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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Constituted under the British Guiana 

(Constitidion)' {Temporary Provisions) 
Order in Council, 1953) 

THtJRSDAY, 18TH FEBRUARY, 1954. 

The Council met at 2 p.m. His 
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool­
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chair. 

PRESENT 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eusta'Ce Gordon Woolford, O.B.E, Q.C. 

E x,-Officfo Members:- · 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Mr. 
John Gutcb, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Atto-rney-General, 
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

De,,puty Spea;ker:-
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Noniinatecl Offici·als :­
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr. J . I. Ramphal. 

N oniinated Unof ficials ,:­
Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo. 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.lVI.G., O.B.E. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. E. F. Correia. 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Col. E. J . Haywood, M.B.E .• 
The Hon. the Financial Secretary, T .D. 

Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. · · 

Nominate,j, Members of Executive 
Council:- · 
The Hon. Sir Frank McDavicl, 

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul­
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines) . 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. 
Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk of the Le.gislature 
-Mr. I. R. I{ing. ·· 

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). ,Absent:·-

The Hon. W. 0 . R. Kendall. 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 

The Hon. G. H. Smellifcl. 

The Hon. R. :Q. Gajraj. 

The H~ri: R~ C, Tello, 

Mr. T. Lee-on leave. 

Mr, R. B. Jailal. 

The Speaker read prayers. 

The Minutes of t he meeting of 
Council held on Tuesday, the 16th of 
February, 1954, as printed and circu­
lated, were taken as read and confirmed. 
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REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

The Chief Secretary: I beg to 1 'ly 

on the table: 
The Report of the Principal of the 

University College of the West Indies for 
the year 1952-53. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

ATKlNSON FIELD-MACKENZIE ROAD 

Mr. Carter : I beg to give notice 
of the following motion: 

"Whel"eas tlie population of the Colony 
is increasing rapidly and the empoldered 
areas of the coastland are practically all 
fully beneficially occupi<ed; 

And whereas it is not possible for 
established industry to employ all the 
adult p opulation seeking employment; 

And whereas it is desirable that a road 
be constructed from Atkinson Airfield to 
Mackenzie which would provid<e means of. 
transport and communication and arnist 
in the qpening out of the .surrounr!ing cl'~­
tricts and also provide employment; 

And whereas pre!iminar'Y :Surveys have 
already been conducted: in the areas con­
cerned which can be made available for 
th'e purpose of the construction of a road: 

Be it resolved:-

That this Council recommends the 
examination of the proposal to construct 
a road from Atkinson Airfield to 
Mackenzie and the submission of a report 
on the project as early as !JOssible for the 
consideration cf this Council.'' 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1954 

Council resumed the debate on the 
Bill .intituled: 

"An Ordinance to appropriate the 
suppli'es granted in the current session of 
the Legislative Council." 

Mr. Macnie : Your Honour, when 
you adjou1,ned the Council at our last 

sitting I found myself batting rather 
late in the innings, and hoped to do 
some ·'overnight batting on the following 
day. I am not seeking to imitate the 
batsmen who have been giving us much 
entertainment in another place, but I 
will do so before proceeding' to speak 
about the sugar industry. I would 
like to say one or two things 
on the Estimates, as I will not 
be here 'tomorrow-I have to be 
in the countrv district on one of the 
r:overnment Boards on which I have t11e 
pleasure to serve. It may be that we 
will reach the Estimates tomo.rrow? 

Mr. Speaker: That is possible, of 
course. 

Mr. Macnie : Whether we reach 
them or not, I will make these general 
remarks. In Finance Committee when 
we were discussing the Head "Customs", 
as the Minutes of that Committee will 
show, I rnised the question of duties on 
imported materials. A list of all those 
mate.rials is in t he Minutes of the 
Finance Committee meeting of the 19th 
Jamrnry. In raising t he question I 
suggested that the Government, in view 
of the great urge-very properly 
initiated by His Excellency-for re­
housing, should reduce the duties on 
the building materials in question, 
which covered a wide nmge, and so 
have what might be termed a ta:riff 
holiday for them. •I am glad tel say my 
proposals were supported by hon. 
Members present at t he meeting, and I 
do hope we would be hearing something 
of the Gover nment's reaction ver y soon. 

I would like to raise also the question 
of the duty on films. The situation is 
peculiar. No duty is charged on films 
brought i·nto the Colony fo1· display for 
commercial purposes, bu't a duty of 2n 
per cent. is charged on films brought 
in for ei!ucational purposes. Quite a 
few o-rganisations, including the one to­
which I belong, give film shows a$. ~a1~t1 
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of their work, including religious 
bodies who give shows as part of their 
campaign. It is, to say the least, wrong 
that such bodies should bring the films 
as part of their welfare programme and 
yet have 'to pay a duty of 20 per cent. 
It is a wrong thHt should be righted. 

Again, on the matter of films. I 
also raised in F.inance Committee on 
January 15th., the questio·n of cen-
orship of films which are shown 

publicly, and in particular in certain 
cinemas. I would again urge that 
instead of accepting Trinidad censor­
ship certificates, which I understand is 
the present practice, we should set up 
a Film Censorship Board or re-establish 
one. I am sure hon. Members around 
this table do feel there is need for 
censorship of some of the films which 
have bee'n shown not only in the City 
but thro11ghout the country at the 
present time, and in fact for some time 
past. I hope that the Administration 
will give these matters their attention. 

In turning tr> the sugar imlustry I 
would ask you, Sir, and hon. Memberi:; 
to bear · with me if I have to refer to 
my notes to refer to figures and also 
to quote from them. A good deal of 
criticism was made when last we met. 
It was even suggested that the dis­
affection in the industry was largely 
the cause of the trouble the Colony h as 

. . experienced in recent months. I feel 
we should look at the other side of the 
picture. It was admitted that some­
thing had bee'n done, but the burden of 
the remarks made by the hon. Member, 
Mr. Gajraj was that sufficient had not 
been done. Let us examine the genera1 
economic problem of the Colony, as I 
myself, a Guianese who has spent most 
of his life here, see it. 

