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The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Thursday, 26th May,
1960, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEAVE To MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker: [ have tc announce
that the hon. Member for Eastern Dem-
crara (Mr. Beharry} reports that he is
indisposed and unable to attend teday.

The hon. Member for Georgetown
Central (Mr. Burnham) reports that he is
unable to atiend during the early stages
of today’s meeting.

PAPERS LAID

The Minister of Trade and Industry
(Dr. Jagan): On behalf of the hon. Min-
ister of Labour, Health and Housing, 1
wish to lay on the Table the

Annual Reports of the Central Hous-
ing and Planning Authority for the years
1955—1958, together with the Certificates
and Reports of the Director of Audit
thereon.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Rir. Jackson: Mr. Speaker. 1 beg
to intimate that, with your permission, 1
wish at the appropriate time to ask to
move a Motion for the suspension of the
relevant Standing Order to enable me to
move a Meotion concerning which 1 have
already consulted you.

ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING
OF QUESTIONS

DETARTURE AND RETURN OF
' GUIANESE

Mr, Jackson: [ beg 1o ask Question
No. 10 standing in my name on the Order
Papcr. Will the Honourable Chief Secre-
tary say how many Guianese left the
Colony between the 1st of January, 1958,
and the 31st of December, 1959, for the
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several parts of the British Con
wealth and the United States of Anr
and how many have returned t
Colony during the same period "t

The Chief Secrefary (Mr. Hedge:
I regret that the form in which statist
of departures from and arrivals in Britisn
Guiana are kept does not allow of the
question being answered in the precise
form in which it is asl Complete
figures are kept only of departures to the
British Caribbean Territorics, including
British Honduras and the Bahamas, to
other Commonwealth countries as a
whole, and to all foreign countries. In
addition, a record is kept of persons go-
ing to the United Kingdom to take up
permanent residence. With regard t
Guianese wha return to British Guian
only the total figure is available, no re
cord being kept of the individual coun
tries from which they are returning.

The available figures for the perio
1st January, 1958 to 31st Decembe
"7 79, are as follows:

Guianese Departing:

British Caribbean territories
(including British Honduras

and the Bahamas 7,361
Other Commonwealth coun-
tries (including 1,100 who
left to take up permanent
residence in the United
Kingdom) 3,473
All foreign countries 9,241
Total . 20,075
Guianese Returning: 17-6:

Rir, wcalker: Question No. 11,
A * TRATION OF
GCF GETOWN PRISCN

Mr, Jackson: [ beg to ask Qucstion
No. 11 standing in my name on the Order
Paper. In view of the fact that a Pr
Officer was murdered in the Georget
Prison, does the Government propos
order an inguiry into the administra
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1 think the time has come to ask that
when we are extending our sympathies
with those who are suffering in Chile we
also do so in a very tangible manner. It
is true that our circumstances are bad,
but not so bad that we cannot show that
sympathy in a very tangible manner, by
offering financial aid and other forms of
material relief. 1 heartily commend this
Motion to this Council.

The Minister ¢f Labour, Health and
Housing (Mrs. Jagan): I second this
admirable Motion moved by the hon.
Member for Georgetown North. 1 think
every Member in this Council, represent-
ing as we do, in one form or another, the
people of British Guiana, feels the utmost
sympathy for the people of Chile who
have suffered such misfortunes as tidal
waves, earthquakes and so on. Moreover,
we who also live on the South American
continent must feel a brotherhood for all
those people living in this area.

C 77 theirs is one of the —eatest
disasters e world has seen in many a
year. The people of British Guiana
should express their sympathy through the
correct channels, so that the people of
Chile will appreciate that they have
friends and sympathizers all over the
world. T agree that we should take steps
to see what relief other than financial is
possible.  Only a few days ago | was ap-
proached by an organization which felt
the same way and was anxious to send
blood to Chile. However, because of the
geographical posiuon, I found, spcaking
to the doctors in charge of the blood bank,
it would have been very difficuit to scnd
blood to Chile and in the quantities which
we have available here.

It is appreciated that this is a small
country and that we would have to con-
tribute within the limits of our resources.
I understand that there is a move afoot
for certain organizations in British Gui-
ana to get together and collect money and
clothing and other things which might
assist the people in their time of disaster.
So that with some assistance from Gov-
ernment added to that, I think British
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Guiana would be able to express its sym-
pathy in a tangible way. 1 take pleasure
in supporting the Motion,

Mr. Hubbard: Mr. Speaker, George
Bernard Shaw once wrote that “Nature
is red in tooth and claw”. The recent
events in Chile point to the truth of that
statement.  Unfortunaiely, when we look
at natural calamities such as those the
people of that poor South American
country have had to endure we come to
realize that though “nature is red in tooth
and claw”, nature is not so terribie as
min.

What the people of Chile and the
Pacific have suffered in consequence of
these natural upheavals is no whit as great
as the suffering of the people of Nagasaki
and Hiroshima in consequence of the
brutality of man himself. And I would
like, in contemplating these great and
moving events, 1o draw some philosophy
from them.

What 1 think we must realize is that
nature is terrible, but man is still nature,
and nature even moreso. We can .
template the disaster in Chite without any
passion and without any necessity to place
blame on any one person or sct of per-
sons. We therefore can draw fully upon
the reservoirs of the human side of our
naturc: kindness and charity. We can
see in this natural disaster the brother-
hood that is in all of us; and [ think, Sir,
that it is fitting when we have the oppor-
tunity, to look upon the deeds of nature
and of men and use the cxperience of the
one to temper the acts of the other.

I heartily support the proposat that
our sympathy and our assistance go out
to our brothers in Chile.

Mr. Campbell: 1 risc to give my
whole-hearted support to this Motion
moved by the hon. Member for George-
town North. [t is very lamentable to hear
of the results of this awful natural calam-
ity. T heard that in the West Indies
scientists are beginning to record shocks.
All along we in British Guiana have been
safe from such natural calamities, but one
never knows. We are under the level of
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the Atlantic and I am sure that if the
Atlantic were to rise just around 10 ft.
with a tidal wave the suffering that would
come to the people of these parts can be
imagined. The wnearest highland above
t  sea level is 25 miies away from the
City, at Atkinson Field. Anyway, I am
always grateful to the Creator for our be-
ing sparcd such disasters,

Question put, Mation carried un-

animously.

LAND BONDS ORDINANCE 1959:
REPTAL PROPOSED

Mr, Speakers  We shall resume the
debate on the Motion, moved by the hon.
Member for Demerara River, as follows:

“Whereas enactment of the Land
Bonds Ordinance, 1959 (No. 21) has
caused dissatisfaction and grave concern
among the fanded proprietors of the
Colony:

Be it resolved: That this Council re-

commends the repeal of the Land Bonds
Ordinance, 1959 (No. 21).”

