2615 Menbers Present

LEGISLATIVE COUNGIL,

Friday, 18th May, 1945,

The Council met at 10 a.m., His
Excellency the Governor, ®ir GorbpiN
LeruaeMm, K.C.M.G., DPresident, in the
Chair,

PRESENT:

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Gordon James Lethem,
K.CM.GL

The ITon. the Colonial Secretary,
My, M. B. Laing, C.M.G+., O.B.E. (Act-
ing)

The Hon. the Attorney-General,

Mr. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. MeDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford O.3.LE.

K.C.,, (New Amsterdam)
- The Houn. IF. J. Seaford, C.B.IL.
(Georgetown Norilh).

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, X.C.
(Nominated).

The Hon. C. V Wight, (Western

Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The IHon.
nated).

M. N. Critchlow (Nomi-

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, 0.B.E,
(Nominated).

The Hon.
nated),

T. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi-
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The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, 0.B.E.,
(Western Berbice).

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.I%.
{GGeorgetown Central),

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E,

{(Georgetown South).

The Homn. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Pecr Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Mon. II. ¢. Humphrys, K.C.
(Tastern  Demerara).

The ITon. . R.
Western District).

Jacob (North-

The TIon. A. G. King
River).

(Demerara

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O0.B.E.
(Nominated),

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nowminated).

The Ion. V. Roth (Nominated).
The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice

River).
The Clerk read prayers.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

END OF EUROPEAN WAR. -3

The PRESIDENT: Honourable
Members of Council—We are met today
to record a very proper and important
act in pursuance in this Honourable
C'cuncil of the celebrations of the end
of war in Furope. These, if 1 may
say 1it, have been most fittingly and
admirably carried through in Guiana,
both in city and in country. We do
so today, following the good custom
of this country, with some formality
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and solemnity and in the beauty and

dignity of this distinguished Council
Chamber.

Our immediate business 1is to
take two motions standing in the
name of the hon. the Deputy
President of this  Council and
Member for New Amsterdam, and T

may say here that T know of no omne
so admirably fitted- to discharge this
duty. Tt is mot myy place to stand
between you and the mover, and so T
call forthwith upon the hon.
the Deputy President to move the
motions.

Mr. WOOLFORD: Sir, I beg to
move, the following resolutions:—
Be it resolved:

That this Council respectfully invites

His Excellency the ‘Governor to convey
to the Secretary of State fcr the Colonies
on behalf of the inhabitants of this Colony
the renewed expressions of their continu-
ous lcyalty and dewvotion to the Throne,
and their profound admiration of the sir-
cere interest and gracious sympathy shown
by His Majesty the King and his consort
in the welfare of their subjects in the
prosecuticn of the war against the common
enemy.

Be it further resolved:

That this Council places on record its
deep sense of gratitude to the Armed
Forces, including the Home Guard, Mer-
chant Navy, Civil Defence Units. Red
Cross and kindred organisations. and to
all workers in munition and other facto-
ries of the United Nations for their gallant,
heroic and devoted services in bringing
about the defeat ¢f Germany and in free-
ing the enemy-occupied territories from
the tyranny and aggression of German
rule, and herebv tenders its profound and
heartfelt svmpathy with the families and
relatives of thaose members of the Foreces
who have died in action since the com-
mencement of the War, with the peopies
of Great Britain, and those of the liberat::1
countries in the terrihle distress and ori.
vation suffered by them during the last
five and a half years and more of war-
fare.

With your permission, Sir. 1 do not
propose to speak to the first resolution.
but I should like to call the attentioa of
Members and the assembled company to
some of the remarks made by the Prime
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Minister, the Rt. Honourahle Winston

- Churchill, on the occasion of a motion

similar to that which I have just read.
In the course of his remarks he said:

“We are fortunate indeed that an
office of such extraordinary significance
should be held by one who combines with
the intense love of our country and of
all his pecple a thorough comprehension
of our parliamentary and democratic rzon-
stitution. Well may it be said, and well
was it said, that the prerogatives of the
Crown have become privileges of the
people. Sincere affection, quite apart from
ccnstitutional respect. has come to King
George VI from all parts of the Empire
and Commonwealth.”

