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LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana
(Constitution) (Temporary Provistons)
Order in Council, 1953)

FRIDAY, 19TH FEBRUARY, 1954

The Council met &t 2 p.m., His
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool-
ford, O.B.E., Q.C,, in the Chair.

— i —

PRESENT :
His Honour the Speaker, Sir
Eustace Gardon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members :—
The Hon, the Chief Secretary, Mr.
John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C.

~ The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. W. O. Fraser, O.B.E.

Nominated Members of Ezecutive
Council :— '

The Hon. Sir Frank MecDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul-
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Merm-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E.
The Hon. G. H. Smellie.

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj.

The Hon. R. C. Tella.

Deputy Speaker —
Mr. W, J. Raatgever, C.B.E,
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Nominated Officials:—
Mr. W. T. Lord, 1.8.0.

Mzr. J. I. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials ;=
Mr. W. A. Phang.

Mr. L. A. Luckhno.

Mr. C. A. Carter.

Mr, E. F. Correia.

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb,

Mr. H. Rahaman.

Miss Gertie H. Collins.

Dr. H. A. Fraser,

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.D.
Mr. R. B. Jailal,

Clerk of the Legislature — Mr. 1.
Crum Ewing.

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature
—Mr. I. R. King.

Absent:—
The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall.

Mr. T. Lee —on leave.
Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.(5.,, O.B.E.
Mrs. Esther E. Dey —on leave.
Mr. Sugrim Singh.

The Speaker read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, the 18th of
February, 1954, as printed and cix-
culated, were taken as read and con-
firmed,.
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Appropriation Bill, that the Schedule
should be taken head -~

;ad will be calied as we go along
today, Sir, so ag to give Members an
opportunity to speak. 1 would also like
to remind hon. Members of what I
told them earlier, as to what would be
the procedure in going through these
Estimates. T think it would be just as
well if T repeated what was said. I said
that when we come to the Schedule,
_each head will be called and Members
will have a right to speak on the
head or on any item under the head.

Mr. Carter: Te 2 point of ex-
planation: Mnust they speszk only as
regards reduction, or as regards in-
ereases also?

The Financial Secretarvs Members
have a right to move a re..ction, bot
can only recommend an increage. If
a motion for the reduction of a sub-
head is carried by the Councll, then
the Appropriation Bill as well as the
head on the Estimates will be reduced
accordingly.  The volume of the Es-
timates would not be used in Commit-
tee, but would be referred o only if a
‘Member. moves the reduction of a par-
‘tieular item. I shoul like to point
out that I have three items which I
would like to move in, which are not
in the report of the Finance Commit-
tee.

Sir Frank MecDavid seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.
Council in Committee.
Clause 2—Schedule.
GOVERNOR

The Financial Secretary: 1 move
‘that head T — Governor — be carried
out at $17,859 as recommencded by the
" Finance Committee.
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Question put and agreed to.
GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIAT

The Financial Secretary: I beg to
move that this head be carried ocut at
$33,187 as recommended by the Finance
Commitiee.

Question put, and agreed to.
LEGISLATURE

The Financial Secretary: 1 heg
move that this head be numbered IIA.
and carried out at $107,228 as recom-
mended by the Finance Committee.

Question put, and agreed fo.
AGRICULTURE

The Financial Secretary: 1 move
that this head be numbered III. and
carried out at $1,020,289.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: Dees any other Mem-
ber wish to speak on this head in view
of all that has been stated.

Mr. Carter: Yes, Sir. At item 13
on page 5 of 'the Estimates,- I notice
that there iz a vote of $3,000 for the
training of apprentices in Agriculture,
and T do not know if I can recommend
an inerease of this amount by $7,000:
This country is particularly agrieul
tural, and guite a number of people in.
dulge in agriculture for want of some-
thing better to do, particulatly on the
river banks. But, when a son looks at
hig father, he realizes that there is no
incentive for him to take up agriculture
also, owing to his father’s mode of lv-
ing as a farmer. He sees hig father
with a shovel and a hoe planting his
i~ piece of land at the side of a river,
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tion. the guota system should be abol-
ish = T

a sum of muuney. 1 sOuula liKe To De
told how I should proceed, '

Mr. Speaker: You will move that
the item be reduced by a certain amount,
“and that will be in order.

Mr. Jailal: It is almost impossible
for me to quote the amount in detail
that I wish the item to be reduced by.
If I am allowed to put it this way, “I
beg to move that a sum of money equiv.
alent to what it enfails to run the quota
system be abolished.”

Mr, Speaker: That will be out of
order. Are you proposing to pget your
information yourself or to ask the
department concerned ?

Mr. Jailal: "I would prefer the
Department to give it to me.

