 t i1 1g  impol'la u t  
1eom.:i i l 1 1 e 1 1 1 " i ( 's  l 1 an· 1wl  g-rncecl tl 1 i -.;  
Oor1 1 1cil cll : 1 1 1 1 hl' 1 ·  ,-; j  1 1 1 ·e the ::;e,-;:-:io1 1  . 
began .  �L a_ ybc t h e re :1 re · ver.v !,!0011 
1·ea�n1 1:s fo1· t l 1a t .  I woul<l l ike to a cl(l 
to "·1 1 : 1 1  J s ta led on t he last occas ion 
mnk1 ·  th is lw:1 11. J m:1 1le !·<> da in 
i--peei l i ( - ! ' l la rg<'>' 0 1 · :;: t :1 ( (' l llCJ1tf; ng ,d n s i. 
tlte Public '\V 01:1rn l ><>partment w ith 
respc ! ' I: l o  t l 1e  d 1 ·ai11 , 1gc of Cra ig­
y] llage. l w a n t  to make it  perfect l y
clear l lrn t J a m  1 1o t. gc: 1 1et· , t l i7, i t1 g ;  l a 1 1 1
rn aking a tl(• li n i l e  s ta tr111p 1 1 t. I have
l 1ccn In l l uw i ng· uv. tl1 : 1 t 1md i,·1 1l :u
rnattel' for q n i tc :t long t ime, a nd t l 11 r ­
ing the 1rcc]; -e 11 (l. 1lcputa tio 11 :;  l0an1r  1 u
Gc1 rrg·ci o,,· 1 1  a 1 Hl �a w the  Di:-: l l ' i < " t  ('0 1 1 1 -
rn i ;;si o 1 1 rr .  'l' l 1 1•y l t i rd 1o  "re  ·1 1 t (• 1 · <• p 1 ·r­
se n ta l i n• o f  I l i c •  ] ) id" io1 1 ,  but rny
i 1 1forrna t i·o 1 1  i ,-;  t h :i t l he_v were 111 1 :1 1.Jk
l o  sc:e l l i 11 1  n nd lh<'_,- 1nnt  to t 1 1e  C:- 1 1 i : 1 1 1 ; 1
T�n i l'c1l 'l.'htde t: 11 i o 1 1  lo i;;eek thei r  hel p.
I t hink t11e rnaj o 1· it)· of tl1e farmer,- of
Cra ig  Yillngr a 1 ·1• rnemlien: of t l 1at
Union, t.herefo 1·e t11e Union proposes to
follow the mnU-c 1· up to sec if anyth.ing
can be d011<'.

It wn.s pn i i 1 fnl to li�ten to, t lw open ­
i n g  remarks of the  hon . l\fember. for 

· Jkrhice RiYcr (?lf1·. Elea7,:u) t1 1 is
morn i11g. H<' :-: : 1  i,1 thn t. ;,ornel imes whc11
yon cl' itir izr yon  i. 1 1 tP 1 1 ,; i t'_1· t lH• <' v i i . l
,1 m sor 1-y to ,:a�· that  tha t  is the imp1·cs•
::;i-ou I haYe fol'med m�self-that when

JOU <.:ritlci r.e certai ll pul.Jl i<.: officer,; they 
refu:-;e to uo any llt i 1 1g.  l w il l  11ut gu :;u 
fa r a:; to :;uy tlla L l iley du llle wro,ug 
t l t iHg.  l thiuk l ite J'a 1 · 1 1 1 e r:s uf t lrn l 
di:;t l'id u t· t · ma k i ng t he uel i nile diarge 
that the wrung t h i 1 1g  i,: Lcing per­
[ ' l' lua.ted. I a u.1 uol  p 1·epa rl'd to make 
that  definite sla teruent 110w, lrnt the 
1J 1 1 iou i::; prepared to follow the matter 
np a nd. to ><eP why that :set t lement 
should be tl ouded couti11uuusl,\' . l have 
'l l 1 e  tign l'es :sll'Owi 1 1g  llie amou nt of the 
n, i 1 1 1'11 1 1  recor<letl at Pl n. Dia m1uH I ,  a l l l l  
i i ;  a letter 10 t 1 1e Colon ial _ SP1 -rctar,1· 
d a  te<l l )eeem l>er 15 l l 1 0,-;c fig-un's ·1n'n· 
g in• 1 1 .  0 1 1 <• pa I · :q.!TH p i t  o f  t .lte 1 1 ' 1 kr 
tea ds :, s f0l l ow,; :-

• ·  l t · i� 1 1 0w reported to us hy rncm­
!Jers o( lhe Union that the entire 
,•u ! t iva l. iou was  t'looclecl sin ce Saturday. 
5 t h  ins t. . a l though only 9. 2fl inches ot ' 
rain !'ell a t  Pin .  Diamond from w·e<l:ie�­
day. ?ncl inst . , after a long spell o[ dry 
weather." 

1 h n Ye sl·e 1 1  t he 1·a i 1 1 fall return s rn�-­
,;el f ;  T gn•I them from tJ1e Departm<'11t 
of ;\ g1· i l' 1 i l t 11 1 ·c• a 1 1d J can. vou<'lt for 
t he i r  . t <T1 I I· ; i <"y. l. f t:hc:r ,u·e µ:� i 1 1.g- to l ie 
d i �pu f rd .  11 s m:r :-t : 1 terne 1 1 ts ai·c di,;pntecl 
1'1 ·01 11 l i 1 1u:  ( o  t i 1 1 1c. I. ll' i l l  ask Lha t t he 
1 ·o n-e1" t f iµ:ure,- I.le ,;up pl ied.  '.L'l1 , 1 t J ,;  
: 1 1 1< i l  h , • 1 ·  g l ' ic\'Ol ls co 1 1 1p la  i 1 1  l. T ll a \'I! l o  
·rn ,1 ke. J I l la k r  ,;peci li(: s tale 1 1 1ent::: l.ie 1 ·c
,: 1 1 1 L  genera I ol.J,;1• 1 ·valicrus are made
decry i ng l h i 1 1 gs  l l 1 a n: sa i d, :i ml ·i n
fo d mt ll ify i 1 1g- t hern.  'l'ha t i:-; l tu11-
l h i ,; L<'id" l a t u. 1 ·e ha s g-Olll' un si n<:e I
I H' r• : i 1 1 1 e  a .\ l cmlier, a J t d  [ mu 11·omll'l' i 1 1g
] 1 0 11- l ong it  11· i l 1 ( 'OJ L t i 1 1 ne. Xo 11_-ornler 
; he rn a ,ior i ty o r  t he llf ernbe n, rlo nllt 
: , f tcrnd .  :1 1 1d i t  i s  tnw t h a t  t he Officia l 
l, lnr h r- I ps to keep i t. goi ng. l am 
_h op iuµ· t h : i t. ! h e (}ffic i al bloc wil l he 
rem on•,l Yel'y ,;oon , nnd  let the people 
,;pJect thr i 1· representatives to co•mc here 
nm1 spc8 k for them. Tl1e letter I 
1·<' f<'lTecl to states ful'tl1er :-

" The farmers- compfain that the three 
< "heck sluices were not opened until 
Saturday morning, -5th .inst. .  although 
the person in charge was requested to 
open them before by some of the 
farmc1:?," 

0 
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" Up to Thursday, 10th December, 
194,2, when 13.23  inches of rain were 
recorded at Pin. Diamond, very l i ttle 
of the surpli1s water in the cul tivation 
at Graig found its way to the sea on 
account of the faulty design or the 
drainage facilities. " 
T 1 1 1-: CH...-UIDL:\.� : l lliiuk ;you mig h t  

learn thi:::, a ;;  I ham ,-;ugge:-; tcu t u  tile 
hon. .1leml.Jer .fo1· lk1· 1Jh:e l{her, LL11 lil 
·1•:e curnc to the l)ill' ticula1: ;:;n lijcd. lt
will t:ome fo1·11"ard a ,;  a )les:,;age i11 t:UJL­
uectiou wi th a pa1·ti<:ula1· :sche me, and
l .�hall have 110 ol.Jj ediou to .:\lcml.Je rn
l'u i,;iag tho:se poiut:; ,  1Ye al'c llOW :i n
Committee on the c,- t imate,; of t he
.Pu l.Jli<- "\Yol'k,;, a ll ( l  l th .iuk ll"e ,;hould
� t.i c:k [ (JI ou1· last.

l\Ir. J ,\ COB : l quile aj_Jprcciate that ,  
,; ir ,  I.Jut l 1:;ay that I have made ,; latc­
we11 l:s hel'c and those figure,; will sup­
po1:t . .my ,;pcdlic.: cha rge of detiu i ie 
11eglect. I am ju1;t Jollowi1 1g U]J. l

am not 1·efc l'l' ing 1>a d ic 11 la rl,r lo your 
,:;t,lteu1c11 t this rnorniug a lJout the whole 
Colouy. As n. matter of fo C"t L wel l "t 
t-o Lw,ig1w n l a r,; t  Sunda_y a tHl I wu11ltl
l ike to say l'ight now t l ia t tlw .:state­
ment yon rea 1l th i s  morn ing i s  1 1ot
Lorne out hy wha t I JmYc ,;ec 1 1 .  l lrnow
Lu.s i _g 11 an cx('ccd inglx 1rcll : I h axc
woi·ked tlicl'e fop six years, lrnt tlw t i s
11 1 1othcr matter.

l 1•1:aYe Yuur Exccllc 1 1 cy\; in•
dnlgcnl'c lo 0omplete tlic t; l a. tc· 
meu t I ma de so, far a s  1 hc rai nfa ll is 
c·oncerlled and so far as Cra ig  i,; con· 
rrt· 1 1c(l . Up to 'Thursday, 10th Deeem­
l 1e l'. o n ly rn i n d1es of r:1 in fe11 at 
D ia mond. hut the homc;;;tc : i < I tl1e 1 •p was 
f l oorlt>d from Sa tnnl.i y whe11 O J l lY  !l 
i ndies of ra in  fell. "Tiie fa cts : i re thnt 
the chrck !< ln i crs ll'Cl 'e 11ot openNl, mHl 
flie ·s t n tr o,f thr clrn in age if' f"nrh tJ1;it 
cwn if  tl1e sln iccs were op<m-

Tm; CHA I R 1IAN': T must n sk �-on 
wliri t  relenmce l i :i s  thj s to the Publ ic 
'\Yorks <>Stirn:, t<>s ? 

Ml' . .  TACOH : "\Ve :1 1·e pn ,dnp: n l l  tl,ese 
Execu tive l-;ngi nee1·s to look after 
t_li ii::  work, a1id I. submit with all cou ­
ficlence that if this Legislature was 

consti tuted differently this vote would 
not pa,;s this Council today. '!'hut is 
the relevancy. 

T 1 1 1:: ClL\ IlDL-\.S : All right. 

l\Ir .  JACOll : 1Ye a l'c paying these 
eugineC'rs. 'l'he plal'e w a ,-;  Jloode.d from 
Saturdny, ,'.i th iu,; t., and i t  i,; trne that 
the l'On ti1 1 uous rain caused furtl1c e 
flooding, out the fanne1·s complaiu, 
:1 1 u l  l wholly a g1:L·c with them, that no 
J) l l J l ll)S nl'C rc!1111in:cl there. 'l'he1·e is
ua tnrnl drainage, and if the design of
the dra illa ge ,1·0J'ks there was d iffer­
ent  the place would not ha1-e 1-;uffered
a s  it lrn s . '!'he  fa t·rnet·s go m1 to make
a' c ·ompa  ri,;011 he tween Craig a ncl Plu.
] ) i a nwnrl. 'l'hc1·c i,; only a l'Oad divid­
ing the two p!nl'es .  I n  the letter they
a sk tlw t a n  early estima te be made of
tl 1 e  loss both places ham ,;uffcrecl, ci.nd
a l l ea rl.r ins pee lion be made soi tha t we
l l ligh t get a t  somethi ng de fini te. That
is wlrnt the people want. I urge Gov­
ernme n t  to llo that  without a uy forth·
e1· delay. J ll fa ct I am going- to i1 1sist
tha t it lie doue. It  is  t ime th:. 1 t some­
ihi1 1g is clone i.11 this ColoJ1y. 1Ve can·
not lutYe these things goi 11g on  per­
petu a ll.v. vYe h,we rxpcrt ;; nf erery
k ind here. ·we Jrnye Draina ge and Sea
Defence Boards and people who- are
supposed to  he rneclinnical engineers,
rnal' ine  c 1 1g-ince1·s, civil ei1giueet·s and I
clo not know what, yet we ha1·e this
J-1 1 i 1 ,g  goj ng  on ('Oll l innou ,; ly. [t is the
Y iew of t he people that it if' heiT1g 1nn·­
posely clone. ai 1 cl I nnrn Gov­
ernment to put a � top to  t h is busi­
n<>ss. If these men :1 1 ·c ·not c·apn.ble of 
do i ng their dnt�- without bci 1 1g  drlvisecl 
by -other <>Xperts then something lrns to 
bP 1lo11c. I n m  going to record my dis· 
sen t ng-:i inst  the whole YOte :i s a pro­
test, am1 I do so on the specifi c instruc­
tion,- of tl1 e peo-ple '"]10 haYe been suf­
fcrilig for a l011g number of years­
n<>:l l 'l:'- :1 centurr. 

i\ fr .  PEBR R\ C'CTITrn : Tn t l l i s  esti­
mn 1 e f-'roycr11 111e11 f· 1 1 :1 s �-i nn effect to 
tl 1 e  rP1·ornmPnrln t i G·n ,; of the Re­
orgnnization Committee. The Commit· 
tee was a veri sh·ong oue and maybe
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that is t.he l'eason wliy J nm n hi.t 
tlha ppointed with it:-; findings. The 
Cu11uuiltee has not go.11e far e1w11gl.i i11 
the 1·e-orgauiza ti on of the l'u bl i l: 
,v-oi-ks Depa1·tment. nly friend the 
hon . .  Membei- fo1· Bel'bice Hive1· (i\fr. 
Eleazar) lrns cCYlnph1i11ed, all(] I think 
liis serious complaint is thai the vote 
ha:-; increased ont of all pi-upodion. 
My complaint is tJrnl 1"11e Committee 
has not go.1w fa 1· enough, a 11d I am 
lloubtful whethe1· there will be a l·Om­
plete 1·e-01·ga11izatiu-11 in. Yiew of wha( l 
1·cgai-d as moclerate H!-co11unemlaliuns 
uy tlte Committee. ·we 111usl 1.Jea1· in 
rniml that quite rcee11lly there were 
c-c1·tai11 e1de1i:-;io11 works to be cui-l'icd
cm, aml those works f•onld Hot lie car-
1·iect -011 with the existing ,-,tn[f or -the
Department. \\',• know al,.;o 1h;1t ii ·is
Co1·e1:11rnenl's inlenlion to <·u.1dirnLe
those extension wm·l,s, for which an­
otheJ' ,t;:l00,000 will be pla<'cd on 1!Je
J•;fit-b1rntes. Together wilh the no1ia­
::,i ka-Boe1w;ir ic scheme l here will uc
ln1·gP. s1m1s lo be spent liy the T'nblic
,vutks I>cpa1:t111eJ1t, nml T am afraitl
tlwl the 1·et:OJU!llen{ltatio11fi l'Cg-anli11g
l·he sfaffing- a11tl supe1·vh;ion of those
w01fo; a t·e inarlequate.

I hope it is 110L the intc11-
tion of Govennnent to pln-fiue the 
JJOlicy of askil1g-· private companies 
to ;.;pend Jrnblic money, and that with 
the re-organization -of the Department 
;111 t>111I will be put to tlrnt pl'adice. If 
t·J:;it polir·y is to be abaJHlo11ecl I rnnin­
l:1 i11 that the· �tafl' will be inadeqm,te 
to meet the ext-cnf;ion works a nrl the 
nd(litional dnd11.ag-e. aml i l'l'igati011 
"·o-i·ks in other pn rts of the Colony. 

11:nderstn11ll (l1rre will l.Je no suh­
dh·i,-,ion of lhe di:;tl'icts so far as the 
111s1rid F,11gi11eers a l·e concerned, ancl 
T wondrL· whetl1e1: tl1e Committee has 
<·nn�iderc<l 1ltl' T•�a,,t Coa�I ,lisf rir;t. rx­
l"l'1Hli11g to the ,Yest Bn11k of tl1e Bc1·­
hicr T:iver, a r;irrtrh of 70 o<lrl mileR to
hr ,mper·vif;rcl h)' n singlr nif;fricl· "En­
gineer. lt nppcn1'R tltnt tlie Committee
wafi. more concerned about strength-
r11ing-· tlw stnff at ]JCn.<lqu:u-tern
than tlte supel'vision in country

"" 

dist1·icls. I say that so far as snpc1·­
vision is concen1ecl the country 
districts have been l.Jaclly negleetecl, 
::rnd untle1· the present 1·e-orga11izatlon 
scheme I feel that tltry will c:0J1tilme 
to ue ueglectecl. The District Engineer 
of each cll,;hlct, 1.JesidoR having the 
supe1·visl-on of roads and all bu ilcli11g,;, 
also supe1·vi::;es se_a defences ancl i-iver 
surveys at one time 01· a nothcr. I am 
asking Goven1meut to re-consider the 
matter of the supeni:;iun of di:;tric1":-;. 
'L'he Committee fim"J:; that Llterc 
wa:-; arnl :;till l:; lack of :,;upet­
visio11, 1.Jut I think ,it has 
been very rnotlcrate iu its recom­
mcrnla tion:; for a cu1·e of that ill. In 
panigraph !) of its 1-eport tlle Com­
mittee says_:-

9. The prnpusals in this report aim at
re-organizing the Deparbment so as to 
make it capable or dealing with its present 
resp·onsi,IJilities based o-n the existing 
scale of expenclilnre. If and wl1en maj:)r 
schemes '.}!' acldilional responsibilities are 
undertaken t e.g. irrigation and drainage 
'.1.'crks of the r-:�n.gnitude no,v in contempla� 
tion) it will be necessary to Provide 
special add-1tioual staff for such pur­
poses.'' 

·with snc� wo1·ks in p1·ogress I tlo
nnl !hi nk the a ppoi.11tmei1 t of acldi t-io11-
,ll fit.1 ff Rlrnuhl 1,e fu l'the1· delayed. I 
am asking Government to consider 
seriousl_v the staffing of the Depart­
rne11t full)' in 01·cler that tho:;e works 
�1to11lrl not he delayed or conti1me to 
s11ffer from lal'k of supel'vision. i\fay­
ue that lack o{ ,;upeni,;io11 contl'ibuted 
to the loss ,111cl snffe1·i11g of the people 
011 the Rafit Coast. Havl11g heal'cl. 
whnt Yonr Excelleney has said I d-o 
not intend to touch on that plrnse of the 
matte1· today, but I hope there will be 
110 attempt on the part of Ga-ve1·nment 
to l'educe a11y of these expa11sion wm:kR. 
J11 fact I think that in the ch,u1gcd. ci.J-­
<·nmstanc-es Government IDig·ht c01],;icler
se1·iously the questi-on of 1n-ovic1iug
1l!o1·e employment for the peoi)le in view
of rert;1h1 c-irrmnstnnces which have
:nisrn 1·cce11tly, a LH1 that there might
be mi extension oJ' these works. It was
s11g·gestctl tlw t tlw J-'ublic Works De­
partment might not be able to spend

' 
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mol'e than $300,000 annually on these 
wol'ks, but in the cha.11gecl circum­
slances I feel certain that the Depayt­
rnent will be nble to spencl fa1· more 
than that sum; thc1·efol'e I take it that 
Govennue.nl will sel'iousl,v <.:onsitler 
the question of 111aki11g the staff of the 
l>e1rnl'l111enl adequate to <.:ope with
tl1e,;c "·ork;:.

Mr. SE-\FOHD: I regret lltal il 
was not po,;sible for me to be l1c•1·e 
wlteH this c.;rit itism of lite repol't of 
the Committee was started m1 Thurs­
day last, bu l in tile 1·ema1·k::; which 
ha vc lieen made today I he1·e wa,; very 
little ('J'itici::;111 ol' tl1e 1•f'('OJ11me11d.1 tio11,; 
which ha,·e Ul'Cll made. ln fact tltr 
011ly c.;rilici:-;rn 11·:1,; from the laist speak­
c1· who said he :felt that the Committee 
ha<l nut gone f:11· l'11<mgl1, allll was 1wl 
8pcmli11p; euough rnuJ1cy ·on addi tio11al 
istuff. I ean as,;u1·c the hon. }lembcr 
that lhc Committee went into all the 
details. It eonsidel'etl lhc work tllat 
had lo be done b�- lhe existiug Dish-ict 
Eugiueel'::l and realized that it was fal' 
more than they eoulcl pl'operly cany 
out. I think if the hon. )Iembe1· loqkR 
at the l'ecomrnendaliom; with respect 
to the technical staff he will see uncler 
Head Office that lhe District Ji:HgiHeers 
will get a great deal of assistance 
from the Head Office. 'rhe ,ulclilion 
in the teclrnical staff i::; an Exeeutive 
.Eugi11ecr, Builcli11g::; a11l1 Roads, who 
will help all the Di:,trid B11gi11ecrs. 
Thei-e wi!J al:,o be a Quantity Surveyor 
who will help the Distl'ic't Enginee1·s 
in gettiug out ,;peeifications. There 
will also be a ::,L1periutendent of Build­
ings and a Supel'iutenclent of Roads. 
All those, it i::; hoped, will be of assist­
ance to the District Engineers. 