I wae rot present when this Motion v
move .., but from the records [ notice tnat
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Tello,
was speaking at the time of the adjourn-
ment. It does appear also from the re-
cords that he began to speak from 4.25
p.m. and that the adjournment was taken
somewhere about five o’clock, If the re-
cord is accurate, it seems to me that be-
tore he can continue, there must be some
Motion to extend the time of his speak-
ing.

Mir. Fredericks: 1 beg to move that
the hon, Nominated Member, Mr. Tello,
be given an extra half-hour to speak.

Dy, Jagan:
.Motion

Speaking on this

Mr. Speaker: Just a moment,

Dr. Jagan: Speaking on this Motion
just moved, Sir

Mr. Speaker: [ think the rule says
that it must be put without amendment
or debate.
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Mr. Speaker:
35 (1) states:

“The mover of an original motion
shall not be limited in the duration of his
speech on such mation or in reply.

(2) Subject to the preceding paragraph
of this Standing Order, a Member shall
not be entitled 10 address the Council for
more than 30 minutes on any subject:

Provided thai the Council may, by
motion made and carried without amend-
ment or debate which shall set out the
extension, extend the time limited by this
Order.”

Standing Order No.

By this particular Standing Order [ am
precinded from accepting an amendinent,
or to permit w debate. I shall have to put
the guestion accordingly.  The question
is, that Mr. Tello be permitted to continue
for 30 minutes more, Those who are in
favour, please say “Aye”; those who are
against, please say “No”.

None against; the Motion is carried,

Mr. Teflo: On the adjournment I
was trying to impress on this Council
that it is my conside  opinion  t the
Government erred in  introducing the
Land Bonds Bill, without first fulfilling
certain prerequisites. I was frying to
prove to Council that already British
Guiana has on its Statute Book adequate
legislation for dealing with any man who
hoards land at the expense of the
economy of the country. Before Govern-
ment had given thought to the introduc-
tion of legistation as expressed in the
Land Bonds Ordinance, certain prere-
quisites should have been attended to.

I express the opinion that, in view
of the fact that this piece of legislation
was on the Statute Book, the Government
should have moved to intensify its interest
in providing markets, local and foreign,
in order to show the small farmers that
markets are available for marketing their
produce. 1 recognize that Government is
taking steps to appoint a Marketing
Officer. Tt is a step in the right direction,
and it is a credit to the Government, but
I make the point that this has come after,
vather than beferce, this hostile piece of
legislation.
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I repeat that the Government has not
done enough to educate our peasantry in
relation to accepting scientific agricuttural
methods, and accenting what is necessary
in these modern times in order to produce
economically and find a place in a com-
petitive muarket. 1 repeat that the Gov-

nent erred in introducing this piece

:gislation, and the hon. Mover is quite
correct in his attempt to remove it from
the Statie Book. | hope to contiite to
prove that there is mertit in the Motion.

1 do not know if 1 have impressed
on this Council what I feel, and what has
been made known to me by ussociating
with the peneral public. There is a con-
siderable amount of uneasiness on the
part of the small landowner. When T say
small landowner, I mean people who
own between one to a hundred acres of
land-—people who own land at tremen-
dous sacrifices, by closing their eyes to
many necessities of life, by depriving their
children from obtainine proper education
and by adopting a star....rd of living much
lower than what is accepted.

I have already said that in some
cases these people have invested every
penny in order to pay cash for their
parcels of land, and that others who could
not raise the money to pay cash are stilf
burdened by the heavy rate of interest on
mortgages. These people, not having
easy access to money with cheap interest,
are rather nervous about Government’s
true intentions behind the introduction of
the Land Bonds Ordinance.

I, for one, feei very unhappy over
the enactment of the Land Boads Ordi-
nance. I, like others who are worried
about it, tremble at the very mention of
of the Land Bonds Ordinance. The
position is this: many of those wide areas
of land that are now undeveloped, are not
undeveloped from mere choice. The lands
in most cases are not inherited, but were
bought by people who arc finding diffi-
culty in getting money at low interest to
develop the entire area, It is not human fo
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take all you own and put it in one basket
merely to watch and wa It is not nor-
mally human to do that, and that is the
reason why some land remains unde-
veloped.

When the Governments of Trinidad
and Barbados investigated the cause of a
similar type of trouble, they discovered
that the source of the trouble was the
vaavailabiiity of money at low interest to
develop the land. They passed legislation
and made Banks available to the people
who required loans. 1 have ulready quoted
from the Trinidad legisiation and [ need
not quote it again. § believe it is accepted
that in Barbados and Trinidad people can
borrow money o pay for and to
develon their lands. At one stape foans
were only availuble for devcloping the
Iand. but it wus soon recognized that it
was not an easy task to keep the lands
well developed on the very small margin
of profit, meet the burden of the high cost
of living, and pay off loans on a heavy,

interest-bearing mortgage. Those two
Governments  introduced legislation in
ord  to romo that stacle.  The

results are that peoasanis aré NOow more
whole-heartedly interested in developing
the agricultural economy of their coun-
tries.

In British Guiana it is known that
the Credit Corporation is there, but the
machinery of the Corporation moves
rather slowly. 1 am not saying that it is
not doing its best — | am not an expert
in such matters — but I know that there.
are tines when money is needed in a
matter of hours, and the machinery in the
Credit Corporation sometimes takes
weeks or montns o finalise matiers 1 say
that if Government were truly interested
in developing the healthy agricultural
economy of this country, in order to assist
the people and enable them to retain the
ownership of their lands, they woud
have followed the example of the two
Isiands. 1 have referred to, and would
have made loans available at a low rate
of interest. However, that is not the case,
and that is why the masses of the peasants
and farmers look askance at the Land
Bonds Ordinance,
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Why nullify the very good service
that this Government rendered the colony
when they passed the Land Registry Bill?
That Bill gave the farmers in the rural
areas confidence that the land would be

eirs in the end. At the time the ordinary
nan felt that Government were anxious
to let him have a deed for his fand as well
as ta maintain freeholdd ownership. But
almost on the heels of this bit of progres-
sive legisiation- they came with this
destruetive, faith-destroying Bill, the
Land Bonds Bill.

Often [, myself, feel that possibly
Government were not so kindly disposed
to the Land Registry Ordinance them-
selves, but it might have been too much
of a political dynamite to play with be-
cause the public had known that certain
steps had been taken by the previous
Government to make provision for a
registration of title Bill, Whether Govern-
ment were sincere or not, let us believe
that they were sincere about it. Im--
mediately after the law was passed, there
was an enormous crowd at the first sitting
of the Court; everybody rus to make
use of the opportunity of obtaining titles
for their Jands, U you desire further
evidence to show that it is the will of the
people to own land on a freehold basis—
it is their preference—that has been fully
demonstrated by the number of people
who rushed to the Court.

