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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted 1mder the British Guiana 
(Constitution) (Tempo1·<11ry Provisions) 

Order in Council, 1953) 

FRIDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER, 1954 

The Council met at 2 p.m., Hfa 
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool­
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chair. 

PRESEN'l' 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

' 
Ex-Officio Members:-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. F. D. Jakeway, O.B.E. (acting) . 

The· Hon. the Attorney · General, 
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
l\lr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Members of Execiitive 
Council:-
The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, 

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul­
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines). 

The Hon. P. A. Cummings C:Mem• 
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The 'Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (Mem• 
ber for Communications and Works) . 

; 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, 0.B.E. 
(Member for Local Government, Social 
Welfare anq C:g-op.E:)nttiy~ P,eveloµ.~ 
ment). 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Deputy Speaker:-
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.B. 

Nominated Officials :-
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal. 

Norninated Unoffici:als :­
Mr. T. Lee. 

Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C,M.G., O.B.E. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. E. F. Correia. 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertrude H. Collins. 

Mrs. Esthe·r E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. · 

Lt. Col E. J. Haywood, M.B.E ., T.D. , 

Mr. R. B. J ailal. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clei'k of the Legislature­
Mr. E. V. Viapree (acting). 

Absent:-
The Hon. G. H. Smellie-on leave, 

Prayers were read by the Most 
Reverend the Archbishop of the West 
Indies, Di·, A1~n John ~night, C.M.G, 

• 
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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Counc'il held on Tuesday, 2nd Novem­
ber, 1954, as printed, and. circulated, 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

SPEAKER CONGRATULATES RECIPIENTS 
OF HONOURS 

Mr. Speakeri: Hon. Members of 
Council, I propose to vacate the chair 
for a short interval in order to join 
with others in meeting His Excellency 
the Governor when he arrives. I take 
this opportunity on behalf of the Coun­
cil and myself of congratulating those 
members of the audience who are here 
to be recipients of Her Maj•esty's 
a,wards, and of wishing them every con­
tirnued success in th'efr fields of activ,it~· 
which have brought these honours on 
them. 

On the last occasion when H is 
Grace the Archbishop was here, and 
when he very kindly read our prayers 
-which I propose to follow in future-­
we congratulated him on the honour 
which had been conferred on him. I 
now wish to add a few words to those 
I uttered on the previous occasioo. It 
was in this room and at that table that 
those of us who were privileged to be 
present heard from ti1me to. time his 
calm, careful an,alysis of the important 
events that were taking place in the 
Colony---1bis good advice, careful and 
well-informed criticism. all of which 
were appreciated for thei<r value by 
those who heard them, and will remain 
a rare and lasting benefit to us all. 

'I am gratified-as I am sure you 
may be-to be able to be present this 
day-and I hope I am not making any 
invidious distinction-to witness the 
investiture which will enable us to take 
some consolation and joy in hi1$ being 
honoured i'n our pre~ence. , · 

~ 

I shall now ask His Grace, the 
Chief Secretary and the Chief Justice 
to leave with me, and those members 
of the audience who remain will, I 
think, find it convenient to be in their 
places when His Excellency enters the 
Chamber. 

GOVERNOR PRESENTS AW ARDS 

The sitting was suspended for a 
short interval. 

At 2.12 p.m. His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Alfred Savage, K.C.M.G., 
entered t he Chamber, accompanied by 
the Speaker, to make the following pre­
sentatior.s: 

The Most Reverend the Archbishop 
of the West Indies, Alan John !{night, 
C.M.G., LL.B., D.D.-the Insign ia and 
Grant of Dignity appertaining to his 
appointment as a Companion of the 
Most Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint George. 

Miss Mildred Thomasina Mansfield, 
M.B.E. - the Insignia appertaining tc, 
her appoint~ent as a Member of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. David James Gardiner Ro!,e, 
M.B.E., Supedntendent of Police-the 
Insignia appertaining to his appoint. 
ment as a Member of t he Most Excel. 
lent Order of the British Empiire. 

Mr. Joseph Griffith, Superinten. 
dent of Police - the Colonial Police 
Medal. 

Mr. Merwin Leon Barrow, Sub­
Inspector cf Police-the Colonial Police 
Medal. 

