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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER get through this Motion in tht 
shortest possible time so that we 

LEA lE TO MEMBERS can get away. 

Mr. Speake�: Hon. Members, 
leave of absence has been granted 
to the hon. Minister of Trade, 
!Shipping and Civil Aviation from 
the 26th November to the 6th 
December; 1 966; the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr. Tello) from the 
27th November to the 2nd Decem-: 
ber, 1966; and to the hon. Mem­
ber Mr. Joaquin for one week from 
the 27th November, 1966. 

PUBLIC BUSJNESS 

MOTION 

FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 4 OF 1966 

The Assembly resolved itself 
into Committee of Supply to re­
sume consideration of the follow­
ing Motion: 

11 Be it resolved that the 
Committee of Supply approve 
of the proposals set out in 
Fina nci al Paper No. 4 of 
1966 - Schedule of Additional 
Provision on the Current and 
C apital -Estimates for the 
period ending Pctober, 1966, 
totalling $4,386,742. 11 

2. 20 P•••

fINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSPORT AND HARBOURS 

DEPARTMENT 

Net Deficit i6 Transport Services 

Mr. Oiase: I should like to 
deal with item 55 on page 9. On 
the last occasion when the Minis-: 
ter moved the Report we were 
dealing with item 55, Ministry 
of Communications - Transport and 
Harbours Department. The hon. 
Minister concerned was not in his 
seat on t.hat occasion and a num­
ber of questions were asked about 
the Transport and Harbours De­
partment. I notice that the 
Minister is here this afternoon. 
I have no doubt that his col­
leagues would have told him what 
those questions were. I wonder 
whether he would care to give 
us an explanation of this item. 

The Minister of Communica­
tions (Mr. Correia): In 1966 the 
Transport and Harbours Department 
raised their rates and it was 
estimated that the Department 

Assembly in Commit r-ee of would collect a half of  a million 
supply. dollars more in this year than it 

did in 1965. Nearly one million 
The Cliairman: We have been dollars more in revenue will be 

on this Paper for nearly four collected in 1966 than in 1965.
hours. Today is a very important When rates are increased it is 
d ay; we have a distinguished u�al to over-estimate the revenue 
visitor in our midst, and we all f or the year in question. We 
would like to get away from here expect tc reduce our deficit by 
early in order to pay homage to -nearly one million dollars in
him. I want to suggest that we 1966. 
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Mr. ha• �arran: ii is not 
usual to over-estimate. 

Mr. Linde: I asked whether 
the Transport and Harbours De­
partment was making more money 
and the answer was, Yes. I 
asked, also, what was the in­
crease in the revenue collected 
in the same period, comparing it 
with 1965. It was $2,208.30. 

Mr. Ra• K arran: I merely 
want to make the observaiion that 
it is not usual to over-estimate 
when rates go up. If the hon. 
Minister had acted in co-ordina­
tion with the Minister of Fi­
nance, whose philosophy is quite 
the opposite, as has been re­
corded in this House time and 
time again, he would have given 
us a more realistic estimate. 

Mr, Correia: The Member was Page 10, 
asking a question in relation to 
a specific service. I answered MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
what the increase in that ser- BYDBA°ULICS _ £STABLISDMENT vice was at the time he put the 
question. Personal Eaoluments 

Mr. Linde: Is that to say 
that the people in the Berbice 
River have been bled because the 
other services are losing? 

Mr. Wilson: Will the Minis­
ter say what was the unforseen 
factor, at the time of the draft­
i ng of the Est imates, which 
caused him to over-e:stimate? 

Mr. Correia: We took the 
figures of the 196� revenue 
against the expected increase in 
1966. From that we estimated the 
1966 revenue. 

Mr< Jagan: Can the Minister 
say whether·the reintroduction of 
the first-class service on the 
Georgetown to Rosignal train has 
brought an increase in revenue? 

Mr. Correia: On the whole 
the Transport and Harbours De­
partment will show a deficit in 
1966 of a little under one mil­

lion dollars less than in 1965. 

Mr. Rea Karran: There is one 
item, item 56� on thi.s page. I 
think it is hitting below the 
belt for the hon. Minister to put 
up a paper like this. Hon. Mem­
bers will recall that an elabo­
rate �bite Paper was put up when 
the Works and Hydraulics Depart­
ments were integrated into one 
Ministry and all the posts were 
regraded and the salaries in­
creased. 

This is a large department 
and here we have a number of 
posts referred to on one small 
s heet �f pape r. It makes it 
impossible for anybody to under­
stand what is going.on. Before 
asking any other question, I 
would like to ask a specific 
question. Can the Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics or the Min­
ister of Finance tell us what 
are the qualifications for the 
post mentioned under (b), the 
Chief Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineer? 
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I ask this question because 
the p ost is no longer to be 
designated "Chief Mechanical 
Engineer". Is this officer an 
Associate Member of the Institute 
of Mechancial Engineers as well 
as of the Insli tute of Electrical 
Engineers? Is he a member of 
both Institutes? 

substantial rise in their sala­
ries. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr. Luck: I wonder whether 
this is not a circuitous way of 
raising the salaries of officers. 
I see that the additional provi­
sion now sought is $32,000 and 

, the number of people involved is' a little ever 40. Of these 40,
10 would hardly be drawing a 
total of $2.,000. It is therefore 

• 0lear that $30,000 will be di­
vided among 30 of these gentle­
men. Is this the right way to
raise people's salaries? In
effect, the same men will be em­
ployed and some of them will be
receiving increases in excess of
$1�000 a year. Behind all this
t alk about redesignation cf
posts, the fa�t is that Mr. John
or Mr. Smith is going to be re­
d esi gnated  at� much higher
salary. I do not object to pay­
ing people proper wages,. but most
of us, particularly teachers,
h ave not had an increase for
several years. This has caused
great dissatisfaction in the

, Association of Masters and Mis­
tresses. Many of us have worked 
withou t  a raise since 1954 . 
These officers received increases 

• only the other day and we are .
being asked again to give what, 

2. 30 p.m. 

If thirty people are to share 
$32,000 among themselves, it is 
simple that some men are going to 
get in excess of $1,000, The 
other day these same gentlemen 
got very substantial increases 
indeed, and I want to believe 
that this must lead to demorali­
zation in the already demoralized 
Public Service of this Country. 

We heard that this very 
M inist ry has given, as i ts 
Christmas present, 600 people 
dismissal notices because there 
is no money. But the truth is 
that the position is even worse 
because this sum of $32,000 is 
not a year's estimate. It is 
one-quarter of a. year and, indeed 
this point escaped me, these few 
fellows are going to get more 
than $120,000. Good heavens! 
From the 1st September, 1966 to, 
I assume, the end of the year, 
these redesignations will cost 
$32,000, therefore, on an annual 
basis, we must multiply $32,000 
by four, and so we get more than 
$120,000. 

