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569 Appropriation Bill
amused and satisfied with his perform-
ance this aftermnoon.

Mr. Burnham: There
that can be said about the hon.
Minister of Natural Resources,
even if you do not agree with him,
he tries to give you an answer. Why
indulge in personalities and talk about
performances? I ask the hon. Minister a
very simple question: What do you mean
by “as early as possible”? Abuse is the
shroud with which some people veil their
ignorance.

is one thing

Mr. Benn: The hon. Member has been
absent on several occasions when I rose
to explain certain things. I wish to draw
the hon. Member’s attention to the fact
that Abraham Lincoln said that “not
every jackass that can turn its ears up
can become a Minister of the Govern-
ment”.

Mr. Burnham: I do not intend to go
down to the level of the hon. Minister of
Community Development and Education.
I am not interested in the Ministerial Offi-
ces. I am merely asking him to tell me
what he means by “as early as possible”.
We want information on this side of the
Table. I do not want to go into the gutter
to meet the Minister. I have disagreed
with the hon. Minister of Natural Re-
sources on many a point, but I must say
that he attempts to give us answers when
we ask him questions. I think some of his
answers are worthless, but he certainly
attempts to give us answers. It would not
be a bad thing if the Minister who is re-
sponsible for culture followed his exam-
ple and give us answers.

Mr. Jacksen: There is a society for the
Refinement and Culture of School
Children, and I recommend strongly that
the Minister who is now holding the
portfolio of Community Development
and Education should join that Society
and learn something about refinement.
He has demonstrated this aftermoon
that he lacks refinement in every degree,
and that he does not have the culture and
refinement which one expects from the
Minister of Education. If he is respon-
sible for educating our . people, and he
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comes into this Council and behaves
himself like an ignoramus, then all of
our people will become ignoramuses.

We came here this afternoon to do a
certain job, and we were told that it was
not ready. All of this confusion is due to
the ignorance displayed by the other
side of the Table. The hon. Member
asked a straightforward question : When
are you going to build a Teachers’ Train-
ing College? Will it be built at Ruim-
veldt, the Garden of Eden or Mon
Repos? Mon Repos is far away from the
city

The Chairman: I do not think any-
thing has been said about the Garden of
Eden or Mon Repos.

Mr. Jackson: The Minister says that
the College will be built as soon as pos-
sible. That is not a proper answer from
a Minister who holds a responsible posi-
tion. He must know what project he has
in mind. He should be able to tell us
whether the building will take two or
three years to build, and whether he is
going to start on it tomorrow morning.
We know that the intention is not to
build the College immediately, and it is
intended to transfer the female teachers
to live in the Labour Department near
the Sea Wall, a place which is very
questionable. We also know that the in-
tention is to remove the Labour Depart-
ment from the present site to somewhere
else and to put the Teachers’ Training
College there. They say it is a temporary
measure, and that is why the Minister of
Community Development and Education
cannot say when the College will be
built. He is afraid to give us a straight-
forward answer.

The hon. Minister is aware that $V2
million was reserved in the Develop-
ment Programme for the erection of
the Teachers’ Training College, and he
knows that the money has been utilized
for other work. There is no policy with
respect to the building of the College.
Those of us who frequent the Sea Wall—
perhaps the hon. Minister of Community
Development and Education does not go
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there—know that it would not be a good
site for the erection of a College for
housing teachers. If he does not know
what happens on the Sea Wall he should
ask someone who knows.

The Chairman: I do not think that
question arises here. As far as my recol-
lection goes

Mr.
merely

Benn: The hon. Member is

The Chairman: 1 hope hon. Members
will understand that when I am speak-
ing I must not be interrupted. As far as
I can gather, there is no question about
the Sea Wall or any site near there. The
names of the two places which have been
mentioned are Ruimveldt and Vryheid’s
Lust. I understand that a building is to
be erected at Ruimveldt. In answer to
your question as to when it will be built,
the Minister of Community Development
and Education said “‘as early as possible”.
I have not heard anything said about a
site on the Sea Wall. I wish hon. Mem-
bers would be precise.

"Mr. Ram Karran: The hon. Member
must have seen another file.

Mr. Jackson: I understand that the
building which is now used by the Labour
Department will be used by the teachers
who are undergoing training. I know
that is a fact. The Minister of Communi-
cations and Works is unable to carry out
his duties to the advantage of the general
public, but he is still performing the
duties of “Minister of Humour”. From
the time he entered this Council we have
never heard him giving any positive
approach or answer to any problem. I
know that the reason why the Minister
of Community Development and Educa-
tion will not give us precise information
or any specific date as to when he in-
tends to put up the new College at Ruim-
veldt is due to the fact that he intends
using the building now used by the
Labour Department for housing the
teachers.