1Vhen the Committee wa,; goiHg into 
those ma1ters iL hntl to look at them 
from all angles, and this Colonr has 
11ot a bottomless purse. 'IV<' ]1n<l to 
co11side1: w11nt we reganlecl :rn maxi­
mum effici.e11cy with practicability. 
:Nothi11g coulcl · be c1011c without consid­
ering the cost. We wanted to get the 

g-tcatest value fo1: ll1e u/011c�· we ha Ye 
10 speml. allCl un that p1:inciplc we 
ba,;ed-011r l'ecommeJl(httions in this re­
pu1·t. 

The lH)'JI. }!ernhe1· refened to rmra­
gL·:1 ph !I. In that piu ag t·npiL we point 
onl I hat if those other sl'hemes aJ'e 1.o 
�o th l'Ough it will oe 11ecessary to ta kc 
011 ne11· ,;taff and more engineers, he­
m use the IH·esent staff of tl1e Depal't-
111eJ1t c·o1Lh1 not pos::;ibly undertake auy 
new wol'ks. I think Your Excellency 
J1as al!'cady given il out in this Coun­
<·il that it is 1noposet1 to get an en­
µi 1H'l't· ;111d staff to look aftel' tile wol'k 
in c.;01111!:'ction with the 'Bonasika­
Boera,;fric scheme. !?nl'thel' tllau tllat, 
in l'espect of the orclina1·y rn-coudition-
i ng works whieh a l'C going 011 at pres­
e11t 11·e :ire tr;ring to isti·e11gthen the 
o,·erscel'ing s�al't. ·we feel that the 
s,,I.i 1·ies paid to lhc •OVCL'seer::; are very 
s111all i11deell, mid that in the past it 
has liecn tliffieult tu get the l'ight nurn 
fo1· the jou. "'e arn hopiHg that by a 
11ew system of apprci1ticcship we will 
be able to I.mild up a better and larger · 
sf aff of overseers who _will be able to 
cany on the w01·k. It is quite iwpo::;­
siblc fo1· the District Ellgineel's to 
superintend all wol'k in their clis­
tricts; they b.a ve to rnly on the men 
umler them. 

1 am only dealing with the report of 
the Curnmiltee of which I was a meru­
bcr. I know that the Director of Pub­
lic ,ro1·k,; 11·.ill .1·e1JI.)' aull will be al.Ile 
to poi1,! ouf ,-el'.)' much mol'e than I am 
capable of doing. Throughout all the 
\\'Ork we have been doing on the vari­
ous Committees the Director and his 
staff have given us all the assistance 
llL<',,. pos,;ihly eould. 'L'he)· haYe been 
vc1·y helpful .in ernry pos::;ible way, arnl 
r would like to thank t·hem on bch:il!' of 
the people of the Colony for the work 
they have done. They are criticized, 
but we all make mistakes. Whenever 
anything was brought to their notice 
it. has been wonderful how prompt 
action has been taken in the matter. 

... 
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Mr. LEE: When this vote was con­
sidered in Finance Committee I could 
not be present, but in the circular sent 
round to hon. Members. although I 
ag1·eed with 'the Commi-tteie·s recom­
mendations that the staff of the Depart­
ment should be increased in order to 
r.rovide better supervision and more
efficiency, u find that se\·eral of the
major dl'dsio11s 111•p :--11 p<,i·flunu:--. l•'or
instance, when I entered thi_s Cham­
ber I heard the hon. Member say that
this 'Colony has not a bottomless purse.
'Will Government give an unde,rtaking
ihat in the corning year when extensive
build-ing operations wil,l be undertaken
they will be supervised by a building
expert? I find that the erection of
a new Queen's College building has to
he held up on -account of the pla1rn not
having been circulated among certain
Members. I have also heard a rumOlfl'
llinl it i:-- 111·oposetl to build a 11<'11·
Hospital. Funds were voted last year
for the erection of a police station at
Leguan, but the Department sa.vs that
there is no material to bu,ild it.

If Government is going to embark 
upon extens·ive building operations 
\l·hid1 ;ire re<Jllisit1•, then I .1g:1·<0l' 1lial 
it is absolutely necessary to bring 
someone from England who has expert 
knowledge, and who will be able to 
supervise the work and be responsible 
l'n1· ii'. \\'1• ]1;11·e 1·ery guod on·rseer,-; 
in• this Colony who could be added to 
the staff of the Department and would 
have more time at their disposal to 
supervise the erection of tho;;e build­
ings. Why do we want a supe�·vh,ing 
officer to go arnuncl examining tho!Se 
buildings'? If we are going to have in 
1 IH• offi<·e n II exprl't ·who is )!'Oilll! tn 
look i11fu the plnm:. :ind if W<' haYP 1l()t 

g:ot Ol"C'l'SN:rs who c•;111 J'('fl(l plan:-- W(' 
should get rid of them; they are use­
less. I say that the overseers and 
111n11�· of 1 hr r-a 1·pC'ntc1·s employe<l h.1· thr. 
Department can read plans and can 
erect buildings according to plan. 
].\fore overseers and more supervision 
of the actual execution of the work 
are ab�olutely necessary if it is to be 
carried out within the estimate of the 

Department. Ir a building expert is 
brought here to ·teach .a,pprentkes I 
admit that such a, person would be of 
serivi;:e to the Colony, but have we 
searched among the people here to find 
a man who can do the job? I am in­
formed that there are men in the 
Department \\'ho can teach boys pro­
pc1·Jy if they are g-i1•p11 tlw oppol'lu11it,1·, 
and I am asking Government to con­
sider that aspect of the matter very 
carefut,ly. 

VVe are also going to have a Superin­
tendent of Roads. I agree that the 
Colony·s roads are in a deplorable con­
dition, but can we afford the expendi­
t11re to obtain such a person? If 
Governmer.t intends to undertake ex­
tensive road-building on proper lines 
then I agree that we should have such 
" ma11, uut han: we lt·ictl Olir meu 
to the extent of giving them the 
opportunity to build roads which can 
·stand up to heavy traffic? Only on
certain occasions is an overseer asked
"Can you do this job ?" Many of
them I know can show the Department
the re:iults of their past experience as
overseers in other spheres of the
Colony's activitie:;. · One thing I \\'Otild
J:ke ,c.;ome of the Superin'1:enden ts to
realize is that .the expe1·ience of over­
seers is knowledge they have gained
although they have not Rtudied their
work technically. but we find Superin­
tendents ignoring them. An overseet·
i,, a mere tool: he is there to take
o!'ders and can�• them out whether
the? are right or wrong. In ·some
instances the overseers can teach those
with technical knowledge. I am not
saying that a man with technical
knowledge is not the better man.

The Council i;; being asked to jncrease 
the salary of the Superintendent of 
the P.W.D. Yard because of his long 
and meritorious service, but when his 
successor is appointed he must be 
given the lower salary. I know as a 
positive fact that many men who pave 
wol'ked under that Superintendent have 
suffered at liis hand and could not 
express their opinions freely to the 



4M Esfirnoies, i!Wi id lh:cr.:lfm:n, Jo.11. "-'-Dom ni ittcc 4tl4 

Head of the Department. Many of 
them have had to seek emp-loyment 
elsewhere l kno\\' of the case of a 
man who had sen·ed 19 years and 
because he expressed his opinion freely 
to the Superintendent he was charged 
with insubordination.' That man was 
only getting $12 per week and as a 
result of his skill and experience he is 
now earning $120 per month and per­
quisites at ihe Naval Base. I admit 
that if materiats and stock are kept 
in the Yard the Department should 
have a per.;;on in charge whom it could 
trust. I am not saying that Govern­
ment should not have trnst in the 
present officer, but "·hy sho11ld we 
raise his salary a.ucl give his successor 
less? 

I unclerstancl that the surveyors who 
will be appointed io the Department 
will be in charge of the carrying o.1t 
of the ,,·elfare schemes, but I think 
the number of s1;rveyors will be too 
:;mall for the amount of work involved. 
T:f the welfare schemes will ,not •be 
undertaken next year the number of 
surveyors will be too many. Ir it is 
the intention of Government to in; 
c·1·c•;i:se !111! s.:1!.i1•ip,-: of the :-11rn·_,·or,-; 
attached to this Department jt will 
aiso have to increase the salaries of 
those attached to the Department of 
La111l:; ;i 1Hl 1\li11t•,-:, lmt at iJ1e "" 1uc 
time we have tu consider those men 
who are giving service to this Colony. 
If Surveyors are essential both in the 
Li111d:- .111cl 1\li111•,-: a11d th(• l'111Jlic· \\'u.rk,: 
Departments and are deserving of 
consideration on account of the ri8k.:\ 
tc, themselves and to their health in 
the discharge of their duties, and if 
their salaries are to be increased I 
think they are deserving of it. I have 
been out in the country and have seen 
them sometimes go w.ithout ·breakfast 
rn1t ii :i o'c·lo<"I, in 1hr aftrn10011 :incl 
working in water to their waists in 
ordei- to carry out certain services 
accorddng to their schedule. Some of 
them have suffered from malaria and 
o-ther ilb as a i-_e,;ult. 

'l'he:;e 
tu the 

1)ec.ivie 
Culouy, 

a·1·c gi ri11g :service 
autl l feel that 

11 ,-:alaric,; al"c tu ue i11crcasccl U'J.' 

,-:ud1 t"U1J>'iclcrariu11 i,; tu be girnu 
tu a11y 11u::;011 they should ue the per­
.�ous LU 1·eccin1 il. ln my opiuioll 
it i,-: JIUt llC\"l'i:':SaJ"y lo haYc an 
.'\,:si,st;i11t J':1yma:-ler. Jur 11tc rc,i'.�un 
that if the times are regulated so that 
the Paymaster can go fro_m Essequebo 
to Berbice you wi]J ifi.nd that he can 
fulfil the. duties of that job without 
assistance, but of course he must have 
lite avail,d1le utcans of tran::;portatiou 
th,1t Um·e1·11r11e11t hil� pl:1r·1•cl ;it his tlis• 
1rn,-.1 I. T-'oi- i 11,-:l:1111·(• w lien he getis to 
l,1.•gtwn Jie lta" 1n wait 1het•e for the 
stea111t•1· uutil ,1ff1·1·110011. while there is 
the l'olit<! l:1111wh at J':1i-ik:1 which lie 
should be able to use. I have calculated 
it and found that he oon do the job 
a lunt•. Ue a nu It is deJ"k pay the mone.v 
and that is all he does. When he 
returns to office he hands over the pay­
sheets and his job is finished. There 
ai-e clerks in the office to make the 
enfries. I do say, however, he is 
entitled to a certain amount of Risk 
Allowance. 

I do not. know whether the contract 
of the Resident Engineer, Pure Water 
�:upply Scheme, includes House Allow­
,rnce. ln last year·s Estimates I did 
11ot see it, but I notice in this year's 
Estimates he is to be given House 
Allowance. That is one of the things 
] clo 11ot agTcc \\·Hh. H lie i,-; tle�cii-Y· 
ing- or a proper salary which will 
include this Houge Allowance, I say 
inCl'ease it. W·hy should we make a 
difference between him and the Assist-
11111·. lh:ti. he• ha,-·! \Vhy ,-:l101i lcl thP .\s• 
1-:isl:1111" who hn,-: to follo11· f-(w <l i -illi 11g­

of the> wrll:< :1ll 1hr tiJ1u• he 110t u:in•11 
a House Allowance as well?~ A 
principle should be adopted. I have 
said in this Council that I will never 
agree to House or Duty Allowances. 
I think that if an officer is deserving 
o,f au forrpn,,p of ;;nla1·�- in Ol'Cler tltnt 
J1e ma,,- proYi<le a house for himself it 
1< l1oulcl! be giwn him. If it is 11ot in 
Jii,- t·o11tract r do not agree that he 
shoulcl be pai<l House Allowallce and 
not the other people ,who are there. •
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'IVheu they_ go UlLt inlu the cuunti-y 
ce1·tai11 llou:,es are creeled for the 
techuic.:al workers, forernen, et<:., aml 
l tllink that cornes out of tlle Vote. I
feel that if the Hesideut E11gineer fa
to get llousc Allowaw.:c then let his
Assistant get tlle :,;arne, but do not
wake a distilH.:tion between tlle two in
the Estimates.

I invite attentiou to the salary of 
tl1e Cooks for the Colo11y Housl's at 
New Amsterdam and Suddie-item 
(411)-$48 per annum or $4 per month. 
l \\'OUld likl' [I) kill}\\' if (:oreL'Jlllll'Jlt
is• satisfied that $4 a month can pay
a cook at such an institution as the
Colony House at New Amsterdam or
Suddie. I feel that some increase
should be granted these people and a
reasonable increase too, to show that
Govcrmnent appre<:i:ite;; their services.
I have stayed at the Colony House at
Snddie and was very well attended to.
I think Government Offioials when
they go there are well attended to, and
we should sho•w our appreciation of
such sel'vices.

I would like to find out from Govern­
ment whether the Surveyors who have 
been seconded to the Bauxite Compa11y 
:11·l' l1ei11µ· paicl their sahu.·ia:s out uf 
Colony funds, or by the Imperial Gov­
ernment or by the Bauxite Company, 
ns I haYe lc>an1t thPy we1·c i-rco:rn­
mended to do certain work there on 
&ccount of the arduous nature of the 
work and their past good work. I 
would like to ·know whether that has 
been done -or not. 

Um1rl' thb Hea11 I woulcl abo like 
tn appeal again to Government to in­
stitute at some future time, next year, 
an examination whe1·elJ.,· tlle bo�·s who 
have served their apprenticeship will 
be able to sit and get some document 
to show that they have passed their 
_apprenticeship course and are entitled 
to certain wages from theii- employer·3. 
Sooner or later it will come up and, I 

, think, this is the time to begin. There
are different classes of workmen-

• apprentices, advan c e d  apprentices,

journeymen, and those who have had 
a little more technical skill. If we 
are going to have-and I hope Govern­
ment will accept the principle­
minimum wages, we should start now 
am1 try to lay the foundation so tliat 
in a few years when the Regulations 
are introduced in this Colony for a 
minimum wage the ·workmen will know 
the wages they are to receive. 

.\11-. J A.COB: b Youl' Excellency 
goi11g lo take the whole Reau·? 

Tm: CHAllUl.A�: 1.:-nlc,;s a11y qucs­
tiull al'ise:,; I can put the wlwle Ueatl 
lf hon. Member:,; pi·efer I can puL tlle 
Pel'sonal Emolumen1:,s togethe1·. Have 
you any particular item in mind'? 

Mr. JACOB: It would be 11referal>le 
to take page by page. 

T1rn Cl·IA.lH.\L\�: Ve1·ir goml! I 
have not given the Dirnctor an oppor­
tunity to 1·e1Jly. I thiuk he may do 
:so before I put the item::; under the 
Heacl, or he may prefer to wait until 
we a1·e finished uebating the Head. 

Item (14) - Yarcl Superiutentlent 
(!\;1,800 by· $72 to $2,880)-$1,S00. 

.\fr. LEE: I cel'tai11ly object to the 
increase. If this Otlice1· was 1·eceivi11g 
J1i:,; maximum :,;ahuy of $1,G:SU last year, 
H should l'emain s-o inste,ul uf i11c1'eas­
i11g it to $1,800. 

:Hr. JACOB: I would like m.)" dis�ent 
recordecl against tllis whole page as a 
protest. 

Page GS - Personal Emolnrnents­
Itern� 1 to 1S put and agl'eed to . 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: I womler whether 
Your Excelle1lcy has addressed your 
mind to the reason why all these new· 
appointme11ts are pnt above the line? 

T LIE CH.-\lTil\IA:X: T lhi11k it is 
better to ask the Director to reply. 
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i\fr. l\lcDAVID (Colonial 'freasurer): 
'J'he Committee specifically considered 
that point. Where ;rou are introdilciug 
new staff appointme11ts of 1.lti,; 
seniority which call for pensionable 
Rtatus, it is bet tet· to make them pc11-
sio11a ble from tl1e beginning aHlrnngh 
it is 1-ccog:nis<'cl 1 hat in some cast>s it 
rnn:v be clNdrnblc io make nppoin1"­
me1it·s ml<lr1· C011t 1•n ct wl1ich 11ever­
theless will pe1·rnit tl1e officer to r-etil'e 
without bl'inp:ing in the Pensio11 Tiules. 
Of course there a re certain other 
appoi11tmei1ts wl1ich will haYe to be 
filled b�- pc11si01rnble Officers from 
ether Col011ies. Although tl1e Com­
mittee clirl ngrec to some extent. to 
what tl1e hon. l\Cember snicl, I do not 
tlrink it wm, opposed to hnve all the 
nppoiiitments 1rnt abo,e the line unless 
1-here :ne �perifir nppointmcnts which
nrc marle under co11tract.

l\lr. SEAFORD : Tlie Co1mnittee 
rlericled that where possible, as ha!! 
been done, every Officer may be brong]1t 
rmder n three years' contract. It 
meam; thnt if lle remains after thnt 
pcriorl lie becomes pe11Siom1ble from 
the hl'p:inning- of ]tis !':Cl'Yice. If such 
Officer� nre i11 tl1e Gove1•nmci1t Sen·ice 
m·er the1·c yon <'n1mot b1·i11g them here 
:rnrl not pln re tl1em above the line.

l\fr. LEE: no I n11de1·s1"aml the 
Driller nnrl tl1e Re�irle11t R11gineer of 
the Pnrf' Water 8upply Scheme. who 
linve come 011t unrler contrnct, will be 
llensio11n h!c from the <ln tc of com­
mencernen t of their contract? 

Mr. i\fcDAVID : Ko, sfr. As a 
mntter of fact his case is specifically 
referred to in the Committee's report. 
It was pointed out thnt llis post shonlcl 
be made pe11si01iablc. Ile came out 
1111del' <'011trnd, in view of whir-h 1111<1 
of a 11 the c-i trumsta nr-e!': tl1e Commit­
tee rccornmemlecl that he should not be 
pensimiable. Pnragraph 25 af tl1e 
Committee's 1·cport, page 5, states:-

The Committee considered a proposal 
for placing Mr. T. S. Harrington. Resi­
dent E,ngineer, Pure Wiater Supply 
Scheme, on the pensionable , estahlish· 

ment. Mr. Harrington joined the Pure 
Waler Supply Scheme in July, 1929, on 
a two-year contract which had since this 
date been renewed from time to time. 
The Committee is unable to recom­
mend that the officer should be put on 
the pensionable establishment. To do 
so would, in its opinion. give rise to 
claims from other officers in a similar 
position. The Com,rnittee also feels 
that Mr. Hanington·s salary when he 
was first appointed was fixed with 
special regard to the fact that he woulcl 
not he pensionable. However, the Com­
mittee recommends that when the 
officer's agreement next comes up for 
renewal it should be extended for five 
years or for such other period as 
would permit of his being employed 
until he attains sixty- years-the age of 
compulsory retirement. 

?\fr. LEE: Rnt J1e is n bove 1'11e li11e? 

)fr. l\IcDA YID: :K-o. '!.'he nesiclent 
Engineer i;;; a 11011-pen;;;fonnble post on 
page G!J of the Estimates. 

)fr. LF.F.: I beg you1· pn nlon. Do I 
unclcl'stnml n 11 the,;e Officers wl10 are 
now being plncecl nbm·c tl1e line will

he merlic:,Jl!· exriminerl in order to see 
whe1llcl' thr�' rnn be mnclc 11e i1,;io11able? 

Trrn CH.-\ITI:\f.A:X:·1'11at is a .�i11e qna 
71fll1 of nppoi11tment. 

Mr. l\IcDAYID: All Offire1·s have to 
he mecl i en lly cxn mi nc<l on n ppointment 
whrthe1· pem;ionnblc or 110t, :rnd I feel 
1sm·e thnt on fra11sfcr from one Col011y 
to :rnother a meclica l examination 
fakes place too. 