How can a Ministry which 
causes such grave distress among 
the people - 600 able-bodied men 
are to be dismissed for Christmas 
because no funds are available -
pay thirty men $32,000 for three 
months, not $32,000 in all but an
increase of $32,000, having al­
ready received for the year what 

1!_
0 

_!!n�eJfJf�e�c�tt..., • ._WWQQllUJ.] .ddLJbue�aa._rr.aa.±.± .hb.,ge.zr�-1.T__s.ews;;.;+1...:1..; .mrnuaou+:...in�*-* _ _.,,���--J.-J ·-····------·-'
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$30,000? 'This is a Government 
for the rich! The hon. Minister 
is a member of the United Force 
and I want him to answer how in 
heaven's name can he 'allocate for 
three months, for thirty people; 
the sum of $32,000 as an in­
crease, and not find the money to 
pay 600 able-bodied men whom he 
has personally laid off? 

[The hon. Ninister offered no 

reply.] 

Mr, Ram Kerran: These are 
very important observations. It 
appears as if the hon. Minister 
is not in a position to answer 
the questions that were asked 
just now with respect to the post 
of Chief Mechanical and Elec­
trical Engineer. I wish, first 
of all, to repeat that unless the 
offi�er has qualifications for 
both Institutes - the Institute 
of Civil Engineers as well as the 
Institute of Mechanical Engineers 
- I think it is immoral for the
Government to at tempt to pay him
increased salary by the redesig­
n atio n of his  post of Chief
M echanical Engin eer.

Further , I should like to 
know whether these sal&ries that 
are recommended here fit in with 
the recommendations of the last· 
Sal aries Commissioner , Mr. 
Guillebaud. I notice that the 
note at (f) states; 

"-To provide for the 
creation of a new item 'Pen­
sionable allowance in lieu of 
Consultation Practice' to 

be paid to all engineering, 
architectur al and quantity 
surveying grades from the 
special level upwards." 

This is a departure from Govern­
ment's policy. Government em­
ployees, as far as I know, with 
the exception of medical practi­
t ioners, are not allowed to go 
outside of their field to do pri­
vate work, and from this lei;i:end 
it appears as if an opening is 
being made to allow this sort of 
thing. 

Finally, my colleague has 
made the cbservation thaL a large 
num·ber of people are going to be 
retrenched from the 'Ministry of 
Works and Hydraulics. [Mr. 
Bissemher: "Oh, they have not 
been retrenched as yet?''� Some 
more are going to be retr'Hched. 
I wish to read copies of t v:o 
letters received by an employee 
of the Ministry of Works and 
Hydraulics and to ask the Hinis­
t er and this House whether, in 
view of matters like this, there 
is  any justification for the 
spending of this large sum of 
$32,000 in this way. This letter 
was sent to a gentleman by the 
name of Robert Thomas of Mahaica. 
[Mr. Merriman: "That is irrele­
vant."] I wish the hon. Minister 
would get up on his feet when he 
wants to say something. If he 
wants to rule that something is 
irrelevant, I am willing to take 
my seat. 

This letter was sent on 1st 
July, 1966 to a man who has 
given several years' service or 
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11Sir, 

I wish to inform you 
that you are transferred from 
the East Coast Roads, to the 
Se a Defe�ce Project, E.C.D. 
effective from the 11th July 
1966. 11 

Now thai he has been transferred 
to the Sea Defence Project, this 
is what he received on 5th Novem­
ber, 1966: 

11 Sir. 

Owing to the shortage 
o f  funds, it is unfortunate
t hat i t  is necessary for a
nu mber of employees to be
ret r enched.

You a r e  hereby gi ven 
one we�k's notice of the ter­
minati on of your s ervices 
with effect from the date of 
this letter t o  the 12th 
November 1966 inclusive. 

I take this opportunity 
to thank you for your s er­
vices in the p ast, and wish 
you all" succ es s for the 
f uture. 11 

[Mr. Merriman: "Who signed i t? 11] 

The fi rst letter was si gned by 
ihe Seni or Sup erintendent of 
Roads, and the second letter was 
signed by the Senior Superinten­
dent of Works. 

Not long ago, when we debated 
the estimates for the Ministry of 
Works and Hydraulics, we found 
that there was a reduction in the 
vote for Engineers. Today we 

15 and 20 years' se!'Vl.ce are be­
ing chased out from the Ministry 
of Works and Hydrauli cs. I am 
sure the Minister will remember 
trying to give an explanation for 
the reduction in the vote for 
Engineers and the increase in the 
vote for Superintendents. 

I could not understan d, at 
the time, how the Government, in 
a poor country like this which is 
looking around for Engineers all 
over the place - the Government 
is getting a lot of money from 
the United States, from the World 
Bank, and from the United King­
dom - could be reducing the num­
ber of Engineers on the staff . 
But I now see the kick behind it. 
The Government is now asking for 
increases and for these posts to 
be redesignated. The last time 
the hon. �inister deliberately 
misled the House when he said 
that there was a reduction in the 
vote for Engineers. I hope the 
hon. Minister will get up and try 
to tell us something. Hundreds 
of people are being dismissed and 
ihere must be hundreds more to 
follow, 

First of a ll, the man was 
deliberately transferred from the 
Roa�s Division to the Sea Defence 
Project so that the Government's 
fri ends c an be pushed to the 
R oads Divisi on. After he was 
transferred to the Sea Defence 
Project his services were ter­
m inated. This is the sort of 
thing that goes on. We say that 
thi s is discrimina tion a nd it 
will take the country nowhere. 
We urge the Government, in all 
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this House know the facts. We

are willing to help and contri­
bute. If the Government has dif­
ficulties we are willing to work 
with it in order to solve some 
cf the problems which this coun­
try faces. 

The Minister of Works and 
Hydraulics (Mr. Kasim): All over 
the world, there is a shortage of 
professional and technical people 
of this type: This is an induce­
ment increase to attract quali­
fied Engineers and people in the 
technical field so that they will 
stay iu the Ministry. At this 
moment, we are finding it very 
difficult to find qualified men. 

Mr. Hlllll Karran: If I under­
stand the hon. Minist er correct­
ly --

The Chairman: Page 11. 

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon. 
M inister is misl eading this 
House. If there is no staff to 
recruit, this money should be 
used to employ people who are re­
trenched. The hon. Minister has 
admitted that no people are 
availabl e, therefore --

The ChairmH: Please take 
your seat. 

2- 40 p.m.

Mr. Chairman: Page 11.

