THE

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORY
CVOLUME 17

P OCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
FIRST PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION OF GUYANA.

21lst Sitting Friday, 25th November, 1966

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The Assembly met at 2 p.m,
Prayers

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]
Present:

His Honour the Speaker, Mr. A, P. Alleyne

Members of the Government

Ministers
Dr. the Honourable P. A. Reid - Minister of Home Affairs
The Honourable P, S. & Agviar - Minister of Finance
The Honourable Ni j¢ Bissember - Minister of Housing and
Reconstruction
(Leader of the House)
The Honourable R. E. Cheeks ~ Minister of Local Government
The Honourable E. F. Correia - Minister of Communications
The Honourable Mrs. W. Gaskin - Minister of Education and.
4 Race Relations
The Honourable L. Jobn - Minister of Agricul ture
The Honourable R. J. Jordan - Minister of Forests, Lands
and Mines
The Honourahle M. Kasim - Minister of Works and
Hydraul ics

Honourable W. O, R. Kendall, C.B.E. - NMinister of Trade, Shipping
and Civil Aviation

Honourable D. Mahraj - Minister of Heal th

Honourable C. A. Merriman - Minister of Labour

Honourable J. H. Thomas - Minister of Economic
Development




Parliamentary Secretaries

Mr. D. B. deGroot - Parliamentary Secretary,
Prime Minister’s Office i

Mr. G. Bowman - Parliamentary Secretary,
Ninistry of Labour

Mr. O. E. Clarke - Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Education and
Race Relations .

Mr. P. Duncan - Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Local Governmen

Mr. J. G. Joaquin, O.B.E., J.P. - Parliamentary Secretary,
Ministry of Works and
Hydraul ics

Mre C. V. Too-Chung ~ Pariiamentary Secretary,

Ministry of Finance

Other Members

Mr. W. A, Blair Mr. M. F. Singh

Mr. R. G. B. Field-Ridley Mr. R. Tello, Beputy Speaker
Mr. H. Prashad Reve A« B, Trotman

Mr. T. A. Sancho Mr. H. M. S. Wharton, J.P-

Hembers of the Opposition

Dr, C, B. jagan, Leader of the Oppositien Mr. J. R. S. Luck

Mr. A. Chase Mrc Dl Co Jagan
Mr. Ram Karran Mr. H. Lall

Mr. R. Chandising‘h Mr. M. mlﬂn, J.pl
Dr. Charles Jacob, Jr. Mr. Y. Ally

Mr, C. V. Nunes Mr. L. Linde

MF: El M' Go wilson Mro Rﬁ D' Persaﬁd
Mr. M, Hamid, le: M!" M. Poonai
Clerk of the National Assembly - Mr. F. A Narain

Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly
(Acting) - Mr. M. B. Henry.

Absent:

The Honourable L. F. S. Burnham, Q.C., Prime Minister

The Honourable S. S. Ramphal, C.M.G., Q.C.,
Attorney-General and Minister of State

Mr. J. Budhoo Dr. S. A. Ramjohn

Mr. W. G. Carrington - on leave Mr. E. M. Stoby

Mr. B. H. Benn Mr. S. M. Saffee

Mr, H. J. M. Hubbard Mr. M. Bhagwan - on lLeave.

Dr. F. H: W. Hamsahoye



1639 Financial Paper

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
LEAVE TO MEMBERS

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members,
leave of absence has been granted
to the hon. Minister of Trade,
$hipping and Civil Aviation from
the 26th November to the 6th
December, 1966; the Deputy
Speaker (Mr. Tello} from the
27th November to the 2nd Decem-

ber, 1966; and to the hon. Mem-
ber Mr. Joaquin for one week from

the 27th November, 1966.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
MOTION

FINANCIAL PAPER NG. 4 OF 1966

The Assembly resolved itself
into Committee of Supply to re-
sume consideration of the follow-
ing Motion:

"Be it resolved that the
Committee of Supply approve
of the proposals set out in
Financial Paper No. 4 of
1966 —~ Schedule of Additional
Provision on the Current and
Capital Estimates for the
period ending October, 1966,
totalling $4,386,742."

Assembiy in Committee of
Supply.

The Chairman: We have been
on this Paper for nearly four
hours. Today is a very important
day; we have a distinguished
visitor in our midst, and we all
would like to get away from here
early in order to pay homage to
him. I want to suggest that we
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get through this Motion in the
shortest possible time so that we
can get away.

2.20 p.m.
{INISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS

TRANSPORT AND HARBOURS
DEPARTMENT

Net Deficit in Transport Services

Mr. Chase: I should like to
deal with item 55 on page 9. On
the last occasion when the Minis-
ter moved the Report we were

dealing with item /%, Ministry
of Commuenications - Transpert and
Harbours Department. The hon.
Minister concerned was not in his
seat on that occasion and a num-
ber of questioans were asked about
the Transport and Harbours De-
partment. I notice that the
Minister is here this afternoon.
I have no doubt that his col-
leagues would have told him what
those questions were. 1 wonder
whether he would care to give
us an explanation of this item.

The Minister of Communica-
tions (Mr. Correia): In 1966 the
Transport and Harbours Department
raised their rates and it was
estimated that the Department
would collect a half of a million
dollars more in this year than it
did in 1965. Nearly one million
dollars more in revenue will be
collected in 1966 than in 1965.
When rates are increased it is
usual toover-estimate the revenue
for the year in question. We
expect t:¢ reduce our deficit by
nearly one million dollars in

1966.
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Mr. kam aarran: It is not
usual to over-estimate.

Mr. Linde: I asked whether
the Transport and Harbours De-
partment was making more money
and the answer was, Yes. I
asked, also, what was the in-
crease in the revenue collected
in the same period, comparing it
with 1965. It was $2,208.30.

Mr. Correia: The Member was
asking a question in relation to
a specific service. 1 answered
what the increase in that ser-
vice was at the time he put the
question.

Mr. Linde: Is that to say
that the people in ihe Berbice
River have been bled because the
other services are losing?

Mr. Wilsen: Will the Minis-
ter say what was the unforseesn
factor, at the time of the draft-
ing of the Estimates, which
caused him to over-estimate?

Mr. Correia: We took the
figures of the 1965 revenue
against the expected increase in
1966. From that we estimated the
1966 revenue.

Mr. Jagan: Can the Minister
say whether the reintroduction of
the first-class service on the
Georgetown to Rosignal train has
brought an increase in revenue?

