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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Weclnesday, .17th December, 1941. 

'l'he Council met at 10.30 a.m., His 
Excellencv the Governor, Sir GORDON 
LETHEM, · K.C.M.G., President, in the 
Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

Mr. G. D. Owen, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
E. 0. l'retheroe, :!\'LC., K.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, 0.B.E., (Nominated
Unofficial Membe1·). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, .VI .B. Ii:., 
Cul,,nial Treasurer. 

'.l.'he Hon. F. J. Sea.ford, 0. B.E., (George­
town North). 

The I{-qn. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E., 
(Nominated l!Inotlicial Member). 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
l\Iedical Services. 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com­
missioner of Labour and Local Govern­
ment. 

The Hon. G. 0. Case, Consulting 
Engineer. 

The Hon. F. Ogle, Directo1· of Educa­
tion (Acting), 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Geo1·getown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbioe River). 

The Hon. J. I. de Aguia1· (Central 
Demerara), 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem­
era.ra-Essequebo). 

The Hon, Peer Bacchus (Wes tern Her­
b ice). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphl'ys, K.C., 
(Eaatern-Demernra). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, 0.B.E., George­
town South). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
U noflicial Member). 

The Hoo. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Ron. T. Lee (Essequebo River). 

The Hon. C. V. 'IVight (Western Esso­
quebo). 

MINUTES. 
The miuutes of the meeting of. the 

Council held on Tuesday, 16th December, 
1941, a.s printed and circulated, were con­
finned. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

STATEMENT ON Cos·r 01, L1vrno. 
THE PRESIDENT : There are just one 

or two short announcements which I wish 
to m,Lke to the Council. The first is tlrn.t 
the Conservator of Forests will make his 
statement about the organization to deal 
with matte1·s in conne�tiou with the cost 
of living on Friday morning. 

The other matter is th/\t the end of the 
yea1· is approaching and there �H'e two 
Bills, the Income Tax Bill and the Excess 
Profits Tax Bill, which should be consider­
ed before the end of the year. As W<l will 
be a long time in considering the Estimates 
I p1·opose to tll.ke those two Bills on Tues­
d,Ly morning. It looks as if we will have 
to sit on Christmas Day and every other 
day in orde1· to get through the considera­
tion of the Estimates. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

EsTUIA'l'Es, 1942. 
The Council resolved itself into Com­

mittee an-I resumed considerntion of . the 
estimates of expenditure to be defrayed 
from revenue for the year ending 31st 
December, 1942. 

EDUCA'l'ION. 

Sub-heaJ l-Pe1·sonal Emoluments.-

Mr. OGLE (Director of Education, 
• Acting) : Sir, I was glad to have an en-
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quiry from the hon. Member for North­
·western District (Mr. Jacob) about visits
by Inspectors to the schools in that area,
because it serves to give point to the appli­
cation for an additional Inspector. In 1940
all the schools in that area were inspected
by the Inspector of Schools. In 1 !l4 l a
visit had been plasned about the same
time of the year, early in the year, but had
to be omitted because travelling was not
easy enough to allow of the district
being properly inspected. It was inspected
later on in September, 1941. All the
schools, except six which were di{i:icult of
access up the Barima and Waini 1ivers

1 

were inspected. I would like to point out
that an inspection of that sort, if properly
done, takes a whole month. There are
three Inspectors of Schools and when one
remembers that, there are very nearly :l50
schools in the Colony which to-day should
normally be inspected or visited at leitst
twice a year, I think that the t·equest for
an additional Inspector is thoroughly justi­
fied. There are various other calls on the
Inspectors' time. For instance they are
bound to assist in examination w, rk. A
good deal of their time is spent in travell­
ing and not in visiting schools, and if we
remember that there are approximately 40
weeks in the year and only five days in the
week when schools can be visited, making a
total of 200 days in the year, and that
there are 250 schools to be visited I think
everybody will agree that a staff of three
Inspectors is inadequa:te.

The hon. Member also asked about the 
appointment of teachers to the schools in 
his district. I assume that he was thi11k­
ing of teachers in what are known as Regu­
lation 95 schooh-schools in remote areas, 
usua.lly very small in size and in number of 
pupils attending, which receive grants 
under a special Regulation. It is not 
possible to supply such schools with trained 
certificated teachers or even uncertificated 
teachers with the usual qualifications i::uch 
as a,re found in the fully aided schools in 
the more accessible parts of the Colony, 
and a system has grown up of appointing 
to those schools teachers wit,h practically 
no qualifications whatever. "When one 
considers that such teachers often have to 
go to a school 50 or even 100 miles away, 
from anywhere so to speak, it is not diffi­
cult to understand why teachers of good 
qualifications cannot be obtained. Then 
there i� also the difficulty that the schools 

are owned by religious denominations, and 
they are not only schools but mission cen­
tres. 

Naturally the Education Department 
looks upon the appointment of n teachet· 
fr,,m n different angle fr"m that taken by 
the Manager, who is also thinking of the 
maintenance of his mission. The Dep�rt­
ment tries to maintain a minimum standard 
of qualific ,tion, an·{ that is very low indeed. 
That minimum is the Primary School 
Certificate obtained by d1ildren at tho end 
of the prim,u·y school course. I can assure 
the hou. i\\ember that tlte Director of 
Education tries to make every allowance 
for the special need>'< of those schools, 
and although the Inspector naturally has 
in mind the efficiency of the school more 
than anything elRe, ye� the very best 
endeavour is made to combine the two­
efficiency of the schools and the special 
needs of schools which are also missions. 

The hon. Member fol' Eastern J)emerara 
( V1 r. Humphrys used as his text, or 
possibly one of his texts, the case which 
he quoted of 400 applicants for a job, all 
of whom had, I thi11k he said, Junior Cam­
bridge Certificates. I deprecate thi"s bring­
ing of what a-mounts to secondary education 
into a discussion of primat·y education. It 
is essential that we sh,,uld be quite clear 
about what we are discussing, and the head 
we are discussing is primary education and 
not secondary education. There are, I will 
agree

_. 
one or two primary school boys and 

girls who occasionally take the Junior 
Cambridge examination, but_ it is not the 
function of the priiuary schools to prepare 
children for that examina,tion. I should 
say that over \JO per cent. of those who take 
that examination are pt·epared either by 
grant-aided ot· pt·iviite secondary schools. 
I think, therefore, it is misleading to quote 
such an example in• eference to any discus­
sion of primary education. In other words, 
it does not affect any number of primary 
schools at all. 

The hon. Member for Westem E�sequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wight) referred to the visit of 
Sir F, ank Stockdale and his Educational 
Ad"l;'iser last year, and what they propose 
in regard Lo education. I feel sure that 
the proposals of Sir Frank Stockdale will 
meet every one of the very true criticisms 
made by the hon. Member for New 
Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) of our educa-
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tiona.l system. They were mainly of things 
which have been forced upon that system 
by the economic position of the Colony, 
and now that we can expect some definite 
help from the Mother Country I think we 
shall be able to meet every single one and 
reorganize our whole system as well as 
rebuild our schools. I only hope that 
since the Education Department will have 
to underti�ke a verv considerable amount 
of extra work in "connection with those 
plans when they are put into operation, 
hou. Membe1·s will co-operate not only by 
giving assistance whenever they can in 
their own part,icular area, or in any par­
ticular respect in which they are interested, 
but also by their criticisms. The Educa­
tion Department al ways welcomes criti­
cism, and especially constructive criticism, 
and I think that wh�tever work is done 
under the Development Fund should be 
done not purely and simply by the Home 
Government but by the people of British 
Guiana working with that Government. 

Mr. LEE: I am sony I could not be 
here before, but I would like to make one 
or two remarks if I may be permitted to 
do so. Firs!; of all, I would like to find 
out whether Government has received 
any report from the Edncational 
Adviser to :-ir Frank Stockdale. I 
understood that a repoi·t had been submit­
ted and I applied to Government for a 
copy, but feeling as I do that we are in a 
way co-operating and advising Government 
I am not satisfied with the an,wer that 
was given me. I would like to know if 
Hovernment has received that report and 
whether it will be placed on the table for 
the use of Melllbers. When I get a reply 
I will proceed to comment on some phases 
of education. 

TttE CHAIRMAN: I will reply to that 
question myself later. The hon. Member 
may proceed to make any p,uticular com­
ments he wishes to make. 

Mr. LEE: Gove1·nment has realized that 
the Government schools controlled by the 
Educ·1tion Department have been a 
success. ff l hat is so and the principle 
is accepted by Government, tltcn I respect­
fully submit that whenevm· Lhere is an 
amalgamation of schools in a district­
! speak on behalf of the Essequebo River 
<listrict where there is an amalgamation 
ei sehools in tho iafa,nd of Leg1.um-

Government should take an interest to see 
whether it is possible to erect a Govern­
ment school for the benefit of the 
surrounding inhabitants. Your Excel­
lency will notice, if you travel on the West 
Coast of Demerara, that certain grants 
given by Government have been utilized 
by the denominational .Body who have 
selP.cted a ,·ery good site for the erection 
of a school, but in my constituency the 
site chosen hy the denominational Body 
for the erection of a building for the 
amalgamation of the schools is not a 
proper one. I feel sure that if the 
Education Department or Government 
had taken an interest in the matter that 
site would not have been selected. Apart 
from that I ;im submitting that if Govern­
ment schools have b>:i<-n successful a 
Government school should be erected 
wherever there is amalgamation of schools. 
It costs money to et·ect a school building 
but it is money spent in a laudable cause. 

I do not know whether Government 
would consider it a constructive suggestion, 
but while :Members of this Council and 
the public are crying· out for vocational 
training of school children Government 
has within its grasp workshops at the 
Transport ancf Harbours Department, the 
Public Works Department, at Ba1·tica, and 
on the 'Nest Coast of Demer11ra where 
voc>1.tional trni□ing can be given the 
youngsters who could either be selected or 
made to pass an examination to become 
eligible for training. I feel �me that if 
that were done Government would find 
within a short period it has made a step 
forward towards vocational training in 
engineering, carpentry and motor mechan­
ics. I also feel certain that if Govern­
ment approached the principal firms which 
have workshops they would be prepared 
to accept apprentices chosen by Govern­
ment. 

This is an agriculturn,l country and 
if we ore to develop agriculture Govern­
ment should utilize the services of the 
A griculturnl Instructors in the various 
districts for the training of the children in 
the school garderis. In my constituency 
the Departme11t of .Agriculture provided a 
small sum of money to pay a mau to plough 
the school garden because the work was 
too heavy for l he school children, but that 
assistance has been stopped. Is that 
enooura1;1�ment oi vocationl\l tr1,1,inillg of the 
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school children? It should be made part 
of the duties of the Agricultural Instructors 
to go around and lecture to the pupils of 
the schools throughout the Coluny. In 
that manner a start would be made in 
vocational training. 

It has been brought to my notice that 
under the present system head teachers are 
paid on average attendance, and my informa­
tion is that as a result of that the Colony 
is not getting va.luc for the money spent on 
education because the1·e are certain child­
ren who are on the dull side and the teachers 
take no inte, e�t in them whatever. (Mr. 
J·ackson: Question). That is ruy infor­
mation and I am passing it on to Your 
Excellency in order that you may 1mtke 
some inquiry into it. I am not saying that 
it is absolutely true. I have not inquired 
into it myself but it is something about 
which Government should make enquiry. 
Long ago teachers were paid by results, on 
the number of passes at the examinatio11. 
To-day they receive payment on average at­
tendance and thev do not take as much inter­
est in the childre"n 11s they would if lheywere 
paid on the results of examimtfions. I 
respectfully suggest that Govermuent might 
consider the quest.ion of a bo11us to teachers 
on the results of examinations .. In that way 
we may get better value fo1· the money 
expended Oil education. 

An experiment was tried in the island of 
Wakenaam by which a head teacher was 
given the duty to visit the g1·ant-in-aicl 
schools whern there were perhaps uncer·ti­
ficated teachers and teache1·s witlr low grade 
certificates, iL order to $ee that the tea(liiing 
in those schools was being carried on in a 
proper m:1nne1·. That experiment was 
canied on for ttbout a yc1ir, aud it was sa.id 
that it failed. I respectfully submit that 
results from such an expe1·imellt in 
education Cttnnot be ,;een in 11 year. It 
should have been carried Oil for a 
longer period and extended throughout the 
Colony. It would not bo a waste of money 
as it would be a check 011 the teaching that 
is carried "n i11 the primary schools. I 
was once travelling on the same steamer 
with an Inspector of Schools and I jocular­
ly suggested to him that as he was on his 
way to Suddie he should get off at 
V•l akenaam and see "hether the head teach­
ers were at :,ichool. ·when he returned to 
the steamer he told me that one of them 
WM not llit s11-hooJ. 1 llll8Hellt tlmt surprise 
·vlti!lif:I !lhYll14 li@ );ltM io lihij V!\!'J01u1 !!slu1ul1,,

There is one other matter I would like to 
draw attention to. There are many chil­
dren who do not go to school through the 
the fault of their parents, and head teachers 
have complained to me and asked me to sug­
gest to Government the adoption of some 
system whereby they would not be made re­
sponsible for reporting non-attend,mces. 
There are reasons fo1· that. One of those 
teachers e�plainecl to me that he visited the 
homes of people and tried to encourage 
them to send their children to school. In 
some cases he had to report them to the 
Attendance Officer and they were prosecut­
ed and sometimes fi11ed by the Magistrate. 
The result in such cases was that the 
pa1·ents took their children away and sent 
them to another school. 

In my constituency. there are several 
schools which cannot accommodate the 
number of childrnn who seek admission, 
and it is impossible for one teacher to teach 
a class of ,,nythin/{ between 50 and SU 
pupils. I am asking Government to con­
sid, r that phase of the problem carefu ly 
in order to see what c,tn be done to relieve 
the situation. 

Mr. OGLE (Director of Education 
Acting): I would like to rep:y to one or 
two of the points made by the hon. Mem­
ber. He spoke of the amalgamation of 
schools. That has been done so fat· 
normally in the case of schools which were 
very close together, and in the case of 
Leguan two schools were amalgamated 
which were, I believe, within a matter of 
t • o miles of each uth r, and one of the 
schools wa� a'so ve1·y sparsely at tended. 
Therefore the other school was made to 
absorb it and wus slightly enlarged to some 
extent in order to take the extra pupils. 
That is the normal procedure in order 1 o 
avoid excess expenditure in such cases. 
No doubt a, better building could be 
obtained if a Government school were put 
up, but so far it has not been possible to 
do that for financial reasons. 

The hon. Member has n,lso spoken of 
vocational trn,ining and suggested the use 
of the Transport and Harbours Depart­
ment's depots. The whole question of 
vocational training is being vigorously 
discussed ,1t the present moment in pa1·ti­
culai' 1'clatiion to Sh- Frank Stockdale's 
proposals, and 1 g11,n assure the hon, Mem­
»1w �ha.� �h!l 411o�thm ef nppr1mtiuetthip iii 
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t�king a prominent pa.rt in the discussious 
together with the provision of a special 
institution for instruction. 