Mr. Alfred Eric Crawford - tlie 
Imperial Seryice Medal. 

Mr. Joseph Elias D'Ornellas-the 
Imperial Service Medal, 
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Mr. James Josiah Cumberbatch­
Imperial Servke Medal. 

The Clerk: The Most Revexcnd 
the Archbishop of the West Indies. 

The Archb_ishop, accompani1ed by 
his sponsors, the Hon. Sir F rank 
McDavid, C.M.G., C.B.E., and Mr. W. A. 
Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.E., proceeded to 
the daiis. 

The Chief Secretary then read the 
Grant of Dignity. 

His Excellency: By Command ,o.f. 
the Queen, conveyed to me through Her 
Majesty's Princitpal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies., I h ave the honour to 
present to Your Grace the Insignia 
of a Companion of the M,ost Di<stin­
guished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George. 

The award has been made by Her 
Majesty in recogrtition of your devoted 
and unselfish service in the Gold Coast, 
in British Guiana and in the West 
Indies generally and covering a period 
of twenty-five years. 

His Excellency _ placed the Insignfa 
on the Archbishop and congratulated 
him on the award. 

The Clerk: Miss Mildred T . Mans­
field. 

Miss Mansfield, accompanied by 
her sponsors Mr. Vincent Roth, O.B.E., 
and Mr. R. A. Dummett, M.B.E., pro­
ceeded to the dais. 

His Excellency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me through 
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, I present to you 
the Insignia of a Member of t he Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire. 

This awa,rd has been conferred on 
you by Her Majesty for your devoted 
and unselfish public service to all sec­
tions of the community over ,a period of 
many years and in particular for your 
work for over 20 years in, respect of the 
Chi!ldren's Dorcas Club. 

His Excellency pinned the Insignia 
on Miss Mansfield a11d congr,atulated 
her on the award. 

·The Clerk: Superintendent D. J. G. 
Rose. 

Superi-ntendent Rose, accompanied 
by his sponsors the Hon. F. D. Jakeway, 
O.B.E., and ,Colonel C. H. A. Ward 
O.B.E., proceeded to the dai\S. 

His Excellency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me through Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary -of State 
for the Colonies, I have the honour to 
present to you t:qe lns,ignia of a Mem­
ber of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire. 

This award has been conferred 
upon you by Her Majesty for your un­
selfish devotion to duty during a most 
diffioult peritod. · 

His Excellency pinned the 'Insignia 
on Super intendent Rose and congratu­
lated him on t he award. 

The Clerk: Superintendent .r. 
Griffith. 

Superintendent Griffith proceeded 
to the dais. 

His ExceHency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me through 
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for ~he Colonies, I present to you 
the Colonial Police Medal for Merit­
orious Service. 

I-
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LH'is Excellency] 
This award has been conferred 

upon you in reco,gnition of your out­
standing service in the Police for over 
34 years during- whiich you have gained 
the confidence, respect and affection 
of all sections of the community. 

His Excellency pinned the Medal 
on Superintendent Griffith and con­
gratulated him on the award. 

The Clerk: Sub-Inspector M1 L. 
Barrow. 

Sub-Inspecto1· Barrow proceeded to 
the dais. 

His Excellency,: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me through, Her 
Majesty's Principal .Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, I present to you the 
Coloniial Police Medal for Meritorious 
Service. 

:Your service has been outstanding 
and your loyal and efficient support of 
your Senior Officers during a most 
difficult period was an example to all. 

His Excelle)lcy pinned the Medal 
on Sub•Inspector Ban·ow and congratu­
lated him on the award. 

The Clerk: Mr. A. E. Crawford. 

Mr. Crawford proceeded to the 
dais, 

His Excellency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me th1·ough Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, I present to you the 
Imperial Service Medal. 

This award has been conferred on 
't you for devoted service in the Post 

Office, in whkh Department you rose 
to the highest post in the Unclassifi'ed r• Se,vice th,ough application to duty 

zeal and loyalty. You have been an 
inspiration and example to your col­
leagues. 

Hi1s Excellency pinned· the Medai 
on Mr. .Crawford and congratulatei;i 
him on the award. 

The Clerk: Mr. J. E. D'Ornellas. 

Mr. D'Ornellas proceeded to the 
dais. 