British Guiana has been describer! 
as the Magnificent Province. There 
Plll? been som(l argument as to who first 

used the word "magnificent". I looked 
up an old ·book written as long 
ago as 1883, and found it there. So, I 
think Dr. Fraser would have to bow, be• 
cause Mr. Sugrirn Singh was wrong in 
saying that i't was Joseph Eleazar. I feel 
that the word "magnificent" is a com­
plete and, in fact, a grave misnomer. 
Briefly, 90 per cent. of our local .popula. 
tion live on the coastal belt, and I think it 
is fair to say that some 80 per cent. 0f 
that population is concentrated there. 
On that coastal belt the wa'ter 
from the Ocean has had to be kept 
out through the year.s at enormous 
expense not only in the construction 
of sea d'efences and their re-construc­
tion and maintenance, but in meeting 
the unfore.seea,ble changes in currents 
which cause alterations of the fore­
shore almost overnight. Almost over­
night the whole picture can be changed 
causing large sums of money to b,e 
spen't. • 

In addition, the coastal belt is 
below sea level, and to deal with rainfall 
a most cos'tly system of drainage has 
to be maintained and in some a reas, has 
to be augmented by the provision of 
expensive pumps. On top of tl1at, in 
ord;er to provide for irrigation water 
when the rain stops falling, we have to 
conserve the rain water in other areas 
to irrigate lands under cultivatio!ll. I 
think it will be agreed that very many 
persons who have come to this country 
have expressed surprise that this bat­
tle, this costly struggle with water, 
iias been maintained. In fact they 
have been impressed b~• the artificial 
method with which it has been possible 
to achieve efficient prodiuction in the 
agriculture of 'this country. That 
efficient production has only been 
achieved by the investment of huge 
sums of capital t hrough the years, and 
unfor'tunately costly importation of 
skilled scientific and technical men. 
On_ this point, may I digress to say 
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that I , and those with whom I am 
associated, eagerly look forward to the 
day when it will become unnecessary 
to import so many skilled! men: but 
,unf.ortunately;, as the foternational 
Bank Mission has observed in its Re­
port: · 

"The po,pulation of the Colony is per­
halps morie literate ithian skilled, as the re­
sult of an educational system much more 
heavily weighted in the direction of arts 
than techniques." 

I hope it would not be- long before 
that defect on which they have put 
their finger will be remedied. 

I do suggest that the background 
which I hav_e tried to give about the 
battle with water and enormous ex­
pense, must ibe borne in mi'nd when 
criticism is mad!e or kicks are · aimed 
at the sugar industry. It has also to 
be borne in mind when criticism is 
made of the effort or lack of effort of pre­
vious Governments because in the same 
way that ba'ttle has had an effect on 
economic affairs generally, as it has 
had on the industry upon which, un­
fortunately, so many people depend. 

Now, turning to the question of 
profits; it has been alle,ged that large 
sums of money are taken out of the 
Colony by people who. are called "sugar 
barons·" ancll the- like, and a much more 
hackneyed word, "exploiters"- a word 
which we have heard over and over 
aga:in, in a11!d out ,of this Oha:m­
ber. If one looks back into his­
tory one will find that the 'truth is 
that through the years many sugar 
estates owned by local investors have 
had to be folded up, have disa.ppeared 
or "gone to.· the wail"-call it what 
you will. There are many Members 
around th'is table, if I may say so, 
who will remember wha't a tragedy 
it was when some- of th~ etitate11 had . 
to ll{l closed (i9wn, 

I do. not think it is necessary 
to draw attention to the present con­
ditions on the sugar estates 'that were 
closed down 15 or 20 years ago. The 
posi.tion is that estates which have 
survived have, in the main, 
done so with the · assistance 
of outside capital. Over the past 
10 years the profits which the sugar 
companies made reflect in average 
dividends paid by the sugar compan­
ies, •a:pproxim,ately 31 per cent., 
and I would! submit that no one can' 
suggest that 'that is unreasonable as a 
return on the money invested. Person­
:illy, I am not a shareholder in any­
thing except in this country and its 
future. If I had any money -to. invest 
and could become• what certain people 
describe as a ''local capitalist", I 
WQuld not feel that anyone could justly 
accuse me of being a profiteer or an 
expl.oit er, for gettill'g 3½ per cent on 
the money I inves'ted. ' 

As I have said, Sir, my only share 
holding ,is in 'this country and its future. 
As r~ga1·ds the facts I have given, I 
would add that in the peri9d previous 
to the t en years during which a nomin­
al dividend was paid to shareholders, 
there were many Companies which, for 
some time, paid no dividends al/; all. Now, 
what do we find? Despite what oc­
curred-I would not call it a profi'table 
picture - oveT the last five years, one 
Company alone ,invested £5,000,000 -
$24,000,000- i111 B.G. I would suggest 
that al] this talk about big profits, 
about money being pulled out of this 
country and taken away by certain peo­
ple who are living off the fa't of the land, 
is just a de]i1berate distortion of the 
truth. I have endeavoured to •give the 
'truth. 

In the course of his ,speech, the 
hon. Member, Mr. Ramphal, refe1·red 
to the employment_ of local personnel in 
the upper grade of the sugar industry 
~nd ~xpresieq th~ nope that 1_11ore and. 

•. . ---- .. - - . .. . _ -· 
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more would be employed .. I have already 
stated wha't is t he policy of the 
industry, so far as I know. I 
think the hon. Member (Mr. Ram­
phal) would be surprised to know 
that approximately 50 pe,i· cent of the 
whole senior s'taff emp~oyed on sugar 
estates is made up of men like myself-­
of Guianese or West llldian origin. In 
add.ition to tha.t, as the hon. Member 
would know, many men of similar origin 
are employed in senior technical and 
administrative pos'ts. 

I will now 'turn to some of the 
things which I feel should be remem­
bered but, possibly, have been forgotten 
about what the industry has done in 
recent years. Firstly, I would refer to the 
work done by that dis'tinguished gentle­
man who has been employed by the in­
dustry for many years-Dr. Giglioli-in 
the eradication of malaria from this 
country. I am very glad that my 
reference to him has been well re­
ceived. I do feel that that should be 
recognized-the part which the sugar 
industry has played in this regard-and, 
with your permission, Sir, I should like 
to quote what the Venn Commission has 
said in connection with the D.D.T. 
campaign for which Dr. Giglioli was 
responsible. The Commission (on page 
114 of its report) has said: 

"l. Reference has already 'been made 
to the D,D.T. spraying campaign for which 
Dr. G. Giglioli, O.B.E,, Honorary Malar­
iologist -to Go.vernment and Medical Ad­
viser to the Sugar Producers' Association 
has <been respons-iible, and its widespread 
effect on the health of the ,people in the 
previously malal'ial coastal belt cannot be 
overrated'.'' 