The hon. Member also mentioned the 
question of school gardens. There is a 
regular system under the Code of 
1940 by which grants could be made 
to school gardens for such purposes 
as mentioned. Unfortunately, I rather 
suspect that the school he has in mind is 
one which comes under Regulation 95 and 
is therefore nol, eligible for the grn,nt that 
I am speaking of. If so the only possi­
bility is that the Department of Agt·icul­
ture may be able to make some small grant. 

The hon. Member also mentioned the 
perennial question of teachers' salaries in 
connection with payment by results, but 
I would strongly deprecate a retum to 
payment by results. lt had no doubt the 
effect of making teachers concentrate on 
the duller children, but I sincerely hope 
it is not necessary to enumerate now 
the many disadvantages of payment by 
results which led to its abolition in England 
many years ago, and in the United States 
quite a considerable number of years ago. 

The hon. Member also suggested visits 
to the schools by head teachers, and I think 
he also suggested that some head teachers 
should make surprise inspections. I am 
sorry I cannot suppo�·t such a suggestion 
because a head teacher cannot be an inspec­
tor at the same time. If we had what 
might be ca.lled Travelling Demonstrators 
who would spend six months or perhaps a 
yen1· at schools to soe how they might be 
run more efficiently then that would be 
very well, but to take head teachers from 
theit- schools just for six months and send 
them around to other schools would, I 
think, be entirely inadvisitble. It would 
be a chalienge to the othet· head teachers 
which I am quite sure they would not fail 
to accept. 

THE CHAIR�IAN: Before I put the 
question I would like to say a few words. 
I cannot be eKpected to embark on this 
very controv<'rsial subject of Education 
which arouses so much feelillg, because I 
do not confess to have any kuowledge of it 
in this Colony, but the hon. Member for 
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) and the 
hon, Member fo1• Western Essequebo 
(Mt•, 0, V, Wight) r�iiJed 001•tt1,in point!! 

which I might answer. The hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam made the statement 
that I said that Members of this Council 
were quite incapable of offering construc­
tive criticism. What I said was that I 
was surprised during the debate on 
Agriculture, when we had a memorandum 
from a person extraordinarily qualified to 
advise us, that Members did not use that 
as their text. 

I might at this stage cleat· up ,;omething 
about a certain 1·eport, because I was told 
a few nights ago by a gentleman that a 
report had been written on educational 
problems in Bl'itish Guiana which hnd 
been suppressed by the Colonial Office. 
That statement has· been repeated in this 
Council, but it is so misieading and so 
wrong I hat I feel I would like to dispose 
of it now. Mr. Hammond was appointed 
and paid by the Carnegie Trust to report 
on educational problems in the Leeward 
and Windward Islands. He wa,s appoint­
ed for three years and had to write three 
reports. He wrote the first and the second 
which were published, and then as his :firn,l 
effort he w, ote the thfrd. In that report 
he raised ques I ions of very great import­
ance. He pointed out that the great 
question was: were they to continue the 
present system of education in those 
island� and face the astronomic expendi­
ture it was going to involve? If they were 
not prepa1·ed to face it, what were the 
alternatives? He put up suggestions of 
alternatives which are very interesting but 
very revolutionat·y. ThR t report went 
to the Advisory Committee on Educa­
tion who advise the Secretary of State, 
and they were exceedingly moved by it, 
but in the meantime the whole ques­
tion, the whole atmosphere had becu 
altered by the decision to go on with the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission 
and the 11.ppointment of Sit- Frank Stock­
dale as Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare, and Mr. Hammond as Adviser on 
Education. The Advisory Committee on 
Education advised the Secretary of State 
th1Lt we should get back to the practical 
question in the light of what might be 
possible under the Development Act. 
That report did not a.Jiect British Guiana 
at all; it purely concerned the leeward 
and ·windward Island8. 

There has been a further memornndum 
tin 1lk!uoo.tiou in lMtM1 Quitum wdtt£:J11 

. 

i 
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by Mr. Hammond and submitted to my 
predecessor by Sir Frank Stockdale, but 
the actual position at the moment is that 
Sit· Frank ::3tockdale proposes to come 
back to this colony in lVfarch next year 
and take up Education as his primary 
term of reference. He has pointed out 
that the observations made so far are 
tentative, ra1smg certain quest ions of 
policy which, until decisions iu·e settled, 
will not permit us to go on with · practical 
action. He has therefore suggested that 
nothing should be rega1·ded as final :md 
definite until he comes and makrs his 
recommendations in March next. There­
fore the position is quite different from 
that in respect of Agriculture, Drainage 
and Irrigation, and Medical Services, in 
respect of which definite recommendations 
have beon made and published, and we are 
going ahead with them. 'l'o makfil a confes­
sion, I have not fully read Mr. Hammond's 
r0port myself. I have had, as you appre­
ciate, quite a lot to do, and I did not read 
right through the memoran,ium, but what 

. I did read were minutes submitted to the 
Secretary of State. They we1·e the founda­
tion of my remarks in my address to this 
Council on the practic9,l steps we hope to 
take first-those touching equipment, 
buildings and g1·ants. l\l 1·. Hammond's 
report is of �1 hypothetical character and I 
shall read it and see what action I can 
take on it. I think the Education 
Authorities generally have t:ikcn action 
on a great many pans of it which de 
mantled our attention. 

The nature of any report or recom­
mendation which will be made will, 
I have the strongest .reasons to believe 
from what I know ,1re the views of the 
Comptroller and Mr. Hi!-inmond, m�et very 
largely the points of view urged by several 
Members of this Council, 1 hat is to say 
I should a.nLicipate that the recommenda­
tions follow o,long the line suggested by 
the Acting L>irector of Education-that 
education should be for life and not for a 
job. 'Ihe fit-st step we should take is that 
primary education in the rural districts 
should be framed with the view that the 
children in those schools, or most of them, 
are going to follow an agricultural career, 
and that there should follow from that an 
opening for all pupils who a.re worthy of 
receiving further literary education to get 
a literary education, and fo1· those specially 
qMHils41 5oru0 p1•0.stiou.l llHlilit\/j oi eduM• 

tion by apprenticeship to trades. I have 
served in a country where that was so 
carefully controlled that the number of 1m­
pils who went forward for secondary liter­
ary education and therefore were goiug to 
qualify for collar-and-tie occupations was 
limited to what it w�s known the country 
would demand. 

I find that the reccommendations made 
and the views expressed by Mr. Hammond 
met with the most astonishing amount of 
opposition and fear. I am not referring 
to this Colony. I was surprised to see the 
old fashioned prejudices coruing out for 
literary education-I will not say the col­
lar-and-tie aim in life,, but for the old. 
fashioned literary education. The feat· 
those proposals, especially those relating 
to rural education, were deliberately de­
signed to push the people of the African 
race back to the conditions of the past is 
entirely unjustified, but I can see myself 
that that fear was responsible for a great 
de;tl of opposition and criticism. I think 
there will be less opposition in this Colony 
to reasonable reform even whe1·e it is revo­
lutionary. I took the opportunity to indi­
cate that to one of the deputations I 
received, which was led by a Nominated 
Member, and I asked whether they were 
likely to oppose on ckl-fashioned grounds 
reforms in the near future, and one of them 
smiled at me and said " You need not 
fear that here. We are reasonable people 
and unde!·stand that change is necessary." 
I am fairly hopeful. 

As regarris tlie practical steps which the 
hon. Member for New Amst,erdam (Mr. 
Woolford) asked me to b1ke, my attitude 
must be this: We have Sit· Frank 
Stockdale coming here in March and I have 
to await very specific and definire 1·ecom­
m.endations before I ran move beyond 
those questions which have already been 
raised, such as buildings, equipment, etc. 

The hon. Member also raised the ques­
tion of Boards. Well, in principle I 
should certainly say that I am i11 f:ovour of 
an Education Board, but I have experience 
of Boards. I was a member of one Board 
in a large Colony. I think it had executive 
as well as advisory functions, and I think 
it was extremely good. l have since then 
had acquaintance with four other Education 
Bo[l,rds which were just ten·ible, The 
meoting11 of thOHtJ J3op,rdb wore distinslli11hed 
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by quarrelling and nn,now-mindedness, so 
thn,t they accomplished precisely nothing. 
However, in principle, I should certainly 
approve of Boards and, if possible, with 
executive functions. 

We come now to the matter mentioned 
by the hon. .\11 ember for Wes tern Esse­
quebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) of the rising tide 
of expansion. That is in many ways the 
crnx of the whole thing. While the debate 
was going on I figured out the percentage 
of the cnst of Edumition as against the 
total recurren� expenditure of the Colony. 
It works out at just over 10 per cent. I 
did that because it is a kind of rule of 
thumb which is applied i11 certain parts of 
the Empire. The expenditure on Agricul­
ture works out at 13½ per cent. 1'he per­
centage for l{ducation is not bad. I 1111,ve 
known a number of Colonies where it has 
been less, and even down to 7 per cent. 
What we are faced with in this Colony is 
the enormous recurrent expenditure on 
certain things necessitated by its physical 
conditions, such as sea defences, drainage 
and communications of all kinds. To start 
off with th11.t percentage of 10 per cent. the 
position as regards t.;ducation in this Colony, 
as in other Colonies in the West Indies, is 
that we have a system which is based 
fundamentally on a copy of the European 
system of education in very wealthy coun­
tries, and that is what is hitting us. 
We have a system which can only be run 
at a vastly greater expenditure than we 
can face. It may not have been obvious 
100 years ago but it is terribly obvious now. 
In other words, the kind of education 
Enghmd can stand we are trying to apply 
here without the means to do it. 

I would like to give you the question 
which I had to work out in 1939-a 
comparison between the Leeward Islands 
and the Virgin Islands of the United States 
of America. The Virgin Islands are very 
small. St. Thomas, for example, has a 
population of only 9,000, while the whole 
Colony has a population of 22,000, and the 
tremendous resources of the Federal Gov­
ernment were being poured into that tiny 
place. The British Virgin Islands were 
administered at a cost of about l 7 to 18/­
per head as compared with £18 to £19 per 
head in the American portion of the Virgin 
Islands. Whether they were getting value 
for their money was another thing. I am 
pretty sure they were not. Yet you could 

see the youth of the British Virgin Islands 
often preferred in the American Colony 
wheu it came to getting jobs. We worked 
out what it would cost the Leeward Islands 
under similar conditions to make their 
system of education somethinr,r compar­
able to that in the American Virgin Islauds. 
It meant raising tlie expenditure from 10 
per cent. of the normal recurrent expendi­
ture to 35 per cent., and I have no doubt 
that the same thing applies here. 

I£ you want to raise your present system 
of education to a proper standard, abolish 
all the faults that exist now-poor buildings, 
crowded classe,, poorly paid teache1·s, 
uncel'lificated teachers aud pupil teachers 
in places they are not fitted for-and have 
all tt'achers properly trained and remuner-­
ated, and classes of proper size it will cost 
you 2½ million dollars a year. Can we 
in any conceivable future face that? 1'hat is 
the question we are up against, and that is 
the question which has been referred by 
Sir Frank Stockdale to the Imperial 
Government. He wants an answer to it 
before he can go on with those specific 
recommendations. When he has got that 
answer we will begin to know where we 
are. It envisages permaneut reliance on 
the Imperial Government unless we change 
our system to something which would cost 
less, and personally, I believe, would give 
us a g1·eat deal more. The question "Are 
we getting value for our money? " depends 
a great deal on that. The hon. Member 
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) raised 
another augle. He said we should be 
getting better value for· the money we are 
spending. That, of course, is alrpost 
always ·true, but again I come back to the 
quesl,ion: can we face the necessary 
changes to get that? I personally can sug­
gest all sorts of things, some of which 
would horrify the hon. Member for Berbice 
River. 

I come back to the question with which 
Government is always bombarded. Govern­
ment is there to be shot at because it is in 
power, but there is nothing moi'e mislead­
ing than the allegation that the Govern­
ment of Crown Colonies has for genera­
tions been autocratic and dictatorial. 'To 
my mind it has been the othe1· way 
around-that the Executive Go-vetnment ih 
the Caribbean area has been very much led 
by public opinion or unofticial opinion, 
pal'ticularly in the matte!' of education, 
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Influence has been brought to bear on 
Government to do this or that, or not to 
do this or that, bv severnl classes of the 
community. Tha:t influence has been very 
gL·eat. Take the Churches alone. I 
refer to an Education Board ove1· which 
I presided. I took n special Ofl:icer to 
discuss a certain matter with repre­
sentatives of the three influential Churches. 
One favoured the proposal, one completely 
opposed it, and the other said he did not 
cam so long f�S his Church had freedom 
of choice. The result wus a complete 
stalemate. Had I been tt dictator I should 
have forced it through. 

Another point raised by the N omina­
tcd Member was that we should cut out 
all increases and simply spend on what 
we have been spending. That is logi­
cal, but we come up against the policy of 
His Majesty's Government. They have 
taken the view that in spite of tl,e war 
we have an oblig�tion to go on with 
every kind of social and welfare develop­
ment in the West Indies, and thnt includes 
education. We are expected to go on with 
educational reform and I do not think we 
can stop this expenditure which has been 
forced upon us by va1·ious factors. Need 
we go on damning and deroga·ing om· edu­
cation system so much ? It is full of 
faults, of course, but it has done quite a 
lot of good work. One N omina.ted Mem­
ber pointed out tl1�t many people have 
risen to positions of distinction in this 
Colony and in the West Indies who had 
never darkened the door of a secondarv 
school. I do not know why he used th/t 
phrase because I ha,;e met a number of 
per$'bns whose only education has been that 
of a primary schoolboy, and I think we 
should recognize that with all its faults our 
education system has served us pretty well 
and produced ,;ery good results, 

Why should we damn the schoolmasters 
so much? I think a schoolmaster's job is 
about the hardest there is. lt is a very 
hard job, poorly paid, and it must be a 
great mental strain on them to keep going. 
They ha,;e only had a primary education 
and yet they go on qualifying themselves 
and making themselves bette1· in many 
ways than Government cleL'ks make any 
attempt to do. I hope they may be better 
remunerated, and 1 will close by quoting 
what has been �wid by II famous school­
master in my own country, Major-General 

Beith, who wrote in one of his books that 
the teaching profession was perhaps the 
worst paid and yet the greatest rewa1·ded 
in the world. 

Mr. LE\£: I would like to- find out 
whether Members cannot be supplied wi1h 
copies of lVlr. Hammond's report in orde1· 
to be able to study it before Sir Frank 
Stockdale anives. 

Tim CHAIRMAN : I would like to read 
it first and I shall have to consult Sir 
Frank t:itockdale's views a� to the way in 
which I should put it before the Council. 
I now put the question, that the following 
sub-it cm be inserted in the estimate:-

"d. Second Inspector of Schools­
($ l, 920 X $120-$2,400)--$1,920." 