Mr. Correia: On the whole
the Transport and Harbours De-
partment will show a deficit in
1966 of a little under one mil-
lion dollars less than in 1965.
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Mr. Ram Karram: I merely
want to make the observation that
it i1s not usual to over-estimate
when rates go up. If the hon.
Minister had acted in co-ordina~
tion with the Minister of Fi-
nance, whose philosophy is quite
the opposite, as has been re-
corded in this House time and
time again, he would have given
us a more realistic estimate.

Page 10.

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND
HYDRAULICS -~ ESTABLISHMENT

Personal Emoluments

Mr. Ram Karran: There is one
item, item 56, on this page. 1
think it is hitting below the
belt for the hon. Minister tc put
up a paper like this. Hon. Mem-
bers will recall that an elabo-
rate White Paper was put up when
the Works and Hydraulics Depart-
ments were integrated into one
Ministry and all the posts were
regraded and the salaries in-
creased.

This is a large department
and here we have a number of
posts referred to on one small
sheet of paper. Ii makes it
impossible for anybody to under-
stand what is going. on. Before
asking any other question, I
would like to ask a specific
question. Can the Minister of
Works and Hydraulics or the Min-
ister of Finance tell us what
are the qualifications for the
post mentioned umnder (b), the
Chief Mechanical and Electrical
Engineer?
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I ask this question because
the post is no longer to be
designated "Chief Mechanical
Engineer". Is this officer an
Associate Member of the Institute
of Mechancial Engineers as well
as of the Institute of Electrical
Engineers? Is he a member of
both Institutes?

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.’]

Mr. Luck: I wonder whether
this is not a circuitous way of
raising the salaries of officers.
I see that the additional provi-
sion now sought is $32,000 and
the number of people involved is
a little cver 40, Of these 40,
10 would hardly be drawing a
total of $2,000. It is therefore
clear that $30,000 will be di-
vided among 90 of these gentle-
men. Is this the right way to
raise people's salaries? In
effect, the same men will be em-
ployed and some of them will be
receiving increases in excess of
$1,000 a year. Behind all this
talk about redesignation cf
posts, the fact is that Mr. John
or Mr. Smith is going to be re-
designated at a much higher
salary. I do not object to pay-
ing people proper wages, but most
of us, particularly teachers,
have not had an increase for
several years. This has caused
great dissatisfaction in the
Association of Masters and Mis-
tresses. Many of us have worked
without a raise since 1954.
These officers received increases

only the other day and we are .

being asked again to give what,
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substantial rise in their sala-
ries.

2.30 p.m.

If thirty people are to share
$32,000 among themselves, it is
simple that some men are going to
get in excess of $1,000. The
other day these same gentlemen
got very substantial increases
indeed, and I want to believe
that this must lead to demorali-
zation in the already demoralized
Public Service of this Country.

We heard that this very
Ministry has given, as its
Christmas present, 600 people
dismissal notices because there
is no money. But the truth is
that the position is even worse
because this sum of $92,000 is
not a year's estimate. It 1is
one-quarter of a year and, iadeed
this point escaped me, these few
fellows are going to get more
than $120,000. Good heavensi
From the 1st September, 1966 to,
I assume, the end of the year,
these redesignations will cost
$32,000, therefore, on an annual
basis, we must multiply $32,000
by four, and so we get more than
$120,000.

How can a Ministry which
causes such grave distress among
the people - 600 able-bodied men
are to be dismissed for Christmas
because no funds are available -
pay thirty men $32,000 for three
months, not $32,000 in all but an
increase of $32,000, having al-
ready received for the year what

in eflg!zll. u"nld he a ratbhar I ectimata 4 I 43
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$30,000? ‘This is a Government
for the rich! The hon. Minister
is a member of the United Force
and I want him to answer how in
heaven's name can he allocate for
three months, for thirty people,
the sum of $32,000 as an in-
crease, and not find the momney to
pay 600 able-bodied men whom he
has personally laid off?

(The hon. Minister of fered no
reply. ]

Mr. Ramp Karran: These are
very important observatioms. It
appears as if the hon. Minister
is not in a position to answer
the questions that were asked
just now with respect to the post
of Chief Mechanical and Elec-
trical Engineer. I wish, first
of all, to repeat that unless the
officer has qualificatious for
hoth Institutes - the Institute
of Civil Engineers as well as the
Institute of Mechanical Engineers
~ I think it is immoral for the
Government to attempi to pay him
increased salary by the redesig-
nation of his post of Chief
Mechanical Engineer.

Further, I should like to
know whether these salaries that
are recommended here fit in with

the recommendations of the last

Salaries Commissioner, Mr.
Guillebaud. I notice that the
note at (f) states:

“To provide for the
creation of a new item ‘Pen-
sionable allowance in lieu of
Consultation Practice’ to
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be paid to all engineering,
architectural and quantity
surveying grades from the
special level upwards."

This is a departure from Govern-
ment's policy. Government em-
ployees, as far as I kmow, with
the exception of medical practi-
tioners, are not allowed to go
outside of their field to do pri-
vate work, and from this legend
it appears as if an opening is
being made to allow this sort of
thing.

Finally, my colleague has
made the cbservation that a large
number of people are going to be
retrenched from the Mianistrv of
Works and Hydraulics. TMr.
Bissember: "Oh, they have not
been retrenched as yet?"” Some
more are going to be retrciched.
I wisk to read copies of two
letters received by an employee
of the Ministry of Works and
Hydraulics and to ask the Minis-
ter and this House whether, in
view of matters like this, there
is any justification for the
spending of this large sum of
332,000 in this way. This letter
was sent to a gentleman by the
name of Robert Thomas of Mahaica.
(Mr. Merrimam: "That is irrele-
vant."] I wish the hon. Minister
would get up on his feet when he
wants to say something., 1If he
wants to rule that something is
irrelevant, I am willing to take
my seat.

This letter was sent on 1st
July, 1966 to a man who has
given several years' service or
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uSir,

I wish to inform you
that you are transferred from
the East Coast Roads, to the
Sea Defernce Project, E.C.D.
effective from the 11th July
1966."

Now that he has been transferred
to the Sea Defence Project, this
is what he received on Hth Novem-
ber, 1966:

"Sir.

Owing to the shortage
of funds, it i1s unfortunate
that 1t is necessary for a
number of emplovees to be
retrenched.

You are hereby given
one week’s notice of the ter-
mination of your services
with effect from the date of
this letter to the 192th
November 1966 inclusive.