�\11·. ELEAZAR : TJ1e hon. l\Iember 
for ];:,;,;equcbo Hh·el' Cllli-. Lee) has 
1-nken · _the point entiJ-rl�- out of m�'
hamls. 'l'hc point I mn making i,; that
if a pei·so11 is tram,fe1Ted from a
Colo•n�- he is 110t goi·ng to lNwe a pen­
sionable post there to come here with­
out pe11sio11. He if: a lwa:,s RO nppoint­
erl. and is pnt above the li11c when the
time eomes. ,vc cannot m1ticipate
ihnt the O1licers here will be of that
stn1Hlinp:. iVhy arc we putting even
the AssiRtni1t nbo,·e tl1e li11e nt the
stnrt? Is tliat a 11ew po•licy we are
goil1g to adopt? It is a distinct
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depar1u 1·e f l 'nrn ! 1 1 r  o n1 i n al'y· ni le. 
It is the ti l 'st. 1 i mr i t  ha ,: i><'CH clone iu 
thb Council. '.l'h i ,;  Cumrnit tee or Com­
miss i·on t-o e11quire iJ 1 to t h e  finnnees of 
the Col011 y  sa .,·:s '' l'nt, "o rna1 1y  men 
and give them vem,ion;'' co1 1 t r a i·.r 1 o  
1 1 1 r  Hu ie,: nf the  :';('t· ,· icr a lloi,retl 1er. 
Yonl' Exrcllency, _I ,l o 1 10t a ppnwe o f  
:1 11 · the;,e people he i 1 1 g- put o n  t l ie  
l' i xrcl Estn hi is l tmc n t  a t  1mrr, :l e' i t  
11 1ra1 r n  mi t  on 1:· ,-;n ] a 1·y hnt pm1s i on , 
:i l l < l 1 ,lo 1 10t think it is f:i i l '  to t ] 1 fJ 
otltee s1 1 bonl i 1 1 a l c  om n•rs. 'l' h i s  j;s  
µ: i y i n g- J)en s i on at the f< l fl rt. he l'oni 
kn0f"\Yin� \l· J1e,U1_c r thP_,· :i l 'e .;1 1 ,k 1.o 
ran·y o u t  1 1 1 P i l' rlnl fr:,; prn1wrl.l'. One 
hon. )Iemlicr sa i1l ii is mnrn l to app-,) int  
t hem a n cl i f  t l i ry µ: i ,·e i-ai i :,; f:td ion tl.icy 
n re p1l1 on t h e  Fixed Bstablisluneut.  
'l'J i ,1 1 i,- : i  1 1  1 · i gl t ! ,  ln 1 t licl'e we are 
appofotiug tl1cm on th<' Fixerl Estab­
l i slunent. 

i\fr .  :.\lc D ,\ n:n :  I "·onld n ot l ike it to 
go .out tltat we arc rnakiJ 1g a change 
in vrocedlll'('- Wlte1·e1·e r �-ou intro­
<111ce a permn 1 1rnt po:<i you al\1·11 .rs put 
it on a proper b,t:< i s  h,r m a k i n i:r  it 
pe11;.: io1rnblP. How<'n• r, ll'lwn a1 1  offi­
c·e1· is fn ken 0 1 1  ( em (Wl'n 'l 'il,!' or thr 
ros t i;.: 0 1w i n  ro 1 1 1 1cd. i rr1 1 wi th whic;h 
t lie  l)Ol i c-y i;.: no t· q n i l P  c l c >f i n i l l' i i  i ,-
rn:i dc no11 -1wn, i o 11 a l , l c • . 'l' lu 1 t i ,; the 
ren ;;;on i n  )J 1 · . Hn l ' l' i ng-to n\, f',tSe, At 
the time hi' wa,- takeu on there was 
no inte11tion of cnn·ying on tl1 e  pro­
gTmmne imlefi11 i tel,v. That is why he 
n ,:,mrned it 1uule 1· r011trart. Rnt 
wherev<'l' 'it fa  rlrrirlNl to inrren se a 
,-tn ff permfl nen t l y  wr mnke i h c  J)o;;t 
pe11 sionn hlc>. Tlr n t  1loc>;.: 110t . iiwlmle 
11 ppoilitmen t s  1 1rnlt>r ron tr:i rt. 01· on 
rn-ohfl ti 011 . 

1[r. ELF.AIIAR : 'iVlr n t  T am bik ing  
;: hont is  1 h at i n  ri1 i f;  C'om1r i l  we 
]1 :n·e to vote 1 h <' monc�· fi nd 11 ot  n t the 
cl i 1 -edio11 of tl1 ii:; Committee. 

Trm ( 'HAT ID[A X :  It i,; a drfi n iie 

s t a ll' i h c>11 it rnc>n n ;; 1 h c>y f l l 'l' prm; ion­
: , ble oflker-s u iule r t he ge 1 1ernl s<:heme 
and nrny  lie tram;fcn·cd to o ther 
('olou ie,:. H does not precl ude :ippoint­
mcJ1ts under cont nu:. l. H depend;.: 0 1 1  
t l 1e amonn t y·on n t·e offeri ng. 'l'TI'e 
Cou 1 1c:il j,; a n:ep t i ng  th i s  perm:1 1 1e1 1t 
l i n l , i l i t,r nf n ,-;n l n r i < ·d ;;-t a ff or engin·
cerf;, 11 11C l  1 1 1 :d, l 11 • i 1 1 µ:  ;;o t h e  lrnrnwl
th i ng j,; tn rn akr i'h c>rn pe1 1 s i ornil , lc ,  or
we rnn:· 1 1 :Hf' lo  p 1 1 t· 11-1 1 snhsh1 n l  i n 1 ly
l 1 i �g·p 1 •  :,,.;:da r i t\s. 1'0 1 l l f. ' l l 1 i 1 1 g:  l i k1\ no 01'
40  fJP 1 · 1 ·c 1 tt .  h i 1  .. d1 1 · 1 ·  l 11 • fo 1 ·1 •  we: !-(Pl . 1 1 1 <'111.
1 1 . m i p:h t  ! ,( '  wn 1- t h 11· l 1 i ] p  t-o a w > i <l pP 1 1 ·  
,; in 1 1 n l > lc l i n l li li l y  l n1 1  fl�  i lw ( 'on 1m i t. l N'l 
1·ecomme1 1 tl ,-;  a pc1 · 1 1 1 n 111' 1 1  t i nrrrn ,:p, of 
,-tn ff wr ,-h011 l d  t'fl <'<' t h 0  irnp1ica 1  ion,; 
of i t . Tf yon wn n t. i<OHW o f  i l 1 r.i<<' 
1' ng im•c 1 -s to c·nnw w i t lw1 1 t  1wn;;; iOn fl hlP 
J · ig1 1t,; ihPn  f w-1 1111 11 h : 1 ,·(• t·n rPrommm1<l 
,-;alar ics 40 1� 1· r·e n t. ] :Hf!:Pl'. 

?lk l� LEA1/.AH : Ynlll ' Execl lcnc�-. I 
n m  surp 1• i!-iPd to 1 1em- t.li n t .  You rngn ge 
:1 n <' l l f! ) 1 we 1 ·  . .  rou rlo 1 10 1· k1 1nw "·het-1101· 
] 1e  is g-0·01 1 .  l >n d or i n cl i ll'P 1·C ' 1 1 t ,  a 1 1 cl :·on 
p n l· J l i 1 1 1  a l ,on, t h e· J i m'. P11 I him 
l irlO \\' 1 h,� l i 1 1 P  11 1 1 1  i i  yon 1l i,-royr1· 
ll' he( l l (' I '  he > r-:1 1 1  prrn l 1 1 cc 1 hr g:ond,-;, m1 1l 
1 1 \Pn pnt. l 1 i 111 :i hol'P i hP l i nr. T cannot 
sc>ri t h n t  by j11 ,-t. p u t l i 1 1 g- h i m  n bovt> thl' 
l i n<' l ' ig:ht n ll' n y  t h e 1 '<' c ·n n 1,e :rny
c•x r• u;.;e for 1 l 1 a 1. Hu t· i l i n t  i �  110t. 1 1 1e
poin t .  'l'l 1e 11o i 1 1 t  T : 1m 1m1 k i 11p: i ,;
that  i t. js  f l  1 1. ew c lep:ni 1 1 1 ·c. P1 ·n d.ica 1I�,
eYc1·,v :Member ]1e1·e ii:; new f111d they
m:1 _1· thi.nk thi,; thh1 g  J1 a R  hrt>n going
011 n 11 tl1P t ime.

'I' m: f'H .-\ Il {: \ L\ X : Tn 01 l 1 <•r worrl,: 
yon w:rn t  jn-st fl tempol' :1 1'�- n rr,1ng·e­
mt> 1 1 I· t o  srr 1 1 0 11· i t· wotk,-;. lrn t. t h fl t. 
i� not t hf' rc>rom 1i:ir1Hl n t i o1 1  o f  tJ1e Com­
mi r l  r0, 

:1r 1 · . SF.A FOTID : 'J'h0  C'ommitl rP ll i t1 
rons i <le1· it. i n  clPfo i l .  It l1fl d  hPen 
fMrncl ·i n tl 1e p:ist. wr�- difficul t  to g-et 
su i tn hlr rne11 for the :j ob b!· cloi11g that 
n s  you l im it. the tiehl •i n  wh ich to 
obtn in tl1r ])COplc. proposn l  to inc1·en Re the -perm:111 e'nt 

s·t :1 t r  ·Of the Dcpartmm1t .  TJrnt h: what 
tlie Committee reC'o111.rncml,: aml th :i t  is  )fr. BLBAZA.TI : Gover11111e11t put.s 
what most :i\femb<'l'S expect, If it i l 1Pst' thing,- n ncl 111<':ni s to 1rnsh then.i 
wein1s aii in<:rease of jJ�c pennanent 1 lirouglt. As  regards the l.tou.  :M:e.tnbel' 
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i-:,�ci11g tl1<':, li n ,l fom1<l ·i i  rl i flknl t  io 
g·et s11 i tnhle men. l 1 1 :nc 11cwr known 

· . it cHfncult to .!!:c t n non -pcnsionnhle
officc t· to do woL"k l1ere. 1Ye hnd  011e
mnn  J1erc who (l i rl 1101 wr1 11 t to len w
l'.ll(l GoYcrmHrnt krpt li im 1 1n 1lcr  con­
tract.

Mr. SEAFO HD : Docs tl1e ] 10 1 1 .  ::lfcm­
ber realize ]iow sl1 ol't the Depa rtment 
is of e11 gincers n t tl1r 1wrsc11t t imr ? 

l\fr. l\IrD.\YID : It i;:: w1·.v 1l i ffiru l t  
t o  get engineer�. 

Tm: CH .-\J B .\L\ X :  'rhc 1·r1 1w<1.,· j,- to 
n f:k f01· :, <l h· i ,don ag:n inst 1l1e n ppo in t• 
mei1h,. I r� n p11t page 68 again m1d 
i hOR'(' wl 10  f:l \'·0 1 1 1' :l('!'Cptil1g tllc 
impl iC'ations of the C'ommi ttee's rccom­
nu•mln t ion f•: 1 11 rln • ll1 :1 t .  Tint  l1efore 
pu tting a nyth i ng- t he D i l'cdol' shonl1l 
he g i Yen his l 'l 1 r 1 11 <'(' 1 10\\- to a 11swe1 · .  
Thrre :ir e  q11 i f·p n 1 1 t1 1 1 1hr1 ·  of  poin ts fol' 
�·ou to commrnt on. 

l\fr. E . .  \. BO YCE l D i reC'l01· of l'ul.J­
lic :Wol'ks a nd 1:,ca ] h'i°en!'e,-,; ) : Yes, 
sir. I \\'Onld J i kt: to exp res;; thanks 
nnd  app1·ccia tio11 to the 11011. )kmber» 
of tlie Committee and a l so to the Sec1·e­
tary for tlw r·,n<'fol 1 ·011 ,- i <lerntion 
which tl1cy gave to t !Je needs of tl1 c> De­
p:utme11t aml also fot· the excellent 
report wh ich the,r ll a Ye ;;ubmiticrl in a 
memol'amlnm to thi,:  <'onncil. 'I'here 
i>< l ittl<l I can a <l rl 1 o  1 he l'CJ)Ol't  itsel ( 
except, pc l 'ha ps, ta emphasize the fact 
that tJ1e n c-tiv i t ie� ot' the Department 
have <>xJrnmlerl enormonsly rluri11g tl1e 
l a st: J '2 �-ea rs. l h :nr- h 1• 1·p a d i ag 1·a 111
which il ln:-.trn tr,; a t. n g:l:1 11<•p l1ow the
cxpenclitm·e Jrn s :i et1 1 a l l �· inc-reai-ed
oYer ihP. pn st 1:1 y<>n ni. :1 1 1 '1 �·on rn 11 see
] 1ow it Jia s  progrpsf<ed from 1!):{0 u p  to
1!)43, so t h a t  the act.n.al expenditure in
1943 is  approxirnatel)• six times what
i t  was j n  l !l30. 1. t lt inJ.: there :l l'C' Yen·
stro11g: g:ronncli:; to pr01'fcr t]1 at tl1e ac­
tivities of tl1<> Drpn 1·tmcmt and its WOl'k
will continue to expn ml, because a lmoRt
every scl1eme ·-of <leYelopme11t im·olves
some engiuceri11g work :.t. some time or
Qther,

'With rcgnl'fl to i'hr quest io11 a sked 
hr t h e ]ion. :\!'ember for Essequebo 
Rhe1· (i\fr. Lef> ·l . I ma y sny that the 
d i fficultr .in rcgrrnl to lmilding work 
a t  the prl',;ent t. i inc is the aC'ute short• 
age of ma(cda l:<. 'l'he Depndrncnt ltad 
Yel'." /!l'ea l ,l i ffi t -u l l y  <lu l ' i 1 1 /!'  the va st. 
s ix mm1 (]1 ,; i n  ohtn i11 ing- suppl ieR of 
l : 11il 1ling- rn n l c- e ia l s  11 1 1 11 tl 1c l!}J.3 p1·0-
g- rnmme of wo1 ·k;; 1 1 : i s lwe11 Ye 1·�· sei • ion;.;-
1>· dl'l n ye 1 l  a 1 1 <1 w<> slia I I  l 1a Y<' to ('Ollle
10 tl 1 i s  < '0 11 1 1ei l ca t·ly 1iext  .r< •a 1 ·  n 1 1 11 af-k
fo 1· ,; 1 1 ppl <'n1<· 1 1 f : 1 1·y p 1 ·0,· i ,d-0 1 1  1'0 J ,p mnrle
fOI' l'erotr�. (J 1 1 i tc a n nmhc>l' o f i tem;::
prnd1l< •1l fo r ·i n tl 1e J !)-1.:? 1.;s t i 1 1 1 :1tPR J 1 :1 Ye
1 1 0 1: r> ,·<> 11 l 1t'<· 11 stn r1 e,1 yr.I'. l h P  1·e:1 so11
l 1C' i 1 1g- t l i a l  th�re l 1 n s  11<>e11 :1 1 1  :i 1·11f p
, l t t l l ' l :1 µ-<> nf lm i ld i n g- suppl ies. Tf t lri s
,: ] 101 ·t :1 71' , ·out i1 1 1 tes T :1 1 1 1  a frn i <l that th<>
l ! ).J:? J ll'fl)! l':l llll ll<' o f  w-01 ·ks i i- go i n .<r i o
l ie \'! ' I '_\' SE' r i n1 1;: J _,- clPl n yE'rl a lso.

'J' l 1 <' l ton .  :H<'111hr 1 ·  fo 1· F,;::,r-:eq neho
H iYC t ' a lso :i sk<>r1 : 1hou t Rnncyors . I
rn: 1)· ;_; : iy th n l· a t  tlJ ,. JH'csent t ime 1u ite
a mnnhcr of Rn 1•ypyors i 1 1 the C'om:11 1 1 -
i ng- Eng-i 1 1Pc 1··s DPp: 1 1 · trne11t n 1·r nchrnl ­
l y  1 ·n ny ing  out wo1 ·k;; 1m1lPl' a ,Yelfn l'e
f-;('ltemc. th at is the R i ver Rlll'vey wflrk
l •u t  '/ r:rn :i lso ;.;ny tllat 110 ;.;ul'vc�·o1·s
c·oirnertccl w i t h  tl 1r T'nhlie \\'oTlrn D<>­
rn<> n t  h : 1 Yc> hf'<>n ;::pron clr<l for ser\·ice
"· i ( h  ( l 1 P  H,1 11 x i 1'c C'<11 1 1p:rny :i ml T 110 11ot
know t o  whn t the l ion .  :\[rmhe 1· ·i ;::
rcfel' l ' ing-. They mn)- l ,r ;;11 1'Y<')·ors from
Rome otl1 <>t' J)epartnwnl' .

With reg-:'i l ' cl to the qu<>stion of How:c 
A I I 0\\':111 1·e,-, fo1· t l 1 e  \Trll D1· i llr1· a lHl 
nc,-ddc11t En _g i l1eer, Pnre ,V:i ter Snp· 
pl_,- Rf'11eme. J mn)· 1·efcr tl1e 11011. :\!em• 
h<> l ' for EsRE'IJ ll<>ho HiYer to png:r <:!l. 
i tem ( :!1 ) -"Jfo11 s<' A ll owa nr<'f--$Gli0. " 
'I'hr rn is :i 11 <'X pln 11n t01•>· 11ote wli irh' 
s nys  "Hr>si clc>11 t Eng-iiwer. P11 1·r "'a l c> 1· 
l'npply Selt rmr, $-'360. Wc>ll D1·il l e 1-, 
T'me ·wa ter Su ppl? Schemr, �:100". 
'I' l ic;;c i t<>m,; 11:i .n• hce11 il1 rlnclecl foy a 
r·om: i rlc>1 ·n blE> m1111hc1· of ;·cn l'i- :1 1Hl thc:1· 
h nYe 110t hern insf> 1•ted for the fi l'st 
ti.me ·i 11. th i,;  y<>n r';:: Bsi imn.tes. 

,Yi t h  1•<>g-n rcl to t l 1e  rPmarks rnn <le by 
the h-on .  )f<'mhP1· fo 1· Rerhice R iver I 
s11 ou.ld like to �ay tlrn t ([U1te a munl.lei• 
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of the appointments lia Ye 11ot liccu 
plated on the pe1·m,u1ent e:s.ta uli:,;Ju11eut; 
fol' iusta lll'e Oil page (if} yon will see 
item (�J)-·':l :::lnpcri111'e11deJ1 t:s·'-11·Jio 
have not. hee11 place1l on the pel'ma11enl 
estnblishme11t of the Colony, arnl ;;o 
some of the Dnndng Office :staff aucl 
al,:o the .Junior .,\:,;sis1 ai1t,-' :--t,1ff n l'C 

110t placed there. Hnt generally sprak­
iJ1g, I call confirm the 1·ema.l'ks mn 1le hy 
the hon. ll[ember for Oeorgetown Xnrth 
i:?lfr. Seafonl) that: rno:,;t of the:sc ap-
1>oiutme11ts, if the_Y happen to ·be uew
ones arnl the people are appoi11tecl for
tlie first time to the Colo11ial Service,
are invariably on agi-eement for 21/� or
3 years. If during that time they
p1·ove to be Ratisfactory then they are
rmrnid-evNl for perrnane11t appointment
iJ1 the Service, but unless an officer
Jrnppcm: to be transferred from some
otlier Colony to this all the appoint­
ments will be on agreement for terms
of 21/� 01· :i years a"s· the case may ,be. I
tliink tl1ose arc all the points to which
I may refer.

'frrn CT-L\IRUAX: I shall 1wo,ceed 
to put all the iternR on Page 68. 

::\fr. ELEAZATI: ,vJiat is the use of 
protesti11g, Gove1·11ment says it must go 
thrm1gh. 

'frrn CH A TR�[AN: Your views will 
he 1·ecOl'llcfl in the debate. 

Ml'. ELEAZAR: Putting what I say 
1"11nt. t IJC•y <·h_:rn�c the n1lc;, at thei1· o,n1 
sweet will, will rn,,1· acllicYe an�·thi11g:. 

Tm, CHAIRlliAN: The new con­
tracts \\"ill be for 21r'z years. 

Cn.1.1;1,·n-:u:, Govr.1L\iiVlF.KT liousE. 
'l'1rn OHAilDIA:N': Item 03 -- ·'� 

CJ1a nffc1u·s, $720"-incl uc1es J)l'OVJ s10n 
fol' the :snlary of the Chauffeur, Gov­
ment House. 'flint was bt·o•ught up 
in Fina nee Committee. I actually pay 
the c-hauffen1· more, ,t;32, plns bonns­
pnicti<"allr $GO per month,-arnl of that 
$!10 goes thrnugh the account as rc­
fnmle<l hy me. 'J'hc reason is simply 
to gh-e this man the stat11s of a Goy-

crnment Officer with an allowance on 
l'etirement, having been 18 01· mo1·e 
yeal's partly at Uovenuneut ll()1m;e and 
pa1·tly in 011e of the JJepat·tments. 

l\lI'. .L\.COB: On tlI.1t point I 
wondee why lhe a<.:tnal amount paid to 
this chauffeur :t,; not ,;hown 011 ithe 

, E:-;tinwtes '? i,:JO is pnt down bnt he is 
netm1ll,r paicl more. If we a1·e to clo 
this tl1ing in the lHOpet manner I sug­
ge,-t lhat tl1e whole of the salary of 
this dtanffeui· he put down. It creates 
a w1·ong imp1·essio11. 

'J'rrn CHAIIDIAN: I think that is 
tl1c nite of sfll;uy of the Department, 
and I am not asking fo1· i.t to he 11101·e. 

}fr. LEE: 'J:his is a personal mat­
tcl'. You, sir, ai·e provided with cer­
tain conveniences at the expense of thi::i 
Cr.fo11y. You say this man is deserv­
ing of this salary. Why should the 
Colony 11ot pay it? If he is entitled 
by his servic-e we should pay it, anrl 
not a 1 low i.t to come -011 t ·Of yo·ur pocket. 
That is the principle the lwn. Member 
wants to point out. 

:Mr. SEAF ATID: The hon. l\Iemhcr 
ma.,· take the opportunity of moving· it 
unde1· anothe1· Head but not under 
Public Works. 

:M:r .. JACOB: I have risen to sup­
port the remarks o,f my hon. friend, 
the Member fol' Esse11uebo River, a!-: 
re�arcls i!·em (4-1)-"� Cooks for Colony 
Houses at New Amsterdam and Smldie, 
$flG"-and I would like to take this op­
poi·tunity to say that it is time thi.s 
Clovermne11t decides that something 'be 
clone. I want my remarks on a livi11g 
·wage rcconlecl. I cmrnot sh·cs,;, it too
often and I propose to stress it as often
ns possible whenever I get a11 oppor­
hmity. $! a month for a cook, GOc. a
day for a sltovelrnai1 and 28c. for n
woman wo1·ke1·-H is time this Govern­
ment becomes 1·ealistic. It is time
eYe1·y office1· of this Government thi11k
iE tenn,; of what is right and proper,
;11Hl I sny we mnRt fix a Jivil1g wage.
1Ve 1nust pa�- evcrybmly employed liy
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Government, whether n cook or any 
other office!', something that hei can 
live on. I tltink $4 ·a month is a clis­
g1·ace. I object very sti'ongly to the 
eontin11:11'io11 of it :rnrl I ul.'ge that a 
1·emfHly ue ma cle. 