Mr. B.UMPHH.YS: I am opposing the 
insertion of that item on the ground that 
I m.a.intain that while the war is on, or at 
any ra.te until Sir Frank Stockdale's report 
has been fully considered, we should not 
increase t.his vote by a dollar unless we 
caunot possibly help it. Such things like 
salaries and increments we know must be · 
p1·ovided, but this is a new item. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I too am opposed to 
any new item. I do not think it is neces­
sary at this stage when there is so much 
talk about reform. If we have been doing 
without an Inspecto1· all this time we cao 
do without him now. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: Sir, I think you will 
find that Members on this side of the table 
will oppose any new posts, for the time 
being at any rate. I respectfully submit 
thar, the creation of new posts in this 
J Jepartmfnt might be deferred until the 
whole position is examined. If we are 
going to ha,;e reform it is going to be very 
long before that takes place, and for that 
reason the creation of new posts might 
be deferred. I refer, for instance, to item 
"k"-3 Junio1· Attendance Officers ($450 
to $600 by $30), $1,350. 

Mr. GONSALVES: We have hea1•d 
critioisms as reg:1rds children not attend­
ing school, and that nothing is done either 
by the Depa1·tment or by Govel'Dment in 
order to get those child1•en into the schools. 
It is proposed under item " k," which has 
been referred to by the hon. Member, to 
appoint three Junior Attendance Officers 
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in order to get those children into the 
ischools. If that is so anci more children 
are anticipated to attend school it must 
necessarily follow that we will need an 
i1ddi1 ion to the Inspectorate. On the 
gl'ound of consistency I cannot sec how 
this Council can say in one brenth that 
the Department is not doing enou2h to get 
childl'en into school and in anothel' oppose 
tl1e appointment of an Inspectol' of Schools. 
1 think one muRt go with the other. 

M1:. DEAGUIAR: ·wn are agreud tlmt 
childl'en Rhould attend school, but we also 
ngree that at the present time the 
accomroo<latio11 is not sutliciont. Are we 
thcrefol'e going to whip chil<lrcn to school 
and when they get there we put them 
under a tl'ee? It seems to me tlrn.t is 
what we arc going to do. We admit that 
we have no accommodation and no equip­
ment. That is the fault in this country. 
·we always start at the wrong end of the
stick. vVe arc going to create posts when
we have not the accommodation and
equipment in the schools.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to 
know whethn- this Department, which 
Government is now n.ttempting to 
strengthen by the creation of no"· appoint­
ments, cannot he reinforcer] by the 
return of the Head of the Pepartment to 
his pest. I feel and I think mo;;t Member�, 
including Official ,VIembers, feel that it i� 
nnt necessary to lmve tho Dil'Cctor of 
Ecluc11,tion as Chief Ce11xo1·. 'J he1·0 a.re 
other Government officers who arc verv 
well paid and harn very little to c1;. 
There is a competent officer drawing a fairly 
la1·ge saln,ry who should be made Chief 
Cmisor. \Va.H the Director of Education 
appointecl Chief Censor because he ca.n 
rea.<l and write Letter thnn any other 
Government oflicial '? In view of the 
l'CCOrnmendations that mn.y be made hy 
Hir Frank 8tock<lalc• L am asking Go,·ern -
ment lo consider whether it should not bo 
arranged thn.t the Director of Education 
should retul'IJ to his Department. I am 
not saying anything against tlw prnsent 
acLing Director. This is his first appear­
ance in this Council :u1d he has conducted 
himself with admirable precision and 
given us a dissertation on some of the 
problems of education. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I made some pro .. 
:posal ,tlJout a fortnighL ngo hut it has not 

so far been accepted by the people to whom 
I made it. I am prepared to consider the 
matter again. As an alternative to using 
some other officer who is available it was 
sugges�d to me that we should employ an 
expert Censor from the Impe1·ial Censor­
&hip f'epa.rtment. Of course that means 
pay. That is as far as the discussion has 
reached between myself, the Chief Censor 
and others. Have you any other 11,lterna­
tive? I "·ould he glad to hear it. 

Mr. WIGHT: I was waiting for the 
hint. I would liko to know, for instance, 
how some of the officers of the Forest1•v 
Department occupy their time? 

Trrn CHAIRMAN : Bring it up some 
other time. 

Mr. JACOB: I am afraid I cannot 
n.gree with the hon. Members on that side
of the table. I think it is absolutely
necessary to have an additional Inspector
and to have these three Junior A ttendanee
Officers. I a.in wholly in favour of the
voto and I think the majority of the Mem­
bers on this side of the table are in favour
of it. I cannot understand the argument
on the other side at all. I think it is the
idea of certain Members-

Mr. ELEAZAR.: l move that the 
motion be now put. ·we have spent two 
days di.BcusRiug it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let the hon. Mem. 
ber finish what ho has to say. 

Mr. JACOB : I have taken up a consis­
tent line with this Department during the 
last six years, and I have blamed the 
Education Committee and blamed them 
very strongly for the attitude they adopted 
in the past. The hon. Member for Ber­
bice River (Mr. Eleaznr) is a member of 
tlw Educa.tion Committee, and complaints 
have been pouring in on the Corumittee in 
regard to lack . of supervision, and of the 
small number of Attendance Officers, etc. 
Whilst it is true, generally speaking, that 
there is lack of accommodation and equip­
ment it is not wholly so. There are cer­
tain schools which can take more children 
and there are certain schools which have 
suflicieut equipment. The statement has 
been made that it was not possible for an 
Inspector to visit the schools in my con­
stituency in 1939 and 1941, but even if he 
went there in September, 1941, I do not 

,j 



1 . 

- � _ .. 

319 Estimates, 1942 17 DECEMBER, i941. -Committee 320

think one inspection was sufficient. We 
were told here definitely that those schools 
were not inspected. I am not in favour of 
paying teachers and not seeing that they 
perform their duties properly. 

It was a lack of foresight on the part of 
the Administration in the past in reducing 
the number of Attendance Officers, and 
now the suggestion has been made to 
increase the numbet· I am really surprised 
to know thnt hon. Members are uot, in 
favour of it. \Vhen the vote for secondary 
education comes up I will see what certain 
Members will do. I am inclined to think 
like them that the vote for secondary 
education should be reduced, but I am sure 
they will not support that view. I feel 
that more should be done and that the, e 
should be no check to the progress of 
primary education. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I would like to 
hear from the Director of Education 
whether l;he Attendance Officers are 
instructed by the nepartment to enforce 
the system by persunsiun or by compul­
sion. 

Mr. OGLE: The ouestion is rather a 
difficult one to 1mswe;, because actually the 
Attendance Officers do not attempt to use 
force-at ariy rate not physical force. The 
general practice of the Attendance Of:licrrs 
is always to try to persuade parents to 
send their children to �chool rather than 
force them to do so. For instance the 
actual procedure in the case of children 
who are not sent to sr.hool is to send a 
warning notice to the parent 1111d not ia,ke 
any action iu the Courts unt ii no notice iK 
taken of that first warning. 

Mr. WIGHT: I do not know h .w 
that coincides with what some of us lmow 
-the number of orders which are made iu 
the Magistrate's Courts throughout the
Colony. In fact I have had the experience
ruyself of having to sign quite a number of
orders cm parents, and occiis onally an
attempt is roitde to enforce them. The
Magistrate i8 in a qurmdary to decide what
to do between the Educ11tion De11 artment
and enforcing a penalty on people who are
little able to pay the money.

Mr. JACKSON: The Members on the 
opposite :side of tire table are labouriug 
1,mder l\ dclu�ion, The item fo1• the now 

Inspectot• of Schools has not been int 1·0-· 
duced in order to implement any findings 
that may be made by Sir Frank Stockdale. 
It is put there to meet a clear necessity 
that has been existing for some time, nnd 
j think we would be putting the clock back 
if we allowed what has been g-:>ing on to 
continue. I support the item 11nd I be­
lieve all reasonable Members of this Coun­
cil will support it. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am asking Govern­
ment to defer consideration of this item 
f11l' three months, Ly which time Si1· Frank 
Stockdale will be iu the Colony. If we 
have been doing without a Second Inspec­
tor of Schools for SE>vero.l years I do 11ot 
thiuk three mouths will maka the slightest 
differen0e. It has been suggested that Sit­
Frank Stockdale might alter the whole basis 
of our education system. If that is �o, we 
may require very much mo; e than this ot· 
very much less, nod it wouU be a pity if 
we vote certain expenditure whirh may not 
be neces<ary. If Sir Frank Stockdale 
advises that this appointment is necessa·y 
I am quite certain that tbe vole will be 
unanimous. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Here is a relevant 
note by Mr. Ham mood who is supported 
by Sir Frank Stock.Jalc :-

"I feel restricted in advising on this matter 
in that permanent increase of general o.druinis· 
trative staff cannot be aided under the Uoloninl 
Development e.nd Welfare Act and must 
therefore le.II on the resources of the Gove, n­
ment itselr. But I can te�tify from personal 
observation t-hat the schools Jack supervision, 
and that the admiuistratiou is 11ncluly centralized 
in Georgetown. In efrecr. (a!Lbough the Assist­
ant Director hns s!so the title of Chief Juspe<·· 
tur) the Depanment has but one Inspector sud 
one Assistant Inspector for tl,e whole Colony, 
and inspection of one day only, once a year or 
at even longer inten-e.ls, is as mncb as most 
schools can expect. This is not enough for 

proper control, much less for tbe aidiug of the 
under-qualified teachers who number more 
than ball the teacliing force. The Director 
and Assistant Director appear to be cbaiued Lo 
Georgetown by the centralization of correspon· 
dence." 

That is in support of the appuintmenL 
of an extra Inspector, so that I do not 
think any changes in policy recommended 
in March would affecL the position as it is 
now. The need exists at tlrn moment. I 
am .quite willing to make it a completely 
open vote so for as the OJhcial Members 
are concc, ned, and I would be prepa.red to 
lmvc u !.t1eetiog with Mombere uefon.: wo 
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proceed to make the appointment. It has 
been put on the estimate after careful 
consideration and approval by the Execu­
tive Council. 

The Committee divided on the amend­
ment and voted :-

For-� essrs. C. V. ·wight, lee, Jackson, 
Jacob, Gonsalves, Percy C. Wight, Ogle, 
Case, Laing, Austin, Seaford, Mc Dnvid, 
Woolford, Dias, Dr. Singh, Or. Maclennan, 
the Attorney-Genernl and the Colonial 
Secrnt1try. •-18. 

Against-VJ essrs. Mackey, Humphrys, 
Per.r Bacchus, DeAgui�r and Elearn.r-5 

Amendmeut carried. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Tbe Director's 
minute was that there is a most urgent 
need for an Inspector in Berbice. He is 
in accord with the observations made by 
Mr. Hammond. 

Sub-item k, relettered 1-3 Junior 
Attendance Officers ($450 to $600 by $30) 
-$1,350. 

l\'Ir. ELE �ZAR: What is the business 
of these officers ? I understand that an 
Attendance Officer goes to a school aud 
gets the names of the children who are not 
attending school. He summons the parents 
and they appear before the Magistrate. 
Incidentally he may find a boy knocking 
about who should be in school. Children 
are not admitted in school until they are 
six years, and it's no fault of the otlicers 
that children do not go to school, nor is 
it because there are too few Attendance 
Officers. Would it improve the situation 
if there were 30 officl:lrs? 

l\Ir. SEAFORD: Will the Director of 
Education tell the Council why there is 
necessity for the appointment of three 
Attendance Officers? 

Mr. OGLE: An addition to the number 
of Attendance Officers was approved because 
it is anticipated that there will be accom­
modation in the schools for all the children 
of school age in British Guiana., but it takes 
quite a'long time for an Attendance Officer 
to get accustomed to his job. It is not 
quite correct, for instance, to say that he 
never goes to the schools but occasionally 
picks up a boy in the street. There are 
homm•llo•hOl\50 visitll to br.; tnilda, u.nd there 

is a certain definitely laid down procedure 
which must be followed. The whole thing 
must be learned as a new kind of job. It 
is proposed to make the three appointments 
from the beginning of next year in order 
that when the e:xtrn accommodation is 
provided we shall have at least some 
Attendance Officers to try to bring the 
children in, not necessarily by force but 
by visiting the parents of those children. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: It seems to me that 
we are geLLiug somewhere now. I suppose 
the next proposal will be that we should set 
up a Department to train these Attendance 
Officers so that they can go out and perform 
the duties expected of them. So far as I 
am concerned I formally move the deletion 
of the item. I wanted to ask the question 
whether, in view of what has just been 
passed by the Council, there is any 
necessity for item "i "? 

ML OGLE: Item" i "is the remnneration 
of the Acting Assistant Inspector of 
Schools. In 194.0, when the present 
arrangement in regard to the Direc:tor of 
Education wns made, there were only two 
Inspectors visiting the schools. In 1941 an 
Acting Assistant Inspector was appointed 
from among the head teachers of the Col­
ony, and that made three Iaspectors, The 
proposed additional Inspector will make 
the fourth, and I subroit that even that is 
the absolute minimum of Inspectors the1·e 
should bo for the number of schools and 
the circumstances of the Colony. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It is evident that 
some of these appointments are in co11se­
q uence of the fact that the Director of 
EJucation is not nt h:s post. I do not 
know whether he actually did any work as 
Director of Education while he was Chief 
Censor. I presume he has gone on leave. 
I am tempted to move thnt tlie Education 
v .. te l::e referred to a Committee composed 
of Electe<l Members of this Council. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Member for Centrnl DemerariL (Mr. 
De.Aguiar) asked whether it would be nec­
essary to appoint someone to train these 
officers. I would like to �·efer him to page 
5 of the memornndu10 wh10h wa� prepared 
in the Secretarint. I think we should 
cease to prepare it because nobody reads 
it. When we appoint Attendance Officers 
they mo1·c 01• le�a kuow tlio duties tlwy 
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have to perform. I should like to refer 
to two paragraphs of the memorandum 
because they should help Members to rea­
lize that Government is not a.sking for 
something it has not had. The memoran­
dum states :-

" In 1925 there were 9 Attendnnce Officers; 
there are now 3. The number has been reduced 
from time to time on gronuds of economy." 

'' Two of these otlicers are stationed in ueorge­
towu and one in New Amsterdam. Tne number 
of children attending sehool is 55,000-a nnm­
ber who should attend do noL do so, It is a 
physical ir:ipossibility for three ollicers Lo see 
Lbat children thronghont the Colony attend 
school, Provision has therefore been made for 
Lhree additional officers to permit of ench 
Connty having what is considered to be the 
minimum nnmber of Attendance Otlicet·s." 

Mr, SEAFORD: What the Council is 
saying is that this is n time when we 
�hould economize more than at any other 
time. I do not remember seeing on the 
Estiwates any provision for new school� 
or extension of existing schools. 

TnE CH.AIRMAN: 'l'he hon. Member 
has read my Address to the Council at the 
opening of this session in which I stated 
that Sir Frank Stockdale has proposed an 
expenditure of $100,000 per annum for five 
years to rehabilitate existing schools. 