His Ex,cellency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to, me through Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary ,of State 
for the Coloniies, I present to you· the 
Imperial Service Medal. 

This award, has heen conferred on 
you for most capable and efficient ser­
vke over 45 years in the P,o~t Off/ice 
during which time you have set a note­
worthy example of the duty of Govern­
ment officers to develop good relations 
with the public, whose servants they 
are. 

His Excellency pinned the Medal 
on Mr. D'Ornellas· and congratulated 
him on the award. 

The Clerk: 
batch. 

Mr. J. J. Cumber-

Mr. Cumberbatch proceeded to the 
dais. 

His Excellency: By Command of 
the Queen, conveyed to me through Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, I present to you the 
Imperial Service Medal. 

This award has been conferred on 
you in respect of your 34 years of 
meritorious se!vice at the Essequibo 
Boys' School. You have been a model 
officer, equi,pped with pati1ence and 
tact, and always highly respected by 
the boys as well as by the staff. 
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His Excellenicy pinned the• Medal 
on Mr. Cumberbatch and congrntulated 
him on the award. 

His Excellency withdrew from the 
Chamber, accompanied by the Speaker. 

At 2.30 p.m. Council resumed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

l\,IEMBBRS OF COUNCIL TO BE 

PHOTOGRAPHED 

Mr. Speaker : Hon. Membel'S, a 
Colonial Office photographer is tin t he 
Colony at the present moment and has 
expressed t he wish to take photographs 
of l\iernbers of the Council in session 
and ou, of session. There is a tenta­
tive proposal thart the Council should 
meet 0 !1 the 26th of November if that 
elate is convenient to Membei:11. I pre­
sume that most Members know that our 
nsxt meeting will be on the 26th inst. 

Fn;ANCE CuMMITTEE 

The Financial Secretary: It is 
proposed to have a meeting of F inance 
Committee on tlte 25th. I would sug­

gest that t he Council should meet on 
the 25th., and that Finance Committee 
should meet on the 26th. The 
reason is that unless t he hon. 
Member for Local Government, Social 
Welfare and Co-op•er ative Develop­
ment (Mr. F arnum) obtains approval 
by this Council of the two motions 
dealing with social security, Finance 
Committee will not be able lo make the 
necessary financial provision. 

••Mr. Speaker: If it is convenient 
to hon. Members the next meeting o-f 
the Council will then be on Thursday, 
:;:t,th inst. instead of on the 26th. 

R E.PORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

The following documents were laid 
on the table:-:-

By the Chief Secretary : 
Sessional Paper No. 9 of 1954-Ad· 

dress by H is Excellency the Governor Sir 
Alfred William Lungley Savage, K-C.M.G., 
on the Report of the British Guiana Con­
s,titutional Comm~ssion, 1954, in the Coun ­
cil Chamber on Tuesday,, 2nd November, 
1954. 

Sessional Paper No. 8 of 1954-Report 
of the Salaries Revision Commissioner, 
1954. 

By_ the Financial Secretary: 

Schedules of Supplementary Estimates 
for the months of August and September, 
1954. 

Sc:hedules of Supplementary Provision 
(Dev.elopment) for the months of August 
and Se'P,tember, 1954. 

Order in Council No. 55 of 1954 made 
under Section 8 of the Customs ( Consol­
idation\ Ordinance .. 1S5-2 (No,. 69) on the 
~rel of October, 1954, and published in thi 
Gazette of ,the 6th of November, 1954. 

Minutes of Meeting of Finance Com­
mit-tee held on 28th October, 1!)54. 

By Sir Franli: McDavid ·• (Member 
for Agriculture, F·o•rests_. Lands and 
Mines) : 

Financial S tatements for the year 1953 
of ,the Vergenoegen Land Sett lement 
Agricultural Assistance Scheme together. 
wi.tlh -th"' Director of Audit's certificate an d 
report thN·eon. 

By Mr. Farnum (Membe.r for Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co­
operaitive Development) : 

Report of Inquiry into Social Secur ity 
in British Guiana by J . Henry Richardson, 
M.A .. Ph.D., Professor of Industrial Rela­
tions in the University of Leeds. 