:\fr. :\lc·DAYrn: T mn not as rel'iai11 
of m,v f,1ct;: ns I would like to be. $!):i 
j,- 11ot :1 wage for peo11Ie who rue con­
ti nuonsl�· employecl. 'l'he Housekeepe1·s 
of Col011)' Houses get $18 a month all(] 
r;uintcr;:., Tl1000 are the people ,vho 
look nfter the dome;:tic arrangement.;: 
nt the Colo11y Houses. As fa1· as tlic 
local cooks a1·e eoncernecl they are only 
(•mplo,rrd ternpornrily to assist when a 
lnrge number of officers or vi,dtors go 
thel'e. I have not the fads by me bnt I 
feel sure they are temporary assistants 
to tlte Housekeepers. I shall, however, 
rnn ke a note and look t.he ]Joint up. I 
J1ad 1u·omisecl a few clays ago t.9 lOQk 
np anr.'1:her point made by the hon. 
:\rernlJrr fo1· North-'iVesteru Disti·ict, 
nnd at the moment I han\ discovered 
that the particular individual in thl:l 
Xorth-'iV"estern District to whom refer· 
ern.:e wn;;; made wa� in eoniiuuons em­
J1lo.ni1ent in nnother JJost. 

'J',n: 01-L\JHi\lXX: 'l'he woJ'(ling is 
misleading! 

l\fr. LEE: I "·mild like 1lte ho11. 
Co,1011 in I 'l'l'easm·er 1o send for the 
Atternh111ce Book at the Colony Ilonses. 
1Ve would •find that a11:1.1-t from the at-
1.emlance of Uovernment Offidnls and
others the Oook in orcle1· to krep the
job has to cook for the Housekeeper
and i:emains the1·e continuow,ly.

Mr. l\1cDAVJD: Of course there is 
a General Onler which, I am quite 
s11·1·e is in operation. H reach,: '·Each
GoYernment Officer who visits a Col­
ony House aml einploys a r·ook tl1ere 
is to pay one shilli11g per day for the 
use of the Cook." (La11gltter). 

::.\fr. LEE: Arni the rook g-et,; 11otliing 
snrn :1ncl except the job, 

Mr. l\IcDAVID: The cook is to be 
paid one shilling per day by the 
Offi.ccr. 

l\fr: ,J AC0.13: I want lo say that it 
is true the Bailiff in the North--Western 
l>ist rict is also the Village Oversee1·.

'1'111•: CH1\lHIIIA:N: The hon. l\1cm·
het <lid i101. mention that fact during 
1 hr eom·;:e of tl1e debate. 

1\11-. J .A.GOB: It dicl slip me at the 
moment. J recolaectecl tha!t he could 
not rlo hoth johs pPoperly. His entire 
pny is 0111.r *:HJ a month aucl that is i1ot 
a lidng wage for a man cloing two job!; 
-Bailiff ancl Village Overseer. As a
matter of fact if he is paid a decent
salnry Rs Bailiff he would give up the
other job. I clo admit that I clicl not
give a II the facts.

1\Ir. l\IcDA VID: Thanks! 

M:r. .r ACOB: Ai- regards the;:e 
cooks, the hon. Colo11ia l Treasurer l'<>· 
ferrccl to Housekeepers getting $18 a 
111011th. That js onl:r item (35), but 
item (!1G} relates to 14 Caretakers, the 
amouut being $1,G'.14. I cq,uld have 
taken the amount for 1!142, $1,486, which 
would lrn ve been less. The pay works 
out at only $11 odd per rno11th, so there 
ngain whe11ever Government wants to 
mnke comparison it takes tl1c l1iglle;:t 
figm•es, but wl1en we wai1t to make 
comparison we must 1iatnrally take tl1c 
lowe;:t. The caretakers ca1mot live on 
$11 n month but, if they can, the C'Ooks 
c:11111ot live on $-1. It is true tlrnt 
whilst some of these people are nCYt 
<"Ontinnously employed, il1 tl1c present 
circumstn11ces with the existi11g nr· 
r:111gements the cooks can clo 11othing 
else but be present when they are 
wanterl, and so it becomes very 11.al'cl. 
I quite agree they may do Rornetl1ing­
else during the intervals wl1en tl1ere 
are 110 visitors, but there is 110 per� 
lllHJ1('11(")'. 

M�· attention has been clrawn to the 
fnct thnt t11ere is n 110.

f

o ag·nim;t. Hem 
('.lG)-"Increasc t<, nllow for snlistitntrs 
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chni.11g illness 01· lea vc.'' 'l'hci-cfo1·e 
the caretaken;' pay if J)l'OJ>cl'ly gone 
il!to ];; *l.O 11 111011th. Bnt the point I 
,1.·iNh to make is tl1at these cooks should 
be• paid f-Omctlti11g more. It ii> quite 
fair to K,1�· ilwt J10( l►eing employed 
full time $4 is sufficient, but they al'e 
1·eqnired to Le t hei-e at any time Y iki­
torK go tl1ere, even at sltoi-t 11ol ire. 
Therefore thC'y should lJr gi,·en a liv­
ing wage. I do not "·n n t to, l'Cfer to the 
1·e1.:rnt eon t nwe1·s,1• in the Pl.'css, l.mt 
fr·om wlrnt. I l1eanl OYC'r· the air 011 
Sunrlny hist from the RcY. vVelt011-
Wanl it is time Govenrment set the 
example ns it is havi11g t'lisar;trons cf­
fecti- tlu·ougltout t.hf' Colo11�-. Govel'n­
m.ent i;; lookCll upon ns agreeing to this 
low wage :incl other people take tlrnt 
as an example ::rnd a.re guided by it. 
As a matter of fact w11ernwer Govern­
ment fixes a standar�l of 60c. a clny, 
01'11cr crnplo,yen.; feel tl1ey 1mrnt pay 
less. It rairnot be cle11ied, and even if 
H is denied I will insist that I nm sure 
of my facts, thnt. Government employees 
:m� not giving l'ea 1 full time service 
even wl1en employed by the day. I am 
111·gi11g on this Government to fix a 
living wage and pay a living wage to 
\empJ.o)·ees. 

THE CHAIRi\IAX: If that is <l@e 
it would mem1 that all perquisites 
would lt>1ve to go into- revenue. 'l'ltat 
is onf' wn)· of cloing it. It will l'equire 
a little wotking ·out. 

i\ir. llfrDA YID: "'e must be cer­
tain of the tetms of the people's em­
ployment. I have a 110te-"Cni·ctnk­
er·s do get $11, lmt it is not continuous 
emplO)'lllCJl.t"-aJHl wlta t is more, I am 
tolcl that some of these en retn kers aml 
))l'Obably most of them are the wives of 
the Kon-Commissioncll Officers at the 
nearby l'olice Stations. One would 
unders ta 11d it is casual employment 
and the money is in the nature of an 
honoral'i.nm. It is not continuous em­
ploymc11t. I O1iuk 1 he Dil-ector of 
1>ublic w·orks will g•o into the matter
and be satisfied 1.liat tlie people are not
underpaid fo1· 1.hc amount of work they
do.

'rm; CI-IAilti\IA X: It still temains 
that Ille wonli11g is uufortm1atP. It 
slill looks as i'r tlJe 1.:ooks · are employed 
whole time at $-1 a month! 

Mr. ELEN/,A U: 'l'ltere is no need 
trying to white-wash the thing. The 
peo1ple ::ne engaged the1·e and are given 
n t tl1e eml oJ' 1 he month $4. 'l'he per­
quisites they get now untl again do not 
make any difference. If you have a 
cook nt a Colony Honse s,he will have 
to be on the nlel't whe11eYer ,;omebocly 
visits tlrnt plntL'. You rn1rnot say she 
i.s <1oing something else, eyen if you
give l1rt· somcthi11g l'e!;pectablc for the
time we know she is wol'l;:ing. I am
asking that the amount be cnniecl o•nt
n t $1!):3 in ste.a cl of $!1G, so that ea ch
cook will get $8 a month.

'l'rrn CTTAIH111A�: I nm nfrn.icl I 
cnnnot n1low that to go forwar.cl m1less 
we really know wl1at we ate doing. I 
mu quite lH'epated for the Director to 
lia ye a. look into it nrnl let us know pre­
cisely what we arc doing. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: That ngaln is an 
iimova.tio11 which does not seem to be 
a l'efonnation. You call a Committee 
aml that Co1runiltee tells you cert.aiJ1 
thi11gs aml you then come to the Coun­
cil, which is ce1·tainly the 1·esponsiblc 
hocly, nml say the Conunittee says so 
:iml so :incl it rnnst stand. But the rule 
has always been when this Council is 
considel'i11g the Budget, Members sug­
g-est to Government as they can clelete 
_but not initiate ancl can a.sk for an. 
increase if a reasonable grouncl j,; 
shown, as in tl1is case. I am surprised 
to he:n· Governrnei1t say it has to en­
quire into that. A cook is a cook aml 
$J a rnontl1 ns her salary is iua.clequate. 
Evei·y person i11 the Colouy will agree 
with that. It is abnost a shnme, and 
the amount should 11ot have been there 
in the first instance. 

· 'I'm: ("HA Tl :.MAX: Y 011 must g:i YC' 
us an opportm1ity of finding out that 
i-he only gets $!. Yon are alleging 
tlrnt. sl1e docs, nml we Jrnvc reason to 
believe she gets much more from other 
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sources. vVe must have an opportun­
ity of lmorwing the facts before accept­
fog a proposal for an increase. I 
would ask the Director to find out ancl 
let me know. The wording is mislead­
ing aml prolrnbly we may find it is 
when we get the report. 

Sub-hen r1 1 passed as amended. 

Item �---Ti:avelling Expenses, $16,100. 

:Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I would 
like to say something on this item. 
What I rlo feel is that this $14,000 per 
annum fo1· travelling expenses- is a 
waste. I thi11k Yom Excellency's re­
cent vh;itfl must have satisfied you 
tliat the mo11ey is not p1·operly spe11t 
from wliat you haYe see11. I Iia.ve 
property on the CoaRt and I must get 
thel'C by motor car but I cannot get 
r,etro,l for it. I get about 1:? miles to 
the g-allon from my car mHl I am given 
a paltry 8 or fl ga Hons. What is that 
to me? I have to revert uow to uRing 
a borrowed bicycle. I thi11k the thing 
should be more c:1refully gone into. I 
lrnow a co11sic1erable portion of this 
111one)· is spent w:-tf'!tefnll�r. I can give 
instances of it. I do 110t come here 
aml say things I cannot prove. I do 
feel m,cl know we have :it the present 
momei,t an excellei,t Director of Pub­
lic vVor-k>< wl10 cloef<I no-t :-mffer from the 
sJlobber�· tlrnt prev:-tilrrl "iii that De> 
p:11·trnrnt for thr la,;t five year,;. I 
think we will get a proper handling of 
ilti8 lllO'Iley. 

Mr. BOYCE: I wonlcl like to say I 
appreciate the hon. Membei·'s attitude 
n·1-.r muc·h a111l I must s:.iy he has set a 
fi1ie example in 1·idi11g a bicycle. I 
have seen him 011 mai1y occ:isions cloil1g 
so. I think he de'serves a tremendous 
amount of credit for it. I may :issure 
him that the expemlitun, under this 
vo,te has been very severely cut clowi1. 
I know 1 hat tl1is year, fo1· ex::nni1le, 
the amount spent has been very much 
]PRS than the amount provided for. 
The reas-011 for tlrn t is; I lrn ve seriously 
resti-ictrlT officers of my Department 
from travelli11g :iround the way they 

used to before. That is partly due to 
pctJ"ol. �rhey lrnYe been doing an enor­
m;.ni.� amount of travelling and I have 
done my vc1·.r utmost to cut it down. 
'.l'lrnt bas had cei-tain repercussions. 
Many liaYe 110t been able to- get around 
nnd s11pcrvise works as they should, 
but I assure the holl. Member that the 
amount provided in the Estimates will 
be Yery carefully watched by me and 'no 
mmeceF-s:-t ry travelling will be clone. 

Mr. LEE: With respect to the re­
ma l'lc by the. Director that no- surveyors 
from his Department haYe been second­
ed fol' senire with the Ba1L""s:ite Com, 
pai1y either :in the Demerara River or 
the Berhice River, I have recently 
visited the Demerara River ancl seen 
two Surveyors at the Colony ,Honse. 
From i11forrnati-on receivecl I think they 
were ,;eromled for duty there. 

M1•. CASE (Consulting Engi11ee1') : I 
can assure the hou. Member tliat they 
were previously empl01yed in the I'uh­
lic Wnrks Department but they are 
1;ow employed by tlie Bauxite Com­
pa11y. 

:.\fr. LEE: I ha Ye seen their names 
in the Civil List. Mr. Wo11g was in 
the Hydrographic Survey Service of 
the Government aud he i-s now wo,rk­
iug along w.ith the Bauxite- Company 
in surveying the drecl'ging there. I 
thought lie was in the Government 
Service and also the Assistant to Mr. 
,vong. 

l\fr. CASE: As far as I know tl1ey 
we-re previously employed in tlie 
Public vVorks Dep:1rt-mc11t on a tem­
porary ba1ds and g·ave :it up for 
employment with the Bnuxite Com­
pa11y. 

Mr. LEE: I will make i1westigati011 
in respect of it. I am not satisfied 
with the answer. I Jrnow as a positive 
fact that l\fr. ·w011g was in the Hyclr•o­
graphic Service and at no time resigned 
to take up a bettel' ;job. If it is in 
w1'iti11g- I "·ould like to see it. I am 
pmdtive in res11ect of his beil1g seco11cled 
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from <iOYCl'lllll('llt to ;i,s;;ist in the 
nre11g111g Sm·ve�, of the H,111xite opera-
1jom; up tlJc J)p1iwrn 1·.i ' R i 1·n. I c1o 
1�ot know whetl1rr it i1s undel' thP 
R11pel'vi�io11 of the H,111xitc Company 
01' tlie Irnpe1·inl f1oye1·11mPnt or ihi,; 
(1oyermnent, !Jut lie was sent b�- this 
Govrrm110.11t to· nssist in that "·ork. 

M:r. CASE: At mi enl'lier stnge 
whPn tlw w01·k s1"arted a mn11 was lent 
:iml then nfterwnr<1s tl1e�' obtaine<l n 
man of thefr own. It is perfertl�r trne 
tlrnt in the earlier stage that was so 
·hut it ·i,; not so J1ow. Ko one is
Rrrornled from the Depal'tment. I will,
J1owPver, niake e11CJ11iri<.'s again to­
morrmY �ml inform the hon. l\Iember.

1fr. LEE: J\fr. ·wong and his Assist­
:rnt are under the impression that the)· 
nre ;;till in the GoYernment Scrviee, 
:rnrl that is why I am asking. I have 
learnt that tl1e Officer or Official who 
waR sent out by the Im11erial Govern­
ment recommendecl that their salaries 
should be hig·her than what they ar<' 
receiving, m1rl I would like to know 
wl1ethel' that recommendation i;;; l)('ing­
cnrriecl ont by this Government with 
the co-operation of tl1e Bauxite Com­
pm1y. 

'l'1rn OOLO);IAL SECRETARY: I 
1hink I can tJn,ow some light on this 
matter. A 8nrve�·or wa,; urgcntl)' 
l'C'fJ.11 ired in rmmecti011 witll the c1re,1g­
i ng of tl1e Demerara River :rncl there 
wn;;; no one availnble outsi<le the Ser­
vice who ronkl do that work. That 
Offirer has bee11 seconder] a)l(l is bei11g 
paicl by the pcrso11s who are pa)·ing 
for the clredgi11g. Hi,- post is hei11g 
retained. Another ·surveyor employe!l 
in the LmHls a11d l\Iines Depa rtrnc11 t is 
nriually worl�ing- in the Dcmcrara 
Rive>!'. Por that type of work no other 
�uneyor can be got. 

Trrn CUAIRMAK: He is a Snrveyor 
of the Departme11t of Lnrnls ancl l\fine,; 
who has been secomlccl to work with 
the Bauxite Co. 

'L'rrn COLONIAL SEORE'l'ARY: He 
is <loing very responsible wol'l,, a' (ype 
of work for which 110 other sm·1'eyor 
(·011 Id }1;wc bl'en obtained.

i\Ir. LEE: Do I understand from
n0Ye1·umen1· · thnt this sm·ve)'Or's ser­
vicP with ihe company is not being
n c·lmowleclg-ed as service with the Gov­
en1111c11t?

'J'1rn CHAITiiUAX: 
hP. 

I thi11k it will 

l\1r. l\frDA YID: I do nq,t know of 
tl1is spe<'i fie rasc lint I know of two 
other su1·vP)·01·s seco1Hle<l for war wm·k 
:iml there was ;i special ruling whielt 
proteetecl tltem arn1 allowccl their ser­
vice whilst in the pnrticnlar employ­
ment to, coullt for pc11sio11. 

Mr. J,EE: Do T nmlersbnd that this 
o-fficer iR not seconded fo1• sen-ice with
the Bauxite-Co.?

Tim CIL\ITil\L.\N: He is 11ot one o:f 
these of firer::; nnder i tern 7. If you 
wish to bring thf• matter up you will 
lia ve to do so later. 

Item 12-Engineerillg Snncys, $7,000. 

Mr. ,TACOR: I wish ta say that I 
clo 11ot like the manuer in which the 
question rnisell lJ? the hon. l\Icmber 
for Essequebo Iliver (l\fr. Lee) was 
;inswere,1 from the Government side 
just i1ow. The hon. Member stated 
speci ticnlly that m1 officer from this 
Department h::is been secondecl to <lo 
wc•1·k fo1· a. priYa te c011cPn1. That 
,:tnteme11t was stoutlr deJ1iecl. 

'l'rrn CHAIIli\JAN: That stateme11t i1s 
11ot tn1e. I g:nther tllat 110 snrve�·or 
from this Departme11t has been secoml­
erl. It has emerged' that a surveyor 
from tl1e Department of Lands a.ml 
l\fiues was seconded. 

l\Ir. ,TA COB: Tcclmicall)' that may 
be eorrect, but we are here to co-operate 
with Governme11t aml we expect to 
receive correct answers. 

( 
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_ 'l'm,; UHAllL\lA..\: l illll:st 1·eally 
mLel'Vene. 'l'he Colonial Sec1·e-tary iJ1-
te1·vened to give the eo1Teet ,u1:swei-. 
'l'he Commlti11g Bngi11ecr had no rnearns 
of knowing, a1id a,; soon as the Colonial 
Secretary 1·ealized what was tile ques­
tion lte went outside, got the in­
formatioll, earne L>ack and g,Lve it .. I 
<:H II reganl . 11c-tll ing as lJeiug more 
conect. 

Mr. J . .'I.UU.B: rour .Exc::clleucy ha,;
L>ee11 here 01lly a short t1111e. .lty 1111-

]Jl·essiou is tila t the temlem·y he1·e ls
tu make Ollt that Lile llHLJOdcy ol 11-0JI.
.Mcml!en, arc lJO·t ac<1uaiutecl with any-
1hiug, aml when they rai,;e auy que,;­
tiou it must be just lirnshecl asitle. l
,r,u1t to say qttite plainly that I clis­
appl'Ove of such methodi:; L>y tlie i,;enior
Uove1·11me�t Otliee1·s. I raised a point
t Jtis morujug and OJI a p1·eviou,; oeca­
::;ion about engineering stu·veys at
Ci-aig village. "Ko ,1ttempt ha:-; uee11
wade to an:,;we1· it. I cornplaiuecl that
the design of the Craig drainage re
contlitioni11g wo•1·ks was all wrong. I
am Hot an expert 01· a s1ti-Yeyo1·, bLit as
a layman I have the as:;urancc am!
the authol'lty of tho:;e com·et·11et1 to
make the lle1inite :;tatement t·Jrnt the
f:,nneyi:; which l!a ve l!een ca n-iec1 ont
there arc all w1·011g, deJi11il"ely wrn11g;.
arnl a sc-arnlalou,; wa :-;te of mo·ne,v. I
raised the point here liut 110 attempt
has been made to answer it.

I am going t-o refer to anotller 
rnattc1·. I ntii:;e<l the <Juestion two 
ye;u·:-; ago and asked that au expe1·t lie 
sent tllere. 1'fr. lllon-islL, a medrnnlcal 
engineer at Pln. Diamoucl, went there 
and made a report. I was told that 
the report was there. I ai:;ked to be 
allowed to see it I.mt I have not seen 
it up to this mo-mcnt-. As a l\Icmber of 
this Cou11cll it is my right; I want no 
favour. I :un ell titled to see any 
report issnecl . on any point I ha Ye 
raised. That report has heen clenierl 
me. Now we raise tJ1is question about 
those womlerful engineering surveys 
it takes me nowhere. Here we have 
an opportunity to get specific answers 

hi onlei· tJia t they may be p11 t 011 

reeonl, uut Lhe wltule thing i::; b1·ui:;hetl 
u:;ide. l thiuk the ◄1uestio11 about the 
drainage cf Craig village should be 
an:,;wc1·ed iu thi:,; Council. All the 
tetllnical ol'ticcrs are he1·e to-tlay. 
"\V!tat is the reason. for not auswel'ing 
them? I have a letter here from the 
Colona! Sec1·etary dated OctolJer -.!.7, iu 
which he stated:-

" 'l').ie various points raised at Lile 
meeting will require considerable in­
vestigation and survey work and the 
pre1laration of estimates before the 
Drainage Board can consider the111. 
Some time must necessarily elapse, 
therefore, before any decision is taken:· 
Hei·e we have a clefillite ,-;t"ate111c11t. 