I take this opportunity
to thank you for your ser-
vices in the past, and wish
you all success for the
future.®

[Mr. Merriman: "Who signed it7"]
The first leiter was signed by
the Senior Superintendent of
Roads, and the second letter was
signed by the Senior Superinten-
dent of Works.

Not long ago, when we debated
the estimates for the Ministry of
Works and Hydraulics, we found
that there was a reduction in the
vote for Engineers. Today we
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15 and 20 years' service are be-
ing chased out from the Ministry
of Works and Hydraulics. T am
sure the Minister will remember
trying to give an explanation for
the reduction in the vote for
Engineers and the increase in the
vote for Superintendents.

1 could not understand, at
the time, how the GOvernment, in
a poor country like this which is
looking around for Engineers all
cver the place - the Government
is getting a lot of money from
the United States, from the World
Bank, and from the United King-
dom - could be reducing the num-
ber of Engineers on the staff.
But I now see the kick behind it.
The Govermment is now asking for
increases and for these posts to
be redesignated. The last time
the hon. Minister deliberately
misled the Honse when he said
that there was a reduction in the
vote for Engineers. T hope the
hon. Minister will get up and try
to teli us something. Hundreds
of people are being dismissed and
there must be hundreds more to
follow,

First of all, the man was
deliberately transferred from the
Roads Division to the Sea Defence
Project so that the Government's
friends can be pushed to the
Roads Division. After he was
transferred to the Sea Defence
Project his services were ter-
minated. This is the sort of
thing that goes on. We say that
this is discrimination and it
will take the country nowhere.
We urge the Government, in all
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this House know the facts. We
are willing to help and contri-
bute. If the Government has dif-
ficulties we are willing to work
with it in order to solve some
cf the problems which this coun-
try faces.

The Minister of Works and
Hydraulies (Mr. Kasim): All over
the world, there is a shortsge of
professional and technical people
of this type. This is an induce-
ment increase to attract quali-
fied Engineers and people in the
technical field so that they will
stay in the Mipistry. At this
moment, we are finding it very
difficult to find qualified men.

Mr. Ram Karran: If I under-
stand the hon. Minister correct-
ly --

The Chairman: Page 11.

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon.
Minister is misleading this
House. 1f there is mo staff to
recruit, this money should be
used to employ people who are re-
trenched. The hon. Minister has
admitied that no people are
available, therefore --

The Chairmen: Please take

your seat.
2. 40 p.m.
Page 11.

Mr. Chairman:
Contribution te Caribbean
Meteorological Service

Dr. Jagan: Item K7 - Minis-
try of Works and Hydraulics -
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Establishmer. vontribution
to Caribbean rieteorological Ser-
vice, $7,535. The details of
this item are to be found on page
22. 1t seems to me very extra-
ordinary that the hon. Minister
of Works and Hydraulics could
have forgotten, when the 1966
Estimates were being framed that
there was an amount of $7,535
due to the Caribbean Meteorologi-
cal Service. 1 should like him
to explain why this amount was
not taken into account.

Dr. jacob: The Government of
Guyana owes this amcunt. I am
suggesting that the Minister of
Works and Hydraulics, like the
Minister of Finance; has deliber-
ately underestimated many items
of expenditure in order to pre-
sent a Budget {hat appears ba-
lanced. However, there is
another peint that I want {c get
cleared up. He tecld us that the
expenditure will be offset by
savings on Subhead 11, Expenses
Trainees Technical Institute.
Are we to vunderstand that this
very necessary expenditure for
training people is going to be
foregone in order that these
arrears may be cleared up? Will
the Minister please explain to
the House?

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”]

Furniture

Mr. Chase: Item No. 58 - 4-
Furniture, $35,000. Will the
Minister be good enough, with re-
gard to this item, to tell us
what Government quarters will be
refurnished with this money?
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Mr. Kasim: Due to Indepen-
dence, we had to prepare new
offices for several officers and
new Ministers, and that money was
provided for furnishing those
offices.

Mr. Chase: It seems then
that the legend is misleading.
However, I hope that the Minister
would take every step possible to
see that the equipment for fur-
nishing these Government quarters,
such as the district rest houses,
is brought up to date. More-
over, I hope that when the Minis-
ter speaks of replacement of
furniture he means replacing
this furpniture with local pur-
chase and not with furniture im-
ported from abroad. In this
.country we have furniture fac-
tories and it will be very bad
policy to continue to support
commercial firms which are merely
importing furniture, when we can
produce very good furniture lo-
cally.

Mr. Kasim: This is the nor-
nal practice, and one can observe
that in this House. All the
furniture that we use is locally
made furnitare and this is what
the Ministry is doing. I will
also give the assurance to the
hon. Member that I will see to it
that the district rest houses are
well kept.

Mr. Lall: 1 can appreciate
that the Government is making
every effort to furnish offices
for additional Ministers and some
Parliamentary Secretaries, and so
forth. But what I am disturbed
about is that the Government and
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the same Ministry did not take
into consideration the lives and
welfare of 500 families that
will be jeopardised when men

- are thrown out of their jobs. I

am asking whether the furnishing
of offices should be given prior-
ity, or the retention of these
people in their jobs during the
festive season. If the Govern-
ment had any feeling for the
working-class people, I am sure-
it would have retained these
people. 1 am asking the members
of the Government to take into
consideration the lives and wel-
fare of all the children of these
people who are going to be

thrown out of their jobs. I
feel that this estimate should be

reduced. Item No. 58 should be
reduced to $1 to allow the unfor-
tunate ‘people to continue in
their jobs.

Power

Electric #nd Lighting

of Beildings

Mr. Ram Karren: Item No.
59~ 7-Electric Power and Lighting
of Buildings, $60,600. I should
like to ask the hon. Minister to
give us some idea of the areas in
which this $60,600 will be spent.
I recall that electricity has.
been extended to the East Coast,
the West Coast, and the Essequibo
Coast. If the original estimate
was $150,000, I cannot see that
it will require $60,600 for these
areas where you just have a few
offices. There is a plant oper-
ating at Triumph, 'and I think
there is ane at Enmore at the
Distriect Commissioner's Office.
There are also plants at Belfield
and Vreed-en-Hoop. 1 canmnot see
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that electricity bills will cost
this large sum of $60,600. Sure-
ly, the bon. Minister can explain
the reason for this $60,600 in so
far as these areas are concerned,
because &all the Goveramment
offices are in Georgetown.
While he is on it, would he tell
us what has happened to all
this equipment?

2.50 p.m.