Sessional PapH No. 10 of 1954-Deci­
sions of the G'overnor ifi Council on the 
recommendations in the Repor,t of Inquiry , 

j 
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into Social Security in British Guiana by 
Frofessor J. !Henry Richardson, M.A., Ph.D. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

lNTRODUCTT0N OF BILLS 

The Financial Secretary gave 
notice of the introduction and first 
reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance to allow and confirm 
cer.tain additional ,expenditure incurred in 
the year ended the thirty..!first day of 
iDecember, 1953.'' 

Mr. Cummings (Member 
Labour, Health and Housing) 
notice of the introduction and 
reading of a Bill 1ntitulecf: 

fox 
gave 
first 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Factories Ordinance, 1947." 

Mr. Farnum (Member f.or Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co-op­
erative Development) g,ave notice of 
the introduction and first rGading of a 
Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance to amend the New 
Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, 
1949.'' 

NOTICE OF MOTION:S 

C0NPTRMA'!ION OF ORDER IN C0UNC!L 

The Finl ncial Secretary gave 
notice of the following motions:_.: 

That this Council in terms p,f Section 
9 of the Customs (Consolidation) Ordin­
ance, 195,~ (No. 69) confirms Order in 
Council No. 55 of 1'954 which was made 
on tbc 3rd of Octcber,. 1954, and• published 
in the Gazette of the 6th of November, 
1954. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 

That this Council approves of the Sup­
plementary F..stima,tes for August and Sep-

•·•, ,, v 

tember, 1954, wh ich have been laid on the 
table. 

SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT 

ESTIMATES 

That ::his Council .aoproves of the Sup­
plementary De.velopment Es,timates for 
August and September, 1954, which have 
been laid on .the table. 

REPORT ON SOCIAL SECURITY 

Mr. Farnum (Member for Local 
Government, Social Welfare and Co­
operative Development) gave notice of 
the foHowing motions:-

Be it resolved: 

That this Honoura:ble Council accep,is 
in principle the recommendations con­
tained in Professor Richardson's Report on 
Social SecurHy in British Guiana and ap­
proves of the pvoposals of the Governor 
in Coi;r.cil on those recommendations a:!> 
set out in paragraph 34 of Sessional Papet 
No. 10 of 1954. 

INCREASED OLD AGE PENSIONS 

Be i,t resolved: 
That the amount of pension _payable 

unde1· ,md in accordance with the p,rovi~ 
s1ons of the Old Age Pensions Ordinance, 
1944, as fixed in subsec,tion (1) of section 
8 of the said Ordinance shall, with effect 
from the 1st day of July, 1954, be varied-

(a) in the case of a 2erson ordinarily 
resident in the G"eo1.·getown a~ea 
from four dollars and fifty cents per 
mensem to seven dollars and fifty 
cents per mensem; and 

(a) in the case of a person ordinarily 
resident elsewher e than in the 
Georgeto.wn area from three dollars 
per mensem to five dollar.s and fif,ty 
cent:6 per mensem; 

And be it further resolved: 
That Resolution No. XXVIII passed 

by ,the Legislative Council on the 119th 
day of March l:951, be annulled with effect 
from the 1st day of July, 1954. 
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UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

COMMITTEE TO 'INVESTIGATE PLYWOOD 

INDUSTRY 

Mr. Carter gave notice 0£ the fol­
lowing motion: 

Whereas the locally grown wood 
known as Dalli is being exported to & 
fordgn country and no export duty is be­
ing collected th ereon; 

And whereas only the highes.t quality 
grade of D alli logs which must be free 
from k.'Jo.ts, splits, wanes, warps, flats and 
borer are acceptable in the export market, 
and as a conseq11ence rejected log5 involv­
ing thousands of cubic feet of this wood 
are allowed to rot and w;,.s.te in the fore,t: 

And whereas this Colony imports ply­
wood on which import duty is collected. 
and , uch plywood is manufactured from 
Dalli kgs of this Colony; 

An<l whereas the Colony's foresb 
abound with Dalli and in quantities esti ­
mated to i;,perate a plywood industry for 
a t least forty ( 40) years; 

And Whereas the Colony's housing 
programme wou1.d absorb fully all of the 
plywood ,that could be manufactured lo­
cally from Dalli and other suitable Colony 
woods._. and the establishment of such :m 
industry would create employment for 
many 0f the present unemployed: 

Be it Resolved: 
·rh2.t this Council recommends-

(a) ,the appointment of a Select Com­
mittee Comprising five members to 
1nve.stigate and repm·t on .the poss,i­
hility of P.stablishing a plywood in­
dustry in the Colony; 

(b) the immediate imposition of an ex­
port .tax on the wood known as 
Dalli; 

(c) the imposition of an export tax on 
all forest products excluding fire­
wood and charcoal ; 

(d) that Rules be enacted under section 
18 of -the Export of Timber Ordin­
ance. 1937 (No. 1) to provide :'or 
the collection of export tax and in.­
spe:::tion fees, ,etc., on fo1·est pro­
ducts. 