I tear that there will be no real sense
of happiness until the minds of the people
are macde easy. 1 only hope that the Land
Registry Ordinance was not intended to
lull  people into a false sense of
se ity, Teday we tremble at the

thought of the Land Bonds
Ordinance. Almost every day I read in
the newspapers, hear over the radio, or
at some public mecting, that Government
do not have sufficient power. Let us
imagine what the position would have
been like with rcgards {o the health of
the agricuitural economy of DBritish
(Gulana, if the peasants and farmers had
power to make their purchases of necess-
ary equipment like tractors, hurvesters,
and plonghs. Every man who owned a
picce of land would have been able to get
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equipment to develop it. He would have
been able to purchase fertilizers and pay
good wages to his workers. What a
healthy agricultural economy we would
have had in this country if the farmers
and peasants could purchase with bonds.
Those poor people have no such power,
so they have to struggle within their limit-
ed means. Many of them have already
paid oft for their lands and are contribu-
ting abundanily to the economy of the
country, but they are beginning to lose
taith: their future is insecure. They spend
sleepless nights wondering what the mor-
row holds for them with land bonds
hovering over their heads.

1 am submifting to this Council that
the Land Bonds Ordinance is not a good
thing for British Guiana at this stage of
its development. In our Development
Programme large sums of money have
been allocated to agriculture, and this
piece of legislation presents a hurdle in
the way of this most important aspect of
this country’s development. After all, the
knowledge that one owns a piece of land
which one can bequeath to posterity gives
one confidence and a stake in the country.
1 fully agree that in the interest of the
country the Government should have the
right to control the use of land. It is the
doctrine of my Church. The Catholic
Church concedes that Government should
have the right to control the utilization of
land, but it does not agree that it has the
right to deprive a person of his land. Pope
Pivs X111 in his famous Encyclical, said:

“The right to possess private property
is derived from Nature, not man; and the
State has by no means the right to
abolish it, but only to conirol its use and
bring it into harmony with the interests of
the public good.”

I fully agree that the use of land must be
copirelled in the interest of the com-
munity as a whele, but I also believe in
the dignity of man and his right to own
and bequeath property. The quotation I
have just made is simply the doctrine of
the Catholic Church, and as we are not
all Catholics it is only fair that I should
refer to something of wider application.
Fortunately [ came across in “The Sun-
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day Argosy™ of the 29th May. a state-
ment issued by the Christian Social
Council of British Guiana from which,
with Your Honour's permission, 1 will
guote one or iwo shert passages. [ quote:

“If the State is to achieve ils purposc
the Government must exercise authority
— that is, it must have the power to make
laws and to enforce them. This power
is something which comes from God Him-
self.”

It goes on to state:

“Though Government rules, the task
of those who povern is o serve fihe
people. Those in authority have not becen
put in power to satisfy their human vanity
or for scif-aggrandisement. Tt would be
an abuse for those in power to use their
authority, not to promote the common
good but for their own ends — to feather
their own nests or to pay off old scores.”

The statement continues:

“Because God wishes us to scrve Hin,
He must clearly have given each one a
claim and a risht to the conditions
necessary for this service, No awthorisy
given by God to the State can o e
these natural rights giver. by God to the
individual. Suc~ mights include . . . the
right to acquire private property (the only
material guarantce of personal liberiy).”

To deprive a person of the right to own
property and to bequeath it to his children
is to practise another form of slavery
worse than the one from which human
beings have been emancipated. T feel that
Government must take heed of this
Motion and thereby re-establish the con-
fidence it temporarily won when it passed
the Land Registry Ordinance. The large
army of people who turned up at the first
sitting of the Court for the registration
of their titles to land is in itself evidence
of the will of the people to own land. I
have qguoted from statements
made by Church dignitaaries, and with
Your Honour’s permission I would like to
quote from the Holy Bible itscil. 1t is .-
corded in Proverbs, Chapter 13:

“A good man leaveth an inheritance
to his children’s children;”

How is it possible for a man to leave an
inheritance to his children if he is not pei-

Is1 JUNE, 1960

Ord.—Repeal Proposed

mitted in the first instance to ow
perty? Ownership of land is most :
ant in any part of the world. It is s
those who own the land own the ¢
This point of view is sustained by tne
Holy Koran and by other Hindu writings.
] should like to guote Chapter 4, verse 7
from the Koran as translated by A. Yusaf
Ali:
“From what is left by parents and
those nearest related there is a share for
men and & share for women. Whether

the property bc small or farge — a deter-
minale share”

Therz is another quoetation from Manu
Samriti, Verses 264-265. The writer is
zccepted  universally as a Hindu Law
Giver and Philosopher, whose book was
ccmpiled in the Second Century, B.C. 1
quote:

“If anyone coniiscates the land,
liouse, field, garden. ctc. of another,
frightcning the owner. the King should
finc him 300 gold coins. If it is donc
unknowingly, the fine should be only 200
cold coins.”

There are many of us in this Council and
clsewhere who have lost respect for Holy
Writ and regard for time-honoured writ-
ings and principles. In this Council T have
heard references made to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights on several
occasions by Members of the Government
wienever they found it convenient to do
$0 i1 support of some argument. 1 propose

to follow their example by guoting
Article 17 of the United Nations
Charter:

_ fArticle 17 (1) Every one has the
right to own property alonc as well as n
assoctation with others

~12) No one shall be arbitrarily de-
prived of his property.”

I maintain that whatever is this Govern-
ment’s secret intention in introducing the
Land Bonds Bill, it is accepted through-
out the length and breadth of British
Guiana that that piece of Temiciatinm wna
intended to give Governn
to purchasc land held by
and put it into a commo
which Government propos
on a leasehold basis. Dw
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lget T asked what Government

o do with lands which were

nd paid for with land bonds,

m. Minister of Natural Re-
sources (Mr. Benn) replied that such
1 sv Ud be added to the pool of Gov-
ernment owned lands. He thus made it
quite clear that his Government propose
to perpetuate the policy of leaschold in
preference to frechold tand tenure.  So
there is no misunderstanding about it.
I have challenged the Government over
and over to bring a Sessional Paper to
this Council.

The Minister of Nateral Resources
(Mr Benn) : A White Paper.

Mr, Tello: A White Paper 1is
just another description for a Sessional
Paper, T asked Government to bring a
White Paper to this Council so that all of
us will understand, quite clearly, what is
Government’s policy with regards owner-
ship of land and, further, there will be
no misunderstanding in the future.

Mr,
more!