Mr. Kasim: This provision
involves the rural areas. This
is due to the additional expenses
involved in new Ministries.
These plants are being put in the
remote areas like the North West,
the Rupununi, and so on.

Mr. Ram Karran: If this vote
represents the additional cost
for generating electricity in
Georgetown, then the Minister
should not include the amount
under these estimates. After all
the Minister should state what he
means in the legend. He should
have stated that this is foraddi-
tional expenses in Georgetown.

Mr. Kasim: 1 am here to
"answer supplementary questionms,
and that is what I am doing.

The Chairman: Page 12.
Atkinson Field

Mr. Raz Karran: With refer-
ence to item 62, Subhead 29 -

Atkinson Field, Maintenance of -
3224,000, the legend states:

"To provide for an in-
crease in the General Main-
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tenance of Atkinson Field.
This expenditure will be off-
set by savings under Head 37
subhead 9 Maintenance of
Vehicles and Equipment."

The amount previously voted for
this item was $224,000 and the
hon. Minister is now asking us
to vote an additicnal $26,000.
We are told that this will be
offset by savings under Head 37
Subhead 9, Maintenance of Vehi-
cles and Equipment. What sort of
vehicles and equipment? Is he
referring to the vehicles at
Atkinson Field or the vehicles at
Berbice?

Msintenance of Artesian Wells

Incidentally, I observe that
under item 61, Subhead 25 -
Maintenance of Artesian Wells
and Distribution of Lines,
$20,000 will be offset by sav-
ings under Head 8%, Subhead 9,
Maintenance of Vehicles and
Equipment. In the first place,
these two heads are not related
and I cannot see how the Ministry
could take savings from item 61
and use the money to do work
under item 62. Perhaps the hon.
Minister will explain this mat-
ter. ’

Mr. Kasim: That question is
irrelevant, because the hon. Mem
ber knows that it is normal
practice to juggle with expendi-
ture from one head to another.

Mr. Ream Karran: I charge the
hon. Minister of Finance with
being dishonest. This Government
deliberately underestimated ex-
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penditure in order co show that
the Budget could be balanced.
CAn hon. Member (Government):
"Withdraw that word."] I withdraw
the word "dishomest", but I will
say that the hon. Minister of

Finance was not frank when he
came to this House and presented
the Estimates. 1 wish to advise
the hon. Minister of Finance that
it is wrong to mislead the coun-
try by underestimating expendi-
ture in an attempt to show the
world that he has balanced his
Budget when in truth and in fact
the Budget cannot be balanced.

The amount of $224,000 is far
less than what was estimated for
1964 and 1965. In 196h the
amount was $290,000. Since then
Atkinson Field has grown older
and the equipment and installa~
tions have got worse, and I am
sure this amount cannot do what
is necessary to be dome. Wiil
the hon. Minister of Finance or
the hon. Minister of Werks and
Hydraulics get up and explain
this matter?

Mr. Luck: The observations
of my hon. Friend on item 62 are
reinforced when we come to con-
sider item 63. My hon. Friend
made a valid point when he
pointed out that in 1965 the
Revised Estimates provided, in re~
lation toAtkinson Field, expendi-
ture in the sum of $290,000. In
1966 the amount budgeted for is
$224,000, and the Government is
now asking for an additional
$26,000. If this is absurd, what
is the position with item 637

In 1965 the provision for

at _thousand times worse when it is .
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amount was spent. In order to
bring some semblance of economy
into the Budget the hon. Minister
concocted some figures, and in-
stead of spending $210,000 he
budgeted for $97,000. That was.
done at a time when he knew that
wages would increase. It is no
wonder that the hon. Minister of
Finance has come to this House
six times already to ask for sup~-
plementary provisions.

On page 87 of the Estimates
for the year 1966 it is stated:
"Provision would be
reduced as some of the em-
ployees paid through this
vote are now shown under
Establishment. ¥

Today this Goverament has the
effrontery to come here and tell
us why it wants $111,561 more.
This is what is stated in the
legend:

"It was proposed to
transfer some of the employ-
ees. However as the transfer
has not as yet been effected
the voted provision proved
inadequate."

3 p.m.

When the hon. Minister spoke
in this House a short-while ago
he said that he did not work by
"guesstimates". 1 want to tell
the Minister of Finance and this
Government that it is a most
unsatisfactory state of affairs
to be coming to this House con-
stantly for supplementary finan-
cial provisions. 'This becomes a
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clearly revealed that the Esti-
mates were deliberately concocted
to give a semblance of economy
while the Government knew that
the figures were false.

Can we approach other coun-
tries and ask for money based on
our Estimates, when it is daily
revealed that these Estimates are
deliberately fraudulent? From an
estimate of $97,000 this becomes
$111,561. The note says that it
was proposed to transfer some of
the employees paid from this vote
to the Establishment, but the
proposal did not fructify. I
should like an hounest answer from
the hon. Minister of Works and
Hydraulics or the Minister of
Finance. Were they in league to
mislead the public on this mat-
ter?

Mr. Lall: I should like to
make an observation.

The Chairman: Please give
the Minister a chance to answer
the guestiorn.

The Minister of Finance
(Mr. d'Aguiar): By the same
amount the token voie was under-
rstimated the vote for the Estab-
lishment was over-estimated.

Maintenance of Artesian Wells
and Distribution Lines

Mr. Wilson: I should like tc
ask a question on item 61 and
then on item 66 on page 12.

With regard to item 61 I
notice that the note says it is
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"To provide for the increased
cost of maintenance works
consequent on the establish-
ment of more Pure Water Sup-
ply Systems. "

I should like to' know whether the
additional Pure Water Supply
Systems will be extended to
squatting areas where a large
number of people are without
water supply.

Mr. Khan: I should like to
ask the, hon. Minister of Works
and Hydrsuiics if the additional
requirement under Head 61 is to
provide for Pure Water Supply
Systems in the Fairfield-Cottage
area and on the East Bank between
Craig and Friendship.

(The horni. Minister offered no
reply._]

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND
RACE RELATIONS

Training Officer

Mr. Nunes: JItem 65: It
strikes me that there is clear
evidence of discrimination here,
because the salary scale of the
Training Officer was regraded as
from 1st January 1965 along with
the salary scales of other
officers in the same category.
I should therefore like to
receive some assurance from the
Minister that it is intended to
redress this discrimination by
regrading the salaries of the
posts in the same category, with
effect from the same d=v.
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The Minister of Education and
Race Relatiomns (Mrs. Gaskin): I
do not think that my hon. Friend's
eyes are in any way affected and
he will see ip the note that the
regrading is to take effect from
the 1st October. It means exact-
ly what it says.

