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WEDNESDAY, 24TH MARCH, 1954.

_.le Council met @at 2 pam., His
snour the Speaker, Sir Fustace Wool-
ford, O.B.E, Q.C., in the Chair.

PRESENT :

His Honour the Speaker, Sir
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C.

Ex-Officio Members:—
The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Mr.
John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General,
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary,
Mr. W. O, Fraser, 0.B.E.

Nominated Members of Execulive

Council :—
The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid,
C.M.G., C.BE. (Member for Agricul-

ture, Forests, Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A, Commings (Metn-
ber for Labour, Health and Housing).

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, 0.B.E.
The Hon. G, H. Smellie,

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj.

The Hon, R. C. o,
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Deputy Speaker;—
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E.

Nonunated Officials;,—
Mr. W. T. Yord, 1.5.0.

Mr. J. 1. Ramphal.

Nominated Unofficidls 1—=
Mr. T. Lee

Mr., W. A, Phang.
r. L. A, Luckhoo,
Mr. C. A, Carter.
Mr, E. F. Correia,
Rev. D. C. J. Bobh,
Mr. H. Rahaman.
Miss Gertrude H. Collins.
Mrs. Esther E. Dey
Dr. H. A, Fraser,
Lt. Col. E, J, Haywood, M.B.E,, T.D.
Mr. R. B. Jailal.
Mr. Sugrim Singh.

Clerk of the Legislature — Mr. 1.
Crum Ewing,

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature
—Mr, I. R. King.

Abgent:—
Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.E.
—on leave.

The Speaker read prayers.

The minates of the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, the 19th of
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Mr, Cummings: As a member of
the Bar, T wish to associate myself with
the congratulations so ably tendered to
Mr. TLuckhoo by Your Honour and the
hon. the Attorney-General. I, Sir,
have known Mr. Luckhoo from hoyhood;
we attended the same schools, and one
always appreciated the Tact that he
would rise. It is with great pleasnre
that I join in congratulating the hon.
Membher.

Mr, Lee: Mr. Speaker, as the
oldest member of this Council, T fee] it
my duty on behalf of all the others to
associate myself with the remarks
made by way of congratulation to Mr.
Luckhoo on his preferment. Mr.
Tuckhoo is well known to several of us
gitting around this table and I know,
personally, that he hag been a very good
practitioner as well ag a frii 1. 1 feel
gure that he will do well in public life
and also at the Bar.

Mr. Raa »wer: As an old Mein-
ber of the Council, I too, would like to
associate myself with the remarks made
by the other Members. I have known
Mr. Luckhoo sinece he was & hoy — 1
know the other members of " ‘s family
also — and it gives me very great
pleasure to join in congratulating him
on the award of this dignity which he
g0 richly deserves.

Mrs. Dey: Notf being a member of
the Bar and being the only lady Member
of the Counecil present, I join in congratu-
lating Mr. Luckheo on the honour that
has been bestowed on him. I speak for
myself and my colleague, Miss Collins.
I have been associated with the Luckhoo
family for a number of years, and I am
nroud to fell this Council that anything
Mr. Tuckhoo undertakes to do, he means
to do it to the best of his ability. I
sincerely trust that this is not the end
what Mr. Luckhoo will achieve in the
conrse of his career.
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Mr. Bobb: I desire, very briefly.
to join with those who have expressed
their appreciation of this dignity which
has come to Mr. Luckhoo and, inei-
dentally, to the whole Colony. I do not
know whether I am correet in saying
that most of the eases which Mr. Luck-
hoo won at the Bar and which brought
very much credit to him, came from
the rural areas. If that is so, it gives
me added pleasure to join in congratu-
lating him, though I do not intend te
infer that there are more erime- *n the
rural areas than in any other part of
the Colony. I do know, however, that
the people in the rural areas would like
to join with us in congratulating Mr.
Fuuckhoo on the dignity thaft has been
conferred upon him,

Mr. Ramphal: Mr, Speaker, 'I
crave yonr indulgence, Sir, to join with
other Members of this Council in con-
eratulating Mr, Luckhoo, hecause, there
is a special relationship between Mr.
Luckhoo and myself, which I do not
think there is need to refer to. I
would wish however, to say publicly
something which T believe, Mr Luckhoo
would not wish to sav himself. Over two
vears ago he and T discussed his future
in the pelitical field, and he told me then
that he wanted to retire slightly until
he had achieved one particular ambi-
tion. Now, Sir, that ambition has been
fulfilled. T reminded him when the
news came out of the conversation we
had, and now that the ambition has
been fulfilled I shall look forward to his
playing a full part in the field of soecial
and political welfare in this Colony. I
have no doubt, Sir, that from now on,
we shall see the best phase of Mr.
Luckhoo’s work in this country.