It is with those feelings and those
sentiments that I commend the resolu-
tion to the favourable congideration of
the Council.

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: At this stage
I beg to second the resolution moved by
the hon. the Deputy President of the
Council.

« The PRESIDENT: Does any Mem-
ber wish to address the Council?

Mr. EDUN: Sir, may it please
Your Excellency, at the time when 1
was nominated a  Member of this
Honourable Council by "llis - Majesty
the King, I took an Oath of Allegi-
ance to His Majesty. At the same time.
Sir, in my soul ‘I had taken also an
oalh  of umnswerving loyalty and
devotion to  Guiana, the country of
my birth. At a period like this, I
do mnot think T  should allow  this
opportunity to pass when I “should
rtate what is prompting in my heart.
Were T to choose letween my allegi-
ance to Hisx Majesty the King and
my devotion and unswerving loyalty

to Guiana, my duty would he clear
Aindeed. Were T a citizéen of the
TUnited XKingdom, certainly T should
wed myselt for hetter. for worse,

“with the destiny of my Sovereign. Rut

as an Indian and a (Guianese, I feot

that it is not expected of me to strain

‘my loyalty, or for that matter exereise

an cquanimity, -when 1 find that the
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policy of my Sovereign, the policy

of my Crown, clashes against the
policy of my country, Guiana. For
instance, I was made just recently

to suffer ome of the most humiliating
experiences when I had to beg for
permission to enter into Hyde Park,
an  extra-territorial  zone given  to
the United States of America, and I
want to examine at this auspicious
moment what this war was fought
for.  Was it that my country should
grant extra-territorial rights to the
United States or to any other Allied
nation? I think at this juncture I
should make it as clear as possible
that within five aud fifteen minutes
it conld be possible to reduce the city,
of Georgetown into shambles
ithat quarter.

from

But that is not what is actuating
my mind. I think on this occasion
when T am vreaffirmming my loyalty
and my unswerving devotion to His
Majesty the King I should say in
the same spirit ‘in which the Prime
Minister has sald it — with your
permission T will just read what he
said:

“It is the victors who must search their
hearts in their glowine hours and he

worthy of the nobility of the immense
forces which they wield.”

And I plead with the TUnitea
States Government to  reconsider
whether the time would not le soon
at hand to exercise the same generos-
ity to my country, Guiaua, and hand
“us Dback the territory which we had
given during the war. - That is the
spirit which should actuate every
heart within the British Ifmpire and
within the periphery of the United
States of America. That is the feel-
ing that is actuating my mind. Were
I to go furthey, T want to point ont
to you, sir, what was said on this
question of collaboration between the
two ‘great nations — Great Britain and
the Ulnited States of Awerica—at one
period. They  said, within the
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provisions of the Atlantic
their countries seek mno
ment, territorial or otherwise; they
desire to see mno territorial changes
that do not wccord with the freely

Chazrter
aggrandise-

expressed  wishes  of the  peoples
concerned.  That is what has been
expressed  within the provisions of

the Atlantic

an a

Charter. Consequently
Guianese claiming unswerving
devotion io my country, I feel at this
moment to plead for wore accord
between these two great nations that
has brought victory to the cause of
freedom. I Dbeg to support this motion
with .all my heart.