The Financial Secretary: I think
what the hon. Member wants to do is
to ask for the deletion of the entire
vote for maintaining the quota system.
But the quota system is an important
part of livestock comtrol, and, as I said
in my reply to the debate on the bud.
get this guestion of livestock control is
being gone into. I have said I had
already met representatives of the
industry and we are looking for 'a for-
mula for not only getting rid of live-
stock control but for putting the indus-
try in a position of greater seli-

. sufficiency. Merely de-controlling live-
" stock i3 not really enough: the in-
dustry should be expanded to meet the
recurrent shortages. If the hon. Mem-
ber will be assured, it iz a matter
which I am going into -— one of the
things I have been thinking about for
~ the past year. .

Mr. Jailal: I am sorry I was not
here yesterday, and I am happy to hear

what the Financial Secretary has said.
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“ant in time of floods.
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I accept his assurance and I hove some-

Mr. Speaker: If the hon, Member,
Mr. Carter does not desire formally to
miove his - recornmendation, 1 will put
the guestion that the item 'be carried
at the amended figure.

Mr. Rahaman: No provision has
been made for cattle on the Corentyne.
In years gone by we have had any
amount of cattle for export to Trinidad
and Surinam, but today we have not
got ‘enough even for the local market.
Some help was expected from the
Block Il scheme on the Corentyne, but
‘the scheme has been completed and
nothing has been heard from Govern-
ment. We have got the pump at Man-
arabisi supplying water for that area
and that area will be for eattle. Some-
time back the Drainage and Irrigation
Board wrote Government asking what
it was going to do with that area —
whether it will be used for cattle or
not, and up ‘to now nothing has heen
heard. We have got children on the
Corentyne who have never seen a pint
of milk, although milk is such an essen-
tial diet for growing children. Caleium
is lacking both in mothers and in chil-
dren, and that is due to the scarcity of
milk in the area. -

The Attorney-General: I think the

is one of the healthiest
districts.

Mr. Rahaman: Hundreds of cattle
get drowned -at Plantation Port Mour-
S0 far as assigt-
ing with shelter is concerned the spugar
estate authorities have been very kind.
Considerable damage hag been done to
the dam and the Loecal Authorities have
complained bitterly becanse no provi-
sion had been made for cattle. Pro-
prietors cannot meet their rates and
summations, and it is on account of
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recommended by the Finance Com-
mittee,

Quegtion put and agreed to.

CENTRAL  SECRETARIAT—PUBLIC IN-
FORMAT "N DBUREAU
The Financial Secretary: 1 heg

to move that this head be numbered
VIID. and earvied out at $132,889, as

recommended by the Finance Com-
mittee.
Question put and apreed to,
CIVIL AVIATION
The Financial Secretary: 1 beg

to move that this head be numbered
VIIL. and carried out at $84,572, as

recommended by the Tinance Com-
mittee.
Question put and agreed to.
CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT
The Financial Secretary: 1 be

to move that this head be numb 4
IX. and carried out at $6Y,207 as Te-
commended by the Finance Committee.

Question put and =agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: Is thig the title of
the Department—Department of Co-
operative Movement ?

The Financial Secretary: Yes,
3ir, The Department’s functions cover
the entire country and that is pro-
hably why the word “Movement” has
‘been used.

The Chief Secretary: The Com-
‘missioner is called the Commissioner
“for Co-operative Development,

Mr. Speaker: 1 think we should
delete the word “Movement’” and call it
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the “Department for  Co-operative
Development”. The head can L arried
out at the same total.

Question put and agreed to.
CUSTOMS AND ExCISE

The Financial Secretary: 1 beg
to move that this head be numbered
X and carried out at $407367 as
recommended by the Finanece Com-
mittee. I should also like to mention
at this juuncture that the Finance
Committee had originally recommend-
ed a total of $413,607 under this
head, but since then recommendations
have been made for the appointment
of eertain Committees to deal -vith
this matter and efforts are .cing
made to have these Committees ap-
pointed.

Mr. Ramphal: I did not get the
terms of reference of the Committee
appointed. May I ask the Finanaial
Secretary what they are 7

The Financial Secretary: Two
Committees have been recommended;
one to go into the anomalies of the
Customs tariffs which are in opera-
tion, and the other to go into th
expenditure of the Department.

- My, Ramphal: Thank you, very
much. I had risem to move the re-
duction of the vote by 31 in order to
take the opportunity of saying that
there is in this particular Department
at the moment a great sense of frus-
tration, since -this Department is in-
deed a closed Department. That means
that the Officers are not transferable
once they have gone into it. I think
that has been done to excess, and the
position thizs year is very much worge
than ever before. I wish to urge the
speedy appointment of this Com-
mittee. I know that it is not the in-
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EpucaTion—THE BisHops

The Financial Secretary: I beg lo
meove that this head be numbered XIC
and passed at $79,211 as recommended
by Finance Committee

Question put, and agreed to.