Speaker: Only one minute

Mr. Tello: The hon, Minister of
Communications and Works tried to
make out in this Council that 1 had sup-
ported the Acquisition of Land {Land
Scttlement) Bill, but 1 said [ had three
reasons for so doing. Firstly, I wanted
to stop land hoarding. Secondly, in this
Ordinance there is provision for con-
trolling the purchase price of such {and
to enable people, who would sub-
sequently own land, to buy easily and
cheaply; and thirdly, in order to pass this
Bill, there had to be a special interpre-

tation for land settlement schemes, This
Is what it says :
“ “land settlement scheme” includes

any project intended to secure land for

the establishment of farmers as an organ-

o nt or for distribution by sale.
:rwise to persons individually
ral purposes.”

1e Land Acquisition Bill
y prevent the hoarding of
sed so as to keep the price
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of land down and within the reach of the
small people; and thirdly, to make
land available in small parcels so that
people can buy cheaply, either indivi-
dually or collective’ 1 strongly support
the Motion and would be terribly dis-
appointed if it is not passed.

Mr, Fredericks: 1 had not intended
to speak on this Motion, but as I will not
be voting in its favour, 1 desire to offer
2 few remarks explaining my reasons for
not so doing.

The hon. Member for Demerara
River, in presenting his Motion, has
siated that land represents a person’s
wealth and as such he is free to use his
savings to purchase or to sell land at a
profit. In other words, land is a com-
modity which can be acquired or sold
without any Government restriction, or
acquired by any means such as bonds,
! disagree with this viewpoint and cannot
see how my friends on this side of the
Table will support this Motion.

Land is a source of any country’s
economic wealth; it is the means of pro-
duction, consequently, we must recnenize
the fundamental principle that
intends that the earth -— land —
be used by all the people in a
manner. It devolves, therefore
the Government to enact laws so t
principle of private ownership —
dividual aspect — is recognised a1
its social aspect — that is, its util
in the interest of the common
In this respect [ would like to quot
the Hemsard report on the debate
Land Bonds Bill of the 30th Sept
1959. 1t is not often that I quot
Members on the other side of the
but 1 will make this an exceptio
would like to quote the Minister of
munications and Works., When
ing to New Zealand, he said:

“Land is there as a nations
and any individual who suggests th
can be kept idle because the ownec
holds a piece of paper — a trang]
cannot deny that it is a very grave
see that alongside those barren
mankind is suffering for employme
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1 do not think anyone here would
disagree with that. T would like, also, to
quote from the speech of the Minister of
Natural Resources in the same debate on
this Land Bonds Bill on the 30th Scpt-
ember, 1959. He, also, was gouting
from the Hansard of the 5th April, 1957,
and he said:

“That Governments of the ares ac-
cept the concept that the use of land nist
be regarded not only as the business of
the owner but also as the proper concern
of the community as a whole and to pro-
vide legislation to give practical cffect o
this concept. Where the interests of
landlords and/or tenants conflict with
those of the community, the intcrests of
the community should prevail.”

I heartily agree with the Minister of
Natural Resources. It is therefore
wrong, I submit, that land should be held

" as a commodity to be bought or sold or
tfor anyone to encourage land acquisition
without development.  Such  action
would be inimical to the best intercst of
the country.  In the circumstances I
cannot support this Motion.  Bonds
should be accepied for land not benefi-
cially occupied — as it would be in the
interest of the common good to do so —
and it devolves upon the community as
a whole to make sure that the bonds so
issued would become more valuable as
time goes on. In the circumstances, 1
would not support the Motion.

Mr. Tasker: I cannot endorse the
comments of the hon. Nominated Mem-
ber, Mr. Fredecricks. It scems to me
that all the arguinents we have been hear-
ing on this Bill have, in fact, becn
directed to the Acquisiti-~ of Land
{Land Settlement) Ordinan.., 1957, and
not to this onc. It was made perfectly
ciear, when this Ordinance was passed
last year, that it was designed to provide
a method of payment for a certain type
of land —- unbeneficially occupied land.
Though | was not present ai that debate,
I have read the Hansard account and
while anybody, given a free choice,
would prefer in any circumstances {o be
paid in cash for land acquisition, never-
theless, because of the particular pro-
blems of British Guiana and the shortage
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of cash, 1 find it very hard to see |
land bonds cannot be regarded as an
acceptable alternative, provided that the
legislation provides a reasonable safe-
guard, as this Bill doss.

The Financial Secretary, in the de-
bite. was at some pains to point out the
basis on which it had been drafted, and
the small area in which it differed from
similar legislation in Jamaica. I have no
intention of supporting the Motion, but
1 do hope that Government will take
account, again, of the concern which is
so obviously felt over their policy for
tand. T seem to have heard much the
same speeches on the previous Motion;
certainly, we had some of the samc quo-
tations: but it does seem that the fear,
msofar as there is a fear, and a real fear,
goes back to what the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central said in the original
debate on the Land Bonds Bill. He
pointed out that Section 14 of the Land
Bonds Bill makes an Amendment to the
Acquisition of Land (Land Settlement)
Ordinance, 1957, and also that there
was a suggestion in that Amendment —
particularly since it had not been con-
sidered necessary to give any explanation
in the Objects and Reasons — that the
Acquisition of Land (Land Settlement)
Ordinance was going to be used to
acquire land where the major part of
any given parcel might be beneficially
occupied. In other words, that Govern-
ment had a hidden motive.

The hon. the Attorney-General
answered that point and made it clear
that there was no such intention. He
pointed out that all that this Clause was
seeking to do was to ensure that it an
arca of land is to be acquired for land
seftlement, it must be established, first
of all, what portion is beneficially occu-
pied or unbeneficially occupied, and that
the Land Bonds Bill provides for the
vendor to be required to take land bonds
only for the portion which is not bene-
ficially occupied. I think it is this mis-
uinderstanding that has given rise, per-
haps quite unfairly, to the suggestion tha
the Land Bonds Bill, because of this
Amendment which it makes to the pre-
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vious Ordinance, is designed to facilitate
the acquisition by Government of bene-
ficially occupied land; and it would go a
iong way to re-assure the public con-
cerned on this whole issue if during this
debate, G :rnment took the opportunity
to assure once again this Council and
this country that that is not their inten-
tion; that in faet it is not in the public
interest to use this Land Bonds Ordi-
nance, or the Acquisition of Land (Land
Scttlement) Ordinance, in order to ac-
quire land which, so far as is practicable,
is already beneficially occupied.

Mr, Kendall: Mr. Speaker, during
the debate on this Motion the Minister of
Communications and Works in making
his contribution observed that the Jand
Bonds Bill was the result of the passing
of the Acquisition of Land (Land Settle-
ment) Bill by the previous Government.
I refer to the Intertim Government, of
which T am still proud to have been a
Member.  But the hon. Minister, like
his colleagues, always endeavours to find
someone to lay the hleme on. In this

nce, he has blame.. ..z Interim Govy-
crnment.  In the Government’s indecent
haste to lay this blame it has forgotten
that since 1916 on the Statute Book of
the Colony there has been the Acquisi-
tion of Lands for Public Purposes Ordi-
nance. .