T,hose are the words used by the 
Venn Commission which was in this 
Colony not so many years ago. As hon. 
Members will remember, Dr. GiglioF 
was responsible for the direction of the 
Malaria Control Campaign not only on 

the suga,r estates, but throughout the 
Colony. I would like to give t he Coun­
cil some st atistics to show what has 
happe11ed as a result of D.D.T., and in 
doing so I must Tefer to my notes. Dur~ 
ing the six-year period 1947-53, fol­
lowing the establishment of malaria 
eradica'tion, the sugar estate population 
increased from 69,281 to 83,920. That 
is, roughly about 14_,640 people or souls, 
equivalent to 21.1 per cent on. the, pop.u­
lation of 1947. The aver,age annual in­
crease in the estaote population for the 
10 years before the D.D.T. cam­
paign, was .02 per cent. Afte~· 
malaria was controlled, it rose to 
3.5 per cent., and in 1952 i1 was 
estiIDRted that the natural growth of 
the East Indian population in the Col­
ony was 5 · pe:r cent per annum. That, 
Si,r, gives some idea, ,I think, of the 
effect of the eradication of malaria via 
the D.D.T. campaign and dther meas­
ures. But, the &ug.ar industry has not 
been satisfied with that alone. On its 
own responsihili'ty it is stil] maintain­
ing the D.D.T. campaign on all sugar 
estates. It spends something like $30,000 
a yeai· on the D.D.T. campaign alone, 
not counting the overhead charges for 
staff and so on. 

Now, Sir, somewhat recently - in 
September, 1952, - the sugar industry 
initiated its own Estates Medical Ser­
vice and employed doc'tors who are sta• 
tioned on the East Coast, Demerara, and 
also on the West Goas't, Demerara. The 
doctors on the East Coast at least, deal 
with all the sugar es'tates there and also 
with those on the West Bank, Berbice, 
as far as Canje, and the Medical Service 
is being ex'tended to embrace the Cor­
en'tyne and the East Bank, Berbice. Al­
ready we have a Medical Officer 
statiioned at the Berbice estuary who 
de:als with the estates at 'the mouth of 
the Berbice river. In addition, the in-
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dustry has not been sa:ti::1fied to waiit 
for Government to carry out i'ts part of 
the Venn Commission recommendations 
with reg.ard to ru·ral State hospitals, 
but has gone ahead and implementE:d 
their part by providing dispensaries and 
ambulance serv,ices ,as recommended by 
the Commission. Further, pending the 
implementation by Governme-n't of the 
Venn Commission recommendations for 
the building of rural S'tate hospitals for 
sick people in villages •as well as on 
sugar estates, the ind'l.1stry has central­
ized its hospital services in the various 
areas. We a.Te glad to say 'that this yea.r 
adequate provision has been made for 
t he erection of the first rural State 
hospital whlich, I believe, is to be si'ted 
at Port Mournnt or in that vicinity. It 
was provided for last year but, for 
various reasons including inadequate 
funds, it was not erected. I did 
not intend to burden 'the Council 
with all these statistics, but one hon. 
Member has informed me of something 
which I did no't know, and that is, we 
relieve the Governmen.t of hav,ing to 
spend its -own money for t he employ­
ment of a. Veterinary Surgeon. 

Turning !to what I can call the social 
welfare side, .I think I should mention 
wha.t we axe tryiing to do with regard 
to providing fi lm shows. I have a lready 
said something about films, and I think 
some hon. Members know tha't the 
S.P.A. provides, regularly and thr-uugh­
out the year, free film shows to junior 
staff workers as well as children. We 
have recently increased our equipment 
- a number of projectoi's having been 
obtained for more of thef'le shows-and 
we have also purchased a mobile 
generator with whiich we can give more 
of these shows to worke·rs and their 
children who Jive i,n a reas which do not 
have electrici'ty supp~ies, as many of the 
coastal areas do. The intention is that 

mobile generators would me.we 
around and shows given, as is 
done in many countries, from 
a.ny place that is available. I should also 
sa,y 'that the S.P .A., as some hon. Mem­
bers know, is only too willing to lend 
their films, projectors and other equip­
ment to religious bodies and social wel­
fare organisations. 

On the housing side, quite apar'~ 
from housing by what is known as the 
La,bour Welfare Fund, the industry, 
during recent yea,rs ,a,nd at thei,r \own 
expense, has built some 338 houses of 
good type-not those deplora}?le 
ranges- fur junior staff and what 
we call "key workers." On the welfare 
anc[! recreational side, the estates, again 
at their own expense, have provided 
and improved some 17 xecreation 
grounds and playing fields, several com­
mun1ity a nd rec,reation centres, pavilions 
and junior staff clubs to which we a.re 
attachin,g libraries, and we have also 
provided other facilities such as new 
creches and supervision for the child,ren 
of mothers who h ave 'to work. A number 
of Welfar e Officers have been employed, 
and I t hink tlt is fair to say that what 
has been done on the welfare side is not 
incons ide-1~able. 

I may add 'that the industry is 
do.ing its utmost to increase and 
accelerate its efforts in this direc­
tion, within the limits of the money 
available. I have mentioned 'the Labour 
Welfare Fund and while · I k~ow that 
there are some hon. Members who know 
·all about it, I feel sure that t here a re 
some who know Ii'ttle or nothing. I think 
it is rig-ht; therefore, that I should try 
to explain briefl,y how it came about. In 
1947 'the Un ited Kingdom Government 
increased the price of sugar , as f.rom 
January 1, that year, by $28.80 per ton 
to the producers in t his part of the 
wor ld, and it was agreed that $13.20 
out of that increased price should be 
set aside for the creation of t hree funds. 
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The three funds established were a 
Stabilisa'tio11 Fund whereby a levy of 
$6 per ton on all suga.t· exported was set 
aside, a Rehabilitation Fund for which 
$4.80 per ton was set aside, and a Wel­
fare Fund for which a levy of $2.40 per 
ton was se't aside. The ,body responsible 
for administering the Welfare Fund is 
a Committee set up unde1· the Ordinance 
and comprising representatives of the 
.Government, the Unions representing the 
workers and the sugar producers them­
selves. These_ levies ate still being made 
on all sugar exported from the Colony, 
whether it is exported to the United 
Kingdom at a negotia.ted price or on the 
world free market at a very much lower 
price. 

Slince the estwblishment o:f the 
Welfare Fund - and I think I should 
say something about the Committee of 
which I am a member, since, unfortun­
ately, there is no othe1· member of the 
Committee on this Counoil. The income 
has accrued from a levy of $3,015,785 
and most of that has been spent on loans 
to various people who formerly lived in 
ranges and who are given priority. 
I think everyone would agree that 
'that is desirable, so thiat these workers 
can build theil, own houses in areas 
which have been Iaid out for the pur ­
pose. At the end of 1953 loans were made 
to no fewer than 3,755 wo-rkers and 
practically all of these workers 
had completed their houses a't t he end 
of the year. 