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS 

DR. MILLER SCHOLARSHIP 

Miss Collins gave notice of the 
following questions: 

(1) Was the,re any sum of money left 
under the Will of the late Dr. R. Mil­
ler, reth·ed Government Medical 
Offi:er, for Government .to establish a 
,cholarship or scholarships? 

(2) If so: 
(a) How much WHs it? 

(b) When, was the amount paid to 
Government? 

(c) What w ere the conditions laid 
down for the scholarship? 

(3) H ave any scholarships been grant­
ed~ 
If any, whP.:,? 

If none, why? 

MR. LEE'S PRO.POSED :iVIOTION 

Mr. Speaker: I have received a 
cop_,. of a proposed motion by the J10n. 
Member, Mr. Lee, and I would be glad 
if he \\'ould see either myself or the 
Clerk about it. I cannot deal with a 
motion concern:ing a repor t which has 
not been submitted to this Council. 

Mr. Lee: I intend to come to yc.u 
about it, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: 
before the Council. 
ledge of it. 

The Report is not 
'\Ve have no know• 

Mr. Lee: I would like some direc 
t ion as to whether a report which has 
been laid on the table and brought to 
the notice of Members of this Council 
cannot be discussed by way of motion? 

Mr. Speaker : Cer tainly. 

Mr. Lee: The Report (Salarie;:; 
Revision) has been laid on the table 
today. 

i;,,. 

~""1.--· 
~--~ 

.. h _:J h 
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L EAVE TO M R. $MELLIE 

Mr. Speaker : Leave has been 
granted to· t he hop. Member, Mr. 
SrneHie, for two months from the 30th 
of October to the 31st of December, 
1954. 

t 

MR. R AMPHAL'S A PPOINTMENT AS · 

C OMMISSIONER OF L ABOUR 

Mr. Ramphal: Before you take 
the Order of t he Day, Sir, I crave your 
indulgence to express my sincere thanks 
to :,ou personally and to t he hon. Mr. 
Raatgever for the very kind words of 
congrat-u]ations you expr essed when I 
was not in m ~- se,at at our meeting on 
the 15t h of October. I ',V'ish al1;0 to 
express my t hanks to the Council for 
the very kind way in which these ex­
press.ions of ,eongratulation were re­
ceived. I am ver ~" consciou;a;, Sir, that 
I am th e first Guianese to hold thi1, im­
portant post, and J hope that m~· future 
conduct will be such that when I leave 
t he office I shall le.ave it an easy place 
for other Guianese to fil l. ( Applause). 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

B ILLS-FIRST READING 

The fo1lowing Bills were read a 
first time:- -

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance fur­
ther to a mend the Income Tax Ordinance 
w ith respect to exemption from Incom<, 
tax-(On a motion ,by the Financial Sec­
rc ta1-y seconded by Sir Frank McDavid). 

A Bill inti,tuled "An Ordinance fur­
th er to amend the Public Health Ordin­
a nce, 1934•·. 

A Bill in-tituled ' 'An Ordinance to 
amend the Rent Restriction (Cont inuance) 
Ordin ance, 1954"- (0n a m otion by the 
M ember for L a•bour.,. Health and Housing 
seconded by Sir Frank McDavid) . 