The Acquisition of Land (Land
Settlement) Ordinance which was en-
acted in 1957 during the régime of the
Interim  Government actually was a
measure which repealed and re-enacted
Chepter 180 —the Acquisition of Land
{Land Settlement) Ordinance of 1943,
It might well be that Government has
forgotten and a littlc re:ninder is neces-
sary. Members of the Government,
however, should be conversant with the
files handed over to them by the previous
(Government.

Onc of the main reasons why the
1957 Ordinance was passed was because
in certain parts of the Colony-—I think
in Esscquibo—there was a great need
for land for farming. A particular
estate was up for sale, When *“ - pro-
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prietor realized that Government was in-
tercsted, the proprietor sold the estatc to
a relation of his for a sum of money
far above what he would have received
ordinarily, so that if Government bought,
Government would have had (o pay what
the previous proprietor sold for. Gov-
ernment therefore thought of acquiring
the land, but Chapter 180 was inadequate,
and the new Bill was drafted, introduced
and debated and later passed.

The main reason why I am not sup-
porting this Motion before the Council
lies with my fears over the attitude of the
Government in relation to its land policy.
Some tim¢ ago the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central brought to the notice
of this Council the fact that the Govern-
ment in power was discriminating in the
issue of land. There was a hue and a cry
from Members on the other side that they
werc not given enough facts to satisfy
them that the accusation was correct.

I can now refer to another case, to
somcthi~~ which occurred in thel " w
days in i~ow Amsterdam. The hon. vunis-
ter of Natural Resources was approached
by people from Canje for lands aback
of Vryheid, and I heard that the Minister
told them that the lands aback of Vry-
heid would be allocated to members of
his Party or those who were prepared to
join his Party, and that when he made the
allocation, no Governor or anybody

[Cries of “Shame!”]

Mr. Ko a¥:  There is no “Shame”
about this, The District Commissioner
tor the area was therc. It is for the Min-
ister of Natural Resources to reply and
say whether it is true or not.

Member: This is not the U.D.P. !

Mr. Kendall: 1f the U.D.P. were
in power they would have used their
power to distribute lands fairly. 1 will
add that there is a real fear existing in
the country that the Government is dis-
criminating in its land policy and that
only those people who are supporters of
the P.P.P. are being given lands, I would
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be pleasantly surprised if from all the
allocations made within the last two years
25 per cent. of the people who benefited
are not members of the Party. In fact |
should be very glad if the hon. Minister
or the Government could make a state-
ment in this Council disproving what 1
have said.

The Land Bonds Ordinance should
be repealed, for if Government is to ac-
quire and distribute lands in the way they
acquire and distribute Crown Lands, then
it would reach a stage where a good many
of us who are contributing to the revenue
of the country and who are not suppoer-
ters of the P.P.P. will not benefit in the
distribution of land.

It is a very unfortunate situation,
and 1 do trust that Government wiil
change its policy. Government should
look to the country as a whole and re-
member that the land-hungry masses
should rightly share in these benefits.

The Minister of Natural Resources
nows only too well that only a few days
ago he was approached by people from
No. 45 Village on the Corentyne, who
have been planting rice, for a small area
of land and what he told them. Whethes
he likes it or not, it has becn given out
that Government is only interested in
people who arc interested in his Party.
[t must be remembered that these lands
are the lands of all the people of British
Guiana.

Mr. Benn: 1t would be unnccessary
for me to speak at length in reply to
qucstions raised by certain hon. Members
in this debate. 1 did not think of having
to recapifulate what 1 said during the
dcbate on the Land Bonds Bill about a
year ago. Anyway, I do not think that 1
should have to go over all the points to
justify the Land Bonds Ordinance of this
country.

What 1 must do is to try to reply to
some of the slander and mud-slinging
=which were resorted to by certain Mem-

1sT JUNE, 1960

Ord.—Repeal Proposed 1108

bers of this Council against the Majority.
Party and myself, and 1 refer especially
w0 the last speaker, the hon. Member for
New Amsterdam. Some Members want
to drag the Majority Party down to their
low level. In 1954 when the lnterim
Government was in office they went
around telling people, “If you join the
U.D.P. you are going to get loans from
the new Credit Corporation.” That was
what they were doing in 1954, and that
is what they are accusing the P.P.P. of
doing in 1960. Only recently when some
American Company was preparing to ig-
vest in housing, members of the P.N.C.
went around telling people that if they
joined the Party they would get houses.
Even people who dislike our Party would
say that we have not sunk to such a low
level.

What about this question of the
lands aback of Vryheid? When 1 went
to New Amsterdam about four weeks ago
atl the persons who applied for land were
acquainted with the fact. A Co-operative
had been formed and they applied for
land. Several other people squatted on
the fand illegally, 1 met the squatters and
farmers. I said that Government had in-
terviewed members of the Co-operative
and had decided to give some of them
the lands. 1 said that as there was enough
land, those who were squatting could re-
main on the small holdings—some of
them occupied 13 acres, others five
acres.  That was said in the presence of
the District Commissioner, the Crown
Lands Ranger, the Acting Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry of Natural
Resources, and all of the farmers includ-
ing members of the Co-operative. Some
members of the Co-operative were most
dissatisficd with the distribution, because
the squatters had received more land, in-
dividually, than members of the Co-
operative. On the other hand scveral
members of the Co-opcrative were fairly
satisfied with the amount of land given to
them.

In New Amsterdam, two wceeks
after, the same set of people came to me
dissatisfied. Some of the squatters wanted
more land. Indeed the verv nisht after
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gave them permission to remain on the
land on which they had squatted, many
of them took tractors and ploughed more
land than their share. When the Crown
Lands Ranger went on the land he found
fi n with more land than they were en-
tited to under our agreement.

Ost Monday last | went to New Am-
stecrdam where | held a meeting. The
District Commissioner, the Director of
Drainage and Irrigation, the Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and the Conimissioner of Lands
and Mines were there. After another
meeting the farmers came to me and said
that the squatters felt that they should be
allowed to extend thcir holdings.

When we divided the land between
members of the Co-operative, it worked
out that cach member would get 3 acres
of land. Many of the squatters got 5
acres of land—one even got 13 acres. In
spite of that they said that it was wrong
to give the Co-operative land becausc
members of the P.P.P. were also members
of the Co-operative. T threat
protest through the leader of the P.N.C.
I told them that when the Leader of the
Opposition Party wins the majority of
seats in the Government he can do what
he wants, but as long as I was the Min-
ister I would decide how the land should
be divided. I also told them that if they
were not careful, all of them who had
squatted on the land would be thrown
of.

This slander of the P.P.P. and the
District Commissioner is wicked. The
hon. Member for New Amsterdam said
that the District Commissioner was pre-
scnt when I said that only P.P.P. mem-
bers must be given land. The Majority
Party set up a commiltee to investigate
this matter of land distribution, and the
comuuttee was comprised of the Land
Development Officer, members of the
PN.C., mcmbers of the P.P.P., and
school teachers who interviewed people
all over the country.