Mr. SEA.FORD: But when does that 
start, sir'/ 

THE CHAIRMAN: I cannot tell you. 

Mr. SEA.FORD: It may not be for a 
con�iderable time. There is a great short­
a.ge of skilled labour and a shortage of 
nrntel'i:ils, aod it will be :i very long time 
before we can stal't with the building of 
additional schools. 1 thi11k this is an 
itein we should defer. 

Mr. JACOB: I am insisting that this 
item be passed. (lnughter). l lrnpC\ Gov­
ernment is not going to back down, because 
I think it is absolutely neces�ary to have 
Attendance Officers. If I related my ex­
perience here it would take quite a long 
time. I think certain hon. Members are 
quite familiar with my experience in regard 
to attendance at school,and the interest aud 
the census I took of children not at tending 
school. I pleaded yee.r after year that tho 
number of Attendance Officers should be 
increased. Now that I hope to see some im­
provem�nt I find some of my brother 
Elected Members opposed to thi� addition, 

In 1925, as stated in the explanatory 
memorandum, there were nine Attendance 
Officers but. now there are only three. Is 
it the intention of certain Elected Members 
of this Council to keep 30 per cent. of the 
children out of school perpetua.lly? There 
has been a feeling in the past, and it is still 
there, particularly a.mon�st Indians, th11� 
it is not necessarv to send their children 
to school. Why. they ask, should we send 
our girl� to school? I think it is nec­
essary that Government should take the 
inith�tive am! appoiut Lhese of.licers. I sug­
gest Lhat the right typo of officers should 
be appointe I-officers who will persuade 
people to send theiL· children to school. 
I admit that there is :i lack of a.c­
curomodation in certa.in places, but 
the Officers sh,mld be stationt,d where 
there is accommodatiou. I support the 
view, too, that iu addition to the Atteud­
ance OffitJers the Director of E<lucation 
should be relieved of the post of Chief 
Censor in order that there shoul<l be 
bcttet· supet·visiou. There has been laxity 
in the supervision of education in the 
Colony. 

I feel sure that the item will be passed. 
It is no use keeping the people of the 
country illitora.te. That seems to 1oe to 
be tho policy of certain hon. Member,; 
here. The hon. Member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleaza.r), has been 011 the Education 
Committee and I am a�lonisheri nt the 
attitude adopted by him this morniug. 

Mr. ELEA.ZA R : I cannot force a hnrse 
to eat grass OL' drink water. Ain I tn get 
n policeman to forco pe ,pie to send tlioir 
childreu to school? 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: The hon Member 
was uot present when Your Excellency 
visited iL school iu a certain district and 
showed consternation at tile attendiLnce. 
Your Excellency knows the experience you 
got when you asked the h,-,admastel' 
" Where is the balance of the tJhildren '?" 
J hope when the Attendance Officer resorts 
to the Court in order to tJompcl parents to 
send their children t,, school the hon. 
Member will go to that di�trict and repre­
sent the officer in the prosecution of his 
duty. W"' talk about persu11.sio11, but how 
is compulsory education to be enforced but 
by an order of tho Court? The hon. Mem­
ber glibly suggests that other Member� 
have no ca.re for the cduoation of th�• chi\-
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dren, but I would a�k him to siLy if he 
thinks that members of his race who fail to 
send their children to school on the per•• 
suasion of the Attendance Officer should be 
compelled to do so by a blue paper from 
the Magistrate'!! Court? 

iVIr. JACOB: I make the definite state­
ment that if a parent refuses to seud his 
child to school he should be fined and, if 
necessary, put in prison for a few days. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : The 1100. Member 
fot· Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) 
invited the Director of Education to sa,y 
whether the Attendance Officers carry out 
their duty by force or by persuasion. I 
understood the Director to have some 
difficulty in answering the question. I 
think I can answet· it. There tire two 
classes of school children. There a.re those 
who have never attended a school at all but 
who have reached school-going age, and 
there are others who do not attend school 
in compliance with the Code. One must 
know the Code to understand what tha.t 
means. It requires that every child should 
attend a minimum 1mmber of sessions dur­
ing a term. In Georgetown I think it is 
30 and in the country 35, or vice versa.
My mixed feelings are caused by the obvi­
ous neglect of parents in this Colony to do 
their duty to their children. Here is a 
system which pr,>vides free edtH.:ation, but 
it is also made compulsory, aud the only 
parents I feel sorry for are those who 
really cannot afford to clothe their children 
properly. By tlHLt I mean providing th�m 
with clothes anrl shoes. ThP.re is a large 
number of p11rents in that P"sition and 1 
have had experience of that in the Courts 
where I have seen 150 persons lined up. 
In almost every case the Magistrate hiLs 
been unable to do otherwise than comply 
with the Jaw which says that a parent 
must have some lawful excuse fo1· not 
sendin� his chilu to school. If a parent 
can offer a htwful excuse to a Magistrate 
he would not wake an order, hut it is very 
difficult for a Magistrate to determine 
what is a lawful excuse where a child 
has never been sent t<> school at all. 

There are other cases where a child lms 
failed to attend the minimum number of 
sessions, and that is whero the problem 
comes io. It ii:! inconsistent lo say tltn.t 
you support the system of compulsory 
education and not provide the Attendance 

Officers, because it is the compulsory 
clause of the Ordinance tlmt the A tteud­
ance Officers enforce. Au Attendauce 
Olticer should be famili,Lr with his district. 
He must have a keen sense of observation, 
and usuallv bas been a schoolmaster or an 
ex-police�an. He more or le�s knows 
those children who do not go to school and 
me.ets them every day in the village. He 
goes to the school :1nd finds out huw many 
sessions a child has a tter.-led, and ii: he 
has attended no session a.ta.IL he goes to the 
parent. The parent says : "I have 
not been educated. I want iny chiltl 
to go to the shop and buy for rue in the 
mornin�, or to go to the well fot· a bucket 
of water." Iu other words the parent is 
using the child for sel'vice at home and 
relies upon being able to send the child 
to school iu the afternoon. In the after­
noon the l'ain falls or something happen•, 
and the child does not go to school at all. 

There must be some means of enforciug 
the compulsory clause, and 1 do ask that 
the vote be carried if we are to continue 
the system which, after all, mt.y be right. 
It ha,s n ,thing to do with the Comptroller. 
I r.m sure he is not going to say that somo 
regularity of attendance should not be 
enforced. What we have to do is to 
impl'ess upon parents the nocessity of send­
ing their children to school. Each one of 
us should in our own constitueucy make 
au appeal to the people to do so. They 
do not seem to recognize the ueccssity for 
it. Tltere are two classes of parents as 
well as there are two classes of childreu. 
'l'here is the parent wlio takes the view 
that he  does not fiud it necessary to send 
his child to school, and another who say� 
h'3 cannot affol'<l ir. I am in great sympathy 
with tlie la.ttet·. There is also the parent 
who suffers from false pride and is not 
prepared to send his child to school unless 
he c,•n prevent it frutu b: ing ridiculed. 
\Ve are not concerned with that; we are 
concerned with the enforcement uf the law 
and the betLerwent of the pupil who some 
day becomes a citizen. 

li'fr. LEE: I have travelled throughout 
the Colouy and I have found no parent 
who does not like to send his child to 
St;hool. Parents arc always willing to send 
their cbiltlren Lu school. I know that ti; 

a fact. Some say they cannot afford to 
clo · he theil' children, but 1,!1-1.t is a difler­
ent tl.iiog from not wanting to eend their 
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children to school. It is on account of 
their falsfl pride, as the hon. Me•n ber says. 
i know of certain parents who have to go 
to work eady in the morning and give 
instructions to their children to go tn 
school, hut the children do not go. That 
is where the Attendance Officers will come 
in; they would be able to rut1,ke surprise 
visits. I can assure the Council that 
paren ls are afraid of that blue paper that 
comes from the Ma!i;istra tc's Court. Ju 
my opinion then, ::should be more Attend­
ance Officers. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I must correct the 
hon. Member. He said he has not come 
ac1·os� a parent who does not wish to send 
his child to school. He has a lot tu Ie,rn. 
]?or many years members of the E ,st 
Indian community would not send their 
children to s<:hool. Has he never heard of 
child labour? Hasn't this Government 
passed Regulations pr,,hibiting the employ­
ment of children under a certain age? I 
wish that the hou. Mnnbcr \vill have so·ne 
grnuud upou which to correct me. 

Mr. JACOB: I would say to the hon. 
Member for New AmKterdam (11'.h . \Vool­
ford) Lhat he has been talkiog about the 
dim past. I have done qu;te a consider­
able ,imount of work a,nong the lower 
clas!\e.; of people and I have uot found a 
singhi iodivioual who told me " I do not 
like to send my child to 8Chool," either 
among my own race or in other races. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I never made the 
statement that t,here was to be found un 
individual who did not like to send his 
child to school; I spoke of individuals who 
did not do so, and I gave reasons for it­
reasons giveu in the ::Vlagisirate's Court by 
the pareuts themselves. It is not that 
they do not like to but they ,1lways had 
some arricre pensee for uoL doing it, 

Mr. JACOB: Then we 11gree t,hat every 
pa.rent likes to send his children to scho1;l. 
We say that to ere should be Attendance 
Officers to enforce the laws that a· e in 
exi-tence in the Colony. I think every 
legal l\ieml.Jer of this Council will agree 
that those la\, s should be enforced, and I 
urge on Government bo enforce the com­
pulsory section of the Ordinance. I would 
not be afraid to say that to any individual, 
whe1her he is a vute1· or Jives in my 
constituency or in any other part of the 

Colony. I have always maintained that 
all the l:egulations governing the attend­
ance of children at school should be 
enforced. Parents should be put in jail 
for fi ,,e or rnven days fo1· refusing or neglec­
ting to send their children to school. I 
feel very strongly about it. When Lhat is 
dune we will find the Colony advancing 
very rapidly. 

Mr. JACKSON: I have not toured the 
country and held political meetiogs hut I 
have been in a school-roo·.n for the greater 
part of my life. I know as a matte1· of 
fact that there are numbers of parents who 
will nut send their children to school if 
you do not compel them. I say so with­
out fear of contradiction. I hwe boen my 
own Attendance Officer in my school for a 
long number of years, and T still visit 
sd1ools and know that there are children 
in my own district whose par�nts have to 
be persuaded to send their children to 
school. The need for Adtlitional Atteud­
anr.e Ofticers i-, evident. 'l'he Education 
Corumittee conkidered the matter very 
carefully and l do not think Government 
would be doing the bP.st thin� if this item 
is not pressed. I am p•>sitive th,1t there 
i� the necessity. I would not come here 
and say there is if there was not. I 
sincerely trust that the itero will be passed, 
and I am quite sure that an increase in the 
percentage of attendance wiil ensue. 

Dr. SINGH: The argument seems to 
cut both ways. I hnppened to be present 
11.t a Pat·ents' Day meeting held recently at 
Windsor Forest and I was surprised at the 
smalluess of the school. There were i;o 
mauy children that the school could not 
accommodate them. I had a chat with 
llOme of the parents who said they were 
quite willing to send their children to 
school but h was leaking too much. There 
is need for more :iccommodation in the 
schools and I agree that children of school­
going age should be made to go to school. 
There is a good deal of talk about the East 
Indian commuuity. In the past they used 
their children to augment their earnings, 
but now they are wise1· and m�ke every 
effort to �end their children to school. 

Mr. GONSAL YES : Your Excellency 
announced that additional Inspectors of 
Schools are required in order that one 
should be stationed in Berbice. I 
thought after that _was settled we would 
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have got the votes of the Members for 
Berbice. Y out· Excellency has not said 
whethet· any of the Attendance Officers 
al'e going tu Berbice, but I am sure that 
if you said that you would win the vc,tes 
uf two Members on the other side of the 
tabli,. On the Education Committee 
the-:e are three Elected Members "nd une 
Nomioa.ted Member of thi� Council. One 
of the Elected Members happens to be a 
Member of the Executive Council. 
Another is the hon. Member for Berbice 
River (Mr. Eleazar), and there is aho the 
hou. Mr. Jackson, a retirod schoolmnste1· 
whose expet·ience and knowledge is always 
of very grettt a�sistance on the Cotnmittee. 
These two items which lmve been under 
discussion have been largely due to the 
a.dvice given uy those Members. 

I am not concerned a>< to what class or 
race of children are going.to be ru:tde to 
go to school. The question is one of 
principle. One of the excuses m:1.de for 
children n0t g<>ing to school is that they 
have not got clothes, but since there is a 
new order of dres,, it seems to me that the 
order of dress for school children might 
be modified to some extent so that the 
excuRe of lack of clothing might no longer 
be put fot·N1u·ci. It is necessary to have 
moro Attendance Officer� if the Education 
Department and the Education Com­
mittee are to be assisted. 

M1·. DEAGUIAR: I Lhink two l\fomliers 
who spoke 11gaiost the amendment rath�r 
supported the point I made that the nece,s­
ity does 11ot arise at the present time for 
three new Attendance Otli�ers. \Ve have 
it from the lips of the hon. l\'1 ember who 
said he was a schoolmaster, that in his 
day he was J,is own Attendance Officer, 
and I respectfull_y submit that he achieved 
very good rPsu!ts. \Ve know tl,at when 
he was a head teache1· in his district he 
gave very good service, an<l I know then' 
are other head teachers who <lo the same 
thing by persuasion instirnd of by compul­
sion. Am I to understand that this Coun­
cil is going tfJ do something to make 
criminals of people just because they h,we 
not sent their children to sdwol? �re 
111icrht ha,·e an Attendance Officer to su­
pe;7vise, but to have a staff of Attea<lance 
Utl'ict11·s to g,, around the districts with 
whipij ;i.nd blue papers to mako children go 
w school is a wrong thing I submit. I shud­
de·· to thin!, wh·1t would hapren if G1Jver11-

mcnt had to create posts in order to en­
force a number of Ordinances passed in 
this Council-legislation which, in my 
opinion, needs more or at least equal super­
vision in orde1· to put it into effect. I 
refer to legislation dealing with medical 
and social services and revenue, which can-
11ot be p,.opedy enforced owing to the lack 
of supervision. I say that perhaps the ex­
istence of an Attendance Officer to super­
vise the attendance of child!'en generally 
might be advis:ible. I mo•e that the item 
be caniecl out at $480 because I do uut want 
to do_ an injustice to the existing officer. 

THi>. COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would ask the hon. Member to read the 
note 011 the right hand page opposite items 
"g." and "h ". The position is that in 
1941 there were two Attendance Officers 
under "h "-one at $570 to $720 and the 
other at $450 to $600. There was a thirrl 
lower duwn under " l " at $288 to $480. 
It is proposed in 1 he new estimates that 
the,·e should be a Chief Attencl•nce Officer, 
two 8enio,. Attendance Officers, who are 
now in the Service, nnd three new office1·s. 