The Chairman: 1 am not stay-
ing on this page any longer. I
am going on to the next page,
page 13.

Berbice High Scheol

Mr. Luck: I should like to
speak on item 69: Like yourself,
Mr. Chairman, ] am very anxious to
meet His Excellency Dr. Kaunda.
My greatest regret is that
arrangements were not made for
that gentleman to address this
House.

The Minister of Housing and
Reconstruction (Leader of the

House) (Mr. Bissember): What
item are we on now?

Mr. Luck: I am following the

lead of the Chairman. I would
have liked to have had a proper

opportunity. to meet him. Why did
the Government find it neither
proper nor expédient for that
gentleman to address a full meet-
ing of this House? It is the
first time that an African head
of state has come to this area.
It is amazing that this should
not have been done. 1 agree
with you, sir, that we should try
to expedite this matter.

The Chairman: Proceed.

Mr. Luck: Under item 69 we
see for the first time expemses
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in connection with the take over
of the Berbice High School. I

should like to ask the hon. Min-
ister of Education whether she
does not think it right and
proper that this House, the
teaching profession and the whole
country, should know what are the;
terms and conditions under which
this institution, the Berbice
High School, has been taken over.
I should like to see the terms
to find out whether something is
in it for me in relation ta
another place. This is surely
unprecedented. The Berbice High
School is & very important
school, and the taking over of
this school may well be a yalid.
and proper precedent for the
taking over of other schools. It
is therefore incumbent on the
Minister to let this House, the
teaching profession and the gen-
eral public know what are the
terms and conditions under which
the Berbice High School has been
taken over. [Interruptions.’]

It is not enough to say that
the school was taken over under
an agreement. We want. to know
what are the terms and conditioms
of such an agreement. Too much
is done in this cowmtry in secre-
cy and stealth. 1 wonder why.
Surely the agreement between this
Government and the Berbice High
School is not like the agreement
with the Reynolds Metals Company
that has tobe done in secrecy and
stealth. It is not necessary to
observe secrecy. Surely, in her
answer the Minister will give
some reason why she has asked for

$11,000 to meet expenses for

Fa
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three months, September to
December. 1 should like to know
the terms and conditions and I am
sure my hon. Friend (Mr. Sancho)
who is also connected with the

teaching profession would like
to know.

Mrs. Gaskin: The terms and
conditions are still being nego-
tiated.

Mme. cuck: May I be given the
answer again please! I cannot
believe I heard correctly.

3.10 p.m.

Mr. Numes: Can the Minister
tell us the major items concerned
in this expenditure of $11,0007
Will the Minister also say
whether the policy of free
secondary education inifiated by
the P.P.P. Government now obtains
in the Berbice High School?

Mrs. Gaskin: It is only be-
cause I feel some kind of defer-
ence is due to the hon. Member,
in view of the fact that he once
held the post that I now hold,
that I rise to answer his very
stupid questions. It i1s common
knowledge that there is free
secondary education already in
existence at the Berbice High
School. To the other question as
te how we will spend $11,000, I
have aiready said that this 1is
being negotiated.
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Grant to B.W.I. Board of Examin-

ers, Royal Society for the Pro-
motion of Health

Mr. Lack: Item 72: I wonder
whether the hon. Minister of Edu-
cation and Race Relatioms would
not come to this House ~ because
we on this side would freely vote
for it - for money for further
subventions towards the conduct
of the London General Certificate
of Education. Here we are paying
money for examiners, and the lo-
cal fees charged for the London
General Certificate of Education
are extortionate, beyond belief.
In view of the greatest possible
extortion being practised in the
Londoa G.C.E. - local fees:
$1.50 for each subject - I wonder
vhether the Minister would not
consider voting money under that
Head as well?

Mrs. Gaskin: Item 72 comes
under the Ministry of Health.

(An hon« Member (Government):
"Apologize."] .
The Chairman: Page 14.

Contribution to Virus Research
Laboratory Trinidad

Mr. Chandisingh: Item 73: I
notice that the Government 1is

contributing to the Virus Research
Laboratory in Trinidad. Will the

Minister say what stage has been
reached with respect to the
transformatdon of our laboratory
into a laboratory capable of per-
forming the type of research done
by the laboratory in Trinidad? I
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make this point because I read in
the newspapers that, as a result
of the recent epidemic, the
Central Laboratory here has un-
dertaken almosi all the examina~
tions.

The Minister of Health
(Mr. Mahraj): The facilities
available at the Trinidad labora-
tory are not available at our
laboratory. This Government is
trying to establish three addi-
tional laboratories to take care
of all works. As soon as the
facilities are provided, there
will be no necessity for external
assistance in laboratory works.

Mr. Chandisingh: Will the
Minister say how soon he expects
that this cowntry will no longer
need to be a member of the
Trinidad Virus Research Labora-
tory?

Mr. Mabraj: If the Govern-
ment's programme is allowed to
continue without any interfer-
ence, the Government should be
able to commence building addi-
tional laboratories about the
middle of néext year.

Mr. Chandisingh: The hon.
Minister does not seem to follow
ny question. I have been follow-
ing this line because when the
Members on that side sat on this
side a few years ago, they were
very critical of the need for our
country to contribute to the
laboratory in Trinidad. Recent-
ly, I noticed in the Press, as 1
said before, a comsiderable
amount of propaganda - which I
see now from the Minister's reply
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has been false, has been mislead-
ing - to the effect that the
Central Medical Laboratory here
is equipped to carry out most of
these research investigations.
Furthermore, the Minister has not
been able to say when he esti-
mates that this country will have
the facilities. I did not ask
him when the Government will be-
gin to construct buildings.

Personal Emofuments

Mr. Jagan: Item 74: Will the
Minister say whether the creation
of this post is in respect of
Mr. Suri whom the Government
engaged lately; whether the
person whe occupies this post
will be permitted private prac-
tice; and whether it i1s not true
that the conmtract signed by the
Government and this person was
that he would be in charge of the
department, that he would be per—
mitted to have private practice,
and that he would be given free
quarters also? Is it also true
that, on the arrival of this
gentleman, no Living quarters
were provided, that there is
some dispute as to who should be
the head of this department, and
that to clear up this dispute
this post is being created?