Mr. Kendall: Mr. Speaker, I think
the people of New Amsterdam wonld
like me to congratulate Mr. Luckhoo
publicly, on the honour that has been
conferred upon him by Her Majesty the
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assure him that the matter is under
congideration.

Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member is
quite correct, and 1 think some refer-
ence has been made to it by the hon, the
Chief Secretary; I think the hon. Mem-
ber, Mr. Luckhoo, received some assur-
ance from the Chief Secretary that the
matter hasg not eseapad the attention of
Government. But I would like to
direct your attention to the first recom-
mendation of the hon. Member's
motion; it does appear, before the
guestion of a Select Committee or
otherwise is considered, that the desir-
bility of further training might in the
imterval he given consideration at the
various hospitals.

Mr. Commings: I do not have the
first recommendation before me,

Mr, Speaker: Itiain the Minutes:
that a qualified medical officer be jmne-
diately placed in charge of the Blood
Bank,

Mr. Cummings: Sir, all that is
under consideration. As a matter of
fact T may mention now that I even had
a talk with officials of the World Health
Organisation on this matter — an
informal talk.

Mr, Speaker: ls therc any other
matter to which any hon. Member
might like to refer?

ORDER OF THIE DAY

DEBATE ON DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME

Council resumed the ~:bate on the
_ llowing motion by Sir Frank McDavid
(Member for Agriculture, Toresis,
Lands and Mines):

: it resolved, That with reference
to the Report on the FEeconomic Develon-
ment of PBritish Guiana by the Mission
organised by the Internatiomal Bank for
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reconstruction and Development  this
Council approves in principle of tha
expanded and accelerated development
programme for the years 1954 and 1955
presented to the Council on 11th Februarv,
1954, and of the financial arrangements ¢
its implementation.”

Mr. Speaker:
Mr. Jailal, Thad
remarks.

The hon. Member,
net  finigshed his

Mr. Jailal: T had concluded what
I had to =ay last meeting about stone
quarries and steel barges.

T am still somewhat in a quandary
to know what will he “priorities” in the
programme. We all certainly would
like to know that, I would like to see
the “blueprint”, as it seems to me that
after the architeet is finished he must
hand it over to the “builders”, So far
for the planning.

It the snmmary of the programme
~—which I have tried to read as well as
I can—missing from the list of itemg is
gomething which I think would bring a
ot of aid and assistance to the country
ag a whole. I believe the time hag come,
now we have the money, I feel it is no
use talking about internal drainage of
the country when there are sandbanks
to force the water to remain on a
longer period than expected especially
in the Mahaicony and Abary Creeks,
I belies there are Members here who
call bear me out in the fact that 2
mouths of the Creeks are a menace to
farmers who plant iniand. The mouths
are very little and they are becoming
move [ more mudflats rather than
mouths of rivers, consequently, the
movement of the current is not fast
when there is a flood. If a suction
dredge were stationed at the mouth ot
the Mahaicony this would be eliminated
within two weeks, and similarly with
the other creeks.
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“Before the settlement of the bound-
ary dispute between ourselves and Vene-
zuela in 1899, there was for over 150
years considerable irritation and ill-feel-
ing between these two countries over the
boundaries, and for over half a ecentury
there were diplomatic exchanges over the
large and at that time indeterminate area

known as the North West District,

Anticipating trouble with the Vene-
zuelans over the boundary guestion, Mr.
Im Thurn (afterwards Sir Edward Im
Thurn) was sent to the North West Dis-
trict to establish British rights in that
area, and in the year 1891 founded Mora-
whanna, which was by Ordinance created
a fownship in 1892. On the other side of
the Mora Passage he built his residence.
In order to induce the people to take up
the 80 lots comprised in Morawhanna, he
promised that they would have ameni-
ties, such as hospital, post office, schools,
churches, police station, etc, ete. By
year’s end most of the lots were taken
up. Cultivation and ecivilization and as
full administration as in any of the older
parts of the Colony were introdueced.
Morawhanna wags established,