Contribution to Caribb ean 

Me teorological Service 

Dr. Jagan: Item 57 - Minis­
try of Works and Hydraulics -

EstablishmeL uintribution 
to Caribbean r1eteorological Ser­
vice, $7,535· The details of 
this item are to be found on page 
22. It seems to me very extra­
ordinary that the hon. Minister
of Works and Hydraulics could
have forgotten, when the 1966
Estimates were being framed that
there was an amount of $7,535
due to the Caribbean Meteorologi­
cal Service. I should like him
to explain why this amo�nt was
not taken into account.

Dr. Jacob: The Government of 
Guyana owes this amount. lam 
suggesting that the Minister of 
Works and Hydraulics_. like the 
Minister of Finance; has deliber­
ately underestimated many items 
of expenditure in ordei to pre­
sent a Budget that appears ba­
la,nced. However, the.re is 
another point that I want to get 
cleared up. He told us that the 
expenditure will be offset by

savings on Sut,head 11, Expenses 
Trainees Technical Institute.: 
Are we to understand that this 
very necessary expenditure for 
training people is going to be 
foregone in o rder that these 
arrears may be cleared up? Will 
the Minister please explain to 
the House? 

[The hon. Minister offered �o 
reply.] 

Furniture 

Mr. Cliase: Item No. 58 - 4-
Furniture, $35,000. Will the 
Minister be good enough, with re­
gard to this item, t o  tell us 
what Government quarters will be 
refurnished �ith this money? 
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Mr. Kasia: Due to Indepen­
dence, we had to prepare new 
offices for several officers and 
new Ministers, an_d that money was 
provided for furnishing those 
offices.

Mr. Chase: It seems then 
that the legend is misleading. 
However, I hope that the Minister 
would take every step possible to 
see that the equipment for fur­
nishing these Government quarters, 
such as the district rest houses, 
i s  brought up to date. More­
over, I hope that when the Minis­
ter speaks of replacement of 
f urniture he means rep lacing 
this furniture with local pur­
chase and not �1th furniture im­
p orted from abroad. In this 

_country we have furniture fac­
t�ries and it will be very bad 
policy to continue to support 
commercial finns which are merely 
importing furniture, when we can 
produce very good furniture lo­
cally. 

Mr. Kasim: This is the nor­
mal practice, and one can observe 
that in this House. All the 
furniture that we use is locally 
made furniture and this is what 
the Ministry is.do1ng. I will 
also give the assurance to the 
hon. Member that I will see to it 
that the district rest houses are 
well kept. 

Mr. Lall: I can appreciate 
that the Government is making 
every effort to furnish offices 
for additional Ministers and some 
Parliamentary Secretaries, and so 
forth. But what I am disturbed 
about is that the GoverDllent and 

the same Ministry did not take 
1nto consideration the lives and 
welfare of 500 families that 
will be jeopardised when m en 
are thrown out of their jobs. I 
am asking whether the furnishing 
of offices should be given prior­
i ty, or the retention of these 
people in their jobs during the 
festive season. If the Govern­
m en t had any feeling for the 
working-class people, I am sure· 
it  would have retained these 
people. I a.111 asking the members 
of the Government to take into 
consideration the lives and wel­
fare of all the children of these 
pe ople who  a r e  going to be  
th rown out of their jobs. I 
feel that this estimate should be 
reduced. Item No. 58 should be 
reduced to $1 to allow the 1mfor­
tunate •people to continue in 
t heir jobs. 

Electric Power dlld Lighting 

of Buildings 

Mr. Ram Karren: Item No. 
59- 7-Electric Power and 1igliting
of Buildings, $60,600. I should
like to ask the hon. Minister to
give us some idea of the areas in
which this $60,600 will be spent.
I recall that electricity has.
been extended to the East Coast,
the West Coast, and the Essequibo
Coast. If the original. estimate
was $150,000, I cannot see that
it will require $60,600 for these
areas where you just have a few
offices. There is a plant oper­
ating at Triumph, ·and I think
there is �ne at Enmore at the
Distrint Commissioner's Office.
There are also plants at Belfield
aQd Vreed-en-Hoop. I cannot see
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that electricity bills will cost 
this large sum of $60,600. Sure­
ly, the hon. Minister can explain 
the reason for this $60,600 in so 
far as these areas are concerned, 
b eca u s e  all the Governm ent 
o ffices are  in Georgetown.
While he is on it, would he tell
u s  what has happened to all
this equipment?

2. 50 p.m.

Mr. Kasim: This provision 
involves the rural areas. This 
is due to the additional expenses 
i nvolved in new Ministries.  
These plants are being put in the 
remote areas like the North West, 
the Rupununi, and so on. 

Mr. Ram Karren: If this vote 
represents the additional cost 
for generating electricity in 
Georgetown, then the Minister 
should not include the amount 
under these estimates. After all 
the Minister should state what he 
means in the legend. He should 
have stated that this is for addi­
tional expenses in Georgetown. 

Mr. Kasim: I am here to 
answer supplementary questions, 
and that is what I am doing. 

The Chairman: Page 12. 

Atkinson Field 

Mr. Ram Karran: With refer­
ence to it em 6 2, Subhead 29 -
Atkinson Field, Maintenance of -
$224,000, the legend states: 

"To provide for an in­
crease in the General Main-

tenance of Atkinson Field. 
This expenditure will be off­
set by savings under Head 37

subh ead 9 Maintenance of 
Vehicles and Equipment." 

The amount previously voted for 
this item was $224,000 and the 
hon. Minister is now asking us 
to vote an additional $26,000. 
We are told that this will be 
offset by savings under Head 37 
Subhead 9, Maintenance of Vehi­
cles and Equipment. What sort of 
vehicles and equipment? Is he 
referring to the vehicles at 
Atkinson Field or the vehicles at 
Berbice? 

Maintenance of Art�sian Wells 

Incidentally, I observe that 
u nder item 61, Subhead 25 -
Maintenance of Artesian We1ls 
a nd Di stribution of  Lines, 
$20,000 will be offset by sav­
ings under Head 37, Subhead 9, 
Maintenance of Ve hicles and 
Equipment. In the first place, 
these two heads are not related 
and I cannot see how the Ministry 
could take savings from item 61 
a nd use the money to do work 
under item 62. Perhaps the hon. 
Minister will explain this mat­
ter. 

Mr. Kasia: That question is 
irrelevant, because the hon. Mem­
b er knows that it is no rmal 
practice to juggle wj,th expendi­
ture from one head to another. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I charge the 
hon. Minister of Finance with 
being dishonest. This Government 
deliberately underestimated ex-
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�enditure in oraer Lo show that 
the Budget could be balanced. 
[An hon. Membe� (Government): 
11Wi thdraw that word."] I withdraw 
the word 11dishonest 11 • but I will 
say that the hon. Minister of 
Finance was not frank when he 
came to this House and presented 
the Estimates. I wish to advise 
the hon. Minister of Finance that 
it is �Tong to mislead the coun­
try by underestimating expendi­
ture in an attempt to show the 
world that he has balanced his 
Budget when in truth and in fact 
the Budget cannot be balanced. 