This Government is now being
~*~-dered by those who are incompetent,
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and are not decent enough to come here
and speak to a motion properly. I know
that several attempts have been made by
members of the “Opposition”™ to stop the
distribution of land in this country. In
1958 a Motion was moved by the hon,
Member for Georgetown North calling
for a Commission to investigate the dis-
tribution of land. and asking that, untit
the Report was submitted, no more land
should be distributed.  They are still
making cther efforts to stop the distribu-
tion of fand. although they say that they
want to cnd unemployment. This is one
thing that the present Government has
been able to do.  What ¢lse have the
members of the “Opposition” done? They
have gone all over the country trying to
stir up trouble. They brought a large
delegation to mc last week urging me to
stop the distribution of land in the Black
Bush Polder area, because a few malcon-
tents were making noise about it.

As loag as T am a Minister, as long
as the Majority Party is in the Govern-
ment, and as long as we have pow
do certain things, we are going to do
them.  When the “Opposition” get a
chance they can do what they like, but
they should try, at least, to be decent and
bring decent criticisms against the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Tello started his distortion of
the Holy Bibie again. I did not know
that he would have repeated the same
arguments he used a week or two ago by
quoting from Proverbs, Leviticus, from
some Hindu seripture, and from the Holy
Koran. The hon. Nominated Member
does not understand that when certain
things are rcad from the Bibic they have
to be read in the circumstances uader
which thev occurred. 1 used to teuch
scripture in school, and 1 want to teach
the hon. Member a little scripture. Yon
canrot divoree-—you cannot take a verse
out of the context and say that Solomaon
said in Proverbs, as the hon. Nominated
Member has been screaming here:
“That you shall be able to bequeath to
your family.”
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Last week T quoted from the “Pro-
ceedings of the International Conference
on Land Tenure and Related Problems
in World Agriculture Held at Madison,
Wisconsin, 1951 for the benefit of the
Lhon. Nominated Member, M1 Tello.
Alfred Bonne, who was speda..lg on
Major Aspects Of Land Tenure And
Rural Social Structure in Israel said —
before I quote let me remind the hon.
Member that he is the person from whom
the Bible came. The Bible is not a West-
ern invention; it came from the Middle
East. This is what the writer, who is a
Jew. said.

With your permission, Sir, I will
guote from page 111:

“The social conscience of the Bible
has reacted with the admonition that God
is the supreme owner of the land (“then
mine is the land™}; that the fate of the
tiller of the soil is a primary concern of
Society (“you shall dwell in the land in
safety”); and that “the land shail not be
sold for ever.”

T quoted from Leviticus last week.

The Jew continues to state:

“This ideological heritage has been
fully incorporated. . ”

The hon. Nominated Member took his
quotations from the JFewish Testament,
but “The land shall belong to the people™;
“The Jand shall not be sold forever” are
from that source. The hon. Nominated
Member endeavoured to show that those
who are taking away people’s land are
not Christians; they arc against Hinduism
and so on. He even quoted from Manu.

Today, in certain States, the Govern-
ment of India is taking away land [rom
people if they have more than 30 acres.
A family of five is allowed 30 scres of
tand, Does the hon. Nominated Mcmber
know more than the Indian whose main
religion is Hinduism? He condemns this
Government for introducing the lLand
Bonds Bill, and he is now condemning the
Government of India for the manner in
which they arc distributing their lands.
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[ am merely going over what [ said
last week. The hon. Nominated Mem-
ber quoted from the Koran, and 1 quoted
from the words of a Member of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, Muhammad Ali,
who states:

“Is Private ownership a mnatural human
instinct?

We know that primitive tribes in the
early days of history lived a communal
life in everv sense of the word and knew
nothing of private ownership of property.
Everything  within  the domains of the
tribe belonged to the tribe as a whole and
not to any particular individual or in-
dividuals. This form of possession and
ownership of property can still be seen in
some parts of Africa which have not been
touched by civilization. Islam has re-
cognized the communal ownership of pro-
perty and has laid down rules governing
it.  Europe in the Middle Ages also re-
cognized the communal ownership of pro-
perty. when it was held that land was a
#ift of God to His people as a whole and
nol to any particular individual.”

Later on the writer attempts to show, and
f auote him again:

“This shows that the conception of

t  private ownership of property is_not

by any means instinctive in man. It is

mercly a conception which has been deve-
laped by man;. . ”

The hon. Nominated Member will
not agree with these quotations, but he
will agree to the ones he has picked up
somewhere or other. [ quoted from the
Bihle, and from a Jew who knows the
Bible better than any Christian. I have
discussed the policy of the Government
of India as well as the policy of the Gov-
arnment of Pakistan,

In “Pakistan Affairs”, a publication
of which 1 have, it will bc seen that in
some parts of West Pakistan land is sold
to {armers, and in other parts land is not
sold to farmers. On the gquestion of land
honds, the Government of Pakistan ac-
quires land under an acquisition law
sitnilar o what we have in this country.
and pays the people by issuing land bonds
over a period of 25 years. With your
permission, Sir, 1 shall read from page
Z, ol XII, No. 4, of “Pakistan Affairs”
publishcd on February 15, 1959, which

stafes:
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“The {andlords wili be paid fair com-
pensation for the resumed lands in the
form of interesi-bearing bonds redecmabie
in 25 years.”

I do v know what this Government
must do 1o satisfy the “Opposition.” T
expect opposition, but scnsible opposition,

Mr. Tello also spokc of what two
other Governments are doing in relation
fo agriculture in those Istands., He men-
tioned Burbados and Trinidad, and he
asked what this Government is doing in
relation to the cducation and diversifica-
tion of agriculture in this country.  if
the hon. Member does not read the news-
papers or listen to the radio, how can he
expect to know certain things? He
should have read or heard of the bonus
given to coconut producers, dairy farmers,
citrus growers and so on, or he should
have spoken to the hon, Nominated Mem-
ber, Mr. Da * , who attended the Agri-
cultrval Fie.w Day at Mon Repos in
August last year. Every Member of this
Courncil was invited to attend that func-
tion. 1 1. Member did not attend,
and he is now asking what Government
is doing. 1 will guote from some statis-
tics to show what the Agricultural Depart-
ment has done by way of educating the
farmers:

Meetings attended and organized

1958 1,056
1959 .. 1,314
Film Shows
1958 .. . . 31
19¢9 . .. .. 26
Demonstrations
1958 . .. .. 479
1939 .. .. 1,062
Field Days
1958 .. . . i6
1959 .- o .. 35
Leafleis & Bulietins Published
1958 .. .. . 31
1959 .. .. .. 30
Agricultural Fairs & Exhibitions
1938 .. .. .. 6
1939 .. .. .. 7
Farm Journals
1958 . . .. 4
195% .. .. .. 4

woara
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I believe every Member of the Legislative
Council has a copy of the Farm Journal.
I think it is issucd guartterly.