, 
But, it has always been obvious that 

the money accruing to the Welfare 
Fund, which is nearly about half a mil­
lion dollars a year, could never be suffi­
cient ~o 'tackle the problem properly, and 
we are housing people who are very 
badly housed at present on certain1 sugar 
estates. Therefore, in August las't year, 
His Exce'llency the Governor approached 
the sug.ar producers and got them to dis­
cuss various matters including the 

question of increasiing the money avail­
able for free houses, •and the sugar pro­
ducers agreed in November to a diver­
sion of $21 million from the Stabilisa­
'tion Fund to the Welfare Fund. With 
your penmission, .Sir, I should like to 
read the relevant ,portion of the release 
which His Excellency made 'to the 
P.ress in November last, when this 
money was granted. It says : 

"In view of the inability of the Govern­
ment to undertake the heavy financial 
commitments involved in the rehousi.ug of 
sugar workers, the major portion of the 
Sugai; Industry Laibour Welfare Fund haS, 
from its inception, ,been appropriated for 
this purpose. Because of the inadequacy 
of the amounts which can be made avail­
able from thlat source, His Excellency the 
Governor asked the S.P A. on 10th August 
to consider the possibility of making a loan 
from Sta•bi1isation Fund in order to ex­
pedite the rehousing o.f sugar workers liv­
ing in ranges. 

"While the 8-P.A. has in mind that the 
Venn Commission and other authorities 
had recommended that rehousing be under­
taken 'by Government, it has I agreed to the 
diversion of a sum of approximately $2½ 
million from the Sugar Industry Price 
Stabilisation Fund to be used specifically 
for rehousing. The met.hod of effecting this 
diversion is contain ed in the Order in 
Oouncil signed today. 

"2. In reaching this decision the s.p.A. 
has been influenced by its, strong deBire to 
co-operate with the Governo-r in his efforts 
to .improve conditions in this Colony." 

Let me .s,ay that our desire remains 
as strong or even stronger today than it 
was then. With this sum of $2½ million 
the Welfare Commi'ttee is really now able 
to get on with 'the project, but do not let 
it be thought that $2½ million will solve 
the problem. There are still many wor­
kers to >be housed, and the number of 
families increases every year as children 
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become adults, both young men and 
young women got married. As it 
will now be possible to use some 
of 'the money accruing from the 
welfare levy for tackling welfare 
projects other than housing, we hope 
that in the near fu'ture we would be 
able to wccelei-ate our prog1~amme for 
the provision of n1ore playing fields, 
libraries and the like for the welfare 
centres. We have got quite a compre­
hensive programme in prepanation. 

Now, Sir, the hon. Mr. Gajraj re­
fe1":red to some remarks made by His 
Excellency the Governor a few days ago 
-remarks made very properly when 
His Excellency commended the E.G. Tim­
bers or the G.D.C. for what they had 
done in the way of good housing and 
additional amenities for the workers 
on their timber grants or forest stations. 
I 'think those were the words used by 
Mr. Gajraj. The hon. Member wen't on 
to make a comparison with the sugar in­
dustry and to in.fer that the sugar in­
d·ust ry could do similar things as i't wa,s 
well within the capacity of the indus­
try to do so today. But, Sir, 'there is 
an enormous difference between an oper• 
at,or !in 'the timber or any othe1· indus­
try as compared with those in the sugar 
ind'l1Stry. The difference is ~hat in the 
timber and certa.i'n other industries, the 
opera'tors employ as near as can be the 
exact m1mber of workers they need, and 
they provide amenities for that number 
alone., and no more. In fact, I think I 
am right in saying tha't those who are 
not employed are not allowed on the 
properties or concessions of those com­
panies. Do I need to remind 'the Coun­
cil that the position on the sugar estates 
is entirely different, entirely? On the 
many estates and in their vicinity there 
are enormous populations living there, 
many of the people not fully . employed 
by the estate and some are not working 

with the industry at all. I would suibmit 
'that a parallel is hardly found. I for 
one, and those associ,ated with me-and, 

· I hope a.JI hon. Members here-are con­
cerned with the serious under-employ­
ment of those living on the est~tes and 
vicinity. To my mind it is one of the 
biggest problems we have to face. 

The hon. Member, Mr. Gajraj, also 
spoke of electricity. Let me say that I 
agree that the lighting of streets and 
of houses is most desirable.· On those 
estates-and they are very few•---where 
there is surplus electrical power available 
throughout the year consideration is 
being given to the extent to which the 
extension of electric lighting is possible. 
The hon. Member referred to a Press 
report in which it was stated that 
Uitvlugt houses are to be supplied with 
electricity next. Well, I do not know 
the source of 'the report, but the report 
was quite incorrect. The position is 
that on that estate at present there is 
not sufficient surplus electricity avail­
a,ble, but maybe in a year o,r so, if it is 
then available, the estate will do what 
it can to make provision for extra 
lighting. 

I think I should mention that the 
late Government took up this matter 
with my Association. Some correspond­
ence and interviews passed between my­
self and the then Minister of Local 
Government, Mr. Jai NaTine Singh, and 
the proposal was that the estate should 
supply electricity in bulk to adjacent 
villages and seU it. I pointed out that 
where there is no surplus power avail­
able assistance would be needed from 
Government. An estimate of the amounlt 
of power needed for consumption would 
have to be prepared. The Minister was 
to obtain . this information and proceed 
from that. I do not know what happened 
after that. · 
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There has been serious comment in 
this Council by the hon. Member, Mr. 
Gajraj concerning the prov1s10n of 
drinking water for workers in the field. 
There was a Press release on the same 
subject yesterday, and I can as.sure hon. 
Members 'that I ,had nothing to do with 
the release .by that august body, the BPI. 
What was stated there was communi­
cated to Government about a week ago. 
We are providing potable water for 
cane-cutters in 'the fields on all fields 
on all estates. That has been done on 
some estates for a while and we are 
considering the possibility of supplying 
potable water to other workers, but there 
is some difficulty in conveying water to 
workers who are scattered over large 
areas. 

