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THE

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORT

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959-60)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES:
CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST INDIES
(FEDERATION) ORDER-IN-COUNCIL, 1957.

18th Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
The IHouse met at 2.80 pm.
Prayers

[Mr. SpEAKER in the Chair)

ORAL ANSWERS

Garden Allowances to Ministers

Mr. Cargill (St. Mary, Jamaica) asked
the Minister of Finance to state how much
money had been paid to Ministers by way
of garden allowance and upkeep of grounds
from April 1958 to October, 1959.

The Minister of Finance (Mr.
Bradshaw): Mr, Speaker, the reply to
that Question is as follows :

$14,960 from 1st June (not April), 1958,
to 31st October, 1959.

Travelling Allowances and Expenses of
Ministers Outside Federal Capital

Mr. Cargill asked the Minister of
Finance to state how much money had
been spent by way of (a) travelling allow-
ances to Ministers and (b) travelling
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capenses of Ministers outside the Federal
Capital from April 1958 to October, 1959.

Mr. Bradshaw: The reply to this
Question is that the information is con-
tained in the reply given to a question by
the Member for St. Catherine on 10th
December, 1959, which is reproduced at
Page 1248 of the Official Report for that
date.

Mr. Cargill: May I ask the Minister
of Finance to repeat the figures ?

Mr. Bradshaw : Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlemen for the question, but I am
afraid that T can only repeat the reply 1
have already given.

Funds for Sittings of Legislature

Mr. W. B. Williams (St. Catherine,
Jamaica) asked the Minister of Finance
to state how much money had been ear-
marked for Sittings of the House of
Representatives and how much money had
been saved by having only two periods of
Sittings in 1959 and, further, for what pur-
pose the money thus saved would be used.

Mr. Bradshaw: Mr. Speaker, the
answer to the Question is as follows: No

funds are specifically provided' in the
Annual Estimates for meetings of the
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smaller territories of the Federation but
Jamaica as well is that sufficient has not
been and is not being done to provide
roads for the farmers in the islands. In
Trinidad there is a natural gift peculiar to
the other islands and that is asphalt. The
Federal Government and the Unit Govern-
ments should come together and work out
some subsidy or plan or some other type
of arrangement on an all-West Indian Road
Programme particularly directed to the
benefit of West Indian agriculture and
trade.

It is time we developed not only a poli-
tical but an economic Federation as well.
It is time to stop jumping about the Terri-
tories trying to find out who has the best
favour in The West Indies or whose pound
of flesh is worth more. What we want in
The West Indies, if the Federation is to
last in order to convince the people of The
West Indies who are making sacrifices by
their taxes, of the future of the Federation,
is that we in this House, irrespective of
what Unit leaders say, should begin to
think of proving to the world that we can
make this Federation last.

Hon. Member : Tell Busta.

Mr. W. B. Wiliams: I am telling
everybody. I have committed myself to this
Federation and we are all here to work as
a team for the success of the Federation.

Hon, Member : What about Busta?

He’s on the team?

I am not afraid of my leader. He ...s
done much for Jamaica and the other lead-
ers to seek their islands’ interest. You, Mr.
Minister of Finance, said on one occasion
in this House that you would die before
seeing anything done to affect the interests
of 5t. Kitts, It is incumbent on us here to
satisfy our leaders in order that we can
provide for the generations born and even
those yet unhorn, — [Interruption]

Mr, Speaker, the Minister of Finance
who holds the financial purse of the Federa-
tion is bothering me. If he would keep
quiet I would be able to give him some
hints as to how to increase the revenue of
the Federation or to assist himm to spend
his funds wisely. But instead of doing that
he is depriving this Opposition, Her Maj-
esty’s Opposition, in his capacity as Leader
of the House, from having proper meetings
of the ouse, of having proper meetings
he finds himself, like the other day, in St.
Kitts and Montserrat to fight elections for
his Party and as a result we lost a wonder-
ful opportunity to show the Common-
wealth Parliamentary people what the
Woese Indian people can do. However, time
will deal with him in the proper place.

While we are discussing trade, between
the islands, which is a good thing, I think
the primary thing needed to build West
Indian economy is not so much the estab-
lishment of trade relations between the is-
lands since the crops grown in the islands
are similar; what is really vital to West






























ally punitive you will not get the results
that you are after. I would be the last one
to introduce an clement of rancour or any
sort of atmosphere that could be regarded
as ohstructive of the smooth passage of
this Resolution, but I feel myself bound to
make these particular statements. I realise
that in the case of Governments there are
certain counsiderations that must weigh
with them which would not occur to the

linary citizen; aud I want very much
to respect these considerations. I want to

cc them in their proper perspective, and
their proper conlext, in a debate of this
character. Yet this distinction must be
1 de, Government support of the boycott
is very different from government itself
imposing the boycott. It is a distinction
that has not heen sufficiently made.

I should like all Members of this House,
en both sides, to express their support of
the hovcott, hecause I believe il to be
nerhaps the only means by which it will
be possible to bring home to South Africa
the absolute disgust and revulsion of all
decent and civilized peenle at their poliey
of racial dizerimination, snd their complete
disregard of elementary hui..n rights.

Perhaps I ought to end on this note, for
which T must thank one of my very good
Friends on this side of the Table: “Those
v oom the gods would destroy they first
make mad”. Let us hone that we will see
in the czse of South Africa a most pictures-
que and dramatic fullilinent of this omen.

Dr. Radix (Grenada): 1 . Speaker, I
think that my contribution to this Motion
will toke quite a different tone from what

British Government. The British Govern-
ment knew all along the facts; they saw
the boiling volcano, and they did nothing
about it.

Immediately afier the Boer War, as you
would remember, the Boers were granted
their independence within six years after
the British tasted the Boer guns. And what
did they do? They gave Lhem independence
and in doing so placed the natives of Scuth
Africa at the mercy of their white enemies.
And for goed measure they gave the South
Africans something like three million
pounds which they said was for compen-
caticn. We had the same thing here in the
Wesl Indies around 1834 when slavery was
abolished @ the slavemasters were paid in
compensation something like twenty million
pounds while the slaves in rags were not
given a single penny.

Me. Speaker, the Negroes as an exploited
race have never had any compensation paid
to them whether it is in South Africa, in
the West Indics or the United States. We
have always had the dirty end of the
stickk and that is well known. 1 ask this
question, Mr. Speaker : can South Africa
remain unchanged in the face of the
world when all else changes? In 1935 when
Mussolini went to Abyssinia and we had
the Prime Minister Stazley Baldwin €' v-
crament, what happened? We know that
they did nothing while the Negroes were
being slanghtered in Abyssinia. Today we
have the same parellel. Mr. Macmillan's
Government stands and does nothing, while
negroos are being slaughtered in South
Africa. TIi is known that the League of
Nations then, as its counterpart today, the






















































