Mr. Benn: Government is considering
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the use of the building now occupied by
the Labour Department for another
purpose. The hon. Member’s sleuths are
doing good work. A new building for the
Teachers’ Training College is to be sited
at Ruimveldt. It is proposed that an en-
larged teachers’ training scheme should
commence in September, 1959, and it is
hoped that an alternative building will be
chosen to house this Teachers training
scheme. The building of the Teachers’
Training College will go on at East Ruim-
veldt as soon as Government has the
morney to carry it out.

Mr. Davis: I have no pretensions to
culture, and it is with a certain amount of
trepidation that I now rise, for, as our
creole proverb goes: “When fowl cock got
dance cockroach na got no business deh”.
1 also heard from a reliable source that
the College was to be placed, as a tem-
porary measure, at the Labour Depart-
ment building in Kingston, and I heard
further that the young male and female
teachers were to be placed in the same
building. Maybe it will be a futuristic
sort of training, but when I heard of it, I
was concerned a great deal.

Mr. Burnham: May I ask whether or
not the exact site has been chosen?

Mr. Benn: The technical officers of the
Department visited the site on Monday
and the site has been chosen.

Mr. Burnham: Well. now, may I ask
whether the plans for the building have
been drawn?

Mr. Benn: The plans of the building
have not been drawn as yet.

Mr. Burnham: May I then ask how
soon it is proposed that plans for the
building be drawn?

Mr. Benn: As soon as the architects
are able to draw them. I arranged with
the architects that as soon as the site
was chosen they would start the plans.

Mr. Burnham: I apologize to the Min-
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ister for causing him some embarrass-
ment, but, as I understand it, plans for the
building could have been drawn inde-
pendently of the site. That I understood
" was possible. Anyhow, I take his word for
it—you must get the site and you must
get the land. I accept that. Well, Mr.
Chairman, I know the Minister cannot
say when the plans will be drawn, but I
would like to know from the Minister
if he, as Minister, has set an approxi-
mate time by which the plans should be
put 1n.

Mr. Benn: I do not know that I am
under cross-examination here this after-
noon. I did everything possible to answer
the hon. Member’s questions. Now I
think he is being unreasonable and child-
ish, and I do not intend to answer any
more.

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Chairman, in the
Scriptures it is written, ‘“and a child
shall lead them”. If I were cross-examin-
ing the hon. Member he would have been
in a much more uncomfortable position.
But I am not here as a lawyer. I am
here, having been elected by the people
of Georgetown Central, and I am trying
to elicit some information. If the Minister
has decided that he will not enlighten
me, and he will not answer my childish
questions, I shall go no further, and
leave the public to judge.

1 shall remind him that I have never
heard in other chambers I have visited—
and there are many more — the Minis-
ters refusing to answer such straight-
forward questtons. It is not a matter of
childishness. I merely want to get infor-
mation. It is a matter of urgency as far
as I am concerned. The present ar-
rangement is a makeshift one, but
where you have a makeshift arrangement
{ am particularly worried because the
original siting of part of the Teachers
Training College in Camp Street was a
makeshift arrangement. Makeshift ar-
rangements in British Guiana have a way
of perpetuating themselves into perma-
nency. But if Government has decided
to build at Ruimveldt, it is fruitless for
me to quarrel, and if he says it is going
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to be expeditious, my fears about these
makeshift arrangements would vanish.
That is why I tried to find out from the
hon. Minister if the matter is being expe-
ditiously treated.

Only on Monday the technical officers
looked at the East Ruimveldt site. The
Minister does not know when the building
will commence. These people are exper-
ienced architects, and you can fix a

dzadline. I know the Minister is not an
architect, and I know he cannot say when
the architects will finish, but surely he as
Minister giving instructions to his Per-
manent Secretary can say whether the
architect or architects have been in-
structed to have the plans done imme-
diately. But the Minister is not prepared
to answer my question; that represents an
attitude, to my mind, which makes
necessity of wisdom,; it is not that he will
not but he cannot.

Mr. Tello: Will the Minister say
whether it is intended that the building
will commence this year at all?

Mr. Benn: A site has been chosen.
The architects do not draw their
plans until they have seen the site.
They hardly cver do otherwise. As soon
as Government has the funds for build-
ing a new Teachers Training College, the
new College will be built. In view-of the
necessity of increasing the number of
trained teachers, even although a new
Teachers Training College will be built,
it will still be necessary to have addi-
tional accommodation for . training
teachers.

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Chairman——

The Chairman: 1 thought the matter
had been fully ventilated.