Item passed at $79,211 as recom-
mended by Finance Commitiee,

EssEqQurso Boys' ScHool

The Financial Secreta ,: T beg to
move that this head be numbered
XII and passed at $81,222 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee,

‘Question put, and agreed to.

Item passed at $81,222 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT—FINANCE
 SECRETARIAT

The Financial Secretary: 1 beg o
move that this head be numbered XITi
and passed at $25,837 as recommend-
ed by Finance Committee.

Question put, and agreed to.

Item passed at $25,887 ag recom-
mended by Finance Committee.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT—CURRENCY
OFFICE

The Financial Secretary: I beg to
move that this head be numberec
XV and passed at $15,721 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee.

Question put, and agreed to.

Ttem pas -1 at $15,721 as re-
commended by Finance Committee.
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Firg PROTECTTION

Mr. Speaker: The question
by the Hon. Member ahout fire
tection for Bartica iz a very dify
one. I do not know if you can
information from the Fire Bri
Department. b

‘Mr. Correian: New Amsterda
like Bartica. Bartica is not like ¢
villages where there are no comme
centres. As a matter of fact | com
Bartica a City (loughter) on acc
of its proximity, its commercial
tre and government huildings.

Mr. Speaker: I consider
should ask Government to hav
re-appraisement made, and the

te do so iz way of a petition.
is the way to do it.

The item was passed at 338
ag recommmended by Finance (
mittee.

ForEST DEPARTMENT

Speaker, (addressing
Correiay: Do you have re-affor
tion going on at the Penal Se
ment? It wag started.some years

Mr.

Mr. Correia: 1 think the time
come when the re-afforestation
gramme should be extended wvery 1
more because trees are being |
by small and large timber prodt
I think the Forest Department
should be strengthened to do
work.

The Financial Secretary: It
question of salaries. The salaries
not as attractive as they might b

Sir Frank MecDavid: T think
a question of maintaining a staf
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third or fourth month of the year and
it

CEeYLuasu wuin 11 LUE BAlLYy PAFL 0T The
vear. If they have not got the money
the Board on the other hand had not
got a vote by which they can advance
such sums of money. It was done in the
olden days and T do not know why the
vote was taken away.

The Financial Secretary: Tt would
be necessary for me to put it in the
Estimates.

Mr. Speaker: It will have to come
from the Loecal Government Board.

The Financial Secretary: The
Commissioner of Local Government can
see me and the matter will be con-
sidered. It would not he necessary to
do so in order to have the item on the
FEstimates,

Mr. Speaker: Tt would be onlv a
short-term loan.

Mr. Farnum: That is if these Com-
mittees have heen told, on their own
allocations, to advance them any money.

Mr. Jailal: Under this head I wish
to recommend that the Verpgencegen mill
gshould nrovide housing acecommodation
for the mill manager. Very difficult cir-
cumstances are existing in this respect,
and the mill manager has bheen forced
for some time now 'to take whatever
houging accommodation he can get. Cer-
tain representations were made last year,
I believe, and the manager wag told
that he could get a sum of money to
borrow in order to bhuild a house, but
I am submitting that he might scon
be removed from one mill to another.
if Governmen!'s policy holds good to
move these officers from cne place to
another. T think 1t would be very un-
satisfactory if this officer has to
build himself a house for abount
55,000 and then find himself be-
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ing removed from the wvlace short-
fore, that Government should see that
the key persomne! in such a scheme,
such as the factory managers, be pro-
vided with housing. There igno available -
house for the manager at Vergenoegen
and I, personally, know that he is be-
ing threatened at the moment with
Leing thrown out of his home. This
would Dbe =2ll the more undesirable,
when the reaping season Is on aund the
mill is in operation. I undevstand that
gsometimes the mill operates until {
into the evening. 1 am, therefore, re-
commending very strongly that hous-
ing be provided for this officer,

The Chief “~crelary: T know about
this particular case—housing for the
manager of the mill at Vergenoegen.
The position is that funds are being
provided for the development pro-
jects and there is an item for provid-
ing housing for Government officers
throughout the country. I have sug-
gested to the Commissioner of Loeal
Government who hag written to me on
the subject, that he should make a
special plea for priority so that funds
could be made available for the pur-
pose,

My, Carter: Under “Other Charges”
on page 48, I notice that item 2 pro-
vides for (a) Traveling Allowances
{$29,650); (b) Subsistence Allow-
ances ($3,650): and (c) Transport of
Goods ($1,200). T think this is due
to the Ministerial system, and I would
like to ask, now that the Ministry
of Local Government iz being heid
by the Chief Secretary, whether the
gsame amount of travelling is neces-
sary as when ‘the Ministry was being
held by an Elected Member.