Mr. Mabraj: It does not seem
as if the hon. Member has ex-
hausted the reservoir of ques-
tions he has in mind. But let me
put him at ease. At the moment,
Dr. Hahn, an expatriate like
Mr. Suri, is the head of the
department. Accommodation for
Mr. Suri was probably not availa-
ble at the time he arrived, but
he is entitled to accommodat1on,

which ] thipk he is pow provided
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with. You will bear in mind that
I just came back from abrwd and
I was not here to make arrange-
ments. You were honest with me
and I am going to be honest with
you.

With regard to private prac-
tice, I must say that this is
being examined by Government.
With regard to being allowed to
practise in hospitals other than
the Georgetown Hospital, I must
say that this will not be al-
lowed.

Mr. Jagan: I did not ask
about being allowed to practise
in other hospitals. Is it not
true that the contract signed by
the Government and Mr. Suri was
that this doctor would be per-
mitted to practise privately and
also that he would be the head of
the department? Is it not true
that the contract that was signed
in London was that this gentleman
would be given permission to
practise privately?

3.20 p.m.

Mr., Ram Karran: Surely, the
hon. Minister was misleading the
House when he said the question
of private practice is being in-
vestigated.

Contribution to Virus Research
Laboratory - Trinidad

Mr. Wilson: Jtem No. 73 -
Ministry of Health - 18 —Contribu-
tion to Virus Research Laboratory
Trinidad, $838. I should like to
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ask whether the Minister thinks

that the Central Laboratory can
undertake the necessary virus
research?

[The hon. Hinister offered
no reply.’]

The Chairman: Page 1.

Mr. Ram Karran: One more

question, sir.
Mosquito Control Service

Mr. Ram Karran: Item No.
75 - Ministry of Health - Medi-
cal — 18 - Mosquito Control Ser-
vice, $6,000. It is stated that
the voted provision is inadequate
because of a sudden outbreak of
malaria in the North West Dis-
trict. What I want to know is
why they had stopped issuing
chloroquinised salt which was
being issued by the previous
Government? Why did they stop it
and why is it to be increased
now? The taxpayers are now to
be saddled with additional funds
for spraying operations. I
should like the Minister, even
though he is now on one of his
short visits from abroad, -to
explain.

The Chairman: Ask a ques-
tion.

Mr. Bissember: He was speak-
ing on the Minister's trip
abroad, sir.

Page 15.

Post Mortem Fees, Laboratory
Attendants

Mr. Ram Karram: Item No. 79,
Ministry of Health - Bacteriolo-

The Chairman:



1667 Financial Paper-

gical - 10 - Post Mortem Fees,
Laboratory Attendants, $400.
Have they increased wages —

The Chairman: Are you
searching for something there?

Mr. Ram Karran: 1 have my
notes here. I consider this mat-
ter very important. Why should

hospital porters do post mortem
work without getting any allow-
ance? [Interruption from Govern-
ment Members.”] The hon. Minis-
ters continue to heckle because
they do not want the gquestion
answered. Why are they paying
these people ordinary wages while
they have to do post mortem work?

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”]

The (hairman: Gentlemen, let
us get through this Paper.

Mr. Ram Karran: We cannot
get anything from the Ministers.
I consider this matter very im-
portant and I am going to put
guestions to every one of them.
If the hon. Ministers try to helg
us by answering the questions, we
shall be able to get through the
Paper. The Ministers must not
treat this House with contempt
and try to railroad us because
Dr. Kaunda is coming here. Let
us postpone the Paper for Monday.
Mr. Merriman: "Stop being in-
sulting."] Will they seriously
attempt to answer the questions?

The Chairman: Is there any-
thing in the Standing Orders to
compel the Minister to amswer
ouestiocnc?
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Mr. Ram Karran: Your Honour
has appealed to hon. Members to
get the Paper through. But 1
have wvalid questions which I have
written down here. I have done
my homework. If the hon. Minis-
ters have not donme theirs they
ought to get out of here. I am
prepared to ask my questions and
if the hon. Ministers will not
answer them, then I must serious-
ly try to get some amswers out
of them. They owe it as a duty
to this House and to the.country
for us to have a thorough explan-
ation of the expenditure. As
far as policy is concerned, they
sit down and mske their decisions
and nobody hears about them
until they are presented to the
House. I refer to Agreements
such as the Agreement with the
Reynolds Metal Company. At
least, money which the taxpayers
put in their hands to spend
ought to be properly explained
when it comes to the House, if
not, let us disband the House.-
Throw the Mace outside! That is
what the hon. Ministers want!
You do not hear a word from them.
They sit there squandering the
taxpayers' money. In many
instances they spent money where
they ought not to have spent it.

Mosquito Control Service

Item 75: The United Force
claims that it represents the
Amerindians. But it is a crimi-
nal offence to cause people to
get malaria when a law was passed
by the previous Government that
no salt should be allowed to
cross to the North West District
without being medicated. [Inter- -
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Minister of Health who is omn
one of his rare visits to Guyana
recognizes that there is a strong
possibility of malaria spreading
along the coast of Guyana.

3.30 p.m.

Mr. Mabhraj: I have listened
to everything said by my hon.
Friends over there. Whenever any
action is takem by the Ministry
of Health on malaria conmtrol it
is done in consultation with the
Pan American Health Organisation.
That organization was satisfied
that malaria was controlled im
the North West District and ad-
vised that it was no longer
necessary to use chloroquinised
salt. We withdrew it, and a cer-
tain number of Amerindians were
infected. The Pan American
Health Organisation are the ex-
perts, but my hon. Friend is no
expert.

Mr. Ram Karran: I apologize
to the hon. Minister, if he be-
lieves that I was telling him
what to do. . I was merely trying
to obtain information regarding
this matter. It was the World
Health Organisation who recom-
mended to the previous Government
that a supply of medicated salt
should be sent to the interior
areas where malaria was rampant.
Today the hon. Minister is talk-
ing about the Pan American Health
Organisation instead of the World
Health Organisation. I hoped
that the hon. Minister has not
jumped to the Pan American Organ-
isation merely because of this
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Gover nment's policy and its
association with the U.S.A. If
the hon. Member is willing to
listen — [Interruption.”]

The Chairmsn rose —

Mr. Ran Karran: It does mot
need an expert to kmow when there
is an outbreak of malaria in this
country. If the hon. Minister
says that the Pan American Health
Organisation advised him to dis-
continue the supply of medica-
ted salt, he should have said so
long ago so that the blame wounld
have been placed in the right di-
rection. [Mr. Mahraj: "You are
wasting time."] I am not wasting
time, and I resent that sugges-
tion by the hon. Minister.