Mi: B, A, LUCKIIOO: . I should
like to say a few words and 1 hope
ny  remarks will touch the 1resolu-
tions. L wish first of all to express
my thanks to Almighty God for vie-
tory and our deliverance. His
Majesty the Iing, by his shining
example of loyalty and devotion to
duty, has set before us, his subjects,
in the discharge of his duty an
exumple of utter unselfishness, and
it is well that we in these parts
should try to emulate it. It is for-
iunate that we live in a community
where varions native peoples live and
work in harmony, and I wish to
uuswerving loyalty to
the IKing, and I feel sure wy country-
men in these parts would also wish
me to say how pleased they are with
the triumphant conclusion of the war
in Europe. ITis Majesty the King
has on all occasions shown his deep
sympathy with all his loving subjects,
and Her Mujesty the Queen has also
shown her sympathy with those who
have been stricken in this war,—the
widows and orphans and all those who
have been wouunded, and all those who

need solace and comfort at  this
particular time.

As T undersiand it, Your BExcel
lency, the resolution that has been

moved by the hon. Member tfor. New
Amsterdam refers particularly to the
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first part of the motion, and it is
not my desire to prolong the sitting
of this Council here today. But let
me express the hope and prayer that
His Majesty may long be spared in
health to rule over an empire united
not only by devoted and unswerving

loyalty to the Throme but also by
respectful e¢steem and affection for
His Majesty’s personality. His

Majesty has by his wisdom and fore-
sight maintained and deepened the
Jloyalty and devotion and affection of
all his subjeects. I have very great
pleasure in supporting the resolution.

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: May I
be permitted, Your Ixcellency, on
behalf of the Nominated Members
of this Legislature to say something
on the first resolution that has been
moved by the hon. the Deputy President
of this Council. It is only 10 days
ago that we saw evidence of the
greatest loyalty that can Dbe demon-
strated by the people of this Colony
when Your  Excellency entered the
precincts of this building and also
when you left. - It is clear that the
loyalty so expressed on that occasion
by the people of this community is
second to none and, although removed
by land and sea over 4,000 milss
away from where His Majesty’'s home
is, I feel sure, Sir, that that magnetic
personality embodied in the King
is the cause of this great loyally
which draws a whole empire to him
i the hub of the universe. This
loyalty to 1Tis Majesty is not some-
thing thrust upon him. Tt is something
that has grown tlhrough the centu-
ries and las taken deep root in all
the racex whom he is called upon to
rule and govern, and it is because
of his simple, Christianlike character
that loyalty mnever before in the
hnman race has grown so strong as
it is at the present time. I feel, Sir,

that on this occasion we can do
nothing more than reaffirm that
continued  Jovalty 1o  him. ITis
Majesty, if T may use the words of
Shakespeare,
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“is a beacon in that precious stone set
in the silver . sea.”

The envy of less happier lands.

The blessed plot, the earth, the reaim,
that’'s England.

I have very great pleasure in
supporting on behalf of the Nomina-
ted Membeys the resolution standing
in the name of the hon. the Deputy

President. (applause).
The DPRESIDENT: 1 propose,
with the agreement of Members, to

proceed to axk the Deputy President
to speak to the sccond part of the
resolution.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I am, Siy,
fully conscious of the responsibility
that rests upon me, on behalf of the
Members of this Council, and on
behalf of the inhabitants of the
Colony in general, in submitting this
resolution to the Council. 1 am also
very fully aware of my inability at
the  moment to describe in  words
something of the feelings and emotions
that took possession of us when the
announcement reached this Colony of
the capitulation of the German foreces.
I wish T could do so, but whatever
deficiencies there may be, or any
omissions there may be in any remarks
I may make today, I would ask vyou
to be indulgent to me, - for any fail-
ure on wmy part to give expression
to what I know many of you, if you
occupied the position I ilo  today,
would Tike to say to those who are
present here.

Nu one present in this Council,
Sir, no British subject in this Colony

or in any part of His Majesty’s
Dominions, can help being grateful
for the invaluable services rendered

by the Armed Forces in the cause cf
humanity and of human frcodom in
the liberation from enslavement and
hondage of millions of pooplc in
Germany, and the release from the
most  pitiless and merciless rutality,
savagery, and butchery that this world



