· A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to in­
corpor;i.t~ certain pe,fsons as Trustee11 of 

•• ~ ~ -~ :~~~,. ~ 

.... .e;,J:. ' ~ 

the Body known as The British Guiana 
Sanatan Dharma 'Maha Sabha; to ves,t in 
such persons certain property; a11-d for 
purposes connected with the matters 
aforesaid.''-On a motion by Mr. Sugrim 
Singh seconded by Mr. Ramphal. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 

DEME,~ARA ELECTRTC Co.'s .l<'RANCHISE 

Mrs. Dey asked and the Member 
:for Communications and Works replied 
to the fol!c.wing questions :-

Q. 1: Is it not the case that the fran. 
e:hise granted by Government to 
the Demerara Electric Compan y, 
Limited, .to generate and to sell 
electricity in the City of George­
town. as well as 5 miles outside 
of the Cily of Georgetown is for a 
period of 50 years? 

A. - The all.9Wer 1~ in :th? affirmative. 
The duration of the Order is .. how­
ever, subject to the conditions con­
tained in sec.tion 4 of the George­
town Electric Supply and Tram­
ways Ordinance, Chapter 79. 

Q. 2: Is it the case .thaL the franchise 
is due for reds;on this year and 

such revision shall take place by 
or before August"! 

A. - The answer is in the negafo·e. Atten­
t ion is.. however, drawr, to scc­
;tion 4 of the Georgeto,vn Electric 
Supply and Tramways Ordinancc. 
Chapter 79, relating to, the powers 
of the Governor in Council should 
.the Company fail to comp]:,, wiih 
reasonable requirement, to impT0ve 
the undertakirn:; and hring it up l:o 
d:it-e .. etc . 

Q. 3: ls it .the case tltat the Demerara 

A. 

Electdc C0mpany. Limited is 
obligated t>ncl.er the franchise to sup­
ply electric current to any local 

.:uthoritv ~viLhin 5 miles of George­
.town o·n such local authoritv senr­
ing a requisition signed by 6 or 
mor~ persons on tr.e iDeme1·ara 
Electric Compa.'1y, Limited? 

Thse answer is in the affirma.tive. 
See Clauses 14 to 23 of the· George • 
tv.wn Electric SupPly Order, 1927. 

- ..... 
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Q. 4: Has the Demerara Electric Com­
pany Limited the right to mc:ke 
the fuel charge they are now mak-­
ing in every consumer's · bill? 

A- - The answer is in the affirmative: 
Provided however. that ,the maxi­
mum price of electricity supplied 
does not exceed fifteen cen-ts for 
each kilowatt unit, as set ou,t in 
the Third Schedule to the George­
town Electric Supply Order, 1927. 

HOSPI'.l'AL FEE'-S (AMENDMENT) 

REGULA TIO NS 

Mr. 
Labour, 
to move 

Cummings (Member for 
Health and Housing) : I beg 
the following motion:-

"That this Council approves of the 
Hospital Fees (Amendment) Regulations, 
1954, which have been laid on the ;table." 

The Hospital Fees Regulations of 
1932 provide that "every Public Officer 
on the Fil{ed E1;tablishmE:nt and every 
Government employee who is on the 
regular monthly salary staff of any 
Department who desires to be admitted 
for treatment to a Public Hospital as a 
paying patient or to guarantee payment 
of the Hospital expenses of any mem­
ber of his family must either conform 
to the general regulations for paying 
patients al.Jove or alternately sign a 
special guarantee form authorizing de­
ductiorn; from his salary." 

That concession is limited to cer­
tain Public Officers. Following upon 
recommenda•~ions from the Whitley 
Council the Executive Council has de­
cided to ask t his Council to approve of 
~hese amendments in order that that 
fa:!ility can be applied to all Govern­
ment Officers and employees-those who 
are not also on the Fixed, Establishment 
-providing they are on the regular 
monthly staff, and that Schedule 7 to 
the Hospital Fees Regulations of 1932 
as substituted by Regulation 3 of the 
Hospital Fees (Amendment) Regula­
tions No. 17 of 1953 which provides 
for a reduced seale of fees for in-Pa­
tient treatment for Government Em­
ployees on the Permanent Establish­
ment and employees of the Transport 
and Harbours Department and Non­
Commissioned Officers and Constables 
of the Police Force, should be extended 
to all employees on the regular staff of 
all Departments of Governme:1t. These 
Regulations seek to adopt those pro­
posals. 

Sir Frank McDavid fteconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion adopted. 

Mr. Speaker: This concludes the 
business for today and I adjourn the 
Coundl to next Thursday, 25th Novem­
ber, at 2 p.m. 
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