The amount of $224,000 is far 
less than what was estimated for 

' 1 964 and 1965- In 1965 the 
amount was $290,000. Since then 
Atkinson Field has grown older 
and the equipment and installa­
tions have got worse, and I a m  
sure this amount cannot d o  what 
is necessary to be done. Will 
t he hon. Minister of Finance or 
the hon. Minister of Works and 
Hydraulics get up and explain 
this matter? 

Mr. Luck: The observations 
of my hon. Fri.end on item 62 are 
reinforced when we come to con­
sider item 63. My hon. Friend 
m ade a valid point whe n h e  
pointed out that in 1965 the 
Revised Estimates provided, in re­
lation to Atkinson Field, expendi­
ture in the sum of $290,000. In 
1966 the amount budgeted for is 
$224,000, and the Government is 
n ow asking for an additional 
$26,000. If this is absurd, what 
is the position with item 63? 

In 1965 the provision for 
_Ya.rd WW?es was $210 OOQ and that 

amount was spent. In order to
bring some semblance of economy
into the Budget the hon� Minister 
concocted some figures, a.nd in­
stead of spending $210,000 he 
budgeted for $97,000. That was.
done at a time when he knew that 
wages would increase. It is no 
wonder that the hon. Minister of 
Finance has come to this House 
six times already to ask for sup... · 
plementary provisions. 

On page 87 of the Estimates 
for the year 1966 it is stated: 

"Provision would be 
reduced as some of the em­

ployees paid through this 
vote are n ow shown under

Establish ment.n 

Today this Government has the 
effrontery to come here and tell 
us why it wants $111,561 more. 
This is what is stated in the 
legend: 

11 It was pr oposed to 
transfer some of the employ­
ees. However as the transfer 
has not as yet been ef fected 
t he voted provision proved 
inadequate . 11 

3 p. m.

When the hon. Minister spoke 
in this House a short-while a.go 
he said that he did not work by 
11guesstimates 11 • I want to tell 
the Minister of Finance and ,this 
Government that it is a most
u.nsa.tisfactory state of affairs
to be coming to this House con­
stantly for supplementary finan­
cial provisions. ' This becomes a
thousand times worse when it is·--"·-
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CJ.early revealed that the Esti­
mates were deliberately concocted 
to give a semblance of economy 
while the Government k ne w  that 
the figures were false. 

Can we approach other coun­
tries and ask for money based on 

our Estimates, when it is daily 
revealed that these Estimates are 
deliberately fraudulent? From an 
estimate of $97,000 this becomes 
$111,561. The note says that it 
was proposed to tr ansfer some of 
the employees paid from this vote 
to the Establishment, but  the 
proposal did not fructify, I 
should like an honest answer from 
the hon. Minister of Works and 
Hydraulics or the Minister of 
Finance. Were they in league to 
mislead the public on this mat­
ter? 

Mr. Lall: I should like to 
make an observation. 

The Chairman: Please give 
the Minister a chance to answer 
the question. 

The Minister of Finance 
(Mr. d'Aguiar): By the same 
amount the token vote was under­
r-stimated the vote for the Estab­
lishment was over-estimated. 

Maintenan ce of Artesian Wells 
and Distribution Lines 

Mr. Wilson: I should like to 
ask a quest ion on item 61 and 
then on item 66 on page 12. 

With regard to  it em 61 I 
notice that the note says it is 

"To provide for the increased 

c ost of main tenance works 
consequent on the establish­
ment of more Pure Water Sup­
ply Systems.JI 

I should like to·know whether the 
ad dition al Pure Wat er Supply 
Syste ms wil l  be ext e nd ed to 
squat ting areas where a large 
numbe r of people are without 
water supply. 

Mr. Khan: I should like to 
ask the, hon. Minister of Wor ks 
and Hydra,u] ics if the additional 
requirement under Head 61 is to 
provide for Pure Wat er Supply 
Sy.stems in l he Fai rfi eld--Cottage 
area and ou the East Bank between 
Craig and Friendship. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 

reply.] 

MINISTBY OF EDUCATION AND 

RACE RELATIONS 

Training Officer 

Mr . Nun es : I t em 6 5 : I t 
strikes me that there is clear 
evidence of discrimination here, 
because t.he salary scale of the 
T raining Officer was regraded as 
from 1st January 1965 along with 
t he salary scales of o ther  
officers in the same category. 
I shou l d  therefore like  lo 
receive some assurance from the 
Minister that it is intended to 
redress this discrimination by 
regrading the salaries of the 
posts in the same category, with 
effect from the same jr,v. 
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The Minister of Emcation and 
Race Relations (Mrs. Gaskin): I 
do not think that my hon. Friend I s 
eyes are in any·way affected and 
he will see iµ the note that the 
regrading is to take effect from 
the 1st October. It means exact­
ly what it says. 

The Chairman: I am not stay­
ing on this page any longer. I 
am go ing o n  to the next page, 
page 13. 

Berbice High Sc ho o l  

Mr. Luck: I should like to 
speak on item 69- Like yourself, 
Mr. Chairman, I am very anxious to 
meet His Excellency Dr. Kaunda. 
M y  greatest regret i s  that 
arrangements were not made for 
that gentleman to address this 
House. 

lhe Minister .of Housing and 
Reco nstruction (L eader of the 
House) (Mr. Bissember): What 
item are we on now? 

!fir. Luck: I am following the 
lead of the Chai rman. I would 
have liked to have had a proper 
opportunity_ to meet him. Why did 
the Government find it neither 
proper nor expedient for that 
gentleman to address a full meet­
ing of this House? It is the 
first time that an African head 
of state has come to th is area. 
It is amazing that this should 
not h ave be en done.  I agree 
with you, sir, that we should try 
to expedite this matter. 

The Chairman: Proceed. 

in conne·ct ion with t.he take ove-r 
of the Berbice High Schoo l. I 
should like to ask the hon. Min­

ister of Education whether she 
does not think it right and 
prope r that this House, the 
teaching profession and the whole

country, should know what are the 1 

terms and conditions under which ', 
this institution, the Berbice

High School, has been taken over.

