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LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL

(Constituted under the British Guiano,
(Censtitution) (Temporary Provistons)
Order in Council, 1953)

THURSDAY, 22ND JULY, 1954.

The Council met at 2 p.m., His
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool-
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chair.

PRESENT :

His Honour the Speaker, 8ir
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members:—

The Hon. the Chief Secretary,
Mr. F. D. Jakeway, O.B.E. (acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. G. M. Farnum (acting).

.The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. W. O. Fraser, O.B.E.

Nominated Members of Ezecutive
Couneil :—"
The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing)

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall (Mem-
ber for Communications and Works).

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E
(Member for Local Government, Social
Welfare and Co-operative Develop-
ment).

The Hon. G. H. Smellie.
The Hon. R. B. Gajraj.

The Hon. R. C, Tellg,
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Deputy Speaker:—-
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E.

Nouminated Officials :—
Mr. W. T. Lord, 1.8.0.

Mr. J. I. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficials :=—
Mr. T. Lee.

Mr. W. A. Phang.

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.R.E.
Mr. C. A. Carter.

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb,

Mr. H. Rahaman.

Miss Gertrude H. Collins,

Mrs. Esther E. Dey.

Dr. H. A. Fraser.

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.D.
Mr. R. B. Jailal.

Mr. Sugrim Singh.

Clerk of the Legislature—
Mr. I. Crum Ewing.

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature--
Mr. H. H. Tross (acting).

Absent :— :

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid,
CM.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul-
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).
—Indisposed.

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.—on leave.
Mr. E. F. Correia-—on leave.

The Speaker read prayers.






























1015 Criminal

‘The Council resolved itself into
Clomrmittee and congidered the - Bill
¢lause by eclaunse without. amendment.

Coulicil resumed.’

The Atltorney-General: 1 beg to
move that this Bill he now tead a third
iime and passed.

The Financial Secretéry seconded,

Qooestion put, and agreed tlo.

Bill read a third time and passed.
CRIMINAL JﬁSlTlL'E BILL

The Aticrnev-General: 1 beg to
ruove the second reading of a Bill inti-
tuled : — )

“An Ordinance further to amend the

Law with respect to the administration of

Criminal Justice, and otherwise to amend
the Criminal Law.”

As indicated in the Objects and
leasons, Clause 2 of the 1 seeks to
increase the penalty in cases of con-
viction for cattle stealing and the steai-
ing of cther animals specified in Sec-
tion B% of the Summary Jurisdiction
Offences Ordinance, the ot r animals
being horses, mares, sheep, ete. Section
£3 of the Principal Ordinance deals with
the larceny of cattle and certain other

. animals, and Section 89 de.  with the
killing of those animals with the inten-
{ion of stealing the carcass. Section 88

also provides for the summary trial of

persons charged with the larceny of cat-
ile. Persons convidted of such offences
are liable to a period of ir risonment
not exceeding six months. Curiously
enough, each of those sections contains
a proviso to the effect that where a
person has been previously convicted of
the larceny of cattle or of killing eattle
with intent to steal such penson can-
not be tried summarily again. The
effect of this proviso is not quite what
the draunghtsman contemplated, because
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cases of cattle stealing in the T
parts of the country are definit
very frequent occurrence, and in

casea it has proved quite impracti
prosectite for such offences for
very obvious reasons—to get the a

or its skin down to the town am
witnesses to get te the town. In many
cazes the witnesses may he Amerin-
dians residing on the Brazilian border.
For that reason it is quile impractical
to prosecute for all'those offences. Con-
sequently, Clanse 3 of this Bill seeks to
do away with that” proviso which at
present requires a person charged a
second time te be charged indictably.
1t alzo seeks to provide thal the maxi-
mum punishment of six monthg be in-
areased 1o twelve months.

Clause 4 sceks 10 amend Seclion 2
of the Ciiminal Justice Ordinance
enable & Magistrate to take, summarily,
a case of lareeny in which the valge
of the article stolen ig limited 1o $200.
Y do not intend to say very mueh as
regavds Part JU of the Bill which is
self-explanatory, but in view. of cer-
tain references which appeared iu the
Press the other day I feel it jnenm.
pent apon me to suy a few words to
alfuy  auy fears which houw. Members
may bave. Part II  of this Bill has
been taken from the Criminal Justic
Act of 1925 and the provisions con-
tained therein have been iy force in
Englard for the last 19 vears, The
sugpestion was made that the prohibi-
tion of taking photographs within the
precints of a building in which a court
is being held, was the thin edge of the
wedge, It ig suggested, as Fay ag my
roemory goes, that if this were allowed
the next step wonld be secret irials.
With all due respect to the author of
tnat article, I quite fail to see how
the provision prohibiting the taking of
photographs of counsel or parties to any

- proceedings within the precints of a

bu_ilding in which a court is being held



