Mr. DEAGUL�R: My original ameud­
mect stands after that explanation. As 
regards item " i" I du not thiuk the reply 
of the Director can be re:,:anied as sa1i,;­
factory. I :;till do not know what i� guing 
to happen now with 1he vote, having regard 
to the fact that we hnve appointed a per­
mnnent Second lospect.or of School�. Am 
I to understand that it is for the purpo.se 
of Rubstitution for auy of th·• ollicet·s who 
mfly he ill or absent on lea"o? Thar. might 
have been a more reasonable ex planatiou. 

At this stage the Council resumed and 
adjourned fur the luncheon rt-cess uutil 2 
p.01. 

2 p.ro. 

The Council resumerl, Mr. Walcott 
being p,.eseut, ,u,cl resolving itself into 
Committee resumed discussion on the 
item-a Junior Attenclauce OtiicerQ­
$1,350. 

i\fr. DEAGUIAR: Wheu tl,e Com-
mittee adjourned I wa� dealing with some 
of the points raised by the h"u. �iemher;; 
against the ameudm,·n r. that I havd put 
fonviu-d. The hem. Colonial Secretary 
t·efen, d lo his explanato·y mem<,r1:111dum. 
I wi�h to atisure him that I tin rfl.irl his 

I 
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memoranda with a great <leal of interest. 
Perhaps I might inform him that some­
times 1 get such useful information in 
those memoranda that I can speak in this 
Council sensibly. Perhaps that remarlc 
can apply to other Members who have not 
the tirne and desire to read his memoranda. · 
His reference to wl1at took place in 1925 
when there were 9 Attendance Officers is 
no reason, I sub.-.1it, to appoint 3 more 
to-day. If what we have heard is correct 
that iu time\! pa�t certain sections of the 
commui,ity preferred to augment their 
income by sending thcit· children out to 
work ral her Lha11 to school and the 
necessity existed to have these Attend,rnce 
Officers so as to compel those parents to 
send their children to school, in 1925 we 
needed possibly 20 Attendance Officers 
but nevertl1eless the Council thought in 
their wisd<Hu that nine wern sufficient I 
accept iu good spirit their wisdom i� ap­
pointing nine for the purpose, but we have 
been told here that the people are now 
alive to the need of educating their 
children. It seems that this Gove1·nmeot 
de .. i,·es to assi�t them fur�her by making it 
legal to send Lbose children to school 
under penalties and by appointing Attend­
ance Officers t ·> carry out that statutory 
obligntiun. 'l'ha.t type of parent referred to 
by the hon. Member for Now Amsterdam 
no longer exists. With regard to the point 
raised by the ho 11. Member, Mr. Jackson, 1 
a�ree with him as to the influence of a good 
Head Teachel' in a village. The hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam said there is a type uf 
parent whose children do not attend school 
regularly. There are such children in a 
vilh1gewhere there is a good Head Teacher, 
and when his salary depends on the aver­
age attendance of bis school it is in his in­
terest to see that every child on the regis­
ter attends school regularly. U yr>U look 
at the Codo yuu woulcl sP.e at page 10 
various grades of salaries of those teachers. 
I �ubroit that in the village unles8 the in­
fluences that we hear about no longer 
ex:is,t t.he Hei,d 'rer1eher, who has alway, been 
a very influential person, does not need the 
a�si�tance of the Court tu get the children 
to attend school regularly. By persm1sive 
measmes the Head 'reacher in the district 
woul<l b.e able tu deal and that sucpessfully 
wi1 h the second type of parent referred to 
by· t.h<' hon. Member for New Amsterdalll. 
There is no don.ht tl1at 1101 hing can be told 
me by Mc,ubers to-dtty which will remove 
the opinion I !_1ave.fotmed and, I submit, it 

is a very sound opinion. The need no 
longer exists for Attendance Officers. Let 
us forget the past. I quote the wo1·ds of 
the hon. Member for North-Western Dis­
trict. This is not the time for us to meet 
this additional expenditure especially a.fter 
we have reduced the 11Umbe1· of otl:icel'S 
from nine on the ground of economy and 
we have a deficit before us of $400,000 to 
face. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Your Excellency does 
not like me to preach from the New Tes­
ta.men t, but I do not know how there can 
be a fulfilment of the ln.w without 1·eferring 
to it. l n my day as a country school­
mastet· we had one District Attendance 
01:licer who did all the work. Later on 
they wanted three, why'! The immediate 
p!·edecessor of the present Oit·ector of Ed­
ucation when he came hRre found that 
eve1·y schoulinaster wu.s himself a Distt·ict 
Attendance Offic1:1r to a certa,io extent. 
He lived in the district, took a.a int.erest in 
the schnol and visited the parents to find 
out why their children were not at school. 
The Director thou�ht the schoolmasters 
had too much in(luence iu the dist l'ict for 
political re 1sons and would take pat·t in 
p11litiual elections, and therefore be was 
going tu break the back of that. He took 
from Dan and sent to Beersheba. I£ you 
travel by trnin ftny day of the week either 
morning or afternoon you would find young 
people going from one place to another 
-teachers from different district� going to 
or from 8Chool situated miles away from
theit· homes. If oue teacher happened to be
Ii ving in the district of his school the
Director endeavoured b senri him some­
where else. Wbat is the alteroati ve? The
people who teach the ehildt·eo have no
iuterest in them and usua,lly have to hurry
when school is over to get back to where
they live by train or some other means,
with the result that we are now called upon 
to put on three additional Attendance
Officers. The schoolmaste!·s were deprived
of wh,1t they used to do in toe past. The
Depa.rtment deliberately did tlia.t. I do
not see why this Council should allow the
Education Department to create this
situation and then call upon us to find
more officers. This mo11.ey can be better
employed iu putting teachers in the schools
which u.re unJerstaffed. Fancy yon have
scho11ls understaffed and you are trying to
put more children in the schools. I like when
I co,ne here to be free nnd f, ank io t-his
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Council, This country has a heternieneous 
population. I am a member of one section 
of the population, and I contend that is 
the only section that has any right to 
special treatment by this Government 
because that is the only community that 
has been brought here against its will. 
Everybody else c,tme here by choice and 
some of them by arrangement that those 
who would like to go back to whet·e they 
came from would be sent back if they did 
not like the country. Let the hon. Member 
for North-Western District (Mr. Jacob) be 
frank and say he is referrin� to members of 
his race who have gone to live in the Bush 
aw,ty from everybody else; let him come 
and tell us that the East · ndian children 
do not want to go to school, the parents 
will not send them, and the Department 
should get these officers to assist in getting 
them in tho schools. I maintain that 2 
per cent. of the children of my people are 
not out of school. The. Dep,irtment has 
brought th11 position to what it is now, 
and then the hon. Member is helping 
011 the Dep:irtment. When he spfaks 
about children of school-going age 
being out of school he means a special 
set of children, aml he should tell 
us. vVe may then sympathize with him 
and do something in the matter. But this 
mouey is oot going t') be well spent. 
Government is impressed that it is its 
duty to increase this vote in this fashinn 
because one Member insists in talking 
abo11t the children not being in schoo l , and 
Government blinds its eyes anrl listens to 
hirn. I have done what I think is my duty. 
I have enli;:htoued Government in the 
matter. These men are not wanted. 

Mr.JACOB: I wish I can follow the 
last two spe11kers. Looking at the report 
of the Director of Education for 1939, in 
Part II on page 1, I notice that the aver­
age attendance was 74.04 pe,. cent. in 1939. 
It was 7 4 per cent. in 1936 •nd 7 4.5 per 
cent. in 1937, and 73.9 pel' cent. in 1938. 
I take it thar. if for no other reason the 
Attendance Officers would justify their 
emplo_ymPnt by increasing the attendance in 
the schools at Lhe present time. I do not 
know if there is any cause for not saying 
th,it the average attendance has increased 
to 80 01· 90 per 0on�. during 1940 or 1941, 
but we lrn.ve it on rec ,rd here that the 
1iverage was ruugl1ly 75 per cent. If the np­
poiutment of two or three additional At­
tendance Officers to cost $870 more would 

increase the percentage of attendance, 
I think it would be money very well spent. 
I cannot understand �ertain hun. Members 
arguing so much on this very small surn of 
money: I think it ought to be admitted 
that in the past when the number of 
Attendance Officers was reduced from nine 
to three it was a retl'Ogrnde step. We 
are now trying to go bat:k to f• re ,sonable 
number. I may be inclinetl to agree that 
nine ,vas a large number. The hon. �[em­
be,. for Essequebo River (J\lfr. Lee) said 
nine is no� a hwge numbet·. If there is 
a difference of opinion as 1·egards the 
number, I do not think there should be 
any difference of opinion �s regards the 
nurnbe1· or five Officers on the Estimates. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon, Member 
has missed one ! 

Mr. .JACOB: If even it is six:, I 
would like mv hon. Fl'iends to take a 
walk not only- in the villages but uther 
places, gather a number of children 
and ask them why they a•e not attend­
ing school. Go dul'ing school hours, 
a� I h,tve done. I have 0alled them 31nd 
encourageu them by giving them sweets 
and then 011quir;ug the reason why they are 
not going to schuol. Iu the majority of 
cases the reason was they had no clothes, 
or their· pai·eot; could not 11fford to give 
them books, or· the distance to school was 
far and thflil' parents had to go away 
to work. There are provisions in the 
Estimate� for books and with the employ­
ment of a few more Attendance Officers 
those children will find themselves in 
the schools. It roa.y b'e al'gued that is not 
the right method of (tpproach. While I 
would agree to some extent that it is not 
the right method, it m11st be 1·emembered 
that this Government had decided at one 
period and had sent !I.round a circular 
discouraging certain people from sending 
their girls to school: Then I subinit some­
thing ought to be done to counteract 
that decision and circular. It may ho pos­
sible to have the number reduced to prnb­
ably one or two in five 01· ten years' time, 
but I maintain it is definitely the right 
step and the 1·ight tbing to do 10 have 
these officers, and I �rust that those hon. 
Members who are so opposed to the addi­
tion of $870 will sec theil' way to with­
dra" their opposition. 

'l'he Attendance Officers help the 
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teachers. I think one hon. Member is of 
the opinion that the teachers require no 
help and ca.n themselves look after the 
attendance of their pupils. While some 
teachers do that, iu certain parts of the 
Colony it is not possible for them to do 
so, and the hon. Member for Berbice 
River (Mr. Eleazar) has given a reason­
the teachers live some distance from the 
schools and have to travel by train and 
othe1· means to get there. 'I'lrn.t is a very 
good reason, I submit, why we sho11ld hllve 
Attendance Officers to go from house to 
house aud encourage thos; people, who were 
discouraged ic. tlle past, to sen,l their 
children to school. I am inclined to n.gree 
that item (i)-" Hemuneration to Officers 
acting as Tempot·ary Assistant Inspectors 
of Schools," $360-may be deleted, but as 
regards item (k)-" 3 Ju11ior Attendance 
Officers"-I suggest that thos.i hon. Mem­
bern who are opposed to it withdraw 
their opposition aud be satisfied with the 
$360 coming off the Estin,ates. Furthe,· 
with the Director relinquishing the dutie� 
of Chief Censor and resuming his sub­
stantive post and with the additional 
Inspector, the Inspectorate will be so 
strengt-heued that l see no reason why the 
D�puty Director or the Director cannot go 
around and visit the schools. It will do 
them a great deal of good and it will 
encourage the teachers and Inspectors to 
give better service. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: There has been 
considerable debate on this question, and 
I now move that the question be put. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The1·e hns been con­
siderable difference of opinions expressed. 
I propose to put the question, accepting 
items (a) to (i) and t:i.king the amendment 
for the deletion of item (k). 

Question "That sub-item (k) as relet­
tered (l) stand as printed in the Estilllate" 
put, and the Committee divided. The 
voting was as follows :-

Fo1· :-Messrs. C. V. Wight, Lee, 
Jnckson, Jacob, Gonsalves, Ogle, Austin, 
Mc Do.vid, Woolford, Dr. Mac.:lennan, the 
Attorney-General, the Colonial Secretary 
-12.

Against :-Messrs. Humphrys, Walcott,
Peer Bacchus, DeAguiar Eleazar Percy 0. 
Wight, Case, eeaford, Dias-9. 

Item pa�sed as printP,d in the Estimate. 

THE CH,URMAN: 1 would like to say 
that there are no appointments to be made 
except on specific reference to me, and I 
would take further advice on the points 
raised. 

Sub-Head l p!\sse-1 as amended. 

Sub-Head 2 -Transport and Travelling. 

'IHE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that sub-item (a)-Trnvelling Allnw­
ances, $2,140-be increased by $400 and 
canied out at $2,540 and that sub-item 
(b }-Subsistence Allowances, $859-be in­
creased by $150 and carried out at ij;l,000. 
T11e total will be $3,550 instead of 
$3,000, an increase of $650. This is a 
consequential aruendmeut following tbe ia­
cuase of tit� staff by one A�sistant Iuspec-
1 or. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am opposing this 
additioa and so be consistent with my 
opposition to the appoio tment of the addi­
tiom,l Assistant Inspector, even iE I stand 
alone. 

ML·. DEAGUIAR: I support the hon. 
Member on my right. I am not convincf:d 
that the necessity will exist for the At­
tendance Officers to travel-

'hrn CHAIRMAN: This is in connec­
tion with the Assistant Inspector. 

Mr. OGLE : ( Director of Education, 
Acting): It slso includes the travelling of 
the Attendance Officet·s. The addition is 
for the extrJ. Inspector, 

Mr. DEAGUIAR : I rather suspected 
the Attendance Officers have something to 
do with it. I am looking forward-

THE CHAHUrlAN : They have nothing 
to do with the increase. It is entirely fot· 
the additiomtl Inspector. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The $3,000 down on 
the Estimates allows f,)r the At-tcadance 
Officers 

Mr. OGLE : There is an increase of 
$550 over the previous year's amount. I 
Ju not know if the hon. Membel' has 
noticed that. It provides for the extra 
Attendance Officer�. 
• 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is an increase 
on last year's vote_and includes!! pt·ovision 
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for the increased number of Attendance 
Officers. 

"Mr. DEA.GUIAR: The increase unde1· this 
HE>ad is g,,ing to be $1,108 for travelling. 
If we get two more we would have to pay 
another $1,100. 1 am beginning to get 
very worried as to where it is going to 
end. I am opposed to it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It will not be 
spent without furthe1· reference to me and 
discussion on that particular point.- That 
I guarantee. 

Mr. SEAFORD : In that case that 
extrn money wiil nr,t be spent. 

TBE CHAIRMAN: That money may 
be saved. 

Mr. JACOB: I think I a.gree with the 
hon. Member on the other side that the 
increa�e of $558 ought to be sufficicu t. I 
do uot think that the additional $550 
::1hould be put on. If more money is 
required it can be put 011 a supp,omentary 
estimate. I much prefer to let it remnin 
as it stands at $3,000. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: Is the Director 
prepared to leave it at $3,000? Do that 
and see bow it will work out. 

Mr. OGLE: I am prepared to do s '· 
I think that in the ci1·cumstanccs it may 
work out tha� we may be able to keep 
under $3,000. 