School Gardens

1958 . .. . 106
1959 .. . .. 112
No, of 4-11 Clubs and Young Farmers Clubs
1958 .. o .. 40
1939 .. . - 48
Training Corses
1958 . - .. 6
1939 . . .. 6

The ...... Member says that Govern-
nient is doing mothing to educate the
farmers of this country,

Mz, Tello: T said that the Govern-
ment did not pursue certain pre-requisi-
sies which involved education. The hon,
Minister has quoted figures for 1958
while the Land Bonds Bill was passed
in 1959.

Mr, Benn: The hon, Member is try-
ing to get himself out of a predicament.
Having used his tongue so freely he has
lost his head. Now he attempts to cor-
rect himself on some of the points or
which he used to babble and make a lot
of irresponsible statements.

1 shall now turn to one or two ques-
tions raised in connection with credit for
farmers, particularly for the purchase of
jand.  In moving the Land Bonds Bill !
*old this Council that farmers in Zeelan-
dia, Wakcnaam, had bought lands for
large sums of money, and having found
themselves in difficulty they had come to
me to help them to get assistance from
the Credit Corporation. They com-
plained of the high rate of intercst they
were charged and wanted the Credit Cor-
poration to take over their debt with re-
spect to their lands and charge them a
lower rate of interest,

Members will find that recorded in
the Hansard report of the debate on the
Bill. The Credit Corporation still helps
farmers to purchase land, and people in
British Guiana are not prevented from
purchasing land for agricultural purposes



1115 Motion-—Land Bonds

MR, BeENN]

or for cattle rearing. What this Govern-
ment has said and continues to say is
that the lands which it is developing and
other Crown lands will be given out under
lease.

I went through the whole matter
with the hon. Mcmber for Demerara
River, now the champion of landed pro-
prictors, but hon. Members evidently do
not read flgnsard or remember what I
said. Perhaps I will have to say it all
over again. L shall deal with the Motion
proper after replying to the statement by
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Tello,
that Trinidad and Barbados were help-
ing farmers to buy land. [ want to say
that in British Guiana the Credit Cor-
poration has always helped and is still
helping farmers to buy land.  Not only
that, the Corporation also lends money
“for agricultural production—for rice,
cocoa and citrus. Some Members may
-’ money advanced is not

10 system is as good as we

. The fact is that people are

Itural credit both short and

1. Member for Demerara

vas elected by the votes of

i and others of the working-

:ountry, having deserted the

heilped to get him elected,
uas uuw  poile Over completeiy on the
side of those whom he has described as
landed proprietors in this country. Who
are the landed proprietors who arc mak-
ing a big noise? I think the hon. Mem-
ber knows the President of an Associa-
tion who wrote a long letter to the Com-
missioner for the Government of India
asking him to do something to prevent
this Government from passing the Land
Bonds Bill. Is he representing the gentle-
man who also wrote a letter to the United
States Government asking them to in-
tervene against this Government for pass-
ing that Bill? I happen to know that Dr.
Rajcoomar, Commissioner for the Gov-
ernment of India, did not treat him too
nicely.

That is the type of landed propriz-
tors the hon. Member is supporting, some

Ord —R

of whom own wh
working under mo
Some of those lal
lands up river und
hunt, and they ai
pI'OpI'iCtOI'S who wm never vowe aur oa

working-class man. T ° =~ day of
reckoning is coming, anc e ers will
decide whether the hon. 1 er was

clected to this Council by thew ur by the
landed proprietors whom he now cham-
pions.

The landed proprieters to whom the
hon. Member referred are not people with
10 or 15 acres of land who are applying
to the Credit Corporation for ioans to
develop those lands. Those landed pro-
prietors who are said to be afraid—I do
not want to look in the direction of cer-
tain hon. Members when I speak

Mr, Speaker: DBe impersonal,

Mr. Benn: [ was looking at the
hon, Member. The landed proprietors
who, he says, are afraid are the big land-
ed proprictors. The landed proprietors
to whom the hon. Member refers must
be proprietors like Bookers. Well, we
shall see. In replying to the debate on
the Motion I do not have to go into the
merits of the Land Bonds Ordinance, but
merely to deal with some of the remarks
made by certain Members.

The hon. Member for Eastern Dem-
erara said that the distribution of land was
his idea. He slandered the Minister of
Trade and Industry by saying that he was
in office for three months in 1953 and did
not give out one acre of land, but he had
given out more land than we could
imagine. We all know about the land
the hon. Member for Eastern Demerara
was giving out, and when the bubble burst
it was found that a lot of the releases f
the Press about land being given out hey
and there were just propaganda. Tha
was one of the reasons why the Govern-
ment had more or less t~ ~iva tha hane
to the person who the
folio of Minister of N:

The hon. Member says
tion of land was his id
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to bring about a suspension of the distri-
bution of land is to be regarded as an act
of ubusing the People’s Progressive Party,
then I have no apology for taking that
course of action; for by t~king that course
Mr. Bailey got back the . .%2 acres which
were taken from him and given to another
person.

We, in this Council, are here to
oppose injustices as often as we find them
done; but listening to the hon. Minister’s
observations 1 could find no point on
which he evcr did reply to the Metion.
He had been abusing other political part-
ies and other Members of this Council
in his contribution to this Motion. In
his introduction of the Land Bonds Bill
the Minister said that one of the primary
objects of the Bill was to provide em-
ployment. I wonder if the Minister
would indicate to what extent unemploy-
ment has been relieved by the passing of
the Land Bonds Bill in October, 1959.

As far as one is aware, the un-
employment figures have been increas-
ing very rapidly and they have, by now,
reached an unprecendented number. So
that if the intention of the Government
was to provide employment for the un-
employed, then one must ask the ques-
tion: “Why has not the Government pur-
chased any of the land which has not
been beneficially used? Why has it not
purchased those lands from last October
up to now under the law which they
operate?  Has Government purchased
vef, any land undcr the Land Bonds Bill
passed in October? 1If it has not, how
can it be argued that the Government is
intcrested in the finding of relief for the
several thousands of people who have
been unemployed since 1936, 1957, 1938,
and those who are leaving school?”

So that if the intention of the Land
Bonds Ordinance was to give Govern-
ment an opportunity of finding employ-
ment, then that Ordinance has not yet
served its purposc; for we camnot say
whether anyone has found employment
as the result of the existence of the Land
Bonds Ordinance.