Before concluding, I would like 'to 
say that the main problems this Gov­
ernment will have to · tackle .are those of 
providing better living standards, im­
proved housing and the removal of 
under-employment. By cimproved living 
conditions I do not mean just taki'ng a 
man out of a bad house and putting him 
in a good house, but taking steps to 
ensure that the growing numbers are 
given an opportunity of full, gainful and 
productive employment. A very large 
number of people who live in good and 
bad houses are seriously under-employed. 
This can only be remedied by clearing 
large areas of forest lands and draining 
and irrigating them-in other words, 
opening up new land, not for people who 
have land already, but for people who 
are anxious and in some cases starving 
for land. · 

That is the way in which we can 
get improvement in this country. It can 
be done with the aid of the money which 
His Excellency has so wonderfully 
obtained. More money will be needed, 
but success can only be attained if every­
one in this Colony, no matter what his 

race or beliefs aNi, or his politics foi' 
that matter, is prepared to co-operate, 
work .and work hard t rying ,to hring 
about a better British Guiana. There is 
an enormous and exciting task ahead 
of us all. Some of us may not live to see 
'the completion of it, but while we can, 
I would suggest that we try to get on 
with it. I for one, and those with whom 
I am associa'ted, are anxious and willing 
to help. We should try to get on with 
the job and not spend precious time­
because time is precious--on recrimin­
ations about the errors or omiss·ions of 
the past. 

To end, I would suggest that we 
recall the words u~ed by the present 
Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, 
when he took over from Sir Neville 
Chamberlain, then Prime Minister, in 
that dark, terriible and trou,blous year, 
1940., when England stood practically 
alone, Mr. Churchill as he was then, faced 
with ,pressure from c.ertain persons in the 
Government for a purge of those in the 
House who were liable to be criticized 
for their shortcomings, said: 

"If the present tries, to sit in judg­
ment on the ,past, it will lose t:he future." 

Mr. Correia: I rise to make a few 
remarks on the Budget Statement, but 
before I do so I would like to join the 
other hon-. Members in complimenting 
the hon. the Financial Secretary for the 
manner in which he present~d his 
Budg-.t and, moreso, without added tax­
ation. I listened with interest to hon. 
Members who s,poke about agricul­
ture, and on the drainage and irri­
gation of lands, I also list ened with 
interest to the last speaker on the 
same subject, and we have heard him 
give a most edifying speech on the sugar 
industry. 

I admit we are land starved, and in 
this connection I would like to turn the 
minds of Members away from the coast-

/ 

~ 
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lands to the interior. I would like to 
paint a little picture of the interior for 
them. 

In the past the ,Dutch occupied nearly 
all the river lands, and theil· plantations 
and estates supported a fairly large 
population. Today, we find that t hose 
areas are neglected when they can be 
recla imed and extended. If that is done, 
we will be ·in a position to avoid tha"; 
continuous fight with the sea which the 
last hon. Member just described. It 
has been suggested in 'this Council that 
recommendations should ,be made to re­
claim the rivera,in lands so as to alle­
viate the shortage of agricultural ]ands 
on the coastlands, which the hon. Mr. 
J ailal has said are suitable for , rice 
growing. It is for this Council' to 
recommend 'that in reclaimed areas lands 
not suited to agriculture should be de­
voted to beef, dairy and cattle products. 
Coconuts, coffee, cocoa and various other 
,peasant crops can be ,produced by land 
settlement. 

In tapping our riverain areas we 
will be able to fill the gap for our 
growing population in conditions of land 
shortage. It is up to Government to 
r eclaim these areas in 'the near future, 
because they will ,be yet more need for 
agricultural lands. But we can only tap 
these lands economically by building 
1·oads at the same time. Eventually we 
will be able to push further and further 
into the interior, not only in sear ch of 
agricultural lands but to tap our very 
tich timber forests. I admit what the 
hon. Member, Dr Fraser, said for his 
travels have taken him to the Rupununi 
savannahs, but there are fertile lands 
below and above 'the white sand belt, and 
these lands will be available for our 
growing population. British Guiana un­
fortunately has to go short of meat. 
Experiments were made by private 
persons in cattle rearing in the Bartica 
and Potarq areas a'nd they were very 
successful. I suggest that in conjunction 

with cattle rearing in those a reas we 
can introduce fish farming-it was done 
successfully in China. Going from 
Bartica there are str eams, and arti­
ficial lakes, and ponds c,an be provided. 

I am also looking forward to 'the 
day when British G,uiana will be able 
to sell meat to the West Indies and, per­
haps, British Guiana, ,will become the 
Argentine of the West Indies. 

During the debate the Financial 
Secretary told us of the statement of 
the ConseFvator of Forests that the in­
take of greenheart t imber at the mills 
should be as great ,as the known reserves 
as long as greenheart remained a main­
stay of our economy, dtherwise it will 
be exhausted i'n 20 or 30 years. Like 
the Governor, who referred to this at 
the opening of the Houston Sawmills, 
J do not share t he view that greenheart 
has a very short term life. Greenheart, 
Sir, is a slow-growing t imber. I have 
done a little timber working myself and 
happen to have worked a greenheart 
forest some years ago that had been 
worked some 40 years previously by 
another grant-holder. Unless one was 
careful he could not te11 that the a1·ea 
had been worked before, because the 
young trees had already grown up and 
were f it for cutting again. I think Gov­
ernment should realize that our green­
heart, with care, could be a source of 
national wealth for generations to come, 
especially if it is properly cured by 
t rained officers of the Forest Depart­
ment. 

I would like to be very brief, be-; 
cause I think we have already spent 
much time reviewing the Budget and 
we should proceed further with our 
businesf'l. I want to say, ho,wever, 'that I 
should like this Council to r ecommend 
to Government the establishment of a 
Police post at the boundary between 
British Guiana and Venezuela. Our 
Government has been neglecting this 
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frontier in the past with the result that 
other nationals were free to come and go 
across the boundary without any hind­
rance. 11 know that some of them are 
working our diamonds, while others are 
bleeding our ·balata and1 destroying 'the 
trees by cutting them down when they 
are finished. As a matter of fact. these 
people feel that we are trespassing on 
their preserves, and that is because Gov­
ernment have neglected that area too 
long. Other nationals feel they have a 
right to it because they have been using 
it all along; 

I think 'the time has come 
when this Government must estab­
lish a Police post in the area in 
order to protect its rights and those of 
its people. Since the days when I was a 
boy I used to hear of claims by certai,n 
nationals to a very lairge. area of our 
lands in the interior, and I notice that 
those claims were renewed at a Pan 
American conference, recently. Those 
people feel that they have a right to the 
lands, and I think it is all due to neglect 
by Government in not establishing 
ownership to the area i'n a definite 
manner. The sooner a Police post is 
established in that area, the sooner 
would the Colony as a whole benefit 
quite a lot. 