Fol' tltl'ee yeal's Gove1·nmenl has beell 
me:-;1:;ing ,n-ou1l([ l"ltc dntiJJage of Craig 
village, a small area. "\Vhen I raised 
the qucstio11 rin Fimuic:e Committee 
and asked why 110t get ::nu·,·cyol's the 
Colouial Secreta1·y ,;aid it wa,; mni;;t 
dillkult to get surveyor,-;. Xow we ha vc 
it that Government surveyors, whcthcl' 
from the Public iVcn·ks D<'pa1·!me11t or 
tbc l>ep,1rt11wi1t of La 11cl,; an<1 i\I�11cs, 
l1,11·e hc<>n loa 11Pd to 11 r i v,1 t P i II h>i:eRts. 
Government work must be subordinated 
to other work, a11cl the whole Colony 
flo-oded year after year for a ce11tury. 
I nm thoroughly disgusted. When 
will tb.iR 1m1tter end? :i\f�, �tatei:nents 
are wholly true, definite aml authentic. 
.A,; a matter of fact I accompanied the 
Com,ulting E11gi111::er-

'l' 111-; COLOXIAL t:mC11E'l',\TIY: I 
tl1il1k the hon. ]f embel' sa itl that a 
:c:;u l'Veym: has been seconllell to work 
for priva tc interc:,;ts. I woulcl like to 
get that clear. 

'l'm: CHA llDL\X: ls 1hc hon. i\Icm­
ber referring also to tl1e dredge on the 
river? I 1hink ·the ('oloni,il Secretary 
wants to c:oned ,111�- ·irn pre;;sion that 
it is privllL<' work. It .is being paid 
for by the :\Iinist ry of Aircraft Pro­
dnetioJJ in Eng-la nil. 

1\Ir .. L\COB: 'PJu, ]1011. :Hember for 
E�sequ�bo Riwr (:'.\fr. Lee) Sllicl that 
1\fr. vV01Jg ii, ci1gagcrl b�- the Bauxite 
Company, and WC' finrl that his name 
appears in the Civil Service List. 

J 



,-n --

I 

I 
I 
1· 

:mi Est'ininics, rnJ:1 lil,CiStATi\•E CoUNCit -Oomm,iitee 311;

Mr. i\IcDA. YID: 'l'hc matter is per: 
fectly simple. 'l'ha t o-flicc1· lias beeu.1 
:,ccondcd fo1· wotk on a matter of Im­
perial interest. It is true that it is .i.11 
connec:tion with the Demerm·a Bauxite 
Co., but I ha Ye in my haml a rule 
1iassed "liy llie Executive Courn:il which 
l'eads in this fashion:-

Pension rights - Council clecidP-d in 
terms of Section 30 of the Pensions 
Ordinance, Chapter 204. and Section 212 
of the Pensions Ordinance, 1933, that 
any period during which a public officer 
has been seconded from the Public Ser­
vice for special duty on emergency war 
service of a civil character should count 
in the computation of "his pension. 

His E'x.cellency the Govern,or concurred 
in the advice te11derecl by the Council. 
'rhose wonb desel'ii.Je the natul'e of 

the duties the office!' i:s 11011· engage<l 
011. It is WOl'k of a dvil d1a1·actel',
Yery necessary iu the war clfort, au<l
that i:s why the Coundl has safeguard­
ed his }lensi<Yn l'ights. He is still a
r,uLlit: office1· and will 1·eswne his
duties as such. He is in the Depa1·t­
llleut of Lauds and i\lines.

i\fr. JACOB: 1 am not askiug about 
his pension at all. l am askiug about 
the man to do lhis necessary work ::;o 
that we can get along with oul' drain­
age ancl irrigation :,;chemes. My point 
is that I am told . that there is a 
shortage of sul'Yeyor:,;. "\Ve c:a1mot get 
the neces:,;ary staff to tlo urgent wod:s 
lo cany on lhe U1:ow .;\lore Food Cam­
paign, and I gathe1· that a �urveyo1· 
could not be obtained. If the Bauxite 
'iJo,. wanted surveyors why didn't they 
advertise fol' them·! "\-Vhy lom1 men to 
them whom we ca1rnot afford to spare·! 

l\fy next 1ioi11L is tlial here we have 
::;u1·veys macle years ago ancl it is ad­
mitted definitely in a letter that the 
entire work will have to be done over 
again. The Commltil1g- Engineer and I 
went to Craig 011e Sunday morning 
about two years ago and we looked at 
the worlrn the1'c. "\Vhethcr he will ad­
mit it or not I was perfectly satisfied 
t]iat the whole de,:ign was bad. I am
llot. an cxpei-t-not a dvil engineer,

drainage engineer, inigati:on engineer 
or sea clefence engineel'. I am nothing, 
but the fact is that the village is pe1·-
1.1etually uncle1· water, and I have 1'aiseu 
it under this head expecting that Gov­
enunent would make a ::;pec:ific state­
ment as to what will be done. 
As it is beyond the allility 
of Government to put the place 
in onler I um of the opinion that Uov­
en1me11t has pl'OVell illself hupele::;:,;ly 
i11c:apallle of doing it fol' thl'ee yearn. 

lt has been l'epo1·tecl in the Press 
that the inte1·est:s of the lloanl are not 
:well served, pal'ticularly by the Chair­
man. Until the Coustitution is 
changed Govennneut officers mu:st 
assume 1·esponsilJi.lity fo.l' drainage ancl 
in-igatio11. 'l'he Dil-ector of Public: 
"\Yorks i;; U1e pel'sou to look after such 
matters. Why put it on othel' people"! 
Stu·ely they have quite ,l lot of their 
01\·n woi-k to clo. 'l'he other clay I 
looked into the UiYil Service List aml 
ob,;erved the munes of sevel'al pe1·som; 
on several Boards arnl Committees. Can 
they spare the time for such work;? 
'fhey do the work and Government offi­
cers say thi,; 01· that was clone by the 
Committee. 'rite Di1·ector of I'ublic 
"\Vork:,; has bee11 here for a lo11g time 
:rnrl ha,-: heen in !'lose routact with the 
Commlting Engii1ee1·. I want to know 
whether tho:,;e officers have founcl it 
impossible to remedy the situation at 
Craig \'illage"? 

:\f1·. LEE: l r·an refill 0111�- from the 
CiYi.l Service Lisl, rnn, under Lancls 
and Mines-

'rHE CHAIU:i.\lAX: Public ·works 
Department. 

Jnr. LEE: Under Lamls and Mines::_: 

'I' rrn GHA nnlA.N: You are out of 
01·cler. 

Mr. LEE: 1'his Civil Service List 
shows that on the 27th July, 1936, the 
officer was seconded as Assistant 
Draughtsman to the Sea Defence. 
Roarrl in com1ection with H\<lt·o_grnphic 
Surveys. In .Jamun?, l!J38, he was 
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appoint1Xl A:;:;isla11t Hytl.i:ogn1phc1·., 
Pt11Jlic ·\Yol'ks Dcparlmcnt, pncl on 
l•ebruary 1, l\J!O, he was appointed 
Surveyors' 11.si,;istant, Lauds and Mines 
Department. 

'fu.i:; ClIAHt111.AN: l.iis :suli:slantivc 
appointment is in the lJ-epartmcHt of 
Lands and l\Iine:-;. 

ltcru lli--1\li:-;c:;cllaueous, ��±0 .. 

Mr. l'Blt<..n ... U. '\V1Ul:I'l': I crayc 
Your Excellency's imtulgem:c 10 refer 
to a parlic:;ular matle1· umlc.t item lli 
-Miscellaneous. l do not think l
alll qn1te lll 01·ucr lmt· l came late, for 
which l apologize. l::\ome time ag-u a 
well was lieiug· lic•1·ed at Ho:schall fo1· 
oil, lJn t watcl' was fouud at a con:;id .. 
eta IJle depth. l umlei:staml that the 
well was offered to thi:; Uovcnnneut 
for the palti-y sum of $-!OU, but it wa:; 
1·efusccl. H was ,;nth aJJ appalli11g 
:; ta terneu L to me that I called on the 
Colo11ial l::\cci-etai:y al.tout it autl I 
thilik he Yel"ificd the ;;tatemeut l had 
heard. 'J'lte well c;ost :;ometlti11g in the 
Yidnity of a qual'tCl' uf a million dol­
lan; arnl hatl an excellent flow of 
\\·atcl', but when a t:ettain depth was 
readied rock fon11atio11 or some othCl" 
ol>stn1etion prernn ted fmthc1· tlrilliug 
fol' oil. I ha YC lta<l the· matter l>rought 
1.o my notice again. l:'eo1ple in this
Colony will 11ot believe that this Gov ..
cn1men t·, c-oultl lJc so silly as to strai11
at a grn1.t .�ml swallow n camel, and so
[lUOw an opp0J·tm1U-y of that dcscrip ..
tion to pass through its hands for the
paltr�' sum of $400. I would like a
statement on the matter made public.
Tlic D-irector oJ Public ,¥orks is not
COJlY<'rs.:rnt with the matter. It was
bro11p:ht to Govcrnrneut's 11otice by
your ]1mnl)le servant, but I have not
l1ad n satisfactory reply to it. I know
that Your Excellency has been com ..
m1mi�ated with 011 the subject.

'J.'rrn CHATT:i\IAN: 'J.'his mat.trr was 
lwC'ugl1t up to me by the :Member for 
Western Essequebo (:Mr. C. V. Wight) 
mm1�· mm1ths ag·o, ;rnd I remember ask .. 
ing for certain papers to satisfy my-

:;elf lww the matte1· was disposed of, 
but I cannot remember tlie particular 
details, and I do not think any officer· 
here can. Precisely that point ,vas 
i-aised by the hon . .71lcmbcr, and I did
have it 100'1,ccl up at the time. IL must
have been as lollg ag·o a:; la:;t i\Ial'dt,
��ml I am afraid 1 eannot 1·emcmbcr
the tletails. I tloubt wl1cther we can
get i.hem in three minutes, lmt I pro­
po;;e to look into it and give the hon.
)lembcl' the iufonnation a,; :soon as we
tan.

Item 1 (27)-!) Offkc and Stores As­
sistant-:,--± at: ,ii-150 x :j:;.HJ-,t;GUO; 5 at 
$288 x $:!-lc-$4-80-$-1,;JSci '" ,1,; amernlecl 
to read :-fl Offite and l::\tores Assist .. 
ant:;-;; at $±50 x $30-$1iUU; 4 at $288 
X $2-!-$±80-$±,±1::i. 

'l'm: CHAUDIAX: I am nrnlcr ,rn 
obligation to the hon. 1\Iembcr for Ber .. 
bicc Hive1· (Mr. Eleazar) to give him 
an opportu11H,v to 11wvc his mo-tion. 
,vc will therefol'c hold over the other 
Public ,vo1·ks head,;. 

'!.'he Council resumed. 

Tim l'Hl�l::\IDEXT: What I pro,p-osc 
to do i:; that after the hon. :i\Iember 
has adtlte:;setl the Counc:il T will call 
OH the Dil-c<:tO'r of Agriculture to reply 
to :my points raised, which might be 
u:-;cful to othel' :Members. 

1J1WEJ,OPllrnN1: OF .\ Fum1, IsDUSTRY. 

)fr. E LEALjAlt: Sil', J have very 
great pleasure indcetl in moving the 
following motion whiclt :;tancls in my 
rnnne on the agenda today:-

THAT Government be requested to ob­
tain from the Colonial Development and 
·welfare Fund a loan of $2150,0·00 (two hun ..
clrecl and fifty thousand dollars) free of 

interest for ,a 'Period ,of 10 years for the
development of <l fibre industry in the
C'o.Jony.

In doin� so I think I am i11 rnry goocl 
company, because in the midst of the 
conflict which we know is being waged 
for liberty aml justice the chief com­
batants aJ"e st ill able to i-:top for a 
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uwrnel l t  Lu cow;itle1· 11·ha t ,; J 1 ou l Ll tak1; 
place afte1· the war. 'l'hc 1·efo 1·e l 1 1ee,l 
11ot p 1·cfacc my 1·ema rk:; Liy s l a t ing 
w l..nt l \\'C a rc a l l  agreed upoH-lha l the: 
11·,u· i:; the a ll -a usol'l.> iug top i c  o'.f the 
day, and the questtou i s  wha l should lJe 
do1 ic to a:;:;ist iu wiuniug i t '! l n  co11 -
sided 1 1g what we _:;hould tlu L iy w : 1y  of 
po:;L-wai- a1 :ra1 1geme11ts, 11·hirh l s1·e i:s 
being considered by al l  the belligerent::,. 
l ob,;c1·vet1 i n  t he t elegram which  You r
Bxcellel l l'.)' \\' i i >'  p leased tu ein:ulatc a
l i t tle wh il� H go, lha l lhc Bcrrc ta 1·y oif
� t a lc has  se 1 1 t:  ou t i i: prnµ;n1rnmc o [  
wha t he  1·0 1 1s i

°
drrs :shou ld  he  · ,lo)I(; by 

t he Colon ie::;, i J 1dtul i 1 1g: lhit is J 1  Uu i am1 ,  
i l l. t heir own i 1 1 l el'cs l .  He rdened 1 o  
them a s  post-war prolllcms, a 11cl lJegmt 
l.J,r sayillg tha t  t he e1·0 1wmk develop­
ment of the C 'olonieia; indnclecl the
es tabl ishmen t or  e J 1h1 1 ·ge 1uc1 1t of sec­
OlHl�u·y industries.

'l'hat  i:,; 1 1ol. a J1e 11· t op i c . It was 
dealt with l.Jy the \YilsOH·l::,uel l  Cum­
mis:;iou wl.t .ielt came here i 1 1 l!J:!li. I t  
i s  rema 1:kaule t ha t  Oll l.Y yes terday the 
mune o:f Mr. J to.Y \Yil:son wa,; bei ng 
disc.:n:;,:;ed l>y me, and  thi,-;  rnoming I 
observed tha t he Jrn:s goJJe t o, jo i u the 
Great Majori ty .  Ht> Wi l "  i n,-;t n1 1 1 1eu t a l  
in taking awa,v from u s  the old C 'o 1 1 -
stitutio11, ancl in  1·c<·omrnendli ng the Hl:.!.S 
Onler-iu-Comicil wh ic h  i :,; in a eomato�e 
f<tatc now. Thal Commission recom­
rnendccl fol' Brit if;h Guia iia the develop­
•me 1 1 t  of se,·oncla l'y i ndu,; (  1 · i e,-; ,  a11d ' it  
<'Yel l  went ,-;o fa 1· : 1s  l o  1 1 a m,• one  0 1 ·  two 
of 1hern, a 1no 1 1g- them uein;r pe,u1 t i t ,-; .  
'l' h <· Oeparhnen t  of Agric.:uHn.rt> em­
Ull l 'ked upo11 t h L" c ·11 l t iva t io 1 1  of pea nuls ,  
: 1 1 1 11 the 1 hen ( :ovr1·11 o e  who ]m il the 
t!'mPL'ity to ( ' I I ] (  i l' a tP it a ,-;  ni 1  example 
to  ! he peoplP. · p ! 'orlucerl nea1rnts at 
dou ble  the J 1 1 ' i <'e h P  olJtn i n ecl fm h i s  
c· 1 ·op. 'rherefo!'e 0 1 .1 l ,si ngle a ttempt 
tc• ec;tabli. sh a seeo nda l':V irnlustn, laid 
to rest tl1e (]11e,;t i o1J or 1"1 1 <' 1levelop• 
l llellt of sec,on rln. ry irnln ,; I  r i c1, in
tl1 is CoJ.o11)·. 'l'l1P g·pn flrm :1 n 0-11 m:v
left ( Mr. "\Vo'O!l ) snys "No.'· I ll o not
know of m1r o01er ii1<lnsfry wh ich Gov­
ermnent tded, but if there were any
others the:v went the wn :v of the 11ea­
l ! u h; at least.

'l'he war ha:s lH'onghL th1; L1t1e:s lion of 
the cleYeloprne-nt of sc<:0 1 1 tlary iuuu:;­
tries to the fo1·efront again, ancl l ook­
iug a1·ouud for somethiug which might 
Lie lJtoduced hei-e, aml .whic.11 we can 
co11:;ume iu coJ1:; idna l.Jle 11ua 1 1 t it ies, · I 
came across the idea ·of a fiure indu:s­
try. 'l'his country is teeming with 
fibrou:; :sul.,:;ta11ce:-, a11d ,;peakiDg of 
1 ho:se which have been tried aml re· 
1mr_1"cd llJ.IOll fa \'o tu·a Li ly l>y the  lmpe1·ial  
J 1 1:s t i l u l e in Lornlon l fiu t l  t lu1 t 01 1c of 
t he fin,t i:s c·o t tOJ l , wl.tic lt i:s reporletl as 
being grnwn by 1ltc l\iacou:;i Indians i.u 
the l\lazanrni river. 'l'herc ii:; al:so 
mc u t ion •of silk gnisses used by the 
l .11. d ia 1 1 s  fo1· 111akil1g· hammocks, fishing
li ne�, n rn l  rope. We also have the wi'ld
odu·oe a Dcl phmtai ll fibre. "'i th Your
Ex,·cl Ieney':s perm i f'sion 1 w i l l  reatl a
1·eport by :-5 i 1 · ·w i l l i am Hoh 1 1e,-; who wa:;
,,_ l ) i redor of Kew Ga rdens and reprc­
se1 1tetl Hrit i:sl.t Guimrn. at the World
Exh il. J i t i o J 1  i 1 1 I::;G2'. This i:s what he
wrotn to t l1e  Depm·tment of Agricul­
ture :-

" 'J�be Colon:'\· is �o rcno,vnccl for t lH! 
excellent qualily of its cotton-that al­
though for many years, we have ceased 
to export a single bale, Demerara 
cotto,n remains stereotyped in the Liver­
pool 1nice,s, current and occupies a place 
next to Sea l slancl .  The sample exhi·bit­
ed quite kept up our former repute- and 
afforded a variety of qualities from tile 
silky green seed to the coarse qualities 
obta ined from the M.acousi Indi.an,s. 

"It is ger.erally -known here that we 
have an unlirni tecl a.m ount of most s.uit­
a,ble lancl for the growtli of this plant ; 
in fact, if we ·had hands British Guiana 
a lone could supJJly the demand o [  the 
E,ng!is,h m arket. lt is most unforLunate 
that we have not hitherto been a ble to 
utilize the fibre of Lhe 1Slantain whose 
fruit may ,be sa, id to be the s laple food 
of the Colony. Thous,an<ls of tons of 
this material are annually allowed to 
rol on the -ground. ancl yet a Ye1·.r com­
P1ete aud i uexpensive machine was _ex• 
h ibilecl with which the writer with his 
own hands readily a.btained from a 
hanann t-rer kindly' contributed for the 
experiment l.:y S.fr Henry Hooker from 
the Royn 1 C:n rd ens . n t KE'1v, fibre 
valued at £ 40 a ton." 

Your .l.c]xtel lcnry, l wish to emphasize 
1.lie wo1·d:; : ' ·  If we hatl hands," be-

• .
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catu;c this l,ogcy of not ha riug .Lt.u1us 
ltus resulted iu kee1:1ing 1.nu;k auy 
attempt whatsoever at developing sub­
sidiary industries in this Colony. 
lF is a fact that Bl'itish Guiana ltas 
11ever had a supern bunda11ee of labour, 
therefore wheneYer any attempt was 
made to clcYclop a secondary industry 
the question arose: what would become 
of its major industry? It was saiu 
that it would 1·niu that industry, autl 
1l1ere was a smack of truth in that in 
those clays. '!'hose interested in that 
i11du,-ti·y arc still apprehensive to-tlay, 
l,ut I Ycntmc to say that their fears 
a t·e uot well founded. 

'\Yhile il was a ti-uism iu those 
i1ays when i:lir "William Holmes 
1Hole those wonh: the position is 
uoL quite UL<· same to-day. We have 
l,eci1 l.miltli11g up a class of m1employed 
ffrst and unemployables afterwanls. 
"'e have had fol' years women, gids 
1111d young rltilcl i-en whu had never and 
will 11en•1· bt• J'ou11cl i11 the employnwnt 
whkh tl1c major industry offers, and 
which the rice fiel!l offers. ,ve c,rn 
neYer hope_ that certain of the female 
element-in thi,; countr�· will take to the 
calle field O'l' the rire field. vVhat are 
they to rlo in the mem1time? Absolute­
ly nothing, but l'emai n a vositive drag 

. 011 the eco11omic system of the country. 
1Vl1ile the onlina r�, working man finch; 
s(\mething to tlo in the cnne field or rice 
fiel<l ]ip ]rn,- 110 drsirr t.haf his wife 01· 
l.Jis <la nghtcrs sl1ould follow him there. 
'l'hey 1·enrni11 :it home wi1h very little to 
c1o, aml lie beron,c•s cl issatisfiec1 with his 
earnings because he l1as several per,;om 
<lepemle11t upo�1 l1im. It is not the fault 
of llis wages: lie l1as too hea v�r a load 
to cal'l')". The othe1· members of ]1is 
family i:;houlcl lrnve some occupation of 
tl1eir ow11 so as to assist the famil�, 
lmclget 

A fihre indust1·.1· would eirnble 111c 
peoiple T l1avr <lesrriiH'•<l to ear,, some• 
tl1iJJg witl1out injnrinp; thr major ·iTI<lm,­
try. I have 11ot very 1011g to go, I am 
snl'e, but I call not visualize bcyoml a 11y 
sl1ort. period on tl1 is si<le t]1at we ra11 
do without the sugar industry, and we 

11· ill ha \'C lo eu lc1· iul o ec;u110111it:,; rnurc 
tlrnu we have done in the past to ruai1i­
lai11 our :,;ugar imlm;try. i::io that while 
I advocate the establishment of second· 
a i-y ind 11,;tl'ies I also advocate the pro· 
tectio11 of the major induslry of the 
Colony. ·we are How subsicliziug flvur 
i11 order that it may be sold cheaper. 
\\"lint j:,; there lo prevent 11:s from :snl,­
sizing f-llgar so that the people might 
Gu.,· H at a l'Casona l,lc figure"! I have 
only me11tionetl that in pa,;,;i11g ill or(le1· 
to nllevi;ite any fear in the mintls of 
ihose who aro interested in ou1· major 
industry. 