JUNE, 1960

Ord.—Repeal Proposed 1122

The Minister quoted Professor W.
Arthur Lewis. Professor Lewis was, at
that time, his mentor; I notice he has
found many more since October and 1
wonder how many more he will find be-
fore 1961. If the Government’s policy
is one based upon balancing the economy
of this country with a view to making
progress, for which we all hope, then it
seems to me that the policy of the Gov-
crnment needs recasting; and that is why
[ am supporting the Motion for a repeal
of the Ordinance.

The Minister, himself, a week ago
informed this Council that several tenants
of Government estates have been unablc
to pay their rents. He quoted th :

figures:
“Charity — § 2,540.40
Anna Regina —  49,186.41
Vergenoegen — 2497474
Government Estates - 4,346.78
Cane Grove —  25,669.01
Onverwagt — 9,122,
Mara — 3,848,

which is approxima y $120,000.

must ask the question, “How m

money has been spent by Governmen
the preparation of all these land §
ment Schemes”? That is a very imp
ant gquestion, for the lease of land i
25¢. per acre.

It can be seen that at no point of
time can the Government ever hope to
get adequate payment or returns from
Land Settiment Schemes. So that if the
Lands Bonds Ordinance was designed to
take, purchase or acquire lands belonging
to people and to pay them by way of
bonds, it can be asumed that the cost to
the country is going to be astronomical
and the economic results would be disas-
trous. It is clear to my mind that this
country canpot afford to embark upon a
scheme of this kind. Government will
possibly pay out millions of dollars in
bonds and the people who will cul-
tivate or acquire the lands thereafter will
bring to Government very little revenue
as a result. It will amount to putting
the burden on cne set of people while
others get the benefits.
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hold the view that therc is
‘on.  Only last week I pointed
iile Government was allowing
e to run into arrears in respect
owing to Government, other
2 distressed for arrcars.

[d rather support this Motion
nsed of taking the part of the
1 proprietors — there is one
:r on this side who has a large
wd—than support the contin-
ce of the Land Bonds Ordi-
iave been accused of support-
.. Isaid last year that people
. by everyone of some bias or
hen one stands up for princi-
ve never submitted myself to
5. As a matter of fact, I am
own by big business, and I
susiness will never offer me
aich is considered an attempt
y my conscience.

ear the hon, Minister referred
Today he referred to Boo
it is unfair and improper for
t to have its eyes on lands
already prepared. Instead,
| be reclaimed and provided
rainage. It is most dishonest
nent to have its eyes on lands
yoperly drained and irrigated
% to telling those who own
ou have no use for them, we

lem away.” But “bonds” is
slar word. “Bonds for pen-
mds for gratuities.” “Bonds

ng.” I am reminded that in
Cuba issuing bonds is the
1e Government. I hope that
ment will find itself facing up
lent of these bonds.

orney-General (Mr. Austin):
-ecognized in this day and age
1ip of tand carries with it not
ut responsibititie ywards the

This is espevially so in
hich are land-hungry, as is
ma today.

view there is a war going on
uiana and the enemy is eco-

1st JUNE, 19C.

Ord.—..cpeal . .oposed 1124

nomic waste. There are too many
people living at subsistance level, and the
energies of this Government are bent on
trying to improve their lot and the lot of
everybody else in this country. One can-
not deny that the greatest chance of suc-
cess lies in trying to make the best usc of
land, that can bc used beneficialty for
agricultural purposes.

This situation in which we find
ourseives today has been faced in other
countries at different times. During the
war it was felt that in England, an island
which depends so much on imports for
its food and welfare, every square yard of
agricultural land should be put to benefic-
ial use, and it had to be so done. If there
was agricultural land which was not used
to the best advantage, legistation would be
brought forward to oblige the owner to
do so, and if hc failed the land should
be taken away. And land was taken
away from people who did not make the
best use of their land. Such legislation
was repealed only a year or two ago be-
cause it was felt that tuation as
regards land and foed generally in the
United Kingdow had changed and it was
no longer necessary to keep that legisla-
tion on the Statute Book.

In Jamajca where similar needs
for the best use of land have been felt, it
was decided that if the Governmnt re-
quired land to improve it and enable it
to be used, but did not have the money
to pay cash for land it would not be un-
rcasonable to oblige the owner to take
land bonds in payment. Land bonds are
really a compulsory loan by the owner to
the Government, In 1955 a Land
Bonds law was passed in Jamaica proi-
ding for the issue of bonds in respe
the compulsory acquisition of ¢
types of land. The first type was
cribed as follows :

“Land in parcels of fifty acres auu
upwards comprising the whole or part of
an estate declared by the Governor in
Council to be in his opinion substantially
unused by the owner or occupied for the
purpose of renting the tenants in terms
not exceeding five years or in parcels not
exceeding ten acres each.”









1129 Motion- md Bonds
We see some danger in this Land
Bonds Ordinance and we are hoping
against hope that it will not be put into
operation according to the Government’s
jdeological beliefs. 1 hold that the right
to own personal property is inhercnt in
man, although we are told the contrary by
those on the other side of the Table. A
man who owns a picce of freehold land
feels that he has the right to work and
develop it, and no one should want to
deny him that right. A farmer on a land
settlement scheme would be happier in
mind if he knew that he and his family
could work in peace and develop his
holding if he knew that he couid own that
piece of land eventually. If we have a
contented farming community in British
Guiana the whole country will be pros-
perous, but with a disgruntled farming
community we will have anything but
harmony. Government’s function shot
be to safeguard the natural rights and lio-
erty of the family; not to endanger them.

The whole world is in turmoil, with
some people " for power for the
sake of power, Apsolute power corrupts,
absolutely. Power should be used for
the common good, for the benefit of man-
kind. Sometimes the word “community”
is used as a smoke screen. The word
“peace” has lost its meaning, and some
people are using the word “Democracy”
to serve their own ends. About eight
months ago, when the Land Bonds Bill
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was being debated, 1 concluded my re-
marks thus:

“I am no land owner. I have got a
kind of a3 lease, but when I see a Bill
like this coming here for my blessing I
am certainly not going to give it, because
it is not reasonable; i1 is not logical, un-
less the Government is entering into a
new kind of experimentation of socialisine
and communising the land, If that is
aim, well let us hear it. We will then
know what to expect.” [Qfficial Report,
30th September, 1959, Col. 1936.]

Today 1 am still of that mind, and I ar-
supporting the Motion.

Mr. Bowman: We have only
about five minutes left before the time
for the Adjournment. What I have to
say in reply to the debate will take much
longer than that.

Mr. Speaker: Do you intend to
reply?

Mr. Bowman: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Weli,
pleased if you begin now.

I will be

sems —owman:  We have been de-
bating a Motion which was activated by
a most iniquitous piece of legislation.—

1 . Speaker: [ think that is
enough. You have begun, so that I shall
know when next the Council meets that
you are to resume your reply to the de-
bate. Coundl is adjourned until two
o’clock tomorrow afternoon.