Mr. Burnham: May I indulge my priv-
ilege of speaking as many times as [ may,
in Committee?

The Chairman: The Minister has said
he is not answering any more questions,
and that he has given his best answers.
I thought you said just now that you
were not going any further.
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* Mr. Bumham: Mr. Chairman, the last
answer raised another question, because
the hon. Minister said that even if the
new centre is erected, it will still be
necessary to erect accommodation other-
wise.

~ The Chairman: He said that before.

Mr. Burnham: I want to ask whether
it is not possible to plan for such a
building as will take care of all trainees
say, within the next 20 years. That, as
I understand it, is planning. Either you
provide -enough space in the building,
or so plan the building, from the archi-
tectural and aesthetic point of view that
you can make additions easily and
rapidly. I am ~ addressing that point of
view to the Minister so that his will not
be the necessity of having to provide
extra accommodation elsewhere, outside
of East Ruimveldt. I am trying to be
helpful.

The Chairman: Is that all under Head
12A? If so, I will put the question

PriINcIPAL (TECHNICAL INSTITUTE)

Mr. Tello: I beg to move the reduc-
tion of sub-head 28—*Principal” (Tech-
nical Institute)—by $1. Interest in tech-
nical education is growing at all levels. I
do not want to detain this Committee,
but only to ask if the hon. Minister has
any plans, future or immediate, to cater
for the technical education of children
leaving the primary and entering the
secondary schools. At the moment the
arrangement is to have the largest
amount of entries from young people
who are already at work earning a living,
and they are recommended by their
employers. I would also ask the Minister
if there is to be amy provision for a
technical school in the rural areas.

Mr. Benn: Presently, there are
students from the primary schools
doing courses at the Technical Institute
— students. who have done a preliminary
course and who have shown an aptitude
in metal work or wood work. There are
no plans presently for setting up an-
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other Technical Institute in this country.
The idea is to build up the present one
and see how it works. It is a young in-
stitution, and I believe hon. Members
will agree with me that we should give
it a chance to settle down before rush-
ing it.

As I said yesterday, wherever poss-
ible we hope to be able to build not only
wood work centres, but wood work and
domestic  science  departments. In
smaller areas, Government has a plan
to put up domestic science centres and
wood work centres.

Mr. Tello: I am very satisfied with
the reply, and rather than move a re-
duction of the item I might ask another
question. How does the Minister recon-
cile this plan to improve the Technical
Institute with no provision in the
Estimate for any increase in the vote
for ‘equipment and books? 1f the Tech-
nical Institute is to assume greater
responsibility and the standard of its
work is to be elevated, one would assumc
that there would be need for more
equipment and more books. Of course
that is only a layman’s point of view.

Mr. Benn: The amount put on the
Estimate is sufficient to carry out the
plans we hope to carry out this year.
The same sum was used up last year and
we hope to use another $24,000 this
year to carry on the good work which
is being done at the Institute. The sum
on the Estimate is considered sufficient

to carry out improvements at the in-
stitution.

Mr. Kendall: I beg to move a re-
duction by $1 of subhead 37 — Wages
of subordinate employees, $100 — in
order to ask the Minister the reason for
the decrease of nearly $24,000 on the
approved estimate for 1958. He indicated
last year that the reduction under this
subhead was based on the assumption
that he was going to train students
in Home Economics to fit them for better
positions in life, and because of that
there was no space at the Carnegie Trade
School, and that the money would be
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used for training girls i Home
Economics. T would like to ask the hon.
Minister whether, since he has caused
the dismissal of those subordinate em-
ployees at the Camegie School, the
money saved was diverted to this train-
ing as he envisaged.

Mr. Benn: As a result of the reduc-
tion of the amount some students were
able to be taken into the School. The
course at the School has been enlarged
to a three-year course, and whereas
before it was mainly one of domestic
science, the girls are now doing such
things as arithmetic, English and other
associated subjects, of which they may
not have done sufficient in the primary
schools. So that there has been a con-
siderable expansion. In addition to that
the hon. Member knows that we have
awarded some scholarships in honour
of the Royal visit, “and in a few days’
time, probably tomorrow, a new batch
of teachers will be taken into the Car-

negie School of Home Economics for-

training to go into the country areas to
take charge of the centres and depart-
ments which we hope to set up as time
goeson. We are training more teachers
and more students, and the period of
training has been increased to three years.
They are doing more subjects, so that
there is a considerably expanded pro-
gramme at the institution. Most of the
persons who were employed before this
scheme was introduced have been ab-
sorbed in other places, and one or two of
them, I understand, have been accepted
for training under this Teachers’ Training
Scheme.

