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oth Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m,
Prayers

[Mz. Speaxer in the Char)

ORAL ANSWER TO QUESTION
Federai Scholarships

Dr. Radix (Grenada) asked the Min-
ister of Labour and Social Services whether,
in keeping with the Motion adopted by the
ITouse of Representatives on the 27th May,
1959 the Government has taken any steps
in comection with the proposal for grant-
g Federal Scholarships o Unit Territories
based on the Iligher School Cerlificate.

If the answer 1s 1n the affirmative, what
steps have been taken?

The Minister of Labour and Social
Services (Mrs. Allfrey): My Ministry
is deeply sympathctic with the concern
which prompts the hon. Member to ask a
further question on the subject of Scholax-
ships.

Everything possible is being done to im-

plement the Resolution passed in this hon.
ITouse on Wednesday, 27th May, 1959 but

Wednesday, 25th November, 1959.

hon. Members must recall my words of
warning during that debate “that the main
obstacle is sheer hard cash”.

[f I may be permitted, Mr. Speaker, 10
quote T. S. Eliot in reply to the hon.
Member —

Between the idea
And the reality
Between the motion
And the act

Falls the Shadow.

It may be remembered that I supported
the Resolution in principle and said that T
would do all I could in practice to further
the education of cvery promising student
within The West Indies Federaiion. All
avenues of ald to sudents are constautly
being explored by the Ministry of Labour
and Social Affatrs. and when we have over-
come constitutional limitations and
nmonctary disabilitics, I shall report pro-

our

gress to this hon. Housc.
HEALTH SERVICE

Order read [or the following Motion —

BE IT RESOLVED that this Hon-
ourable House of Representatives
consider the advisability of a Federal
Health Service within the Federation:
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Wednesday, 25th November, 1959

I wanted to make very, very sure that
the Federal Health Service would not be
used for any other purpose but for the
treatment of diseases.

3.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, 1 would ask you kindly to
deal with the Members who are constantly
interrupting me.

As T was saying, the Motion seeks —

“. . .. the establishment in The West
Indies of a comprehensive Health Ser-
viee designed to secure improvement
in the physical and mental health of
the people of The West Indies.”

That is the Motion before this House
which this Government, this hula-hoop
Government —

T will continue to read:

“. . ..to provide or secure the effective
provision of service”,

An effective service; that is what should be
established. If there is a man in any of the
Territories, say in the Windward Islands,
with a “brain fracture” and there is a
specialist in another Territory, it will he
possible to fly him out if he belongs to the
Federal Health Service, and it would cost
much less, because much less money will be
spent in a Federal Health Service than is
now being spent in the health services of
the various Units.

We now have what is called the “Carib-
bean Pharmacists Association™, “Caribbean
Nurses Association”, and all these bodies
which have been struggling by themselves
for the longest time, but have now realised
how essential it is to come together and
work together for the improvement of the
health of the people of The West Indies.

What is the use of all these health con-
ferences that are held from time to time?
It is time that this Government address it-
self to some serious business. We are here
as representatives of the people, to serve,
not o deceive them. We are not here to
waste time and money, but to give the
people satisfaction. T wish that this Gov-
ernment would get eracking, get some sense
from somewhere, and if you can’t do the
job, go back to the people and tell them
so. Tell them that you can no longer do
the job, so that a general clection will take
place, and 1 will have nothing to worry
about. T know the position is not so com-
fortable.

In the Federal Health Service, district
medical officers would all enjoy a uniform
salary. That is essential, because it might
probably be difficult to get a doctor to re-
side in a certain area on account of the
salary, but with uniform salaries a doctor
would be quite willing to go even to the
most remote corner of this region to take
care of the sick.

There are certain hard areas which, in
my opinion, should be given “hard arca’
allowances. There are certain areas where
there is not much of a private practice and
probably not many amenities such as elee-
tricity and movies and so on; and in those
areas, doctors should be given some kind of
consideration; possibly they could he given
“hard area” allowances.

A specialist service is very essential. |
know this question of speciality can he
overdone, but we realise that if there is a
surgeon specialist with an “A” Grade, he
will have to be given consideration and
perhaps sent to a larger hospital or a bet-
ter area as it were. We would also have the
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Wednesday, 25th November, 1959

*A” Grade physician specialists who could
be heads of the larger hospitals.

The health scrvice of the smaller Units
could well fit into the health service of the

larger Units.

Mr. Speaker:

Hon.

Members are

making preparation for certain steps Lo
be taken and I will have to allow the

question to be put.

Br. Radix:

Yes, Mr. Speaker.

As I

was saying, I think I will take half an

hour to wind up.

The Minister of Trade and Industry
(Dr. LaCerbiniere): T beg lo move that
the question be naw put.

Question put, “That the question be now

put”.
Agreed to.

Question put accordingly.
House divided: Ayes 18, Noes 22, as fol-

lows—

AYES
Dr. L. A. Radix
T. J. Gibbs
V. T. Bryan
M. Cargill
K. G. Hill
L. J. Adams
Archdeacon L, A.
Lennon
R. A, Joseph
E. W. Wakeland
Dr. ¥. R. Duhaney
5. Mathura
C. W. Swabey
C. T. Affick
S. B. Stone
M. H. Shah
L. U. Densham
M. A. Hector
W. B. Williams

18

Motion negatived.

NOES
Dr. C. G. D.

La Corbiniere
R. L. Bradshaw
F. B. Ricketts
W. Andrew Rose
Mrs. P. B. S. Allfrey
V. B. Vaughan
N. H. Richards
H. F. G. Rocheford
. Pierre

H
F
. M. D. Bousquet
. O. Le Blanc
. Carrott
. Bramble
. Cato

. Delapenha
F. G. Daysh
. Belinfanti
. Williams

22

UNIT TERRITORIES
(Internal Self-Government)

Order read for the following Motion —
“BE IT RESOLVED that this hon.
House of Representatives agrees that
in order to ensure the proper constitu-
tional progress of The West Indies
towards Dominion status it is desi-
able that all Unit Territories should
have full internal self-government not
later than the achievement of Domin-

ion status by the Federation.”—[Dr.
Rapix|
Dr. Radix: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave

to ask that the Motion standing in my
nanie he deferred. '

Mr. Speaker: You mean withdrawn ?

Dr. Radix: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the wish of the
House that the hon, Member he allowed
to withdraw the Motion ?

Dissenting voices.
Leave refused.,

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member for
Grenada will have to proceed with the
Motion. The House has refused leave to
withdraw it.

Standing Order 30 (1) says:

“A Motion may be withdrawn, at the
request of the Mover, after it has been
moved, by leave of the House or
Committee, before the question is fully
put thereon, provided there is no dis-
sentient voice.”

There were several dissenting voices, there-
fore he miust move the Motion,