I ·should like to see the terms 
to find out whether something is 
in it fo r me i n re lat i on t Q 

another place. This is surely 
unprecedented. The Berbice High 
School i s  a very imp o rtaiit 
school, and ·the taking over of 
this school may well be a valid­
and proper precedent for the 
taking over of other schools. It 
is therefore incumbent on the 
Minister to let this House, the 
teaching profession and the gen­
eral public know what are the 
terms and conditions under which 
the Berbice High School has been 
taken over. [Interruptions�] 

It is not enough to say that 
the school was taken over und�r 
an agreement. We want. to know 
what are the terms and conditions 
of such an agreement. Too much 
is done in this co mtry in secre­
cy and stealth.· I wonder why. 
Surely the agreement between this 
Government and the B·erbice High 
School is not like the agreement 
with the Reynolds Metals Company 
th at has to be done in secrecy and 
stealth. It is not necessary to 
observe secrecy. Surely, in her 
answer the Minister will give 

Mr. Luck: Under item 69 we some reason why she has asked for 
see for the first time e?9?enses _$11,0_00 to_ meet __ exp�nses for
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three m on ths, September  t o  
December. I should like to know 
the terms and condition� and I run 
sure my hon. Friend (Mr. Sancho) 
who is also connected w ith the 
teaching profession· would like 
to know. 

Mrs. G.askin: The terms and 
conditions are still being nego­
tiated. 

ftu·. LUck: May I be given the 
answer again please! I cannot 
believe I heard correctly" 

3.10 p.mo 

Mr. Nunes: Can the Minister 
tell us the major items concerned 
in this expenditure of $11,000? 
Will t he M i n is t er also s a y  
wheth e r  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  f r ee 
secondary education initiated by 
the P.P.P. Government now obtains 
in the Berbice High School? 

Mrs. Gaskin: It is only be­
cause I feel some kind of defer­
ence is due to the hon. Member, 
in view of the fact that he once 
held the post that I now h old, 
that I rise to answer his very 
stupid questions. It is common 
knowled ge that there is free 
secondary education already in 
existe nce at the Berbice High 
School. To the other question as 
to how we will spend $11,000, I 
have already said that this is 
being negotiated. 

MINISTRY OF HEAL111 

Grant to B.W.I. Board of Examin­
ers, Royal Society for the Pro­

motion of Health 

Mr. Luck: Item 72: I wonder 
whether the hon. Minister of Edu­
cation and Race Relations would 
not come to this House - because 
we on this side would freely vote 
for it - for money for further 
subventions towards the cond rct 
of the London General Certificate 
of Education. Here we are paying 
money for examiners, and the lo­
cal fees· charged for the London 
General Certificate of Education 
are extortionate, beyond belief. 
In view of the greatest possible 
extortion be mg practised in the t

London G .C.E. - local fees: 
$1.50 for each subject - I wonder 
whether the Minister would not 
consider voting money under that 
Head as well? 

Mrs. Gaskin: Item 72 comes 
under the Ministry of Health. 

[Ao hon. Member (Government): 
"Apologi z'e.'I] 

The O.airman: Page 14. 

Contribution to Virus Research 
Laboratory Trinidad 

Mr. Oiandisingh: Item 73: I 
notice th at the Government is 
contributing to the Virus Research 
Laboratory lil Trinidad. Will the 
Minister sey what stage has been 
reach e d w ith r e s pec t t o t he  
transformatdon of our laboratory 
into a laboratory capable of per­
forming the type of research done 
by the laborato ry in Trinidad? I 
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lll3.ke this point because I read in 
the newspapers that,. as a result 
of th e r ecent epidemi c, the 
Central Laboratory here has un­
dertaken almost all the examina­
tions. 

The Mi nister of Health 
(Mr.· Mahraj): The facilities 
available at the Trinidad labora­
tory are not availab le at our 
laboratory. This Government is 
trying to e stablis� three addi­
tional laboratories to take care 
of all works. As soon as the 
facilities are provided, there 
will be no necessity for exter nal 
assistance Ill laboratory works. 

Mr.· Cbandisingh: Will the 
Minister say how soon he expects 
that this country will no longer 
need to b e a m em b er o f the 
Trinidad Virus Research Labora­
tory? 

Mr. Mabraj: If the Govern­
ment• s prog ramme is allowed to 
continue without any interfer­
ence, the Government should be 
able to commence building addi­
t ional laboratories about the 
middle of next year. 

Mr. Chandisiagh: The hon. 
Minister does not seem to follow 
my question. I have been follow­
ing this line because when the 
Members on thaf side sat on this 
side a_few years ago, they were 
very critical of the need for our 
country to contribute to the 
laboratory in Trinidad. Recent­
ly, I noticed in the Press, as I 
said befo re,  a considerable 
amoun t of propaganda - which I 
see now from the Minister's reply 

has been false, has been mislead­
ing - to the effect that the 
Central M edical Laboratory here 
is equipped to carry out most of 
these research investigati uns·. 
Furthermore, the Minister has not 
been able to say whe n he esti­
mates that this country will have 
the facilities. I did not ask 
him when the Government will be­

gin to construct buildings. 

Personal F.moiwnents 

Mr. Jagan: Item 74: Will the 
Minister say whether the creation 
of this post _is in respect of
Mr. Suri whom the Governmen t
e ngag ed lately; whether the
person who occupies this post
will be permitted private prac­
tice; and whether it is not true
that the contract signed by the
Government and this person was
that he would be in charge of the
department, that he would be per­
mitted to have private practice,
and that he would be given frea
quarters also? ls it also true
that, on the arrival of this
gentleman, no £1ving quarters
w ere provided, that there is
some dispute as to who should be
the head of this department, and
that to clear up this dispute
this post is being created?

Mr. Mahraj: It does not seem 
as if the hon. Member has ex­
hausted the reservoir- of ques-' 
tions he has in mind. But let me 
put him at ease. At the moment, 
Dr. Hahn, an expat.riate l ike 
Mr. S uri, is the head of the 
department. Accommodation for 
Mr. Suri was probably not availa­
ble at the time he arrived, but 
he is entitled to accommodation, 
which I think he is now nrovjded.
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with. You will bear in mind that 
I just came back from abrtad and 
I was not here to make arrange­
ments. You were honest with me 
and I am going to be honest with 
you. 

With regard to private prac­
tice, I must say that this' is 
bemg examined by Government. 
With regard to being allowed to 
practise in hospitals other than 
the Georgetown Hospital, I must 
say that this will not be al­
lowed. 

Mr. Jagan: I did not ask 
about being allowed to practise 
in other hospitals. Is it not 
true that the contract signed by 
the Government and Mr. Suri was 
that this doctor would be per­
mitted to practise privately and 
also that he would be the head of 
the department? Is it not true 
that the contract that was signed 
in London was that this gentleman 
would be given perm ission to 
practise privately? 

3. 20 p, m. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Surely, the 
hon. Minister was misleading the 
House when he s�id the question 
of private practice is being in­
vestigated. 

