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of their work, including religious
bodics who give shows as part of their

that such hodieg should bring the 1rims
ag part of their welfare programme and
vet have 'to pay a duty of 20 per cent.
It is a wrong that should be righted.

n, the matter of films., T
aisp raised Im Finance Committee on
Tanuary 15th, the gquestion of cen-
orship of filmg which are shown
publicly, and in particular in certain
cinemas. T would again urge that
instead of accepting Trinidad censor-
ship certificates, which T understand is
the present practice, we should set up
a Tilm Censorship Board or re-establigh
cne. I am sure hon. Members around
this table do feel theve is need for
censorship of some of the films which
have been shown not only in the City
but throughont the country at the
present time, and in fact for some time

iet. T hope that the Administration
will give these matters their attention.

Tn turning to the sugar industry T
would ask vou, Sir, and hon. Members
to bear with me if T have to refer to
my notes to refer to figures and also
to guote from them. A good deal of
criticism was made when last we met,
It was even suggested that the dis-
affection in the industry was largely
the cause of the trouble the Colony has

_experienced In recent months., I fee!
we should look at the other side of the
picture. Tt was admitted that some-
thing had beeh done, but the burden of
the remarks made by the hon. Member,
Mr. Gajraj was that sufficient had not
been done. Let us examine the general
economic problem of the Colony, as I
myself, a Gnianese who has spent most
of his life here, see it.

British Guiana has been described
as the Magnificent Pravince. There
has been some grgument as to who first
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used the word “magnificent”. I .
up an old book written as

LILIIK 1LrE. P raser woula nave Lo
cause Mr. Sugrim Singh was wi
saying that it was Joseph Kleazar.

that the word “magnificent” is a wou
plete and, in fact, a grave misnomer,
Briefly, 90 per cent. of our local popula-
tion live on the coastal belt, anc. . -hink it
is fair to say that some 30 per cent. of
that population is concentrated there.
On that coastal belt the waler
from the Qcean hag had to be kept
out through the years at enormous
expense not only in the construction
of sea defences and their re-construc-
tion and maintenance, but in meeting
the unforeseeable changes in currents
which cause alterations of the fore-
shore almost overnight. Almost over-
night the whole picture can be changed
causing large sums of money to be
spent, -

In addition, the coastal belt is
below sea level, and to deal with rainfall
a most costly system of drainage has
to be maintained and in some areas, has
to be augmented by the provision of

pensive pumps., On top of that, in
order to provide for irrigation water
when the rain stops falling, we have to
conserve the rain water in other areas
to irrigate lands under cultivation, I
think it will be agreed that very many
persons who have come to this country
have expressed surprise that this bat-
tle, this costly struggle with water,
iiags bheen maintained. In fact they
have heen impressed by the artificial
method with which it has been posaible
to achieve efficient production in the

agriculture of ‘this country. That
efficient production hag only heen
achieved by the investment of huge

gsums of capital through the years, and
unfortunately costly importation of
skilled scientific and technical men.
On this point, may I digress to say
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There has been rio comment in

this Counecil bv the hon. Memhbar, M.
n 1

drinking water for workers in the field.
There was a Press release on the same
snbject yesterday, and I can assure hon.
Members that I had nothing to do with
the release by that august body, the BPI.
What was stated wag communi-
cated to Government about a week ago.
We are providing potable water for
cane-cutters in the fields on all fields
on all estates, That has been done on
some estates for a while and we are
considering the possibility of supplying
potable water to other workers, but there
is gome difficulty in conveying water to
workers who are scattered over large
areas.

Before concluding, I would like %o
say that the main problems this Gov-
ernment will have to tackle are those of
providing better living standards, im-
proved housing and the removal of
under-employment. By improved living
conditions I do not mean just taking a
man out of a bad house and putting him
in a good house, but taking steps to
ensure that the growing numbers are
given an opportunity of full, gainful and
productive employment. A very large
number of people who live in good and
bad houses are seriously under-employed,
This can only be remedied by clearing
large areas of forest lands and draining
and irrigating them—in other words,
opening up new land, not for people who
have land alrveady, but for people who
are anxious ~~d in some cases starving
for land. "’

That is the way in which we can
get improvement in this country. It can
be done with the aid of the money which
His Excellency has so wonderfully
obtained. More money will be needed,
but suceess can only be attained if every-
one in this Colony,no matter what his
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race or beliefs are, or his polit
that matter ia nrensvad +n anog

an enormous and exciting fask
of us all. Some of us may not live
the completion of it, but while v
I would suggest that we try to

with it. T for one, and those with
I am associated, are anxious and
to help. We should try to get o
the job and not spend precious

because time is precious—on re
ations about the errors or omissi
the past,

To end, I would suggest tt
recall the words used by the
Prime Minister, Sir Winston Ch
when he took over from Sir
Chamberiain, then Prime Minist
that dark, terrible and troublou
1940, when England stood prac
alone, Mr. Churchill as he was thern
with pressure from certain persons
Government for a purge of thoge
House who were liable to be cri
for their shortcomings, said:

“If the present tries to sit ir

ment on the past, it will lose the :

Mr. Correia: T rise to make
remarks on the Budget Statemen., uvu.
before I do so I would like to join the
other hon. Members in complimenting
the hon. the Financial Secretary for the
manner in which he presented his
Budget and, moreso, without added %ax-
ation. T listened with interest to hon.
Members who spoke about agrieul-
ture, and on the drainage and irri-
gation of lands, T alse listened with
interest to the last speaker on the
same subject, and we have heard him
give a most edifying speech on the sugar
industry.