I 11·a,; (•arcful to in,·c,;tigate it and I 
fi11cl thn t ill 10 years thi,; C'olon.r im­
pa,·f rd 1.li:!O,OUO uags, a ntl from what 
<·otrnll'ics? "re got them from the Unit­
r<l Kil,gclorn. I do not know what fib1·e
i,; 1-rrow11 there lmt I have a shrewd
suspit-i1111 tliat fibre is obtainctl from the
Rast Indies and the bags arc 111am1fac­
tu1·rtl in En;rland. "re also impnrt lmgs
from ('ana<ln, from thr Rriti,;h West
Inclie!-, from the United States and
from India.

:M1·. D'.\:'.\DRAI>E (Compt.rollee of 
Customs) : The bags really come from 
India. 

.'1 ,,. ELJ::.-\.L'.;AT:: 111 a countl'y o,·crrun 
with fih1·ous substances we allow coun­
tries not only where fil,rc is grown-,be­
<·:tnse T understaml that ne11gal is the 
011ly plat·c where jute seems t-0 flom·ish 
-lJut CYen the ,vest Indies ta manufac·
tare bags from Indian jute.

Prof. DASH (Director of Agricul-, 
ture) :· No, 

::IIr. ELEAZA..H: We have a country 
tep111inµ; with fil,11()11s substances �nd 
we arc clamouring aml searching for 
s11lJsirli.1t·y industries. Herc is one. 
'fhr pidurn is still lllOl'C appalling when 
J finrl that during those 10 years I re­
fcne<l to thif- countl'y inmporting bags. 
to the value af $3,786,'670. That is ex· 
elusive of cotton twi11e and cordage, all 
of whicl1 r:rn be made here. I liave in 
my hand samples of rope a11Cl twine 
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made from fil.J1·cs which arc growing 
wild in this country. 'l'hcy haYc bccu 
made with very crncle nmdtiucry if any 
machil1ery at all. -While we- haYe the 
material here and people icUiug we are 
purchasillg bags to the tune of neady 
four million dollars in 10 yca1·s. The 
Director of .Ag1·icultu1·e may :;ay i II hi,; 
usual way that it cannot· pay. If it 
cannot be clone economically in British 
Guiana; if the cost of production is al­
wn�·s higl1cr than the cost of the article 
wl1e·u pr-odnc·1•d, we cannot follow a 
wors<> example thm1 that of the Unitca 
Kiugdom. 

\\·hen Great Britain lJegan to cxpei-i­
lllent in the growing of beet aml they 
were told that tltey coulll 11ot produce 
beet sugar to compete with the sugar 
market the BJ'itish Uo,·ernment snlJ· 
siilizecl lJect sugar lo the tune of £37 
millio�1, and whcH they were remon­
strated with and told that £G million 
wouhl enable the ,vest Tnclies io floOll 
the British Isles with s1tgar the reply 
wn,; ··11 1:,; lrue that if we gave you 
£ti rn il lion �-cm would be able to give 
us all the sng-n e we 11e.ed, lmt. we lun-e 
Ro many people 1111c111ploye-d, _nml we 
are i,;ul,siclizi11g ihe l.,cx•t -imlm;try -so 
that those people may find employ­
ment." 

If it came lu that, why should . we 
not ::;1tusitli.r.c a fibre imlu::;tt·y ,;o that 
the women a ml gil'ls espetiall,Y rnight 
foicl l'lllploymcnl '? lL would astoui::;h 
you, sit', if yo1t knc11· the extent of 
female mnsdes nrnning waste in this 
cou11 try. If �-ou advertise for ::!O 
wal'<b11aid,- fol' lhl' llospital antl you 
do not get :100 appliC'ants I would 
th:rnge rny 11ame. 'l'he smne • thing 
applies lo pllpil teachers. 'rhose are 
i1ot the people who go into the cane 
fields or ihe rice fields, and tlu're is 
11othing else for tllem to do. 'L'hey arc 
t.hel'efoi-0 simpl�· pal'asites and a d1·ag
011 the wheels of tlie ro11nllf,:; 111·ogrcss.
"It i� :1 s-lupcndorn, v:nadnx that in
this r01111try we nre nlways romphli11-
i11g tlrnt "'"" 11am not sufficient labour,
?Ct we liaYe _i;;uch a large number of
nnemployecl people, 110t to me11ti011 tl1e
unemployables-people who would' not

wo1·k if tlicy could antl could 110L i1 
they would. BYery country in the 
world has 'such people. l am not 
speaking of such people lmt of those 
who are allxiou,; lo tlo i;omethb1g. 

'l'he p1·ogramme which has boon sent 
to 11s by the Sec·1·eln1·y of State slates 
that our fil'st business here as a post­
wal' pl'O•blem i8 the economic rle,·elop­
ment of secomlary indw,trie,;. ITr1·e is 
one which I staud here and present to 
this Gover11me11t. "'e get Canadian 
flour ]1e1·e in Canac1iaH bags: we µ:rt 
flour from the rnited Rtate1, fo .Amc1·i­
('a11 baµ:s. 'l'hey ma11nfad111·e c·otton 
aHd seJJd bales of coU-on here. From 
lfosig11ol to I{itly one, ta11 han11.,· vas,; 
twn villages wl1rr0 you will not find a 
du.mp of r·otto11 g'l'Owing wilcl. 'l'he 
1\mei-il'H"llfi s0n<1 lhri1· flom· lie. re in 
c·otton bags. 1Y c expo1·t 180,000 tans 
of 1-,ugal' in l1ag1-, bnt rlo not mmmfac-
1nre a sil1glr 1mg. ·we are i-;e11cli11g 
torn, of rice 0111 of the Colcmy hut we 
rlo 11ot nrnnufoctn1·e a sii1gle hag in a 
country teeming- with fil11·ons snh­
shrnccs. .Japan sencls 1·icr 1o Jfor­
til1irpi.e il1 sack� or some r011traption 
rn:1do from the rire grass. 'L'llis is the 
time for us to try to do somethil1g. 

"·lien :,;ome years ngo I movecl a 
m,>tion for cle,"eloprncn t some )l<-111bcrs 
wl10 woulcl have liketl to oppose it lmt 
eonlcl 11ot fhlll any l'caso1rnble or 
logiC'al gi-ouncl for opposition saicl 1o 
me: ''Rnt you haYe 11ot put ai1,v 
srhcmc liefol'c> us.'' 111 Ol'cln to offset 
:111.,· argument of lhat kind in tl1is rasc 
1 liave alloC'ntrd in 111�- own wa�- this 
mnount of $:!�0.000 wl1 ich T nm aski11µ: 
C:owrnme11t to provirle. J suggei:;t 
w::;o,000 for the acquisil i011 0'f Jamls. 
'
l

'ha I figure may be too little or too 
m11-f'l1. b11t estimate,; wonlfl lrnve to be 
gone h1to, a11d that is a joh for tl1e ei1-
gineer8. I 'sugp:ei-;t $100,000 for ma­
chiJrnry a11cl huildi11g,;: $75,000 for ma­
terials ancl $2:'i,000 -for e.011tinge11cies. 

T liaYe al,;o p:O110 fo tl10 l"l'ouble of ear-· 
marki11g a pit><'!" of lnml fol' Govern­
ment. Chapin l70 empowe1·s Goven1-
ment to acquire land fo1· public 'pur· 
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poses. I lwow of my owJL lrnowledge th:tL 
some of our products here June failed 
lJecause they "·e1·e pl'oclucecl a way from 
the centl'e of civilization, and the sur-
1·oundings helped to kill the industry. 
Not 15 mile:; away from o'eorgetown 
will be fouml l'ln. Chateau l\Iargot 
which was al>andoJted -10 yea1·s ago, aml 
all the land between the railway line 
a]J(1 the 1rnblic l'Oad hm; not l>een be.ne­
f.icially occupied. I clo not think it
has yielded $200 to the owner, and Gov­
ernment is maintaining the old chim-
11ey which stands there as a landmark.
'l'hat place i:,; cm i ne11 tly suitable for a
fil>rn factory. It is easily acceRsible
from U1e rnilway and from the public
1·oacl. Govcr11111e11t ha,:; 011ly to 11ego­
tiate ,dth the owners, and if Govern­
me11t is serious about it aml the 6w11-
l'rS refuse to part with it Government 
could invoke tl1c ai1l of' Chapter 170. 

'.l'here a1·c thousa11d,; of people idling 
because tl1<>y ca11no1 get wotk. U11-
c111ploym<>11t is 11ot a 1lisease. it is 011ly 
a s.nnptom of di:;eaB<'- M,v SP<'ornl<>r ·is 
�rnxiom; to speak aml I am ain:ious to 
g-et hhi suppo1·1. I 1 herefore eommcll{! 
the motio11 to the fnrnm·al)l<> considera­
tion of Yom Exccllcnry':s Government 
in the fen-ent hop<> that O0Ye1·nme11t 
will at least st:1l't to prep.He aml plan 
for somethi11g after ihe war. This is 
a project wllicl1 i,- certaiuly equally 
useful during tlie war. H we are to 
export our sugar why can't we send 
it in our own bags? We cannot get 
bag:- from. India fo�· n lonir time. Even 
if we <'an iret tl1em 110w we should 11ot 
continue to impol't the111 nll the time. 
Wll)' ;;hould we provide other people 
with employment when we lrnve a mun­
ber of people iii tl1 is Colo11y unem-
111o)·cd ? r commc11Cl tl1e motion to the 
favonrahle ro11sirlerntion of Govern­
ment. 

'I'm, I'RESIDEXT: I woulcl like to 
]1ave tlie motion formnlly ;;ecomlecl ancl 
then I shall l1enr the Dir<>rto1· of Agri­
culture. 

}[r. De AGUIAR: I wish to seco1Hl 
the motion, and in deference to Your Ex-

eellenry'::; tle:sh-c I hacl iutcmlcd to defer 
my contl'ilJution to the debate 1

U

1til the 
Director of A.gl'icultme had :spoken. 
As a matter of fact I would have pre­
ferred to ::;peak aftel' the Director had 
spoken if', as I fear, he will not look 
rnry fa ,·ouni lJl.

r on the mot io11, but un­
fortmiately I have a very pressing ap­
poi11tment in the next 10 minutes, and 
l thel'cfore Cl'n ve Your ]Dxcelleney':, in­
dulgei1ce to say a few words 011 it.

Tm: l'IlEl:HD.E�T: Very well. 

i\Ir. De AGUIAR: I look upon the 
motion as a very timely one intleecl, 
although it is true that perhaps it has 
come at a time when it is very difficult 
tu obtain snpplie:; in the way of ma­
C'ltillel'_v :111d ,;o o,i. �e,·e1·theless it is 
rny belief that the matter is so import­
a 11t and so u!'gent that some immediate 
steps might be taken to giYe effect to 
lhe propof.al as outlined hy my friend 
on mr left. It has al ways been my 
opii1io11. and I think I sta]l(l in go·o\l 
c·01nJHtny, when I say that the chief 111 
of thiR country is the lack of incl11strial 
est.1 blishments. J will alwayR wel­
rnmc all(! support w1·y stl'onglr m1:v 
attempt that might be mn cle either on 
the Ele,ctirn side or the Government 
f'ide for the establishme11t o.f au indus­
try ll'hi<-11. in my view. has every 
d1m1te of snceeeding, and I submit th11t 
n fihre indnstr,y has every chance of 
succeeding. 

The hon. Member quoted some figures 
i 11 regard to the importation <Yf bags 
into tliis country during the last 10 
:rears, irnd he briefly referred also to 
the imports of twine and cordage clur· 
ing the same period. I think the 
figure:- he quotefl in respect of bags 
fl re s11fficie11t to indicate the value to 
thii;; Colony of an illdustry of that ki:nd, 
but apart from that-ancl this is the 
point I wish to make, and I 
m11ke it wit.11 f:0me regri>t-it iR a pity 
Ornt W<' haye 11ot yet got such an in­
dm;try in t11Lo; Colony, becaw,e if we 
h11cl 0111· position would certaiuly have 
been mnd1 bettc1· thnn iL l1as been with­
in recent months. ,Ve know what the 
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possilJiliLies of lhis cuuul1·y arc in re­
i:;pect of sugar, lmt I sttlnuit that we do 
11ot even know yet how mm:h il may 
mean iu regartl to rice. Xe,·crthcless 
lhe possibilil,ies are there, aucl it seems 
a pity thaL up to lhe present no attempt 
lias ever been 1uade either by Govern­
ment or by capitalhls (Lhis might 1ie1·­
haps be a very stroug :statement to 
make) to e:stabli:sh or put on 
a proper footing an intlustr,v of 
this kiml. l kuow thaL experi-
ments lwvc hceu madc, aml the 
hon. :i\lemlirt· 011 my left has shown ,1, 
so111r, samples whi<-h ltaYe been pro­
duced by harn1, nud 1 also see similar 
1:mmvlcs in front: of tlie Director of 
Agriculture. "'hcther the,v h�tvc come 
from the same Rou1Te I (1o 11ot know, 
but they seem to me to lie quite good 
:rnd to in(lieate the vossibilities of an 
imlnstry 01' this kind. 

:Xow, :sir, whatever attempts may 
have been made iu the past, 
if any-personally I do uot know 
of any, it is true I am not very 
old and am :still a very young man­
perhaps they were not ap1n·oached with 
that same spirit I t hi11k is now in the 
mind of evel'y person in this cotmt1·r. 
There is ,tt the present time a Y<�ry 
stl'ong clc:si.rc on the pal't of the <·om­
lllllllit,r to ai-;sist antl to est,tlJlish a11y 
new in<ltu,tt-y. 'l'hc hon. :i\lember sug­
gC'stP<l that pel'lrnpi-; it ma:· l'elieve UH· 

rmployment, lJut I pcrsonall.,· think it 
will go 1•,·cn ftt1·ther than that. I 
ihink it \\'ill impro1·1· thPit· Jiying 
stamlanls . •  \fter nll, J think, it is 
worth wl1ile tt-_,·i11!!. J am going to 
tnge, despite tl1P rlil1i'cnltie:- that arc 
ill the \\·n �· ,at I he p!'escu t time in ob­
ta iuing· i11fo1·ma tio11 01· emu in O'htn i11-
i ng supplieR of tl1e marhinetJ· requil'ecl 
for all industl')' of this kin<1-l.Jeeau�<' 
you <·an clo 110tlting without macliinerr-
1 hn t C'1,ul�· step,: 11c 1.n ken to rollert 
the infol'matior1 :in<l, if it is at nll J)OR· 

sible to obtain the machinery, that 
sometlt i11g he do1w in orr1e1· to ma kP a 
sial't with ihi!': iiH1nsh-y. I know t11erE' 
ma�- he Rome ngrirultmal difficulties. 
I wmit rigl1t herr to accept that. 

Pl'ofessor DASH: 'fhere is none!' 

.tllr. De A.UuLU:: l am glad to hear 
there will be none. l was gu,ing tu 
digl'Css to say that whenever we want 
to get Olll' own material we arc up 
.:gai11:st a .11u111be1· of ngl'icullural difli­
cultic:s. I am nol lhiuking of finances 
at the mome11!. I um very pleased to 
heal' that :,;o far as the cultivation of 
the fibre- to be maHnfactu1·ed into bags 
is couccrnecl there is llo difficulty agl'i­
culturally. If that is so I think we 
should make an early start in this 
matter. 

'l'here is one further comment I wish 
to make, arising out of the 1·cinarks 
made by the hon. IllemlJer on my left 
(l\lr. Eleazar) when he dealt with the 
eco11oruic side of the question. I think 
he made reference to the fact that-I 
presume he anticipated this in reply­
that we may not I.Je able to procluce an 
empty bag here as •eheapl�· as in Brit­
i:;h India aucl, perhap:,;, in other parts 
of the wodd. l know he had in miml 
uot the present-clay conclition� lJut the 
c1,st of manufacture undet· pre-war 
comlit..ions. lf he was referring to 
prese!lt-day COJl(litiou:s I woulcl like to 
refer him to the price of bags today, 
which is very high indeed. The point 
1 wish to make is that as far as r am 
concerned, Your Excellency or Gov-
c nnnent woul-cl obtain the support of 
every Member if it is fotuHl pos:sible to 
m,1nufacture bags, or for that matter 
a uything at· all, in this Colouy. Of 
1·0111·se the <1uestion of price comes in, 
lmt ·that is what we have our tariffs 
for. ·we can prevent :rnything from 
corni11g here to compete with us, and I 
do not think that any meml,el' of the 
eommunity would oppose that on the 
g1·ound of b�ing able to import the 
arlide clieapcr. If they do, I am very 
SOl'l'y fot· tliem for obviously t.hey will 
be c11emies to t]1cmselvef", ns' whn tever is 
proclucecl here will mean the circula­
tion of money in the community. As 
far ns T am roncernecl I do 11ot think 
there can he ni1y question at all about 
tl1e cost, because if it becomes a neces­
sity-I nm 11ot i::uggestil1g the imposi­
tion of a high tariff, but it seems to me 
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a wise step to take-to impose such a 
tariff .t'o prohibit what I now describe 
as iHfel'iot· competition from the }}ast, 
I have 110 doubt that even those people 
who may be opposed to that view will 
!!'iYc 11·,1�· ·in l·he Ionµ; n111, having l'cgard 
to the benefits tliat :ne likel.v to be 
obtai11e<l tlu·ongh the establishment of 
rm indnsl1·�· of thif; kin<l. J\ft<'l· nil it 
'is a romnnrnity matte1·. I rondu<le 
h�· Raying a motion of this kind will 
1·eceivc rny m1<1ualified f;llppol't :rnd I 
hope e:nl�· stt-ps will he ta ken to im­
plcment it. 

P1'0fessor DASH (Dil'ector of Agl'i­
cnlture) : Sil', 1 thi11k we ha Ye all 
listened with a gteat cleal of intetest 
to what has fallen from the lips of 
the two lion. l\Iembers who have i:;poken 
in connecHon with the motioJJ, whici1 I

think is of tremendom, impottance at 
the present juncttll'e. As 1 said to 
my hon. friend a few clays a_go when 
we had a chat about the ptoblem, he 
was pushing an open door ni:; far as I

nm (•01H:ernecl aml a,; far· as (}overnment 
is concemecl. I agree in principle with 
evetything the motion pmports to ob­
tain. There :ne, however, a number of 
points connected with such a motion 
whid1 I think a1·e impodant an1l 
it is my cl'nty to make clear. In the 
first plare, I thi11k, my 11011. friend 
referred to old repol'ts on fibre which 
lrnd been sent forwa1·d fol' examinntion 
from this Col011y. 'flrnt ii:; the sort of 
tbillg tliat has been going on in this 
Colo11y for a long m11nber of )'ean:, but 
ro1ulitiom; at the present day both 
agriculturally nnd ec,011omically speak­
ing, b:wc chaJ1gecl so much that murh 
of tbnt material, however available it 
nw)· he, fonns 110 pl'adical hasis for 
<'01lf,iclen11ic,n of the f.tcts pe1·t·aini11g­
to the <levelopment of some of these 
11 ighly ,;pecialized indniitries ns they 
stand todri�r. 

In co1111ection with fibre, generally 
it is 11ot sufficient to say t.l1e pinnts 
will grow here. There are certain 
l':<tand:uds of quality that arc esi:;e11tial 

on the field si1lc. First of all there 
is the qtteslion of yield, then there is 
the foienc;-s of tbe strand nncl the 
11uality of the filn·e fol' the specific 
m;e to which it has 1h be put. Some 
of thrsc loc·n 1 fibres ran be of very good 
(]nality lmt, on the otl1er hnml gcn­
rr:i lly speaking, the)' ltnve not so far 
mca;-111•e1l np to 1lte othe1· stanclarcls 
which T haYc mei1tio11ed. I would just 
give a. b1·ief ge11e1·al pirtnl'e of the fnc­
t01·,; ns I sre them, nrnl refer sperifiral­
ly to tllc ,-t<.'ps which are heing t::tke11 
to get development speeded ·np as far 
as we can in the p1·csrnt circnmstanres. 

A.1' the 011 t;;et, let me sn)· thn t a sub­
i::tn11tia l an�ount of expel'imentn l wol'k 
11:u: been .carried out in this Colo11y on 
the subject of fibt·e pl'ocluction. A 
la1·ge numbn· of plants, both local arnl 
impo1-terl, haYe been tried out. A sum· 
rnarr of the position "·ai:; rccently com­
mm1iratccl to the Berbice Clinmber of 
Cornme1·ee wlte1·e the matter was 
hroug-J1t 11p. :inrl 11Iis 1·ep01·t was duly 
ark11owlec1g-cd by the Chnmber ancl ap• 
prel'i.atirn1 m1<1 th:111ks P::qwessNl con­
cerning thP- ndion taken h�- Goye1·11-
11wnt. That report w::t,; nlf;o pnblishc<l 
in tl1e P1·rss, i:;o there is no need to 
go over _tl1e whole gr01111rl with refrr­
<:nrr to the f;peries of fihrrs, some of 

·w11iC'l1 ha,·r lwen menti011c<l h)· tlir h011.
)[ember who movcrl the mm io11.