Contribution to Virus Research 
Laboratory - Trinidad 

Mr. Wilson: Item No. 73 -
Ministry of Health -18 -Contribu­
tion to Virus Research Laboratory 
Trinidad, $008, I �]!ould like to 

�sk whether the Minister thinks 
that the Central Laboratory can 
undertake the n ecessary virus 
research? 

[The hon. Minister offered 

no reply.] 

The Oaairman: Page 15. 

Mr.  Ram Karran: One more 
question, sir. 

Mosquito Control Service 

Mr. Ram Karran: Item No. 
75 - Mi�istry of Health - Medi­
cal - 18 - Mosquito Control Ser­
vice, $6,000. It is stated that 
the voted provision is inadequate 
because of a sudden out break of 
malaria in the ·North West Dis­
trict. What I want to know is 
why they had s topped issuing 
chloroquinised salt which was 
being issued by the pre vious 
Government? Why did they stop it 
and why is it to be incr eased 
now? The taxpayers are now to 
be saddled with additional funds 
for s praying  o peration s .  I 
should like the Minister, even 
though he is now on one of his 
short visits from abroad, -to 
expl ain. 

The Chairman: Ask a ques­
tion. 

Mr. Bissember: He was speak­
i ng on  th e M�n ister's trip 
a bro ad, sir. 

The Oaairman: fage 15. 

Post Mortem Fees, Laboratory 
Attendants 

Mr. Ram Karran: Item No. 79, 
Ministry of Health - Bacteriolo-
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gical - 10 - Post Mortem Fees, 
Laboratory Attendants, $400. 
Have they increased wages -

Tbe Chai r m a n :  Are you 
searching for something there? 

Mr. Ram Karran: I have my 
notes here. I consider this �at­
ter very important. Why should 
hospital porters do post mortem 
work without getting any allow­
ance? [Interruption from Govern­
ment Members.] The hon. Minis­
ters continue to heckle because 
they do not want the question 
answered. Why are they paying 
these people ordinary wages while 
they have to do post mortem work? 

!The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

The Chairman: . Gentlemen, let 
us get through this Paper. 

Mr. Ram Karran: We cannot 
get anything from the Ministers. 
I consider this matter very im­
porta nt and I am going to put 
questions to every one of them. 
If the hon.- Ministers try to helr:, 
us by answering .the questions, we 
shall be able to get through the 
Paper. The Ministers must not 
treat this House with contempt 
and try to railroad us because 
Dr. Kaunda is coming here. Let 
us postpone the Paper for Monday. 
[Mr. Merri man: 11Stop being in­
s ulting. 11] Will they seriously 
attempt to answer the questions? 

The Oiairman: Is there any­
thing in the Standing Orders to 
compel the Minister to answer 

.. ones+; one:? 

Mr. Ram Karran: Your Honour 
has appealed to hon. Members to 
get the Paper through. But  I 
have valid questions which I have 
written down here. I have done 
my homework. If the hon. Minis­

ters have not done theirs they 
ought to get out of here. I am 
prepared to ask my questions and 
if the hon. Ministers will not 
answer them, then I must serious­
ly try to get some answers out 
of them. They owe it as a• duty 
to this House and to the country 
for us to have a thorough expla:n­
at ion of the expenditure. As 
far as policy is concerned, they 
sit down and make their decisions 
and n obody hears a bout them 
until they are presented to the 
House. I refer to Agreements 
such as the Agreement with the 
Reynolds Metal Comp any. At 
least, money which the taxpayers 
p� i n  their hands to sp end 
ought to be properly explained 
when it comes to the House, if 
not, let us disband the House. -
Throw the Mace outside! That is 
what the hon. Ministers want! 
You do not hear a word from them. 
They sit there squandering the 
t axp ay ers t m oney.  In m any 
instances they spent money where 
they ought not to have spent it. 

Mosquito Control Service 

Item 75: The United Force 
claims that i t  represents the 
Amerindians. But it is a crimi­
nal offence to ·cause people to 
get malaria when a law was passed 
by the previous Government that 
no salt should be allowed to 
cross to the North West District 
without being medicated . [Inter- ·
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Minister of H ealth who is on 
one of his rare visits to Guyana 
reco�izes that there is a strong 
possibility of malaria spreading 
along the coast of Guyana. 

3.30 p.m. 

Mr. Mahraj: I have listened 
to everything said by my hon. 
Friends over there. Whenever any 
action is taken by the Ministry 
of Health on malaria control it 
is done in consultation with the 
Pan American Health Organisation. 
That o-rganization was satisfied 
that malaria was contro lied in 
the North West District and ad­
vised that i t  w as no longe r 
necessary to use chloroquinised 
salt. We withdrew it, and a cer­
tain number of Amerindians were 
infuc ted. The Pan Amer ican 
Health Organisation are the ex­
perts, but my hon. Friend is no 
expert. 

Mr. Rua Karran: I apologize 
to the hon. Minister, if he be­
lieves that I was telling him 
what to do., I was merely trying 
to obtain information regarding 
this matter. It was the World 
Health Organisation who recom­
mended to the previous Government 
that a supply of medicated salt 
should be sent to the interior 
areas where malaria was rampant. 
foday the hon. Minister is talk­
ing about the Pan American Health 
Organisation instead of the World 
Health Organisation. I hoped 
that the hon. Minister has not 
jumped to the Pan American Organ­
isation merely because of thif 

Gover nment's policy  and it s 
association with the U.S.A. If 
the hon. Member is willing to 
listen -- [Interruption.]

1he Cliairaan rose -

Mr. Ram Karran: It does not 
need an expert to know when there 
is an outbreak of malaria in this 
country. If the hon. Minister 
says that the Pan .American Health 
Organisation advised him to dis­
continue the supply of medica­
ted salt, he should have said so 
long ago so that the blame would 
have been placed in the right di­
rection. [Mr. Mahraj: 11You are 
wastinD' time. 11] I am not wasting 
time, �d I resent that sugges­
tion by the hon. Minister. 

M r. Wilson: The le g e n d  
states: 

11Thi s expenditure will 
be off-set by savings on Sub­

head 19, Training and In­
Service Education for Public 

Health Inspectors and Health 
Visitors." 

Post Mortem Fees, Laboratory 
Attendants 

Mr. Jagan: With reference to 
Item 79 - Suhh ead 10 - Post 
Mortem Fees, Laboratory Atten­
dants $41,500, I observe that an 
addit ional sum  of $4,500 is 
needed. I should like to know 
whether this money is needed to 
pay porters who are required to 
do jobs other than porter's work? 
I understand that they have to 
·assist in post mortem examina-.
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tions. I al so understand that 
the porters have to cut the dead 
bodies. 

[The hon. 1/inister oEEered no

reply.] 

The O.ainum: Page 16. 