Mr. Kendall: Quite laudable, but I
do not think it is reflected under this
subhead which shows a decrease of
$23,000. I do not know if the Minister
can show me where he is spending this
money for this accelerated training. The
Carnegie Trade School for Women has
always taken in student teachers at
certain periods for a course in Home
Economics, but those who have been
trained cannot find jobs in the schools
to demonstrate the training they have
received. In New Amsterdam there

19tH FEBRUARY, 1959

Budget Debate 578

are a few trained teachers from that
School who are still ordinary teachers.
There is no need to accelerate the
tscheme when those who are already
trained cannot be absorbed into the
type of job they were trained for.

Mr. Benn: The amouny shown on
the Estimate is satisfactory for accel-
erating the . training of the additional
14 teachers. With regard to the point
made. by the hon. Member for New
Amsterdain (Mr. Kendall) that there
are teachers who have been trained at
Camegie but do not have an oppor-
tunity to use their training in the
primary schools, I wish to say that the
great problem with us is that we are
not too happy over removing sO many
of those teachers from their normal
teaching duties to do domestic science
all the time, and what we hope to do
is to get a few teachers to specialize
in Home Economics, so that it would
save the time and training of those
teachers in other class work — training
for which we.need so many in the
classes today. We do want to get as
many of our teachers who are trained,
and' who have the higher Teachers’
Certificates, in the class-rooms, because
unless we base Home Economics,
wood work and secondary education on
a sound primary education then all is
lost after they have left the primary
school. So it is necessary to train those
teachers and keep the best teachers in
the primary schools.

Mr. Kendall: "I take it that the hon.
Minister’s intention was to effect a
saving by the dismissal of those subor-
dinate employees who had been working
at the Camegie School for years, but
that saving is not reflected in the Es-
timate. He has not been able to carry
out his plan, and my point is that until
he can absorb those who have been
trained already, why train more ?

Mr. Benn: I did not say that the
savings would be used. I said that the
space would be used; that a portion of the
Tailoring, Dressmaking and Embroidery
departments will be used to provide more
accommodation to train girls to do addi-
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tional work, .and to take in part-time
teachers. I did not say anything about
the money.

Appropriation Bill

Mr. Jackson: I seem to gather that
there are two aspects of this training
scheme which have been referred to by the
hon. Minister of Education, one with
respect to students and the other with
respect to teachers, and that the students
are now being given a 3-year instead of a
2-year course. We also gather that not
only are they being taught domestic
science but they were also going to a
primary school for the purpose of build-
ing up their educational standards and
requirements. . That is commendable,
but it seems to me that if that is being
done — and I assume it has been done
since last year — it must involve an ex-
penditure of money to employ additional
teachers who were on the staff of the
Carnegie School but were not at the time
capable of teaching the 3Rs which are
now being taught. So that Government
must have employed additional teachers
at the Camegie Trade School. But we
have not seen any reflection of expendi-
ture under this Head.

We do not know how many teachers
are now employed for the teaching of pri-
mary subjects at the Carnegie School, or
whether they are provided from the staffs
of the primary schools to perform that
task. If they are employed on a full-
time scale then the expenditure for the
salaries of those teachers must be reflected
in the Estimates. On the other hand, if
those teachers are drawn from the primary
schools it seems to me that in order to
carry out this laudable project some other
place is suffering, because we know that
the primary schools are short-staffed and
that the teachers have very large classes
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to handle. So that if teachers are taken
from the primary schools to teach at the
Carnegie School an injustice is being
done to the primary schools. We expect
ihe hon. Minister to tell us exactly whers
the money is coming from to pay the
teachers who are now teaching the sub-
jects added to the curriculum at the Car-
negie School.

The hon. Member for New Amster-
dam (Mr. Kendall) brought to light the
very important point that there are
already several trained teachers who have
spent more years at the Carmegie Trade
School and have gone back to their pri-
mary schools, but cannot put into prac-
tice the things they have been taught.
This is something which has been men-
tioned on this side of the Table on more
than one occasion. You send people to
be trained, and when they have been
trained and sent back to their substantive
posts they find it impossible to put their
training into practice. It is clear that
there is no policy with respect to this sub-
ject, and that the Minister of Community
Development and his technical officers
have not yet been able to find a scheme
to take care of the situation. It is now
five o’clock, and I might as well end at
this stage.

The Financial Secretary:
move that the Council resume.

I beg to

Question put, and agreed to.

The Council resumed.
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Speaker: This Council stands
adjourned until tomorrow afternoon at
two o’clock.

Council adjourned, at 5.05 p.m,