The Financial Secretary: I can
answeyr that. Of course, the Estimates
\ really prepaved when the Minis.
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"The Attorney-General: If it ia
true that there are yields as low as
one bag of padi per acre at Cane
Grove, then it would be better to give
over the area in question for couver-
sion as a cattle area. The hon. Mem-
ber, Mr. Carter, has pointed out that
the production of bauxite has reached
saturation point and, therefore,—

Mr. Speaker: He said that there
was peak production.

‘The Attorney-General: There is
peak production in banxite, peak pro-
duction in sugar and peak production
in rice. It seems to me that the only
thing which Is really increasing is
the population of the colony. I think
that when we put these facts together,
we will yealise that avenues must be
found for the increasing population.
I am somewhat fortified in that view
as .a result of the comments made.

Mr, Raaigever:  But what of
expansion here? I have never said that
weé have reached the peak in rice
production. T said that we should re-
duce our cost of production, and that I
will support any effort that we make for
the improvement of the industry.

Mr. -Speaker: I wish the hon.
member, Mr. Tello, would tell us what
is the reason for this low yield of one
bag per acre.

Mr. Tello: I did not say that is a
general rule. T was given the assur-
ance at a meeting I attended, that there
are yields as low as one bag per acre.

Mr.. Jailal: What Mr, Tello has
said is quite true, bnt sueh a low yield
is very unusual. The conditions at
Cane Grove, however, are likely to pro-
duce such yields from time to fime.
My personal opinion is that the people
at Cane Grove and La Bonne Mere
would have done much better if those
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two estates had been devoted to the
production of catile instead of rice.

Mr. Speaker: 1 think someone
who lived there suggested that-if the
estates were bought by Government
they should be nsed for the rearing of
cattle alone. I think he is stijl there,

tem passed as printed,

LocAL GOVERNMENT—SOCIAL
WELFARE ORCGANISATION

The Financial Secretary : I beg to
move that this head be numbered
XXTII A and carried out at $108,763
as amended.

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. Rahaman: I am not satis-
fied with the work of this Depart-
ment, particularly in the Corentyre
district. In Finance Committee I asked
whether there were any Officers of the
Department on the Corentyne Coast and
I was told “no.” 1 can only wonder
why that iz so when there is such a
large vote under this head and there
are not enough rice lands for the people
of the Corentyne. These Officers
should go out and meet the people,
and not only visit schools and places
like that. We want them to 20
to the people and show them how to
raise their standard of living, and so
on, They should get in touch with
parents particularly, since mmnch useful
worle could be done tha{ way. T am
asking that attention be given to the
question of providing an Officer for the
Corentyne distriet.

Mr. Speaker ¢+ What has Mr. Bay-

ley  (Social Welfare Officer) =aid
about the matter; what was hisg expla-
nation?

The Financial Secretary : T think
Mr. Bayley explained that the Social
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page 61 of: the Estimates., Provision is

made . for $85,000 and I am askine. the .

TTTToeTmmmssgm s e s weguuue
Question put, and agreed to.

Ttem amended. to $125,000.

The Financial Seeretary: T heg to.

mave .that, the head be numbered XXXT
and. passed -at $1,031,548 instead of
2991 ,548,

Question' put, and agreed to.
Item passed as amended.

MISCELLANEOUS (b) SUBVENTIONS HTC.
OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL

The Financial Secretary: T beg to
move that this head be numbered XXX1
and passed at $730,894 as recommended
by Finance Committee.

Question put, and -agreed to.

Head- passed at $730,804 -as recom-
mended by Finance .Committee.

PovLIcE

The Financial Secretary: 1 bheg to
move: that this head be numbered
XXXIV and passed at 32,546,303 ac
recommended by Finance Committee.

Question put, and agreed to.

Ttem passed at $2,546,303 as recom-
mended by Finanee Committee,

PosT OFFice

The Financial Secretary: J beg to
move that this head be numbered XXXV
and passed at $1,053,620 as recommended
by Finance Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.

mended by Finance Committee,

PosT OFFICE -—— TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AND ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS" BRANCH

The Financial Secretary: 1 beg to
move that this head be numbered
XXXVT and passed at $563,785 as -
recommended .by Finance Committee.

Question put, and agread to.

Ttem passed at $563,785 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee, -

Prigsons

The Financial Secretary: T beg o
move that this head be nnmbered
XXXVII and passed at $278,442 as re-
commended hy Finance Committee.

Question put, and agreed to.

Ttem passed at $278,442 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee,

PuBLIc WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Financial Seerefary: I beg tn
move that this head be numbered XL and
paszed at $609,582,

Mr.Rahaman: I wish to raise the -
guestion of an addifional Police Station
for Port Mourant and No. 63 Village on
the Corentyne. I was told to discuss the
matter with the Director of Publie
Works.

Mr. Speaker: No. 63 is so near tn
Springlands where there is such =a
station.

" Mr. Rahaman: People complain that
they have seen. their cattle over ag