THE CHAIRMAN : 'l'he Council �grecs 
to leave it at $3,000 ! 

TnE OOLONIAL SECRETARY: Tu 
view of what has been said T withdraw the 
suggested amendment. 

Sub-Head 2 passed without ,Lmenriment, 

Sub-Heo,d 11-Primal'y School�-

Item (1) Salaries of 1,292 Teachers. 

Tn& COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move as an amendment to sub-item(})­
Salaries of 1,292 Teachers-Lha t the amouut 
of $438,998 for Aided Schools b9 increased 
by $2,600 to $441,598, and the total pro­
vision $520,227 increased by $2,600 to 
$522,827. This is due to the expected 
number of successes at the Teacliers' Cer­
tificate Ex!\mioation held in July, 1941. 

It is necessary to provide for the payment 
to those teachers obtaining the higher 
certificates. 

Mr. OGLE: The payments are author­
ized under tlie Educ,Ltiou Code. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We cannot take 
exception to that. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

Sub-Head passed as amended. 

Suh-Head 12-Grnnts, $48,279. 

'l'nE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move th,it the sub-item-"Special Build­
ing Grants," $5,000-be increased by 
$1,000 to l!,6,000 and the total provision 
$48,279 incrPased to !f;49,279. This is to 
assist in c'lefrayiog the cost of 1·el>Uilding 
the Graliam'ti Hall Mornvian t:ichool des­
troyed 1,y fire some time ago. If this 
special gr ,nt is made it will be ou condi­
tiou 1.hat ihe new building is insured. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Suh-He,Ld passed ,Ls amended. 

Sub-H cad 17-ChilJren's Breakfast Cen­
tre. 

Mr.JACOB: Provi�ion is made iu the 
Estimates for giving children of the City 
of Georgetown o, mid-day meal. It is 
a very laudable provision but I think 
there is greate1· poverty in certain parts 
of t h.'3 country dis1 ricts, and I urge that 
some provision be made for the country 
districts. I am not going to sugge8t Central 
Demernra or Eastern Demerara, as if I 
did that the ho11. M erubers representing 
those Electoral Divi�ions would be opposed 
to it. I am going to i,uggest We�tern 
l<:ssequP.bo, Essequcbo River and North­
Western District, .because I k:.:ow that in 
some parts of the Colony and particularly 
those pMts I have named tl,e parents are 
finding it extremely diflicult to provide 
not necessarily a shirt and pants but in 
some ca�es they cannot provide the shirt 
even and in some case» no shoes at all. In 
the majority of cases in the country dis­
trict:, the p,Lrcuts can provide no shoes 
wh,;tever. When a parent has to provide 
a.11 Lhese things with books being costly
n"wadays and then to find suitable meals
for the children even ouce a day, I do not
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think it is surprising that some children 
do not get two square mea.ls per daj. I 
think sorne provi8ion ought to be made 
for the children in the country district,� 
particularly in those areas I htwe named. 
'l'hey were once described as Distressed 
Areas, particularly Essequebo. I do not 
think that designation can be removed at 
the moment. I do not think Essequebo 
has passed the distressed stage as yet. I 
,im not pressing it uow, but I do u1·ge on 
Governweut Lo consider carefully and seo 
whether help cannot b� given some of the 
children in Essequebo particularly. So 
far as Demerara and Berbice are concerned 
they are slightly better off. E,sequebo and 
the North-West Dis�1 ict are very badly off. 

The recommendation is made on the�e 
grounds-the parents having to provide 
books and other equipment, c:lothing, etc.; 
residences being very far from the schouls 
-for the provision of mid-day meals for
some of the children. Their residence is
so far from the scl.1001 that it is not possi­
ble for them to go to school in the
morning, return home fo1· their mid­
day meal and go back to school for
the afternoon session. I am making the
recommendation on those grounds and not
on the ground that there is a lot of money
to be spent. It is iu the interest of human­
ity and the interest of the children who
are half-starved. It is being done in
Georgetown where the economic conditions
are better, and it is known that the
economic conditions iu the whole of the
Essequebo County are very bad indeed.

Mr. HUMPHRYS . Arising out of what 
the hon. Member has said I would like 
him to let this Council know whether he 
thinks it is better for the children to be 
half-starved and have education or for 
them to be fed and not have education. 
He has himself saiu they are half-st11-rvcd 
and want all the education iu the world. 
Let them remain half-starved and get ed­
ucation. 

Mr. JACOB: I have never heard such 
illogical argument as that. 

Item 20-Allowances to Youths, King­
t1ton Trades Centre, $l i 600. 

M.-. C. V. WIGHT : An increase of $100 
is asked for and I feel sure it will receive 
the support of those hon. Members who 
have been shouting for vocational training, 

Mr. JACOB: I think it should be more 
than $100. Make it $2,000. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would like to know 
the reason for this $100 or $2,000 increase 
that is being asked for. There must be 
some reason for it. We seem to be bri11g­
ing things to a pretty past when we can 
get things without any explanation. 

Mr·. C. V. WIGHT: I can quite sympa­
thize with the hon. Membe1· for George-

. town North (Mr. Seaford) as he has not 
been around this table very long. I know 
he is on the Executive Council. but I do 
not know if he is on the Education Board. 
This is a sort of vocational traic.ing and I 
do not know if he has interested himself to 
find out what the allowances to the youtlrn 
of the Kingston Trades Centre are for. Al 1 
I can visaulize aud understand in a small 
way is that it is some assistance in the form 
of vocational tra.ining. It is an effort in 
that direction. 

Mr. SEAFORD : The hon. Member s 
sarcasm is lost in this Council. I have 
not been a long tiroe here but I ha.ve 
interested myself in visiting the Kingston 
Trades Centre very much often and more 
so than he. I had something to do with 
initiatiog the impply of instruments, 
materials and work for the apprentices, 
and I know more tLbout vocational train­
ing than the hon. Member. What J would 
like to see is that whatever money is 
voted is properly spent, as they can get 
training in other places. 'l'hut has always 
been done in the past. I will not agree 
to spend one cent unless I know how it is 
going to be used, whether on mitterials or 
drawing instruments. We talk airily on 
many things of which we know nothing. 

Tmi CHAIRMAN: I take it the hon. 
Membe1· desires to press his arn,.ndment. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do. The hon. 
Member who took such a large part in 
building up this Centre no doubt realizes 
the necessity of the Centre otherwise he 
has not taken a. keen interest in it. I 
appreciate t.he fact that there are other 
industries which lend aid to the appren­
tiees. If you look at the note to Item 20 
it would be seen it states : " Antici­
pated increase in the number of youths 
employed." On account of that it is asked 
that the Centre be given $100 more. We 
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have heard much talk about unemployment 
and vocational training. 

Mr. JACOB: It is true that merely 
saying that the amount should be increased 
is not sufficient. I agree. Nearly every 
day of the week I find young men oi· youths 
between the a,ge8 of 14 aud :&O seeking 
employment. If they go to the recog11ized 
engineering• shops--I thiuk the hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown North (Mr. Seaford) 
has something to do with sevend of those 
8hops-they get no employment at all. If 
tl,ey go to the Government Electrical En­
gineering Department they find the doors 
dosed. That is because there are for too 
many apprentices. I think that not only 
$500 should be added but $5,000 and that 
would not even be sufficient. I am not a 
little surprised that so much object.ion is 
taken to such a paltry iucrease asked for. I 
agree that the money should be properly 
spent, and I take it that the monP.y will 
be proper:y spent. I press for an increase 
of the vote by !ji500, and I would like to 
make a further plea for some increase 
either year by year or evel'y half yeat· of 
the number of possible chikh-en wh, will 
benefit by this method and be of gl'eat use 
to the Colony. I do not think there 
should be any opposition to this increase 
of the ,·ote from $1,500 to $2,000. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I feel myself that 
this vo: e should be increased by any 
amount the Department think is necessary, 
but I have nevet· found the Education 
Department b11ekw;trd in coming forward 
with anything it wishes to get. If the 
hon. Director would inform us that the 
increase is necessary, without knowing the 
why and wherefore I am prepared to 
fight for it. 

Mt·. SH:A.FORD: The hon. :\Jember 
for N orth-W e:-;te1·n District says al I doors 
are closed for apprentices. The reason 
for that is this : You continue trniniog 
apprentices and when they are finished 
their apprenticeship there is no employ· 
ment for them. That is where the snag 
comes in-to find employment for them 
aftei· five years of a.pprentiueship. There 
is 110 difficulty in taking on many more 
apprentices and teaching them trades, but 
it is to find employment for them later. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: 'When the several 
Departments of Government ask for an 

amount we think it is very high and try 
to reduce it. This Department knows its 
business and says it wants $100 more, and 
we are saying it should be given $500 
more instead. These gentlemen without 
knowing the why and wherefore are saying 
we must give $500 m0re for the Director 
to put in his pocket and take a journey to 
England or somewhere else. I cannot 
understand it Your Excellency, I am ask­
ing 1;overnment not to give any heed to 
this request. 

Tm: CHAHL\fAN : I wish to ask the 
hon. Director of Education if there is :a.ny 
reason tit the moment to handle more 
under this vote. If there is none I would 
not consent to these amendments but would 
a�k him to consider them. 

.Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Before the.hon. 
Director of Education replies to Your 
Excellency I would ask for a little more 
inf.ormation. How many apprentices a1·e 
there now at the school and if any appli­
cants have been rejected how many during 
this year? 

Mr. OGLE: I would like to have notice 
of those questions as I cannot give the 
information off-hand. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to d1·aw Govern­
ment's attention t I this fact. On the West 
Co, st, Demerarn, they have erected a new 
Trades Centre for vocational training. 
Cn,n there be an increased numbe1· of boys 
at that Centre? I am sure there are 
many boys who will join if they know 
they will be admitted. 

THE CHAIRM.AN : The only practical 
way of dealing with this is as I have asked 
the Director. 

Mr. OGLE : Without an.v specific 
rea�on for increasing the amount I cannot 
see that it �h 1rnld be increased. 

1'HE CR AIRMAN : I will not accept 
the amendments, but will put the item as it 
stands. 

Question put, a.nd agreed to. 

Item 21-Instruction in Woodwork and 
Domestic Science, Hygiene and Garden­
ing, etc., $2,700. 

Mr. JACOB: Cannot Government make 
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some arrangement in regard to mechanical 
work? I know a case of a teacher's son 
who has matriculated aml applied to the 
Government Electrical Engineer, to Book­
er's and to the Bauxite Company and can 
not get ·on as an apprentice in engineer­
ing. We have heard so much about " collar 
and tie" jobs when this vote was being 
debated. Here is a case where a teacher's 
son of 19 years matriculated at Queen's 
College and wants_ to go in for elt'ctrical 
engineering. He tried all the responsible 
places and no employment could be found 
for him. That is a problem Government 
has to face. 

TaE CH.AIRMAN: The hon. Director 
will please take notice of the point. 

CARNEGIE· TRADE SCHOOL FOR WOMEN. 

Item 22-Salaries of Teaching Staff, 
$6;658. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: After hParing the 
hon. Colonial Secretary's reply yesterday, 
I am rather concerned about this vote and 
I am wondering whether this money is 
being usefully spent. I was under the 
impression all along that this Schooi was 
doing good work and, I think, I was at 
pains to point out to the Council that it 
was my opinion it was doing some good 
work. Perhaps it was because I charged 
the Government with having adopted an 
unsympathetic attitude towai-ds the School 
that brought the reply I received from the 
hon. Colonial Secretary. It is true that 
Government Officials are not always right; 
they are sometimes wrong. In this 
instance I ttm quite prepared to accept the 
view that Government's view is ,right that 
this school is not serving ii useful purpose. 

Ta& COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY: To a 
point of correction ! I never said that. 

Mr. D"' AGUIAR: From what the hon. 
Colonial Sec1·etar·y said I formed the opin­
ion that this school is not serving a use­
ful purpose, if what Government said is 
correct. 

THE CBAIRMAN: I still do not know 
what Government is accused of. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: The hon. Colonial 
Secretary said yesterday he had a number 
of complaints about the girls who are 
turned out bl the sehool, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I said 
that Government did not see its way· to 
grant a wholesale increase of salaries and 
I threw out the sugg�stion that the 
Committee might give Government further 
information as to the future of these girls 
after they have passed through the institu­
tion. I gave my personal experiences and 
not the views of the Guvernment, and I 
adhere to them. I am not the only 
individual in the Colony who holds that 
view. 

Ta& CHAHt \IAN : I think that is the 
conect statement. The estimates are 
prepared by the hon. Colonial Secretary 
and the hon. Colonial Treasurer and thev 
rejected ii recommendation for wholesal� 
increases of salaries to the staff. That is 
the only position · G,,vernmeut has taken 
up as regards the School. The hon .. Col­
onia.l Secretary went on to make comments 
and suggestions, but it would be going 
much too far to say that Government con­
siders the school unsatisfactory. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am accepting and 
agreeing with what the hon. Colonial 
Secretat·y said. I have started off by 
saying that since my remarks yesterday 
I feel verv much concerned about the 
School. r" made some enquiries and as a 
result I have formed the opinion now that 
my views were wrong. I am accepting 
what was said as being correct. I am dis­
nppointed. It seems that we are approach­
ing this thing from the wrong angle. Let 
us put the whole thing hack in the melting­
pot and do not carry on as we ,we doing, 
talking about results and not getting any. 
I do not see why this Colony should be 
saddled with an expenditure or $13,000 in­
stead of $9,000, as a saving can be effect­
ed. I will not be a party to this Gov­
ernment spending money on anything frow 
which satisfactory results are not being 
obtained. It is only after what I have 
heard. I know it may not be easy to move 
the deletion of the Sub-Bead. I was tempted 
t.o do that· at the very beginning when I 
rose to speak on it. I make this observa­
tion so that the ma· ter may be pursued 
furtlrnr in the light of what l.have stated.

I£ it is found that the institution has 
outlived its usefulness and is ·not giving 
the results we hoped for when we got the 
vote in 1930· or 1932, then we may decide. 
to abolish the work that is going on there, 
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It is 110 good tinkering ;with the matte1·. 
\Ve must make up our minds one way or 
the other. J£ we want to train our boys 
and girls to use their hands, we must make 
up out· minds to do it properly. If the 
present method emp'oyed is not giving 
much results then we are wasting money 
and it is no use carrying on. Government 
must be prepared to face the issue. My 
reason for speaking strongly in the matter 
is that I would like to see something done 
properly to iissist the girls who a.re le·,ving 
school to carrv on a means of livelihood 
afterwards. I( this school is a failure then 
scrap it and try something else. 

Mr. J AOO B : I regret to hear the 
remarks of the last speaker. Looking at 
the Board of Govel'llors of the School I see 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
(Mr. De Aguiar) is on the Board. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: '.110 a point of infor­
mation I That is why the hon. :Member 
for Central Demerara speaks so stt·ongly on 
the subject. 