Some two vears prior to the esia-
blishment of Morawhanna, gold was found
at Takatu in the Barama River, a tribu-
tary of the Weaini, Gold was also found
in the Barama. In the fiscal year 1892-
1893 the District produced 33,352 ozs. of
gold, which at that time was $16 per oz,
and valued at $534,272.00; 1893-18%4 the
ammount was 31,837 ozs, of a value of
$508,592.00; 1894-1895 the amount was
34,065 ozs., of a value of $545,040.00; in
1896-1897 the amount was 35,935 ozs.,
valuing $574,960.00.

I have ne record of the apricultural
produce shipped, bhut between March
1890 and March 18%1, 18 sloops and
schooners carried cargoes of agricultural
products making between them 141 jour-
neys. What that is in number of bags I
would not know, but the shipments were
considerable. There was other trade in
balata, ete.,, and it would be conservafive
{0 say the District did over a million dol-
lars per year in those yea ™

That will give an idea that Gov-
ernment does due us something, You
have, it is true, a considerable decrease
in the produce of the District as the
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mineral areas have been nearly worked
out, but there are still large patches
which with a little help ean produce

Id still. There is land there for
agriculture. As T have said before, I
do not know why Government refuses
to recognize such a place as the North
West District. It is blessed with con-
giderable merit and e¢an  Thelp the
economy of this Colony if it is properly
devejoped. If Government is no longer
interested in the District I would sug-
gest that Government give it to some
corporation to develop and, I am sure,
they would make a good job of it, or
Government can give it fo Venezuela.

Mr. Lee Mr. Speaker, 1 feel
certain thai the hon, Member does not
mean the last remark that he made,
Before I say anything on the Develop-
ment Programme 1 would like to draw
the attention of this Council and of the
public to the striking actions — what
is being done at the present time and
what is my humble opinion is the pros-
pect -— of those pecple who call them-
selve “The P.P.P.? Let us examine
their attitude and their actions, and
see whether they are right and we are
wrong in certain aspects and whether
they ave wrong and we are vight
in certain aspects. They Thave to
recopnize the fact that this is a British
Coleny. Of course those who preach
the communistic doctrine, perhaps,
have had orders but they cannot in any
wise and at any time whatever wrest
this Colony from the British Govern-
ment neither would they he able at any
time whatever to rule this Government
with dictation from their masters.
Therefore, in my humble opinioen, their
policy is to create disorder, to create
hatred. In my way of thinking if
those were their instructions — and 1
feel that those were their instructions--
they have gsucteeded to the greatest
extent. 1f we are fo combat that
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ernment desired, at any time whatever,
to he a landlord. Government have
openly said that they do not have any
such desire, except as regards land settle-
ment schem where they desire to
control -— and control in syeh a
manner that there would be an egual
distribution of land to the settlers, In
these development schemes we are
thinking of preduction within the short-
est possible time, in order to catch
available markets.

Now, let us see whether the hon.
Member for Agriculture, Forests, Langs
and Mines, in presenting this Pro-
gramme, has said anything with re-
spect to the compulsory acquisition of
land for purposes of agriculture ?
There iz nothing, so far as the Pro-
gramme is concerned, to show that
there would be any such acquisition.
Mention has been made, however, of
the Bonasika Scheme which is in pro-
gress. 1 know nothinpg of the Torani
Scheme, except that I visited the scene
with Mr. Leeming (Drainage and Irri-
gation, Public Works Dept.) and the
blueprint appears to be very good.

As regards the Bonasika Scheme.
T know that the majority of the lands
towards the river are owned by private
individuals, and that these people have
not got the means to develop them. Is
Government going to allow these lands
to lie low in the face of the vast amount
of money being spent on these
schemes 7 It has been provided that
some $3,440,000 will be spent on the
Boerasirie preoject and Government is
endeavouring t{o get contractors to
carry out the work as early as posgi-
ble; but what would happen to the lands
lying hetween the river and this scheme?
Are they going te be developed ?