Mr. Wilsomn: The legend

states:

"This expenditure will
be off-set by savings on Sub-
head 19, Training and In-
Service Education for Public
Health Inspectors and Health
Visitors."

Post Mortem Fees, Laboratory
Attendants

Mr. Jagan: With reference to
Item 79 - Subhead 10 - Post
Mortem Fees, Laboratory Atten-
dants $41,500, I observe that an
addit ional sum of $4,H00 is
needed. I should like to know
whether this money is needed to
pay porters who are required to
do jobs other than porter's work?
I understand that they have to
assist in post mortem examina-
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tions. 1 also understand that
the porters have to cut the dead
bodies.

(The hon. Minister offered no
reply.’]

The Ghairman: Page 16.
MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND
RECONSTRUCTION
Maintenance of Government Housing
Estates

Mr. Chase: With reference to

item 91, subhead 9 - Materials
for Maintenance of Government
Housing Estates - $200,000, I see
that the additional expenditure
sought is $104,770. Does this
amount include the cost of the
maintenance at Wismar? What is
the decision as regards the water
supply? "Interruption by Press
Reporters,’]

The Chairmamn (to Press Repor-
ters): Only Members of this

House can speak in this House;
you are mot permitted to do so.

Mr. Chase: Visitors to the
Rest House at Wismar suffer great
inconvenience so far as the water
supply is concerned. Will the
Minister tell us whether this sum
will take care of the water sup-

ply?

Mr. Bissember: That is a
reasonable gquestion, and I am
prepared to answer it. Pure
water supply is not one of the
responsibilities which come under
my portfolio. The Ministry of
Housing contributes about $18,000
a year towards the Wismar Purifi-
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cation Plant. I agree with the

hon. Member that the water supply
system is very bad over there.

However, the Minister of Works
and Hydraulics has the matter in

hand, and every effort is being

made to get the Plant in proper .
working order so that water will

be supplied to everybody con-

cerned.

The amount is;to meet arrears
in the sum of $40,000 which we
contribute every year because of
the housing estates there. The
Fngineers at the Ministry of
Works and Hydraulics dre working
on the project at the moment, and
very soon the Rest House and
other places will get a proper
supply of water.

Mr. Chandisingh: I should
like to go back to item 85 - Sub-
head 18 - Conveying sick persons
from Interior to Hospital -
$20,000. I observe that an addi-
tional sum of $10,000 is needed
because of the increase in the
number of sick persons to be con-
veyed from the Interior to the
Georgetown Hospital. It is

-rather alarming to note that the

health of the people in the
interior districts has deterio-
rated. 1 should like to know
whether the system of having
doctors and demtists flown out
periodically to the various dis-
tricts in the Rupununi which was
initiated by the last Government
is still in force? The last
Government used to send doctors
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and dentists to the imterior
districts to attend to patients.

(The hon. Minister offered no
reply, ]

Page 17.

Mr. Ram Karran: The Mimister
should indicate when he does not
intend to give answers to gques-
tions, so that Members om this
side will be able to get up im
time to ask other questions.

The (hairman:

The Chairman: What is the
point of asking, if the Mimister
isnot going to amswer your
questions?

MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND
RECONSTRUCTION

Government Housing Estates

Mr. Lack: I should like to
speak on page 16, items 90 and
91. These two items refer to the
supply of additional materials,
water and electricity to Govern-
ment Housing Estates in suburban
areas and the maintenance cost of
Wismar Purification Plant as well
as the wages for Government
Housing Estates. These two items
do not runm logically, and we are
entitled to know how this money
is being spent.

3.40 p.m.

You say additional provision
of $104,770 is required. How
much of it is for the Purifica-~
tion Plant and how much for cost
of labour and materials? I
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should like to kmow what is the
exact cost of malntenanmce of the
Wismar Purificatiom Plant. By
subtraction I would find out the
cost of labour and material.

I should like to comment on
the very high cost of wages,
$79,000, under item 90. I remem-
ber that when this item was dis-
cussed during the Budget de-
bate I drew the attention of hon.
Members to the fact that the
maintenance of Government Housing
Estates in 1964 cost $237,000,
but since this Government has
been in office the cost of labour
alone rose from $23%7,000 to
$400, 000. We now see that
$479,000 is required. In 1964
a large sum of momey was spent on
materials; im 1965 the same
amount was spent on materials and
in 1966 very little more is re-
quired for materials. One won-
ders at this. One does mot ob-
ject when employment is found for
workers, but I want to warm this
Govermment against finding em-
gloyment for strapping, able-

odied men who do no productive
work at all, who merely dig holes
and fill them again.

In no way am I attacking ctne
workers. They do the work givenm
to them, but I wish that this
Govermment would shcw some senmse
and find useful work for all the
men for whom they are finding
work. It is ruinous to the
economy of this country to employ
men in the housing schemes tp do
nothing. There is much to be
done.” I should like to draw the
attention of the Mimister to the
road leading into Campbellville,
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which has to be maintainea by
the Government. It is in a state
of disrepair while overseers are
having the trench cleaned five
times a week. All through the
week nathing is dome but the
cleaning of the trench while the
road is caunsing people's cars to
fall to pieces.

I hope that the hon. Minister
vf Housing will take what I have
said in good spirit and that he
will do some work for the large
salary that he draws. Put the
workers to do productive work!
Even the comrades objected. Some
of them refused to be digging
roads all day.

The Chairman: Is there any
observat ion to be made on page
17?

Uniforms for nurses and
servants

Item 94 con-
I notice that

Mr. Persaud:
cerns The Palms.
the note reads -

"Voted provision inadequate
owing to an unanticipated in-
crease in the number of uni-
forms to be supplied.”

As far as my memory goes, there
is a fixed number of nurses and
servants at The Palms. Why,
therefore, is it necessary to
vote for an increase in the pro-
vision to buy uniforms? I take

it that this item is in relation
to The Palms?

Mr. Bissember: That is a
reasonable question. My answer
is that the provision is inade-
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quate because of the increased
rate at which uniforms are con-
demned. In the past, under the
P.P.P. regime, nurses used to be
supplied with two or three uni-~
forms a year. Nurses are now
given more uniforms so that the
patients may see properly clad
nurses when they perform their
duties.

Mezls for Nurses

Mr. Luck: Item 96 relates to
meals for nurses. The sum voted
was $14,000 and an increase of
almost ten per cent is now
sought. The reason given is -

"Voted provision proved ina-
dequate owing to the increase
in the prices of foodstuff."