Mr. JACOB: That is what I am getting 
at. Am I to understand that one of the 
Governors is condemning that institution? 
Do I uuderstand him to say that from 
certain 1·emarks that have fallen from the 
lips of the hon. Colonial Secretary a Mem­
ber of the Board of Governors is now want­
ing to see this institution closed down ? I 
think the rnmarks were made yesterday or 
this morning. I ,vould like to hear some 
thing more about it. I would like to hear 
from the hon. Mew ber if it is no use doing 
auything for the young women at all. I 
would like to give the hon. Member suffi­
cient notice to come fonv11rd with the 
statement on the uext appropriate occasion : 
" Ha.ving sat on the Board of the Carnegie 
Trade Centre I think it should be closed 
down". 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I think the hon. 
Member for Central. Demerara finds him­
self in the horns of a dilemma to erase 
the impression created in the hon. Colonial 
Secretiu·y's mind with regard to the 
inc1·ease of salaries of the Carnegie Trade 
Centre Staff. The l'Aa.son for that may be 
that the hon. Member has been attempting 
not successfully to decrease the votes of 
salaries under the same Head. He thinks 
that because these teachers are not given 
an increase of salaries thel'e iB a. d1·ag on 

the wheel of vrogress in that institution. 
It does appear th,tt the hon. Member 
for C,-ntral Deruernra who is on the Board 
can give us some idea-and I submit it 
is his duty to give us - of what he cou­
siders necessary for the better fulfilment 
of the objects of this pnrticular institu­
tion. 

Dr. SINGH: If my memory serves 
me correctly, I believe th,tt when 
we aoocpted the grnnt for this school 
we were told that the school would 
be self-supporting. I want to know if 
there is any income from this institution. 

Mr. OGLE� The income in 1940 was 
roughly $7,000. 

THE CHAIRMAN: $7,486. 

Mr. OGLE: 
$5,000. 

The actual cost wits 

THE CH.AIRMAN: The total actual 
expenditure was $ l 2, 7 6 l and the revenue 
$7,486. 

Mr. OGLE : I do not remember the 
exact figures. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: None of this expen­
diture is covered by grant ? 

Mr. OGLE: '.l'his total of $13,624 is 
the total estimated expenditure on the 
intitution for 1942, It was $12,132 for 
1941. $7,000 approxima•ely was received 
in revenue by the institution from the 
sale of goods. 

Tnit CHAIRMAN: The position was 
this in 1940. It cost $l:J,76] to run the 
institution and it brought in return $7,486. 
Therefore the actual cost to us was about 
$5,000. 

Mr. LEE: I was thinking whethe1· 
Govel'llment is not considering the ques­
tion of extending the usefulness of this 
service to the community. If this service 
is extended those girl!:! from the country 
distl'icls who leave the institution can be 
of assistance in the country schools. They 
can be engaged at a small salary to teach 
Domestic Economy, Needlework, etc., in 
those schools. I am not opposed to the 
training of the gids of the Colony. I 
threw out the suggestion yestel'du.y au<l I 
am i.orry the hon. Mell\ber for Ceutt-al 
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Demerara brushed it aside. The Kingston 
Trades Centre which I visit very frequent­
ly, I know, keeps in touch with the boys 
after they have left there, but no interest 
is taken in the girls by the other con­
cern, the Carne..:ie Trade School. Al­
though I have ma.de two requests they have 
not yet tried to find out what becoll}es of 
the girls after they have left the institu­
tion. I want to be satisfied that this vote 
is being spent in the right direction and, 
therefore, I would like to know what be­
comes of those girls. Are they being train­
ed along the right lines ? I would like to 
hear from thA hon. Member that this point 
will be followed up. Until that is done 
I will not vote one penny townrJs the in­
stitution. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: Does the hon. Mem­
ber means unless he gets a little more in- · 
formation on the subject than ,vas given 
by the hfn, Colonial Secretary?_ As far as 
I know those girls are followed up. It is 
impossible to follow up each and everyone. 
In answer to my enquiry I have been told 
'that. I am surprised to hear that when 
the hon. Colonial Secretat·y asked tho 

.question he did not receive a similar an­
swe1·, It is most important in wo1·k cf this 
ki• d to be able to follow up the results of 
the work that is done. I agree with him 
and I make t,he promise that I will pursue 
it further. I have been told on several 
occasions where the girls go to and how 
they are getting on. I have heard good 
news about them and I have also heard 
news not quite good. I did say that I 
thought Government was unsympathetic 
towards the institution. 'l'he hon. Mem­
ber for North-Weste'n Disteict will 
never follow what anv other Member of 
this Council says, but "always tries to put 
hi>i own interpretation on what a Member 
says: I never said that girls should not 
receive training to fit them for after­
school life. If he would only recall what 
I said when this .debate began. I was 
championing the cause of the school. He 
cannot sav that he did not hear rne. I ad. 
mit that he did not follow what I said but 
he cannot help that, My remarks were 
vet·y clear. I 011ly speak one language and, 
I hope, I speak it clear enough for anyone 
to understand. I advocated this school. 
I £eel that this school can do and is do­
ing good work. I am very much concerned 
that our girls when they leave school are 
fitted out for the life they wlll live after-

wards. Because I was of the opm1on that 
Government was not sympathetic towards 
it J felt that no useful purpo5e would be 
served by continuing the school under 
preseut conditions. 

Mr. JACOB: The hon. Member, I 
gather, wanted to move the deletion of 
this entire vote. 

Trrn CHAIRMt\.N: No amendment has 
been moved. We a.re ventilating our 
grievances only. 

Mr. JACOB: I w,tntecl to move the 
deletion t\1 rough pique. Tluit is why I 
suggested the hon. Member should declare 
his position. This rnises a very import. 
ant issue. Here is au hon. Member ou a 
particular Board. 1 take it, that the hon. 
Members of this Cou1wil on Boards repre­
sent this Council and not themselves and 
their friends only. Public men on Public 
BoardE represent the public. I shall have 
something more to say about that very 
shortly. 

Mr. l>B AGUIAR: To a point of 
correction! My appointment as a Mem­
ber • f the Board is not by Statute. I do 
not consider my appointment is as a Mem­
ber of this C')uncil. It is not a statutory 
appointment.. 

Mr. JACOB: I am surprised to hear 
th>1.t nothing done here is statutory. 1 
see from the Civil Service List book 
issued officially, the hon. Member is a 
Membet· of the Board of Governors of the 
Carnegie Trade School for Women. If it 
is not by Statute then it is published to 
mislead the public. I claim as a Member 
of this Council that every hon. Member 
sitting on Roards and Committees has a 
duty to perform to this Council. It is 
their dutv to let this Council know what 
is going • on at the Carnegie 'l'rade School. 
I think the institution is serving a good 
cause. My daughter has been a pupil of 
1hat school for the last two years and has 
benefited tremendously from the tuition 
she obtains there. She is · going to 
complete her two years' course very 
shortly and, I believe, there are 
several persons who want their chil­
dren to go there but cannot obtain accom­
modation there at the present time. I 
have known certain persons who tried to 
get in there ,ind could not, I say the 
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institution is serving a very useful purpose 
11nd should continue to fuuction in this 
Colony. I would like the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara to say whether it 
should be continued. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The record of 
this debate will be passed on to those 
respr,nsible and will reach the Governors 
of the Institution. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: T wH,nt to tAll the 
hon. Colonial Secretary that the institu­
tion is doing well and the economic value 
of what we are raying for now is well 
worth the expenditure. I know seven.I of 
the girls. Some are employed in the Hos­
pitals, and are giving a good account of 
themselves. Some are in the domestic 
service. I think it is Wt'll worth what is 
being spent on it, but I would like hon. 
Membet·s to understand that when it comes 
to teaching somebody, teachers will 
always want more money. When teachers 
complain »bour. salaries, do not take the 
matter seriously. The institution must be 
closed down as you canoot give more. If 
you cannot afford tv give them more, let 
them choose between the continuance. of 
the School and more s11,lat-y. There is no 
question about the value of the school to 
the Colony. 

THE CO!ON1AL SECRETARY: I 
want my point mado perfectly cleat·. I 
have said nothing to indicate that I am 
not in favour of the institution. I asked 
a simple question : " Let us have a report 
showing the results conce,:ni'hg the girls 
who have passed through that institution." 
'Government has not had one single report. 
'Government has been asked to approve of 
salaries for instructors at a higher rate 
than is paid to the two Masters at Queen's 
College who have served for ten and five 
years re�pectively. We know the results 
at Queen's College as we get reports on the 
boys trained for scholarships, and we 
ltnow the successes and the failures. As 
regards this institution there is not a 
M.ember of the Executive Council who
has ever seen a report indicating what is
done there. That is why they wi'll not
vote a single penny more for t,hat staff or
put it in line with the staff of Queen's
College.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Permit me to make 
one observation not as a Membe1· of this 

Council but as a member of the Board. I 
am simply shocked to hear what the hon. 
Colonial Secretary has said. I do not know 
whe1 her I am to form the opinion that 
there seems to be some difference not 
between the Board of Governors and the 
Executive of Government but, perhaps, in 
some other direction. I can assure Your 
Excellency and this Council that I per­
sonally will make some enquiry into 
that. As far as I know, I have never 
heard of a request from the Executive 
Goverment for any information regarding 
the outcome of these girls after they have 
left the institution. :M.y complaint has 
always been, as a member of the Boa.rd, 
that there· is not that direct commun­
ication-I ask Your Excellency to note 
this-between the Board of Governors 
and the Executive Government. It seem� 
to me that the means of approaching thA 
Executive Uovernment is by a circuitous 
route and I can only arrive at the opinion 
that there must be some grave difficulties 
along that route. I shall certainly make 
a very close enquiry into it because I . 
have taken particular interest in the work 
of the institution even before the present 
"Board of the Governors was formed. The 
hon. Colonial SecretH.ry knows I was a 
member of a Comroittee that sat to con­
sider what should be done with this 
institution when the local funds of the 
Carnegie' Institute had run out. There 
was given £10,000 to put up the building 
and mn the institution fot· a certain num­
ber of years, and by gradual process that 
money was exhausted arid this Government 
was called upon to carry on the good work. 
A report was sent in to Government and 
as a result the Board of Governors was 
appointed and I was honoured with a seat 
on it. I do not get anything for serving 
on it. I m•·ntion that as a brief history 
of what transpired. I am surpt·ised to 
know that no Executive Officer of the 
institution has been communicating with 
the 'hoo. Colonial Secretary in the way it 
should be done. I am very disappointed 
to hear that. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do 
not want any misunderstanding, any jump• 
ing to a conclusion. If the hon. Member 
asks me if I have had any communication 
direct with the Principal, my answer is 
"Yes." 

Mr. JACOB: I have in my hand a. 
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rnport of tho Director of Eduon.tion fol' 
1 939. I notice l'ef,·rence is made tlu-rein 
to the Ca.rnegie Tl'ade School on pages 9 
and 10, Mt1ybe the hon. Colonial Secl'e­
tary has not seen that repol't, .A report 
on the i;chool is there and concludes by 
saying-paragraph 4-" An employment 
group p··rmanently organised for sewing 
u.nd tailoring supplies Government depart­
ments and the general public. The rev­
enue received fr9m this wot·k was $4,708 
t·educing the. expenditure on 1,he in�titnt.ion 
from $11,15! to· $6,446." There is a 
report on the school to the Government. 
I cannot follow this whole debate. 

Ta& CHAI RM AN : I do not know 
whar, all the fuss is about. N11 one is 
pressing to delete the vote from the Esti­
mate$, and there i� no question that Gov­

ernment is unsympathet;c towards this 
institution. In my address I pointed out 
that specific plans & re actually being 
framed for the expansion of it. If there 
is no report to Government l do not know 
what the exact position is. Possibly it has 
come tlll'ough the Director of Education, 
but it seems to me that there should be 
reports from the School. I was a•ked to 
go to tho institution and no one in charge 
of it thought I had not known anything of 
its affairs. Such a report must be useful. 
,vhen Government calls on the. Board to 
submit a report, the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara will have a grand 
opportunity to tell us all about it. 

Items passed without amendment;. 

Item 34-Grant to the Bishops' High 
School for ,Gil'ls, $4,000. 

Mr. D1;; AGUIAR: May I ask whether 
the repo.i;t of the previous year was sent on 
to Government about this 11ehool? 

Mr. OGLE: I am not sure what report 
the hon. Member means. If he means the 
financial report, we have the accounts of 
the 11chool for the year 1940, duly audited 
and received by the Department. 

T:EtE ORAI:l:tMAN : Is there anothet• 
i'PpOl't? 

�fr. DE AGUIAR: No. 

'.I'm� CHAIRMAN ; All we get ls the 
financii�l report I 

:Mr. U1,1 AGUIAR: There is an inspec­
tion of the school during the year. There 
is also a report made by the Principal of 
the school on matters affecting the school 
which is also made by the Department 
every year. My question has only been 
partly answered. 1 was dealing with the 
financial report. ·when it was agreed to 
give a grant to this school-I am not 
against the grant--1 he point was raiser! as 
to whether the finauces o[ the Cc,lonv 
w:u-r11.nted it having regard to the fee·,i 
collected by the school. At the time it, 
was stated that a report would be sent in 
the same ye , r the g1·ant was voted and 
thereafter year by year so as to show 
whether the continuance of the extra sum 
was warranted. I am not dealing now 
with the other unde1·takings given at the 
time. I know it is extremely difficult to 
deal with that to-day, and so I postpone 
that. If Government is satisfied from the 
financial statement submitted that this sum 
should be v.oted for next year, I offer no 
objection. I only want to be satisfied that 
the report is sent in and examined. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): 
I can assure the hon. Member that the 
financial report was sent in and duly 
considered. Government iii satisfied, more 
than satisfied, that the amount paid i11 
more than justified. 

Mr, SEAFORD: I would like to add 
to that, Government would be more than 
satisfied because there WdS a loss on the 
ye,tr's working. I was not in the Colony 
when this was ag1·eed to origi, ally. I 
know what the hon. Member is speaking 
about as regards the building. In the 
present condition there is no hope of the 
Board of Governors c11rr.)'ing out any 
building programme. The Director of 
Education did visit the school and send 
in a report. Mr. Norman visited the 
school and sent in a report. I think there 
are three reports Government has, includ­
ing the financial statement. 

Item 36-British Guiana Scholarship, 
$5,174. 

Ttt& COLONIAL SECRETARY: I mo'\le 
that the amount be increased by $936 
and the item carried out at $6,110. This 
I,; to give effect to the resolution which 
was passed at yestet•day's meeting, 
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Mr. JACOB: I would just like to 
correct 1t slight error I made yesterday, 
simply for the purpase of record. I staterl 
there were two Government Scholars in 
England. There are three. I do not 
know whether the second Schohu who ha,s 
been there for over two years will 
benefit by his removal from place to place 
as in the case of Mr. Matthews. 

Tm: CHAI KMAN: I understand so. 

THE COLONI!\L SECltETAH.Y: 1 
think, T said yesterday that everyone in 
the United Kingdom now would benefit to 
the extent of £100 but one particular 
Scholar, the 1937 Scholar, was going to 
get an additional sum of £65. 