There are large numbers of miners 
i'n that area, a'lld quite recently a rich 
deposit of diamonds was reported to 
have been found there. I mentioned that 
in the course of my remarks in Finance 
Committee on the Cuyuni dis'trict, and 
I notice that the Development Plan pro­
vides for the construction of interior 
airstrips. ·I think a survey was made 
some time ago for the construction of 
an airstrip in the Cuy;uni district, right 
on 'the bo,rder. A report was made in the 
matter, so far as I know, and I think an 
airstrip can ibe constructed in the area 
as cheaply as in any other mining dis­
trict. It would render valuable service 
to the miners who have 4io face all the 

dangers of the i'nterior, since they would 
be able to get foodstuff and other sup­
plies quicker and cheaper than they do 
at present. 

The Financial Secretary: May l 
ask the hon. Member to mention the 
exact name of the place where he thin.ks 
this airstrip should ~e !)uilt? 

Mr. Correia: The name of the place 
is the Upper Wenamu-between the 
British and the Venezuelan borders. l 
should also like to mention something 
about a certain item in the Estimates, 
and that is the ii,500 grant by Govern­
ment to the Bartica Village .Council. 
This village council has been receiving 
the grant for quite a few years now-1 
cannot say exactly how many years-in 
lieu of ,rates on Government prope1ties 
there. In the meantime, however, Gov­
emment have built many other prop­
erties - and I ,now ask to be per­
mitted to quote from my notes. The 
village valuation of Government prop­
erty at the end of 1953 was $110,000. 
Of course, I may say that these prop­
er.ties cannot be replaced for anything 
under $400,000 because the $110,000 is 
only the village valuation. I think, there­
fore, that the grant of $1,500 by Gov-

. ernmen't is very inadequate. The village, 
fortunately or unfortunately, was laid 
out in blocks as in the case of George­
town. On accoun't of this lay-out, the 
village has over seven miles of roads to 
upkeep--iI think more than any other 
village in 'this Colony. Therefore, 
Government should take steps to 
assist the village council and the rate­
payers of the village in the burden they 
have to carry with respect to Govern• 
ment propeity. 

While I am on this area, I would 
like to suggest that the Eastern road 
(commencing from the Garage and con-
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necting Bartica with the Potaro road) 
which has been deGlared a public road, 
should be maintained by the Public 
\Yorks Department. That road carries 
all the heavy traffic to the interior, but 

· the village of Bartica, with irts very 
small population, has to upkeep it. l 
admit that the Transport and Harbours 
Departme·n t gives a very small grant 
for the upkeep of t his road, but I would 
like to see Government establishing it 
as a public road in order to remove the 
burden of its upkeep from the village 
council ancil the taxpayers of Bartica. 

.During a .sitting qf the Fiinan;ce Com­
mittee I referred 'to this matter, and I 
was told by the Financial Secretary that 
it was receiving the attention of 
Government. Only a week or two ago 
fire broke out early one morning aboard 
a Government launch-the Torami-which. 
was moored alongside the T.H.D. stellin,g 
at Bartica. Fortunately, some willing , 
hands nearby were able t(, cast the 
launch from her moorings and send 
her drifting, othe,rwise the stelling 
would have caught fire also. The. Gov­
ernment properties at Bartica include 
the Police Station and the Post Office, 
and thesl'.l could not be replaced at a 
cost of even $100,000. 

I hope Government wm not 
wait until it is too late to do 
somethin,g in this matter. The 
\main building centre is in First 
Avenue, and any fire in this 
Avenue .. would destroy the buildings 
completely. Therefore, there should be 
fire protection for the village, and I 
am asking Government and this Coun- · 
Gil 'to suggest that the Fire Chief be 
asked to prepare a plan for fire protec-_ 
tion for the village, or sooner or later 
there might be a "Black Friday" at 
Bartica similar to those we have al­
read,y had in, Georgetown. 

I would like to. mention one other 
point, and it relates to medical facili­
ties in the Mazaruni district. In· the 
past Government had a Doctor sta­
tioned in the Mazaruni with two. 
dispensers, but later the doctor was 
removed leaving the dispensers. Some 
time later, one dispe•nser was re­
moved, leaving one only. From a map 
which I have in my possession here, 
it would be seen that the distance this 
dispenser has to travel in the perfor­
mance of his duties-from IssanQ to 
Apiqua-is · one of 12 miles, Then, 
he has another 100 miles of creek 
travelling to do, In all he has to 
travel about 200 miles while visiting 
the mining areas, and it is just as 
bad as if there was no dispenser, 
because he has too much travelling 
to do. The time has come when Go.v­
erument should see its way to give 
that district another dispenser, and 
also to remove the hospital from 
Kamakusa to Issano. I think the hon. 
Member, Mr. Macnie, can remember 
how Government became possess'ed of 
that hospital. The buildling was bought 
from a Company which was selling it 
cheaply, and Government has _ con­
tinued the dispensary there instead 
of incurring a little expenditure and 
taking it to a. more central part of 
the district. We are asking for bet­
ter medical facilities for 'the Maza­
runi district, and in doing so we a:J:e 
not ask,ing for much. 

Lieut.-Col. Haywood: I should 
like to associate myself with those 
hon. Membe1·s who have joined in 
co11igrn,tuhating the 'hon. 'the Fin­
ancial Secretary with respect to the 
Recurrent Budget that is 110.w being 
discussed. I consider this Budget to 
be a bole:, one owing to the fact that 
we have additional or increased ex. 
pendi'ture and no increased ta_xation. 
Whatever may be the comparative 
merits of direct and indirect taxation, 
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the fact remains that in c!1ue course 
any new taxation·· affects the whole 
community. We are all grateful to 
be relieved from carrying any extra 
burden at this j unc'ture. Any come 
ments that I have to add to those 
I made when we wei·e '•n Finance 
Committee, I intend to reserve until 
we are in Committee- again, and! then 
to m ake them empha'tic and real. I am 
not bent on critidsing any individual 
Member, but I give it as an opinion 
that we are moving far too slowly 
in the passing of this Budget. This 
is the 18th calendar day to which this 
debate has been extended1, and at 5 
o'clock today it will be 8 days during 
w11ich we have been in session for three 
hours each day. I do appreciate the 
desire of hon. Members tn speak on the 
Concurrent Budget, and to express 
their views quite fully and frankly. 
I know that their views are being 
placed on record, and I think it is 
right that the public should be given 
a chance to find o.ut what hon. Mem­
bers think. At the same time, if that 
general desire is to be me't, I think 
we should meet more often or our 
sessions should be much longer. 