The Attorney-General: I am try-
ing to find out what the hon. Member
wants to convey to this Council when
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he speaks of lands lying “low”. Does
he mean that the owners would have
to raise money for the purpose of
developing these lands or, that the
lands themselves would have to be in-
corporated in the scheme, as indicated
by the hon, Mr. Jailal?

Mr. Lee: I am sorry if T am ftry-
ing to race too fast with my ideas in
order to put over the picture. It seems
as if T have to go right back and deal
with the principle involved. It seems
that my hon. Friend, the Attorney-
General, does not realize that this is a
Government programme,

The Attorney-General: I do not
follow when the hon, Member speaks of
lands contriving to “lie low” near to
a particular scheme.

Mr, Lee: I was pointing out that
the hon. Member for Agriculture did
not say anything with respect to the
compulsory acquisition of land for
agricultnral purposes, and I ‘was Ie-
ferring to lands that will De
availahle when the Boerasirie Project
is completed between 1954 and 1955.

Sir Frank McDavid: I do not
think the hon. Member should be s0
optimistic as fo expect the extension of
the Boerasirie project to be completed
within those two years. If he looks at
the note relating to this item he will
see what it says.

Mr. Speaker: It says “five 1o
seven years”. '
Mr. T.ee: I am looking at the

expenditure that will be incurred within
these two years (1954 and 1955). For
the Boerasirie Project, it will bhe
$1,440,000 in 1954, and $2,000,000 in
1955. That means that the total ex-
penditure for those two years will be
$3,440,000. Isn’t that the amount that
the project was estimated to cost?
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The AttorneY-General: He did not
give an assurance 1s to the policy to
be adopted. T thought the hon. Mem-
ber's assurance was that he understood
what he was speaking about.

Mr. Lee: It is an assurance,

The Attormey-General: An assur-
ance has hot been given and therefore

there should be no misconception about
if.

Mr. Lee: An explanation is given
as an assurance that Government will
lay down the policy and plan.
This is the point I am try-
ing to take. I am {trying to drive
home to the hon. the Member for Agri-
culture that if a machinery pool is made
available to rice planters on the Esse-
guibo Coast and islands I am certain
that Government’s policy of increased
production whereby revenue can be as-
sured ; and we can do away with the rav-
ings of the P.P.P. people. T want to be
asgtred that the machinery would be
available ag goon as possible, the dis-
triet Commissioners would receive in-
structions and the Regional Development
Committees woqld consider the
schemes, and thus give the lie to the
P.P.P. or their orders from the Soviet
people.

Mr, Speaker: Has the hon Memi-
ber not heard that tractors have been
hired by people who own lands and that
there are not sufficlent tractors to go
around, but the intention is to make
them available wherever required?

Mr. Lee: 1 have had to telegraph
Mr. Jailal, the Secretary of the Rice
Producers’ Association in seeking to
obtain the use of tractors, and I have
been given the use of tractors at
times when they were available, but, as
1 said before, Government should give
the assurance that tractors would be
made available as goon as possible, There
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are lands in the Essequibo Islands
where one need not worry in respect of
irrigation because the river banks are
raised to keep out the viver water for
10 months of the year; they can get
sweet water to cultivate the rice. There
are lands which can be cultivated but
gome on the leeward side are owned
by people who have no means to develop
them and do not intend to develop them,
and T am going to put to the Regional
Development iCommittee proposals for
early consideration thai the rice grow-
ers of the Essequibo be given a chance
to take advantage of bringing the un-
used lands into cultivation.

Those were my points in respect of
agricultural production, but I wish to
know whether it is the opinion of Gov-
ernment that the money to be spent on
land settlement is sufficient or if it is
expected that more would have to be
raised for it later on. We know from
experience that money expended on the
Anna Regina and Vergenoegen land set-
tlement schemes were not sufficient.

T notice from the Development Pro-
gramme summary that there are forest
projects and the expenditure in this re-
spect for the two vears is a total of
$761,560, "apart from the expenditore
for staff training, which is 330,000, I
think this money can be hetter used
to extend the socia] services in the Col-
only — extending of the public hos-
pitals in Georgetown and New Amster-
dam. I would like Government to con-
sider that question, because there is
a crying need for the extension of those
hospitals and an urgent need for spe-
cialists. The medical men are asking
for more money and betfer employment
conditions, and I leave this for the hon.
the Member for Health to congider. I
cannot remember the year — there are
records—-but Government had decided
to take the block of houses which were
near to the female block of the hospital
in Georgetown, between Middle Street
and New Market Street to extend the
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Mr. Lee: What I am saying is
that the amount provided is foo small.

Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member
may have intended to say that but he
did not.

Mr. Lee : I say from experience

that if the agriculturists really call on

the Banks for assistance to cultivate
their landg the sim of $2% million pro-
vided here would not be sufficient.

Mr, Speaker : T gathered from the
hon. Member’s remarks that he was
endeavouring to explain that agricul-
turists will receive greater assistance
from the Lioan Banks so as to offset the
contention of the political Party re-
ferred to, that Government was doing
nothing for them. All the hon. Mem-
ber has to do is to explain what is
stated in this memorandum. The hon.
Member gave me the impression that
there was no provision made at all. If
he now says that ""ie provision iy not
ample he should wait until the time
comes and gay so.

~2e: What T was trying o
point ont is that Government has not
laid down any policy, and the public has
no knowledge.

Mr, Speaker : I am only peinting
out that perhaps the hon, Member did
not realise that he was saying that there
was o provision for assistance to agri-
culturists, and I am drawing his atten-
tion to the fact that there is provision
for a period of two years.

Mr. Lee: What I do s _ is that
the rice cultivators are looking out for
assistance whereby they could develop
other lands, and I think Government
should give publicity to their proposals
as early as possible.

Lt. Col. Haywood : Mr. Speaker,
on Thursday of last week I listened
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with great interest to the speech by the
hon. Member for Agriculture, Forests,
Lands and Mines (Sir Frank McDavid)
who reminded this Council and the peo-
ple of the Colony that much had been
done, particularly in the few years
since the war ended. That reminder
was both necessary and timely, and I
Tully agree with the hon. Member when
he said that time was not on our side.
Many of the projects already started,
or about o be started, will require time
before their full value becomes appar
ent to the people, therefore it is neces-
sary that there should be some accel-
erated progress without any delay.,

When the motion was put before
us again on Friday last it was my hope
that ther¢ vould be one or two very
brief speeches, and then the motion
would ‘he carried wnanimously. It is
desirable that all of us ghould speak
fully and frankly on this Development,
Plan but, in my opinion, that should
come at a later stage. 1 think we
should first get into Finance Committee
on the details and thrash out every
point thoroughly and expeditiously, and
then when we resume in full Coyncil
we shall be able to speak with more
assurance on the Plan ag a whole, or
in detail. I do hope that hon. Members
will see that this motion, and the other
two motions which are closely connected
to it, are passed before we adjourn to-
day. If 1 remember correctly, the hon.
Member pointed out to us that it was
desirable (I do not think there is any
dispute over that) that these motions
should be approved as soon as we could
possibly do so.

I would like to say, with full re-
spect to you, Sir, that in my humble
opinion, the working of thig Counei}
needs some reorganisation. On Friday,
the 5th of March, the Council was ad-
journed until Thursday, the 18th of
March. Surely, between those dates we
could have met and dealt with theso
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tic  why that had to be withdrawn £--
another Bill substituted.

I know that the hon. Member is
most anxious to have the debate short-
ened, but in course of time he will find
that the business or the Order Paper
might not have to be added to and that
the procedure of adjourning to Finance
Committee is a very effective way of
curtailing a number of hours’ debate in
this Council. To some extent some
proposals made by hon. Members in
this Council in the course of debates
are usefully made prior to meeting in
Finance Committee under the ordinary
rule of procedure. Proposals, for
example, such as those by the hon.
Member, My. Jailal, are properly made
in this Council and subsequently exam-
ined in Committee, but in general I
agree with the hon. Member that we
do not want to go back to the old days
of having long speeches made in Coun-
eil. ‘

The Attorney-General: I do not
agree with what the hon. Member has
said at all. As a matter of fact this
Legiglative Counecil is econstituted under
very peculiar circumstances and, I
think, it iz desirable that opportunity
should be taken by Members of this
Council to express their views on such
an important matter as this Develop-
ment Programme. Tt iz all very well
that matters of detail might be inves-
tigated and decided upon in Finance
Committee, but on grounds of general
policy this is the channel through
which, on these matters, suggestions
and comments should be made. It may
be somewhat irksome to some Members
of this Council to sit here and feel that
some of the speeches are repetitious,
vet in the nature of things that is bound
to be.