Item 40-Miscellaneous, $400. 

Mr. LEE: I should hitve b·rought this 
matter up under a previous item, but, if I 
may be permitted under this item, I desire 
to enquire what action has been taken with 
respect to a letter sent to Government 
from the Trnd, s Union relative to two 
machinists who were working with a cer­
tain firm in Georgetown and were taken 
off the Lady Boat after they had started 
on a contract of service. 

THE CHAIR\1AN: Has your point 
anything to do with this item ? 

lVfr. IEE: It shonlcl be under item 23 
--Payments to Trainees and Bursars. 

Tm� CHAIRMAN: We cannot go 
back to item 23 now. vVe are now at item 
40. 

Mr. LEE: I was seeing if I can raise 
it now. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Not unless it hai:; 
direct application to the item "Miscel 
laneous." The hon. Memb r will get an 
opportunity to do so some other time. 

Mr. LEE: Very well, sir. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

Item 1-Pt-rsonal Emoluments. 

THE COLONIAL SIWRETARY: I 
move that the following sub-item be 
inserted in the Estimate between (h) and 
(i}-11 Temporary Aasistance�$136." that 

sub-item (i) as printed be relettered (j) and 
that sub-item (j)-Temporary Wur J:lonus 
$365-be increased by $14. and carried 
out at $379. The reason for these two 
small amendments is that the cook and the 
baker are not well and they are on sick 
leave :md this .slight increase is to enable 
temporary employees to be taken on until 
the encl of the year. 

Mr. JACOB : This is an industrial 
school for boys. Attention has been drawn 
over and over again to the need for a 
similaL· institution fo1· girls. I wonder if 
it ha;; escaped Government's · notice. I 
hope it has not. 

THE CHAIRM \N: lt will be recorded 
that the hon. Membe1· has drnwn attention 
to the nbsence of a similar institution for 
girls. I have seen the papers and I know 
it has been under consideration by Govern­
ment. This is one of the institutions 
which simply astounded me when I saw 
every window broken, and that was typical 
of what the institution must have been 
like a few months ago. Substantial repairs 
had been started it is true, but how long 
it took bcfo1·e the institution could pass 
muster. I do not know that any specific 
proposal has been put up, but I am sur­
prised to find that the Head Master and 
boys do not attend to that and that most 
of it is being carried out by the Public 
Works Depa1·tment. I cannot comment 
further on that because I h;1ve not suffi­
cient knowledge of the institution. 

lABOUH DEPARTMEN'l'. 

Item !-Personal Emoluments. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
desire to point out a slip in the printing 
of sub-item (b) which reads "Assistant 
Commissioner of Labour." It should be 
"Assistant to the Commissioner of 
Labour." 

Mr. LEE: I would like to ask 
Government what has happened to the 
communiclttion that has been sent by the 
Trades Union to Government in respect 
of two skilled workmen-machinists -who 
were employed by a certain firm in Water 
Street ... 

THB CHAIRMAN: Is it rnlevant to 
this item in uny way ? 

l
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Mr. LEE : It is in respect of labour. 

THE CHATRM AN: I do not think so. 
It is a specific ques(,ion and the hon. M em­
ber must raise it in a specific way. I 
suggest that the specific way is to ask a 
question. We have to get on with the 
business of the State. 

THt� COLONIAL SECRETARY: In 
order to save pt·inting a,nd stationery I 
may state that a reply hus bPen sent. The 
matter was referred to me. 1 should 
like to remind the hon. Mercber that thei·e 
is a special " Reserved Occupations " 
Committee and Government wants to hear 
what that Committee has to sa,v on the 
subject. 

Mr. LEE : These men were taken off 
the boat. 

Mr. JACOB: I have in my hand the 
report of the Department of Labour and 
Local Government for· the year 1940. lu 
pursuance of this repo1 t I have seen tlmt 
the number of days worked by labourers 
was very low. I know from my p�rso1ml 
observation that there are 111.rge numbers 
of people who require work and cannot 
get. I do not know whether it will be 
the future pol:cy of thi8 Department to 
makP a laboui· register so that Members 
of this Council and the general public 
will be able to know-.what is the actual 
labour position. I think if the problem 
is faced by knowing exactly how ma·,y 
workers there a,re in the Colony, how 
many can he employed iu certaiu and other 
occupations and how n•any can be con­
sidered as not being suitable for employ­
ment, we would get nearer a solution of the 
labour p1·oblem iu this Colony. So fa1· 1
do not think that any reliable statistics 
can be got. I do not know that any had 
been prepared. I Jo hope tl�at in the 
future Government will face thHt prob­
lem and compile reliable statistics. For 
instance paragraph 15 of the rflport, page 
2, st11tes : '' During the year resident 
piece workers obtained an average of 
3.23 days work per week and resident 
time workers 4.53 davs. Particulars of 
the average number o( days worked by 
non-residents are not available. " 

The whole Empire is faced with a very 
serious problem. Nearly every day we 
hea.r of conscription of man and woman 

power in the United Kingdom and othel' 
places. I think it is an opportune time 
to ask what is British Guiana do'ng. I 
think we are shunning the problem. I 
think we ought to face the problem, we 
ought to produce things here. Unless the • 
problem is t&ckled now, unless arrange­
ments a.re made to find out how you can 
employ all tlwse people, I look forward to 
very bad times in the immediate futurn. 
I am sure we ean pl'Oduce very many 
thingi; here. 1 1Lm sm·e we ought to 
employ all the labour that is available. 
I merely raise it to-day so that attention 
can be drawn to the p,·oblem, as it is not 
the best thing to have so many pt!ople 
unemployed when the Empire is passing 
through a crisis. I do not know if it is 
the intention of Government t,o make an 
early start. I do hope that with Your 
Excellericy's indomitable zeal for work 
there will be a different aspect in every 
Government Department, particularly the 
Labour Department. I think the pr·oblem 
ought to be investigated and remedies 
started almost immediately. I have merely 
referred to one paragraph of this report 
relating to regular workers in one indus­
try. There are large 11urobers of people 
in the villages ,1.nd other places who cannot 
get work lLt all. 'rhe idea that the peo­
ple will not wot·k or are lazy, I cannot 
subscribe to. That idea has been explored 
over and over. I think a.uangements 
ought to be made to put these people on 
suitable lands and let them work. HiLVing 
raised the question I feel sure that Yout· 
Excellency is going to see th,1.t some real 
work is done in the new L,t!Jour Depart­
ment. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I think, I raised 
at the opening of the Council the point of 
the keeping of somC' form of register fur 
labour. There is no doubt that those 
who know and come into contuct with the 
people of the Colony have received applica­
tions from them daily, an avernge of 12 
and perhaps more, for various jobs. It is 
true that some of them will tell you thnt 
they are chauffeurs, or rrnisons, or other 
tradesmen. I think there ought to be some 
place where those persons who require 
employment can go and have their regis­
tration docketed with the respective 
spheres in which they are looking fo1· 
employment. There is a geeat scarcity 
of work in certain lines, in certain spheres 
of u.ctivity, One hears quite a lot of persons· 
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being able to put up a sham case and get 
employment up the River 11s carpenters. 
While one appreciates and likes to see 
people benefited in that way, on the other 
hand the Colony's reputation suffers. That 
man is working as a carpenter· and the 
ordinary standard of the country will be 
judged by his standard. 1 see from 
documents I have before me that it is
proposed that a man be sent out by Sir 
Frank Stockdale's Committee who will 
set up a Labour Bur?au and, I think, 
provision is �tlso made for a staff. I am 
going to ask that we do take action 
immediately and not sit down and just go 

· a.long, as I have stated in the past mere
words and no action. 1 am asking that
something definite be done and that at the
earliest possible opportunity.

With regard to the reference by the 
hon. Member for North-Western District 
as to the Labour Bureau, I am entirely in 
agreement with him. I had bracketed 
paragraph 15 of the Department's Report 
for 1940 for comment. Part of the 
troubles of labour is due to the fact that 
the people are only working 3.23 or 4.53 
days pet· week, given in that p1ragraph. 
Is there going to be any attempt to induce 
pt>ople to work more in an industry which 
is one of t.he essential industries, I submit, 
in the present crisis and so receive more 
weekly wages? There should be a great 
·deal of expansion. There is need fo1· it.
I am not the one to say that the sugar
industry is not of considerable import and
assistance to this Colony, but on the other
hand lam not going to subsc1·ibe to the view
that it is the only industry to be supported.
I think those days are past, and those
responsible for the carrying on of the
industry should realize that the sooner that
is realized the better it is for everyone
concerned and for the lessening of friction.
I feel that all these 1,,bour troubles or.
disputes arise out of such questions as
security of tennre on the estates and must
be taken into consideration as a parallel
and not as antithesis to any one industry.
My own view is tlmt we ought to have a
register so that we will be able to say
whether we have a considerable number of
unemployed or whether a considerable per­
centage of those are unemployable. I
would like to point out that while it may
not have a particular bea,ring on the par­
ticular vote in question it ha!\ some in­
cli •·nl't i•ela.bion thorcbo, Jf we iu•e D{lt go.

ing to have constant employment when the 
inhabitants .of the City are in bo�ily health 
and strength and are able to work, what 
future have they to look forward to ,vheu 
they arrive at an age when they are unable

to work?· 

I have no greater authority than Mr. 
Hall, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State who was out here. Ile referred to 
the mattet· in the British Parliament in 
1940. He said that it is the duty of tho 
State to see that all the people have an 
adequate income when they retire from 
active employment owing to old age. That 
reference was to Old Age Pemion. He sees 
the necessity for an Old Age Pension 
Scheme, but we have not got that in this 
Colony. I had moved it and a committee 
was set up and sent in its report. $187,000 
will perhaps make it possible for a small 
st art. I do not thiUK that is too much to 
ask any colony to put up in regard to 
that. I had intended to refe1· to it 
before Mr. Hall himself came down to 
investigate informally conditions in these 
Colonies. ·r am sure from his own state­
ment he realizes the· necessity for it here 
as well as in other parts of the Empire. 
Even after active employment it is the 
duty of the State to support or assist per­
sons, and I am going to suggest--! am 
not for one moment saying that Government 
is to be blamed as Government hus not 
been able to do anything-that Government 
take the lead and it will get a great deal 
of assistance. We have hea1·d it said here 
that there was once a vacancv in the 
Government Service at i��O pet· ri'ionth and 
there were 400 applications. That was 
urged as an argument in support of the 
great desire for "collar and tie" jobs as 
against any other. I feel sure that if 
a, register is ins ti tut ed-i t should be inst i 
tuted at once-and it is known that persons 
can have their names docketed and every 
assistance given to place those persons in a 
job, full advantage would )le taken of it. 
We do not want to report that there were 
only 1,200 casual jobs obtained during thP 
year. That is the trouble. It is the cas­
ualness of the job obtainab;e. I am of the 
opinion that it is not so much a question 
of the rates and wages per day ot· per job 
as it is that. I feel sure that if regular 
and continuous employment is given, the 
whole of this question would subside 
an<l them would be very little amdeL-y on 
thu piwt, (•f nhr Oollll!'iAflioner t>f tn lioti•• 
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in connection with labour. I do ask that 
whateve1· projects Government lrnR iu view 
01· on the ta]?is may be put into operation 
as early as poissible. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Does 
tl1e hon. Membe1· suggest that a register· 
be kept? There has been a regi�ter for 
years. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I take i t  for granted 
when speiikin'g of a registel' t.hat the reply 
does not refer to a l'egister as kept in Eng­
land for unemployment relief or unemploy­
ment insurance as we know it on the othP.r 
side, and therefol'e I mean a regist• r 
whereby these things can be seen. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A 
register is there but the trouble is to find 
work for the people who are registered. 

\ 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: That is the reason 
why there is no registration. ·what I am 
saying is that even if a register is kept 
there should be some co-ordination between 
that department and the Departments of 
Government. 

Mr. JACOB: I want to ask the hon. 
Colonial Secretary if he was serious when 
he said that thel'e is a register. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Quite 
serious. I suggest that the hon. Member 
should go and ex.amine it. 

Mr. JACO 8: If Government is serious 
that a register is kept of people who are 
not employed, I would like the Commis­
sioner of Labour to repent, that st,itement. 

THE COLO�IAL SECRETARY: I do 
not mean tlrnt; the reg;ste1· includes ,ill the 
unemployed. What I mean is a register 
in which applicants have their names 
entered. 

Mr. JACOB: I have had considerable 
experience in this matter. I have known 
that at times when able-bodied workmen 
cannot find wod:: at suitable 01· convenient 
placefi and have been told by the l abou1· 
Department Lo go and 1·egister thefr names 
at the Bureau, they hnve gone there and 
done so, they have traversccl the whole 
City and gone all ove1· the countl'y and not 
got work. After a mo.n ha1;1 done that for a 

few weeks he simply ignores the Bureau. 
The Labour Bureau is serving no useful 
purpose and should be closed down.and all
its papers destroyed. It is wasted work and 
misapplied energy. I want to forget the 
past next year when we have the new 
Labour Office!' and a real progressive step 
is being taken and a pt·oper register kept. 
I hope that will be the means of doing 
some real constructive wol'k. I merely 
throw out the suggestion that some 
real constructive work ought to be 
done. I am glad th,tt the hon. Membel' 
for Wes tern Essequebo is thinking 
the same way. I l,1we not raised the 
question only uow, but I have been doing 
so at the last two annual sessions. I have 
received the !'ebuff tl1:1t no useful purpose 
will be served in doing so. Times have 
changed since then. There is a new out­
look, and that will bring us rea,l progrnss 
in the future. I want to mobilize the labour 
forces in this Colony and utilize them. 
I want to know how many able-bodied men 
are on the suga•· plantations, in the 1·ice 
fields, on the village farms, etc. In other 
words I want to know how many people 
we can muster at any time for any 
particular work. I want to see Land 
Settlement stMtP.d u.nd the Labour Depart­
ment taking an a.ctive part in ·putting the 
people on the land, I feel sut'e that some­
thing is going to be done, but I have only 
raised it so tlrn,t it mav remain on record 
and Government will be able to see that 
certain hon. Members are thinking along 
those lines. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: \Vliat I ,un concemed 
about is this enti1·el}' new depal'tmeut th,tt 
is being created. I want to ask Govern­
ment sel'iously if Government really intends 
to start that new depa!'tment on :j:23,00U 
a.nd call it a Labour l.lepal'tment. Your
Excellency was surprised to hea.r hon.
Members harping back on the past, but
when I tell you that the peoplf' of British
Guiana, although they have deaf ears, have
very sharp and very keen eyes and Ree
evel'ything that is going on. l>u1·ing the
year� I have been in this Coµncil I have
had much experience. This is the thin
edge of the wedge now and after a, couple
of years it will be a tremendoui:; clep, rtment
with r1,11 expenditure by Government of
thousancis of dollars.

The Council 1·esurutd and adjourned to 
the following day at 10.30 a.m. 
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