I think I have made it clear 
that I am not attacking the Mem­
bers who. have spoken. It is under­
standa,ble that the Finance Committee, 
with many new members, was unable 
to complete its task in the time en­
visaged by the hon. the Financial 
Secretary. I think we- have to excuse 
the normal progress we have made 
since then, especially when we re­
member that this is but one of two 
Budgets. The more impo.rtant one_ 
the Development Budget-is still to 
be laid before us finally, and it seem;; 
that one-sixth of the year will have 
passed before we finish with the first 
one. We do have a heavy task ahead 
gf µ §l, aµq iIJ. tl!~f!~ crithrn) ti1ne11 vre 

must be • able to display a sense of 
urgency. As I have said, we have not 
yet achieved the facility to act wisely 
and expeditiously a.t the same time. We 
~hall be judged in the end not by our 
words, but by om' deeds. I think we 
have to remember that, a'nd I do urge 
hon. Members to get on with the job. 
(Applause) -

Mr. Speaker: If no other Member 
desires to join in the debat€, I shall 
have to ask the Financial Secretary 
whether he wl'shes to reply this after. 
noon. 

The Financial Secretary: Sir, I 
ehall now proceed to reply to t he Budget 
debate which is now in its fifth day. 
If I were expected to answer all the 
points made by · hon. Members, 'I am 
afraid we should be another five days 
before getting through .the Budget. I 
do not. however, propose to reply at 
length to all the points that have been 
made by hon. Members. I shall just 
observe as regards the last speaker who 
took his seat, that his speech was the 
sho,rtest but it seemed to have drawn 
the loudest cheers, and I wish to see. 
whether I cam.not excel him in that 
respect. ·Befo1·e this Council goes into 
Commit'tee, there are a few things I 
should like to say. It seems to be my 
turn now to ex't€nd, congr atulations, and 
I desire to congr:atulate the hon. Mem­
be1~s who have spoken on the Budget. and 
especially th9se who have made their 
maiden speeches in 'this Council, on the 
excellent speeches to which we have hatl 
the pleasure to listen. I am sure I am 
rig-ht in saying that those speeches are 
well up to the level of the speeches we 
a.re accustomed to listen to in this 
Chamber. 

There is one other point I shoul1l 
like to make, and that is the €Xtcmt to 
which Council has recaptured the 
dig11ity and decorum that has until 
quit€) re<.:t;nt)y, distingutsneg it~ ·N'O• 
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ceedings. I wish to say that I desire to 
associate myself with those who, as I 
have observed, are determined to reach 
forward towards t hose things that 
seem desirable, and strongly to str ive 
after t he things that count. I hope 
t hat this spirit is a happy augury for 
the future, and I should now, Sir, like 
to sound a more perso'nal note and say 
thanks to the Members of this Council 
for the gmceful 'things they have said 
about my Budget Statement. It ha,: 
been suggested to me that on these 
occasions, for a Financial Secretary to 
be popular, it is only necessary for him 
to present a balanced Budget and one 
without any additional taxation. That 
might be so, but I want to say t hat the 
Financial Secretary, on occasions such 
as the presentation of the Budget, occu­
pies a rather focal position in which, per. 
haps quite undeservedly, he. comes more 

in'to the limelight than he should. But, the 
Financial Secretary has behind him a 
small but efficient band of helpers who 
reflect the highest ideals and principles 
of what is sometimes referred to as the 
Silent Service. It is on behalf • of my 
assistants t hat [ am proud to accept the 
congratulations directed towards me. 

Most of the hon. Members who have 
spoken have done so around the De­
velopment Budget. I am not surprised 
at that, and I must say that I am rather 
disappointed that I did not have an op­
port unity of presenting that Budget 
along with the recurrent Budget. But, 
hon. Members are awai·e of the reasons 
for that, and I do not intend to be drawn 
out 'today into speaking on that question. 
When the Development Budget has been 
presented by my hon. friend on my ri.ght 
(Sir Frank Mc David), ample oppor­
tunity will be given me to speak on 
development. 

I should like to take this early 
opportunity of associating myself with 
those hon. Members who expressed 
gratitude to H is Excellency the Gover­
nor for t he task he performed in secur­
ing finance for our' Development Budget. 
I tMnk that if His E xcellency did not 
do anything else during his regime here, 
he would still have made ,a: vital and 
lasting contribu'tion t o the development 
and progress of this country. I pro­
pose, after t he Budget has ibeen pre­
sented to introduce-or ask some o'ther 
hon. Member to do so-a motion thank­
iing His Excellency for the part he has 
so far played ,and also thanking the 
Secre'tary of State for the Colonies for 
his munificent gesture of assistance at 
a crucial time of our history. 

I cannot go ;into all the speeches 
made, .but I was rather disappointed at 
the remarks of the hon. Member, M.r. 
Lee to the effect that the $100,000 odd 
for 'the Bureau of Public Information 
is money bei!llg thrown away. I was 
very glad to see 'that hon. Members who 
spoke after him did not support him. 
I hope that 'the adid:itional expenditure 
in t his connection would be regarded 3S 

an investment in the educ~1tion of our 
peonle whose outlook llas been disturbed 
by harmful propagamd'a. 

My friend, Mr . Jailal spoke on agl'i­
cultnre, and he was supported to some 
extent by Dr. Fraser that Government 
should take early steps to de-control 
beef and livestock. This is a matter 
which I myself mentioned in the Budget 
Statement, and in referring to the ques­
tion today, I wish that the hon. Mem­
ber (Mr'. ,J ailal) were here. I have 
already initiated action with representa­
tives of the Industry 'to see what can 
be clone. It is not only a question of 
de-con'trol - that is very simple -
but we all know there is a peren­
nial shO'l:tage of beef cattle. What 
is wanted 'is the· provision of in-
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centives which would lead to the expan• 
sion of the industry to a point of self­
sufficiency . ' 

My friend, Mr. Correia said 
he looked forward to 'the day when 
'this country would be the Argentine of 
this part of the world, ,in th<;J fi.eld of 
the beef and the livestock industry. 1 
think that is a dream. If we can get 
as far as self-sufficiency, I think that 
is as far as we can hope to go. My 
friend, Mr. Bobb, referred to the coco­
ruut industry as well as the pig-rearing 
and coconut oil industries. I wish to 
say in respect o1 these that a compre­
hensive report has been written. I am 
not sure that that repo1't has been dis­
cussed in the Legislature. I think it L, 
a very good ,report, and if it has not 
been laid, I think steps should be taken 
to do so because it makes very valuable 
recommendations and puts the pig rear­
ing and crude oil industries on a more 
scient-ific basis. I think the hon. Mem­
ber was fearful that sanctio'ns would be 
imposed against the makers of crude oil, 
but I wish to say that Government does 
not intend to employ any sanctions 
against them. I think the Development 
Budget will provide the means for 
putting these industries on a better 
basis. 