MINISTRY OF ROUSING AND 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Maintenance of Government Housing 
Estates 

Ptlr. Chase: With reference to 
item 91, subhead 9 - Materials 
for Maintenance of Government 
Housing Estates - $200,000, I see 
that the additional expenditure 
sought is $104,770- Does this 
amount incl ude the cost of the 
maintenance at Wismar? What is 
the decision as regards the water 
supply? CJnterruption by Press 

Reporters. J 

The Oaairam (to Press Repor­
t ers): Only Members of this 
House can speak in this House; 
you are not permitted to do so. 

Mr. Chase: Visitors to the 
Rest House at Wismar suffer great 
inconvenience s� far as the water 
supply is concerned. Will the 
Minister tell us whether this sum 
will take care of the water sup­
ply? 

Mr. Bissember: That is a 
reasonabl e question, and I am 
prepared to answer it. Pure 
water supply is not one of the 
responsibilities which come under 
my portfolio. The Ministry of 
Housing contributes about $18,000 
a year towards the Wismar Purifi-

cation Plant. I agree with the 
hon. Member that the water supply 
system is very bad over there. 
However, the Minister of Works 
and Hydraulics has the matter in 
hand, and every effo__rt is being 
made to get the Plant in proper . 
working order so that water.will 
be supplied to everybody con­
cerned. 

The amount is1to meet arrears 
in the sum of $40,000 which we 
contrib.-ute every year because of 
the housing estates there. The 
Engin eers a t  the M inistry of 
Works and Hydraulics are working 
_on the project at the moment, and 
v ery soon the R est House and 
other places will get a proper 
supply of water. 

Mr. Chandisingh: : I should 
like to go back to item 85 - Sub--
head 18 - Conveying sick persons 
from I nte rior to Hosp ital -
$20,000. I observe that an addi­
tional sum of $10,000 is needed 
because of the increase in the 
number of sick persons to be con­
veyed from the Interior to the 
Georgetown Hospita l. It  is 
rather alarming to n�te that the 
heal t h o f the p e op 1 e in the 
interior districts has deterio­
rated. I should like to know 
whether the system of having 
doctors and dentists flown out 
periodically to the various dis­
tricts in the Rupununi which was 
initiated by the last Government 
is still in force? The last 
Government used to send doctors 
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and dentis ts to the interior 
districts to atte.nd to patients. 

L"The hon. Minister offered no 
reply�] 

'lhe CJiair11an: Page 17. 

Mr. 8am KarrBll: The Minister 
should indicate when he does not 
intend to give answers to ques­
tions, so that M embers on this 
side ��11 be able to get up in 
time to ask other questions. 

The Chairman: What is the 
point of asking,· if the Minister 
ts no t ,goi ng to  answer yo ur 
questions? 

MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Government Housing Estates 

Mr. Luck: I should like to 
speak on page 16, items 90 and 
91. These two items refer to th�
�upply of additional materials,
water a.nd electricity to Govern­
ment Housing Estates in suburban
areas and the maintenance cost of 
Wismar Purification Plant as well
as th e wages f or Go vernment
Housing Estates. These two items
do not run logically, and we are
entitled to know how this money
is being spent.

3.40 p.m. 

You say additional pro��sion 
of $104,7 70 is required. How 
much of it is for the Purifica­
tion Plant and how much for cost 
of la bou r an d mater ial s? I 

should like to know what is the 
exact cost of maintenance of the 
Wismar Purification Plant. By 
subtraction I would find out the 
cost of labour and material. 

I should like to comment on 
t he very high cost of wages, 
$79,000, under item 90. I remem­
ber that when this item was dis­
cussed during the Budget de­
bate I drew the attention of hon. 
Membe rs to the fa ct t hat the 
maintenance of Government Housing 
Estates_ in 1964 cost $237,000, 
but since ·this Government has 
been in office the cost of labour 
a lone rose from $237,000 to 
$400, O O O . We n o  w s e e th at 
$479,000 is required. In 1964 
a large sum of money was spent on 
mater ial s; in  1965 the same 
amount was spent on materials and 
in 1966 very little more is re­
quired for materials. One won­
ders at this. One does not ob­
ject when employment is found for 
workers, but I want to warn this 
Government against finding em­
ployment for s trapping, able­
bodied men who do no p roductive 
work at all, who merely dig holes 
and fill them again. 

In no way am I attacking tne 
workers. They do the work given 
to them, but I wish that this 
Government would show some sense 
and find useful work for all the 
men for whom they are finding 
work. It i s r u i no u s t o the 
economy of this country to employ 
men in the housing schemes tp do 
nothing. There is m uch to be 
done.· I should like to draw the 
attention of the Minister to the 
road leading into Campbellville, 
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which has to be mainta1nea by 
the Government. It. is in a state 
of disrepair while overseers are 
having the trench cleaned five 
times a week.' All through the 
week nothing is done but the 
cleaning of the trench while the 
road is causing people's cars to 
�all to pieces. 

I hope that the hon. Minister 
vf Housing will take what I have 
taid in good spirit and that he 
will do some work for the large 
salary that he draws. Put the 
workers to do productive work! 
Even the comrades objected. Some 
of them refused to be digging 
roads all day. 

The O.airman: Is there any 
observation to be made on page 
177 

Uaiforms for nurses and 
servants 

Mr. Persaud: 

cerns The Palms • 
the note ·reads -

Item 94 con­
I notice that 

11\Toted provision inadequate 
owing to. an unanticipated in­
crease in the number of uni­
forms to be 8'1pplied." 

As far as my memory goes, there 
is a fixed number of nurses and 
servants a t The Palms. Why, 
therefore, is it necessary to 
vote for an increase in the pro­
vision to buy uniforms? I take 
it that this item is in relation 
to The Palms? 

Mr. Bisseaber: That is a 
reasonable question. My answer 
is_ that the _provis!�_l!__!s_i_1.1_�-��-

quate because of the incr:eased 
rate at which uniforms are con­
demned. In the past, under the 
P.P.P. regime, nurses used to be 
supplied with two or three uni­
forms a year . Nurses are now 
given more uniforms·so that the 
patients may see properly clad 
nurses when they perform their 
duties. 

Meals for Nurses 

Mr. Luck: Item 96 relates to 
meals for nurses. The sum voted 
was $14,000 and an in�rease of 
almost t en pe r cent  i s  now 
sought. The reason given is -

"Voted provision proved ina­
dequate owing to the increase 
in the prices of foodstuff." 

Here we have it from the Govern­
ment that the prices of food­
stuff have gone up by ten per 
cent, yet the hon. Minister of 
Finance in presenting his Budget 
predicted - and I do not want to 
say he did this falsely - that 
his proposals would occasion an 
increase of only one per cent. 
Now the Government comes for an 
increase of ten per cent in the. 
vote because of the increase in 
the prices of foodstuff alone. I 
hope that when Mr. Sancho and the 
school...:teachers go to negotiate 
their salaries these points will 
be put forward. 