I feel that every opportunity shounld
be given those Members of the
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Council who wish to know what is t
programme, following upon what t
hon. Member for Agricalture in 1
admirable speech has addressed to ti
Council, and they should make the
comments on it even though some of
think those speeches should be c1
tailed, After all, the circumstanc
under which this Council has be
brought together are somewhat diffe
ent from those of the Legislative Cou
cils of the past, and I am sure the he
Member himself would fully appreci:
the necessity for allowing speakers
express their views ‘without let

hindrance, particularly on an occasi
of such vital importance to the econo
and development of this country.

Mr. Correia: I had no intention
speaking on this motion until
Finance Committee stage is reach
but the hon. Member, Mr. Iee, I
forced me to speak in defence of Fu
estry. The hon., gentleman suggesi
that the amount allocated to Forest:
with the exception of the amount al
cated for the staff training schen
should be allocated to the Medi
Department. I do not think the h
Member was sericus when he made ti
suggestion. Forestry, Sir, is one of ¢
greatest natural resources, somethi
which we have to develop and there
introduce re-afforestation. Qur gn
housing project depends a lot on ¢
forests. As I have said, it is
account of the hon. Member’s remai
that I have risen in defence of Foresf
under the Development Plan.

What I would like to see introdud
by Government, Sir, is a vast scheme
seasoning of our timbers and woc
and the education of the public in -
use of the various types of woods
have in our forests. When such ti
comes that the Government ecan prov
the public with enongh seasoned ti
pers other than greenheart, then G
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of emphasis was laid on the extension
and the mechanizing of production, we
find that most of the construction work
was done, from all that I have heard,
by what I am sorry to call sweated
labour. The workers were made to do
the greater part of this construction by
doing 10 hours “flat time” per day,
ineluding Sundays, and if they refused
1o do thiz on any ome day ithey vrers
refused work for the bulance of the
week. What T do charge the anthori-
ties of the scheme w 1, is a ceortain
degree of carelessners as regards the
gmall man. here is too much neglert
of the interest of the small man.

I do not know If it is part of the
Plan, but T returned to the Colony and
found that much progress had been
made as regards drainage and irripa-
tion and also as repards sea defence.
I found, however, that .on the sea coast
where several small proprietors and
persons live, they suffered a great deal
from day to day, from month to month,
and from year to year from the
elements of nature, hut nothing was
done for them. To strengthen or to
heighten the indecency of tha situation,
i discovered that the experts who wore
invited to examine our sea defence and
our drainage and irripation problems
—I refer to the Hutchinson reporl-—
have included that area which had been
by-passed. It is difficult for the aver-
age person to interpret this report
other than looking through the glasses
of these small and disappointed people.
I notice here—and I quote from the
report of the International Bank Mis-
sion, Chapter 15, page 222, — that in
dealing with the Five-year Programme
in Agriculture, the following is
stated :—

“In whatever way these factors may
be combined, it is clear that present gov-
ernment policy in agricultural expansion
should emphasise not only production, but
above all the profitable utilization of the
colony’s extensive human resources. The
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main effort, therefore, should lie in devel-
opment ¢ family-size farms and the
building ¢. a strong, economically inde-
pendent farmers’ community...

1 suggest that 5,bQO acres which
are now lying idle should be utilized for
the fulfilment of this recommendation,
On the next page (223) "the Report
recommends first priority for -

“Reclamation of agricultural land
and improvement of water control”

That is exactly what these poor

people are elamouring for, and I think"

they would be a Ilittle happier now,
because only this morning the Mermber
for Labour informed me that he was
gending the appropriate Officer to inves-
tigate the situztion and that if condi-
tions warranted, he would cause imme-
diate action to be taken.

Another set of small people who
have heen overlooked by Government
are the small coconut oil producers. I
understand that experts have advised
that their method of producing ceconut
oil is far from economical. My com-
plaint, however, is that these people

who are the pioneers of this industry.

were pushed around and never encour-
aged to organize themselves, or futther
financed in ovder that they could
improve their methods of production.
T feel that if they are re-encouraged by
co-operatives and g little finaneial aid,
we would not have had them today
pointing out—whether it is true or not
— that Government, instead of sup-
porting or assisting them, encouraged
the big monepolists. Whether it is
true or not, they say that these two big
monopolists were encouraged to crush
them out of existence. Those are the
things which must be examined.