Mr. Bobb also referred to the 
training of <Civil Servants. It seems to 
me that the provision which I have 
made for this purpose has escaped the 
attention ;of my friend. Compared with 
the provision made in 1952, slight!y 
over $10,000, and, tha't of 1953, $19,000, 

· the figure for this year is $96,000. I 
think my friend would agr ee with me 
that that is acceleration in excelsis. I 
hope the people who will go away 
through this training scheme and those 
who will avail themselves of the oppor­
tuni'ties afforded them will come back 
and make good citizens. The experience 
of the past in this respect has not been 
happy. 

, My friend, Mr. Luckhoo, challenged 
my stateme·nt that capital is knocking 
at the door and went on to deny that 
this was the case. However, I agree 
with him that it is important we should 
encourage private capital and the only 
.way to do so is by making conditions 
attractive. Risk capital is shy. It 
wants to know in addition to a particular 
investment being economic that tox 
concessions granted to-at'tract it will not 
be arbitrarily withd.rawn. Another thing 
capital wants to know is that labour 
relations are st able. As regards capital 
knocking at the door, there is tight now 
in this Colony a representative of a 
group of very wealthy United States 
capitalists who is interes'tecl in two big 
projects. I have intrnduced this repre­
sentative to my hon. friend on my righ't 
who has taken over the portfolio of 
Lands and Mines from me, and I think 
he was suita.bly impressed. 

My friend, Mr. Rampha'I gave me 
quite a lecture on my being cautious in 
the prepara.tion of the Budget. But I 
wou_ld like to say this: if he i~ trying 
in his own budget 'to put into effect 
what he is advocating, I hope he will 
not think me rude if I should serve him 
on a silver salver some of that advice 
which he d'irected ' ,to me. I do think 
that anyone who spends what he has not 
got is asking for a great deal of trouble. 

My fri end, Mr. l\ilacnie spoke of the 
duty on films. I a,m sorry he took me 
unaware, and I have no information on 
the point. I shall, however, c,ertainly 
look into the matter. He also referred 
to film censorship. As I promised, I 
reforred the matter to, the authority 
concerned and the answer was that there 
was a Board, but it has, never func­
t ioned; nevertheless I was assured that 
steps were being taken to re-introduce 
the Board. I shall see. tha't it does not 
fall asleep. 
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The Chief Secretary: It will not 
fall asleep. ( Lmig hter). 

The Financial Secretary: I am 
very glad. I do not thi'nk there is any 
other matter on which I wish to make 
comment at the moment. If there is, I 
shall deal with it later. I therefore 
move that the Bill be read a second 
time. 

Question put, and agreed to. · 

Bill read a second time .. 

Mr. Speaker: I would ask to be 
allowed to place on record some idea of 
the conditions obtaining on sugar 
estates on my first visit to one 65 yea.rs 
ago, and on which an overseer, a relative 
of mine, was then employed. The estate 
was Chateau Margot, on the East Coast, 
and overseers were then being paid a 
salary at the rate of $360 a yea.r, and 
took their ·meals at the Manager's table 
-during which period 'no conversation 
between them was possible, and no ob­
jection to the quality or otherwise of 
the meals supplied could be made, the 
Manager being paid a monthly sum to 
board the overseers. Immediately after 
dinner they found their way to their 
lodgings, then merely a barn ~ - their 
wants being attended to by an East 
Indian boy who was paid 6/- a week. 
There were in those days no electric 
lights, no telephones, no recreation of 
any kind, clubs or messes being un­
known. One went to bed. about 8.30 
p.m. The positio'n of the overseers, 
accustomed to a better standard of living 
than Ia.bourers, was then very lit'tle 
better than theirs, and not far removed 
from a form of siavery. 

Conditions of labour for workers 
were: · one shiI!ing a day under con­
tract of indenture, and they had to work 
fuJiy fiy~ -~a.ys it week;, Labourers were 

then often, almost weekly, prosecuted 
in the Magistrates' Courts where I 
attended and sometimes pleaded guilty 
in an endeavour to persuade the magis­
trate to make the fine $3 instead of the 
customary $5 or in default of payment, 
imprisonment for seven days. 

One more reference I would like 
to make about the situation as regards 
conditions on the suga.r estates in years 
gone by. The late Mr. Quintin Hogg 
was the owner of Bel Air, the first 
sugar estate adjacent to the City. If 
you look at the records of 1895 on this 
sea defence question you will see that he 
gave evidence before a Roya.I Commis­
sion then sitting in London and ex­
plain€d that the expenditure 011 his 
estate in resisting the invasion of the 
sea was enormot1s because sea defence 
methods, as some hon. Members lrnow, 
in those days consisted of placing 
fascine against the mud dams which 
were washed away almost as soon as 
they were put up. He said in effect to 
that commission, "I cannot continue to 
maintai'n my estate with this expen­
diture and unless Government comes to 
the rescue I shall crop the estate." As 
early as that it was being requested by 
planters that maintenance of the Sea 
Defences be made a Colonial Qt1estion 
and that the then existing sea wall 
should be continued, but the Government 
of the day did nothing, or we should 
not have been in this position today. 
With indentured labour at a shilling a 
day and cement at five shillings a bag 
the sea defences on the East Coast 
could have been erected at a very small 
cost. Mr. Quintin Hogg whose cultiva­
tion extended as f.a,r as Queenstown 
Ward was forced to abandon Planta'tion 
Bel Afr. 

1I would also like to refer to the late 
Mr. William Russell, a sugar estate 
proprietor i'n days gone hy, whose statue 
stands in .Stahroek Market Square·, and 
to the valuable ;iervice he rendered th(l 
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Colony. Not so long ago it was pro­
posed to remove the statue from its 
present position. Mr. Russel! was re­
sponsible for the establishment of both 
the· Lamaha a:nd the Boerasirie Con­
servancies and people have forgotten 
their vast importance to the Colony's 
economy. The statne is there to com­
memorate an important contribution to 
the welfare of the Colony, and I am 
sure one of these days, if we are not 
careful, we shall get up to find it gone. 

With reference t o interior travel, 
l can tell you of my first experience in 
1895 and what conditions then existed. 

We went to Potaro, but this is the point 
I wish to make: having got 'to Tuma­
tumari we had to abandon the boat at 
the landing and were transported to the 
place we had to go in donkey carts. I 
only mention this beca:use of what l 
have heard. 

'fhe Financial Secretary: I ask if 
it ue agreed that the Council be ad­
journed until tomorrow. 

Suggestion put, and agreed to. 

Council adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on 
Friday, 19th February, t954. 




