1507 Members Present

LEGISLATIVE GOUNCIL

¢ Tuesday, 19th December, 1944.

The Council met at 2 p.m. His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Lethem K.C.M.G, President, in the
Chair.

PRESENT

The President, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir Gordon James Lethem,
K C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. W, L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. the Colonial
My, E. F. Mc David, C.B.E.

Treasurer,

- The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E,,
K.C. (New Amsterdam).

The Houn. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.
tGeorgetown North).
The Hon. C. V. Wight, (Western

Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. H. N Cnitchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.
(Nominated),

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, Q.R.E,,
(Geprgetown Central),
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The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.
(Georgetown South).
The Hon. J. B. Singh, O0.B.E.

(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North
Western District) .
The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.

(Nominated).
The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated).

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 15th  December,
1944, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

SUPPLY OF PENICILLIN

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members
of Council,—I am pleased to inform you
that a limited supply of penicillin has
been received in the Colony for use in
research in tropical diseases under
controlled hospital conditions, but treat-
ment of urgent civilian cases is not
excluded from the purposes of the grant,

2. A condition of the grant is that
very strict control of issues, in order
to prevent misapplication of the drug,
shall be exercised by Government.

To comply with this condition the
followng technical Committee has been
appointed to supervise releases:—

The Director of Medical Services,
Chairman,
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Dr. J. Glavina, Medical Superin-
tendent, Public Hospital, Georgetown.

Dr. P. A. Clearkin, Government
Racteriologist and Pathologist.

Dr. E. M. Sharples, President,
British Guiana Branch, British Medical
Association.

Dr. S. C. Bettencourt-Gomes, Senicr
Physician, Public Hospital Georgetown,
with Mr. C. H. Campbell, Government
Pharmacist as Secretary.

D.D.T. ExXPERIMENT.

I would like to announce to
Members that 1 hawe received pleasing
information as to the DDT experiment
to be carried through in this colony.
'ive hundredweight of the preparation
have left Britain and should arrive next
month. Two specialists should be able
ic come, arriving early in the year and
give six weeks to two months to the
work. One is a Medical Entomologist in
one of the African services and one
is from the Department of Applied
Entomology in the Imperial College
of Science. As Members are aware, the
costs are to be met under a Colonial
Development research grant but certain
incidental local expenditure will Fall
upon us. I am sure Mernbers will be glad
to know of this progress.

VisiT OF SIR FRANK STOCKDALE.

My second announcement is that
I have received a letter from the Comp-
troller for Development and Welfare
anticipating his arrival here early in
January. Sir Frank Stockdale tells me
that he wishes to give concentrated
special attention to the Corentyne
Development and Welfare scheme and
proposes a special inspection visit over
the Corentyne area with myself for this
purpose. As I have told Members, I have
Government Departments working oan
the plans now and I hope to have ready
for this proposed inspection a good deal
of matter including a special map now
being prepared by the Consulting
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Engineer. I am extraordinarily pleased
that this matter is now making such
progress since I left London.

Sir Frank Stockdale will also give
special attention to the ‘difficult East
Demerara problem, as to which I have
kept him fully informed.

Sir Frank Stockdale in his letter
to me states that he hopes he will be
able to finalise the chief drainage and
irrigation proposals with me.

Members will appreciate that this
visit of the Comptroller to which I have
been looking forward so long, will mean
that I and senior officers of Govern-
ruent will require to give very particular
time to discussion of major things with
him and it is particularly desirable that
Legislative Council business for the
time being be over, to free us for that
purpose.

REQUEST FoR ViIsSIT To BRAZILIAN
FRONTIER.

I have also had a very pressing
request from the Brazilian Governor
of the new territory on our frontier to
meet him on the frontier and of course
I cannot spare the time until Legislative
Council  business for the moment is
complete.

LAND SETTLEMENT,

The despatch about land settlement
which I mentioned recently in Council,
is now completed and going forward. 1t
urges that we proceed with action and
cuggests the lines of finance. An
accompanying  despatch puts forward
the Vergenoegen project in concrete
form. The financing of this, as is
suggested, is that the cost of purchasing
and reconditioning the land should he
met from local funds—that would come
to about $219,000 (that 1s of course
capital expenditure and not annually
recurrent) — while the cost of laying
out the whole area for land settlement
should be financed under the Develop-
ment and Welfare Act. The estimate
for that is approximately $280,000,












































































































