Mr. Bisseaber: M y  hon. 
.Friend is making a speech. He is 
not asking a question in relation 
to this. He is making a state­
ment and I do  not propose to  
answer him. 
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Mr. Wilson: Will the Minis­
ter say whether the prices of 
foodstuff have increased? 

The O.airman: Which item are 
you dealing with? 

Mr. Wilson: The same one,  
item 96. Will some Minister say 
whether the prices of foodstuff 
have been increased by ten per 
cent? If they have not been so 
increased, why is this additional 
provision required? 

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

The Chainum: Page 18. 

Mr. Persaud: There are two 
important items on this page 
(page 17) it ems 97 and 98 which 
deal with Old Age Pensions and 
Public Assistance. These are 
social services to the people of 
this com.try. 

The Chairaan: Page 18. 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

ACCOUNTANT GENERAL 

Mr. Raa Karran: I should 
like to deal· with item 102. 

3. 50 p.m. 

The Chairman: Page 19. 

Mr. Lall: We are not fin­
ished with page 18. 

The Chairaan: Nobody is 
volunteering an answer. 

Mr.  Raa Karran: Page 18 , 
i tern 102: I wonder if the hon. 
Minister will tell us how much 
this charwoman is getting. Is 
this a typographical error? 

[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

Mr. Ra m Karran: This is 
probably a typographical error 
but the hon Minister is so clum­
sy and incompetent that he will 
not even get up and say so. If 
the hon� Minister wants to sit 
do��, it is all right. 

Crown Agents' -C.harges 

Item 103: The hon. Minister 
of Finance, both inside and out­
side of this House, has been cri­
tical of the Crown Agents. Is it 
Government's policy to co11tinue 
dealing with the Crown Agents, or 
will it buy from local merchants? 
[Mr. Jordan: 11Do you wani.. us to 
ouy from GIMPEX?''] The hon. Minis­
ter had indicated that the Crown 
Agents have been charging higher 
price s than t hose  available 
through private merchants and I 
wish to ask him whether it is 
Government's policy to continue 
to purchase through the Crown 
Agents, or whether it will change 
and p urchase from private mer­
chants. 

Mr. d'Aguiar: The Govern­
ment's policy is t. o purchase 
where the price is cheaper. If 
the Crown Agents provide us with 
bette r bargains, we  buy from 
them. 

Mr. Baa Karro: Is the Min­
ister sayinQ: that his ear li e

0

r 
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criticisms against the Crown Mr. d•Aguiar: The simple 
Agents were unjustified? answer is "yes". 

Dr. J agan: I wish to say 
that, on this very question, the 
practice in the past has been for 
the Government to automatically 
put through orders to the Crown 
Agents. This has led to a great 
deal of criticisms by the members 
of the Chamber of Commerce who 
complaj ned that prices, invaria­
bly, were higher than what could 
be obtained from other sources. 
I should like to ask the Minister 
whether, in making its purchases, 
the Government will inquire from 
the business community here -­
Dir, Jordan: 11Do you want us to 
buy from GIMPEX? 11] It is not a 
question of buying from GIMPEX; 
the hon. Minister of Forests, 
Lands and Mines should keep quiet 
on some occasions. What I am 

saying is in the Government's 

interest. 

When we were in the Govern­

ment an investigation was carried 
out by the Hospital Administrator 

and a few other persons -and it 

was estab lished tha t, in th e 

medical services alone, if the 

Government did not automatically 
buy from the Crown Agents, it 

would save $t million per year. 

We were tol d that preference 

would be given to local business 

men because they are paying the 
taxes here, and I want to have 
a simple answer whether the old 

practi ce has been varied, or 

whether the Government is examin­

ing this with a view to c\anging 

it. 

Dr. Jagan: "Yes" what? Are 
you changing the practice? [)tr. 
Bissember: "Wherever is cheap­

er."] 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR 

Grant to Trades Union \..Ouncil 

Mr. Lal l: Item 100: I 
should like to ask the Minister 
of Labour if two Sugar Confer­

ences we re h e 1 d in 19 6 5 . I 
should also like to know who 

attended these Con ferences. I 

should like to pose some other 
questions after the Minister has 

replied. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 

reply.] 

Mr. Lall: I am made to un­

derstand that this is gross de­

cepti on on the pa rt  of the 
Gover nment beca use the note 
states: 

To assist the Trades 
Union Council in defraying 
expenses in conn�ction with 
representation at the Su�ar 
Conference s held in the 
United Kingdom during April 
and October 1965." 

But this is not so. I was made 
to un derstand  that two mem­

bers of the T.U.C., namely Mr. 

Carrington - I do not see him 

sittina here - and Mr. Blair, who 
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[MR. LALL] 

went to the Constit, utional Con­
fere nce w ere paid from thi s  
amount. I am saying that if a 
political party asked them to 
attend the Conference, then the 
expenses should be borne by that 
political party. This is gross 
deception! The Minister cannot 
answer because two Sugar Confer­
ences were not he ld last year. 
The hon .. Minister lmows this. I 
should like to lmow if it is not 
true that Mr. Carrington and Mr. 
Blair were paid out of this 
amount. 

Ihe Minister of L abour 
(Mr. Merriman): I should like 
to say to the hon. Member that 
his information is incorrect. 

'Mr. Lall: Let the Minister 
tell me what is correct. I want 
to lmow what is correct. 

[Interruption. J 

The O.airman: Page 19. 

Mr. Ra m Karran: The hon. 
Minis ters are d isturbing the 
business of this House. If they 
want to have a "free-for-all" -

Dr. Jagan: On a point of 
order. Members on the Gover�ent 
side are turning this place into 
a fish market. One cannot hear 
what is going on. Please appeal 
to them. 

The Cha iraan: 
noisy. 

They are 

Dr. Jagan: That is what I 
mean, they are very noisy. 

The Claair11an: Page 19. 

4 p.m.

Mr. Jagan: Under Standing 
Order No. 36 (4) I w ould ask, 
following what the Prime Minister 
did the other d ay, that the 
Chairman- do  report progress of 
this Committee and ask leave to 
sit again, because it seems that 
we will have to lea�_e here just 
now. Under this Stand�ng Order, 
any Member can move the Motion. 

Mr. Bissember: Mr. Chairman '
I had asked Mr. Chase if he would 
mind going five minutes more so ' � 
that we could stop -- [Interrup­

tion.] I would ask that the House 
resume in order that I could move 
the Adjournment. 

Assembly resumed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly 
do now adjourn unti+ Friday, 2nd 
December, 1966, at 2 p.m." [Mr. 
Bissember.J 

Adjourned accordin�ly at. 

·4 p. m.
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