I should also Hke to refer to the sy 1
people on the East Coast, especially
those between Plaisance and Golden
Grove, who at one time carried cn 2
thriving industry in the rearing of
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the Fit cial Se tary to provide suf-
ficient money for miscellaneous or un-
foreseen works. I do not think this
programme can be handled in the same
manner as an ordinary recurrent budget.
He is an expert, but I am just throwing
out a sugpestion to him.

I have been stormed on the Coren-
tyne for information about the Credit
Corporation. T hope the Chairman of
the Corporation will be able to make
some early announcement. In the dis-
cussions - in Finance Committee I pro-
pose to deal with several matters.

Mr, Speaker: As Speaker I am not
supposed to enter into a debate, but be-
fore my recollection becomes dimmer
than it is I would like to velate a per-
sonal experience which was also shared
Ly the late Mr. E. M. Walcott, and Mr.

A, E. V. Barton, then Comptroller of
Customs. The three of us went as dele-
ga to Canada in 1925 aleng with

her delegates from Trinidad and
Jamaica. The Trinidad delegates were

Mr. Huggins and the then Collector of
Customs, Mr. Walcott. There was a
conference at which it wag agreed to
support the claim for an increase sub-
sidy being given by Canada for Trini-
dad cocoa and Jamaica bana-
nas, if Trinidad in turn would support
a preference for British (Guiana rice
entering Trinidad. This Colony’s rice
industry was then in its infancy. On
their return to Trinidad Mr. Huggins
and the Collector of Customs honourably
supported British Guiana’s claim for a
preference for rice, but as an example of
the vagaries of politicians the Finance
Committee of Trinidad failed to carry
out the undertaking given by their
delegates to support the preference for
British Guiana rice, although Trinidad
got its increased subsidy for cocoa and
Jamaica got its increased subsidy for
bananas. I have made an absolutely
truthful statement, which shows that
one can never tell what a Legislature
will do.
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Miss Collins : T wish to congratu-
late the hon. Member for Agricniture,
Forests, and Lands and Mines on the
able manner in which he presented
the Development Programme, but I
regret to find that ne provision has
been made to provide employment for
the women of the Colony. T would like
to see the establishment of new in-
dustries and factories in which our
young women between the ages of 18
and 40 may find employment. T agree
with the hon. Mr, Raatgever when he
said that there is need for new indus-
tries. I am not against the expansion
of the rice industry but T am worried
about the future of our women who are
faced with great hardship and tempta-
tion. T am not going into the details
of the Development Programme but I
respectfullly submit that gsomething
should be done in the near future to
relieve the large perceniage of yuem-
ployment among women. :

Mr, Carter : Rising to add my
small quota to the debate on this motion
T just want to do so for the purpose
of trying to bring the debate to a close.
I helieve more can be done at another
stage. It is a simple motion as far as
T see, regardless of the magnitude of
its call ‘on the Council—to approve in
principle of the expanded and accelerat-
ed development programme for the years
1954 and 1955 and of the finaueial
arrangements for its implementation.
There are guite a number of things, in
my opinion, that may be wrong in toto,
and at this stage one can very well say
what is wrong and what is right.

Mr. Speaker :
if you do.

It might be useful

Sir Frank McDavid : I think if
the hon, Member does indeed feel that n
major aspect of this Development Pro-
gramme is wrong, he may well indicate
it. There will be a time when each de-
tailed scheme will come before Finance
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Mr. Carter: By calling on you,
Mr. Speaker, to put the motion, I was
really pressing for the hon, Mover to
reply and close the debate,

Jir oo Ael i, I .
propose to reply until every Member has
had an opportunity to speak.

Mr. Speaker: 1 lhink we should
adjourn now until tomorrow afternoon
at 2 o’clock.

el Il AYLALNSILl, LuJut L~

Th Befo

we adjourn 1 wouwld like to state th

we will not have a meeting of t
P:-,-.nnce Movamitip

imcial Seeretary:

Thursday weex, 50 1L 15 pussiuie Lyl
Council to caryy on the debate tom o

The Council adjourned to the follo

ing day at 2 pm.