I admit we are land starved, and in
this connection I would like to turn the
minds of Members away from the coagt-
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frontier in the past with the result that
other nationals were free to come and
across the boundary without any hina-
rance. ‘I know that some of them are
working our diamonds, while others are
bleeding our balata and destroying ‘the
trees by cutting them down when they
are finished. As a matter of fact, these
_:ople el that we are trespassing on
their preserves, and that is beeause Gov-
ernment have neglected that area too
Ieng., Other nationals feel they have a
right to it becanse they have been using
it all along:

I think ‘the time has come
when this Governmenit must estab-
lish a Police post in the area in
order to protect its rights and those of
its people. Since the days when I was a
boy I used to hear of claims by certain
nationals to a very large area of our
Iands in the interior, and I notice that
those claims were renewed at a Pan
American conference, recently. Those
people feel that they have a right to the
Tands, and T think it is all due to neglect
by Government in not establishing
ownership to the area in a definite
manner. The sooner a Police post is

tablished in that area, the sooner
would the Colony as a whole benefit
quite a lot.

There are large numbers of miners
in that ares, and quite recently a rich
deposit of diamonds was reported to
have been found there. I mentioned that
in the course of my remarks in Finance
Committee on the Cuyuni digtrict, and
I notice that the Develapment Plan pro-
vides for the const..ction of interior
airstrips, T think a survey was made
gome time ago for the construction of
an airstrip in the Cuyuni district, right
on the border. A report was made in the
matter, so far as I know, and I think an
airstrip can be constructed in the area
as cheaply as in any other mining dis-
triet. It would render valuable service
to the miners who have $o face all the
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dangers of the interior,
be able to get foodstu
. 8 Q.. and ___:a
at present.

The Financial Se¢
ask the hon, Member
exact name of the plac
this ai rip ould be

Mr. Correia: The:
is the Upper Wenar
British and the Vene
should also like to m
about a certain item
and that is the $1,600
ment to the DBartica
This village council h:
the grant for quite a 1
cannot gsay exactly hov
lien of rates on Gover
there, In the meantim
ernment have built n
erties — and 1 now
mitted to guote from
village valuation of «
erty at the end of 19
Of course, I may say
erties cannot be repla
under $400,000 becaus
only the village valuatic
fore, that the grant o:

_ ernment is very inadeq

fortunately or unfortt

out in blocks as in the case of George-
town. On account of this lay-out, the
village has over seven miles of roads {o
upkeep—i think more than any other
village in ‘this Colony. Therefore
Government should take steps to
assist the village council and the rate-
payers of the village in the burden they
have to carry with respect to Govern-
ment property.

While I am on this area, T would
like to suggest that the Fastern road
(commencing from the Garage and con-
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centives which would lead to the expan-
gion of the Industry to a point of self.
sufficiency.

My friend, Mr., Correia said
he looked forward to 'the day when
this country would be the Argentine of
this part of the world in the field of
the beef and the livestock industry. 1
think that is a dream. If we can get
as far asg self-sufficiency, T think that
is as far as we can hope to go. My
friend, Mr. Bobb, referred to the coco-
nut industry as well as the pig-rearing
and coconut ofl industries. I wish to
say in respect of these that a compre-
hengive report has been written. I am
not sure that that report has been dis-
cussed in the Legislature. T think it is
a very good report, and if it has not
been laid, T think steps should be taken
to do so because it makes very valuable
recommendations and puts the pig rear-
ing and crude oil industries on a more
scienbifie basis. 1 think the hon. Mem-
ber was fearful that sanctions would be
imposed against the makers of crude oil,
but I wish to say that Government does
not intend to employ any sanctions
against them. I think the Development

Buc t =~ vide the means for
putting these industries on a better
basis.

Mr. Bobb also referred to the

training of Civil Servants. It seems to
me that the provision which I have
made for this purpose has escaped the
attention of my friend. Compared with
the provision made in 1952, slightly
over $10,000, and that of 1953, $19,000,
the figure for this year is $96,000. I
think my friend would agree with me
that that is acceleration in excelsis. 1
hope the people who will go away
through this training scheme and those
who will avail themselves of the oppor-
tunities afforded them will come back
and make good citizens. The experience
of the past in this respect has not been
happy.
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My friend, Mr. Luckhoo, challenged
my =statement that capital iz knnckine
at .2 __or a1  went on to
this was the case. Howeve., . .p..o
with him that it is important we should
encourage private capital and the only
way to do so iz by making econditions
attractive. Risk capital is shy. Tt
w know in addition to a particular
investment being economic that tax
concessions granted to atiract it will not
he arhitrarily withdrawn. Another thing
capital wants to know is that Iabour
relations are stable. As regards capital
knocking at the deor, there is right now
in this Colony a representative of a
group of very wealthy United States
capitalists who is interested in two big
projects. T have introduced this repre-
sentative to my hon. friend on my right
who has taken over the portfolio of
Lands and Mines from me, and I think
he was suitably impressed.

My friend, Mr. Ramphsl gave me
quite a lecture on my being cautious in
the preparation of the Budget. But I
would like to say this: if he is trying
in his own budget %o put info effect
what he is advocating, T hope he will
not think me rude if I should serve him
on a silver salver some of that adviee
which he directed to me. I do think
that anyone who spends what he has not
got is asking for a great deal of frouble,

My friend, Mr. Maciie spoke of the
duty on films. T am sorry he tock me
unaware, and I have no information on
the point. I shall, however, certainly
look into the matter. He also referred
to film censorship. As I promised, I
referred the matter to the authority
concerned and the answer was that there
was a DBoard, but it has never func.
tioned: nevertheless I was assured that
steps were being taken to re-inti uce
the Board. I shall see that it does not
fall asleep.