Whilst results in the past have 11ot 
l1een f,wourable, due for the most 1)art 
to lorw :rnd m1economic yields, more re­
ce11t experiments with Hoselle, a. specie 
of tl1e Hibiscus, which I was able to 
c•btni11 from the East about two �-cnri-; 
:ig-o, haYe shown rlistinrt possibilit'ies. 
nnd prornii:;ing field �•ieltls have bcei1 
obta i11ecl on the coastal belt under a 
wi<le val'iety of conclitiom;. A consid· 
Hahlc amount of work has been done 
on I:osrlle in ,Tavn and. nls-o in lll(lia. 
H is possihlr one of the hest subst.iiutei: 
111:1t WP liaxe for jute at the prese11t 
time. Ilere are some of the snmplci:; 
of twi11e nnd ror<l macle from it. Tl1c 
fibre itself, yon will see, i,: exfremcly 
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1011g. Xone of tl1ose plants the hon. 
�lember nHrntioned j,; going to 1n·oduce 
fibl'C t.his Jrnglh. ·whilst we are �ym­
pathetic;, some of these poi11l:-; ,u·e im­
portant and have to be bor11e in miml. 

Sizeable sam11les of Roselle fibre 
got out after the ratti11g 1n·ocess were 
clespatchecl early this year to tl1e Im-
11e-l'ial lnslih1t(•. lTnfortmintel.1·, rr­
rent nch-ires irnlirnte t]rnt all ihose 
samples we11t to the bottom of the srn. 
.·\11 thnt matel'inl was lost :rnd fresh 
lots lrnve been sent forward. The Im­
pc1·in l Institnte luwc bee11 nskerl to l'(\ 

tJ01rt in general 011 the Yalne :rnrl yield 
or t.hMr ,-nmpleR fo1· bng, ror,l, rope> 
and twinr mnkin:r etc., ::mrl to :riYe all 
possible infonuati.011 011 thr subject, 
tog·etl1H with e,-timai"es for the r•Juip­
ment :incl mnehinen~ 11eressar�-- 1\Iran­
time, tr.inls will1 linncl eciuipment at the 
Gro1·.getmn1 T'ris011 lrnve imlicnted tlla1, 
nr, J ha Ye rcporlccl, 1llis matc1·ial ·is vrry 
cxrellent for twine n111l cord mnki..J1;:r 
and of vei·.v higl1 ri1rnlit�- 111cleNl. A 
search is beb1g macle at the prese11t 
timr fo1' ccmbR and twisters fo order 
to get ahcacl a little faster with the 
manufacture of twine jn particular. 
'l'he,;e samples I have Rl10w11 were 
marle at the Prison for ns with ma­
terinl grown nt the Govermnent Sta­
tion ancl "·hi<:h i,; bei11g used for SC'wing 
padi bags. 

_.\uotl1er impo1·tant poii1t is that 
'iV ashington is also Yery interested in 
the p1·odurtion of fibre of this t:qJc, be­
cause with difficulties of trnnsporta-
1 ·ion theil· jnie nnd lrn1·lal1, S'O l;wgely 
11srd in in<l11str)' anrl wh i<-11 came al­
most entirely from llHlia, are not avail­
able to the snme cxteut as fo1·merl;v 
mHl they have to ui;;e substitutes or 
somethii1g- of tl1e kind as we woul<l like 
tr.- rlo oun;ehrs here. 111 the mem1time, 
1wepa rations a 1·e in band fo1· the exte11-
sion of seed blork,; throughout the 
eonNtnl belt in an effort to do precise­
ly the same a,- hou. i\Iembc1·s who hnYe 
spc·ken l1nw in Yie\\·-to speed up 
devrloprnr11 (. n s much as pos,;ible, 

. ThP h011. 1\fembe>r',; motion then is 
timely nu<l nppreciated by Government, 
l,ut the sum nereRsary for the purpose 
in view iis quite unJ,nown at this stage. 
I w.ill l'Cl'ei- to that a little kiter in 
,:omr of rn_,- 1lrt a ilcll 1·r>nrn l'k,; on f11rther 
infornrn 1 ion T ha YP l'ec·ei n•rl. Co11sid· 
ffations on thr economic sicle and par­
tirularly tlte ability of the Colony to 
c·ompete with 1·ounh'ies with cheap la­
hn111· will also u 1·ise. Tl1n t· is to ,my, 
t hry will :11·ii<e whr11 we> come to 
taC'klc> the problem of large srale rna1m­
fac-t11l'e with mnehiner:v. .Apa1·t from 
th:it. in view 01' thr impo1·tance of a 
twine aml hng- industry lo t]1is 001011:v 
t'l1P An tlwrities. e,:pecially the Colo11ial 
Drvelopnwnt n,1fl ,Yelfare Authoritie,;, 
allfl nll those in a po,-ition to assist 
fi1rnneially will, as I definitely feel, 
takr a YHY ,;ympatl1ctic view and en­
ro111·ng-ement will hr given to an inclus­
tr.,· of 1l1is kirnl. There is much more 
to 111' :--n i1l. T l1nve hee11 assured tl1at 
the Rng-al' Inrlusfr)' will also be anxious 
to tnkr pn 1·( i 11 :-111.,· fibre clevelopme11t 
p1·ojerl if ec011ornir i-ucces,- is assured. 
Al1·eacl�- the R11g-a1· Tndustr�- i,; helping 
ns rna t·rl'in lly in g-el ti11g seed . blocks 
establisl,erl. I wonlcl say, and I think 
"it is Oovel'nment's view, that i.t is too 
1n·Pmat111·r, howeYer, to accept the hon. 
)femhe1''i; motion in the way it has been 
put fc,rwar1l, but OoYernment feels that 
11eyert.helesR it ,;houlcl he recorded and 
the fnllrs-t. nssnranre given tl1nt 
f'YC'1·.dl1 ing posRible will be clone to 
estn blish snrh an ill(lnstr_v. That sets 
out vP1-,,· ge11e 1·all_v i-orne of the more 
import:i·11t consiclernti01rn thnt have 
n 1•i,:e11. 

Yestel'Clay afternoon I received a l011g 
letter from the Imperial Institute in 
reply to some of the rorrespondence 
se11t them and in 1):ntieuh11· nfter the 
fi l'St lot of samples had gone dow11. I 
still l1ope to receh-e word of the dupli­
cate lot sent them. There arr 011e or 
111'0 points i11 the lette1· nml report 
which T tllink sl1ou](l hr me11ticrnecl 
l1r1·r. I haw mnrle a i-l10rt precis of 
severnl of tlte ontstn11cli11g ones. The 
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first is they Jui, Ye sa icl tlrn t Roselle is 
usecl for all purposes for which the 
equivalent quality of jute will sel'vc. A 
cottage, hantl 01: vc1·y small factory hi-. 
dustry may tlo well llOW bt1t will hanl· 
ly p1·0,-;pc.r iii 110rnrn I I i111e,-,. A l.1 l'gC· 

scale 11Hlusi1·y espcdally as rcganls 
I.Jags may ham to be established on a·
regional basis aml i'i,;cal protection 11rn�·
Lave to he arr:111gecl. ·what that sng­
gests is that we may find our 1·eqnil'e·
rnents too small to nm a factory on om·
own, hl whi.ch case the neighbouring
Colonies can join in aml supply ally
material fo1· Lag-making as s1·ell. As
Ji.on. lHembers know, lll'\IIY of these· in·
clusti-i<'>' ai·e 110t economic from the
point of view of mam1fact.11re and cost,
below a cel'tain 1111it of p1·0Lluc-tion. In
the case of sugal', for example, below
10,000 tom; is not a11 ec·onomi<· 11nit. So
the same sort of co11siderati-Oll arises in
fibre. ,vhat I ;;aicl a moment ago ill
repl:1· tn the holl. �[ember fol' Central
Dernerara (1\fr. De Aguiar) ill connec­
tton with the agricultural side of the
Irnlustn·, I repeat lle l'e. TJ1e stuff will
grow hut tl1e agricultural pal't is not
the p1·ime rHtlirnlt_y when all the;;e othel'
fnrtor·;; ronw into the pidnl'C. ,ve shall
neecl, if we are to aim at ;;upl)lying all
requirrmc11tR 10,000 fo, 1�,000 arres
m1<lel' this fibre, aml T do, not think this
acTeage will br nncihtainable. That
hriJ1g·s me bac·k to the ·figlue,; lll)' hon.
friends 11:wc rnentione<l. I think tJ1e
land is aYailable without an�, 11eC'll for
setting asi<ln all.I' mone�, for it, bnt a
la rgc sum of lllOlH'Y will be 11eerlerl on
the proressing aml manufact1ne side.

There is another poiht. A quota tioJ1 
for n. f<mall plant to make three to 
four tl1011,-ancl hngs wol'king 48 hou!'s a 
week, pnt the cmd· at $11,000. eighteen 
months ago, hut it is stated that manu· 
facture on such n liinitecl sr,1le would 
not be eronorniC'al. As I see it. t11e 
Colony',; requirements would be ;some­
thing I ikc 45_000 bag·s n wcrk. 'l'l1P 
quotation given fol' tl1e smallest 
twine and r-ope plant likel)- to 
provP er0110micnl. is $95,000 F.0.R, 
Liverpool, wit:l1 no JH'O"'ision rnnde 

for freight, uection, spal'es and 
hou:siiig·. co if !he srnalle:st rope 
ancl t11'i.11c mi1ki11g phlllt is going to 
1·eadt $!)ii,OOO firnL <:m;t, what is your 
bag plant goi11g to ('O,;t'? "\Ve clo not 
know. 'l'hcse a1·e some of the tllings 
1m ham to find ont. Hen('C I sny to 
nccept tl,e sum in llle moLicn "·ill be 
llllll'ii"r. 

,Jn::;t a wonl or two more on wllat we 
oursclrn,; are planning in c-om1ectio11 
with development. ,ve ,ur hoping 110w 
from these prcliminn ry trials to learn 
somethi11g of what to expect. ,Ve hope 
wilh t.lle aill of rnany of the suga1· es· 
1.ates to, be able in lfl-t:3, about mid-year.
to liave enough see<! to plai1t about 500
ac!'e:; nnd e,;;,tabli,-,h GO acres for seed
bl0!'ks. \\.f' are ,-,owing all the scecl
\\'C lia ve with a view to securing a seecJ 
supply for as much as wo can plan. 
"\\'e haYe not yet been able to determine 
whc,the1· l:o,;elle will seed in mid-year, 
01· wllether its cycle will carry it on to 
the encl of the year. I think some 
1·cnliz<- thnt the <-ommon r;on·el, closely 
1·elated to it, produres seed ouly around 
f'h 1·i:-;h11:1s time. At any rate we are 
nutting in now ns lll)IC'h as possible, in 

• tlie hope tlrn t at the end -of the dry
;;pason in l!)J:l it will come into blo-om
and produce seed sufficie11t to plant
500 ncres nnrl have 50 ncres fol' seed.
Fi·om that ,;ulJstalltial planting we
should get arlequa te information n.s to
:Yield, cost, lauom· requirements etc.
"'e have n rertain .amom1t already, but
I am 11ot sn�·gestiug it is the final
word. As a rangh example, from the
small tl'ia]:-; it would appear to cost
:-;01nr,thinp: like G to S cents per lb. to
pro<lnre. I haYe just, givrn that to
;;hmv how carefully we have gone
11 bout th i,; fibre study. If we get the
a 1·ea mentioned established, it will e11-
able us nlso to do some instruction work
:rncl teach labour how to handle it.
vVe mny not he able with tl1e hand
e<1niprne11t we liave liere to utilize all
t!1e rnatel'ial obt11ined from that pro­
durtim,, 1rn1' I ]1ave no doubt th.n.t we
shonlcl he n ble to clispose of it abroad.
It ran be baled aml shipped away. I
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believe the United States will be very culture and the assnranrc given that the 
glacl to get ii. \Ve ha,·e been gl'catly matter is eugaging the atte11tion of the .,.. 
l1elpetl in the matter through the com'- tion·rnment I am indinecl to think 
tesy of the U.t::i. Consul. AHer that · 1·hat the hon. Mover will IJe· going on
stage has been 1·eached, then you can 1·ight lilies if lie n,lopts the :;;uggcstion 
IJegin to plan a l011g range poliey aml o,f Govermnc11I: ai-, c11vi,-,aged by the hon. 
to find out much more than we k1ww llie Uirec-to1· o-f Agi-irnlture ancl allqws 
:it 1n-ei;;m1t about the prohal1le mannfar- the prinriple of hi,; motion to be aclopte(l 
tnri11g plilnt we will neerl and the rORL on tl1e assurance that Govermnent will 

As I have ti-inl to :;tress, i l. i:-; 110.t 

merely a question of <·nltiv:1t·io11. I be­
lieYe that Roselle will grow here a,; 
readily as it does ab1·oacl. It. yield;, 
(JOU lbs., roughly ,lOO bags pe1· aci-e. 
,vith careful attentio11, rnanul'ing. n 11<1 
g.oocl cultivatio11, I see no 1·easo11 foe 
uot getting up to 1,000 lbs. 'fhe fart 
is, on the agricultural side it is a good 
pl'oposition, bnt when we come to the 
manufacturing side on a scale large 
e11ough to jrn,tify ofu- putti11g 1noncy 
into it or asking our friends to help 
us with m011ey, that is' where the p.rob­
lems are sinister. Qoyernrnents, I 
know, fll"e in full :--ympatl1y with 
1l1e views exp 1·esserl by · 'the )1011. 
:\[rmhe1· nn<l his colleague wl10 
,;ec·oll(lecl tl1e motion-:rnd they a.rf' 
in li11e with my own views�a.ml I will 
snggest that Governineut now accept 
the moti011 for record but without the 
F-11111 of rnonc�• as stated. It may cramp 
nnr i-;t_yle in getting the assistance, to 
nnme a figure which is going· to be very 
in sirffi l'ie11t. 

:\r1· . .JACKSOK: J thi11k t.l1e 11011. 
Membe1· fo1· Berbice River (l\lr. 
Elra za r) rlesel'Ves to be complimented 
fo1• lwingin_g p1·ominently hefore this 
C.01111ril the motion tha.t he ha;; moved.
']'here is 110 cl()lnbt a.bout it, that any
i1uhrnt1·y thnt can lie established and
1111�· attention to those we have will be
of immense benefit to us all and the
Colon�- i.11 general. But I am str011gly
of tl)e opinion that the motion as it
i-tan .d;;; ma_v 11ot 1'i11cl favour i11 this
Cc'tmeil. I lrnrl,rlrafte<l: an amendment
which I th·onght woulrl have met the
cast>, but nfter fo:tening to the views·
g-iYen b�· the }Jon, the Director of Ag-i-i-

r·onti111rn ma king e,·ery effort on its 
pa rt to sol n� or- l"in!l o,ut f"l1c real poss-i­
hili ty of e,;talilisliing fl fib1·e i11clustry 
in 1hi,; C'olony. According to my way 
of thinkiJ1g, there a re phrnts whfrh may 
�·ielrl alrnncla11tly an(1 nwy make it pos­
sible for the inrlm:try to be c·a1Tie1l out 
but more resea l'Ch is 11ecessa 1·y, aml I 
do thil1k it will he wise on the part o,f. 
the hon. 1\:lovel' of the motion to accept 
Government's assurance and ask that 
hi,; motion without the amount sug­
gested may be accepted in principle by 
Government and the mattei· kept co11-
stantl�- lleforP. t11e mind orf GoYermnent 
:im1 of us all. 

�Ir. SB.-\FOHD: I would like to 
joi.n in the expressions which have been 
rn:ulc l1ere hy the speakers on t11e rno-
1 ion 110w before the Connc:il, and 'if :rny­
thi11g I say appears to b7 a criticism I
wish the hlm. mover of 1"11e motio11 to 
feel it is 110t given with the idea of 
obstruction but merely of assista11ce 
mo1·e than anythii1g else. The first 
point is, we know that these various 
fibre iu<lnstries had been tried out in 
this ·colo11y in the past, but for various 
reasons, chiefly tl1e cost of labour, it 
was founrl that it was not possible to 
compete with the other countries in the 
East where the stanrford of i'iving is 
very much lower tlurn it is here. That 
does 11ot condemn it 11ltogether, for tl1c 
i-eaf:on -that fibre can be got to gro,w
l1ere to an extent better than anywhere
Plse anr l  owing to 1woclur,tion we may
hP. able to compete. ·For that reason,
if 110 other, we a re quite justified in
giYing it n further trial.

Ai-; regards the work to he do1ie on 
it, 11:-: the 11011, the Director of A.gricul-

&. 
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I u1·e has said, experimental work luu; 
ucell going on fot :some time and tl..te. 
1.11·0:spect:s appear to ue good. I am ,1uite 
suti:-,fietl that thel'e will l.Je no difficul· 
ty in ptivate enterprise going ahead 
with sudt an industry as this, but 
J!aturnlly befo1·e spen(Ling any large 
,,motu1t of money they will ask fot cer­
tain guaraulee:s. By that l meau, 
after the war, this fil.Jre rna_,- l>e g-rowu 
in other places and no OJ1e is going to 
:;pencl a large sum of money without 
a:,;king U-o,·ernment to guarantee every 
protection or, as it is called totla�-, sub­
sidization. But Government cannot 
ac-l'ept that. quite light-hea1·tN1l,1·. JI' 
G-ornrmnent agrees to protect· it and, as 
:;a id by the ]1011. sec-onder of the rnotio11, 
imposes such a tariff a;; to prohibit im­
po,-tation from the East, thnt has a 
,ery wide l.'amification. °'Ye h:we gQlt 
to l'emernber that if we prohilii t the irn· 
pol'tn tio11 of bag;; in ordee to 1n·otect 
our local industry, we ma�, be hitti11g­
�• not her indnstr;r. If the cm<t of bags 
p1·oduce1l bel'e is !!'O rent:-; more�. it 
mem1s that every bag of J'L('e sent out 
of this ro1rntry will be costing 20 cents 
mo1·e . . You will lrnve to get that 20 
r·ent,- more or produce at �O cent,: 
le�s becauf:e after the "r::ir we will 
Jrn n· to compete with other Colonies 
in 1·ire, nml a great deal depend� 
on wliat. ii-: going to lrnppen to the Em· 
plre a nrl tl1<> Colo11ies afte1· the ,Yar., 
J rlo 11ot think nn�·one nt the moment 
knows :ju;;t wlrnt i;; goi11g t� happen. 

I (lO frel, and I agl'ee with the hon. 
Dhertot· of Agl'icnlture, that it is a 
thing- Govel'nme11t shonl1I nss•ist aml do 
e1·c1·)·thiup: it can to aid, but I do J10t 
1liink we cm1 here ngree to any fixed 
::,nm, ns l1ns been already pointed out. 
I think we Fhould ask Government at 
the ptcsent time to gfre such :mm as 
ma," lw fouml ueccssan' to aid iu the 
�e1'ti11g np of au indnstr_v suc·h ns this. 
I believe that can be done ancl that it

will l>e done, but I do not think we can 
ask fo1· a specific sum lmtil we 'are 
i-nre of our facts. I feel, sir, that per-
1,aps the assistance you may get from 
the Imperial Government nrny be one of 

1nttli11g up a factory, because I clo be­
lie1·e that we can get ·all the loans we 
1·e<1uin• iu this Colony. I join in con­
gta tula ting the Jwu. i\Iovee for putting 
fonrnl'1I this motion. ·we all sym· 
pa·lhir.r with .him. Sometimes we say 
hi!'< ,;e1ll intent;;; a re nebulous, but I feel 
he h,u, ll1e goocl of this country at 
],eart. 

i\fr .. f .\COR: I th ink that thL-; mo· 
tion dc·�e1·y('S the unanimous sup])Ol't of 
tld,; ('ounC'il. The (Juestion· of the cost 
of de1·eloping the imlu;;ti-y is a YCr)· 

big- one, I ag-1·ee, mid some· further in· 
vestig-ation should l>e made ns 1·ega1·ds 
tl1e amount that is required. I would 
sni;!'g-est· to the holl. mover that he 
:;11wnrh, hi>< motion to l'ead after delet­
ing- tlt<' amount of $'.?50,000: "and that 
a !'<ma 11 committee be appointed to go 
iJ:to tl1e CO!';t of es.ta blishing a factory 
fo1· tl1e mn nufarture of bags, rope etc." 
I tl1 ink thnt Committee shoulcl be ap· 
pointe,l to go i•nto the va1·ious details. 
11 nd tlia t should be done as JJromptly 
as possible. It i;; time that we look 
n en111HI aml see if other iildustries can• 
wit he established in thif; Colony. We 
l!ave 11:1<1 it from the ho11. Di1'ector of 
Agl'ic·11lt11 re t.ha t. experiment;; have 
heen m:-Hlc> ancl the1·c are suitable fibres 
lier<' n1· C'a11 l>e g·rown here. The qnes· 
tion: of wl1ether we r:rn economically 
ma1rnforture bags, l'Opcs etr., from them 
is something to be carefully consid· 
ererl. l agree: bnt sii1ce the treml of 
"·orl<l :dfait-s if' chnngi11g ;;o rapic11)·, it 
is 1-inw that we in tl1is part of the world 
make :nn1ngemei1ts tn hecomc self­
i"upporting. iYe h:we been depellCl· 
ing- a]nl(l'st. e11ti1·elv on the Bnst, 
:ilHl "·e ,lo not know \vhn t is 
g-oing to be the positio11. 'l']tiF: 
]1cmispl1ere is (Juite expnusive. The 
whole of the \Yest Indies cnn be 
benefited by the establishment of a 
factory here for the mam1facture of 
l,:i.g,;. ropes, hdnes; etc. I cannot 
imagine we will not be able to manu­
facture those articles almost aft 
cconorn ically as the East. I think 011r 
lancls are Yery fertile aud ·we ought to 
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, be able to do thi:s jou very eilicieutly. 
,ve have got two good examples in 
i,ugar a11d l'ice. \Ve can grow those 
two very successfully and, I hope WP 
all rigree, profitably. I commend tllis 
.,memlment to my hon. friend and, if 
lie an'ep1:,; ii, the wllole question c:u1 be 
gone ilito YCL'Y earefully. I ]HtH! 110 
<lon bt if we do this we woul(l ti nd' em­
})loyment fo,r a lal'ge num beL· of wome11 
a]l(l gh-ls who at the moment ca.1111ot
1iml employment.