Here we have it from the Govern-
ment that the prices of food-
stuff have gone up by ten per
cent, yet the hon. Minister of
Finance in presenting his Budget
predicted - and I do not want to
say he did this falsely - that
his proposals would occasion an
increase of only one per cent.
Now the Government comes for an
increase of ten per cent in the
vote because of the increase in
the prices of foodstuff alome. I
hopé that when Mr. Sancho and the
school-teachers go to negotiate
their salaries these points will
be put forward.

My hon.

Mr. Bissember:

JFriend is making a speech. He is

not asking a question in relation
to this. He is making a state-
ment and I do not propose to
answer him.
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Mr. Wilsom: Will the Minis-
ter say whether the prices of
foodstuff have increased?

The Chairman: Which item are
you dealing with?

Mr. Wilson: The same ome,
item 96. Will some Minister say
whether the prices of foodstuff
have been increased by tem per
cent? If they have not beenm so
increased, why is this additiomnal
provision required?

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”]

The Chairman: Page 18.

Mr. Persaud: There are two
important items onm this page
(page 17) items 97 and 98 which
deal with 0ld Age Pensions and
Pubiic Assistance. These are
social services to the people of
this comtry.

The Chairman:

Page 18.

MINISTRY OF FINANCE

ACCOUNTANT GENERAL
Mr. Ram Karran: I should
like to deal with item 102.
3. 50 p.m.
The Chairman: Page 19.

Mr. Lall: We are not fin-
ished with page 18.

The Chairman: Nobody is
volunteering an answer.
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Mr. Ram Karran: Page 18,
item 102: I wonder if the hon.

Minister will tell us how much
this charwoman is getting. Is
this a typographical error?

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”]

Mr. Ram Karran: This is
probably a typographical error
but the hon Minister is so clum-
sy and incompetent that he will
pot even get up and say so. If
the hon. Minister wants to sit
down, it is all right.

Crown Agents’ CUharges

Item 103: The hon. Minister
of Finance, both inside and out-
side of this House, has been cri-
tical of the Crown Agents. Is it
Government's policy to countinue
dealing with the Crown Agents, or
will it buy from local merchants?
[Mr. Jordan: "Do you wani us to
buy from GIMPEX?'] The hon.Minis-
ter had indicated that the Crown
Agents have been charging higher
prices than those available
through private merchants and I
wish to ask him whether it is
Government's policy to continue
to purchase through the Crown
Agents, or whether it will change
and purchase from private mer-
chants.

Mr. d’Aguiar: The Govern-
ment's policy is to purchase
where the price is cheaper. If
the Crown Agents provide us with
better bargains, we buy from
them.

Mr. Ram Karram: Is the Min-
ister saying that his earlier
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criticisms against the Crown
Agents were unjustified?

Dr. Jagan: 1 wish to say
that, on this very question, the
practice in the past has been for
the Government to automatically
put through orders to the Crown
Agents. This has led to a great
deal of criticisms by the members
of the Chamber of Commerce who
complained that prices, invaria-
bly, were higher than what could
be obtained from other sources.
I should like to ask the Minister
whether, in making its purchases,
the Government will inguire from
the business community here --
[(Mr. Jordam: "Do you want us to
buy from GIMPEX?"] It is mot a
question of buying from GIMPEX;
the hon. Minister of Forests,
Lards and Mines should keep yuiet

on some occasions. What I am
saying is in the Government's
interest.

When we were in the Govern-
ment an investigation was carried
out by the Hospital Administrator
and a few other persoms-and it
was established that, in the
medical services alone, if the
Government did not automatically
buy from the Crown Agents, it
would save $5 million per year.
We were told that preference
vould be given to local busimess
men because they are paying the
taxes here, and I want to have
a simple answer whether the old
practice has been varied, or
whether the Govermment is examin-
ing this with a view to changing
it.
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Mr. d’Aguiar: The simple

answer is "yes",

Dr. Jagan: "Yes" what? Are
you changing the practice? [Mr.
Bissember: "Wherever is cheap-
er."]

MINISTRY OF LABOUR

Grant to Trades Union wouncil

Mr. Lall: Item 100: I
should like to ask the Minister
of Labour if two Sugar Confer-
ences were held in 1965. 1
should also like to kmow who
attended these Conferences. 1
should like to pose some other
questions after the Minister hes
replied.

(The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”]

Mr. Lall: I am made to un-
derstand that this is gross de-
ception on the part of the
Government because the note
states:

To assist the Trades
Union Council in defraying
expenses in connection with
representation at the Sugar
Conferences held 1n the

United Kingdom during April
and October 1965."
But this is not so. I was made
to understand that two mem-
bers of the T.U.C., namely Mr.
Carrington - I do not see him
sitting here - and Mr. Blair, who
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went to the Constitutional Con-
ference were paid from this
amount. 1 am saying that if a
political party asked them to
attend the Conference, then the
expenses should be borne by that
pelitical party. This is gross
deception! The Minister cannot
answer because two Sugar Confer-
ences were not held last year.
The hon. Minister knows this. I
should like to kmow if it is not
true that Mr. Carrington and Mr.
Blair were paid out of this
amount.

The Minister of Labour
(Mr. Merriman): I should like
to say to the hon. Member that
his information is incorrect.

Mr. Lall:
tell me what is correct.
to know what is correct.

I want

[(Interruption.’]

The (hairman: Page 19.

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon.
Ministers are disturbing the
business of this House. If they
want to have a "free-for-all" —

Dr. Jagan: On a point of
order. Members on the Government
side are turning this place into
a fish market. One cannot hear
what is going on. Please appeal
to them.

25TH NOVEMBER,
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The Chairman:
noisy.

They are

Dr. Jagan: That is what I
mean, they are very noisy.

The Chairman:

Page 19.

4 p.m.

Mr. Jagan: Under Standing
Order No. 36 (4) I would ask,
following what the Prime Minister
did the other day, that the
Chairman do report progress of
this Committee and ask leave to
sit again, because it seems that
we will have to leave here just
now. Under this Standing Order,
any Member can move the Mctionm.

Mr. Bissember: Mr. Chairman,
I had asked Mr. Chase if he would
mind going five minutes more so
that we could stop -- [Interrup-
tion.]] I would ask that the House
resume in order that I could move
the Adjournment.

Assembly resumed.

ADJOURNMENT

Resolved, "That this Assembly
do now adjourn until Friday, 2nd
December, 1966, at 2 p.m." Mr.

Bissember.’]

Adjourned accordingly at
‘4 p.m.
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