'J' rm PHESI DEX'f : In the first 
instance the Colonial Developme11t ,Vel­
fai-e Pu11d is, stri<'tly speaki11g. u11-
c1·eatecl. 'l'here is no such funfl. 'l'he 
ro1·1·ed phraseology is the Colonial 
Dev('lopmPnt \Velfare .Ad. You obtain 
fnmls under tl1e Ac-t. ;r was go-iug to 
;;:nggest that the motion be arnemled to 
read: •; That Gnve1' nmen t be 1·r.quested 
to obf-a in nncleL' the Colonial Develop­
ment aml ,Velfare Act ... " 

l\fr'. ELE.-\ZAR: The motion which I 
ha11<led in l1acl that origiiinl ly hecause 
I lia<l mad<' tliat discovery. 

Trrn PTIESIDE�T : I'erso11r1lly I 
suggest tlrnt. bnt it if' 110t material. 
Th.en y011 say "ri ]o[ln." vVl1�· c011fine 
yourself to ::i lo,rn '? vVhy not simply 
�a!· "to obtai11 u1Hler 1'l1e Colonial De­
velopment aml 'iVelfar<' Act f1111<ls of 
i;uch ,;ufficie11t :11110�1nt ::ns 11rny he fonncl 
nec-essary," following the wor(ling of 
the suggestio11 of the hon. '.\IPmbel' for 
Georgetown North'? Will that. suit? 

l\fr. ELEAZ.AR: That will suit me. 

T1rn PRERJDE�'I': Now we have- the 
further proposal that a small Com 
rnittce be appointecl. 

i\fr. PERCY C. WJGH'r : 1 nm e11-
tirely with t1ir. motio11, hut I think iJ 
the records c-a 11 be . turned n p yo11 will 
find tliat this thiI1g has been before 
thiF< (lovermnent t11rough pl'ivate e11ter-
1irise. T;aml was acrp1irecl in the 
Col011y; :, gen1leman came ont here­
:m expert_:_mHl 1illvestigated it. Re 
acquired an estate and vei1tured on the 

lH'Ojed l:mt fou]J([ that the pl'ice of 
labour "·a:; such he could not hope to 
compete with India aml in aclditiou, I 
think, Uoven1ment would not give him 
the a:;:;istance that he a::;kecl 1'01·. He 
wauted �ome protec1.iou and thi:s Go✓-
crument 1un1ecl it clown. I <:annot 
11uite remember the estate though I 
lrnppencd to ],aye sold 'ii' 'iu the first 
irn,t.a11ce arnl had to re-sell it at a 
�a cl'ifice. 

111·. ELE.-\/'.;s\H: .-\ll l ham to do is 
to thank my hon. friend, the ::.\Iember 
for Xo,·th - 'iVcstern Disti-icL (�fr. 
.JaC'ul1J fol' hi>< sug�e.�t.ion. \mt from 
what I know of eommitf -ees I must, 
with U1e hest of intent.ioq1:,;. refuse to 
neeept that sug-ge"tiou. I prefeJ: to 
accept the sug·gestion Y·on r Execllenc_y 
]ws 111,ule fl>- well as the suggestion of 
the h011. ::.\femhei· fol' Georgeto\\'n North 
(l\fr. Rrnfonl). /\!so· I lHLYe to thank 
the ]1011. the Director of Agric-nHnre. 
Fol' the fil'st time afteJ: a 1mmber of 
yeai·s hr is seeing· e:r<> to rye with me in 
somethii1g. It is 11eYrr too late to 
mernl. T linse to thank some more 
11eople as well. I h:ne g-011e at some 
lr11gtl1 to iret i11 touch with people not 
0111�· intr,,e:;tecl hnt who have the inter­
t>sts of thr Colony at heart, nml in doi11g 
so T came nc1•o,;s two of 111c Di.rectm·s of 
Rooke1· Rros .. JirC01111rll & 0o., Ll'rl. I 
]incl fl hhit tl1nt somewhe1·e they lind in 
tlwfr ow11 wa:v experinw11te(l i.11 t]1e 
mmrnfactu1•p ocf 1·ope, conl nn<l twine 
for tlwi1· own purpose. m1cl thr�, YCr.v 
rearlil!' sl1owecl me tl1e ,;amplPs wl1irh T 
]1a ve l1ere now. I cnn sliow tl1rm to 
1l1e Director, provirlrd 11<' retuL'l'IR 
tliem to l\ fessrs. Booker Bro,:. when lie 
is :finishecl with th<'m. Your �xcell<'nc:v. 
fo the olrl days men wore lrng·,; which 
nserl to come from tl1e UnitNl States. 
,v c do J1ot wm1t lrn gs to ma kc f'lotlies 
hnt to 1101d rire nnrl ,mga1'. T think i.t 
if' a wr�- g-oml step. T wisl1 to tl1a11k 
Go•Yerm1w11t ('XCe('<li11g-l�0

• f'rOY('1'11111ent 
sl1011ld p:et n 11wrid of pr:ii,;p wl1en thf';V
(lC?S<'l'Y<' it. f':oyernmei1t. too harl lwen 
Jooki11g· i11 nw same direct.ion aml it 
shcmr,; that they were anxious to 
:fi1Hl f'Olll<' ,;nhsi(liary inclnstT�' to 1bo,;e 
n.lrrad:v e,;t:l 1,1 i;;J1ecl. I ('allll()lt co11ceh·e
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llrnt tile ::iugar l'lautcrs, llau they sut:· 
,ccedecl, woultl llave ke1,t it to thcm­
sehe:s. 'l'lley too look forward to 
.a subsiLlia1-y iuciu,;try, although tlley 
stand to get into coJiilil:t tltrongll it 
111orc than anyone else. I haYe nothing 
but • tlt:.i nks for a II ll10,;e who ha Ye 
spoken- for the Dii-edor for tlle 
interest he J1as ta ke11, aml for UoYel'n· 
mt•Jit fol' it:,; p1·omise t·o do all in its 
1mwc1· lo get 1 his project going. I llope 
11.Jis is out�- the preli111inary to the 
, 1m·e Joprne11 t of snbsidia 1·y industries 
.mid that others will be found later 011. 
] wish 1o llrnnk the hon. Member for

,,<'ol'g·et.own Centl'al ()[1•. Percy C. 
'1Yigl1t). I lrnow the ge11tleman he 
1·efen·ed to. M1·. J,'onlliam came here, 
-cal'riecl out expe1·ime11ts on the ,V<'st
Hank and produced some excellent
1iln·rs. Hr PVPll <'oloured them and hacl
ihrm exli ihired. 'l'he moment he spoke
�hont p1·ote<'tion. floyernment without
m1y reremo11.v tnrnrcl it down and l\fl'.
Fordlrnm took up his traps a]){l clearerl
•ont. '\Ve rlicl 110t mind as wr ro11lll
]rnYP _got i1 from Tndin. the11. but we
l1a Y<' got wis<' a ftr1· tl1r event. It is
1w,·e1· too Jatr 1-o meml.

Tm: rnERIT)E�T: So you accept tl1e 
·,-11p.·g-p,-f-prl word is T 1m ve quoted but not
tl1P JH<"POsal for th<' nppointment of a
,;:rnnll rnmmitte<>?

jfr. l�LT�.-\Za\TI: Yes. 

Tm: Pl:ERTDEN'l': Does tJ1e 11011. 
i'llrmh<>1· wish to J11'e�;; llis amendment? 

}Ii-.. T.\(;OR : T mr1·r]y madP a sng-­
�·ps(io11. 

'rm-: l'RESJDEXT: 'l'l1cre is 110 otl1er 
,obvious WflY of 1wocredi111!' Jatc1· on! 

'flw rnut io11 was amcrnkd to read-

" That Government be requested to 
obtain 11ncler the Colonial Development 
and ·welfare Act funds of such sufficient 
-amot1nt as may be found necessary for
1.he development of a fibre industry in
the Colony.

Qnestio�1 pnt, and agreed to.

)[otion fls amended carried. 

Lw.i,; Assur..\XCE CoMP.,.xrns l 'l'BMPu1u1n 
:.\luDI FH.:ATIU::-1) BlLL. 

'l'm: 'A'l"l'OH�EY-UE�.EHAL Mr. 
1' J'ethel'OC) : lu moving the secoud reatl­
i11g uf this Hill the1·e is 011ly a short 
exphrnatio11 llel:essary. Scdion 8 of 
the Life As,;u1·ance Uump:rnies Ordi­
ua11ce provides that ,; all life assm·ance 
compaHie,; ,;hall ever)· fifth yea1· prepare 
i-eports and documents," all([ the 'follow­
ing section provides that those docu­
ments ·' shall I.Jc sent to an .-\ctuary
who shall i-eport on them:· :::.edion 10
p1·0Yides that the llunnnenis the111selves
t og-ethet \\"iih the Adu a 1·y's report
111e1·eon. shall I.Jc filed with lhe Rcgis-
1nll' of Companies within a fixecl pel:iocl.
111 tl1e <·ase of 1he two Comp.mies 1iamed
i11 the Schedule uf the Hill. the_v have
:-;rnt off tl1cfr 1·epo1·b and the 1·equirecl
iiguYes to tl1e Artna1·ies in µ-ood time­
one Cornpa11y YC'l'_1· p1·omp1'ly ::incl tl1e
otl1rr, whose 8erl'etar.1· rer·entl�- di.eel.
with some p1·0111ph)ess. It has so
l:appe1wrl tlrnt a t·em:nlrnhl<' <lelay ill the
mails took place nml tl1r letters from
Enp.falHl took iiw 111011tl1s to g-et J1ere.
Altlwngh fl1e�, haYr p.·ot fill extemdou of
tl11·rr mo11tl1s 1111tler ,011h-srrti011 (2) of
section 10, still those rlorumellts ancl
reports did not arrive in the Colony
withi11 tliat timP. It wns thoug-l1t tliat
thP mi]�, thh1g· 1o do was 1n inti-orlnrc a
Rill to valirlate the filing- of tl1osP
,]ocnments. Tl1P Rill l1ris lwen <haftPrl
in !}'e1w1·:1 l fosl1 io11. hrr:111sP if t1lP
sl1i11ni11g- rlclays ro11tim1r oth.-r (;n,m.
yrn11i<>s nm�• ii1111 tl1rmi-:elres in tlH' snmP
position. H is ])1'0])0:'<P(l ·in tl1ii-: nm

tl1 a i· tl1P f1-0Ye1·nor mfl:· l)�- O1·rle1· r-x­
teml the time on m1y fnturP occasion
in tl1P same circumstances. Witll tl1ei-:e
few words I heg to move tl1e seconil
J"C'fl r1ii1g- of-

" A Bill in tituled an Ordinance to 
empower the Governor to extend the 
time within which certain documents 
may. be deposited with the Registrar hy 

• Lire Assurance Companies.''

P1·orfcsi-:or D.-\SR (Director of Agri­
n1lt111·.-) seconded. 

Question put, aml agreed to. 



543- Ea;p. Law,; Con. BUl LEtasLA'.l'IYE Cuu�CIL Second R11acling 5-U. 

.Bill read the :,;eco11tl time. 
'.rhe Cou 11('i! 1·e�oll-ed "ibelf into Com­

mittee, aml considered the Bill clause 
by clause without ,11nemlme11t . 

'l'he Uonndl 1·estuned . 

'11 cm .�'.rTOHNEY-GE�ERAL moved 
.and P1·ofcsso1· DASH :-;econcled that the 
Bill be 1·ead a th i t·cl l iJuc ancl passed. 

Question "'l'ha t the Bill be read a 
third time aud passed" put, ·and ag-recd 
to. 

.Bill read a !hied time ,ind pasi:;etl. 

"\Villi thL· com;cnt nf the ('ou11eil, 
,cons idem I iou of ite!ll l \" on t hl' O,·<ler 
of the nay - Second Heatling-The 
Sugar Expedme11t t\ta ti-ous mn, ln-t.l 
( Professor l )ash, Jli rctlm· of Ag-ricul­
tlu·t�) --W.I s <le re1Tetl. 

Bx1•11:1xc L.\\\'S Co-cs'l'IXL'AXC1•: B11.1,, 

'l'llE ('OLO:-.-I.\ r, l::-\E:(.'HE'L'AltL I 
mon· that-

" A Bill intituled an Ordinance to con-
tinue certain expiring laws'• 

be tead a :second lime. 'l'he 8thedulc 
shows the law:;; a1·c-'l'he Bill of Entry 
'!'ax Onliuancc (No. :2) 1!):.12, (.:-.-o. 8 of 
l!l:.l:2 J aull tlte l::iugat Duty Orcliuall\:e, 
l!JJ:2, (� o. 11 of 19-!2). With regard to 
the Bill of Entl'y Tax it is estimated 
tlw t a bou i $-lUO,UUU w i 11 be colledrd .i 11 
l!J-:l::, .1m1dt the ;,a 111e .1 s i11 t be l !J-!t 
Esti1ualcs. The :-,ui!ar J>11ty is 
estimated to yit•ld :lillifi,000 i11 l!)J;;· as 
against :j;l:J0.000 in l!l.J.:2. It is ne<·t•s­
:amty to ;i,;I� hon. olernben; to pass thi:s 
Bill as Uo1·cn1mcnt e.11111ot sec its way 
to fol'e�o n n,Y of t bis 1·c1·rnue. 

M1· .. L\.COB: r had i11timatc�<l that [ 
mn 11ot in f::tvou1· of this Bill of Entry 
tax. Lool:i ng- th1·0111.\'h. the Budget Speec-11 
by the hon. Colonial 'l'rcasn1'cr, d.ii.ctl 
]�th Nove111br1·, I Hotitc the statement 
i;; ma cle N1ere that 110 nclcliti.onn\ taxa­
tion is proposed fo1· 1!)-13 apart from 
the mo<lification -of the existi11g I'rofltf; 
'l'ax, ctt-. That statement may l)c 
tedrnically correct but practically it is 

1wl. ,\.dclitioual taxaliou h; tollectcd 
a.nd in this- wisc--tlw1·e a1·e two specific
duties or taxes t:Oll<'cted in thi:s Colouy
:,;pc<:ifit dutie:s ba:sed on quantity and ad 
·wlorem llt1tics based 011 tltc 1·,tluc of 
i.he goods. On the s11etific duties a
tln·ee pe1· cent. Hill -of Entry tax i� 
tollct:ted.

'.l.'he 1·alue of goutl:s has gone­
up in some tase:-< ;;uo !)t'r <:cut. aml ju 
other cases 200 pet· <·e11t., autl in CUH· 
tiuuing· to collett a Bill of Bn ll'y tax 
based on tlte value of good>< �-01t are· 
<"e1·tainl,,· tolleetin:r additional taxatiou. 
'\\"ith the 11,l ra/or('ll1 duties uot 1.Jch1g:: 
i11 the ;,:,1mc <.:ateiro 1·y, l :,:111.!mit witl.J all 
c·onfide.nte tba t if yon 1·cduee your ]�ill 
of E11try tax then ,ron will eollcc-1: 
1,rol.Jably the same amount as last )·ear, 
lmt· ·if rou ke<.-p the Hill of Eut1·�- tnx 
al :: pe1· <·cnl'. :11HI Yalnr,-: are i.11cTeasi11�

!-till f1n·the1· you will be <·ollPC-(il1g­
Htlc1itio1rnl taxntion. I maintain it 
"·onltl he wisc1· t-o 1·ctl11cc the Tiill of 
'Enll'y tax b�- 50 pe1· ('cnt. Tlwt is to 
rnnke it 1:/2 prr ('e11t., and the c•onsume1· 
will benefit to tliat· extent. I do 1rnt 
scr- Jiow it ean be a rj!ue<l tlrn t 110 
n<lclitional taxfltion i8 collerterl h�- tl1c­
<·on-tiirna t-ion of this 3 per cr11t. Rill of 
F.:ntr�- tnx. Additional taxation if'. c-ol­
]c('tcd. I think if there is ,rny ,-:l1ortng-r­
of re,·en11c the Tneomc tax aml Excess­
'Pl'Ofits tax shoulrl be i.11crensecl. 

'l'lte qne,-:tion of subsidization T l1avc­
ahyays been ag-aiust, and I am still 
.1�a.insl it. T am in fayo1u· of 1·erlur.iug 
<l11ties. 1'llis is one method of l'ecluC'i11g 
tliP llutirs, pnl'ticnlnl'l�- Oil certain 
:11·liC'lrs of foocl I hat. ,nc in u;;e cve,·.v dn:,-. 
T prrs;; that nm·ermnent ,:er thr n<l· 
dsn l1ility of rNl11ci11g- tl1is tnx to 1 �/:? 

i'"I' <:rnt. 

)fr. :\fd>AYTI> (C'oloninl '1'rea.s111·r1·): 
-n'hen T spoke Oil the snh�tanti,·e motion
in <·Onnrction wit-11 tl1r B�tLmat<'� I
nrndc- tllc same point wl1icl1 the 11011. 

Member ]ms jm;t mnd.e, but not (luit�
in the same wny. J f<nicl tllen thflt 110
:1claitio11nl taxati011 was proposed. lmt
nrlmiHr<l tl1nt on nrrmmt of tl,e l'i;;e i11 
prices tl1e effect of tl1c C111stoms tnri ff
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b 11101·:.! lrnnlem;ome arnl thus produces 
a highc1· amouut of 1·evcnuc, par­
ticularly 011 goods imported from non­
Ernpir1;: sources. I made that point 
quite strongly. On the other hand I . 
do not think ilir hou. l\Ieml.Jer is :sei-ious 
when he suggesbi that because the 
Yalt1r ·Of good::; has increased taxation 
l1as increased. He has given me a good 
]1int. ·when the value of goods falls I 
will be eutitlecl to come here and say 
that taxation should be clecreasecl. I 
(lo not think, howC\"er, it is necessary 
to debate the point. 

'l'm; PRESIDEKT: I am fully in 
sympathy with wlrnt has uecn said and 
we should go f.orwarcl with it. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill rPad tl1c secO'lid time. 

The Council re,-olverl itself i11to Gom­
mittee and considered the Bill clause 
by c-lam,c witltont nmendrncnt. 

THE COLOKIAL SECRETARY 
moycd, :rncl M1·. l\IcDAYID seconded. 
tl1:1t 1"11P Hill he rPnc1 a thii-d ii.me aucl 
passed. 

Question "That tl1is Bill be reacl a 
t]1itd time ::ind 11:is:-:ecl" 1rnt. and
agreed to.

Bill rca<l a thii-d time am1 pa:-:sed. 

A.Nx's Gnon:-Cr,oxnr.ooK Dr.AIX.l.GE
A:Xn I1rn1c.\no:- iVor:Ks. 

l\fr. CA.SE (Co1rnt1lting Engineer) 
gaYe nntice of the fol\owi11g motion:-

" That this Council approves of a free 
grant of $40,900 from the Development 
Trust Fund to enable execution of the 
drainage and irrigation works at Ann's 
Grove-Clonbrook." 

A xTmEsi\r.� rn DEl\rnr:.\JL\ R1rnr: DISTRICT. 

l\fr. ELE1\1/,AR: I era Ye :·om· b1-
flnl_gm1c-e. sie, to say something that 
k1s come to m:· notice. I do not know­
if <1-o,·ernme11t lrnows, but the hon. 
Dfrector knows about it. I have been 
informcrl b.,- n gentleman of ,;omc staml-

iug in the community tltat our lamls in 
the Demerarn river occupied by the 
Am,.ei-ir.am; arc gtowing Auticlesma. 
'l'hat is a plant we haYC been paying 
t]rnusamls of dollars to cxtern1inate. It
is a II uisance. If it is being planted
the1·e in truth it will soon make the
lands i11 the Demei-ara River District
.-alueless. It should not be encouraged
at all.· I do not knovi; if Govcmme11t
is awa1·c of that.

'f 1.rn PI:ESIDEXT: TJie hon. Colonial 
Sccret,u-r has just intimated that the 
motion standing in his name will 11ot 
take more than a minute or two. 

8t•r.l'AX ON To�XAGE .AXD LIGHT DUES . 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
hl'!! 1 o llHl\"C-

.. That with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 1 elated 12'th November, 
1942. this Council approves of a surtax 
or fifteen per centum being levied on 
the amount of tonnage and light clues 
which shall be collected during the year 
1943. under section eighteen of the 
Transport and Harbours Ordinance, 
1941.'' 

.Prol'ision has been made ju the draft 
es1imatcs for next :·ear for $:!50,000 
Tonnage due;;, anu $55,000 Light dues 
io be i11clndecl. 

1111'. i\IcDA YID scco1H1ed. 

TI rn :PTIESIDE�'l': 'l'his has been 
ci.rP11lnted in the form of l\Iessage 
No. l. 

Que;;tion put, ancl agreed to. 

l\lotion JJassecl. 

Tm: PT::ESIDE:X'l': I forgot to say 
tl1is 111:or-ning with regard to the Draili­
age nm1 Irrigation Schemes that I 
propose 1,� increase the l'epresentation 
of tlie Leg·islatiYe Cou11cil on the Drain­
age Board. 

TJ1e Com1cil . acljoumed until tlH' 
following clay at 12 noon. 




